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Students, teachers react
to iPad announcement
BY Jack Kiehl
NEWS EDITOR

P

rincipal John Moran
sent an email to faculty
and parents last week announcing that freshmen and
sophomores will be required
to have iPads for the 201516 school year, transitioning over the next few years
to a Bring Your Own Device
(BYOD) program for juniors
and seniors. Over the past
week, the Prep News has talked to students and teachers to
guage their reactions to the
decision.
When the decision was
announced Thursday, many
were unsurprised. Though
the device committee considered many different devices

and device plans, the current
iPad pilot program seemed
to imply that the school was
heading towards iPads.
“I wasn’t surprised,” said
freshman Will Rudder. “We
are an all-Mac school and all
of the computers are all-Mac.
I didn’t think we’d switch
now.”
“The directions the conversations have taken for the
past year or so made it almost
a forgone conclusion that we’d
go this route,” said science
teacher Bill Anderson.
As part of the pilot program, 79 freshmen have been
using iPads for the past semester. Four teachers have
been involved in the program:

continued on page 4

Hogan wins P.O.L. against talented group
BY Sam
STAFF

S

Chechik

enior Thomas Hogan took
first place in St. Louis U.
High’s ninth annual Poetry
Out Loud (POL) competition
on Tuesday with his recitation of “The Windhover” by
Gerard Manley Hopkins, S.J.

Junior Elliot Auch, who
performed “The Second
Coming” by W. B. Yeats, was
the runner-up.
“The Windhover” describes God in a bird.
“(Hopkins’s poems are
usually) complex, hard to
read, hard to perform in a way

that the audience can follow,”
said English teacher Chuck
Hussung, who coordinated
the events. “Thomas does a
beautiful job of acknowledging a musicality to Hopkins’s
poetry and getting through
the grammatical trickery of
the poem.”
photo | Patrick Enderle
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Seniors Start Shamrock Skate Co.
Four SLUH seniors seek out a
patent and look to begin production for new attachment onto
electric skateboards. Page 2.

Hockey skates on
SLUH Icebills defeat Lutheran
South 4-2 in a closer than expected game. Page 2.

It’s beginning to sound a lot like Christmas: clockwise from
top left: The jazz concert last night in the Schulte Theater; Joe
Schulte reads “Amazing Peace” last Friday; Joe Koestner leads
the chorus on Sunday; and Alex Ayala plays in the concert last
Friday.

Adopt-a-Family raises
items for 59 families

BY Sam Heagney
REPORTER

F

or many, the annual
Adopt-a-Family drive is
a chance to help hundreds of
families who don’t enjoy the
same privileges that students
at SLUH do. SLUH collected
items for 59 families representing a total of 252 people.
The student body brought in
an impressive 95 percent of
items that homerooms were
asked for.
“The drive this year has
been incredibly successful,
continued on page 5 the best one in history,” said

Senior Thomas Hogan recites “The Windhover” Tuesday.
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Hogan chose the poem
because of his knowledge of
Hopkins’ work and because
his coach, former theater
teacher Joseph Schulte, ’59,
suggested it.
“I think this one was
challenging; it took some
working through and figuring out what it means and
how do you perform it, and
I enjoy Hopkins’s perspective
of ‘The world is charged with
the grandeur of God,’” said
Hogan. “It brought out a sort
of energy in me that neither
Mr. Schulte nor I always see.”
Auch’s poem, “The Second Coming,” describes civilization spinning out of control and what will come in its
place.
“(The poem uses) the
anguish of watching loss and
fear of an unknown future,
and I thought Elliot was right
inside that anxiety,” said Hussung.
Auch chose the poem
because of its epic tale and
mystery, which challenged

Beugg visits Homeboy Industries
Campus minister visits Homeboy Industries, founded by Father Gregory Boyle, during trip
to L.A. Page 3.
Basketbills humbled
After a strong start, varsity basketball came up short against
Chaminade and Oakville to fall
to 2-2. Page 9.

Christmas salutations
SLUH alumni from around the
world send Christmas postcards
from where they will be celebrating this year. Pages 6-7

Champions at last
SLUH seniors’ soccer team, FC
Findley, claims championship
in the final year of their CYC careers. Page 2.

Campus Minister Simonie
Anzalone. “The undertaking
is massive. It takes the entire
community to come together
to make this drive successful.”
Anzalone coordinated
the event for Campus Ministry. As in years past, the drive
was aided by the entire Campus Ministry staff.
In addition to the students and faculty at SLUH,
the Mother’s Club once again
played a key role in the drive.
Almost 100 mothers came
out to support the effort. The
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Seniors take legal leap, plan to
produce automatic skateboards

photo | Will Balossi

FC Findley, senior soccer team,
takes CYC championship
photo | courtesy of Ross Thompson

Ross Thompson clutches the well-deserved trophy.
BY Kevin Murphy
SPORTS EDITOR

A
Berg’s automatic skateboard features an electronically-powered back wheel used for pushing the board.
BY Will Balossi and Cade
Dernlan
REPORTERS

A

small group of SLUH
seniors, headed by Eric
Berg and Joe Spellmeyer, have
developed a business known
as the Shamrock Skate Company.
Along with seniors Austin McCollom and Bo Chevalier, Berg and Spellmeyer have
developed what started off as
a pitch for motor-powered
skateboards, which is becoming the basis for their new
business idea. Berg came up
with the idea a year ago and
presented it in a pitch competition at Saint Louis University where he took third place.
“One thing that has been
a huge advantage to us is Ig-

natian Business Leaders,” said
Spellmeyer. “(The club) gave
us some experience, perspective, and background so that
we have the ability to start
(Shamrock Skate Company).
It has opened up a lot of doors
for us; we might not have
found them if not for SLUH.”
Their idea focuses on
the market of electric, motorpowered skateboards.
“(Electric
skateboards
and longboards) are relatively
new so most of what you will
find readily available is very
expensive because there is
not a lot of competition,” said
Spellmeyer.
The design the group
is focusing on costs just two
thirds the price of some of
the cheapest electric boards

on the market, which cost
around $600.
In addition, Berg’s design
competes with other electric
skateboards on the market.
“(Most electric boards
are) heavy, bulky, and ugly.
An advantage to our product
is that this is something that
normal skateboarders can
place on their board with just
a few screws. It’s cheap, it’s
light, it’s easy,” said Berg.
Berg met with a patent attorney on Wednesday
night to determine the advantages of patenting his product.
“It legitimizes us as a
business,” said Spellmeyer.
If they decide to get a
patent, they will be on their
way to starting production of
their electric skateboards.

Circus Club clowns around at
annual show this weekend
photo | Leo Heinz

Junior Kyle Kennedy juggles last weekend at the Loyola Academy Christmas party.
BY Daniel Lally and Adam
Vonder Harr
REPORTERS

T

he St. Louis U. High
Circus Club will be performing its annual concert in
the F. Joseph Schulte Theater
this weekend. The show will
consist of an hour and fifteen
minutes of various skits and
tricks done by the students
in the Circus Club, performing anything from juggling to

close hand magic to comedic
skits.
Junior Jeffrey Naumann
says the show in the past has
emphasized the inclusion of
the audience, and this year, he
hopes it will do the same.
“We try to keep the audience interested by having
them participate,” said Naumann.
At its show for Loyola
Academy students last week-

end, club members taught
kids how to juggle.
“The kids were very receptive,” Naumann said, “and
we are anticipating the SLUH
audience to be the same.”
“(I’m excited to) get people on stage for some magic
tricks,” said junior Jimmy
Reddy.
Since the beginning of
the year, the Circus Club has
been performing shows to
mainly smaller crowds, such
as the Oktoberfest performance in Frontier Park. They
hope such performances get
the new members more experience before the bigger shows
of the year.
“(We’re) doing smaller
shows so when it comes to the
big show our people will’ve already had some time on stage
and in front of a crowd,” said
Reddy.
Show times are this Friday at 7:00 p.m., and this Saturday at 4:00 p.m.
“Without giving anything away,” said Reddy, “we
are currently calling the fire
department and making sure
we have insurance, so there
will be some very exciting
things this year.”
The Circus Club encourages everyone to go to this
year’s performance, especially
because, just like every year,
it’s free.
“You just walk in and sit
down,” said Reddy, “and enjoy
the show.”

group of second level
seniors came together
as FC Findley last Sunday for
the last game of the season,
searching for the CYC soccer
championship title that had
evaded them in the past. The
team capped off an incredible
run with a 2-0 victory over
West County competitor Ascension Tuckwell.
FC Findley was the idea
of seniors Nick Perryman and
Ross Thompson, who played
CYC last year and lost in the
championship finals. They
served as the captains of a
team that was created with the
sole goal of redemption.
Although many sought
out a place on the team, there
was a limit to the number
of players, so the captains
were required to deny spots
to some. Using a cut process
similar to high school sports,
but on a much less serious level, the cuts were based mostly
on skill level. In the end, the
team consisted of all SLUH
players except for one De
Smet player.
“We wanted to win a
championship,” said Perry-

man. “That’s what we came
here to do.”
“From the selection process in the very beginning we
knew we had a good team,”
said senior coach Sam Sextro.
“We didn’t know how far we’d
go, but we had championship
dreams all along.”
The
team
cruised
through the season with a
stunning 8-1-1 record, with
the tie and loss coming from
another solid SLUH team,
Athletico Big Fella, that consisted of juniors but failed to
make it out of the South City
Division. Aside from those
games, the team consistently
played well and won on a regular basis.
“As the season porgressed, we saw the potential these boys had, and the
teamwork and chemistry that
built up proved to be a magical thing,” said Sextro. “We
definitely had our shortcomings, tying Big Fella, and we
knew our weaknesses, but the
knowledge of the weaknesses
only made us better.”
The semifinal game was
played against Ascension
Church, a team that they
hadn’t seen or heard about at

all. Despite coming into the
game blindly, FCF won easily
in a 1-0 contest.
The championship game
against Ascension Tuckwell,
another foreign team from
the West Cosunty Division,
showed a dominating performance by FCF, similar to
how they had performed all
year. The first goal came in
the first half by senior Tommy
O’Toole, whose shot deflected
off of an Ascension defender
and floated over the goalie.
After the first goal, the team
settled in and played its usual
confident and calm game.
The 1-0 lead lasted for
a large portion of the game,
until senior Noah Hewlett
scored the second goal after
a series of sloppy clears and
lucky deflections. The second
goal ensured the win for FCF,
winning them the championship that they had sought for
so long.
“We tried to get the ball
to the guys up top,” said Perryman. “We were almost always forward passing, while
maintaining a strong defense,
too.”
“It was a well-fought
game, and we came out hard,”
said Sextro. “To be honest,
there was never a doubt.”
Perryman noted outstanding players from the
season and especially during the championship game,
scorers O’Toole and Hewlett,
Matt Barron, Jack Mayfield on
the defensive end, and Gabe
Horas in goal. Sextro also
added Eric Helfrich to this
list.

Brown one of 8 to create rubric for
AP Government exam
BY Jack
STAFF

S

Sinay

ocial Studies teacher Bill
Brown was one of eight
high school teachers and
professors recently chosen to
help make the grading rubric
for the AP Government and
Politics exam this year.
Brown, who has been
involved with the AP Government and Politics for 21 years,
has been one of the test readers who score the exam; a table leader whose job involves
teaching the readers what to
mark off for; and a core question leader, whose job is to
teach the table leaders what to
teach the readers.
“There are different levels,” said Brown. “So it’s kind
of a ladder operation.”
The rubric will synchronize the grading of over
300,000 students’ tests.
“The rubric is so that we
can be fair to the 300,000,”
said Brown. “We then apply
the rubric to their answers.”
Brown started as a test
reader during his first year at
SLUH, five years ago. From
there, he moved on to be a
table leader and then a core
question leader.

“It’s an important job he
has,” said Assistant Principal
for Academics Tom Becvar,
who is also the Assistant to
the Chief Reader for the AP
Calculus exam. “Because, to
be a question reader (who
grade based upon the rubric), you are really working
on what’s important, how it’s
to be graded, and how partial
credit should be given.”
However, Brown doesn’t
plan to start helping on the
rubric until after the exam is
taken in June, when the tests
are graded in Salt Lake City,
Utah. There, he and the other
rubric writers will work with
AP Government Chief Reader James Riddlesperger, who
is also a professor at Texas
Christian University, to first
refine the test and then start
on the rubric.
“We go earlier than everybody else to define the
rubric for the exam,” said
Brown.
Brown plans to go into
the rubric writing dry, as he
feels any preconceived notions could damage the process.
“Because a lot of times,
what the test development

committee has in mind is
different (from mine),” said
Brown. “I find it counterproductive to try to fit my (preconceived) feelings into it.”
However, Brown plans
on stopping after this year, as
he intends to rotate out when
Riddlesperger leaves.
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Beugg visits Homeboy Industries, Scholar Bowl places fifth at City
witnesses growing impact
Private School championship

3

photo | courtesy of Ms. Meg Beugg

BY Liam Heffernan and
Nathan Langhauser
REPORTERS

T

The Kinship Garden sits as a symbol of new growth at Homeboy Industries.
BY John Burke
REPORTER

“He took us around, and
it was so neat to hear his stover Thanksgiving Break,
ries,” said Beugg. “He told us
campus minister Meg
the story of growing up in a
Beugg visited Homeboy Ingang with his twin brother,
dustries, the organization
and how he had met Fr. Greg
created by Fr. Gregory Boyle,
and started working at HomeS.J., author of SLUH’s summer
boy Industries. He was really
reading book, Tattoos on the
committed that his younger
Heart.
siblings did not get involved
Beugg was visiting her
in gangs or that his boys did
family in Los Angeles, and her
either.”
sister-in-law arranged for her
The friendly personalities
visit to Homeboy Industries.
of all the workers at Homeboy
“This year with all of us
Industries struck Beugg most
about the whole experience.
“The people that I met
photo | courtesy of Ms. Meg Beugg
were so friendly and welcoming to us. People were excited
to share their work and their
stories. It was so genuine,” said
Beugg.
Beugg also got a chance
to eat lunch in Homeboy Cafe
and gave it very high compliments. She even bought pies
and other baked goods for
Thanksgiving from the bakery.
“I am even more convinced about how important
the work is and about how
life-changing it is,” said Beugg.
Beugg saw first-hand
how the business is expanding. There is now a Homeboy Cafe in the Los Angeles
International Airport (LAX),
which thousands of people
walk past daily. It is a great
chance for Homeboy Industries to be known around the
world.
“It was really nice to see
Beugg poses in front of Homegirl Café, a division of Homeboy the whole spread of Homeboy,” said Beugg.
Industries.

O

reading the book and with
him coming to speak to us,
I was especially glad to have
the opportunity to go,” said
Beugg.
While she didn’t get a
chance to actually meet Boyle,
Beugg did get a chance to visit
his office and take a tour of the
facility.
The tour was run by one
of the homeboys, Gus, who
was actually mentioned in
Tattoos on the Heart when he
got a chance to travel to Washington, D.C. with Boyle.

Quote of the Week
“The people who were trying to make this world worse
are not taking the day off. Why should I?”

-Bob Marley

he St. Louis U. High varsity Scholar Bowl team finished fifth during the championship meet for the St. Louis
City Private School League at
De Smet this Wednesday.
The JV Scholar Bowl
team also finished fifth in
their championship meet
at De Smet after three tight
games, two wins and one loss
for the team.
Varsity lost its first game
to Westminster by a score
of 180-140, but came back
strong, winning its next three
games: 270-140 against Rosati-Kain, 280-140 against home
team De Smet in the semifinal consolation game, and
Chaminade in the consolation
finals.
JV lost its first game to

Priory by a score of 270-140,
then beat Lutheran South
180-170, and Nerinx 220-210.
Although varsity didn’t
finish as strong as last year’s
team, who took second, moderator Don Steingruby said,
“I’m happy with our performance in the league; we ran
into some pretty good teams
and the competition was
good.”
Varsity Scholar Bowl juniors Paul Daues and Michael
Hayes received awards for the
number of questions they answered correctly. Daues finished fourth out of ten and
Hayes finished ninth of ten.
There were also two
JV members who received
awards: sophomore Alex
Hymes received first place out
of all JV players for questions
answered correctly, and Derek

Rechtien received the award
for answering the ninth-most
questions of all the JV members in the meet.
“The consistency of the
guys being at the events is a
key part to the overall success of the team, and they are
a good group of kids to work
with,” said Steingruby.
Districts for the Scholar
Bowl team are in April, but
Steingruby and the Scholar
Bowl team have varsity and
JV postseason tournaments
before then in preparation for
the big meet.
—Sam Chechik contributed to reporting.

Moody participates in California toy
drive, inspired to spread locally
BY Michael
REPORTER

S

Wiley

enior Eric Moody travelled
to the Manifest Your Destiny Toy Drive in California
on Monday, Dec. 1. After the
event, Moody was motivated
to create a similar program
for the families living in his
neighborhood around Ferguson.
Sponsored by the Toys
for Tots Foundation, the California event was held at Avalon Hollywood on Vine St.
and directed by Manifest Your
Destiny’s founder Hill Harper,
a television actor from shows
such as CSI: NY and Covert
Affairs. Because Moody’s family has strong connections to
Harper, they were invited to
the seventh annual fundraiser.
The Toy Drive was designed so that families in the
United States without enough
disposable income can still
celebrate Christmas. After
seeing the charity, Moody
wanted to imitate it on a local
level.
“I came up with the idea
to sponsor some families by
giving them toys, so I’m not
the only one having a Christmas,” said Moody.
After talking to other
attendees of the Toy Drive,

Moody and his family found
donors, and selected families to support through his
church and by consulting history teacher Sterling Brown,
who also helps families in a
similar way. Family, friends,
and Moody’s church (Alive St.
Louis) also helped find people
willing to donate toys for boys
and girls ages six to twelve.
The Moody family will be doing all of the wrapping and
distributing.
“I feel like kids are our
next generation. They need
the best possible help and the
feeling that people have hope
for them to be successful and
prosper,” said Moody. “Anything I can do to help inspire
hope in kids is what I’m doing
right now.”
Moody said he’s always
felt the need to help kids reach
their full potential and hopes
to become a teacher or a pediatrician one day.
Moody’s altruistic personality extends beyond
this new family-run charity. When he started high
school in Wisconsin, Moody
worked through the Boys and
Girls Club to serve five-star
Thanksgiving feasts to homeless families. He also recently
took part in a 21 Days of

Prayer vigil for the people living in Ferguson.
So far in the toy-gathering process, Moody says that
he has enough toys to take
care of four to five families,
with about two kids each.
“It’s not the total that really matters to me. It’s the fact
that I’m getting at least one
family,” said Moody. “If I constantly get more, that’s an A
for effort, but even if I inspire
one person, that’s the main
thing.”
Although Moody said
that he felt disheartened by
the recent violence in Ferguson and the media’s response,
he did not attribute his program to those events. Rather,
he simply wanted more people
in his community to experience the joy of Christmas.
“Anyone can have the
chance to inspire someone.
You don’t necessarily have to
be the biggest name person;
you have the God-given ability to inspire someone, whether it’s by something like this or
just tutoring someone,” said
Moody.
Moody said anyone interested in helping out can
contact him.

cartoon | Rollin Jackson
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Latin teacher Jennifer Ice,
Russian teacher Rob Chura,
English teacher Tim Curdt,
and biology teacher Megan
Menne.
Having started at SLUH
using the device, some of the
freshmen were excited with
the device decision.
“I really like switching to
iPads,” said freshman Danny
Favazza. “I have them this
year and it’s really nice.”
Menne is also excited
about the decision.
“I have iPads this year
and I love them,” said Menne.
“I’m super excited.”
“I’m looking forward to
using them in biology next
year, seeing all of the good
things that (Menne)’s done
with them,” said science
teacher Tim O’Keefe.
One of the biggest concerns voiced by students was
the choice of iPads over laptops.
“I’d prefer laptops,” said
freshman Matt Rauschenbach. “But they’d be a lot more
expensive.”
“I don’t see how it’s different from the laptop, and I
think laptops are much easier
than the iPads,” said freshman
Nick Dimmitt.
“I would rather have a
laptop than an iPad. I think
you can do a lot more with a
laptop than with a tablet. It’s
a lot easier to type and a lot
more convenient,” said Colten
Nadenbush.
Freshman Sam Eilerman
saw the benefits of both devices.
“I know that there are a
lot of students out there that
would much rather have laptops rather than iPads, but I
think both are convenient.
You can do a few more things

on the laptop, but the iPad is
a bit more mobile, and it’s a
lot cheaper than some of the
MacBooks we would probably
get,” said Eilerman.
A resounding concern
about the iPads was the ability
to type and take notes.
“I’d like something with
a keyboard because it’s really
hard to take notes on an iPad,”
said freshman John Gough.
Freshman Peter Kickham, who brings his own iPad
Mini to school, disagreed
with Gough.
“It’s pretty much like a
big phone, so (taking notes)
is like texting,” said Kickham.
“I can type really fast taking
notes.”
“People can take notes
faster on the iPads sometimes
than writing them by hand. It
helps them be more engaged,
like following what the teacher says,” said freshman Dominic Pancella, who is also part
of the iPad pilot program.
There are, of course, students that prefer using a pen
and paper.
“I don’t really mind writing on notebooks,” said freshman Andrew Mikes.
Another concern some
students voiced was distractions in the classroom. Freshman Nick Mattingly went to
Blessed Sacrament in Belleville for grade school, where
students have iPads.
“I had iPads in grade
school and it was a big success, but it was controlled and
we didn’t have any freedom to
get any apps,” said Mattingly.
“I’m kind of worried now because it would take up a lot
of my time if I downloaded
games. Like now I see kids
playing games in class. It’s a
temptation I don’t want to
have.”

Freshman Joe Jellinek
echoed Mattingly.
“I think it’s a terrible idea
(to get iPads) because everyone’s going to play games on
it,” said Jellinek.
Jellinek said he would
support laptops over iPads,
saying students wouldn’t play
games as much.
Some students, however, said that having a tablet
would limit distractions in
comparison to laptops.
“I think iPads will be better than laptops because the
teachers can see what you’re
doing. On iPads there’s a
better chance you won’t (be
playing games) because the
teacher will be able to see
your screen,” said junior Pete
Genovese.
“The laptop totally makes
a barrier between the students
and the teacher but the iPad,
even though it can be tilted
up, it can’t be put in front of
your face so nobody can see
you. It’s not that different than
a book in the way that teachers can see you,” said junior
Jack Perryman.
Favazza said that in his
classes where students have
iPads, he doesn’t see students
getting off track.
“The teachers are pretty
on top of it,” said Favazza.
“They know since they have
the iPad they need to watch
(the students). So I don’t really see kids goofing off.”
Many students brought
up the benefits of digital textbooks on the iPad, both in
terms of cost and having to
carry around less during the
day.
“If you have iPads and
if you have books on there,
it will be a lot less trouble to
keep up with your books. The
only worry I have about the

iPad is pretty much the cost
sometimes, it’s a little pricy,
but it’s better than paying for a
lot of paper books,” said freshman Ben Massenberg.
“You wouldn’t have to
carry the books all around,”
said freshman Noah Sandidge. “I’d rather carry an iPad
than a whole bunch of books.”
Theology teacher Jon
Ott uses laptops often in his
classes to give online quizzes,
which he said will be easier
when sophomores have iPads.
“I’m excited that I won’t
have to be dragging around
the laptop cart back and forth
for my sophomores next year,”
said Ott.
This year, chemistry and
physics classes offered the option of using digital textbooks
in class. Last year, biology students were offered an online
textbook for twenty dollars.
Sophomore Matt Smith noted
pros and cons of digital textbooks, the use of which will
likely increase after getting
iPads.
“(iPads) are a good idea
because buying books physically costs a lot of money and
they’re heavy, but at the same
time, I feel it’s easier to learn
with the physical copy in your
hand,” said Smith.
Kickham noted that
iBooks, an Apple application
used as a platform for books,
has benefits over e-Books, in
his eyes one of the benefits of
an iPad over computers.
“iBooks are better because they have certain links
and activities you can do,”
said Kickham.
Theology teacher Chris
Keeven was considering converting the textbook he uses
in his junior classes to an
iBook, though since juniors
will not be required to have

iPads, having an iBook would
be more complicated. Keeven
was pleased with the decision,
though, and felt the Device
Committee who recommended iPads and the BYOD program for upperclassmen listened to everyone’s concerns.
A few students and
teachers brought up concerns
about the Bring Your Own
Device program. Once freshmen and sophomores have
been through the iPad program, starting junior year they
are free to bring in a different
device, as long as it meets certain hardware criteria.
“It’s going to be a little bit
challenging with mixed classes, but it’ll all even out,” said
theology teacher Jim Burshek,
S.J. “I’m in favor of some sort
of (device) in the classroom.”
“It should be standardized. I think it should be kept
iPads all throughout because
you’re going to get people
who bring in Windows devices and that won’t sync up
properly,” said Rauschenbach.
There are some that
would prefer BYOD for the
entire school.
“I feel bad for the people
that might have brought a laptop for this year and next year
will have to spend more money on an iPad,” said freshman
Michael Esson. “I think there
should be an option between
the two because a lot of people
have laptops.”
Since next year only
freshmen and sophomores
will be required to have iPads,
the current sophomores and
juniors will continue in their
classes largely as they have the
past few years.
“I actually don’t mind
(not receiving iPads), to be
honest,” said sophomore Eric
Heard.

“I started SLUH doing everything by hand and
technology would complicate
everything for me; it would
make it harder,” said junior
Jeremy Konzen.
“It’d be worth it for the
freshmen and sophomores
but for juniors and seniors,
we’re almost done so I don’t
know how beneficial that
would be,” said junior Stephen
Olwig.
“I’m glad we won’t have
it,” said sophomore Darrell
Stobbs. “It’ll be a distraction.”
There are, of course,
many students and faculty—
for students, the number of
those opposed to one-to-one
technology seems to increase
the longer they’ve been at
SLUH—are still opposed to
having technology in the
classroom.
“For me, in the classroom, it’s counterproductive. The few guys that have
been using devices in the
classroom, it’s distracting for
them,” said biology teacher
Nhan Pham.
“I don’t think we need
(technology) at all,” said Dimmitt. “I think it’s unnecessary
because we can do everything
with books.”
Many, however, are happy with the decision, as long
as there isn’t too much reliance on the devices.
“I think it’s a good decision,” said freshman Will
Rudder. “But I also agree with
what Dr. Moran said, that
people need to control the
technology and the technology should not control the
people.”
—Sam Chechik contributed to
reporting

Robotics gets new digs in the down Annual Adopt-A-Family drive helps
bring Christmas to 59 families
under, plus a room with a view
BY William
REPORTER

photo | Patrick Enderle

Connolly

(continued from page 1)

T

he Robotics Club moved
to its new room in M-6
last week and has been installing new tools and equipment
into the room as well as constructing a set of double doors
and a window looking from
the hallway into the room.
Overall, the members of
the club seem very satisfied
with the improvements to the
new room.
“The nice thing about
this door is that when we are
building these projects, especially last year, we used to
have barely enough space to
roll that robot through the
door,” said senior Lewis Kelley. “If we had built it just an
inch wider, we would have
had to disassemble it and then
reassemble it in the hallway.”
“When we were building
the vending machine, every
time we wanted to take it out,
we had to disassemble it and
reassemble it,” said Kelley.
The new window addition also makes the robotics
room easier to find.
“Instead of being that
nondescript door in that nondescript hallway that no one

The new double-door in the basement across from the rifle range.

ever walks down, now it’s that
one room with the window.
The other nice thing is that
when people walk by, they can
see what we’re doing through
the window,” said Kelley.
The Robotics Club members are also very enthusiastic
about the other improvements
to the new room, including

shelves for storage.
“The shelves are good for
organizing because last year
we were pretty unorganized,
and it was pretty confined and
very messy,” said sophomore
Ian Mulvihill. “This allows us
to be a lot more neat, so I’m
pretty happy about that.”

mothers are especially helpful
in the organization and coordination of the drive, even
after students bring in the
items.
The entire SLUH community did indeed come together to support one of the
largest drives in school history.
“Every year we build on
improvements before us. Every year we get better. This
is the third year it’s been big
like this. Each year we add a
little something better to the
organizing so it’s a little more
organized. It was a great year
but we have a little bit more
organization this year, a little
bit more help,” said Mother’s
Club Community Outreach
Representative Kim Graman,
mother of sophomore Robert
Graman.
The enhanced organization was not only attributed
to the SLUH community.
Normally, the drive supports
two charities, but that wasn’t

possible this year because
the Father Gavin Center
shut down. The focus on just
one organization, Southside
Catholic Charities, has also
contributed to the smooth coordination of the drive.
The drive’s committee used online sign-ups for
homerooms to keep track of
items, marking the fourth
year that the drive has taken
advantage of this technology.
Since all of the students at
SLUH had used Sign-Up Genius in years past, the organization improved.
“This year we’ve been
able to put more specific information in, like colors or styles
that people like or things that
the people that we’re purchasing for, styles that they like,
that sort of thing. I think that’s
been helpful in meeting the
needs a little bit better than in
the past,” said Anzalone.
This allows families to
get more personal gifts and
cuts down on the miscommu-

nication between SLUH families and those they support.
The Sign-Up Genius also
allows Campus Ministry to
follow the performance of individual homerooms.
“We are trying to keep
track of that so that we can
follow those group of guys
through the four years to see
if there’s some sort of trend,”
said Anzalone.
Beyond bringing in gifts,
students this year were also
asked to contribute money.
The administration asked students to contribute five dollars of their own money to
help support the families with
other expenses. These expenses include food and other essential needs, but the money
is also used to cover gifts that
homerooms failed to bring in.
Despite the overall success of the drive, some homerooms still had issues bringing
in all of their assigned items.
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Hogan wins Poetry Out Loud with Gerard Manley Hopkins, S.J., poem

5

photos | Patrick Enderle

(continued from page 1)

him to try and understand the
words on the page.
“I really tried to get at
what he (Yeats) was saying,”
said Auch. “You have to know
what the poet is trying to say.
Otherwise, it’s just nonsense.”
Junior Ryan Hopkins and
seniors Nate Cummings, Jack
Kiehl, Kevin Thomas, and
Peter Volmert were the other
contestants. Senior Shayn
Jackson was scheduled to
compete but was absent due
to illness. Compared to last
year’s six junior and senior finalists, this year’s demographic was almost the same, with
eight total finalists and a mix
of juniors and seniors.
This POL competition
was the first in a long time that
required semifinals to narrow
the field, from 12 contestants
to eight.
The judges of the finals
were math teacher Frank Corley, English teacher John Kavanaugh, and Jen Theby Quinn,
wife of English teacher Terry
Quinn. Math teacher Dan
Becvar served as the accuracy
judge, and senior Jack Sullivan
was the prompter, though no
one needed prompting.
“It was a big year for Poetry Out Loud,” said Hussung.
“I think that having a national
finalist (in Tom Fields, last
year) creates some interest in
people. Then people think,
‘Oh, I can maybe do that too; I
want to give it a try.’”
Thanks to Fields’s Nationals performance last year,
money has gone to SLUH’s
library to purchase books of
poetry.
“In very direct ways,
Poetry Out Loud is having
an effect on what happens in

Clockwise from top left: Senior Peter Volmert recites “The Redeemer,” junior Ryan Hopkins “The Ocean,” senior Nate Cummings “It Couldn’t Be
Done,” junior Elliot Auch “The Second Coming,” senior Jack Kiehl “The Empty Dance Shoes,” and senior Kevin Thomas “The Abandoned Farmhouse.”

our classrooms at St. Louis
U. High,” said Hussung. “We
have books in our library we
didn’t have before.”
Hogan will perform “The
Windhover,” along with two
other poems for the St. Louis
Regional Competition on Feb.

2 at the Springboard in St.
Louis. Regionals are different this year because SLUH
switched leagues. This year
SLUH is back in the St. Louis
City Locals instead of the St.
Charles County Locals.
“They want SLUH to

compete with the city schools,
and now we will be,” said Hussung.
Gary Glazner, a poet
from Brooklyn, will be
brought to St. Louis by the
Poetry Out Loud organization
to workshop with the some

students selected from the finalists from both SLUH and
McKinley.
This program, Poetry
for Life, will allow the students to travel to a home for
people suffering from dementia, and after performing and

Zinselmeyer and Dickens hold future-planning
seminars, draw from personal experience
BY Connor
CORE STAFF

I

FitzGerald

n an attempt to better prepare high school students
for the world of business and
finance, social studies teacher
Tom Zinselmeyer and former
economics teacher Lauren
Dickens have been giving
future-planning seminars to
high school students. Their
company—called
Strategic
Adult—came together two
years ago; they gave one seminar this school year in October and one is scheduled for
Dec. 29 in Kirkwood.
The group aims to tackle
two main things: savings and
money management, and
learning to make social media
accounts attractive to potential employers.
“It was really a product
of years of Tom and I talking
about lessons we wish we had
learned,” said Dickens of the
seminars’ focus. “In many cases, these were things that our
parents and other adults had
told us, but for some reason
we just did not listen. We tried
to come up with a way that the
message was the same, but the
delivery of the message was
a little bit different, so that
people in the same position
we were 15 or 20 years ago
don’t make the same mistakes

we do.”
“It originally caught my
attention because I like the
idea of learning how to spend
my money wisely,” said senior
Joe Spellmeyer, who attended the seminar in October.
“More than that, I wanted to
learn where to put my money
and how to start saving it up.
The social networking aspect
of it really reeled me in because of the point that social
media can be used for more.
It can be used to increase my
online presence and make me
more attractive to employers.”
Dickens and Zinselmeyer
focus the seniors on what they
did (or didn’t) learn about
budgeting and social media in
high school.
“We both did a pretty decent job of starting early, but
when I was (in high school), I
wasn’t even thinking of it. My
brother-in-law, on the other
hand, started saving money
when he was 17,” said Zinselmeyer. “And I started when I
was 23. That six year window
between he and I was a tremendous advantage for him.”
The group’s first seminar,
two years ago, had about 30
students, and the seminars
have grown each time. The
next seminar is Dec. 29 from
5:00 to 8:00 p.m. in Kirkwood
at the STL Real Estate build-

Did you remember to wear
formal attire on Monday?
No
3%

photo | strategicadult.com

Dickens (right) speaks to students in the seminar.

ing.

“Most of the education
that everyone receives is all
knowledge. That is great, but
we try to go further,” said
Zinselmeyer. “We take that
knowledge and work one-onone with you to actually implement plans, so that we will
follow up with our Strategic
Adult network. It’s not ‘Let’s
just teach you some things;’
it’s ‘Let’s teach you some
things and actually do it.’ Our
program is both education
and action.”
Strategic Adult is hoping
to bring the seminars to specific institutions in the future,
in order to get more people
thinking about these ideas.
“The more people we have
coming to these seminars, the
more growth and prosper-

ity people will achieve,” said
Zinselmeyer. “The prosperity
is not just in a money sense;
prosperity is different in the
minds of everyone.”
“It was eye-opening and
motivating,” said Spellmeyer.
“It was interesting talking
about IRAs and retirement
savings; I had never thought
about saving for retirement
now, or even in my twenties,
but as Mr. Zinselmeyer said,
the earlier you start, the more
money you will have.”
Those interested in attending a Strategic Adult
seminar can register online
on the company’s website,
strategicadult.com. The cost
of registration is currently cut
down from its standard price
of $200 to $150.

then creating another poem
with those people, they will
perform again. Afterwards,
the group will come back
and reflect on what they have
learned in the experience.

Yes
96%

What top did you wear
on Monday?

Cardigan
1%

Quarter-zip
21%
Vest
11%

Jacket
& Vest
4%

Sweater
28%

Jacket
39%

Last Monday, senior Giuseppe Vitellaro sent out a survey to the
student body about formal attire for the all-school Mass. 647
students responded. Graphs: Nolen Doorack.
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Alberta, Canada

Home Away F
alumni celebratin

PN

Hi Prep News,

I have lived here in western Canada, southern Alberta,
for over 40 years. Your readers might be surprised, if
they haven’t visited, that Calgary and southern Alberta,
is so heavily influenced by its American immigrants
and residents. We are one of the most sizable minorities
(we simply blend in very well in spite of our accents).
We are by far the most “American” of the Canadian
provinces and that is reflected, not just in our attitudes,
but in many of our customs and rituals. Christmas is
no exception. We celebrate in exactly the same way my
family did as I was growing up in St. Louis – the tree,
decorations, presents, carols, church, a turkey meal,
and most of all gathering with immediate and extended
family and close friends.
The biggest difference for me (even though I have
always lived in the big city of Calgary) is that I married
into one of Alberta’s earliest and most prominent ranching families. My daughter and her husband have carried on that tradition running their own ranch and now
owning and ranching some of the original ranch’s stunningly beautiful property close to the Rocky Mountain
foothills with 100 mile views and all kinds of wildlife
including grizzly bears and moose, elk, deer, etc. This
means that every Christmas Day is also just another
ranch day for the cattle, horses, chickens, dogs, cats, and
resident pheasant who adopted the yard several years
ago as a safe place to hide out from the coyotes and
foxes. All of the animals still have to be fed and watered
before the humans get their turn. My grandchildren are
now the 5th generation on the very same land and it is
great to be part of a tradition which celebrates stewardship of the land and the wildlife in addition to making
a living. This is what peace and gratitude is all about
every day of the year.

Vatican City, Rome

PN

Dear Prep News,
I have spent the last 27 years abroad, and and often on
Christmas I have been working.
After I joined Fox News, I filled in frequently in Jerusalem, and one year I was able to go to Mass on Christmas Eve
in Bethlehem. Nothing like being there.
Fox also sent me to Nigeria one year on Christmas to find
out where the so-called “underwear bomber” had grown up.
I started working in the Vatican in the summer of 2012,
and had a very good seat for Christmas Eve Mass in St. Peter’s
Basilica later that year. I noticed that Pope Benedict was having trouble walking up and down steps. I said to myself, “He’s
not going to be healthy enough to go to Brazil for World Youth
Day next summer.” Not only was he not going to Brazil, he was
going to announce his resignation as Pope within weeks.
Great memories from SLUH, and I am very grateful for
the education. May the peace and joy of Christmas be yours.
G
Greg Burke, ’78

Peace,
Michael
Michael Hornburg, ’68

Delhi, India

PN

Dear Prep News,

A photo taken
by Barnidge
of the Golden
Temple in Punjab, India.

I recently returned to St. Louis after having spent over a decade abroad doing graduate work in Europe and teaching in England and India.
In 2013, I had the good fortune to spend an academic year as a visiting
scholar at a university in northern India.
Every Sunday, I would take a cab with some colleagues into Delhi and attend
mass at Sacred Heart Cathedral in the center of the city.
On the way, we would pass beggars slouched over in medians (half awake
or half asleep?), cows oblivious to the chaos, smog, and dust around them, and
mystics seeking enlightenment like the Tibetan Lama in Kipling’s great novel of
British India, Kim.
There is a certain Jesuit connection to attending Sunday Mass at Sacred
Heart Cathedral: Anthony de Mello, SJ, donated the main altar to the church.
And behind the main altar hangs a large painting of the Last Supper, with
the names of Christ and the Apostles noted at the bottom in Hindi, Urdu, and
English.
Women in saris with their children and husbands at prayer, and Christ’s
birth being celebrated in a land that can boast a connection to Christianity as
ancient as St. Thomas the Apostle, one of the first Christians to visit the Subcontinent.
Merry Christmas.
Yours in SLUH,
Robert P. Barnidge, Jr., ’95

Uganda, Africa

PN

Dear Prep News,
At left is Fr.
David Baltz, a
Jesuit priest living in Uganda.
He’s posing with
a couple of local
children in this
photo.

Last Sunday morning, I first celebrated two Masses, one here in my mission of Ombaci, then another
out on safari to one of our chapels, traveling 11 miles
by bicycle. Then I biked 18 more miles and spent the
night in a place that was my first mission in Africa,
where I arrived way back in 1975. Thus I was able on

Sunday morning, Dec. 8, to bike the remaining 25 miles
to Lodonga, and participate in the concelebrated fourhour Mass with thousands of our Christians who make
this annual pilgrimage to the basilica of Mary to honor
our heavenly Mother. Many of these pilgrims walked
for miles. Now in my 75th year of age, I went by bicycle,
as I continue to do all my ministry by bicycle, over 2000
miles each year for the last 22 years.
This morning I got an early start in Lodonga, did
some visiting with some of my Logbara friends along
the way, and biked all 43 miles back here to my mission
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For Christmas:
ng in foreign lands
Editor’s note: Last Saturday, the Prep News emailed over
30 alumni living in different countries around the world,
asking for a “postcard” to share something about Christmas
in their country. Here are several of the responses.

Ombaci, near Arua town in northwest Uganda. After
nding your two emails among a whole bunch that were
aiting for me on my computer, I decided to delay my
fternoon nap, so that I can write to you immediately
nd not leave you disappointed. I am 9 hours ahead of
ou here in the zone of East-central Africa, so perhaps
y letter will reach you before today’s deadline which
ou have set!
On Christmas Day last year the high temperature
utside in my mission was 91 degrees, with the early
orning low of 68 degrees. In my room that day, the

Tokyo, Japan

PN

Dear Prep News,

A Christmas Eve display
at St. Ignatius Church
in Tokyo, Japan. Photo
by Fr. Dave Wessels, S.J.,
’63. Wessels also shared a
Christmas poem with the
Prep News:
A Christmas candle is a
lovely thing:
It makes no sound at all,
But softly gives itself away,
While quite unselfish, it
grows small.

I am a Jesuit and this is my 47th year
in Japan.
There are fewer Catholics here now
than when Francis Xavier made his way
through these islands over 500 years ago.
However, I always feel the Japanese are
very spiritual in many ways although you
don’t see it right away.
For example, Christmas is quite a
commercial affair with the first advertisements and decorations going up in midNovember.
However, on Christmas Eve our Tokyo
church, St. Ignatius, will be flooded with
people, and especially young people on a
date, many coming to a church for the first
time. I was sent as a missionary but have
in many ways received much from Japan in
the area of spirituality, especially through
Zen practice. Please remember our work in
your prayers.
Best wishes,
Jerry Cusumano, ’63

Seoul, South Korea

PN

Dear Prep News,

Christmas greetings to the SLUH family from
Sogang, the Jesuit university in Seoul, Korea. Christ’s
birthday and Buddha’s birthday in May are both national holidays. Christmas decorations are not extensive, but this Christmas crib greets winter visitors at
the entrance of our school. To join Christ with the
sorrow of the loss of 300 Korean high school students
drowned in a ferry accident last spring, an enlarged
photo of the sinking ship can be seen in the background. When I first came to Korea in 1974, we Jesuits were only about 15 Americans and 15 Koreans.
Now we are just a few elderly foreign Jesuits, but about
170 Koreans. I taught literature at Sogang for 26 years
and then in China for 11 years. Now I live in the Sogang Jesuit community. Together with a packed chapel of students, alumni, and alumnae, we’ll celebrate
Christmas Eve with a joyous Mass. In our hearts, let’s
celebrate together.
Daniel Kister, S.J. ’53
Above, a Nativity scene and Christmas ceremony in Seoul, Korea.

high was 85 and the low was 76. The only air-conditioning here depends on whether there is a breeze and how
much I open my windows, which are screened to keep
out most of the malaria-carrying mosquitoes.
With 45,000 Catholics in the 26 chapels of this
parish, there is plenty of ministry, beginning with the
Christmas “Midnight” Mass which starts around 8 p.m.
on Christmas Eve, in the light of kerosene lanterns and
candles. There are several more Masses on Christmas
Day. There is a very joyful atmosphere as the prayers of
so many Christians include dancing and singing their

Christmas carols in their native Logbara language. Our
people like to wear colorful dresses. Back in their villages the families try to have some meat for this feast,
which makes the Christmas meal very special.
I wish a Blessed and Joyful Christmas to everyone
at SLUH. God be with you all.
From Africa, in prayerful gratitude,
Fr. David Paul Baltz, MCCJ
Comboni Missionary

Photo | Daniel Kister
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Christmas in the Commons
Concessions
Reason: Staff and Faculty
Christmas Party tomorrow
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Total distance travelled: 433 feet
Height of tree: 28 feet
Number of yards travelled: 144.3
Number of punt return yards by
Tavon Austin last week: 143
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Santa Breakfast
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Reason: Preparation for
Advent Mass
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Reason: To move
away from student
couches
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Main Stage/Altar
*All distances are approximate
132 ft.
The 28-foot tall Christmas tree in the SI Commons has been on quite an adventure in the past week. This graphic details the movement of the travelling tree. The tree moved from
the stage of the Commons to the northwestern corner in preparation for the Advent Mass, then moved to the southeastern corner for the faculty and staff ’s Santa Breakfast. The tree
currently stands in the northeastern corner of the Commons, and will be moved into the center of the Commons for the Staff ’s Christmas party this Saturday. Using floor plans and
the Pythagorean theorem, distances travelled (and to be travelled) by the tree were calculated to be around 430 to 440 feet, or about 143-147 yards. That distance is nearly equivalent
to the number of yards gained on punt returns by Tavon Austin of the St. Louis Rams last week against the Washington Redskins.
-compiled by Keith Thomas

Komos builds Nativity scene for Eagle Scout project
photo | Leo Heinz

The Nativity set, which is currently sitting at the top of the Berthold turnaround.
BY Joe Slama
REPORTER

T

ired students dragging
themselves into school
early in the morning are now
greeted by a Nativity scene
that graces the top of the Berthold turnaround. Senior Will
Komos organized and oversaw construction of the set
over Thanksgiving weekend
as his Eagle Scout project.

The Eagle Scout rank,
achieved by just four percent
of Scouts, carries nation-wide
prestige. An Eagle project is
one of the largest and arguably most difficult tasks required to earn the highest
award given by the Boy Scouts
of America (BSA).
After having his project proposal approved by the
BSA’s Greater St. Louis Area
Council on Nov. 5, Komos

led his Scout unit, Troop 371
(based out of St. Clare of Assisi parish school in Ellisville)
on Nov. 28 to construct the
stable and manger for the set.
With the permission of theater tech teacher Tim Moore,
the group worked in SLUH’s
theater shop.
Komos’s role during
construction was to lead, not
work. It is a hallmark of Eagle
projects that the Eagle candi-

date organizes construction
and can provide all necessary
instructions to workers.
Komos raised money
from his family members
to purchase lumber for the
project. Moore had suggested
certain materials to Komos.
SLUH purchased the figures
from Nativity Catholic Supply.
The Nativity scene now
stands in front of the Danis
Field House at the top of the
Berthold turnaround. The
manger Komos originally
constructed is not in use because it is not proportional to
the Catholic Supply statues.
“I thought it’d be nice on
the external side of the building and particularly where
you have a lot of traffic on the
south side coming to see it,”
said President David Laughlin. “It’s a nice seasonal thing
to have.”
“It just made me feel
good to know that I was providing something helpful to
the school, something that’s
beneficial to the school that’ll
be here,” said Komos. “I’ve
kind of left my mark.”
Komos designed the
project to be disassembled
into four pieces (a roof and

three walls) for the sake of
storage. The separated parts
will reside in the basement
until they are needed again.
Komos, who has been in
Scouting since first grade, was
approached about the project
last April by Laughlin, who
felt that SLUH needed a Nativity scene.
“From time to time, I
have Scouts who come to me
talking about an Eagle project, and I have a small list of

things in my head that I think
make possible good Eagle
projects,” said Laughlin, who
had heard from Komos’s father, Vice President Joe Komos, that Will was searching
for a project.
Komos’s last step towards the rank of Eagle Scout
is to schedule an Eagle Scout
Board of Review, which will
assess his entire time as a
Scout.

Loyola Christmas Party
photo | Leo Heinz

(From left to right) Seniors John Mattingly, Jack Barbey,
Matthew Hennessey, Will Ricken, and Eric Pitlyk perform at
the Loyola Christmas Party on Saturday in the Commons.
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Hockey fends off Lancers in 4-2 battle
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Upper weights
represent at wrestling
season start
Mick Callahan
REPORTER

T

Junior Joe Warnecke readies for a Lutheran South shot during the third period of last Saturday’s game.
BY Tim Nile
REPORTER

T

his past Saturday the Jr.
Bill hockey team took its
talent south and beat the Lutheran South Lancers in a 4-2
duel.
The Jr. Bills’ AAA players were missing due to conflicting games, so head coach
Kevin Fitzpatrick moved
freshman Joe Winkelmann up
for a game.
“He played very well.
He looked very smooth and
is a good finesse player and I
think he will contribute a lot
to the team,” said junior de-

fender Joey Pinkowski.
The scoring started
quickly for the Jr. Bills as junior defenseman Scotty Berger put the team up by one just
48 seconds into the game.
But Lutheran South tied
the game with 11:02 left in the
first period. The Jr. Bills outshot the Lancers 20-3 for the
period.
The second period was
the Andrew Ott show as the
junior showed quality defensive abilities and scored off
of a senior Brendan Walters
assist with 5:20 left in the period.

The second period showcased more of a defensive battle; the shots on goal were 8-5
in the Jr. Bills’ favor.
With 11:48 left in the period, senior Jack Potter scored
St. Louis U. high’s third goal
with a wrist shot. But with
10:30 left, the Lancers gained
back, making the score 3-2.
An open-net goal was
scored with 23 seconds left in
the game and the Jr. Bills finished the night with a 4-2 win
and 37-17 advantage in shots
on goal.
The Jr. Bills’ next game is
tonight at the Lindenwood Ice

Arena against Wentzville Holt
at 7:15.
Over Christmas break,
the squadron has many big
games. On Saturday, Dec. 13,
the team faces off against Vianney at the grindhouse on
Gravois, Affton. On Monday,
Dec. 22, they will face De
Smet at Affton in the Jesuit
Cup. On Dec. 29, the team
will play Chaminade, on Jan. 2
the team will play a much-anticipated game against CBC,
and on Jan. 5 the team will
play Lindbergh.

he St. Louis U. High wrestlers kicked off the season
on Thursday with promising
signs in the upper weights
while lacking numbers in the
lower weights.
The team opened the
season against Windsor with
a loss, but turned around
and competed well on Friday night and Saturday in
the Patriot Classic at Parkway
South. The team finished just
outside of the top six and put
two wrestlers at the top of the
medal stand: seniors John
Sims (220 pounds) and Max
Kavy (285 pounds). Nearly
all of the other wrestlers advanced to their respective fifth
place matches.
“The win at the tournament gives me a lot of confidence going forward,” said
Sims. “I beat a couple of really good wrestlers and I think
that I can keep building on
that as the season progresses.”
“I think I proved something to some people out
there; I beat a major contender for State with Preston
Hobeck (Jackson High) and
another good wrestler from
McCluer North,” said Kavy.
While the team has had
success in the upper weights,
the wrestlers at 160 pounds
and below are struggling with
scarcity and injury issues.

The team has had no
wrestlers in four of those
weight classes in their four
competitions this season, and
juniors Justice Binder (106
pounds) and Henry Mungenast (160 pounds), and senior
Collin Arroyo (132 pounds)
are all dealing with assorted
injuries.
“This has been a rough
year so far, and it may continue to be until we get those
guys down there to get rolling
and no longer injured,” said
Sims.
The team did show
promise in the duals against
Kirkwood and Hillsboro at
SLUH on Tuesday night.
While they lost both duals,
the Kirkwood dual was lost on
tie-breaking criteria and the
Hillsboro match was decided
in the final match of the night.
Seniors Raphael Robert
(170 pounds) and Mick Callahan (182 pounds) each won a
match at their normal weight
class and the weight class
above. Mungenast was awarded Outstanding Wrestler for
his performance against Kirkwood, defeating a wrestler
who had beaten him this past
weekend.
The wrestlers continue
the season this weekend at
the Ray Doney Invitational at
Ritenour High School at 5:30
on Friday night and 1:30 Saturday afternoon.

Racquetball rolls over Basketball falls to Chaminade, Oakville
opponents
Marty Johnson
BY Joseph
REPORTER

T

Reznikov

his past week, the St.
Louis U. High racquetball team looked as good and
as strong as ever. The team
had two wins over a four-day
span, including a first place
finish in the Winter Rollout
tournament and a 7-0 shutout
of the Chaminade Red Devils
on Monday, Dec 8.
The Jr. Bills won the
Rollout in dominating fashion by scoring 1075 points,
nearly double what the other
ten teams scored—combined
(536).
“It feels really good
(to win),” said senior Kevin
Schneier. “The Rollout is the
biggest tournament of the
year.”
In the top division of the
tournament, Schneier placed
first, steamrolling through the
competition and winning his
finals match 11-4, 9-11, 7-2,
earning SLUH 105 points.
“It was a tougher final
match than I thought it would
be,” Schneier said. “But I’m
pretty pleased that I had the
endurance to pull out the
win after already playing two
games that day.”
With the exception of
Schneier, the six other SLUH
players in the top bracket
didn’t play as well as they had
hoped. Schneier was the only
Jr. Bill to make it beyond the
round of 32 and into the quarterfinals.

“It was weird because
last year SLUH had three of
the four kids in the semifinals while this year only one
made it to the quarters. The
competition was tough,” said
Schneier.
Though some of the Jr.
Bills didn’t play as well as they
had hoped, a lot of the younger kids stepped up and played
very well.
In the second division,
SLUH was much more dominant, with six of the eight
quarterfinalists from SLUH.
The semifinals were made up
of three Jr. Bills—sophomore
Chris Schulze, junior Charlie
Mueth, and senior Ike Simmon. Schulze took the crown,
beating Simmon 10-11,11-2,
7-2 in comeback fashion in
the finals with Mueth finishing in third place.
“Chris was on fire. He’s
been playing really well recently and learning a lot,”
Schneier said.
Beyond the first two
brackets, junior Jacob Longinette placed in second in the
3rd bracket, sophomore Nick
Buescher won the 4th bracket,
sophomore Jacob Sullivan
won the 5th bracket, beating
junior Vince Freeman in the
finals, and freshman James
Storgion placed second in the
6th division.
“The bright spots were
definitely the middle and low-

photo | Patrick Enderle

BY
SPORTS EDITOR

B

asketball can be a frustrating, humbling game
sometimes. The St. Louis U.
High varsity basketball team
experienced this first-hand
this week, losing to Chaminade 51-42 Friday and then
to Oakville 62-61 on Tuesday,
dropping their record to 2-2.
Although they lost to
Chaminade, the Jr. Bills
played well, limiting Chaminade’s star Jayson Tatum to
only 9 points. They hoped to
rebound in Tuesday’s game
against Oakville, but the Tigers had other ideas.
From the start, Oakville
was aggressive, winning the
tip-off and immediatley scoring the first points of the
game.
“I think we came out and
right from the start we were
slow off the tip,” senior power
forward Hunter Schmidt said.
“We weren’t as focused as we
have been.”
Although the Jr. Bills recovered for a 10-8 lead at the
end of the first quarter, their
usually air-tight defense was
leaking.
“Defensively, I thought
communication was probably the biggest (problem),”
sophomore Brent Smith said.
“We didn’t talk a lot and that’s
something that coach stresses.”
Instead of SLUH’s problems going away, they only
continued on page 10 increased. With five minutes
left to play in the half, sopho-

Sophomore Brandon McKissic attempts a lay-up against Chaminade.

more shooting guard Brandon
McKissic, who is second on
the team with 10.3 points per
game, picked up his third foul
of the game, forcing him to sit
out the rest of the half.
McKissic’s absence was
noticeable. Without him, the
offense, which struggled all
game anyway, really struggled.
As a result, Oakville scored
with less than 30 seconds left
in the half to take a 22-21 lead
into the locker room.
“We weren’t focused,”
Smith said. “We weren’t meshing.”
The Tigers came out firing in the second half, going
on a 9-3 run to take a 31-24
lead with 5:15 left in the third
quarter. McKissic, who was
put back in at the beginning

of the third quarter, picked up
his fourth foul and once again
had to sit down.
But junior point gaurd
Matt Nester did his best to
bring his team back. Nester
scored six straight points to
bring the Jr. Bills within one
point of the Tigers. Oakville
extended their lead back to
five with 2:10 to play, but
McKissic came off the bench
and scored six points to give
them the lead 40-39, before
fouling out with 29 seconds to
play in the third.
The Jr. Bills showed life,
however, in the last quarter.
While Nester and Schmidt
each picked up their fourth
fouls, the Jr. Bills hung tough,
never letting Oakville’s lead to
grow above three.

It seemed as if SLUH
would escape South County
with a win. With 1:50 to play,
Matt Nester hit his first threepointer of the game, handing the Jr. Bills a 56-55 lead.
But the Tigers continued to
do what they had done all
night: gash the SLUH defense.
Oakville took a 61-59 lead
with 17 seconds to play and
didn’t give it back.
It was a disappointing
night for the Jr. Bills. They
gave up a season-high 62
points and committed 21
turnovers.
“We weren’t physical,
getting rebounds,” McKissic
said. “We weren’t quick on our

continued on page 10
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Seniors, sophomores advance to Intramural Finals
photo | Kevin Murphy

Junior David Jackson runs the ball up the court in the 1-0 loss
yesterday against the sophomores.
BY Kevin Murphy
SPORTS EDITOR

A

the freshman end, Matt Leritz
scored the sole goal. A large
reason for the lack of goals
for the freshmen was because
of the amazing performance
in goal by senior Albert Reinwart. Reinwart has much
experience as a goalie after
starting for the varsity soccer
team in nearly every game.
“I told them ‘slow it
down’ since the seniors were
probably faster, ‘don’t make
any stupid shots’ because (the
seniors) had Albert in goal,
and the idea was to take it
easy,” said senior Jordan Sosa,
who coached the freshmen. “I
just wanted them to do their
best and have fun with it.”
I thought the freshmen

played the seniors a lot harder
than I anticipated,” said referee Patrick Zarrick. “They
were athletic, they passed the
ball well, but I think the senior
experience showed up in the
speed of the tags, the speed of
the ball movement, and being
able to get someone inside to
set up a scoring opportunity.”
Seniors admitted to planning on taking it easy on the
freshmen, but when they saw
the intensity of their competition they were required to up
their game and put forth their
entire effort.
“Although they weren’t
really a threat offensively, we
made some stupid passes, and
tried to do a little too much,”
said Schmidt.
“I don’t think the seniors
outplayed (the freshmen) that
much,” said Sosa. “(Freshman
Stephen) LaVigne did really
well, but everyone had their
moments, too.”
On Thursday, the sophomore and junior battle was a
nail-biter. With both teams
contributing onslaughts at
each other’s goal, but the incredible goalkeepers on both
sides kept the balls out. During regulation time, the juniors had the majority of the
possession, while the sophomores depended mostly on
counterattacks.
“We were kinda rough on
offense, but our defense was
great, and we put our trust in
our goalie to not let any goals
in,” said sophomore Davion
Nash.
In the first period of sudden death, the sophomores

put together a sloppy attack
that ended with a game-winning bash from Nash. Juniors
argued furiously about the
decision, but goal-line technology provided by Russian
teacher Robert Chura proved
the validity of the goal.
“These two teams, it
could have went either way on
any given day,” said Zarrick.
“Great goaltending on both
sides, great ball movement,
and the last goal only made it
by a couple inches, otherwise
we’re still going.”
The championship game
takes place today during activity period, and both teams
are busy working out their
game plans and creating their
line ups.
“I think we do a great
job of making the extra pass,”
said Schmidt. “We do a lot of
give and goes, a lot of twoman game, we know the way
we all play together as a team,
and we have great support in
Albert as a goalie, so we’re just
gonna keep crashing the middle looking for shots.”
“We are going against
good competition and the best
goalie in the school with the
soccer goalie,” said Nash. “We
just have to play our game and
make sure they don’t score any
goals. We need to make a lot
of fast breaks.”
“Seniors are going to be
tough in the finals,” said Zarrick.
After the bashball championship, intramural basketball starts in the third quarter.

fter an intense week of
semifinal clashes—first
between seniors and freshmen on Wednesday, and on
Thursday sophomores and
juniors—it will be seniors vs.
sophomores in the battle that
ends the bashball season.
Senior homeroom
M116 handily won their game
6-1 against freshman homeroom M103, putting them
confidently into the finals,
while in the second game,
sophomore homeroom M217
scraped by junior homeroom
M218, who at the beginning
of the semis were many people’s favorite to win, winning
in the first sudden death period.
photo | Xavier Ludwig
M116’s first game went
similarly to its other games.
The team had cruised through
the knockout rounds in their
grade levels, and the game
against the freshmen actually
caused them the most trouble
out of all the games they have
played so far. Although not
adequately reflected by the
score, the freshmen offered a
solid fight that challenged the
seniors unlike what they were
expecting.
“That was one of the best
teams we played, even among
the senior classes,” said senior
coach Eric Pitlyk. “All in all,
I think we just had too much
talent to be overcome.”
The senior goals were
scored by star Hunter Schmidt
(who had four of the six points
with two bashes), Steven Senior homeroom M116 celebrates after their 6-1 victory over the freshmen on Monday.
Roth, and Nathan Price. On

Racquetball to receive award in H.O.F
(continued from page 9)

er brackets. There were lots of
SLUH vs. SLUH finals which
means that we were being
successful,” Schneier said.
The victory at the Winter
Rollout gave the Jr. Bills lots of
confidence heading into their
match against Chaminade—
and the Jr. Bills capitalized,
shutting out the Red Devils
7-0.
Though it was a shutout,
there was still some frustration amongst the players.
“Going into the match
we were expecting it to be
fairly easy,” said Mueth. “But

with the exception of Chris
Schulze, we all didn’t play as
well as we should have.”
“A big thing that Doc
(Koestner) talks about is not
playing down to the level of
your opponent. So I think we
need to work on that—treating every match the same,”
said Mueth. “But it was still
really nice to get the win.”
Though SLUH had a few
small hiccups, they had no
problem vanquishing the Red
Devils, winning every match
in two games.
But the good news
doesn’t stop. On Tuesday,

coach Joseph Koestner received an email from the
Missouri Sports Hall of Fame
inviting him and his team to
its enshrinement ceremonies
on Jan. 25. The team has been
nominated and selected to
receive the Special Achievement Award from the Hall of
Fame. This is the second year
in a row that SLUH has been
invited to the enshrinement
ceremonies.
The team has no matches
over Christmas break; matches starts back up Tuesday, Jan.
6 against Vianney at 3:30 at
Vetta Concord.

Box Scores
C Wrestling

vs. Kirkwood (12/11/14)
W 40-30

Notable Winners:

Chase Kormanek (160 lbs)
Emanuel Parker (220 lbs)

JV Wrestling

vs. Kirkwood (12/11/14)
Tie
Winner:
Angelo Karagiannis (160 lbs)

JV Basketball

@ Oakville (12/9/14)
W 50-34
2
6
4

		1
SLUH
19
Oakville
11

3
14
11

4
11
8

F
50
34

vs. DeSoto (12/10/14)
W 66-44

C White Basketball
@ Lafayette (12/10/14)
		1
SLUH		 20
Lafayette
13

W 52-38
2
12
6

3
12
10

4
8
9

F
52
38

@ Vianney (12/11/14)
W 58-47

Basketball falls to 2-2
(continued from page 9)
feet.”
Historically, Jr. Bills are
most effective when they
limit opposing teams to 50
or fewer points. In coach
Erwin Claggett’s three seasons as head coach, when
the team holds opponents to
50 points or less they are 286. When they don’t, they are
3-19. Claggett knows his team
is young and still growing;
nonetheless he wants to see
more from his team.
“There are some things
that we do that are non-negotiable, as I call them,” Claggett
said. “Playing hard, communicating, sharing the basketball, defending, those are
the prime things that we do

Wrestling
Nightbeat
The St. Louis U. High
varsity wrestling team lost
54-30 to Pattonville Thursday night at SLUH.
Seniors Rafael
Robert and Mick
Callahan both won in the
losing effort.

and when we don’t them, we
don’t give ourselves a chance
to win.”
One of the bright spots
for SLUH Tuesday night was
sophomore B.J. Wilson, who
had a double-double with 10
points and 11 rebounds. Nester finished with 17 points.
The team, however,
knows that tonight’s home
game, at 7pm, against Jesuit
rivals DeSmet is a must win.
“It’s huge, to bounce back
from a loss against a team
like DeSmet, whom we want
to beat for a lot of reasons,”
Smith said.
“We need to focus on
ourselves and do what we
need to do,” Claggett said.

Football
All State
Selections
Class 6
DT Spencer Chipley
OT Max Kavy
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Friday, December 12

Schedule R

V Wrestling @ Ritenour Tournament
Circus Club
Faculty Gaudete Party in Campus Ministry
Mix-It-Up Lunch
8:15am Advent Adoration
AP
NHS Teacher Karaoke
Snack—Mini Corn Dogs
3pm
Adopt-A-Family Delivery
4pm
C White Basketball vs. De Smet
5:15pm C Blue Basketball vs. De Smet
6pm
TASK Social Club
7pm
V Basketball vs. De Smet
7:15pm V Hockey vs. Wentzeville Holt
Lunch Special—Pasta Bar
Vegetarian—Macaroni and Cheese

Saturday, December 13
C Wrestling @ Pattonville Quad
V Wrestling @ Ritenour Tournament
ACT
Faculty Christmas Party (Mass @ 5 p.m.)
1pm
Circus Club
9:15pm V Hockey vs. Vianney

Sunday, December 14
12pm

KEEN

Friday, December 19
Exam Schedule
Exam Make-Up Day
6pm
V/JV/C Wrestling @ Vianney

Saturday, December 20

9:15pm V Hockey vs. Ft. Zumwalt West

Monday, December 22
Christmas Break (through Jan. 4)
Christmas Caroling
8am
JV Wrestling @ Mehlville Tournament
2:45pm C White Basketball vs. Vianney
4pm
C Blue Basketball vs. Vianney
5:30pm B Basketball vs. Vianney
7pm
V Basketball vs. Vianney
8pm
V Hockey vs. De Smet

Tuesday, December 23
V Basketball @ MICDS Holiday Tournament
10am C Blue Basketball vs. Ritenour
11:15am B Basketball vs. Ritenour

Wednesday, December 24
Christmas Eve
10pm Christmas Eve Mass

Thursday, December 25

Thursday, January 1
New Year’s Day

Friday, January 2
9:45pm V Hockey vs. CBC

Saturday, January 3
10am JV/C Wrestling @ Windsor Tournament
7:30pm V Hockey vs. Oakville

Monday, January 5

Schedule R
Third Quarter Begins
Senior Project Begins
AP
Snack—Onion Rings and Curly Fries
8:45pm V Hockey vs. Lindbergh
Lunch Special—Philly Cheese Steak
Vegetarian—Olive Oil Pasta

Tuesday, January 6

Schedule R
Snack—Chicken Giggles
C Blue Basketball @ De Smet
C White Basketball vs. De Smet
5pm
V/JV/C Wrestling @ MICDS/Ritenour/Fox
5:30pm B Basketball @ De Smet
7pm
V Basketball @ De Smet
Lunch Special—Chinese Special
Vegetarian—Wild Rice Florentine
AP
4pm

Monday, December 15

Christmas Day

Half Day Schedule
Musical Auditions (through Dec. 19)
8:15am Advent Adoration
Lunch—Served Until 1 p.m.

Friday, December 26

Wednesday, January 7

V Basketball @ MICDS Holiday Tournament
V Basketball @ MICDS Holiday Tournament

First Semester Grades Due
AP
NIE Second Quarter Meeting
Activity Period Mass
7pm
Tips from the PROS

Monday, December 29

Thursday, January 8

V Basketball @ MICDS Holiday Tournament
6:30pm V Hockey vs. Chaminade

AP
6pm
7pm

Tuesday, December 16
Exam Schedule
First Semester Exams (through Thursday)
8:15am Advent Adoration

Wednesday, December 17
Exam Schedule
8:15am Advent Adoration

Tuesday, December 30

Exam Schedule
8:15am Advent Adoration

The fine arts assembly
spread Christmas cheer to all
who could hear.
Gadfly officially released
its first magazine of the year,
which contained stories, Photoshop pieces, poetry, and artwork.
Yearbook gathered to
work on pages as well as discuss theme and cover details,
including the selection of cover photos.
Sophomore
Pastoral
Team congregated in Campus Ministry and discussed
the Adopt-A-Family drive and
planned a pizza party for next
week.
Saturday, December 6

President’s
Ambassadors worked the annual
Loyola Christmas party for
students of Loyola Academy.
The day included a lip-syncing competition and food.
Sunday, December 7

The annual SLUH Chorus and Dance concert was
held in the Schulte Theater.
Monday, December 8

The SLUH community
joined in an all-school Mass to
celebrate the Feast of the Immaculate Conception of Mary.
Physical education teacher and announcer extraordinaire Patrick Zarrick psyched
the crowds through the PA
system by whispering about
the senior championships

Junior Meeting for Scheduling
V/JV.C Wrestling vs. CBC
Senior Parent Social

Schedule R

Schedule R

V Basketball @ MICDS Holiday Tournament

Thursday, December 18

Friday, December 5

Saturday, December 27

11

Wednesday, December 31
New Year’s Eve

for bashball intramurals between M104 and M116. He
described it as “a moment that
will be burned in your psyche
forever.”
Chem Study met in S302
to review chemistry topics.
The library released the
Literary Christmas challenge.
Stop by the checkout desk to
get a sheet for this fun trivia
contest.
Tuesday, December 9

Despite the absence of
their attorney coaches, Mock
Trial further developed their
case theory for the year. After
sifting through the deposition
of Chris Riggs, they proceeded to schedule a meeting for
next Tuesday after exams at
12. In between now and then,
the team will be working on
the case theory for each witness and hopes to assign roles
over Christmas break.
Senior Pastoral Team
had a Christmas party in
Campus Ministry. Some
members received their first
correspondence from pen
pals in Yap, Micronesia, who
attend the Catholic school
where former ASC teacher
Shane Monaghan is teaching.
Students
for
Life
wrapped gifts for the AdoptA-Family drive.
Wednesday, December 10

NHS met in the theater
to hear a poem read by math
teacher Frank Corley, discuss
today’s teacher Karaoke, and

distribute shirts.
Senior homeroom M116
dominated freshman homeroom M103 in bashball intramurals, where they won
6-1. See page 10 of this week’s
Prep News.
The Junior Pastoral
Team celebrated the end of
the semester in Campus Ministry.
Scholar Bowl played
in the championships at De
Smet. See page 3 of this week’s
Prep News.
Chem Study reviewed
and prepared for semester exams.
SLUH ARK searched
for those who need cheer,
“ARK”ed their dedicated,
anonymous
leader,
and
planned an “act of kindness”
for Thursday.
Thursday, December 11

Pax Christi reacted to
the commentaries published
in last week’s Prep News and
how the discussions on racism should be continued.
Then they suggested outlets
for those conversations.
The Freshman Pastoral Team partied in Campus
Ministry.
Sophomore homeroom
M217 beat junior homeroom
M218 in bashball intramurals, where they won in
overtime. See page 10 of this
week’s Prep News.
SLUH ARK scattered
through the building to spread
secret happiness.

Friday, January 9

Schedule R
V/JVWrestling @ Vianney Tournament
Mix-It-Up Lunch
4pm
C Blue Basketball @ CBC
5:30pm B Basketball @ CBC
calendar | Sam Chechik
7pm
V Basketball @ CBC
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WATER JUG
Staff artist Hap Burke assembled a team of artists to design a batch of ornaments for the Prep News. The group of
artists included seniors Burke, Shayn Jackson, Daniel Mudd, Joe Slama, and Sam Fentress. We’d be delighted if you
would snip these out and stick them on your tree. Tweet us pictures of that @sluhprepnews and we’ll share them with
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