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Facilities review
generating concepts
BY Jack Kiehl and Connor the building survey will corFitzGerald
relate with the ideas coming
NEWS EDITOR, CORE STAFF
out of Imagining 18. A series
or the past few months, of smart goals came out of the
the architecture firm visioning meetings that took
Hastings + Chivetta has been place last year. The goal of the
conducting surveys of the St. facility assessment is to look
Louis U. High campus and at the space relative to the
buildings as part of the mas- goals and facilities.
ter facilities review process
Representatives
from
coming out of Imagining 18, Hastings + Chivetta, the same
SLUH’s strategic planning ini- firm that designed the Danis
tiative.
Field House and the Si ComAfter President David mons, have also met with
Laughlin introduced the department heads and repprocess to the faculty at the resentatives from other areas
beginning of the school year, around the school to receive
the group, as well as experts input from those inside the
in other areas such as heating, building. Faculty members
cooling, landscaping, and, also received an electronic
have come through to look survey to offer input.
at various aspects of SLUH’s
In the meetings with the
campus to collect informa- representatives, which came
tion.
in two waves in September
“For a school to survive and the last week of October,
100 years, you need to look faculty members discussed
at this stuff every once in a ideas relative to both their
while,” said Principal John departments and to the whole
Moran.
school.
The work done through
continued on page 5

ImprovBills features new set, theme

Show involves team competition, even if points don’t matter

F

Left to right: junior Kevin Strader and seniors Jack Embry and Paul Lieser in ImprovBills.

Advisory Committee convenes for first meeting,
discusses social media and diversity
BY Leo Heinz and Michael
Wiley
CORE STAFF, REPORTER

A

class meetings.
“(Social media responsibility) is something that we
hear a lot from teachers, from
parents, from the administration. It’s definitely ingrained
in our culture,” said senior
Jack Kiehl.
Many group members
were concerned about the repercussions the Internet may

have on face-to-face communication, and some mentioned the role of the English
department to instill the art
of conversation in students.
Eventually, the general conversation about the private
actions of students on social
media sites began to focus
on certain popular topics,
such as the recent No-Phone

Wednesday facilitated by Kesterson himself.
“(Social media) removes
an intimacy that you can get
from just (conversation). I
think the No-Phone Wednesday really helped with that,”
said junior Jack Perryman.
“Wednesday, there was
plenty of chatter in the cafete-

ssistant Principal for
Student Life Brock Kesterson met with a group of
17 students, nine parents,
and seven faculty members
on Monday night in the Robinson Library for the first of
continued on page 5
three Advisory Committee
for Student Affairs (ACSA)
photo | Nolen Doorack
meetings.
The objective of the
group is to initiate communication about and discussion
of issues pertinent to members of the school community. For Monday’s meeting,
the topics were the use and
possible abuse of social media, and diversity at St. Louis
U. High.		
After everyone in the
room introduced themselves,
Kesterson opened up discussion about social media,
including the recent SLUHNerinx Twitter encounter on
feminism and the broad topic
of “Digital Discipleship,”
which Assistant Principal
for Mission Jim Linhares has
spoken about in the past at English teacher Rich Moran and senior Thomas Lux listen during the ACSA meeting Monday.
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BY Sam Heagney
REPORTER

F

or the second year in a
row, the SLUH Dauphin
players will be putting on an
improvisation show directed by theater teacher Kevin
McKernan. This year, three
of last year’s improvisers will
return to the show, titled
ImprovBills, but it will also
feature five new actors. Five
SLUH students will be joined
on stage by two girls from
Visitation and another from
Parkway South.
This year’s show features
a new backdrop and theme.
“Last year had more of
a formal feel to it; this year’s
show will be more casual,”
said junior Ryan Hopkins,
who participated last year.
The show will still feature a fast-paced style, but
this year in the form of a comedy competition.
“There will be two teams,
and based on competitive
games, we’re gonna have
points. But, just like ‘Whose
Line is it Anyway,’ the points
don’t matter. Everyone is just
out there having fun,” Hopkins said.
“It’s definitely different
than last year, but it’s more
fun because we’re all really
competitive,” said Visitation
senior Olivia Prosser, who
was also in last year’s show.
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“It’s more fun because someone wins and someone loses.”
The show will also feature McKernan’s co-worker
from the Improv Shop, Andy
Sloey.
“Sloey is a referee this
year and acts like an emcee,”
McKernan said.
Once again, the show
will try to engage the audience as much as possible.
“The audience is gonna
play a big part. You can’t have
an improv show without audience participation,” Hopkins
said. “If you’re having fun, the
audience will realize that. If
we’re having fun we think the
audience is having fun.”
However, the show isn’t
as different from a regular
play as some think.
“You’re in character like
a play, and your character is
gonna say what your character is gonna say,” junior Kevin
Strader said.
One of the most unique
aspects of the Improv Show is
its practices.
“We just play games,”
said Strader with a chuckle.
“We went from Canadian police officers one scene.
Then, 30 seconds later, we
were in a kung fu movie,”
Hopkins said. “It all comes
down to having fun.”
The auditions this year

continued on page 5

Laughlin trip
Unlimited storage
Intramurals
Scholar Bowl
Band
UMKC
Letter, Commentary
Greek Trip
Senior Book Freature
Continued from page 1
Bow Tie
XC
Swimming
Hockey
Football
Racquetball Preview
Rifle
Continued from page 6
Minutes
Gadfly
Pulse

2

Prep News

NEWS

Volume 79, Issue 12

Laughlin attends SIPEI seminar in Spain

photo | courtesy of David Laughlin

BY Nolen Doorack
CORE STAFF

P

resident David Laughlin
attended the International Seminar on Ignatian Pedagogy and Spirituality (SIPEI)
in Manresa, Spain with about
70 Jesuit educators from
around the world from Nov. 2
to Nov. 10.
The week-long seminar
was the first of its kind, bringing together people from
Jesuit high schools and universities as well as Province
offices to discuss Ignatian
spirituality and pedagogy. The
seminar was planned after the
International Colloquium on
Jesuit Secondary Education,
a Boston conference in the
summer of 2012.
“The first conference
made people aware of this
Jesuit global network,” said
Laughlin. “This conference in
Spain asked people, ‘What are
we going to do with this network?’”
The
seminar
was
streamed online, and over
4,000 people from over 25
countries were following the
seminar virtually.
“There are a lot of differences between Jesuit high
schools across the world,” said

The Basilica de Santa Maria in Manresa, Spain seen from the front door of the retreat house.

Laughlin, “but what we have
in common, what ties us together, is our spirituality and
pedagogy.”
After arriving in Spain
on Nov. 2, Laughlin attended
five days of meetings, seminars, and discussions. Each
day covered one of four core
ideas stemming from a 1989
talk by former Jesuit Superior
General Fr. Peter-Hans Kolvenbach: forming students as
people of conscience, people
of competence, people of
compassion, and people of

Over 40 Jesuits celebrate Mass at Santa Maria de Montserrat.

commitment.
Laughlin emceed the first
day.
“We looked to the future,
what are the kinds of things
we need to be thinking of in a
lot of areas—how we develop
Campus Ministry programs,
faith formation, the way in
which education takes place,”
said Laughlin. “We looked at
a lot of dynamic things that
are happening in teaching

“Ignatian
spirituality has
shaped my life.
To be called to a
conference that
was held at these
locations was very
meaningful to me.”
and learning with emphasis
on experiential learning, differential learning, applied
learning.”
The SIPEI was not purely
informative, but it included
daily Masses and reflections,
and a retreat.

t’s no secret Intramurals
have been lacking in recent
years, but physical education
teacher Patrick Zarrick has
started to revive the program,
starting with bashball and
looking toward other competitions as well.
Zarrick has used announcements over the PA as
a stepping stone toward the
revival, rousing the spirits of
students with his deep rhythmic intonations. People have
already taken notice and responded with enthusiasm.
“The vigor Mr. Zarrick
has put into it (bashball intramurals) has helped get it
back on the map,” said junior
Luke Thibodeau. “It’s gotten

our homeroom fired up and
excited to play.”
M103 has already been
crowned freshman champions, while M217 conquered
the sophomores and M218
topped the junior class; seniors are the last group to
play.
However, Zarrick also
plans to have a final playoff between classes, pitting
M103 against M218 and
M217 against the future senior champ before a bashball
grand finale, new this year.
Zarrick hopes to fit it all in
before Christmas break somehow.
“It’s really difficult to
find a lot of activity periods
when the class that’s currently
competing is free on multiple
days,” said Zarrick.

Additionally,
Zarrick
may have to alter game play
for the seniors as a result of
their size compared to the
court.
“I’m debating whether to
run two at a time, like I have
up to this point, or just run
one at a time, full-court,” said
Zarrick.
STUCO Intramurals Rep
Gabe Horas has also helped
with the bashball revival by
reffing, making the brackets, and getting the word out
in ways other than Zarrick’s
powerful PA announcements.
“I’ll go to homerooms
every once in a while and
kind of hype up the events, get
the kids excited,” said Horas.
However, Zarrick and
Horas hope the second semester brings new intramu-

ver a month ago, Google
announced unlimited
storage for all schools that use
Google Apps for Education,
allowing students to keep all
of their files on Drive. Previously, students were allotted
30 gigabytes of storage.
Google decided to provide students with unlimited
storage for no extra charge,
since many textbooks are becoming digital.
“Companies are philanthropic for various reasons,
but this is a lot to be giving
away for absolutely nothing
in return,” said Director of Information Technology Jonathan Dickmann.
Last fall, SLUH began
using Google Apps for Education—a program that features gmail and Google Drive,
which offers similar programs
to Microsoft’s Word, PowerPoint, and Excel.
“I think it’s great,” said
freshman John Burke. “I use
Google Drive for a lot of stuff
because a bunch of my teachers put assignments on it. Unlimited storage is really cool.
It just makes it a lot easier to

save stuff and keep it stored
and available for anytime.
(Running out of storage) has
crossed my mind before. It’s
nice that you can now store a
many files as you want.”
“I’m happy that it is happening,” said English teacher
Scott Hessel. “I never really think about the amount
of space allotted to me on
Google Drive. I usually share
a lot of things with my students on there—things that
I’ve printed out for them, but
(Google Drive) is another
place of reference. I’m happy
to know that (the unlimited
storage) is a resource for me if
I need it.”
Due to the unlimited
storage, SLUHTube intends
to keep most of its videos on
Google Drive. Previously,
SLUHTube videos could only
be accessed on SLUH’s server.
Archiving videos on Google
Drive will allow students
to access videos offline of
SLUH’s server.
“It’s awesome,” said junior SLUHTube member Tom
Hillmeyer. “We can access it
off of school now. I’m really
excited about it.”

“There was a lot of prayer
intertwined with the meetings,” said Laughlin.
On the third day of
the SIPEI, the group made
a retreat to Santa Maria de
Montserrat, the Benedictine
monastery where St. Ignatius
underwent part of his conversion experience. At the monastery, the retreatants attended a Mass celebrated by over
40 Jesuits.
One of the goals of the
SIPEI was to formally create
a global Jesuit network and
international
relationships
between schools based on Ignatian spirituality and teachgraphic | courtesy of Google Apps for Education
ing methods.
“It was a palpable feeling of this global community,”
said Laughlin. “We often talk
about ‘globalization,’ and it
seems to be just this buzzword. But when you’re in a
room and you talk to the person next to you about a school
in India that does the “ExaGoogle sent SLUH a cute graphic to deliver the news.
men” everyday at school, immersion trips, and retreat programs, all of a sudden you are
very tangibly part of something you know is worldwide.”

Zarrick revives Intramurals via intercom
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Google Apps for Ed.
now unlimited storage
BY Charlie
STAFF
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BY Jack
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ral opportunities beyond just
bashball.
“I’ve heard from students
that they would like to play
basketball, whether that’s a
3-on-3 tournament where
we have multiple teams per
homeroom, or some other
format with different divisions,” said Zarrick.
He also wants intramurals to be after school or over
the weekend, as opposed to
just during activity periods.
Even more so, he wants intramurals to include any competition students are interested
in.
“If you have any kind of
game that you think would be
fun for the students to compete in, be it sport or nonsport,” said Zarrick. “Email it
to me.”

Scholar Bowl buzzes in
with strong season start

ith math teacher Don
Steingruby as the new
moderator, Scholar Bowl is
undefeated so far.
SLUH’s varsity and
JV teams are in the Private
School League, where they
play schools such as RosatiKain, Nerinx Hall, Vianney,
Chaminade, and De Smet.
Varsity Scholar Bowl is
4-0 after wins at meets over
Lutheran South, Cor Jesu, St.
Mary’s, and Vianney.
On the varsity team, junior Paul Daues has the most
points. Other members of the
team include seniors Connor
Brinkmann and Nick Perryman and juniors Justin Keel
and Michael Hayes.

“I think we did really
great,” said Brinkmann. “Because everybody’s been together, I think we bonded
very well as a team.”
“Although (last year’s
team) may have had more
natural smarts, I think we
might even be better this year
because we’re working together well and it seems like if
we’re on this pace, no one can
stop us,” said Brinkmann.
Though the JV team has
won both of its meets, two of
the total five games were forfeits, one from Vianney and
one from Lutheran South.
Scholar Bowl’s next meet
is Tuesday, Nov. 18, at Lutheran South, and they are also set
to start practicing after school
in the near future.
—Sam Chechik contributed to reporting.

students perform with the
best musicians in the St. Louis
Metro 8 district.
After making it onto the
District team, members are
free to try out for state band
at Mizzou or Columbia Rock
Bridge High School on Dec. 6.
“It’s a pretty big deal and
in some cases can get you
scholarships; in some cases

just making the district band
is one of those things where
it’s not just a feather in your
cap. Somebody’s going to look
at it and say ‘who are these
kids and where are they going
to college?’” said Pottinger.
The district concert will
be held on Sunday, Nov. 23 at
Chaminade from 1 p.m. to 4
p.m.

BY John Burke and Liam
Heffernan
REPORTERS

W

Six SLUH students make District band
BY Jack Perryman and
Mitchell Shorey
REPORTERS

I

n a few weeks, the District
Concert and Jazz Bands,
comprised of student musicians from the Metro 8 district of the St. Louis area, will
be having their first concert of
the school year.
The Metro 8 district con-

sists of the private and city
schools in the area as well
as schools from St. Charles
county.
“They come to audition
for this group, and depending on the ensemble they’ll
take anywhere from one to
two players per section,” said
band director Jeff Pottinger.
“We had a good group of kids

try out this year, which is exciting. As any teacher will tell
you, it’s hard to convince kids
to do anything extra.”
The audition is graded
on a rubric with marks off for
errors in rhythm or note accuracy, or unpleasant tone. It’s
also extremely competitive;
three or four mess-ups might
deny you a spot.

SLUH had six students
make it, including freshman
Ben Dattilo, sophomore Edward Gartner, juniors Matthew Fink and John Storgion,
and seniors Alex Ayala, Isaac
Martel, Nic Pitti, and Peter
Volmert. Fink has been a first
chair timpanist for three years
in a row.
Once they are members,
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Class of 2016 should not have to
Fleeting tweeting: Twitter not the
participate in one-to-one program place for real, thoughtful discourse
To whom it may concern:
As the administration
of the school continues to
move closer to implementing one-to-one technology in
the classroom, we feel that the
senior class of 2016 should be
omitted from the process, getting grandfathered out of the
possible installation next year.
We are not naïve. We realize that education is moving more digital every year.
We also acknowledge that
the use of technology in the
classroom at SLUH is imminent and we cannot change
that. SLUH will be one-to-one
at some point, but we would
prefer that we be left out of the
process and finish our time at
this school the way we started.
We will have already finished three years at St. Louis
U. High without the one-toone technology, and we all
agree that our learning experience has been fulfilling and
rich without it. Next year, and
perhaps for a few years after
that, the use of technology in
the classroom will be awkward, as the faculty attempt to
get away from textbooks and
paper handouts and move towards digital media.
If the argument of the
administration is that the
enhanced technology in the
classroom will better prepare

SLUH students for the professional world, we would argue
that by having grown up in a
culture of technology, we are
already more than adequately
prepared for the professional
world in that regard.
I asked five of my good
friends at Nerinx for their
honest opinion of one-to-one
technology at their school,
which Nerinx has used for almost ten years. The response
of my friends was overwhelmingly one-sided: while the
laptops have the potential to
be used as tools in class, they
are more often than not mistreated and used for shopping,
checking social media, and
playing games. The privilege
of one-to-one technology is
not taken very seriously. Also,
they said that some of their
teachers still can’t use the
technology efficiently, despite
having had almost ten years
to work out the kinks in the
system.
The use of one-to-one
technology will also take away
the intimacy of the classroom
environment,
something
that would really change the
dynamic of the learning experience. We enjoy class discussion as it is. We must be
actively involved because we
can’t absently sit behind iPad
screens. When students have

technology in class, there will
naturally be an inclination for
students to not be involved
in discussion and analysis of
the class content, which is a
huge part of what makes the
Jesuit college prep aesthetic
of SLUH very interesting and
worthwhile.
Similarly, we did not
apply to SLUH because of
the technology. If anything,
SLUH’s dedication to a traditional education is one of the
aspects of the school that drew
us most. There were plenty of
college preparatory schools
with one-to-one technology
in St. Louis when we applied
to SLUH three years ago. In
fact, De Smet had the Jesuit
college prep format that SLUH
had, plus tablets for class. But
SLUH is not any other college prep school. It is an incredibly fine institution that
molds great thinkers and even
better men, Men for Others.
SLUH does not need technology to appeal to students, and
we hope that you respect our
wish to be left out of the implementation next year.
Respectfully,
Jack Perryman ’16
Connor FitzGerald ’16
Andrew St. John ’16
Sam Perry ’16

Doric or Ionic? Students get taste of
ancient Greece in Hellenic field trip
photo | Joe Slama

The St. Louis U. High Greek class took an architectural field trip on Tuesday, Nov. 11
to examine the influence of ancient Hellenic culture on our modern world, in particular
St. Louis. The tour, led by Greek teacher Mary Lee McConaghy and history teacher Tim
O’Neil, began at Temple Corner on Kingshighway, where O’Neil showed students the
various types of Greek columns: Doric, Ionic, and Corinthian.
The classical wanderers then headed to St. Louis University’s Pius XII Library,
where they split into two groups to hear presentations on various manuscripts. The
group visited the Old Courthouse, downtown library, and St. Louis Art Museum before
concluding their day at the Olympia Kebob House and Taverna on McCausland Ave. for
a Mediterranean lunch.

BY Sam Fentress
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

E

arly in August, I wrote a
commentary for the Prep
News which was never published. It laid out a few of my
concerns about Twitter and
how I saw people using it to
respond to the events in Ferguson. We didn’t publish it for
a couple of reasons. The first
was that I needed more time
to work on it and it would
have lost a great deal of relevance had we published it a
week later. The second was
that I wasn’t fully convinced
of what I had written—that
Twitter is a dangerous place to
seek discussion about broad
social issues.
Now I am convinced.
Twitter leaves no room for
the pursuit of any meaningful discourse. Its character
limitations and spontaneity
force users to be either vague
or brash, leading to incohesive back-and-forths that end
up being a waste of space. The
removal of personal contact
from the conversation cuts

out tone, so that one user has
to make assumptions about
the other’s intent given only
the words they used. Did I
mention you only get a few of
those?
But maybe you know this.
SLUH students would never
abuse Twitter by dumping
their educated views on feminism into bungled, 140-character soliloquies. Nor would
they partake in the spread of
“Meninism,” a truly robust
online collective simply trying
to give men a better footing in
this female-serving world.
If I’m being sarcastic, it’s
because I can be. I’m writing
with no character restrictions, in a setting where I have
enough space to say what I
need to say without shoveling insults into your personal
space to assert my superior
opinion. Unlike Twitter, the
Prep News is a space where
thoughts can be developed
and arguments can be given
substance.
Michael Blair, class of
2011 and former film critic
for the Prep News, once ended

a review inviting students to
come find him in the cafeteria;
he had just taken a few rips
at Inception, a movie many
SLUH students had seen and
loved. He wanted, rather than
to just make the students angry by imposing his opinion,
to offer a chance for real conversation.
I’m afraid that Twitter doesn’t encourage these
conversations. I’m afraid that
we’re too attached to our online presences to take a step
back and write down some
thoughts or go for coffee to
talk something over. It’s become undeniably clear that
thoughtful
conversation—
written or face-to-face—is essential if we’re going to break
new ground or come to new
understandings of complex
social issues like racism and
feminism. If you want to take
time and write down your
feelings about an issue or
event, the Prep News can be
your voice. If you just want to
chat, I’ll be around in the office. In the words of Michael
Blair: let’s talk.

SLUH takes fourth in entrepreneur
competition at UMKC
BY Sam Chechik and Joe
Fentress
STAFF, REPORTER

A

t the 2014 Missouri Entrepreneurship
Challenge Finals, St. Louis U. High
students took fourth place
overall. The contest asked
teams to answer one problem:
find a way that drones could
benefit society.
The competition was
split into two contests—the
preliminaries and the finals.
For the prelims, the students
had two weeks to come up
with an idea to make a high
school store more profitable
or more efficient. During the
week of quarter exams, the
SLUH students started working on their business plan,
and around Halloween, the
groups found out whether or
not they made the cut.
The ideas were submitted online for the prelims, and
there was a separate businessrelated problem to solve for
each round.
Though 135 groups total submitted a business plan
for evaluation for the prelims,

including four teams from
SLUH, only 40 groups were
chosen out of those 135, and
only one of the four SLUH
groups made the cut. That
team was composed of sophomores Peter Hempstead, Jack
Kelly, Brian Price, and Joseph
Reznikov and senior Nathan
Price.
“Their idea was basically
to merge a version of the photo club with a merchandise
supplier, similar to Shutterfly,
where parents and students
could go to a website and see
all the different photos,” said
social studies teacher Kevin
Foy.
When they arrived at
UMKC, each of the 40 teams
of five was paired with another team, making 20 teams of
ten. The SLUH group teamed
up with five students from
Lafayette High School in St.
Joseph, Mo.
For the finals, those students, along with Foy and
ASC teacher Molly Roberge,
traveled to Henry W. Bloch
School of Management at the
University of Missouri-Kansas City (UMKC). The group

was there from Thursday,
Nov. 6 to Friday, Nov. 7.
For the finals, the students had to use new drone
technology to create a profitable business that would help
society in some way; they had
just two hours to work.
“Our idea was to have
our drone do janitorial jobs,
like cleaning high windows
on skyscrapers,” said sophomore Joseph Reznikov. “Because the job is so high-risk,
having a drone do it would
eliminate a lot of insurance
for large corporations.”
Senior Nathan Price said,
“It was stressful at the actual
event. They gave us our business plan. We only had two
hours to write up this really
detailed business plan and
proposal, and then (we had
to) also practice our lines to
do presentations.”
The
SLUH-Lafayette
team of students landed
fourth place overall after another round of presenting to
another panel of judges. As a
prize, each student received
a $2,000 scholarship to UMKC’s business school.
comic | Rollin Jackson

The cartoon does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Prep News or St. Louis U. High.
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Senior survey: a look into electives, part 1

nce upon a time, the junior and senior courses
had an honors section,” said
former English teacher Bill
George.
That was before the mid1980s, when George helped

“

American Literature

I

ntroduced with the original
senior electives, American
Literature looks at the history
of the peoples of America and
their ideas through the lens of
literature, essays, poetry, plays
and films.
Drs. David Callon and
Barbara Osburg
currently
teach the course both first and
second semester. Osburg has
taught American Literature at
SLUH since 2004 and before
taught a junior American Literature course at Parkway North.
Callon has taught the course for
four years.
The course is linear, traveling chronologically from the
1600s to the 21st century. It
follows the evolution of American ideals from Puritanism to
Transcendentalism to Realism
to Modernism.
“From the beginning, the
idea of America was disseminated through language,” said
Callon. “In my classes, we start
with the sermons and lectures
from the people on the ships
coming over here from England
in the 1600s.”
Callon’s sections of American Literature study early writers’ experimentation with new
genres that combine essays
and poetry. During this time,
American writers were trying
to establish an intellectual literary culture like the literary culture prevalent in Europe.
“People thought that if
this is a new country with a
new race of people, then they

Irish Literature

I

ntroduced in 1992 by former English teacher and
Sisyphus moderator Bill
George, Irish Literature was
born from the sabbatical that
George took to study Irish
Literature in the 1991-1992
school year, funded by the
National Endowment for
the Humanities (NEH) and
SLUH.

“I wanted to see if SLUH
would like (Irish literature) as
much as I did,” said George,
who was interested due to his
Irish heritage and his prior
knowledge of the subject.
After George left in 2012
with 32 years of teaching under
his belt, he handed the course
over to English teacher John
Kavanaugh.
The major texts of
the course include Táin Bó
Cúailnge, Dubliners, Yeats’s Poetry, Drama, and Prose, Modern
and Contemporary Irish Drama,
and Cal.
Set in the first century
A.D., Táin Bó Cúailnge is an
Irish epic poem written in
prose and is included in the Ulster Cycle, a list of tales in Irish
mythology.
“It’s an important example
of ancient Irish mythology,”
said Kavanaugh.
James Joyce’s Dubliners is a
collection of short stories published in 1914, and the stories
depict the life of a middle class
life in Dublin.

the department implement
electives,
semester-long
courses designed to give seniors a break from the routine
of the first three years.
“There was not a lot of
differentiation between the se-

needed a new form of literature,” said Callon.
One of these pieces of literary experimentation taught
in American Literature is Walt
Whitman’s Leaves of Grass,
originally published in 1855.
“It’s almost like a Bible …
it was something very new at
the time,” said Callon. “Whitman tried to create a poem to
voice what America is, and
in his mind it was a place totally free of boundaries, a place
where everybody matters.”
Callon and Osburg cover
transcendental authors who
advocated for simple living and
asked questions of capitalism.
“We always do works by
authors like Thoreau,” said Osburg. “The guys really like transcendentalism.”
“One of the lines that connects a lot of the writers like
Thoreau, Whitman, and Emerson is that now is the most
divine time in the history of
the world,” said Callon. “That
is a radical idea especially from
abolitionist writers that are
writing that the slave is as holy
and free and dignified as anyone else.”
The course studies the
changes in American ideals and
feelings, like the loss of optimism after the Civil War.
Callon said, “After the
Civil War, there seems to be this
hole in the canon of American
Literature.”
Although the texts change
from class to class and year to

year, F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The
Great Gatsby remains constant
throughout the American Literature curriculum. The Great
Gatsby reveals questions the
American Dream.
“I think that it’s the greatest novel ever written in America,” said Osburg. “It’s a novel
that suggests the American
dream is a romantic notion,
which will always disappoint
you. That’s worth contemplating. It’s a material dream. It isn’t
a dream of our founding fathers
for freedom or independence.
It’s a dream about matter, about
having stuff.”
Another novel that has
been read off and on in American Literature is E.L. Doctorow’s Ragtime. Ragtime creates
a picture of the many rungs of
society in an early 20th century
New York.
“It’s fun and hard,” said
Callon. “It tries to offer a portrait of a ragged, saucy, tumultuous, and contentious space in
New York.
Callon and Osburg end
each semester with a 21st century piece. They have used pieces
by George Saunders like his
short story the “Semplica Girl
Diaries.”
“(Saunders) is very spiritual,” said Callon. “He explains
how did we get to a place where
one viable way to make a living
is to wear really skimpy clothing and serve burgers to families.”

“It’s a masterpiece of short
fiction,” said Kavanaugh. “It’s
also set at a really important
moment in Irish history, kind
of like the turn of the century.
It’s also a good view into urban
Ireland.”
Written by W. B. Yeats,
Yeats’s Poetry, Drama, and Prose
is a collection of essays, poems,
and other works clearly shows
the writing talent in Ireland.
The Irish Literature class uses
the Norton Edition of this book.
“Yeats is arguably Ireland’s
greatest poet. Some consider
him the finest poet of the twentieth century in English,” said
Kavanaugh. “There were different shifts in his career as a poet,
so his early poetry is marked by
lyricism and what they call the
Celtic Twilight (also known as
the Irish Literary Renaissance).
His later poetry is much less
romantic and more struggling
with the realities of Ireland.”
Modern and Contemporary Irish Drama was edited
by John P. Harrington and includes fourteen plays by the
major Irish playwrights: W.
B. Yeats, Lady Gregory, J. M.
Synge, Bernard Shaw, Sean
O’Casey, Samuel Beckett, Brian
Friel, Conor McPherson, and
Marina Carr.
“The main play that we
read, (though) we read a number of plays in that collection,
is Brian Friel’s Translations, and
that’s a really important play

for the class,” said Kavanaugh.
“Irish drama, it’s a really important genre in Irish literature,
and that collection of plays introduces many different kinds
of theatrical writing.”
Cal, a novel written by
Bernard MacLaverty, tells a
short story of the troubles in
northern Ireland and is set in
the late 1960s and early 1970s.
“I think it’s a great literary treatment of the conflict in
northern Ireland,” said Kavanaugh.
Besides the books, the
Irish Literature classes also
watch films as well. Those include The Field, Michael Collins,
and Bloody Sunday. To Kavanaugh, these films represent just
as good of themes as the books
do, depicting Irish history in
feuds over land, over religion
between Catholics and Protestants, and over Ireland itself,
especially in Michael Collins,
which includes the Easter Rising, the Irish War for Independence, and the Irish Civil War.
“It incorporates many
of the elements of the course,
(like) the emphasis on land,
and it deals with issues like the
famine and the colonization of
Ireland,” said Kavanaugh of The
Field. “It draws on a lot of the
mythical elements we studied
earlier in the class.”

nior year and the other years,”
said George. “By the time the
kids got to be seniors, they
thought, ‘Oh gosh, another
year of English. Read books,
write essays.’”
Electives also gave se-

niors control over what they
wanted to study.
The following is a look at
the history and ideas behind
the 10 senior electives. The
Prep News will look at 4 this
week, and 6 next week.

African American Voices

R

everend Richard Hadel,
S.J., who taught theology
for a number of years at SLUH,
first introduced a course called
African American Autobiography starting in the mid-90s. Not
long after, now-retired English
teacher Pat Coldren introduced
a class called African American
Voices. The class became the
course Frank Kovarik teaches
today, although the curriculum
of the class is almost entirely
different from the course she
taught until her retirement in
2010.
“Mrs. Coldren may have
approached it like, ‘We’re going
to look at some African American literary masterpieces,’” said
Kovarik. “My model is more
like American Lit or Irish Lit.
I’m trying to give a kind of survey course.”
The course Kovarik constructed looks to cover different
periods of African American
history and culture. The first
quarter is more literature-based
and examines texts written between 1619 and the turn of the
20th century. The second quarter is based less in text, looking
at film, music, and other texts
and works of art created after
the early 1900s.
Kovarik said that an essay
called “Dragon Slayers” acts, in
many ways, as a frame for the
course. In the essay, college
professor Jerald Walker offers
his own take on teaching African American culture.
“His approach is to focus

Alienated Hero

T

he Alienated Hero course
was added to the curriculum shortly after the introduction of senior electives. It is
taught this year by Sean O’Brien
and Mark Cummings, who
have both taught the course
several times in past years.
For his classes, Cummings
(who began teaching the course
in the mid-90’s) has selected
the plays Death of a Salesman
(about a failing business man
who sets unwanted expectations for his son), A Streetcar
Named Desire (the story of a
southern belle who creates disturbances when she moves in
with her sister and brother-inlaw), and Shakespeare’s Richard III (which sees an outcast
hunchback in the royal family
take revenge and gain power
through deceit and murder).
Also a part of his curriculum
are the films The Wages of Fear
(about a suicidal mission by
oppressed Central American
laborers) and The Invasion of
the Body Snatchers (a sciencefiction work that follows the
story of a doctor whose town
is stripped of humanity by monotonous,
form-mimicking
aliens).
O’Brien, who took on the
course in 2010 (his first year
teaching at SLUH), has chosen
for his curriculum for the year
the three Theban plays (Oedipus the King, Oedipus at Colonus and Antigone, which detail happenings in the ancient
Greek city of Thebes as a result
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not on white cruelty, but on
its flipside: black courage. So
that becomes one of the frames
I use for the course: where do
we find black courage? Where
do we see African Americans
seeking to define themselves,
seeking to achieve freedom,
seeking to better their lives and
take care of each other and to
make America a better place?”
said Kovarik.
The major texts of the first
quarter include Incidents in
the Life of a Slave Girl by Harriet Jacobs, Tales of Conjure
and the Colored Line by Charles
Chestnutt, Up From Slavery by
Booker T. Washington, and
parts of The Souls of Black Folk
by W.E.B. DuBois.
“It’s a great example of
black courage,” said Kovarik of
Incidents of a Life of a Slave Girl.
Charles Chestnutt’s stories
look to undermine stereotypes
developed in the years after the
Civil War, notions that Kovarik
says “harkened back to this
golden era of slavery that never
really existed.”
Up From Slavery and The
Souls of Black Folk provide students with two different perspectives from leaders in the
African American community.
The second quarter begins
with the New Negro Renaissance, also known as the Harlem Renaissance.
“This was a movement in
cities all over America where
black people were trying to redefine themselves in all these

different ways—in politics, in
religion, in literature, in visual
arts, in music, in athletics,” said
Kovarik.
Redefinition acts as a uniting theme of the second semester, says Kovarik.
The second quarter of
the course uses only one text:
Drinking Coffee Elsewhere, a
collection of contemporary
short stories by Z.Z. Packer,
published in 2003.
The class also looks at a
number of works of African
American art. Students listen
to songs like Nina Simone’s “To
Be Young, Gifted, and Black”
and looks at poems by authors
like Nikki Giovanni. The class
spends time also with hip-hop
music, starting with the early
works like “Rapper’s Delight”
by the Sugarhill Gang.
One aspect of Coldren’s
class that remains is the use of
a book called Ain’t But a Place,
an anthology of African American writings about St. Louis.
Kovarik likes the local aspect it
brings to the class.
Overall, the class hopes
to challenge students to think
about African American literature, culture and issues in ways
they hadn’t before.
“I think that it’s really
valuable for students to just
kind of marinate in the African
American tradition of writing
and African American history
and to think about the issues
involved in that history for an
entire semester,” said Kovarik.

of the reign of King Oedipus),
Where Men Win Glory (the story of Pat Tillman’s journey from
the NFL to the armed forces),
and The Handmaid’s Tale (a
dystopian work that explores
the injustices done to women).
O’Brien also incorporates films,
including Children of Men (the
story of a world without children), The Proposition (about a
brother who must kill his sibling to bring peace to Australia), and Bigger, Stronger, Faster
(which focuses on the drive felt
in America to rise above the
rest). Additionally, O’Brien for
the first time has chosen the
autobiography of St. Ignatius as
one of the coursebooks.
“All of them are dealing
with ‘Here’s what we think is
super and heroic and great, but
what does that do to people that
have either reached that status
or people who can never reach
it,’” said O’Brien.
Both teachers this year will
teach the novel The Things They
Carried by Tim O’Brien, a collection of stories about soldiers
in the Vietnam War who are
ostracized upon their return to
American society.
“These men were going off
and fighting for really abstract
ideas: communism, freedom,
America. And they’re 18, 19
years old. They’re confronted
with these great horrors. How
do they tell their stories in a way
that lets people know what they
experienced, even though, to
be honest, there’s no way other

than being there that they could
experience it?” said O’Brien.
“There’s a great scene of a character ordering at a McDonald’s.
That’s a weird, mundane act
that we take for granted, and it’s
no stress for us, and yet for him,
at this point in the story it’s the
only kind of communication
he has. He can’t talk to anyone
because no one wants to really
hear about it (the war).”
According to Cummings,
the course is intended to speak
to seniors and where they find
themselves in the world in their
final year of high school.
“I think all teenagers, by
the fact of being teenagers, feel
estranged or alienated or outside an adult world, the world
of their peers, an institutional
world, and that’s just part of
the struggle. I think all humans
feel it, but especially at your age
as seniors,” said Cummings.
“‘What am I gonna do? Where
am I gonna go? How am I gonna fit in? Why do these guys in
my class act this why? Why do
these adults act this way? I don’t
wanna go that route; I wanna
find my own way. I wanna find
a way that I can make my own.’”
American Literature
written by Nolen Doorack
African American Voices
written by Sam Fentress
Irish Literature
written by Sam Chechik
Alienated Hero
written by Joe Slama
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(continued from page 1)

Some of the overlapping
themes from the various faculty meetings have included
classrooms and offices as well
as adding certain areas to the
school.
One of the issues with
classrooms for many of the
departments is having multipurpose classrooms.
“The impression I got
was that they wanted us to
focus on more flexible classrooms,” said theology department chair Rob Garavaglia.
The science department
currently uses six classrooms
and, as there is not a proper
second physics lab, some
classes have to be held in
221C.
“When we met with the
architects, one of our things
was two proper physics labs,
not a classroom pushed into a
lab,” said science department
chair Mary Russo.
Five of the seven labs
(including 221C) are also full
most of the day, so science
teachers have to share spaces.
“When you’re sharing
with at least one teacher and
you’re all doing different labs,
it’s nice to have one unscheduled period when we’re not
interrupting each other,” said
Russo.
Russo discussed the idea
of having an additional lab
that could be used for multiple
purposes, including a space
for long-term student projects

or electives in the future.
The art department also
has a need for another art
classroom. Currently, the
gallery in the center of the
second floor of the J-Wing
is used for multiple different classes. Since the room
is filled, there is no space for
regular student or faculty art
shows. When there is an art
show, art teacher Joan Bugnitz has to schedule projects
outside of the gallery.
The art department also
is in need of storage space.
Many students have to store
their work of various media
in the hallways.
Many of the teachers also
discussed classroom furnishings. Math department chair
Beth Kissel mentioned the
desks she had seen at Brebeuf
Jesuit in Indianapolis, where
they are longer, around three
feet wide, and have chairs that
are separate from the desks.
“That really brings more
collaboration in the classroom,” said Kissel. “To do
that, classrooms probably
have to be slightly bigger.”
English department chair
Steve Missey also mentioned
the possibility of bigger desks,
standing desks, or movable
multiple-person tables with
separate chairs to replace the
current undersized ones.
Kissel also mentioned
improving technology in the
classrooms, pointing out that
Apple TV does not always

work and only works with
Apple devices. At Brebeuf,
classrooms have a USB cable
that can be paired with different types of devices.
In terms of office space,
many of the departments discussed the need for an open
office space as well as a private
meeting room.
Campus Ministry, for instance, has open space for students to utilize, private offices
for the individual Campus
Ministers, and a private conference room for meetings.
“Basically the main thing
was preserving this open
space for students to utilize,”
said Campus Minister Nick
Ehlman.
The science department
is one of the offices that does
not have a space like this.
Since the science teachers
do not have their own classrooms, they have to meet
with students in their offices,
though there is no space for
work, private conversations,
or test makeups.
“If we’re dreaming, it
would be great to have an expanded office space where we
can have private meetings,”
said Russo.
Russo did mention the
benefits of having shared
departmental office space.
Teachers can easily have conversations and collaborate.
“We have to be communicating with the nature of our subject matter,

said Russo.
There have also been discussions about adding new
spaces.
Physical Education Department chair Scott Gilbert
mentioned the possibility of
a health room that could be
used for meetings as well as an
extension of the fitness center
by knocking out a wall that
has a storage area on the other
side of it. The extension would
leave space for either more
cardio-vascular equipment
or a multi-purpose core/yoga
room.
“All of these concepts
would be really nice and enriching for the students,” said
Gilbert. “I am satisfied with
the things we currently have;
these would be really nice extras.”
Another space that has
been proposed is a faculty
commons that would house
most of the academic departments to encourage collaboration.
“The general faculty response has been, we would
like to collaborate with the
other departments,’” said
Missey. “We are interested in
places that would make that
possible, but we’re also very
protective of our strong departmental culture that creates strong academics and
collegiality.”
There has also been discussion about a Global Education Center. One of the
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The racks outside the art rooms store many of the student projects, since there is not space inside of the classrooms.

original visioning groups for
the Imagining 18 process was
Global Education, co-chaired
by social studies teacher Tom
Zinselmeyer and Michael
McDonough, ’92. The visioning group hoped to “properly
equip SLUH scholars with the
knowledge and understanding
of culture, language, geography and global perspectives,”
according to the Imagining 18
website.
The architects are still
in the information-gathering
stage, which Laughlin describes as a back and forth
process.
“They’re bringing us
drafts of ideas or data. They
get loops of feedback, they
listen, go away, give it back,”
said Laughlin. “It’s a process

of dialogue about the campus,
how we use it, goals we have
for how we might improve it.”
As the group meets with
teachers and takes the information from the surveys, they
will begin to form concepts.
“What are we hearing
about classrooms? What are
we hearing about office spaces? What are some themes
where there’s a consistency?”
said Moran.
“There’s a lot of points of
input, there’s a lot of thinking
and information, so it’s a big
process, but it’s a good thing
for the school to look at at a
macro level,” said Laughlin.
“It’s big but it’s coming together.”

Kesterson’s Advisory Committee meets for first of three times
(continued from page 1)

ria, but there was on Thursday
too,” said Cathy Pitlyk, who
operated the Senior Moms
Bake Sale during the week of
the phoneless Wednesday.
The ACSA then shifted
conversation toward the Twitter dialogue between SLUH
and Nerinx Hall on feminism.
“The ease of which you
can type something and post
it on a computer or phone I
think took away from what
could have been a really fruitful conversation,” said Kesterson on the controversy.
The group outlined the
fact that, although not all of
the Nerinx-SLUH Twitter
postings were provocative,
140 internet characters really is not the most productive way to voice any relevant
opinions or carry out dialogue
and conversation.
“(The Internet) makes
it so much easier to say the
wrong thing,” said junior Nick
Scheer.
Concluding the topic of
Nerinx-SLUH Internet interactions, Kesterson alluded to
a possible forum with the two
schools sometime in the coming weeks.
The discussion quickly
drifted towards next year’s
one-to-one technology mandate and whether the increased exposure and accessibility to social media could
harm class performance and
participation.
“If you interrupt reading
a short story 20 times to check
Twitter, you haven’t entered
into the emotional world of
that story,” said English teacher Rich Moran.
However, those present
recognized that what is true

for one student is not necessarily true for everyone else.
“I think it’s okay to say
that a lot of students use social
media too much, but when we
generalize, we end up stereotyping,” said freshman Liam
Heffernan.
Finally, the attendees
moved on after one final comment on the issue.
“I see very little difference between alcoholism and
drugs and being addicted to
these things and not doing
your work. I mean I think we
need an AA meeting here for
those people. You guys should
be able to put the damn things
down and do your work.
There, I said it,” said art teacher John Mueller, who was met
with an eruption of applause
and laughter for his classic
“There, I said it” line.
Next, the Advisory Committee, despite its lack of minority presence, moved on
to the matter of diversity at
SLUH. From that moment
on, the talk was somewhat
strained as people hesitantly
pondered the best way to
phrase their responses and
knew the awkward situation
of the meeting, having no
perspective from other races
present.
“I think it’s kind of an
ugly topic. It’s like picking a
scab,” said Martha McArthur,
mother of sophomores Peter
and Michael.
“This is the most helpless
I’ve felt in a conversation in a
long time,” said Kesterson.
Although the topic
may have been tense, people
agreed on its importance, especially in the moments leading to a Grand Jury decision
regarding the Aug. 9 shooting

of Michael Brown in Ferguson.
“I don’t want to make a
decision until I have all of the
information available to me,”
said senior Eric Pitlyk.
Kesterson reminded the
assembly of Principal John
Moran’s November newsletter on SLUH’s response to the
Grand Jury announcement, a
letter which was like that of
many other schools in the St.
Louis area. Kesterson briefly
informed the group of plans
for a school-wide meeting on
Wednesday, Nov. 19 on race
relations in St. Louis, including presentations by Terry
Jones, ’59, an African American UMSL professor, as well
as history teacher and basketball coach Erwin Claggett.
The committee focused
on what the obstacles to diversity may be and what steps
are being taken to overcome
them, including the role of
ACES in celebrating the diversity at SLUH.
“I feel like we do a lot
more with recruiting minority students than actually making them feel welcome,” said
junior Nolen Doorack, who
commented on the steadily
growing population of minority students at SLUH.
Some members pointed
out what might be a lack of
diversity in the Si Commons,
claiming that the white students, and African American
students are separate when it
comes to seating positions at
lunch.
“I don’t think we need
to break (these tables) up. I
don’t think it’s a problem,”
said Mueller, who likened
lunch tables in the Commons
to separate tables of men and

women in the faculty lounge.
The idea of hypersensitivity to race being an inhibitor to equality became apparent throughout the night’s
discussion.
“I often get frustrated
when the goal is diversity. I
think the real goal is colorblind admission,” said theology teacher Carl Heumann,
S.J. “When you start talking about diversity, well, the
school’s very diverse economically. It’s diverse geographi-

cally in the metro area. It’s not
very religiously diverse, and
one wouldn’t expect it to be, I
don’t think.”
However, one parent
took a step back and recognized the ambiguity in the
room with regard to the very
definition of diversity.
“I think it’s an interesting topic to have at this table.
What do you really mean by
diversity? SLU High as an
institution needs to find diversity, and I think it’s very

narrow-minded when you
think of it from only a color
standpoint. There are economic issues. There are neighborhood issues. There’s rural
vs. suburban vs. city. If you really want to take the lead as a
city school, you need to attack
it from a student level as well
as a parent level,” said SLUH
alum John Ceriotti, father of
sophomore Matthew.
The next meeting is
scheduled for Jan. 26.

ImprovBills debuts tonight
(continued from page 1)

yielded more students than
last year’s. Twenty-five total
students came, including five
girls from outside of SLUH.
“I think there’s a little bit
more energy around it this
year because people had fun.
It’s something that I wasn’t
even sure I was gonna do
again this year but a lot of
kids were coming up to me
and asking if we were gonna
do it again,” McKernan said.
“I see it being a thing that really grows, hopefully.”
Most of the actors haven’t
been in shows in the past, including Strader. However, the
cast’s inexperience hasn’t hurt

them.
“You don’t really hit a
wall in a scene,” Strader said,
“and if we do get stuck there
are other people on stage who
will dive on a grenade for you
and save the whole scene.”
The show will be held
in the Schulte Theater. Each
show will feature a run time
around 90 minutes, but it will
vary each night. The show will
run Friday and Saturday at
7:30 p.m. and Sunday at 2:00
p.m. It’s a studio performance,
so seating will be on stage.
The actors will have a
simple backdrop, which differentiates the red and blue
teams, and a gymnasium

scoreboard. A big set isn’t
needed for these actors because they make set with their
improvisation and imagination.
Throughout the three
nights the show runs, the actors will put on three completely different shows. Not
only does the audience not
know what’s coming, but neither do the actors themselves.
That’s what makes it so exciting.
“We’re the only group of
people who can perform this
exact show at this exact time.
You can’t go anywhere else and
see one of these three shows
done,” said Hopkins.

How do you tie a bow tie?

Three St. Louis U. High
juniors recently gained citywide publicity through the
latest SLUHTube video, “How
To Tie a Bow Tie.”
The SLUH Mother’s
Club requested the video in
order to promote the SLUH
bow ties that will be sold at
SLUHtique later this month.
The video, filmed by Tom

Hillmeyer, consists of closeups as Nick Bentz demonstrates with two different ties.
Jack Zimmerman provided
audio voiceovers instructing
viewers in tying and advising
them on fashion.
The video was featured
on St. Louis FOX 2 News on
Nov. 11 as part of the station’s
“Bow Tie Tuesday.” Meteorol-

ogist Glenn Zimmerman, father of Jack, originally shared
it with the studio. The station
aired clips of the video and directed viewers to YouTube to
see the whole thing.
The video can be
viewed on SLUHTube’s channel.

—written by Joe Slama.
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Clear
eyes, full
hearts lead
football to
successful
7-3 record
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XC falls short, takes second place to Lafayette
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Finding
gold:
swimming
finishes
4th at State
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BY Marty Johnson
SPORTS EDITOR

he lights might have gone
out on the St. Louis U.
High football team’s season,
but the 7-3 Jr. Bills have nothing to hang their heads about.
In a season that featured
games against three undefeated teams and five teams
that eventually played for
district championships, the
young team not only survived
its gauntlet of a schedule, it
thrived.
Longtime head coach
Gary Kornfeld largely credited the team’s success to the
players themselves.
“Our kids really worked
hard in the offseason, especially our linemen,” Kornfeld
said.
During the offseason, the
Jr. Bills’ offensive and defensive lineman would meet Saturday mornings for the Strong
Man program that is led by
three of SLUH’s assistant
coaches. The workout, which
sometimes lasted as long as
four hours, helped make the
trenches a place where the
Jr. Bills found great success
throughout the season.
The offensive line constantly opened huge running lanes for SLUH’s explosive running back tandem
of senior Andre Colvin and
sophomore Andrew Clair. As
a team, the Jr. Bills rushed for
1,827 yards and gained an average of 5.5 yards per carry.
“I knew our line would
be good because of its experience,” senior offensive tackle
Max Kavy said. “We had four
returning starters.”
A predominantly runfirst team, the Jr. Bills also
got great production from
first year starting quarterback
sophomore Mitch Batschelett.
Batschelett started every game
for the Jr. Bills, throwing for
1,377 yards and 12 TDs while
completing 60 percent of his
passes. His go-to receiver was
junior David Jackson, who led
the team with 520 receiving
yards.
The dual-pronged offensive approach paid off for
SLUH, as it averaged 32 points
a game and scored more than
40 points five times.
The defense was equally
dominant. Led by seniors
Spencer Chipley and Bryan
Edwards, the defense allowed
just 15 points a game. A huge
factor was SLUH’s ability to
play take-away and whacka-quarterback. The Jr.Bills
forced 19 turnovers and
sacked opposing quarterbacks
15 times.
Edwards believes that it
was their approach that led to
their success.
“We (took) things week
by week and (didn’t look)
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Senior Matthew Henessey leads a pack of SLUH runners after the first mile mark at last Saturday’s state cross country meet.
BY Kevin Murphy
SPORTS EDITOR

T

he Missouri State cross
country race last Saturday marked the end of an era
for the Jr. Bills, who, after winning the race for the past two
years, fell to rival Lafayette
by 45 points, despite scoring
one of the lowest point totals
in SLUH history and running
the fastest average time in
SLUH history.
“I could tell by the mile
mark we were going to be
second—Lafayette looked too
strong,” said head coach Joe
Porter. “Our focus was on our
own race, and we ran well.”
The runners went into
the race hoping for their best
race, and couldn’t control how

the other teams ran. Lafayette had one of the best races
in state history, scoring 41
points and putting four runners in the top ten.
Despite the second place
finish, SLUH was happy with
the performance and congratulated Lafayette on their
phenomenal performance.
“I think the team ran
well,” said Porter. “We ran into
a better team.”
Leading the team as he
has all season was senior Matthew Hennessey, who ran the
best race of his career on the
most important day. He finished with a time of 15:50 and
took sixth place on the day.
Following
Hennessey
was senior Thomas Hogan,

who also ran a strong race,
finishing in an all-State position of 19th place with a time
of 16:19.
The next group of SLUH
runners came in close to each
other. The group consisted
of junior Dustan Davidson
(16:28; 30th) and seniors
Shayn Jackson (16:34; 33rd)
and Jack Sullivan (16:46;
41st). Jackson ran his seasonbest at State.
The last two SLUH runners were junior Joe Butler
(16:47; 43rd) and senior Jack
Gallagher (17:34; 126th). Gallagher spent the beginning
of the race pushing the front
pack, but was unable to continue at the fast pace.
As a team, SLUH per-

formed well, scoring only 86
points, which is this group’s
record point total. The average time for the runners was
16:24, the fastest ever in the
history of SLUH cross country. The second place finish
marks nine out of the last 10
meets in which SLUH has
garnered a trophy.
“I think all the work we
put in was still worth it, and
I’m glad I did it and so blessed
to have been a part of this
team,” said Hogan.
“This was a group that
really cared about each other,”
said Porter. “It showed in how
they acted all weekend, and
I’m proud to work with such
a great group of guys.”

Onslaught of goals lead hockey to a 3-0 record
BY Tim Nile
REPORTER

T

left.

he St. Louis U. High
hockey team moved to
3-0 on the season with a 9-1
win over the Francis Howell
Central Spartans and a 6-0
shutout against the Kirkwood
Pioneers last week.
Senior captain Tommy
Espenschied scored the first
goal against Howell. In the
following minute, junior captain Patrick Pence had a huge
hit, leveling a Spartan in open
ice. With 6:17 left, freshman
Matthew Hohl added to the
Jr. Bills’ lead as he scored the
team’s second goal.
Twenty seconds after a
tripping penalty on Howell,
Espenschied scored the team’s
third goal off an assist from
sophomore Luke Gassett.
The period ended with
the Jr. Bills outshooting the
Spartans 16-1; Howell didn’t
record its first shot on goal
until there were 45 seconds

“The defense is pretty
solid right now. All of our
guys are playing really well
right now, and we have (junior) Joey Pinkowski coming back later in the season,
who’ll be a really good addition, so we have a really solid
defense this year,” said junior
defender Scotty Berger.
The second period felt
something like the sophomore John Sieckhaus show.
Sieckhaus started things
off early in the second period with wraparound goal to
make the score 4-0.
After the Spartans scored,
Sieckhaus struck again with
3.8 seconds left in the period
to make the score 5-1.
In the third period, goalie Joe Warnecke was relieved
of his duties and senior Ben
Keeven took over. Sophomore
Chaz Palumbo, senior Ryan
Krippene, sophomore Blake
Riley, and sophomore Liam
Knobbe all scored in the third

as SLUH piled on for the 9-1
win.
The Jr. Bills outshot the
Spartans 53-17 for the game.
“We played pretty well,
we were all pretty happy about
how we played. We came together as a team and really
took it to them in that game,”
said Berger.
The game against the
Pioneers looked a lot like the
game against Howell, full of
goals.
It didn’t take long for the
Jr. Bills’ first goal, a cross goal
pass from senior Brendan
Walters to Gassett and into
the back of the net to make it
1-0. With 4:34 left in the first
period, Knobbe scored his
first of the night off an assist
from Palumbo.
Pence scored the team’s
third goal off his skate with
9:28 left in the second period, deflecting senior captain
Danny Tarlas’s shot. Berger’s
impeccable
shot-blocking
abilities helped preserve the

shutout.
Knobbe scored his second and third goals within 15
seconds of each other in the
third.
“I was actually going
for the rebound to the other
winger and it just happened
to go in so that was exciting,”
said Knobbe about his third
goal.
Palumbo scored the sixth
goal unassisted.
The shutout was Warnecke’s first of the season.
“We played well, we’re a
pretty good team and we can
compete with everybody so
we should have a pretty good
season,” said Knobbe.
The Jr. Bills’ next game
is Saturday against the Vianney Griffins. The game is set
to play at the Grindhouse on
Gravois, more commonly
known as Affton, and will
start at 7:30.

2014-2015 Water Polo Captains
Colin Derdeyn

Franklin Rosario

Michael Kennedy

he St. Louis U. High swim
and dive team ended its
season with a fourth place
finish at the MSHSAA State
Championship meet held Saturday at St. Peter’s Rec Plex.
Prelims were held Friday
to trim the field to the top 16
seeds in each race for Saturday’s finals. Each race has two
heats.
Last year, the Jr. Bills
took eighth overall out of 44
schools.
The diving portion of
the meet took place Saturday
morning at 9 a.m.
SLUH entered two senior
divers this year: Ike Simmon
and Kier Vierhoff. Both came
into the meet hoping to get
points for the team in the top
16, but were unable to do so.
“We could have done
better overall, but I am still
really happy with how we finished out our SLUH career,”
said Simmon. “It was really
exciting to make it to State as
a senior.”
Going into the season,
coach Joe Esposito said his
goal was to improve on last
year’s State result by finishing
in the top five.
Senior captain Colin
Derdeyn said before the meet,
“My original goal for the season was to be a top five team
at State, but I have no doubt
we can finish top two.”
After the Jr. Billikens
dominated prelims Friday,
they were in a position to
place second overall Saturday.
To open the finals,
SLUH’s 200 Medley Relay,
seeded No. 2, placed second
behind Rockhurst, who broke
the state record in the process
of winning the race. Overall,
this was a big start for the Jr.
Bills, as each relay counts for
double the points of an individual race.
Next for the Jr. Bills were
four very important individual races from two of SLUH’s
top swimmers all year: junior
Justin Andrews and senior
Colin Derdeyn.
Seeded second in the 200
Freestyle, Andrews swam a
1.41.13, beating the school record he already held to finish
second overall.
Andrews also placed
second in the 500 Freestyle.
Despite leading the pack
for most of the 20-lap race
though, he was unable to hold
the pace until the end.
“I am sick of second
place finishes,” Andrews said
after the race to a reporter
from the Post Dispatch. “I was
very happy with my time. It
was a .17 drop from my best
time. The 500, I was very disappointed. I added four seconds to my best time ever.”
Andrews won three sil-

continued on page 7

SPORTS

November 14, 2014

Prep News

7

Rifle prepares for season opener at Iroquois meet Racquetball begins
Alex Wang
teams at the Raider Classic, year, is highly regarded for his better understanding on each
coming in third place.
consistent performances.
position. No longer do I have season, eyes fifth
This year, the squad
“I believe what ultimately to start learning from scratch.”
he St. Louis U. High rifle hopes to feel much more pre- it comes down to is practice,
Lally believes the team straight national title

BY
REPORTER

T

team will open the season
against Iroquois West High
School in Gilman, Ill. on Dec.
6 in the annual Raider Classic.
Despite winning State
nearly every year, this is the
last chance for seniors Matthew Bates, Brendan McFarland, and captain Thomas Lally to win Nationals. The team
missed its chance last year to
be nominated as one of the 42
teams competing in Nationals; this year, the team hopes
things will be different.
Last year, the rifle team
was overwhelmed by the

pared entering the season.
“I am committed to going
to every practice that is available to me. Team members
are only required to go to four
practices a week because two
of the five are freshman days.
I am going to go to all of the
practices to become the best
shooter I can be,” Bates said.
Bates is part of the elite
varsity team, led by Lally.
The other members include
McFarland and junior Sean
Wohlstadter.
McFarland, a member of
the rifle team since freshman

practice, practice. I believe it
is what will help differentiate
us,” said McFarland. “I think
our practices will be more
consistent with more commitment from the team. We may
not be at our goal yet, but at
this point in the season we
have shown significant improvement.”
Wohlstadter, the only
junior on the varsity squad,
agreed with McFarland.
Wohlstadter said, “With
another year under my belt, I
have a lot more direction from
the coaches and I have a much

will do a lot better in his second year as captain.
Lally said, “I am extremely optimistic about this
upcoming season and I believe that the team has gained
an experience, talent, and determination to do better this
season than the last. We have
been training harder than we
have in the past, and although
we are not shooting as well as
we hope to, we have seen major improvement and hope to
reflect that in the upcoming
match.”

Running game, defense shine for Jr. Bills
photo | Dominik Skroska

(continued from page 6)

ahead to big games,” Edwards
said.
But it was not only skill
and hard work that got the Jr.
Bills a win away from a spot
in the district championships
against CBC. It was the bond
that they created before the
season.
“From this summer, we
stressed faith, family, football,
with an emphasis on family,”
Colvin, who led the team in
rushing with 884 yards, said.
“We took a few days as captains to spend the night with
each other and we spent the
night as a whole team at (Anthony) Sansone’s house. We
just tried to stay tight and
keep everyone involved.”
This bond would help
the Jr. Bills overcome adversity. After a disappointing
13-6 loss to Chaminade, the
Jr. Bills were 2-1, with crucial
MCC games against De Smet
and CBC remaining.
“The Chaminade game
was one that we thought that
we didn’t play well,” Kornfeld said. “I told the kids we
have to own these things, that
we’re better than that. From
that point forward, I thought

No. 19 Daniel Isom takes a handoff from quarterback Mitch Batschelett on Nov. 1 against Hazelwood Central. SLUH lost the game 23-14, ending its season with a 7-3 record.

we played well every Friday
night, including the loss to
CBC.”
SLUH finished its remaining schedule 5-1, including a 38-35 upset of then-unbeaten Kirkwood.
“It was huge,” Kornfeld
said. “I think our kids knew
that we could play with the
great teams, but this game
photos | Nolen Doorack

showed them.”
The team would carry
this momentum to rout Hazelwood West 42-0 before
falling to Hazelwood Central
23-14.
“Even at the end against
Hazelwood Central, I thought
we played tough, that we
played physical,” Kornfeld.
“That was a heck of a club.”

Best season finish for
swimming since 2003
(continued from page 6)

Top: Varsity runners hug after State race. It was the last time
four of the seven raced for SLUH.
Below: Racers were cheered on by the biggest spirit section of
the XC season.

The season, while over, is
viewed fondly instead of negatively.
“I didn’t think we would
be as good as we were, but a
lot of young kids stepped up,”
Kavy said.
“We were playing the
best that St. Louis had to offer,
and for the most part, we beat
them,” Kornfeld said.

ver medals total.
Derdeyn swam the 50
and 100 Freestyle; coming
into the season, his goal was
to win the 50. Seeded second in the field on Saturday,
Derdeyn took third with a
time of 21.43.
Derdeyn placed seventh
overall in the 100 Freestyle
with a time of 48.03.
The last individual swimmer for the Jr. Bills was junior
Mark Franz. Franz came in
seeded 24th in the 100 Breaststroke, but after prelims had
moved up to the 14th seed.
In the finals, Franz finished the season with a 16th
place finish with a time of
1.01.87.
“Going into my second
state meet, I had some great
experience from last year,”
Franz said afterward. “I feel
like all my hard work and dedication during practice this

year really helped me drop
two seconds from last year.”
SLUH still had two other
relays to swim, the 200 and
400 Freestyle Relays. Overall
the Jr. Bills finished 13th in
the 200 and fifth in the 400.
“We placed way better
than we were seeded going
into prelims, which we knew
we could,” junior Michael
Krause said about the 200 Free
Relay. “We all had work to do
going into the finals, but overall we swam about the same
time.”
“The four of us (in the 400
Free Relay) were overall happy
with the relay,” Andrews said.
“I swam a little slower than I
wanted, but Michael Kennedy
swam really fast and made
up for it. Colin and Mark did
what they had to do and swam
great.”
Overall, the Jr. Bills finished the meet in fourth place

BY Joseph
REPORTER

Reznikov

A

fter four consecutive national championships,
SLUH’s varsity racquetball
team looks continue its dominance and capture another
national title. With three returning varsity players and
lots of young talent, the team
is excited to begin this new
season.
This year’s varsity squad
consists of six seniors—Kevin
Schneier, Brian Kissel, Ben
Buescher, Mike Warfield, Ike
Simmon, and Andy Warfield—junior Charlie Mueth,
and sophomore Chris Schulze.
Schulze is the first sophomore since Schneier to start
out a season on varsity.
“It’s kinda strange (being
on varsity) since all of the kids
my age are on different teams.
But it’s still a really cool experience,” Schulze said.
Head coach Joe Koestner, along with racquetball
program director Patrick Zarrick, are excited about the potential Schulze has shown so
far in his SLUH racquetball
career.
“It’s very unusual to have
a sophomore on varsity. We
usually reserve those spots for
juniors and seniors. But because of the consistency Chris
has shown, we think he definitely deserves to be there,”
Koestner said.
Zarrick added, “We noticed freshman year that he
had very good natural ability
as well as a strong work ethic.”
Though a large number
of players from last year’s
national championship team
graduated, the two coaches
think that with the leadership
of the three returning varsity
players, the team has state and
national championship potential.
“We always start the year
off curious how good we’ll
be compared to the competition,” Koestner said. “But I

think this team is pretty darn
strong. Lots of guys have
stepped up and worked hard
on their game.”
Zarrick added, “Some of
the older guys gained lots of
experience from the national
tournament, which I think
will really help us this year.”
If the team were to capture the state title this season,
it would be the fifth year in
a row, which has never happened in SLUH racquetball
history.
“The 5-peat would be an
extremely impressive feat,”
Koestner said.
Koestner added, “We already hold the record for the
most national titles in a row in
the history of the high school
racquetball league at four, and
if we were to win our fifth this
year, it would be simply unheard of.”
When asked about goals
for the year, Schulze said, “I
hope to go undefeated as an
individual during the season,
as well as win state and nationals. That’s always the goal.”
The team had its first
match of the year last Tuesday,
against SLUH’s Varsity 2. Varsity 1 won the match handily
6-1, with the only loss coming
from a forfeit.
The team’s next match
will be against one of its rivals
and one of the better teams in
the league, Parkway West. The
match will be at Vetta Concord next Tuesday, Nov. 2, at
3:30 pm.

artwork | Hap Burke

O’ Connell is #1
St. Louis U. High history chair and teacher
Bob O’ Connell was named the AAA coach
of the year after leading John F. Kennedy
High School to a 10-10-1 record and a trip to
the Class 2 District 4 title game against John
Burroughs. It was O’Connell’s first season as
head coach.
out of 47 schools, a tremendous accomplishment and
improvement from last year’s
eighth place finish, and the
best result the Jr. Bills had
seen since 2003, when they
won the meet.
SLUH also was the only
St. Louis area school to take
home a trophy, given to the
top four finishers.
“We swam very well,” Andrews said. “Coming into the
meet, we knew Rockhurst was
going to have multiple guys
that swim year-round and are
super fast that our non-year-

round swimmers wouldn’t be
able to keep up with. Our goal
was to be the best St. Louis
team. It was a great ending to
a very successful season.”
‘Fantastic’ was the note
Esposito sounded about the
meet: “Colin Derdeyn, fantastic. Peter Brooks, fantastic. Arthur Larson, fantastic.
Michael Kennedy, fantastic.
Mathias Hostetler, fantastic.
Mark Franz, fantastic. Michael Krause, fantastic. Justin
Andrews, priceless.”
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Friday, November 7

Yearbook gathered to
work on pages and discuss the
new font.
Film Club gathered as a
group and watched Iron Man.
Sophomore
Pastoral
Team members suggested
possible service opportunities
for the club to participate in
over the course of the second
quarter. They also received a
new prayer and prayed it as a
group.
Monday, November 10

ment of others, especially
women, at SLUH and the use
of social media and technology. See article on page 1 of
this week’s Prep News.
Liturgical
musicians
practiced for the all-school
Mass on Friday.
The Cannonball Club
munched on pizza and
watched the video “What is
a Jesuit Vocation?” and then
discussed the aspects of being
a Jesuit and what they do in
their lifetime of service.
Mock Trial discussed the
newly-released case and had
an introduction outlining the
upcoming year.

Thomas à Kempis Club
celebrated Mass in the North
American Martyrs’ Chapel,
with Michael Marchlewski,
Tuesday, November 11
S.J., as the presider.
The Advisory ComStudents for Life met
mittee for Student Affairs to discuss plans for the Vitae
(ASCA) discussed the treat- Foundation talk on Nov. 13,

Friday, November 14
which was postponed until further notice. They also
discussed a recent law called
“death with dignity,” which
gives a person the right to legally commit suicide if they
are terminally ill.
Freshman Baseball had
a meeting in the old Cafeteria.
Weightlifting Club lifted
weights and passed out order
sheets for a club tank-top.
Model UN met and discussed resolution writing and
finalized their “Gameplan
11/15” for this Saturday’s Civitas Model UN meet.
Wednesday, November 12

Chess Club met and
completed the all-school chess
tournament.
Thursday, November 13

they will go and discuss Immigration Reform with Senator
Roy Blunt and Congressman
Lacy Clay.
Weightlifting Club lifted
weights in the weight room after school.
Poetry Club workshopped with two seniors,
helping to make suggestions
for their poems. The process
was led by co-moderator and
English teacher Terry Quinn.
From the silence that
filled our voiceless halls, a lone
whisper brought light to the
darkness Thursday through
the aching PA system. P.E.
teacher Patrick Zarrick, granted special permission from
Assistant Principal for Student
Life Brock Kesterson, exhaled
his mystic whisper into our
hearts, to remind the school
of the junior bashball championships.

BY Cade Dernlan and
Ethan McIntyre
REPORTERS

T

he first episode of Gadfly Season 6 debuted last
Friday during junior/senior
lunch, marking the newest
chapter in the club’s colorful
history.
Gadfly originally planned
to release its latest magazine
last week as well. An unauthorized late addition, however, caused a recall of the released issues.
The season premier of
Gadfly TV shows many of the
changes that have occurred
within the club. Several new
members are featured in the
episode, including varsity
athletes, members of ACES,
and students involved with
theater. Also making an appearance in the latest episode
was an Australian exchange
student, Bailey Sintras.
English teacher and moderator David Callon believes

Schedule M
UCA Martyrs’ All School Mass (Heumann)
Snack—Mini Tacos
6pm
TASK Social Club
7:30pm ImprovBills
Lunch Special—Bosco Pizza
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese
AP

Saturday, November 15
Ignatian Family Teach-In (through Monday)
7:30pm ImprovBills
7:30pm V Hockey vs. Vianney

Sunday, November 16
2pm

ImprovBills

Monday, November 17
Loyola Santa Collection (through Friday)
AP
St. Edward’s University (TX)—M106
Snack—Chicken Giggles
12:50pm Rockhurst University (MO)—M112
Seton Hall University (NJ)—M108
4:30pm TASK Bowling
6pm
Football Banquet
6:30pm V Hockey vs. Chaminade
Lunch Special—Meatball Sandwich

Faculty and students
planned for the upcoming
Ignatian Family Teach-In on
Saturday, Nov. 15 to Monday,
—Compiled by Sam Che- Tueday, November 18
Nov. 17. They went over their chik, Leo Heinz, Emanuel AP
Snack—Pizza Sticks
topic of discussion for Mon- Parker, Joseph Reznikov, Jack
5:30pm TASK Family Fitness
day, Advocacy Day, where Sinay, and Joe Slama.
Lunch Special—Chicken Wraps

Gadfly premieres with 8181 skit, other quirks
this newly-added diversity has
enriched the club.
“Creatively, we have just
drawn from all corners of the
school and the result is pretty
magical,” said Callon.
The newest episode of the
TV show hints at Gadfly’s return to original form. Much to
the delight of Callon, the episode was greeted with a salvo
of laughter, while also highlighting some underlying issues within St. Louis U. High.
At its roots, Gadfly is intended to be a satirical examination of SLUH. Yet in recent
years, Callon has seen a divergence from its incisive examinations of SLUH.
“We’ve lost our way in
that front,” Callon said, “but
one skit in the last episode
was very Gadfly—the 1818
Advanced College Credit program skit.”
The skit mocks the 1818
College Credit System with its
“introduction” of the “SLUH
8181 Program.” While at first
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glance, the 8181 skit may appear to be a simple joke about
the Saint Louis University college credit program, it is in
fact the skit in the latest Gadfly offering that most truly envelops the spirit of the gadfly.
“The gadfly,” said Callon,
“is an annoying fly on the wall
that points out places where
you are not being true to your
own mission.”
In Callon’s opinion, the
1818 Advanced College Credit Program is a “scam because
the university that offers those
credits takes people’s money,
knowing that very few people
who pay for those credits will
actually use them,” according
to Callon.
In the skit, Assistant
Principal Tom Becvar says
“Who knows where that
money is going?” a question
that many SLUH students and
faculty have asked throughout
the program’s existence. In the
future, Callon hopes that skits
like these will once again de-

fine Gadfly.
The first installment of
Season 6 also featured some
quirky, slapstick moments
that have begun to define
Gadfly, such as a brief clip in
which math teacher Dan See
breathes cartoon smoke out of
his nostrils or another quick
interjection in which fine arts
teacher Joseph Koestner appears on a SLUH class ring.
The episode also featured a rendition of The
Wayans Bros. intro, featuring juniors Alix Warner and
Laith Armouti. Warner and
junior Darrell Andrews were
also featured in a bit that involves Alix learning to play
“U Guessed It!”, a popular rap
song performed by OG Maco,
on a keyboard.
Callon hopes to have the
corrected edition of the magazine out soon. In the meantime, he encourages Gadfly
fans to find a funky chandelier
to compliment the office’s new
table.
photo | Nolen Doorack

Eight crosses sit outside of the entrance to the Si Commons to commemorate the Jesuit martyrs of El Salvador.

Schedule R

Schedule B1

Vegetarian—Black Bean Burger

Wednesday, November 19

Schedule B2
AP
Snack—Bosco Sticks
6pm
ACES Movie Night
6:30pm TASK Volleyball
Lunch Special—Hand-Breaded Chicken Tenders
Vegetarian—Penne Pasta

Thursday, November 20

Schedule R
NHS Meeting
Univesity of Missouri-St. Louis—M110
Snack—Chicken Rings
6:30pm TASK Drama
Lunch Special—Papa John’s
Vegetarian—Macaroni and Cheese
AP

Friday. November 21

Schedule R
Adopt-A-Family Drive (through Dec. 5)
Mix-It-Up Lunch
AP
Freshman Class Mass
Snack—Texas Sweet Pretzel
9:45pm V Hockey vs. CBC
Lunch Special—Chicken Bacon Cheese Sandwich
Vegetarian—Baked Potato
calendar | Sam Chechik

Mystery-drama pumps
new blood in Pulse
BY Daniel Lally and Adam
P. Vonder Haar
REPORTERS

T

he Pulse Radio, celebrating its 15th year, has been
most known for podcasts and
review shows, but juniors Tim
Tierney and Chris Weingart
and some 20 other motivated
students want to bring a new
story-driven radio drama to
the microphones of the Pulse
room.
Unlike other Pulse Radio shows, which are mainly
podcasts, this new drama series will be fully scripted, with
numerous students in the cast.
Though Tierney brought
the final idea for this new type
of show to the Pulse at the beginning of this school year, he
found the inspiration for the
show last year.
“I wanted to recreate the
famous War of the Worlds
scene from Orson Welles,”
said Tierney.
After the summer, when
Tierney looked more into
other radio dramas and read
some mystery novels, he had
a clear idea of what he wanted
to do with the Pulse. He contacted junior Elliot Auch to
read for the lead detective and

Chris Weingart to read for the
lead villain.
The show will be a mystery-drama and include a
few comedic lines, which are
planned to mostly be a part of
the villain’s character.
“We are basing the general theme of the show off of
the classic black and white
mysteries where the detective
also narrates the story,” said
Weingart.
Without giving too much
away, Weingart said, “The villain’s character is established
very quickly in the story,
which is the reason the detective, played by Elliot Auch,
will be called in, and eventually the two will end up in a
big conflict.”
Weingart, as well as being
the main villain, is writing the
script for the pilot of the show,
which will start recording this
Friday. Tierney will also be
writing with Weingart, and in
the future they hope that they
will be able to have more writers and students contributing
story ideas.
The Pulse welcomes anyone who is interested in working with them, and is always
open to new help and ideas.

