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Lockdown
procedure
undergoes
changes
BY Nolen Doorack
CORE STAFF

A

ssistant Principal for
Student Life Brock Kesterson and Director of Security Charlie Clark have started
the process of changing Saint
Louis U. High’s lock-down
procedure.
“Conceptually we have
the idea,” said Kesterson. “But
we are still trying to figure out
the best way to drill.”
The revised procedure
moves toward allowing students to escape from the
building to various locations.
Although the plan is still conceptual, Kesterson said it will
possibly allow students and NUMBER 30: Athletic Director Dick Wehner gives a post-game speech at Friday’s football game. The team presented him with
continued on page 4 a jersey displaying the number 30—the number of years he has held the position at SLUH. This year is his last as AD.

Why sudden Rene craze? Imagining 18 faculty groups
Students ask: Why Knott? discuss implementation plans
BY Jack
STAFF

S

Sinay

ome have questioned it,
others simply ponder it,
and still more embrace it. As
TV appearances multiply,
the senior class’ infatuation
with KSDK sportscaster Rene
Knott has held strong and
continues to grow.
It all started at a SLUHDe Smet lacrosse game last
year, where Knott was reporting for his high school
sports segment. After noticing Knott, the SLUH student
section burst out into a chant
dedicated to the sportscaster.
“It was just to get some

coverage,” said senior Nick
Perryman. “But then we were
like ‘You know what, Rene
Knott’s a great guy.’”
However, the thenjuniors didn’t stop there. At
the next game, senior Steven
Roth was pictured with a sign
reading “Rene Knott, Prom?”
The picture was then tweeted
at Knott from Perryman’s
Twitter. Knott surprisingly
responded, “Sorry, I’m busy,”
which, although it was a rejection, sparked numerous
tweets at the sportscaster.
“We all loved it,” said
Perryman. “And ever since
then, our love for Rene has
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even
implementation
planning groups composed of St. Louis U. High
faculty met for the third time
at Tuesday’s faculty in-service day. Each of the groups
continued on page 4 worked on how to implement
various SMART goals from
Imagining 18, SLUH’s strategic-planning process.
Four weeks ago, the Prep
News profiled each of the
groups after their first meeting. Nearly a month later,
many of the groups have now
Sam and Luke Sextro
submitted their goals to an
pose for a photo for
implementation committee
KSDK sportscaster
consisting of board members,
Rene Knott. Knott
administrators, and faculty.
tweeted the picture
The committee will now look
during a SLUH soccer
at the goals as a whole to see
game this fall.
where there is any possible
overlap or conflict.
“In most cases, you’re
going to find they’re in unison,” said principal John Mo-

News
Catch-22
The timeline behind the junior
English curriculum is revealed
book by book. Pages 2-3
News
Senior small businesses
An introduction to various businesses independently run by
SLUH students. Page 5

ran. “You need an oversight
committee to look at these
individual interests and look
at how these are all going to
work together.”
As the Implementation
Committee reviews the proposals made by each of the
groups, it will prioritize ideas
and put together a sequence
of what will happen over the
next four years leading up to
SLUH’s 200th anniversary in
2018. The plan will be presented at February’s closing
convocation for Imagining
18.
The
Implementation
Committee will also continue
to focus on some of the projects that have already been
started, such as the Hastings
+ Chivetta building survey
(see Prep News volume 79, issue 6).
As many of the groups
have met together for the final
time, the Prep News profiled
each of the seven in regards
to what came out of the three
meetings over the past month.
All goals mentioned are only
proposals and not necessarily
concrete plans for what SLUH
will move forward with.

Alumni Outreach
Chaired

by

News
Skype session
Prominent Jesuit astronomer,
Guy Consolmagno, S.J., visits the
SLUH astrophysics class via webcam. Page 2
News
“One City, Many Parts”
ACES hosts seven area high
schools for its Harmony Prayer
Service and diversity discussion.
Page 3

Assistant

Principal for Mission Jim
Linhares and counselor Dave
Mouldon, the group has
looked at ways to reach out
to and involve alumni. From
the three meetings, the group
has come up with six ideas for
SLUH to consider. The ideas
are not final, but suggestions
that will be sent to the Implementation Committee.
The ideas included hiring someone to focus solely
on working with alumni;
setting up committees at
schools attended by many alums to help with admissions
or alumni spiritual life; setting up a network of alumni
businesses and organizations
to provide internship experiences; setting up an alumni
mentor program to work with
students in academics, clubs,
or teams; creating an alumni
speaker series to bring speakers on various topics to SLUH
in large and small settings;
and trying to establish new
programs for young alumni
spiritual development.
“For guys who graduate
from college, it may be tough
for them in their spiritual
faith,” said Linhares. “Could
guys still come to SLUH for
their spiritual development?”

Drive for
Homeless
doubles
last year’s
item totals
BY Michael
REPORTER

I

t’s an annual, unavoidable
occurrence: the days get
shorter, temperatures drop.
The folks at Campus Ministry
have considered the less fortunate who will brace themselves for the coming winter.
The Drive for the Homeless, organized by Campus
Minister Dan Finucane and
the Junior Pastoral Team, has
collected 2,025 coats, blankets, scarves, and other cozy
articles. This total is up from
last year’s 963 items.
Much like last year, items
collected will be sent to Xavier
Inn and St. Louis Winter Outreach. Xavier Inn, centered
in St. Francis Xavier College Church, is a shelter that
opens up its doors when the
thermostat dips to 20 degrees
or below, when the danger of
freezing to death begins.
Similarly, Winter Outreach, founded by Teka Childress, goes around the city to
bring the homeless in from
the cold. If a person does not
want to go to a shelter, the
program will supply him or
her with donated blankets.
Math teacher Dan Schuler is
also involved in Winter Outreach, and any interested students should contact him.
Although this year’s total
is significantly higher than
last year’s, nothing will go to
waste. According to Finucane,
the charities last year ran out
of items by mid-December.
This winter is expected to be
just as cold, so the generosity
of the student body was especially appreciated.
However, the success
of this year’s Drive for the
Homeless was not sheer luck;
a lot of careful planning by
Finucane and the Junior Pastoral Team was vital. They
organized prayer services,
sent out daily emails and announcements, and held Blanket Brigades.
“I think it sets the bar
for what this drive should

continued on page 4
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Sports
XC dominates districts
Varsity’s reign of district champions continues for the 14th consecutive year. Page 6
Sports
Football advances
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Sound, sense, and stories
behind junior literature
Editor’s note: This graphic is part of a continuing look into the
SLUH literature curriculum. Last issue, the Prep News examined
the 7 books taught in sophomore English classes. This week, we
continue with a look at texts from the two junior classes: regular
English III and Junior Honors/AP English.
INTRODUCTION

In 1973, St. Louis U. High began to take a long, hard look
at itself. The school was entering a periodic evaluation for accreditation as part of the North Central Association, one of six
accreditation bodies in the United States.
During this evaluation, members of SLUH’s English department began to reenvision the goals and purpose of teaching English at SLUH. Under the direction of department chair
Ray Windle, S.J., the department began to introduce and experiment with new texts and methods. Windle hired several
new teachers to help lead the way, including Jim Raterman,
Pat Conley, ’66, Tom Chmelir, ’58, and eventually Rich Moran,
’66.
Windle put Raterman in charge of developing the junior
curriculum. During his 40 years teaching at SLUH, Raterman
had an incredible influence on the direction and material of
the junior curriculum, always looking for new ways to study
and teach the texts.
“I almost never saw him do the same thing twice and each
year he would say, I finally understand this, or this year I’m
trying that,” said Steve Missey, who has taught juniors since he
arrived in the department as an ASC volunteer in 1993.
As Raterman is quick to point out, every teacher who has
passed through the department has left their mark on the curriculum, providing new ways to look at the texts. He also created the independent reading project, a long-time highlight
of junior year.
The current curriculum for regular junior English is divided into four sections, one for each quarter. The first quarter
deals with short stories, the second deals with poetry, third
quarter looks at Shakespeare, and fourth quarter culminates
with Catch-22 and an independent reading project.
Chuck Hussung, who has been teaching juniors since
1994, strays somewhat from other junior classes, always looking to bring in texts relevant to happenings at SLUH or in St.
Louis. This year, in addition to Catch-22, poems and short stories, Hussung has already taught You Can’t Take It With You
and The Glass Menagerie. At the end of the year, he will teach
G.K. Chesterton’s The Man Who Was Thursday.
Teacher John Kavanaugh says the junior curriculum
looks to build “awareness of the complexity and mystery of
life and great art.” He also says it’s necessary to struggle with
the more difficult texts.
“The most interesting stories are the ones that are really
challenging and require a lot of very close reading and a lot of
thinking,” said Kavanaugh.
The ideas developed by Windle, Raterman, and others in
the 1970’s remain central to the curriculum today.
“There’s your philosophy: Working with the text as well
as you can, so that students and you, can find the logic, the
richness, the structure, as well as possible,” said Raterman.

“One of the
things Sr. Casey introduced that none of
us regret was Shakespeare’s
Othello,”
said Raterman. “She
thought that would
be the perfect level for
juniors.”
Missey touched
on the play’s appropriateness for juniors.
“Othello is a very
traditional play in
terms of its structure,
so it’s very accessible,
and it’s got a terrific
villain in Iago. For the

junior English classes,
it makes perfect sense
to study that.”
Junior teachers
agree that the play
works on several levels, bringing the right
amount of complexity
for juniors.
“Othello is really
a play not just about
relationships between
a man and a woman
but also between soldiers who have been
deployed,” said Kavanaugh.
“It’s a study of
evil—in fact, the very
basis of it. It’s Adam
and Eve and the snake
figure of Iago,” said
Raterman.
There are thematic tie-ins too. Kavanaugh points out
that like several other
text’s read by juniors,
Othello takes place in
a time of war.

1975

Year it entered the curriculum
(approximately)

Bienvenue! Jr. Bills host French
students through Nerinx exchange
BY Michael Esson and
Gaurav Nigam
REPORTERS

S

eniors Jack Kiehl, Brian
Thorp, Matias Grignola,
and Paul Lieser and junior
Nolen Doorack have each
hosted an exchange student
from Chartres, France the
past two weeks.
Nerinx Hall Academy
has organized the French
exchange program for the
past 15 years. Nerinx French
teacher Laura Newsham,
mother of Gabe Newsham,
’14, wanted to let some French
high schoolers stay with
SLUH students this year. In
the past, the male Chartreans
have stayed only with Chaminade students.
The 34 students currently in St. Louis attend
L’institution Notre Dame de
Chartres, a private Catholic
school. The exchange is twoway. Students from Nerinx,
Chaminade, and last summer,
SLUH, spent three weeks in

France living with a host family and now host a French student.
Thorp had previously
hosted a student and also took
part in the second part of the
exchange, going to France and
living with a host family. Grignola and Doorack are firsttime hosts, as is Kiehl, who
went to France last summer.
Lieser’s sister, a junior at Nerinx, is hosting a student who
has gone to SLUH on the days
the visitors are to go to their
host’s school. Senior Aidan
Jacobsen has also brought the
exchange student of a Nerinx
senior with him to school.
After staying in New
York for four days, the students spent two weeks in St.
Louis sight seeing. During
the first week, the group visited Busch Stadium, the Old
Courthouse, the Arch, Botanical Gardens, Anheuser Busch
brewery, and Springfield, Ill.
to visit the home of Abraham
Lincoln. On Friday they shad-

owed their hosts at school.
“(My exchange student)
followed me around classes
and had a good time,” said
Doorack. “He was impressed
by our school and enjoyed the
all-male atmosphere, which is
different from his school.”
The visitors have visited
the St. Louis Art Museum,
City Museum, Zoo, and Six
Flags for Fright Fest, and
many of them attended the
Fall Ball in the Si Commons
on Saturday. Today they are
spending one more day at
SLUH before heading home
tomorrow.
The hosts benefited from
opening their homes to the
exchange students.
“We both learned a lot
of French and English,” said
Kiehl. “We also learned about
each other’s cultural things we
weren’t used to.”
“It’s cool and a lot different (than being a tourist in
France),” said Doorack. “It’s
been really a nice challenge.”
photo | Nolen Doorack

Jesuit
astronomer
Skypes with
seniors
BY Joe Slama
REPORTER

H

e’s met the Pope several
times. He’s published
over 200 scientific works as
well as several books on astronomy. He worked in the
Vatican Observatory for 20
years before being moved to
Rome’s observatory in Tuscon, Ariz. And on Thursday,
he Skyped with science teacher Megan Menne’s astrophysics classes.
Guy Consolmagno, S.J.,
is a Detroit native and Jesuit
astronomer. A recipient of
the Carl Sagan Award, which
is given to active researchers
who also work to communicate scientific knowledge to
the general public, Consolmagno graduated from the
University of Detroit Jesuit
High School before attending Boston College and MIT,
where he received his Master’s degree before earning his
doctorate from the University
of Arizona.
Consolmagno joined the
Society of Jesus as a brother
in 1989; beginning in 1993,
he worked as a curator and
researcher of meteorites at
the Vatican Observatory before the Jesuits moved him to
the Observatory’s telescope in
Tuscon. His duties there have
remained largely the same
with the added responsibility
of fundraising.
Consolmagno’s most recent book, Would You Baptize
an Extraterrestrial?: ...And
Other Questions from the Astronomers’ In-Box at the Vatican Observatory, which tackles a range of scientific and
religious questions and was

continued on page 8

French exchange students cheer on varsity football to a win at last Friday night’s game.

The junior Honors
curriculum navigates
genres of writing in
a way similar to the
regular sections, except with more challenging texts.
To complement
Othello, the Shakespeare play read in
regular English, junior teachers introduced Hamlet around
the same time.
“Hamlet
was
more sophisticated in
content, and is kind
of more problematic

in terms of structure,”
said Missey. “Hamlet
kind of explodes.”
Because Hamlet
is so layered, continuous reading always
sheds new light, says
Raterman.
“You think you
know Hamlet, and
then you read it again,
and then you add
more and more and
more. Hamlet is just
an amazing book, so
it was a pretty obvious choice for Honors
English,” said Raterman.
Missey remembers a quote he once
read claiming Hamlet is “a character in
search of a play.”
In other words,
the character of Hamlet is so three-dimensional, he bursts forth
from the structure of
the play.

1975

After the death of Sr.
Casey in 1979, the
English department
hired Paul Rossi to
help teach juniors.
Raterman and Rossi
got along very well,
and worked together
to find new ways to
teach poetry and
short stories. Most
importantly,
they
wanted to find a novel
that really worked
well with juniors. At
some point, Rossi
brought
forward
the idea of teaching

Catch-22.
“That proved to
be incredible,” said
Raterman. “The novel very easily broke
up so that students
would have a reasonable half-hour of
homework by reading and studying two
chapters.”
Their first year
preparing the book,
Raterman and Rossi
collaborated on a set
of guide notes for
reading the book, so
that students wouldn’t
miss the book’s “incredible
richness
and power.” Over the
years, they fine-tuned
the notes (now referred to as the “sherpa notes” because of
their incredible ability to guide). Junior
teachers still use them
in class today.

1980

In order to more
fully challenge juniors
in the Honors curriculum, Raterman
decided to introduce
a William Faulkner
novel.
“You get incredible insights (from
Light in August) about
the influence of the
past shaping the present, particularly the
racial situation,” said
Raterman.
Although Hussung and Curdt have
used Faulkner’s As

I Lay Dying, Missey
and Curdt decided to
use Light In August
for this year’s juniors.
“Light in August
is a very clearly structured novel, which
makes it unlike some
other stuff Faulkner
did, which are more
experimental or fragmented,” said Missey.
“But it has some of
those classic Faulkner
complex winding sentences and it’s just a
tremendous story.”
Missey says Raterman would compare reading Faulkner
novels to climbing a
mountain, but with
the help of a guide.
“We’re gonna do
a close study of a huge
ambitious novel and
we’re gonna help you
out,” said Missey.

1982
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7 schools join ACES for Harmony Prayer Service Tramelli, ’04 speaks to
Daniel Lally
prayer service, “I like to inter- Principal for Mission Jim Me,” during which everyone
parents on tech issues
act with people in a very posi- Linhares, who addressed the stood up, and clapped loudly

BY
REPORTER

T

he St. Louis U. High
ACES hosted the Harmony Prayer Service yesterday, an annual gathering of
students and teachers from
St. Louis area schools such as
Visitation Academy and John
F. Kennedy High School. Lasting from 9:00-12:30 in the
Chapel, it outlined an idea of
unity despite the many prominent issues occurring in our
community.
The theme of this year’s
service was “One City Many
Parts,” which was chosen,
according ACES moderator Frank Kovarik, due to the
“high number of recent challenges that St. Louis has faced,
such as the protests in Ferguson and in the city.” Through
their efforts with this prayer
service, ACES hoped to promote unity throughout all
walks of people in the area, no
matter what gender, race, religion, or political view.
Said freshman Ben Massenberg, who attended the

The junior Honors
curriculum attempts
to stay in the same
genres as the regular
classes, while adding
layers of complexity
and depth to the literature.
That’s why the
department started
using Perrine’s Sound
and Sense in the 80s;
they wanted a book
that took poetry to
complexities beyond
Pocket Anthology.
“With the Honors class, Pocket An-

tive way, and the Harmony
Prayer Service (was) a great
way to show table fellowship
with people from all over the
city. I hope that SLUH, along
with all other schools that
(participated), will serve as an
example of unification, love,
and hope for the rest of the
city.”
The service consisted of
speeches given by Assistant

to the song.
As one line of Linhares’
talk explained, “Prayer transforms us into something
greater than we would otherwise be.” The Harmony Prayer
Service did just that, joining
the diversity clubs at individual schools into a large body
of people striving towards the
same goal.

BY Trevor
REPORTER

T

Scott

he counseling department held a session for
SLUH parents last Wednesday regarding concerns about
technology. The visiting
speaker was Anthony Tramelli, ’04, who works at West
County Psychological Center.
Because the attendance
photo | Alix Sexton-Warner
was not as high as expected,
parents were actually able to
voice specific concerns rather
than taking a one-size-fits-all
approach to the event.
“We had a wonderful
discussion. Parents had great
questions and concerns,” said
counselor Nina See, the main
organizer of the event.
Tramelli acknowledged
that technology is not going to
go away, and our only option
is to embrace this advance
rather than try to shut it out.
However, the rise of technology use has led to a rise in
Both ACES members and students from other schools join hands for a prayer.
ADD, vision issues, poor social skills, addiction, and even
U-SWAGG!
increased anxiety and depresJuniors and
sion.
seniors raise
According to Tramelli,
their hands
the answer to this problem
while dancing
starts with the parents, who
to junior Alix
need to be seen as a model for
Sexton-Warner’s
their kids. When parents text,
song “Oakland
spend too much time on the
Ave” last Saturcomputer and therefore spend
day night at the
less social time with their
Fall Ball in the
child, that child will end up
Si Commons.
following this model. According to Tramelli, parents are the
biggest examples to their kids
since so much trust is put in
them.
Tramelli stressed the
importance of balance in order to be a good example of
proper technology use. Setting an amount of time to put
away the phone and go for a
photo | HR Imaging walk or to relax one’s eyes

thology was pretty
easy,” said Raterman.
Sound and Sense
had more to offer to
honors juniors.
“It’s got great
poems in it, it works
through how you
learn to read poetry
in a systematic way,
it’s accessible,” said
Missey. “It always
keeps that the fundamental point is to experience, enjoy, and
understand poetry.
It’s never made to
turn it into a formula
or a workbook exercise.”
Over the years,
the department has
used several different
editions.
“I don’t know
what edition it’s up
to—the 50th, the
112th—but it’s really a
good book,” said Ratterman.

1985

problem of people of the same
community seeing each other
as “different people.”
“There is no them,” he explained. “Only us.”
Speeches were also given
by students from SLUH, as
well as students from other
attending schools. Students
from Incarnate Word Academy led the congregation in
a very enthusiastic “Lean On

Before the mid 90s,
the only Shakespearean comedies taught
in SLUH English were
part of the Shakespeare elective. Students were only exposed to tragedies in
their first three years
at SLUH.
In the mid1990s, Chuck Hussung decided to teach
a comedy in his junior English class.
“I like the communal nature of the
comedies,” said Hus-

sung. “I like the idea
that happy endings
may be intellectually
meaningful—people
don’t have to die for
something to have intellectual heft.”
When Curdt first
taught Honors, he cotaught the class with
Hussung, who was
teaching Much Ado.
Curdt thought it fit
well and decided to
teach it in his classes
after that.
“It’s a play that is
absolutely made for
SLU High which celebrates and cautions
against the use of wit.
It celebrates its comic
life force and giving
potential and it honestly examines its potential for corrosive
self protective attacks
at the same time,” said
Curdt.

1996

“My first year (at
SLUH), an approach
to poetry had not
been really developed
yet,” said Raterman.
Sr. Cathlin Casey,
who came to SLUH
shortly after Raterman and worked extensively with him
to develop the junior
curriculum, recommended that they use
a book called How to
Read a Poem, based
off Mortimer Adler’s
How to Read a Book.
How to Read a Poem

provided
students
methods for reading
poetry that looked for
key words and patterns to help them
understand how the
poem used text to
convey meaning.
At a certain
point,
Raterman
and Rossi decided to
move away from How
to Read a Poem and
work with a collection
called Poems: American Themes. The book
had a great deal more
poems and was still
useful in breaking
apart a poem.
Finally, the department decided on
R.S. Gwynn’s Pocket
Anthology, which is
filled with standard
poetry from the last
few hundred years.
“It is really very
good,” said Raterman.

1998

from a bright screen is being
balanced.
A lack of prayer, according to Tramelli, is also a big
problem in our technologybased society. Setting aside
time with God will better help
us achieve a balance between
technology and reality.
The only way to truly be
balanced, Tramelli said, is to
be intentional. Self-monitoring or having someone else
help keep you on schedule will
best keep you on track.
These two skills, balance
and intention, should result
in a good juxtaposition between technology and reality.
Having a good skill like this
can help people choose what
is the best option in a certain
situation. It should also positively affect a student’s grades,
which will in turn make them
more appealing to colleges.
Other advice Tramelli
had for parents include that
they should have talks about
the consequences of technology. For example, some
students don’t know the consequence of sexting, the punishment for which is becoming a registered sex offender.
Parents should also monitor
the child’s behavior to be sure
that they are not on any bad
websites or falling into bad
habits.
Social media especially
should be controlled and
monitored, in See’s opinion.
“(Mr. Tramelli) was very
clear about the things that he
has seen in his practice as a
result of the use or misuse of
technology,” said See.
See regrets, however,
only inviting parents, and she
would like to hold another
session like this for students
sometime in the future.

In the late 1970s,
Raterman and Cathlin decided on a new
text to use for short
stories. The collection, called Short
Story Masterpieces,
and junior teachers
continued to use it up
until the early 2000’s
when they it no longer served juniors in
the way they wanted
it to.
“It had a couple
of really great short
stories, but it was
also very dated,” said

Missey. “We had had
fun teaching out of
that, but it was time
to move.”
The decision to
move to the Oxford
collection was collaborative, as most of the
curriculum decisions
are.
Junior
teachers are still finding
new stories to teach.
This, year students
read “Blood-Burning
Moon,” a story by
Jean Toomer that
teacher John Kavanaugh had studied in
grad school.
“It involves an
interracial relationship and violence and
we saw some thematic
connections and possibilities to comment
on things that have
happened in Ferguson” said Kavanaugh.

2000
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Imagining 18: implementation planning groups meet for third time
(continued from page 1)

Food and Nutritution
This group, led by school
nurse Scott Gilbert, looked at
eight areas around the school
to improve upon.
“We did some dreaming as far as what campus
would look like if food and
nutrition were the most important component of the
entire school,” said Gilbert. “If
SLUH were the model school
for everybody to see.”
The group discussed the
garden in the southeast corner of SLUH’s campus and
possibly expanding its size,
irrigation improvements, and
sustainability.
The group also discussed
how food and nutrition plays
into SLUH’s curriculum.
Food and nutrition interfaces
with biology and health as
well as other science classes.
The group discussed how to
integrate information and
possibly add classes on the
subject.
The main focus for the
group, according to Gilbert,
has been the food service
model. The group looked at
models for food service where
SLUH is right now, and how
to improve. Some of the food
service discussion involved
the garden.
“A lot of the food we get
from the garden goes to the
service program,” said Gilbert. “Looking at the food
going to you guys so you get

to see the beginning to the
end of the growing process, I
think, has some value in it.”
Food service also includes how food is delivered
in the cafeteria and having
healthy and environmentallyfriendly foods.
The group is currently
working on submitting the
proposal.

that would serve all students.
“We can all improve our
studies and our organization
skills, even our 4.0 students,”
said McDermott.
The group hopes to have
a program specifically for
freshmen as they transition
to high school. They would
also like academic help for
students.
According to McDermott, the two goals the group
Catholic Social
submitted would hopefully
Teaching
bring SLUH up to par with
According to math teach- or perhaps surpass other high
er Nick Ehlman, who chaired schools with resource centers.
this group along with fellow
math teacher Craig Hannick,
Faculty Spiritual
the faculty who focused on
Development
Catholic social teaching visioned what a school that was
The Faculty Spiritual De“100 percent dedicated to velopment group, led by themake social teaching the main ology teacher Allen Boedeker,
focus of the entire school proposed three projects to
would look like.”
improve the spiritual developThe group is currently in ment opportunities for faculty
the process of gathering in- as well as students.
formation on what SLUH is
The first project is a
doing now and what it could full-time spiritual director
do to move in the direction dedicated to ministering to
of the dream Catholic social the faculty and staff for the
teaching school.
formation of discernment
and understanding of one’s
personal vocation. The second is increased funding for
Learning Skills
enhanced spiritual programs
The learning skills group, for faculty and staff. The third
chaired by counselor Mary imagines a more peaceful,
Michalski and learning con- serene environment for the
sultant Connie McDermott, school.
looked to have a transformaThe three goals, accordtional learning skills program ing to Boedeker, are a syntheby 2018.
sis of four ideas. The ideas inAccording to McDer- clude looking for support for
mott, the group envisioned Linhares in his job and looka “wonderful resource area” ing at spiritual programs for

the faculty (including retreats,
faith sharing groups, and spiritual book clubs).
The third idea was the
Jesuit ideal of cura personalis (care for the person). This
includes decreased announcements over the P.A., limiting
class loads to four classes for
each faculty member, decreasing individual class size, and
setting up weekly meetings
for teachers—for instance
having a Wednesday late start
day for faculty meetings.
The fourth idea was what
Boedeker described as “plug
ins.” These included faculty
retreats, improving the chapel
to provide more natural light,
acquiring acreage for faculty
and staff retreats, and possible
pilgrimages to Ignatian sites
in Europe for faculty members.

Exchanges and
Immersion
The Exchanges and Immersion planning group,
co-chaired by campus minister Meg Beugg and Russian
teacher Rob Chura came out
of the third group meeting
with concrete ideas for exchange opportunities to create in the future
“One of the the major
ideas of the Global Education
Committees is to make these
(exchange)
opportunities
more available to everyone,”
said Chura.
The group focused on
looking at possible new ideas
for exchanges, whether foreign language based, cultural

Corrections

Collaboration
Looking at how students collaborate with other
students, how faculty collaborates with students, how
faculty collaborates together,
and how students and faculty
collaborate with the outside
world, this group, co-chaired
by science teacher Mary Russo and Moran ended its third
meeting in “kind of a flurry,”
according to Moran.
Moran said the group felt
it would be beneficial to put as
many ideas on the board and
then see what are priorities
for collaboration in the next
three to five years.
“We filled all of the
whiteboards in our room with
40 or 50 ideas,” said Moran.
These ideas include student internships, field trip
opportunities, connections
between curriculum and the
outside world, and connection with local industry and
government.
The group also looked
at faculty collaboration and
finding time to work together
on in-service days like on
Tuesday or perhaps on school
break.
Moran and Russo will
now begin to write up more
formal proposals to be submitted to the committee.

All Souls’ Mass

Last week’s article on junior Adam Wilson and freshman Alexander Siampos mistakenly referred to the district orchestra as the district band.
In last week’s article on senior Joe Spellmeyer volunteering for Ann Wagner, it was
incorrectly stated that Wagner is hoping to be re-elected for her third and fourth terms.
Wagner is up for election for her second term, her third and fourth year in the House of
Representatives.
The Prep News regrets these errors.

The annual Requiem Mass in celebration of All Souls’
Day will be held in the SLUH chapel at 4:00 p.m. tomorrow.
In addition to the regular remembrances, there will be a special commemoration for senior Connor Lewis, whose family
will be present. All are welcome and encouraged to attend.

Rene craze certainly Knott going away soon
photos | Twitter

(continued from page 1)
grown.”
“It just kind of took
off from there,” said senior
Franklin Rosario. “It became
a movement and a lifestyle for
us.”
The group of Rene Knott
fans silently praised him over
the summer before coming
back this school year stronger than ever. The squad initially began by organizing the
Rene Knott Fan Club, whose
only moves so far have been
making Knott’s head a sign at
football games and creating
a Twitter page. However, despite the inactivity, the group
has big plans for the future.
“There seems to be an
alignment with the Rams
Club leadership and the Rene
Knott Fan Club leadership, so
right now, it’s kind of tricky
for us to balance the time,”
said president Sam Sextro.
“However, we’re looking into
getting meetings going either
weekly or bi-weekly.”
“When the Rams’ season
is over, after we win the Super
Bowl, I’m sure the Rene Knott

exchanges, or service-based
exchanges such as Mission
Appalachia.

Fan Club will pick up,” said
Rosario.
Right now, the club is
making a name for itself
through TV appearances
and Twitter. Their TV appearances are mainly during
Rene Knott’s opening intro on
KSDK, where their raucous
chants for the sportscaster are

commonly featured.
“They’ve put them on
before his segment and he
always just sits there like ‘Oh
boy, oh boy,’” said Roth.
Knott was scheduled to
speak at the Spirit Week pep
rally, which was unfortunately
cancelled and rescheduled to a
time when Knott could not at-

tend. However, the club hopes
to bounce back from this
unluckiness and have Knott
come in at another time.
“I’m not going to give
away anything, but we may
see a little Rene Knott presence (at SLUH) in the near
future,” said Sextro.

(continued from page 1)
do in the future,” said Junior
Pastoral Team member Luke
Thibodeau.
This year’s impressive
results may also be attributed
to its various forms of promotion.
“We’ve tried to tell people
in as many ways as we can,”
said Finucane.
Through emails, announcements, and newsletters by the Mother’s Club and
Principal John Moran, the
drive has received plenty of
publicity.
Last year, Campus Minister Simonie Anzalone led the
drive. When asked if there is
anything he would do differently with his second year in
charge, Finucane said that
he wants to educate students
about homelessness as a justice issue. According to Finucane, St. Louis has over one
thousand chronically homeless people.
“That’s the population of
our school. Imagine all of us
being homeless,” said Finucane.
Finucane would also
like to establish a tighter link
between this fundraiser and
the Service Learning Retreat,
which focuses on what it’s like
to be homeless in St. Louis.
“I just have to applaud
the guys on the Junior Pastoral Team for taking on this
Drive and then doing a great
job with it,” said Thibodeau.
“Hopefully (the Drive)
awakens people to the humanity and the dignity of the
homeless and our ability in a
small but really profound way
to help them with our excess,”
said Finucane.

Lockdown procedure
undergoes changes
(continued from page 1)

Above: A collection of tweets from KSDK sportscaster Rene Knott.

Blanket
Drive
wraps up

faculty to move to locations
like the Danis Field House,
football field, Science Center,
or Forest Park.
Unlike the fire procedure
where all students line up on
the football field, the revised
lock-down procedure will
most likely allow students to
split into different escape areas.
“For fire drills we make
sure that everyone is accounted for,” said Kesterson. “With
this, when people are potentially split up in a number of
different areas it becomes difficult to account for our students.”
The current lock-down
procedure calls for teachers to
lock the classroom door and
turn off the lights. Students
gather out of sight from the
door.
“With the revised procedure, we are moving away
from being sitting ducks in
the classroom,” said Kesterson.
Last year, Kesterson, with
the Counseling and Admis-

sions departments, formed
an emergency preparedness
committee. They have been
meeting periodically to discuss emergency situations and
SLUH’s response. After conversation and research, the
group saw a need for a revision of the lock-down procedure.
“We have seen an evolution in the lock-down drill,”
said Kesterson. “It is changing
from idea of sit and stay out of
sight to potentially we need to
move.”
Kesterson and Clark are
looking to work with local law
enforcement in training sessions.
“We need more than just
scripted drills at the beginning of Activity Period,” said
Kesterson.
The revised lock-down
procedure will be finalized
before the school’s second set
of emergency drills in the second semester. Kesterson plans
to share the plan with students
and teachers through emails
or newsletters.
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BY Leo Heinz
CORE STAFF

B

eijing-based photographer Sim Chi Yin visited St. Louis U. High Thursday during activity period
and presented to a group of
around 30 students and teachers on her experiences in
China and most recently her
project documenting the high
cost of gold mining in China.
Social Studies teacher Lindsey
Ehret organized the event.
Yin currently works for
VII Photo Agency. Her photographs have been published
in the New York Times, New
Yorker, Time Magazine, Newsweek, among others.
Her current work documents the ongoing health crisis of pneumoconiosis, a lung

photo | Mr. Santiago Bianco

disease, which an estimated 6
million gold miners in China
have.
“What got me really mad
was that this disease kills more
people per year than mine accidents,” said Yin.
The disease is not curable, except by lung transplant, but is very preventable.
Yin has spent three years interviewing and photographing those affected, mainly in
their homes. She showed a
short film compilation of her
photos with stark facts of the
disease intertwined.
After showing the film,
Yin spoke of the migrant
workers’ struggles to confront
and adequately treat the disease. She believes that most
die of starvation, suffocation,

or suicide. One of the victims
she spent time with even attempted suicide while she was
staying at his place, which
she described as “a very emotional and chaotic scene.” She
showed a picture of the man
in her presentation on Thursday.
The miners are migrant
workers who travel great distances to try to earn money
for their families. When they
begin having symptoms of the
disease, they are financially
unprepared to deal with the
treatment costs.
Yin argued that if workers had the money, they would
purchase higher quality masks
to wear in the mine, instead of
the inadequate cotton masks
most currently use to maxi-

mize the amount of money
they can supply their families
back home.
“I think the mental stress
of the situation compounds
the problem,” she said.
After her 30-minute presentation, students and teachers asked questions for the
remainder of activity period.
One student asked about the
number of people affected by
the disease, which she cited
to be around 6 million, according to a “conservative”
estimate. She believes that the
650,000 figure that the Chinese government cites is outdated, perhaps 10 years old.
Asked if she ever felt pressure
or scared from her reporting,
she did acknowledge that she
had to use special caution

Photojournalist Sim Chi Yin speaks to students yesterday.

when publishing stories in
China. However, she said that
the issue of miners dying is
“not the most sensitive topic
in China.”
Yin hopes to have her
current work published in the
online version of the National

Geographic in the future.
Yin concluded by summing up her mission as “trying to effect change in the
country I’m documenting.”
“As a photographer, I felt
that I needed to show people
what was going on,” said Yin.
photo | Ms. Shannon Schulte

Through mud, rain and fire,
Rittenhouse finishes Tough Mudder
BY John Schwartz
REPORTER

A

ssistant Athletic Director
Tim Rittenhouse completed a Tough Mudder competition in Montgomery, Mo.,
on Saturday, Oct 11. This was
the second time Rittenhouse
has competed in a Tough
Mudder competition; he also
completed the extremely taxing ten-mile obstacle course
last year.
Tough Mudder is a competition held all over the United States. Originally designed
by the British Special Forces,
it was created to test physical
and mental strength.
Whereas most long-distance competitions are individual competitions, Mudders
rely on teammates and other
Mudders to complete the
course. Mudders also take a
pledge before the competition
that reflects the teamwork included in the race.

“There’s a real camaraderie that’s there. It’s unlike any
of the other things I’ve done.
This is a totally different kind
of feel,” said Rittenhouse.
To prepare for Tough
Mudder, Rittenhouse spent
time trail running and working on upper body strength.
His hard work paid off this
year; Rittenhouse was proud
to complete a tough obstacle
called the Funky Monkey,
which includes 50 inclined
monkey bars over a pool of ice
cold water. He fell at this obstacle last year.
“I knew what to prepare for. Last year I didn’t do
enough pull ups,” said Rittenhouse.
The Tough Mudder is
unlike any ordinary obstacle
course in the sense that the
running portion takes place
on a mud-caked trail.
“It’s very similar to running in wet sand, where you’ve

got that constant uneasy footing,” said Rittenhouse.
The weather was also a
nasty factor in this year’s competition.
“We had gotten about
two to three inches of rain on
October 9th and 10th, so this
whole course (was) just two
inches of mud,” said Rittenhouse.
Most of the obstacles involve mud, but the paths are
typically pretty dry. The extra
muddy trail created some obstacles of its own, especially
for the Mudders who ran on
the second day of the event.
“There were parts of the
course where you were going
downhill, and instead of trying to run you just took off
and slid,” said Rittenhouse.
The obstacles vary in
difficulty and fear factor and
include the Arctic Enema,
which involves swimming 20
feet or so underwater in an

Assistant A.D. Tim Rittenhouse completes his slide at the Montgomery Tough Mudder.

ice bath. Another is the Fire in
Your Hole, a giant waterslide
with six-foot flames coming
out of the bottom. The Electric
Eel involves running through
a mud-field with electrically
charged wires hanging down;
getting shocked is inevitable.
Rittenhouse got to skip out on
the Eel this year because it was

reserved for first-timers.
Other obstacles, such as
Everest, require teamwork. To
scale Everest, Mudders built a
human ladder and climbed on
each other’s shoulders.
“When it came my turn
to climb up, I stepped on
this guy’s shoulders, and he
goes ‘Hey, don’t you teach at

SLUH?’” said Rittenhouse.
A portion of the race is
dedicated to the Wounded
Warrior Project, and Mudders
have to carry a partner 100
yards for one of the obstacles.
Rittenhouse greatly enjoyed the competition, and
plans to complete the course
again next year.

Seniors operate jewlery, iPhone repair, shoe resale businesses
Sam Chechik and John
Burke
BY

STAFF, REPORTER

T

hree entrepreneurial St.
Louis U. High seniors
have started their own businesses: one making jewelry,
one repairing and reselling
iPhones, and one reselling
shoes.
Jack Potter’s jewelry business, called JPJ (Jack Potter
Jewelry) Designers, started off
small.
Potter first got the idea to
start a jewelry business when
he was in seventh grade.
“When I was in seventh
grade, I saw a YouTube video
of a guy who made a silver
band out of a Kennedy silver half dollar,” said Potter. “I
thought that that was so cool,
so I decided to make one myself.”
After roughly 16 hours,
Potter’s project was complete.
Though he was inspired by
this incredible success, Potter’s passion for making jewelry died out for a little while
because he did not have
enough materials.
All this changed at the
beginning of his junior year
when he received a blow
torch, which opened up op-

5

portunities.
Now, Potter’s business is
very successful. As he makes
more money, his ability to
purchase more and better
materials increases. As Potter’s business grows, so does
his potential to make more
jewelry. Potter mainly orders
jewelry materials from a web
site called riogrande.com that
features easy ordering and
quick delivery.
While Potter’s business
has grown considerably since
he was in seventh grade, he
still is trying to spread the
name of his business and is in
the process of making a website.
Overall, Potter has created a small, but very productive business that he enjoys
immensely.
Potter said, “Being on
my own schedule and doing
something I love just makes
the whole business really enjoyable.”
JPJ Designers’ potential for making jewelry has
increased from silver dollar
rings to name necklaces and
other unique and beautiful
jewelry. As much as Potter
enjoys this, he will keep his
options open after college and

see what else he might develop a passion for.
Potter’s work is seen
around SLUH: Secretary to
the Assistant Principal for
Student Life Marla Maurer
and theology teacher Danielle
Harrison each wear a ring he
made.
Senior Matias Grignola’s business grew out of his
hobby of buying old iPhones,
repairing any broken parts,
and reselling them. Grignola
talked to Vice President Joe
Komos and a Certified Public
Accountant (CPA) to discuss
what would make his business
official. They decided that all
Grignola needed to do was file
for taxes.
During freshman year,
Grignola wanted an iPhone
for himself, but he didn’t want
to buy an iPhone from a specific company, so he asked
around to see if he could buy
an iPhone off of one of his
friends. He eventually bought
one with cracked screen.
Wanting to fix the screen,
he went to YouTube, where
he learned that and many
other techniques about fixing iPhones. Armed with this
knowledge, Grignola started
to spread the word by ask-

ing his friends if he could buy
their old iPhones for a reasonable price.
“I like tinkering with
things, and I like hands-on
projects, so I like this because
it lets me tinker and I gain a
little profit, but, as for a serious business, I don’t think I’ll
pursue it,” said Grignola.
Grignola buys materials
with the profits from his work.
His largest expenses are buying the iPhones themselves
and extra screens. He typically
asks his friends if they have
any old iPhones to sell to him
cheaply when a new iPhone
comes out on the market.
However, because of Grignola’s limited time, he’s wary
of growing his business too
large and, as a result, doesn’t
have a web site, instead using
word of mouth to advertise.
“I don’t do it that often
because people aren’t switching phones that often,” said
Grignola. “I’d say I do one
iPhone every two to three
months.”
History teacher Tom Zinselmeyer has helped spread
the word as well, working with
Grignola in a pitch to seniors
for the business. In the pitch,
Zinselmeyer approachs Gri-

Photo | Jack Potter

Jack Potter’s handcrafted ring for Mrs. Marla Maurer.

gnola, fretting over a damaged
iPhone. But alas, Grignola
bails Zinselmeyer out, offering his service for a small fee.
Seniors Will DelaRoche
and Eric Helfrich have started
a business buying and reselling shoes via eBay.
It started in DelaRoche’s
and Helfrich’s junior year,
when they saw a cheap pair of
shoes in a store and thought
they could turn a profit. The
$80 pair of shoes they had
originally purchased were able
to be flipped for $180 on eBay,
a 225 percent profit.
Though their business
isn’t official, they do make a
large amount of money. Helfrich has already bought three
pairs of shoes for $450 and
sold them for a combined
$875, not including the $75
shipping fee per box.

Because the brand Jordans are currently popular,
DelaRoche and Helfrich go
so far as to camp out at shoe
stores.
“We got there at 4:00 in
the morning once, but they
posted the wrong time, so we
were going to have to sit there
for five hours,” said DelaRoche.
DelaRoche’s zeal for footware is clear— he calls himself
a sneakerhead and most of
his social media is filled with
show information.
Though they don’t sell
much now due to soccer, they
do have an idea to try and get
more serious with the business after the season by perhaps creating a social media
account along with their PayPal and eBay accounts.
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One step closer: Football runs by Hazelwood West on road to State
photo | Patrick Enderle

BY Marty Johnson
SPORTS EDITOR

T

he road to the Edward
Jones Dome and the Missouri state title is a difficult
path filled with the best teams
in the state, but the St. Louis
U. High football team took a
step in the right direction last
Friday night, shutting out Hazelwood West 42-0.
The Wildcats came to
play early, forcing the Jr. Bills
to go three and out on their
first possession.
“We went three and out
to begin with, which concerned me, but defensively, we
were tough,” said head coach
Gary Kornfeld. The SLUH defense was tough indeed, sacking West’s quarterback five
times and intercepting him
twice.
“We got pressure on the
quarterback pretty well,” senior linebacker Bryan Edwards said. “The D-line did
their job.”
Even so, the game was
still close approaching halftime.
With only seconds remaining in the first half,
SLUH led 14-0 and senior
kicker Jake Cox was set to
attempt a 37-yard field goal.

Hockey
falls again
to CBC
to end
tourney
run
BY Tim Nile
REPORTER

T

Instead of holding the ball for Cox to kick, sophomore quarterback Mitch Batschelett rolled out to his right and found a wide
open Edwards, who scored untouched as time expired last Friday.

But Hazelwood West called a
timeout to ice Cox, giving Kornfeld and his coaching staff
time to dial up a trick play.
“When I got to the huddle, coach told me fake it, so
I went through my motions
and it worked out pretty well,”
said Cox.
Instead of holding the

ball for Cox to kick, sophomore quarterback Mitch
Batschelett rolled out to his
right and found a wide open
Edwards, who scored untouched as time expired.
Kornfeld said the play
was a calculated risk that they
decided to take based on the
film they had on the Hawks.

The fake field goal was
the last straw for the Wildcats,
who never recovered.
In the second half, SLUH
increased its lead to 35 with
touchdown runs from senior
Andre Colvin and sophomore
Andrew Clair, who combined
for over 200 yards rushing for
the second consecutive week;

Colvin finished with 110
yards and Clair finished with
122. As a team, the Jr. Bills
rushed for more yards (279)
than Hazelwood West had total offense (159).
Junior Chris Stahl rounded out the scoring for the Jr.
Bills with a five-yard pick six

continued on page 7

he St. Louis U. High
hockey team beat Rockwood Summit 4-1 to advance
to the semifinals of the Preseason Tournament, where
the team lost 4-0 to CBC.
The team got out to a
slow start against the Falcons
before picking up the pace in
the second and third periods
en route to the 4-1 win.
“We played well,” said
head coach Kevin Fitzpatrick.
“We outshot them 44-9. We
have to bear down around the
net. It could have easily been
eight or nine to one. We’re going to need those goals for our
big games.”
Defensive
highlights
from the Rockwood Summit
game came from freshman
Steven Pawlow, who broke
up a three-on-one, and junior
Scotty Berger’s blocking and

continued on page 7

MCC swim win marks Hennessey finishes first to lead cross country
last step before State to 14th straight District title
BY Patrick
REPORTER

T

Schuler

he St. Louis U. High varsity swim and dive team
finished an exciting week yesterday, starting Saturday with
the MICDS Invite and ending with the Metro Catholic
Conference preliminary and
final meets on Wednesday
and Thursday. JV also swam
Saturday at the JV MCC meet.
That night, SLUH also
competed in the MICDS Invite. There were only four
schools in the meet, with each
school getting only two entries in each event, so the team
did not send many swimmers.
For most, this was a last
chance to get a state cut before MCCs. Freshman Mathias Hostetler accomplished
this goal in the 100 Butterfly,
swimming a personal best
and qualifying for state.
Junior Michael Krause,
however, missed a state cut
in the 50 Freestyle by .08 seconds.
“I felt really good about
it,” said Krause. “I know I can
make it this week at MCCs.”
The team’s next race,
MCC prelims, took place
on Wednesday at Forest
Park. This meet only seeded
all swimmers for the finals
Thursday, but SLUH still had
swimmers going for state.
Krause swam the 50
again and missed qualifying
by about a third of a second.
“I felt like this was one
of my faster races, but there
are still a few things I would
like to fix,” Krause said. “I
took an extra breath on my
final lap, which hurt me a lot,

and also my strokes were a
little short. If I fix those for
tomorrow, I should make it.”
Senior Michael Kennedy
was attempting to qualify in
the 100 Freestyle Wednesday,
but he missed his cut by .12.
“It felt awesome overall,”
Kennedy said afterwards. “I
definitely feel like I can do
better tomorrow though because I forgot to really mentally prepare myself before
the race. I just reminded
myself about my kick off the
walls as I was on the block. If
I go over the race earlier tomorrow in my head, I should
be ready.”
Lastly, freshman Barclay
Dale missed his state cut in
the 100 Backstroke by less
than a third of a second. As a
freshman, qualifying for state
would be a huge accomplishment.
Overall, SLUH left the
pool Wednesday satisfied
with their positions in the finals, but more worried about
certain State times.
For information regarding the MCC finals, including
meet results and top finishers, see the nightbeat below.
The dive team also had a
very exciting week this week.
Senior Ike Simmon qualified
for state earlier in the season,
and senior Kier Verhoff has
been trying to follow his lead
the entire season. On Saturday at Rec Plex, Verhoff was
finally able to do it.
“I was the only diver
for SLUH at MICDS, which
was great,” Verhoff said. “My
only real competition was Ladue, and I ended up winning
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BY Kevin Murphy
SPORTS EDITOR

S

enior Matthew Hennessey
finished first at the district
race last Saturday, leading the
team to an empathetic win on
the long road to State last Saturday. SLUH beat the closest
competition by 31 points.
The team went into
the race looking for its 14th
straight District title and 21st
out of the last 22, though two
of the usual top five runners,
senior Jack Sullivan and junior Joe Butler, were rested
last minute. Sullivan was dealing with problems with his IT
band and Butler was recovering from being sick earlier in
the week. Luckily, the depth
of the team allows for some
of the best runners to take
rests without risking losing
the race.
In the District race, junior Billy Balossi and sophomore Joe Laughlin ran in
place of Sullivan and Butler,
and both helped the team to
the victory.
“I thought we ran very
solid,” said head coach Joe
Porter. “We had great races
from Hennessey and Laughlin.”
Hennessey led the team
and the race with a time of
16:00; he beat the second
place Webster runner, Tyler
Lawson, in the last 100 yards
of the race.
“I honestly didn’t think
I was going to out-kick him,”
said Hennessey. “He was a little bit more tired than he had
let on. It was really exciting,
but I was also grateful that he
continued on page 7 was able to push like that be-

From left to right: Senior Thomas Hogan, junior Dustan Davidson, and senior Matthew Hennessey compete for first in the second half of the District race.

cause it helped me get a better
time than I might’ve gotten if
he wasn’t there.”
After Lawson, the Jr.
Bills’ two through seven runners came in uninterrupted.
Senior Thomas Hogan
(3rd; 16:19) finished just 17
seconds behind Lawson, setting a new personal record in
his final race at Forest Park,
followed by junior Dustan
Davidson (4th; 16:21) and
senior Jack Gallagher (5th;
16:44).
Gallagher was followed
by the last group of SLUH
runners, who stayed together
for much of the race. The
group consisted of Balossi
(6th; 16:56) who took the last

scoring position for SLUH,
senior Shayn Jackson (7th;
17:01), and sophomore Joe
Laughlin (8th; 17:04), who
also set a personal record that
day.
“We would like to see the
gap between Hennessey and
the group closer,” said Porter.
“Our one-to-five spread was
44 seconds, and we would like
to see that closer to 35. I think
that will happen with more
guys in the field.”
The runners are looking
forward to their next race tomorrow, partly because they
will have the regular group
back together, and also because the rearranging of the
Sectionals during the off-sea-

son put them in a Sectional
race with much more competition. Compared to last year,
when the team put six runners in the top 14 of the race,
they will now run against
Rock Bridge, who have been
top four finishers at State for
the last few years, and other
strong individual runners.
“I think it will help having such a strong team (to
race against),” said Porter.
“Our goal for sectionals is to
first, advance, and second, focus on our gaps.”
The team races at
Warrenton High School at
10:30 a.m.
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JV football surprises
with success
BY Matt Godar
REPORTER

T

he St. Louis U. High junior varsity football team
wrapped up its 4-4 season on
Monday, Oct. 20.
Although a .500 record
may not seem like anything
special, the team still finished
the season ahead of its predecessors. With four wins, this
year’s team racked up more
wins than SLUH’s last three
JV teams combined.
The team did receive
some key help for much of the
season, as a number of varsity players, including Brent
Smith, Cameron Gunn, Jeff
Cooley, and Henry Herzberg,
swung down to the JV level.
“We wouldn’t have done
as well without them,” said
sophomore Nick Gima.
Despite the assistance
from varsity, the team certainly had its struggles. Toward
the end of the year, the offensive line began to struggle
with run blocking, leading the
team to a more pass based offense, helmed by Smith.
“It was really cool to see
how all the guys had no problem adapting to me as the
new quarterback, they all sort
of just came together,” said
Smith.
The offense even dabbled with a bit of creativity at
times, as a trick play known as
the Double Pass was utilized
more than a few times in the
season.
The play starts with three
receivers lined up next to each

Next up:
Sectionals
(continued from page 6)
with 5:35 left in the game.
The dominating performance by SLUH allowed Kornfeld to play every player on
his team, even the freshmen
who were called up from C
team.
“It’s the fourth or fifth
time this year that we have
gotten everyone in, which
doesn’t happen every year,”
Kornfeld said. “It’s quite a
tribute to these guys.”
SLUH will have to be
dominant tomorrow if they
want to beat an undefeated
Hazelwood Central team.
This season, the Hawks are allowing only 10 points a game
and are coming off a 65-0 win
against Howell Central. The
Jr. Bills’ largest concern will
be on how to stop Central’s
dynamic quarterback, Mike
Glass.
“He’s a good quarterback,” Edwards said. “He can
run the ball and scramble. But
he can also throw really well,
so he’ll be a challenge all by
himself.”
But despite the challenge,
SLUH knows what it needs to
do to be successful.
“We have to keep driving
people off the ball, executing
our blocks and letting our
backs do the work,” Kavy said.

other wide. When the ball is
snapped, one receiver stays
behind the line of scrimmage
to catch a screen pass from
the quarterback. As another
receiver drops back to block
for him, the receiver-turnedquarterback looks deep to the
third receiver, hopefully open
for the bomb.
A very tricky play indeed,
the Double Pass presents a
dangerous situation, as it is either hit or miss.
“The receiver throwing the ball just had to hope
for the best sometimes,” said
sophomore Sam Harmon.
The JV defense contributed greatly to the team’s success, tackling well and shooting the gaps often.
“We came out with great
energy and played really well
together,” said linebacker
Herzberg. Before sustaining a
season-ending foot injury in
the latter half of the season,
Herzberg consistently made
key plays.
However, the defense did
have a tendency to collapse at
times.
“We kind of slacked off
a bit at the end of the season. We definitely could have
played better,”
said sophomore David Gordon.
The roughest part of the
season hit the team early,
when they lost against Chaminade in the first game of the
season. Chaminade blocked
on the extra point attempt,
disheartening the team after
the season had barely begun
by beating SLUH 7-6.
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Hockey looks ahead to regular season
(continued from page 6)

deflecting shots.
The semifinal game
against CBC did not go as
well. CBC went up early with
a power play goal three minutes in. Referee Alec Schnitzler called consecutive penalties on CBC to give SLUH
back to back power plays, but
the Bills failed to convert.
Starting the second period, the Jr. Bills had a two-onone opportunity, but could
not score. Schnitzler made a
controversial high sticking

call on senior AJ Bowman. After CBC’s power play ended,
they scored their second goal
off a wrist shot from the left
side with 9:33 left.
Sophomore Luke Gassett
quickly battled back with a
breakaway, but couldn’t score.
On the following play, CBC
scored their third goal with
8:13 left.
SLUH outshot CBC 9-8
in the second period.
“We started off pretty
good in the first period. In the
second period, we were com-

ing out flat and they were giving it to us. We got down a few
goals and we couldn’t come
back,” said junior defenseman
Steve Lockwood.
The beginning of the
third period was highlighted
by junior goalie Joe Warnecke
blocking a CBC wrist shot
then saving the rebound with
his pads. But minutes later,
CBC scored their fourth and
final goal from a wrist shot.
CBC was penalized with
11:40 left in the period, but
junior Kyle Einig’s slap shot

7

hit the cross bar. Seconds later, Schnitzler called another
penalty on CBC to give SLUH
on a five-on-three advantage.
Steve Lockwood had a good
chance, but couldn’t score.
After the power plays
ended, the Bills pushed for a
two-on-one, but Gassett’s shot
was blocked. SLUH tied CBC
for shots on goal for the game
at 23.
The regular season starts
Monday against Wentzville
Timberland at Hardees Iceplex at 7:40 p.m.

C Soccer ends 17-1 season on a high note,
Kesterson sees potential in the group
BY Joseph
REPORTER

Reznikov

T

he freshman soccer team
recently wrapped up an
astounding 2014 season with a
final record of 17-1. They won
all of their MCC games, and
their only loss came against
CBC in the CBC tournament
after a 15-game win streak.
The team was coached
by Assistant Principal for
Student Life Brock Kesterson
and ASC volunteer Molly Roberge. Kesterson took over the
job this year when Tom Zinselmeyer moved up to coach
the sophomore team.
Kesterson has always had
a passion for the game and
even though it was his first
time coaching soccer in the 16
years since his ASC year here
at SLUH, the players made it

Prep News
Sports Player of the
Week

Andrew Patke

Prep News

This week’s Prep News
Player of the Week is senior
Andrew Patke. Patke, who
is one of the varsity soccer
captains, has started almost
every game and has scored
four goals in the last three
games. He scored two goals
against McCluer North, a
game-winning goal against
CBC, and another against
Fort Zumwalt South.

Hennessey is Post
Athlete of the Week
Congratulations to senior Matthew Hennessey, who
earned the title of Athlete of the Week in the St. Louis Post
Dispatch. Hennessey finished in first place in the Class 4
District 3 race last Saturday to lead the cross country team
to a win.

a fun and easy transition for
him.
“With their skill level,
their camaraderie, and their
willingness to do whatever it
takes to win while having fun,
they were an absolute pleasure
to coach,” Kesterson said.
When asked about what
it was like having Kesterson as
a coach, freshman Buck Chevalier replied, “He’s awesome.
He’s a really cool guy, a great
coach, and he always knew
what he was talking about.”
Both Chevalier and Kesterson attribute the team’s
immense success to its chemistry.
“There was some great
chemistry between the team
and I think that’s what made
it so fun and what made us so
successful,” Chevalier said.

Kesterson said, “They got
along really well, would eat
lunch together, went to Masses together, and responded
really well to becoming a part
of something that was maybe
even more than just soccer.”
Kesterson is proud of the
fact that every field player on
the roster managed to score at
least one goal over the course
of the year. He even tried
bringing their goalies out in
the last game of the year so
they could score, but to no
avail.
Though
goals
were
widely dispersed amongst the
team, Ray Goedeker led the
team in both goals and assists.
Chevalier also is thankful and attributes part of the
team’s success to its dedicated
managers who worked behind

SLUH rules the pool at MCCS:
State is next
(continued from page 6)

which was awesome. The Rec
Plex boards, which are nicer
than SLUH’s, really helped. I
also practiced my dives a lot
this week which helped.”
Overall, the dive team
went into camp hoping for a
good turnout. Verhoff took
second overall, while Simmon
took third and senior Evan
Schulz took fourth. Looking
forward, all Simmon and Verhoff now have left is the State
meet.
The JV team came into
the MCC expecting another
win after winning the meet

last year. The meet started
out very well for the Jr. Bills,
as they took first in the 200
Medley Relay and the 200
Freestyle, swam by junior Tim
Nile. From there things just
got better.
SLUH took first in every event but two. SLUH also
swept (took first, second, and
third) every other race besides
two, not including the relays.
Overall, SLUH really
showed its depth, finishing
the meet with 416 points to
bring home another MCC title. Chaminade, who took second, scored 196 points total.

Some highlight performances came from freshman
Jack Laux, who swam a personal best and won the 100
Breaststroke. Freshman Nick
Mattingly also had a very
good day, winning the 100
Freestyle and 100 Backstroke.
The MCC meet ended JV
swimming’s season, but varsity moves on to the State Meet
next Friday, which is when the
preliminary races will take
place, and if they qualify for
the finals, they will race Saturday. The meet will take place
at St. Peters Rec Plex.

Swimming wins MCCs
photo | Patrick Enderle

photo| Kevin Murphy

Senior Matthew Hennessey winning the District Saturday.

the scenes to keep the team
running smoothly.
“They were great and definitely deserve credit,” Chevalier said.
Kesterson thought the
season was a complete success and can’t wait to watch
the group of boys grow up and
develop into great guys as well
as great soccer players.
“I’m excited about watching these guys progress over
the next four years and see
what kind of players they become in the program,” said
Kesterson. “They’re an exciting and talented group and if
they can continue to work on
the game, there are definitely
some great things for SLUH
soccer in the near future.”

Junior Justin Andrews swims to a new MCC record of 1:45:43 in
the 200 Free.

SLUH swimming scored a
whopping 396 points to beat
second place Chaminade by
110 points and third place
CBC by 200 points. Senior
Colin Derdeyn and junior
Justin Andrews led the
team in their victory and set
meet records in the process.
Derdeyn set a record in the
50 Free, swimming it in
21.72. Andrews finished first
in the 200 Free in a mere
1:45.43.
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Friday, October 24

Sophomores congregated
in the chapel for their quarterly class Mass.
Latin Club election results were announced. Consuls are seniors Luke Horner
and Joe Slama; Praetors are senior Brennan McFarland and
freshman Seamus McFarland;
Quaestors are junior Matt
Frein and sophomore Connor Keeney; Aediles are senior
Peter Volmert and freshman
Jacob Gremaud; Orators are
sophomore Robbie Schaefer
and freshman Matt Dorsey;
Postmaster General is freshman John Burke; Russian
Ambassadors are sophomores
Salvatore Vitellaro, Daniel Sitek, and Liam Connolly; and
Women’s Rights Advocates
are junior Michael Niese and
freshman James Pollard.
Arbor Day Club discussed a potential bake sale,
but decided against it as it
would allow other clubs to
hold them. They decided to
order fleeces and planned to
plant either a fruit or nut tree

Minutes

with the help of science teacher Bill Anderson.
SLUH ARK spread out
for yet another secret good
deed.
Yearbook staff met for a
work day dedicated to finding photos. Core staff, editors,
and the moderators discussed
fonts, color palette, cover design, and photo size.
Sophomore
Pastoral
Team reflected on the class
Mass and moderator Brian
Gilmore chose Joe Laughlin
and Sam Chechik to be the
next two Examen speakers.
Wednesday, October 29

Chess Club met and discussed this year’s season, and
next week’s school chess tournament.
Junior Pastoral Team
filled roles for the all school
Martyrs’ Mass on Nov. 14 and
talked about final details of
their junior class Mass today.
The all school Mass will be
held in honor of the martyrs
of El Salvador.
Senior Pastoral Team

traveled to the upper field to
discuss who could fill roles for
the Nov. 14 all-school Mass
held in honor of the El Salvador martyrs and also planned
for the senior class Mass on
Nov. 7. They tried to find out
who could be a Eucharistic
Minister at the 4:00 p.m. Saturday Mass for SLUH alums
who have died in the past year
and the 10:00 a.m. Sunday
Mass for the Open House volunteers.
Cannonball Club met
for a session of prayer in the
North American Martyrs’
Chapel and learned a new
type of prayer while reflecting
and meditating on a scripture
passage. Once they reflected
on the passage, they came
back together to review what
they saw while talking with
God.
Chem Study Session
met with ten sophomores and
three AP Chemistry students
along with science teacher
Mary Russo to discuss struggles the students have been
having and helping assist

October 31, 2014

Friday, October 31
them.
Thursday, October 30

Freshman
Pastoral
Team discussed the all school
Martyrs’ Mass and assigned
roles. They also began brainstorming for a prayer service
on Nov. 24 and 25. Finally,
they discussed potential
themes and read over the
readings for the upcoming
freshman class mass.
The A capella Club met
to practice their song, “Here
Comes the Light.”
Bocce Club won three of
their matches and lost two.
Staycation Club convened to discuss club clothing
and plan to re-explore downtown.
Politics Club took a quiz
and discussed potential outcomes of the political elections as well as the presidential campaign.
—compiled by Sam Chechik, Emanuel Parker, Joseph
Reznikov, and Joe Slama.

Schedule R

Halloween
Drive for the Homeless Delivery
Mix-It-Up Lunch
Picture Retake Day
V Swim @ MCC Meet
AP
Junior Class Mass
Princeton Footnotes A Cappella
Snack—Curly Fries
Lunch Special—Meatball Sandwich
Vegetarian—Macaroni and Cheese

Saturday, November 1
V XC @ Cross Country Sectional
V Football @ District Football Semifinal
12pm V Soccer @ District Soccer Championship
7pm
V Football vs. Hazelwood West (District 		
Championships)

Sunday, November 2

Daylight Savings Time
Open House
5pm
NIE Overnight @ MAC

Monday, November 3

No Classes—Faculty Retreat
Winter Sports Start Date
8am
Faculty/Staff Retreat @ MAC
4:30pm TASK Bowling
7:40pm V Hockey @ Timberland

Tuesday, November 4

Schedule R

Jesuit astronomer Skypes with seniors

V Soccer @ Soccer Sectional
AP
Snack—Chicken Giggles
5:30pm TASK Family Fitness
7pm
Mission Appalachia Interest Meeting
Lunch Special—Chicken Quesadilla
Vegetarian—Wild Rice Florentine

(continued from page 2)

Wednesday, November 5

co-authored by Paul Mueller,
S.J., was published on Oct. 7.
Menne’s classes were
able to speak with Consolmagno through a program set
up to link the Observatory
and its Jesuit researchers to
Jesuit high schoolers. Menne
found out about the program
through theology teacher
Chris Pinné, S.J., who has met
Consolmagno previously and
gave Menne his email. Menne
first contacted Consolmagno
a month ago; however, due to
his busy schedule, she largely
communicated with Katie
Steinke of the Vatican Observatory, who is working to get
the Skype project through its
pilot stage. St. Louis U. High
is the third school to have
Skyped with Consolmagno.
Consolmagno
and
Menne’s classes had their digital meeting on Thursday during activity period in Menne’s
biology room, S201, with
Principal John Moran and
Pinné attending as well. Consolmagno briefly detailed his

career history before opening
up the floor for student questions. Throughout the discussion, the relationship between
science and faith was a continuous theme; Consolmagno is
a strong advocate for collaboration between the two.
“Science is a pathway to
God,” said Consolmagno.
He also highlighted the
historical link between science and religion, noting that
many early astronomers and
other scientists were religious
people, a great many of whom
were Jesuit priests. He noted
that science, as it involves
large amounts of writing and
copying data, is often called
clerical.
“It’s clerical work. Why
do they call it clerical? Because it was originally done by
clerics!” said Consolmagno.
Consolmagno said that
a religious astronomer bases
his study off of three philosophical assumptions: that the
universe is real, not illusory;
that the universe has laws and
is not subjected to the whims
of nature deities; and that the

universe is good, something
through which God tries to
speak to us.
When asked by senior
Phil Olson for his belief on the
likelihood of alien life in the
universe, Consolmagno said
that the sheer odds convince
him that extraterrestrial life is
probable. He pointed out that
this would mean we are not
alone in the universe; on the
other hand, he also noted that
a lack of other life forms would
make our planet unique.
“Either way, it’s a sobering thought,” said Consolmagno.
Consolmagno also addressed his work with meteorites. As a curator, he checks
to ensure that all samples
are sorted correctly. As a researcher, he takes measurements on certain properties of
fragments, such as density and
magnetic susceptibility.
“I’ve always loved playing
with meteorites, just because
I know I’m holding a piece of
space in my hand,” Consolmagno said.
He also laughed about

Photo of the Week

the asteroid that was named
after him in 1997.
“It is, by all accounts,
a particularly boring asteroid,” he said. “This asteroid
is pretty dim. I don’t know if
that’s a statement of what they
thought of me.”
The conference with
Consolmagno was well-received by students.
“He was very much tying it in with space in general
and exploration that we’ve
talked about, the scale of the
universe, we did an entire lab
about that at the beginning of
the year. He really made that
a point. And overall, he talked
about all sorts of concepts that
we’ve touched on thus far, and
concepts that we’ll probably
continue to touch on,” said senior David Burke.
“He incorporates a lot of
the Jesuit philosophy into his
work,” said senior Thomas
Lally. “Finding God in all
things is what he really emphasized, which was really, really awesome.”

Schedule R

STUCO Blood Drive
AP
Activity Period Mass (Burshek)
Snack—Mini Tacos
6:30pm TASK Volleyball
7pm
College Planning
Lunch Special—Taco Bar
Vegetarian—Bajed Potato

Thursday, November 6
Parent Network Speaker @ St. Joe
AP
Freshman STUCO Speeches
Snack—Bosco Sticks
6:30pm TASK Drama
Lunch Special—Papa John’s
Vegetarian—Macaroni and Cheese

Schedule R

Friday, November 7

Schedule R
V Football @ District Football Championship
V Swim @ Swim State Championship
Begin Tech/Nov. Studio (through Wednesday)
Mix-It-Up Lunch
AP
Senior Class Mass
Snack—Bosco Pretzel
9:30pm V Hockey @ Francis Howell Central
Lunch Special—Chicken Bacon Ranch
Vegetarian—Buttered Noodles

Images to remember…

photo | Patrick Enderle

Athetlic Director Dick Wehner leads the students in a cheer during
last Friday night’s home football game, likely to be his last as AD.

Physical education teacher Patrick Zarrick led juniors in an almost hour-long Sunrise Yoga Session Wednesday at the White House Wehner stands alongside head football coach Gary Kornfeld; he was
Retreat.
presented with number 30 jersey for 30 years as AD. photos | Leo Heinz

