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iPads

Teachers, students respond to grand jury decision

photos courtesy of | Ms. Joan Bugnitz

Required for freshmen and
sophomores for 2015-2016 year

BY Sam Fentress
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

P

rincipal John Moran sent
an email to faculty and
parents yesterday evening
announcing the school’s decision to require all freshmen
and sophomores to have an
iPad for the 2015-2016 school
year. The announcement was
the result of a three-month
research and exploration process undertaken by a Device
Committee made up of faculty and administrators.
Last week, the committee met with Moran to present
a recommendation for next
year’s implementation. Their
proposal suggested iPads for
freshmen and sophomores
and no device requirement
for juniors and seniors. Over
the next three years, though,
the plan is to transition to a
system where juniors and seniors will bring their own device (BYOD).
“The plan is definitely to
shape a school over the next

three years that is freshmansophomore iPads, juniorsenior bring your own,” said
Moran.
The letter to the parents
and faculty explains the committee’s rationale for proposing iPads for the freshmen
and sophomores.
“What our department
chairs and the Device Committee liked most about the
iPad (in comparison with
other tablets or laptops) was
its ability to be an in-class
learning tool,” said Moran in
the letter.
The iPad has a number
of features that have proved
useful in classrooms at other
schools and at SLUH in the
iPad pilot program. One such
feature is iBooks, an Apple
platform for interactive textbooks.
“What I saw is that specifically foreign language
(teachers) wanted iPads because they needed iBooks,”
said theology department

On the right, art teacher Joan Bugnitz (far right) paints the damaged storefront of a local frame shop in Ferguson with her twin
sister Julie Bugnitz (middle). In the left photo, two Picasso paintings Bugnitz painted.
BY Leo K. Heinz
CORE STAFF

F

ollowing the St. Louis
County grand jury’s decision not to indict Darren
Wilson in the August shooting death of Michael Brown,
St. Louis U. High teachers
and students have taken part
in conversations and discussions around the building.
continued on page 4 Others have taken part in ef-

“What’s this?” Cummings takes
1st in Shakespeare competition
BY Michael
REPORTER
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Wiley

E

nglish teacher Chuck
Hussung gathered students and teachers in the
Schulte Theater During Activity Period on Tuesday, to
witness this year’s thirteenth
annual Shakespeare Contest.
Senior Nate Cummings took
first place in the competition.
Unlike
Poetry
Out
Loud, which will take place
next Tuesday, Shakespearean monologues are unique
in their demand for the performer to both speak eloquently and act as gracefully
or viciously as the lines require. The judges—English
teachers Terry Quinn and
Steve Missey, Assistant Principal for Mission Jim Linhares, and fine arts teacher
Kevin McKernan—were to
keep these requirements in
mind.
Senior Peter Volmert
opened the contest by recit-

forts to clean up and rebuild
after the outbreaks of violence
that continued late into the
night of Monday, Nov. 25.
Principal John Moran
began the morning of Nov.
26 with a prayer over the PA
system, calling for discussion
rather than debate in talking
about the protests and larger
issues. Moran said that he got
the idea from an email sent by

Veronica Armouti (mother of
junior Laith Armouti), who
works at the Diversity Awareness Partnership.
Discussions took place
as the building felt considerably quieter—190 students
were absent in addition to the
around 50 students who were
already away on retreats.
During activity period,
ACES met for the second

Tattoos
author to
speak in
April

Remembering Haruf,
author of Plainsong

BY Joe Slama
REPORTER

A

Senior Nate Cummings performs a monologue as Angelo from
Measure for Measure in the Shulte Theater.

ing a piece from Richard III.
Volmert, who gave the longest performance, spoke to
himself in two voices and
seamlessly became the devious, crown-stealing Richard
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III, even imitating Richard’s
spinal curvature, with his
right shoulder higher than
his left. He ended the piece by
purposely falling to the floor,

continued on page 5
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Kesterson keeps PA quiet
An update on the shape of SLUH
without announcements as well
as student and teacher reactions.
Page 2
News

Digital textbooks
After a semester of offering digital textbooks for physics and
chemistry classes, most students
aren’t using them. Page 2

fter the St. Louis U. High
community read his national best-selling Tattoos on
the Heart, Greg Boyle, S.J., of
Homeboy Industries will be
coming to speak on Tuesday,
April 7.
Efforts to book Boyle’s
visit began last April, when
theology teacher Rob Garavaglia contacted Homeboy
Industries shortly after the
theology department selected
Boyle’s book on kinship and
compassion as the 2014 allschool summer reading assignment. After several emails
and phone calls, Homeboy
Industries confirmed that
Boyle would indeed be coming to SLUH.
Boyle will visit SLUH

K

ent Haruf, author of
Plainsong, died on Sunday, Nov. 30 at the age of 71.
Plainsong, one of the novels
read in sophomore English,
has been a part of the SLUH
English curriculum since
1998 when English teacher
Rich Moran began teaching
it.
Following the news of
Haruf ’s death, the library set
up a display of his books (below).
Moran shared with the

continued on page 5

Prep News his experience of
meeting Haruf at Left Bank
Books with former English
teacher Bill George.
The two met Haruf because of “a misunderstanding,
we were invited to participate
in a book group meeting in
the basement,” wrote Moran
in an email to the Prep News.
Moran was with Haruf
for an hour and a half and described him as “a remarkable
kind, modest, attentive human being.”
“When I read his most

continued on page 4
photo | Sam Fentress

continued on page 5 Some of Haruf ’s books stand displayed in the Robinson Library.
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consecutive day. Senior Sam
Gerbic led a Students for Life
meeting in Campus Ministry
where he asked members to
share what they were thankful for, in wake of the violence
and Thanksgiving later that
week. The Senior Pastoral
team had a similar meeting,
where those present shared
some of their blessings in
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No PA means new ways of
reaching students
BY Sam Heagney
REPORTER

F

or the past five weeks, the
students of SLUH have
enjoyed quieter halls after activity period and end of day
prayer as a result of the main
office’s continued program of
cutting out announcements
almost completely.
Assistant Principal for
Student Life Brock Kesterson
decided to continue with virtually no P.A. after receiving
feedback from students and
faculty.
“Most of (it was) positive
and talked about how peaceful
things are, how activity period
seems longer, and how at the
end of the day you can move
out of here more quickly,” said
Kesterson.
After a month of the experiment, teachers and students alike have been able to
develop a better idea of what
they think.
“I love it, personally. It’s
calming and it’s not as stressful,” said Spanish teacher
Katherine Toussaint. “I think
it’s great. It puts the onus on
the students; they need to be
more responsible and read
their email.”
“It’s really nice. It doesn’t
disrupt the day. It makes
things move along quicker,”
said junior Scott Arthur.
“I appreciate getting the
time back. I feel that we are
less cluttered and whatever we
can do to simplify the hectic,
layered world here is great,”
said English teacher and Gadfly moderator David Callon.
Not all students and faculty have had the same positive reaction, however. Many
have felt that the lack of announcements has hurt attendance at club meetings and
events.
“Other people expressed
concerns (that) they’re missing meetings and that’s the
information I wanted to hear,”
said Kesterson. “I’m trying to
balance those things out. I did
bring it up with all of the department heads to try to get
some feedback from them and
see what they thought.”
“I forgot about my bonus reading quiz because they

didn’t announce it. I definitely
think it has its upsides and
downsides but I’m glad that
we’re testing it out,” said junior Thomas Caputa.
Toussaint, who’s also a
Student Council moderator,
has noticed an effect on STUCO as well.
“In regards making to
announcements for STUCO,
for freshman elections it was
much easier just to say ‘every
freshman leave now,’ but they
had to read their email and if
they didn’t read it they didn’t
come. I kind of feel like you’re
lost.”
Some students and
teachers alike have had additional troubles with the
lack of announcements. As

“It’s calming and it’s
not as stressful.... It
puts the onus on the
students.”
-Katherine Toussaint
the school moves closer to a
one-to-one technology program, students without the
technology needed to check
announcements through the
day have struggled.
“The lack of announcements is irritating because I’m
a member of the SLUH community who does not have an
internet-capable device, so if
I want to get the announcements I can get them only if
I’m at a computer,” said junior
Michael Brennan.
“I think that it’s nice to
get out of class really quickly,
but it’s kinda nice to get announcements about things
and hear what’s going on
around the school,” said junior Elliot Auch.
The
announcements
were cut off in the middle
of the intramural bashball
season. PE teacher Patrick
Zarrick, who’s known for his
intramural announcements,
had used them as his primary
method to inform students of
the schedule.
“It’s been a challenge
from the standpoint of in the
past when I was doing regular
announcements I was able to

build on the energy and enthusiasm and keep it fresh,”
Zarrick said. However, he
noted that the turnout for
games hasn’t suffered at all.
Since the first week experiment, Kesterson has come
up with new methods to keep
students informed and tested
others. He’s sent out the link
that is displayed on the monitors so students can access
that information whenever
they have internet access.
Kesterson has also had to
adapt to ensure that students
know if they need to come to
the office.
“It’s required a little bit
more work and I’ve even sent
reminders during homeroom,
which we hadn’t done for guys
on the board. I’ve sent specific
emails to guys, which I hadn’t
done. So, it’s required a little
bit more work, but I think it’s
worth it,” said Kesterson.
Kesterson has also tested
adding necessary announcements in at lunch period and
delivering notes to classes
later than before.
“We’ve asked a work
grant student, who has seventh period free, to do the
same thing that Mr. Jeff Flanagan did. So he takes notes
around to guys on the board
and those guys have been
coming down. It’s been pretty
effective actually,” said Kesterson.
“There are other things
we’re looking into maybe being able to do, but that’s where
we are now,” said Kesterson.
“I was thinking about having some sort of club meeting page on the monitors. I’ve
thought about text messages.
I don’t know how that would
work quite yet.”
Going forward, announcements will be made
occasionally for big events
including sporting events and
assemblies.
“I didn’t have the long
term plan as far as what I
had expected or what I really
wanted from not doing the
PA,” said Kesterson, “Let’s just
see what happens.”

Speech team closes gap on St.
Joe in second meet of season
BY Jack Miner
REPORTER

S
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LUH’s speech team had its
second meet of the year on
Sunday, Nov. 23. After a high
scoring meet the team remains in third place, with St.
Joseph’s Academy in striking
distance but Cor Jesu ahead
by a significant margin.
At the beginning of the
season, the team was playing
short two people. But after
adding an additional participant, the team was shy only
one and they gained ground
on St. Joe’s.
“Keeping a full team
is key,” said coach Kathryn
Whitaker.
The closer to full the
team is, the more points it can

earn at a meet.
Coming in second
seems like a reachable feat
for the team. Unfortunately, first place may be out of
reach with Cor Jesu having
pulled ahead of everyone
by a long shot.
“They have a team that
practices three times a week,”
said Whitaker.
SLUH’s team is only able
to practice twice a week at the
most.
“You know how it is
here,” said Whitaker. “Everyone is so busy.”
Sophomore Evan Gorman competed in the Storytelling category in and placed
first and second in his two
rounds. Gorman also compet-

ed in the Duets Improvisation
category and ranked second
and fifth.
Junior Elliot Auch competed in Humorous/Serious
Interpretation and finished
ranked first in both rounds.
He also performed in the
Duet Acting category with
freshman Pierce Hastings.
The two of them finished in
second and fourth in their
two rounds.
“We did a lot better this
time around,” said Auch.
The speech team will
continue to work towards a
full team and towards second
place over St. Joe’s at the next
meet, on Jan. 25 at Cor Jesu.

Scholar Bowl on top at fourth meet

Scholar Bowl team members laugh during Wednesday’s meet.
BY Liam Heffernan
REPORTER

T

he St. Louis U. High
Scholar Bowl JV and
varsity teams won all of their
games at their fourth meet at
SLUH on Wednesday night.
In the first round, the
varsity team beat Rosati-Kain
380-100. Junior Paul Daues

was the highest scorer, answering seven questions correctly.
Varsity beat Lutheran
South (B) 360-10 in the second round and Cor Jesu (B)
250-60 in the third.
The JV team won a close
first game against Luther-
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an South (A) 150-140. The
match was decided by three
tiebreakers.
The JV team’s next game
was also close with a final
score of 190-160.
The championships for
Scholar Bowl will be at De
Smet next Wednesday at 4:00.

Chemistry, physics e-Books used
less than expected so far
BY Sam
STAFF

A

Chechik

t the beginning of this
year, St. Louis U. High
chemistry and physics students could choose to buy
only the digital version of
their textbooks for class. After a semester, indications are
that the eBook version has not
been used as much as teachers
and students expected.
Though some students
have tried the eBooks for cost
or other reasons, the majority of students have remained
with the hardback version.
One reason for the lack
of usage is the fact that science is one of the few courses
that offers an eBook option,
so some students feel it would
be almost pointless to get only
one eBook on an electronic
device.
The options for chemistry include the hardcover, eBook, or iBook copy of the 2012
edition of Pearson Chemistry
by Prentice Hall. A hardcover
copy is $117.50, a one-year
subscription for the eBook is
$20, and the iBook is $15.
Chemistry teacher Kathy
Chott, along with most other
sophomore chemistry teachers, doesn’t use the content of
the textbook, whether eBook
or hardcover, in class. In class,
Chott implements presentations and demonstrations,
yet the homework assignments are problems that come
straight from the textbook
material.
The online version of the
textbook is available through
Pearson SuccessNet, and it
has both upsides and downsides, according to students.
“You don’t have to carry
around a book everywhere,”
said sophomore Jonah Shaver.
“It lessens the load.”
But students like the

hardcover textbook because
they can flip from one section
to another, allowing for a faster review. The eBook, according to Chott, is also difficult to
read because the default text
size is small, so zooming and
scrolling significantly reduces
the pace of reading.
Sophomore Leo Henken,
who prefers the hardcover
version, said, “I thought, at
the time, (the eBook) was too
much money and the work it
takes to sign up, and opening
up the website every time you
need a book is excessive, so I
think that a conventional textbook would be better to use.”
Sophomore
Edward
Gartner also decided to buy
the hardcover version.
“I couldn’t access last
year’s textbook on my phone,
and I rarely have access to a
computer between when I
wake up and 6:00 p.m., so the
physical textbook was more
practical,” said Gartner. “Also,
I feel like I can navigate the
glossary, index, and chapters
more easily.”
The iBook version of the
textbook has more available
features than the PDF eBook,
such as videos, animations,
and high definition pictures.
Thanks to new resources
available to teachers, like YouTube and the SmartBoards,
the content of the textbook
in whatever form is serving
more as complementary material.
For regular physics, the
options for the 2013 edition
of Physics: Principles and
Problems are only two: the
hardcover and the eBook. The
hardcover copy is $87, a one
year eBook subscription is
$17.
Physics teacher Eric
LaBoube said that students
could use either version,

though an opening day questionnaire found out that most
preferred the hardcover version.
The 2013 edition of the
physics textbook was updated
from 2002, and the 2002 version was also available as an
eBook. Before 2002, the textbook was actually available on
a CD, though it was only compatible with one device.
Though it isn’t used in
class, complementary activities like WebAssign and
Minds on Physics stem from
the textbook’s problems.
Physics students had varying
opinions about options for the
textbook; some students prefer the eBook’s cost, weight,
and mobility.
“I think an eBook would
be better because it’s cheaper,
and it’d be easier because we
use our computers a lot in
class, so if you need to look
something up, it’d be better just to pull it up on your
computer instead of lugging
the book to class,” said junior
Adam Vonder Haar. “I’d definitely recommend an eBook.”
Junior Tom Hillmeyer
thought that it would be
worth buying the eBook if he
had more classes using eBooks.
“If you get all of your
classes (with their books) on
eBooks, you can just carry
around an iPad or something,” said Hillmeyer. “It also
has the search functionality.”
Though the eBook has
its advantages, many students
prefer the hardback due to
mobility and reluctance to
change.
“I didn’t think it was really necessary,” said junior
Duncan Allen. “I don’t really
see the advantage of having
an eBook on an iPad (or other
device) for only one class.”
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How does it feel?
To my fellow students while others don’t even underand to the faculty of St. Louis stand its gravity because rarely
University High school,
are they confronted by it. I am
confronted by it every day, beI am worthless. I am cause I am Black in St. Louis.
hazardous. I am waste. I can
Before you dismiss this
be thrown out on a whim, or and stop reading, think of the
whenever I begin to stink and feeling that you experienced
try to escape from the grimey, just moments before you
littered hole of my existence. made that decision. RememOr at least this is what ber that tightness you felt in
this world and its rich history your throat, that sweat in your
tells me. This history tells me palms, or just lack of interof the people mutilated and est, and think about why you
subjugated during colonial- have decided to stop reading.
ism, the ones that were raped If you are like me, then you
or killed during slavery, the feel trapped between guilt,
Emmett Tills and Trayvon confusion, and argument.
Martins, and the Mike Browns Guilt because you are reading
and Eric Garners. Our city is something that is more than
on fire right now because just filler. Confusion because
some of us still refuse to ac- you may never have felt this
knowledge the pain of our way and you didn’t think anyhistory. Some hide, and cower one else in our perfect SLUH
in their secluded cul de sacs, World of Opportunities did

either, and argument because
of course it was not your fault
that I feel this way and maybe
you think I’m just being dramatic or being too serious
about what is happening in
our city. Well I assure you ladies and gentlemen that I am
not being too serious. Maybe
it’s too much of me to ask for
open hearts, ears and eyes. But
there is pain around all of us,
whether we experience it or
not.
How does it feel to grow
up learning about how your
ancestors were raped, murdered and stolen, or to read
about it as a very brief unit in
A People and a Nation vol. 9
or your Global History book?
How does it feel to not
know what place you came
from in the country of Africa,
or to be surrounded by people

that don’t see the error in that
question and condense the
second largest continent in
the world into something as
miniscule as a country?
How does it feel to have
friends see a death as something that should be measured
and dominated until it is no
longer a death but just an anticipated court decision?
How does it feel to be
“too white” for the black kids
and “too black” for the white
kids?
How does it feel to be
afraid of those that pledged to
protect you?
How does it feel to see
so many around you burn the
world down with the anger
and the pain that has been
stored for generations?
How does it feel to see
these same people become

a hated group or even the
source of a couple of cheap
laughs?
How does it feel to know
that no matter how smart you
are, how hard you work, or
how loving you are, you will
always be different; you will
always be separate?
How does it feel to see
the pain around you?
How does it feel to be ignored and not understood?
Ask yourself these questions. Do you feel guilty?
Confused? Argumentative?
Regardless of how you feel,
my St. Louis University High,
I want to challenge you to
open your minds and understand. Understand how I feel
and understand how the many
out there that are like me feel,
when every day there is just

more and more evidence of
our worthlessness. Try to understand what it’s like to be
plagued with such a beautiful heritage that bears such a
hideous and humiliating scar.
Don’t insult this heritage by
forgetting about its struggle,
but also don’t insult it by judging the results. Leave your
comfortable confines and
venture out into this world
of pain, this world of reality,
and see all of the injustice. I
challenge you, St. Louis University High, to see all this
pain around you, to see Mike
Brown and Eric Garner; see
me, and to just try to understand.
With so much life,
Shayn Jackson, ’15

Commentary
Commentary
To understand local problems, students should Brotherhood should
seek exposure to St. Louis cultural histories
start freshman—not
Sam Fentress
our capacity for sympathetic that if we better understood with a greater appreciation
senior—year
understanding, our capac- the ethnic background of our and understanding of the peoBY
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

E

arlier in the quarter, I
spent some time interviewing teachers of senior
electives for a feature that
looked at curriculum. During
an interview for a segment on
African American Voices, Mr.
Kovarik said something about
it being valuable for students
to spend some time marinating in the African American
tradition. I agreed with him—
it sounds cool, doesn’t it?
A few nights ago, a New
York Times op-ed by David
Brooks asked me to revisit
Mr. Kovarik’s statement. Why
is it important to immerse
yourself in the culture of people different from yourself?
Brooks, writing in the context
of the events in Ferguson, said
this:
“We all need to improve

comic | Rollin Jackson

ity to imaginatively place ourselves in the minds of other
people with experiences different from our own. Conversation can help, though I suspect novels, works of art and
books ... work better.”
The senior curriculum
gives students a chance to do
this—to place ourselves in the
experiences of other people—
in several different contexts:
Irish literature, British literature, American literature, and
African American literature.
These experiences, these histories, are important.
The kind of marinating
that happens in those classes
needs to happen outside of
school, too. We should be
marinating in the culture and
histories of the people that
make up our own city. I think

city, there would be less confusion about protests and riots
that have erupted in the past
weeks. Certainly there would
be more solidarity in our
community.
The history and culture
of black people in St. Louis
seems immediately important, and it is, but we shouldn’t
stop there in our self-education. What is the story of
the Bosnian population in St.
Louis? What are the origins of
the Hill?
The first recommendation I have for students is to
join the Staycation club, moderated by Mrs. Renard. The
club takes immersive trips to
different neighborhoods and
ethnic regions of St. Louis.
You’ll get to enjoy good food
and undoubtedly walk away

ple that make up St. Louis.
The second is to take Mr.
Moore’s summer biking class.
The 2-week class is a chance
to experience St. Louis as a
real, breathing place, a sprawling city littered with cultural
pockets. It gives you a heightened sense of diversity in St.
Louis; you’ll ride through
neighborhoods of all different races and economic backgrounds.
Immersing and embracing foreign cultures—and
recognizing that some cultures we see as foreign are in
fact fundamental to who we
are—is imperative if we want
solidarity, peace, and justice in
our city. It’s hard to empathize
with people you don’t know or
understand.

BY Marty Johnson
SPORTS EDITOR

I

n my four years at SLUH, it
seems to me as if the number of Black students in each
incoming freshmen class has
increased. This increase in the
number of minority students
is a step in the right direction
and I applaud the admissions
office for putting a greater
focus on recruiting minority
students. But for the diversity
of SLUH to truly progress, we
must focus not only on the
minority, but the majority.
Diversity is not merely numbers based, but also about how
students of different races interact. Racism is bred by ignorance, and there’s a lot of ignorance about race at SLUH.
Many white students

came from parochial grade
schools where there are few
to no Black students. Coming
to SLUH, many have never
had a Black classmate. They
have the usual stress of being
a freshman: trying to make
new friends, keep up with the
increased work of high school
etc. When they are put in a
classroom, a team, or a club in
which they are forced to interact with Black students (which
they may have never done
before), a level of discomfort
appears. And like most 14
year old kids, when put in an
uncomfortable situation, the
coping mechanism frequently
used is joking. But the prejudice and biases that they have
in their minds are embodied

continued on page 7

The cartoon does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Prep News or St. Louis U. High.

4

NEWS

Prep News
Volume 79, Issue 14

#GIVESLUH campaign raises over $9200

An update tweeted just before the campaign ended.
BY Charlie
STAFF

December 5, 2014

Mueth

S

t. Louis U. High held its
second annual #GIVESLUH Day as part of the
national Giving Tuesday
movement this week. Giving Tuesday, a response to
the two days of consumerism
and commercialism—Black
Friday and Cyber Monday—
originated in 2012.
“We did something really
quick last year,” said Associate Director of Annual Giving
John Penilla. “We didn’t really
do a whole lot of planning. It

was just a last-minute thing.
This year, we decided to put
a little bit of effort into it. We
weren’t sure what to expect
out of it. We figured that this
was a good chance for us to
‘piggyback’ off of this national
movement.”
SLUH sent out an email
to all alumni, notifying them
of the day. The school also
advertised the campaign
through Facebook and Twitter.
Alumni donated through
SLUH’s website. The minimum gift was $5, but the ma-

jority of donors gave more.
Throughout the day,
SLUH tweeted updated totals
and encouraged more people
to donate.
By the end of the day, the
all-electronic campaign had
raised over $9,200 from 262
donations.
“We are certainly really
excited about the response to
it,” said Penilla. “The time and
effort that we put into it was
really good and beneficial, but
the payoff was huge.”
“I was pleasantly surprised to see that we were
close to $10,000,” said Director of Annual Giving Jeff Cernicek. “One-day challenges
are always a fun way to ask
alumni or friends or community members for money.”
“In general, the day of
participating, I thought, was a
good idea, and it’s always great
to be part of a group activity,”
said Tim Heafner, ’05, now an
attorney. “I plan to continue
donating in the future—both
on future #GIVESLUH days
as well as other days. I think
I need to give back to SLUH.
SLUH gave me a lot, and I can
do my best to give back when
possible.”
The 262 gifts set a record
for the most donations SLUH
has ever received in one day.

“The outpouring of support was really cool,” said
Penilla. “We saw people who
haven’t made gifts in a long
time, or maybe never, give to
this campaign. It was a widereaching campaign, and I
think it was met by some really good support.”
“It actually felt really
great to be able to give back to
SLUH,” said Tim Potter, ’09,
in an email to the Prep News.
“My SLUH education is one of
the things I value most about
my upbringing and I wouldn’t
have had the experience that I
did without the help of others
giving before me.”
“SLUH is an amazing
place that continues to afford me opportunities, so I
am more than happy to give
back,” said Tim Wells, ’99.
“The concept of Giving Tuesday is one that should happen
more than just once a year.
Even so, I am glad SLUH was
able to capitalize on the moment and garner more than
200 donations to help support
the mission.”
“We’re hoping that not
only the day itself gets more
recognition,” said Cernicek. “I
am hoping people start to realize that that’s a day that they
can remember to make a difference somewhere.”

For 2015-2016, freshmen and sophomores will have
iPads; juniors and seniors will eventually go BYOD
(continued from page 1)

chair Rob Garavaglia, who
worked in the research section
of the committee. “And so, in
order to run iBooks you need
to have an iPad. You can’t run
that on any other device.”
Garavaglia also cited the
iPad’s touch screen and camera as useful tools in the classroom.
According to Moran’s letter, the committee was looking for a “device that made
possible
individualization,
engagement, differentiation,
participation, and flexibility
of instruction.”
Science department head
Mary Russo, who worked on a
subcommittee that made visits to other schools, said that
the “individualization” and
“differentiation” refers to the
iPad’s ability to help students
at different stages in the learn-

ing process.
“As a chemistry teacher,
I’m gonna have guys at different ends of the cognitive
process. There are either going to be guys who get it right
away and guys who are not
there right away,” said Russo.
“Is it possible to have access
to a program that will allow
me to differentiate between
student need? Might some of
these apps that we see at play
in our pilot program provide
for that?”
Currently, all SLUH
computers and laptops are
Apple-made, which played
heavily into the decision. In
general, SLUH is equipped
to deal with Apple devices, so
requiring students to bring a
non-Apple device would have
been a more difficult transition for teachers and the technology department.
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“What I Don’t Want
For Christmas”

“Macs make sense to me
with our choices for touchscreen technology,” said Russo. “That’s what we are set up
for—Apple TV is what we’re
set up for. As a teacher, I can
see how maybe we might be
ready since we are already a
Mac school.”
Because next year’s implementation is the first dip
into one-to-one technology—
a complicated process—the
committee decided early on to
leave juniors and seniors out
of the new system.
Once the current freshmen are seniors, though—in
2017—all students will have
some kind of device. Moran
said that having the option
of choosing your own device
becomes more valuable after
you’ve used one in the classroom for two years.
“The rationale there
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(BYOD for upperclassmen)
is really about giving students
who had used one device
more freedom as they became
upperclassmen. So it didn’t
make sense to do that for our
current sophomores,” said
Moran.
Ultimately, Moran and
the committee believe the
method of implementation
will allow for an environment
where the community drives
the technology, rather than
the technology driving the
community.
“People are going to have
open growth mindsets about
the process, because it’s just
there to enhance the good
work we are already doing,”
said Russo. “If people can remember that, then we are in
good shape.”

Author Haruf dies at 71
(continued from page 4)

recent book, Benediction, I
said to Mr. Kickham, ‘How
does this guy know so much
about death?’ Now it makes
sense that he could, in Benediction, ruminate as profoundly on the terror and
grace that accompany death
as he ruminates on the meanest and sweetest elements
of life in Plainsong,” Moran
wrote.
Every year, a letter about
the book signed by the English department chair and
Principal John Moran is sent
to sophomore parents. The
origin of the letter goes back
to 2008, when Plainsong was
the subject of debate and discussion, some of which took
place in a string of letters published in the Prep News.
The Prep News reported
on Jan. 28, 2008 about an
anonymous letter written to
parents about the novel. The
letter, which was written to
“fellow SLUH parents” from
“fellow SLUH parents” was
sent to parents of then-sophomores. The letter mentioned
concerns raised by parents
and included a two-page attachment featuring four excerpts from the novel.
Principal John Moran
and then-English department
chair Terry Quinn met to put
out an e-mail blast to sophomore parents to outline their
position on the book and the
letter. SLUH had no intention to drop the book or to
offer an alternative book for
those who object to studying
Plainsong as the letter had requested.
“It definitely is material
that is challenging, and I said
that in my response. I’m not
surprised that looking at those
(passages) out of context, if
I were a parent, I would call
my English teacher and ask
what’s going on. But the point
is we don’t teach them out of
context. As a sophomore, you
weren’t given these two passages to read by themselves.
You were given a book, and
you read it in a classroom,”
said John Moran in the article.
Over the next few weeks,
the Prep News received letters
and published commentaries
about the book.

In the first week following the initial article, the Prep
News published two parent responses and a few letters from
students and alumnus. Letters included one from current psychology teacher Tom
Kickham, then a teacher at
Eureka and the father of two
students attending SLUH at
the time, who praised SLUH
for having Plainsong in the
curriculum. Another letter
encouraged parents to “have
faith in the children” and to
“let them wrestle with conflicting issues in an environment of trust and love.”
Only one letter was
published that did not defend Plainsong from Henry
Purcell, ’04, saying removing
the book from the curriculum would not be banning of
ideas, since “these vivid images are not necessary” for the
ideas brought up in the novel
to be discussed.
The final letter written
on Plainsong was from Eric
Lewis, ’10, a junior at the
time. Lewis questioned whom
SLUH would be protecting by
removing this book.
“What innocence are we
protecting? Can we honestly
call ourselves innocent?” he
wrote. “The realistic human
experiences portrayed in
Plainsong offer a much more
effective and lasting lesson.
Instead of simply telling students that certain things are
immoral and should be avoided, Plainsong demonstrates
how these actions harm others and calls upon a student’s
compassion.”
Following Lewis’s letter,
there were no more opinion
pieces published, though the
Prep News included the story
and letters that followed as
one of the ten news stories
that shaped the year.
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Politics Club hosts local politicians Teachers and students continue
Will Balossi and Cade
discussions on Ferguson
Dernlan
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REPORTERS

T

he St. Louis U. High Politics Club recently hosted
two St. Louis-area politicians:
24th Ward Alderman Scott
Ogilvie and State Senator Joe
Keaveny, from the 4th District.
The club, headed by senior Nick Perryman and
moderated by math teacher
Frank Corley, seeks a greater
understanding of politics in
the greater St. Louis area.
Both Ogilvie and Keaveny discussed the routines of
being a politician.
“They both talked about
the day-to-day of their lives,
whether it be at Jefferson City
or City Hall,” said Perryman.
“Ogilvie talked a lot about
public transportation.”
Each person the club
brings in offers a new perspective to the intricacies of local
and state government.
“The speakers add a lot of
insight, and bring a lot of flair
to the club,” said Perryman.
The club hopes to continue bringing in more political
figures from throughout Mis-

State Senator Joe Keaveny converses with Politics Club members.

souri, including Congressman
Lacy Clay and Nick Pistor, a
political journalist for the St.
Louis Post-Dispatch.
The club’s focus is to cultivate an interest in politics at

SLUH. Perryman estimates
that that there are about 15
solid members of the club,
but hopes that with time this
number will climb.

“What’s this?” Cummings takes
1st in Shakespeare competition
(continued from page 1)

and at one point, his necklace
fell off without his seeming to
notice.
“I played the passage as
a conversation between his
villainous and conscientious
selves,” said Volmert.
Senior Preston Bruce
took the stage next, as Coriolanus, an arrogant patrician
from ancient Rome in the play
Coriolanus.
Junior Elliot Auch then
performed Henry from Henry
V. He spoke passionately and
directly to the audience while
pointing and rolling up his
sleeves to reveal imaginary
scars. The piece was something resembling a halftime
speech, as King Henry attempts to rally his new subjects and live down his rebellious past.
“I wasn’t too pleased with
my performance. I know I can
do much better than I did.
The competition has really
motivated me to do well in
Poetry Out Loud next week,”
said Auch.
Fourth to the stage was

senior Thomas Hogan, who
recited as Oberon, the king of
the fairies from Midsummer
Night’s Dream. As the only
performer dressed in formal
attire, Hogan impressively
brought a sense of professionalism to his character.
“I had fun with the performance, and I enjoyed
watching the other contestants doing Shakespeare live.
With Oberon, I got to explore
a moment of repentance in a
mostly power-centered character,” said Hogan.
Next up was freshman
Luke Wilmes, who confidently played Hamlet. The freshman competed with skill and
poise in his attempt to become
such a three-dimensional
character.
“I was pleased to have
a freshman competing and
competing well,” said Hussung.
“I’m also proud of Luke
for trying the competition. It
takes guts to get up there and
perform something as difficult as Shakespeare, and I’m
glad he started his freshman

year. I’d encourage even more
underclassmen to try it next
year,” said Volmert.
Concluding the competition was Cummings, who put
his own unique style to Angelo from Measure for Measure. Cummings made his
own fiery passion and talent
clear through his outstanding
recital. His monologue was a
collage of both exploding and
delicate words.
“I really feel that Nate’s
performance was on a different level from the rest of us,”
said Auch.
Cummings will continue
to the St. Louis Shakespeare
Competition at the Gaslight
Theatre on Jan. 31, where he
will recite his monologue and
a sonnet.
If Cummings finds success at the Gaslight Theatre,
he will move on to Nationals,
where he will meetaround 60
new contestants. SLUH has
sent just two students to Nationals: Alan Naylor in 2003
and Jean-Paul Angieri in 2011.

their lives.
Students on the Junior
White House and the Senior
Kairos Retreat were told of the
grand jury’s decision Monday
night.
“They gathered us together and told us the action
of the jury,” said junior Sean
Warren, who lives in Ferguson. “That night I called my
mom, and it really shook be
how they burned down the
buildings. When I got home,
to drive past them, it really
shocked me.”
Moran believes there was
an importance to being in
school Tuesday.
“We couldn’t have done
and settled the things that
we said in the week leading
up to that day and then close
school. If there was danger
here on the corner of Oakland
Avenue and Kingshighway,
then we would have (canceled
classes),” said Moran. “If we’re
trying to be an avenue and an
opportunity and a community
for people to come together
and talk and discuss what’s
going on, then that was the
day to be here, in a lot of ways,
and continues to be.”
Some teachers took the
opportunity to discuss the decision and offer their thoughts.
Other teachers waited until this week to mention it to
their classes. Based off several
conversations with students
of various grades, students
had classroom conversations
mainly in their history or theology classes, if at all.
Since late October a
group of teachers, including
Campus Ministry chair Nick
Ehlman and ACES moderator Frank Kovarik, had been
meeting with Moran to discuss contingency plans for the
time around the announcement of the grand jury’s decision. They planned the presentation and discussion day
several weeks ago. The group
met again yesterday to continue the ongoing conversation,
emphasizing the need for conversation and discussion.
“I’m pretty happy with
what we came up with in a
short amount of time,” said
Moran on the group’s organizing of the day devoted to racism and larger historical context of race in St. Louis.

Moran sent out two letters to parents, one on Nov.
5 and the other the day of the
announcement, in which he
emphasized that they would
have to decide whether or
not it was safe for their sons
to come to school the following day. “Give us a call and
know that we will support
your decision,” Moran said in
his email the night of the announcement, Nov. 24.
Ultimately, 190 students
did not come in. Moran suggested that some of those absences could have been due
to early travel plans for the
Thanksgiving holiday; however, only 35 students were
absent on the last day before
Thanksgiving break last year.
Moran emphasized that “900
parents and families decided
to be here.”
Conversations and discussions continued into this
week. Senior Nick Perryman
led a Politics Club meeting on
Wednesday where members
discussed the decision of the
grand jury. Pax Christi spent
their Thursday meeting on
the broader issues surrounding the shooting of Michael
Brown.
In the immediate days
following Monday night’s violence, several SLUH teachers
and students, some of whom
live there, spent time cleaning
up and touring the city. One
even painted murals on the
side of a boarded up building. Below are some of their
stories.
Sophomore
Daniel
Knight, who is a lifetime Ferguson resident, spent Tuesday
morning with his dad sweeping up glass from the broken
glass of the buildings in downtown Ferguson.
Knight has been upset
by the media portrayal of violence being done by people
from Ferguson and making
generalizations about the
larger community. He and his
family watched the events unfold on television that night,
hearing sirens in the distance;
they live a few miles away
from the center of the violence.
Knight said of his experience living in Ferguson, “I’ve
been fine, I’ve been safe, I’ve
been happy since I’ve been living there.”

Senior Jordan Sosa lives
in Ferguson and works at a car
dealership that had some of
the cars damaged. He thinks
that the media has not spent
enough time portraying the
positive actions of the community.
“One thing I noticed
when I was in Jennings the
other day, there’s this chicken
place and they have this sign
and it says ‘Happy Thanksgiving, we’ll give food for anyone in need.’ That part of the
neighborhood isn’t shown
enough,” said Sosa. “I know
there’s a lot of bad stuff going on and they show that on
the news, but they don’t talk
about things like the ‘I Love
Ferguson.’” (‘I Love Ferguson’
is a non-profit selling shirts,
sweaters, food, and holding
food drives raising money for
businesses in Ferguson.)
Senior John Sims works
at the same car dealership as
Sosa. The dealership reopened
the Friday after Thanksgiving.
“A lot of the cars were
damaged, our lot was almost
completely destroyed. We
have a few cars that we keep
out there,” said Sims. “The
business isn’t leaving but it
was kind of disheartening to
see it.”
Art teacher Joan Bugnitz
spent Friday with her sister
and niece painting murals
and Picasso paintings on the
boarded up windows of a local frame shop there.
“There were just so many
people out. There was just so
much goodwill, young and
old,” said Bugnitz.
Bugnitz helped paint Picasso’s “Bouquet of Peace” and
“Blue Dove of Peace,” using
frames that she found in the
Oakland dumpster one day
three years ago while walking
out. She had kept the frames
in her classroom, until Friday
when she thought to put them
on the frame shop and paint
inside.
“It was the only thing that
could have helped after that
horrible night, cleaning up,
themselves together, sharing
the pain and sharing the loss,
propping each other up,” said
Bugnitz. “It was very healing.”
—Jack Kiehl contributed
reporting.

photo| Ms. Joan Bugnitz

Author Boyle to speak at SLUH in April
(continued from page 1)

on Easter Tuesday. Originally
scheduled as a faculty in-service day, it will now be a Mass
schedule.
Garavaglia hopes that,
in addition to speaking to the
whole school, Boyle will visit
some theology classes as well
as those who work in Campus
Ministry. However, no details
have been confirmed and
plans are still being arranged
with Homeboy Industries Executive Assistant/Public Relations Alison Lass Camacho.

“Obviously, the book
talks about a number of different things, but one of the
primary themes is kinship,”
Garavaglia said with regard to
recent events in Ferguson and
the greater St. Louis area.
“And so, my thought
would be, what does kinship
look like in St. Louis? And the
other thing that comes to my
mind is, what are all the obstacles to kinship? What prevents kinship taking places as
far as structures, attitudes, the
way we do things, the way we

think about things? How does
that make it difficult for kinship to take place?”
About a month before
Boyle’s visit, SLUH will be
supporting Homeboy Industries as one of the Mission
Week charities.

A completed mural covering the broken windows of a Ferguson storefront.
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Senior Jack Potter dumps the puck past a CBC defender in order to get back for a line change.

BY Tim Nile
REPORTER

T

he St. Louis U. High
hockey squadron suffered
its first loss of the regular season last week against the CBC
Cadets in a hard-fought loss.
The Jr. Bills also beat MCC
Jesuit rival De Smet 5-2 and
Westminster Christian Academy 2-0 over Thanksgiving
break.
Against CBC, junior
goalie Joe Warnecke had four
saves in the first four minutes alone. Another defensive
highlight in the first came
from freshman Steven Pawlow, who made a major block.
But with 6:36 left in the first
period, CBC scored the first
goal.
CBC outshot the Jr. Bills
16-2 in the first period.
“It was kind of a tale of
two cities,” said head coach

Kevin Fitzpatrick. “In the first
half we were awful, we stood
around watching, played terrible, got outshot by a tremendous amount. And I don’t
know what it was, we weren’t
in gear.”
In the second period,
the Cadets were penalized
for tripping and the Jr. Bills
doubled their shots on goal to
make it four on their power
play. When the man-advantage ended, though, CBC
scored on a cross-goal pass
with 10:44 left in the period.
After the Cadets added
two more in the period, sophomore Liam Knobbe and junior Jonah Schwartz scored to
cut CBC’s lead to 4-2.
The third period included big defensive efforts and
a Jr. Bill power play, but no
more goals. CBC outshot St.
Louis U. High 24-15 for the

game.
“In the second half we
totally dominated, you know
made it a game, came back
from down 4-0 and made it
4-2. We didn’t deserve to win
because we only played half a
game,” said Fitzpatrick.
The team responded with
a full-game effort against De
Smet, and won 5-2.
The De Smet student
section came equipped with
vuvuzelas, giving them an annoying mark spirit-wise. The
game also included a return
of the preseason line referee
Alec Schnitzler.
With 9:18 left in the first
period, Pawlow committed
a penalty and was punished
with a two and ten in which
sophomore Luke Sextro
served the two-minute penalty. De Smet scored on the
power play, with 7:56 left in

the period.
With 51.9 left in the period, senior captain Danny
Tarlas tied things at one with
a rebound goal off of a shot
from junior Andrew Ott.
After De Smet regained
the lead 26 seconds into the
second period, the Jr. Bills
didn’t give up.
The Jr. Bills put it in the
back of the net minutes later.
This goal was nullified by the
referee. who had called the
play dead after he thought
the goalie trapped the puck.
The referee won back some
respect after he took away De
Smet’s beach ball, which had
been thrown onto the ice for
the second time. The second
period ended with a 2-1 De
Smet lead.
In the third period,
sophomore Luke Gassett tied
the game with 9:43 left in the

period. After the Jr. Bills failed
to score on a power play later
in the period, senior captain
Tommy Espenschied scored
the go-ahead goal with 3:48
left.
Gassett scored his second
goal of the night with 1:10 left
in the game, building the Jr.
Bills’ lead to 4-2.
“What seemed to be a
gas leak turned out to be an
oil spill,” said varsity hockey
manager John Benben.
With 35.2 seconds left in
the game, sophomore John
Sieckhaus scored an open net
goal to end the scoring.
“Everyone was going
tonight. We clearly outshot
them, we outshot them 37-17.
We had a lot of great chances,
but great effort, we didn’t give
up, kept working,” said Fitzpatrick.

The game against Westminster marked Warnecke’s
third shutout of the season
and junior Connor FitzGerald’s return to the team. The
game was quiet throughout
the first and second periods,
but Gassett and junior Andrew Ott, with his first goal of
the season, scored for the 2-0
win.
“We’re gearing up to
knock off CBC, I mean that’s
the game plan,” said Fitzpatrick, “We’ve got to get four
lines and six defensemen
that can compete with them.
There’s no doubt in my mind
that we can beat them. We’ve
got the talent and we’ve got
the depth.”
The Jr. Bills’ next game
is Saturday against Lutheran
South at 9:10 p.m. at the FSI
Shark Tank.
photo | Dominik Skroska

Tommy Espenschied fires a puck toward the CBC net.

Young basketball wins first 2 at Pattonville Tourney Racquetbills dominate
top seed, Lafayette
photo | Leo Heinz

BY Marty Johnson
SPORTS EDITOR

T

Sophomore Brandon McKissic attempts a layup Wednesday night vs. Pattonville.

wo games into the season,
it seems as if the youth
movement is working for the
St. Louis U. High varsity basketball team.
Participating in the Pattonville Tournament this
week, the Jr. Bills won their
first two games handily, outscoring their opponents 12686 in the process. SLUH’s
fast start has impressed head
coach Erwin Claggett.
“We’re a way away, but
the intensity is there,” Claggett
said. “I think it’s the effort to
be a good team that has surprised me to be happening
this early in the season.”
The Jr. Bills’ first game
was Monday against the McCluer Comets, Claggett’s
former team. The Jr. Bills
jumped out to an early lead
and never looked back. SLUH
was powered by junior point
guard Matt Nester, who had
24 points, two steals, and four
assists.
“I’ve shot the ball really
well and been more aggressive
(this season),” Nester said.
But it just wasn’t just
Nester. As a team, the Jr. Bills
shot 48 percent from the field
and 41 percent from three-

continued on page 7

BY Joseph
REPORTER

T

Reznikov

he SLUH varsity racquetball team has been on a
tear recently—winning the
Top Seed Racquetball Tournament on Saturday, Nov. 22
as well as a regular season
match against Lafayette on
Nov. 25.
The Top Seed Tournament featured an individual
tournament in the morning,
with the top three seeds from
each team competing, and a
doubles tournament in the
afternoon.
Both No. 1 seed Kevin
Schneier and No. 2 seed Brian Kissel came in first place
in their respective brackets
while No. 3 seed Ben Buescher ended up placing third
place in his bracket.
Though the Jr. Bills won,
it wasn’t easy.
“Last year was a breeze
through, but this year was
not at all. But our guys played
really well. I’m happy,” said
coach Joseph Koestner. “Because there is so much racquetball over the course of
the day, the guys who are in
the best shape usually prevail.
And so we did.”
Senior Brian Kissel’s op-

ponent in the finals, who was
from Lafayette, played much
stronger than Kissel was anticipating, but he still maintained control and won the
match in a tie breaker.
“I came out strong and
he came right back at me. It
was tough and I wasn’t really
expecting it, but it was nice
to still pull out the win,” said
Kissel.
Senior Kevin Schneier
coasted through the No. 1
seed bracket into the finals—
and he never looked back.
“I really turned it on (in
the finals),” said Schneier.
“The other kid was off his
game and I didn’t let up. It
was definitely one of the high
points of my SLUH racquetball career.”
Koestner was upbeat
about Schneier’s performance.
“It’s always neat when
someone catches on fire like
that,” Koestner said. “It was
impressive.”
In addition to his own
performance, Schneier was
pleased with what the victory
means for SLUH racquetball
and the rest of the season.
“Since it’s a preview of
State, it gives us a lot of con-

continued on page 7
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Basketball wins first two games
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Junior Matt Nester prepares to shoot a three-pointer.

(continued from page 6)

point range, and seven different players scored in the 59-43
win.
SLUH’s win on Monday set up Wednesday’s game
against tournament host Pattonville.
The Jr. Bills picked up
where they left off. Sophomore Brandon McKissic
scored eight of his 16 points in
the first five and half minutes,

helping give the Jr. Bills a 12-4
lead with two minutes to play
in the first quarter.
On defense, the Jr. Bills
played with the tenacity that
Claggett has tried to instill in
his three years as coach.
“We practice with a lot
of pace. We were able to get
stops and get out in transition,” Claggett said. “That really helped us.”
The SLUH defense stole

the ball from the Pirates seven times, and blocked five of
their shots.
A 9-2 run at the start of
the second quarter extended
SLUH’s lead to 11. Pattonville
didn’t get any closer for the
rest of the game, unable to figure out the suffocating Jr. Bill
defense. SLUH went on to win
67-43.
Senior power forward
Hunter Schmidt saw improvement in the team’s performance from the first game to
the second.
“From game one to game
two, we ran our sets better,
we pushed the ball in transition and that’s one of our
strengths,” Schmidt said.
The improvement is
encouraging, as the Jr. Bills
take on Chaminade, the No.
2-ranked team in the area today at the Pattonville Tournament at 8:15 p.m. While they
are 2-1 on the year, the Red
Devils have star Jayson Tatum,
who is considered to be one of
the top high school players in
the nation.
This fact doesn’t faze the
team; on the contrary, it excites them.
“It’s not every day that
you get to go up against what
people say is the best team,”
Schmidt said.
Claggett is confident that
his young team will come to
play.
“I want to see what we
always do: compete,” Claggett
said.

Brotherhood should start earlier
(continued from page 3)

in these jokes. Whether they
mean to or not, the jokes
that make them comfortable
are putting down and hurting their classmates. And the
jokes create wide divides between their Black classmates.
What white students might
think is bringing them closer
to their new classmates is only
pushing them further away.
Black students, I think,
have trouble with the adjustment too. Many black students come from schools in
which the student body is predominantly, if not 100 percent
black. Where these freshmen
come from, insensitive jokes
are made, but they don’t involve race. I can’t remember a
time in middle school when a
fellow classmate made fun of
me because of me being Black.
As a result, Black students are
not prepared to face racial
prejudice in a school setting.
So when they face it in the
hallways of SLUH, the effect is
potent and overwhelming.
I can remember being a
freshman, trying desperately
to make new friends and find
my niche at SLUH, and being
assaulted with stereotypical,
ignorant jokes and comments
that tore into me. Of course, I
had heard comments before,

but never in this magnitude. I
had no way to respond these
jokes, except to smile and fake
immunity. But on the inside I
felt alienated; alienated from
classmates who were supposed to bemy brothers and
from a school that was supposed to produce men for
others. It was me and them.
I got through freshman year, made friends, and
thrived here at SLUH. But the
hurt never goes away. It is the
same hurt that inhibits SLUH
from being a completely inclusive place.
How can we fully live
out our Ignatian values, go
out into the community and
be men for others if we can’t
be so for our brothers here at
SLUH? I don’t expect every
white student to understand
the lives and backgrounds of
every Black student, or vice
versa. It’s impossible to completely comprehend a life of
someone other than yourself,
but compassion, acceptance,
and love are all things that
we at SLUH must strive to
achieve. If we can have compassion, love, and acceptance
for the poor that we serve in
the St. Louis community, why
not for each other?
Like Coach Claggett said,
inclusion is the next step in
diversity. SLUH first started

by having a non-Catholic orientation for the non-Catholic
freshmen. The orientation
helped the non-Catholic
freshmen, many of whom are
minority students, become
better introduced to the spiritual culture of SLUH.
SLUH needs a similar
program for all freshmen—
Black and white—concerning
diversity. SLUH needs a program that would start to acclimate white students to going
to school with Black students
and vice versa. Maybe it’s
something that is added onto
Freshmen Fun Day. Or perhaps a presentation on their
first day of school. It doesn’t
really matter when or where it
is. What matters is that it happens. Freshman students—
Black and White—can’t be expected to know how to deftly
handle conversations on race
and prejudice. They must be
taught to be loving and open
to growth. If they aren’t, they
will miss out on the spirit of
SLUH. They won’t experience the love and brotherhood SLUH has to offer. Black
or white, SLUH students
shouldn’t have to wait until
their senior year to feel a part
of the SLUH community. It
should start the moment they
walk into school as freshmen.
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Racquetball takes Lafayette
(continued from page 6)

fidence heading forward,” said
Schneier.
In the match against Lafayette, the Jr. Bills captured
the victory by a landslide,
with the final score of 6-1.
“We had already gotten
a preview of their top three
players from the Top Seed
Tournament, so we kind of

knew what to expect,” said
Koestner. “We’re also very
deep which is what makes us
successful.”
The squad has a huge
tournament this weekend: the
Winter Roll Out at Vetta Concord on Tesson Ferry. Matches
start right after school on Friday until 11:30 p.m. and then
pick back up Saturday morn-

ing at 7:30 a.m. and last until
midnight Saturday night.
“It’s a huge tournament,”
said Schneier. “We could really use a crowd to cheer us on!”
In addition to the Roll
Out, the team also has a match
on Monday against the Red
Devils of Chaminade at Vetta
Concord at 3:30.

Chess defeats Alton with 5 boards

photo | Nolen Doorack

Junior Sergio Goodwin goes toe-to-toe with a student from Edwardsville High School.
BY John Burke
REPORTER

T

he St. Louis U. High
ChessBills had their first
meet on Wednesday, defeating
Alton by a final score of 30-0.
SLUH took all five boards
in the home meet.
“Alton is definitely a newer, developing team,” sophomore Will Kelly said. “I didn’t
get to see too many games,
considering my game went a
little later, but it looked like
everyone played substantially
well, and, for the most part, I
would say it was a great way to
start the season.”

The ChessBills’ goal for
this season is to make the
playoffs, which they failed to
do last year. To do this, they
will be practicing consistently
on Mondays and Wednesdays
after school.
Though they have this
goal, some tough teams stand
in their way.
“Last year, Vianney’s
B team put up a good fight
against our regular team.
They’re very good, and Metro
is also very good,” Kelly said.
With new moderator and
math teacher Don Steingruby
leading the way, SLUH has

high hopes for the year. Most
members of the team feel
pretty optimistic about the remainder of the season.
“We should be able to do
just as good as last year, so,
considering we almost made
playoffs last year, I feel pretty
good about this seasxon,” Kelly said. “I’m optimistic about
this year.”
The ChessBills’ next meet
is against Metro at SLUH
on Jan. 7 at 4:00 p.m., after
Christmas break. After that
meet, they will play weekly
until mid-February.

photo | Jack Sinay

Photo of
the Week
Late in the night, St. Nicholas snuck through the halls
of SLUH, leaving a surprise
on all the lockers. The Prep
News tried to catch him late
last night, barely missing him
as he finished delivering his
special treats.

Wrestling Nighbeat
Last night, the St. Louis U. High varsity wrestling team lost to the Windsor Owls 49-36.
Seniors Rafael Robert, Mick Callahan, John Sims, and Max Kavy all won their matches in the
loss. The Jr. Bills wrestle again tonight and tomorow in the Parkway South Patriot Classic.
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Friday, December 5
“I’m found in a pair / And am
often used for prayer. / From
the most populous nation, /
Come find my location.”
Students for Life discussed aspects of life for which
they are grateful.
The Senior Pastoral
Team, numbers down due to
Kairos 67 and absent students,
shared the things of life they’re
grateful for and laughed as
Campus Minister Michael
Schonhoff did a variety of impersonations.

Yearbook began working with some newly-received
templates on eDesign.
The Medical Careers
Club had a brief meeting to
discuss leadership positions
for the year and upcoming
medical opportunities, including the Brain Bee.
Sophomore
Pastoral
Team split into two committees: one to create a trailer for
the Adopt-A-Family Drive
and one to plan a prayer service centered on the Drive for
Tuesday, December 2
the week of Dec. 1.
Medical Careers Club
Monday, November 24
elected senior Chip Alfaro
Anonymous members of as President and junior Sean
SLUH ARK distributed notes, Kelso as Vice President.
flowers, and cookies to several
Students for Life disfemale faculty members.
cussed an article about entitleThomas à Kempis Club ment from the blog “Hope for
crunched on tasty chips while the Sold” and watched a video
reading and reflecting on The from the Dictionary of ObImitation of Christ.
scure Sorrows.
The Senior Pastoral
Tuesday, November 25
Team convened to plan the
The library sent out an- recently rescheduled Senior
other riddle by Gmail, stating Project missioning ceremony

in conjunction with the Mass
Melee Club president
of the Immaculate Concep- and junior Nick Messina sent
tion as well as to hear about out an email discussing the
Mission Appalachia.
details for the Winter Super
Smash Bros. Melee TournaWednesday, December 3
ment, which will have both a
Mock Trial began work- singles and doubles bracket
ing on this year’s case theory and will be held after the last
by deconstructing each wit- exam on Thursday in the Si
ness’ statement. Only one of Commons.
their lawyer coaches, Preston
SLUH ARK plotted
Humphrey, was there, as the several interwoven, hidden
other two were busy. Their schemes intended to propanext meeting is Tuesday, Dec. gate smiles.
9.
Chem Study assembled Thursday, December 4
both during activity period
Pax Christi discussed the
and after school in S302, recent events in Ferguson, Mo.
where AP students helped a
Freshman
Pastoral
mix of regular and accelerated Team chose roles for the allchemistry sophomores.
school Mass on Monday, and
The Junior Pastoral they also discussed teamTeam discussed the readings building activities for the rest
and song choices for their up- of the year.
coming class Mass.
Scholar Bowl had their
—Compiled by Sam Chesecond-to-last meet at SLUH, chik, Joseph Reznikov, Jack
with the varsity and JV teams Sinay, and Joe Slama.
winning all of their games.
See page 2 of this week’s Prep
News.

Jeff Coffin and the Mu’tet play for students

Saxophonist Jeff Coffin and his mu’tet perform in the Schulte Theatre.
BY Nick Messina
REPORTER

J

December 5, 2014

eff Coffin and the Mu’tet,
a jazz combo, performed
and answered questions from
a peak crowd of around 150
students in the Joseph Schulte
Theater on Friday, Nov. 21,
during activity period and periods three and four.
The band included pianist Chris Walters, ’80, bassist Felix Pastorius, the son of
legendary musician Jaco Pastorius, and drummer Roy ‘Fu-

tureman’ Wooten, the brother
of bassist Victor Wooten.
Band teacher Jeff Pottinger organized the concert.
“I was talking to (father
of Peter Chauvin, ’13) Chuck
Chauvin in 2013, and he told
me about Jeff Coffin and the
Mu’tet,” Pottinger said. “I
reached out and talked to
Walters about playing at St.
Louis U. High.”
According to Pottinger,
three weeks before the concert in the theater, the Mu’tet’s
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agent emailed him and asked
about playing—for a price.
“We didn’t have enough
money to book anything
worthwhile, so I asked around
for funding and Yamaha donated a few hundred dollars
for this to happen,” Pottinger
said.
The band played three
songs during activity period,
and then addressed the crowd
to answer questions any students might have. Many of
the students left after activity

Kairos 67

period, but the audience that
remained consisted of student
musicians and anyone who
had a free period.
“I think it was crazy that
we were able to get that level
of musicians to play and talk
to us,” said senior Nic Pitti.
After a few questions,
Coffin talked about the fundamental “keys” to music, including dynamics, harmony,
articulations, rhythm and
time, and spirit and passion.
“Listening is the most
important fundamental,” Coffin said. “You use it to hear everything else.”
A highlight of the session
included Wooten getting up
and skipping to demonstrate
the ‘lopsided’ feel of certain
time signatures.
Once finished with the
Q&A, the Mu’tet played one
last song to the students before heading off to their gig at
Jazz at the Bistro.
“I thought it was great,
they were really nice,” Pottinger said. “I thought they
had great things to say.”
Pottinger hopes to have
another group perform in
January.
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Special Schedule

Adopt-A-Family Drive
Fine Arts Assembly
Advent Confessions
C White Basketball @ Timberland Tournament
Mix-It-Up Lunch
8:15am Advent Adoration
AP
Snack—Bosco Sticks
4pm
V/JV Wrestling @ Parkway South Tournament
8:15pm V Basketball Championship @ Pattonville 		
Tournament
Lunch Special—Toasted Ravioli
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese

Saturday, December 6
C Blue Basketball @ Webster Tournament
Loyola Christmas Party
9am
Santa Visit
10am TASK Holly Day
10am V/JV Wrestling @ Parkway South Tournament
12pm Dance Dress Rehearsal
9:10pm V Hockey vs. Lutheran South

Sunday, December 7
4pm

Chorus/Dance Concerts

Monday, December 8

Schedule R
Adopt-A-Family Wrapping Days (through Tuesday)
B Basketball @ Northwest Tournament
Mass/Senior Project Missioning
8:15am Advent Adoration
AP
Snack—None
4pm
C Blue Basketball @ Oakville
Lunch Special—Chicken Quesadilla
Vegetarian—Cheese Pizza

Tuesday, December 9
8:15am Advent Adoration
AP
Poetry Out Loud Competition
Snack—Chicken Giggles
4:30pm C Blue Basketball @ Kirkwood
B Basketball @ Oakville
5pm
V/JV/C Wrestling vs. Kirkwood
6pm
V Basketball @ Oakville
Lunch Special—Chicken Bites
Vegetarian—Cheese Tortellini

Schedule R

Wednesday, December 10

Schedule R
B Basketball @ Northwest Tournament (through Thursday)
8:15am Advent Adoration
AP
NHS Meeting
Snack—Texas Sweet Pretzel
4:15pm C Blue Basketball @ Lafayette
C White Basketball @ Lafayette
Lunch Special—BBQ Pork Sandwich (Brunch for Lunch)
Vegetarian—Vegetable Lo Mein

Thursday, December 11
Jazz Concert/Commons
8:15am Advent Adoration
AP
Snack—Chicken Rings
4pm
C Blue Basketball @ Vianney
5pm
C White Basketball @ Vianney
6pm
V/JV/C Wrestling vs. Pattonville
Lunch Special—Country-Fried Steak
Vegetarian—Pepper Jack Quesadilla

Friday, December 12
V Wrestling @ Ritenour Tournament
Circus Club
Faculty Gaudete Party in Campus Ministry
8:15am Advent Adoration
AP
NHS Teacher Karaoke
Snack—Mini Corn Dogs
3pm
Adopt-A-Family Delivery
4pm
C White Basketball vs. De Smet
5:15pm C Blue Basketball vs. De Smet
6pm
TASK Social Club
7pm
V Basketball vs. De Smet
7:15pm V Hockey vs. Wentzville Holt
Lunch Special—Pasta Bar
Vegetarian—Macaroni and Cheese

Schedule R

Schedule R
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