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China

“If nothing else, value the truth”
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Gearin, ’11, kicks off NHS speaker series
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Exams before Christmas
break are here to stay
Reevaluation process
polled faculty
BY Sam
STAFF

BY Nick Gillan
REPORTER
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wo Chinese exchange
students arrived in St.
Louis from the Nanjing Foreign Language School on Jan.
4 to begin their semester at St.
Louis U. High. This year, the
22nd for the program, SLUH
is hosting Li Yizhang and Li
Ruiyi, who have adopted the
names Lancer Li and Linda
Li, respectively.
Former Chinese teacher
Ching-Ling Tai, who retired
from teaching duties at the
conclusion of the 2013-2014
school year, is continuing to
manage the program from the
SLUH side.
“One of my post-retirement functions here is
to hopefully expand (the
program) into a more permanent, well-established exchange program,” Tai said.
One of her major goals
in the coming years is to try
to establish consistency and
minimize the uncertainty
that comes with trying to recruit host families, which has
proven to be the hardest part
of the process.
Junior Laith Armouti
has, for his second year, volunteered as a host for the program.
“I want to make (the
students’) time at SLUH fun
and allow them to experience
things they haven’t experienced before,” said Armouti,
who is hosting Lancer.
Both Lancer Li and Linda Li are enjoying their first
week at SLUH.
“People here are really
friendly and helpful,” said
Linda Li, who was surprised
at the hospitality of the SLUH
community.
One of the only problems that the two exchange
students have faced has been
trying to find their classrooms.
“The composition and
layout of the buildings are
complex,” said Lancer Li. “But
it’s ok because I am now familiar with most of the rooms.”
Though they have only
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Conor Gearin, ’11, presents his biology research in J124 on Tuesday. He’s part of an NHS effort
to bring in speakers to discuss their interests and work after graduating from SLUH.
BY Sam
STAFF

Chechik
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s part of the National
Honor Society (NHS)
speaker series, NHS comoderator Chuck Hussung
brought in Conor Gearin,
’11, who gave a presentation
about his muddy experiences
in the swamplands of Maine
and the wetlands of Missouri,

researching vernal pools and
studying native birdlife.
A Prep News Volume
75 News Editor and senior
at Truman State University,
Gearin is double-majoring in
biology and English, and has
done multiple projects that
include field experiences and
writing up data and observations.

Gearin’s visit to St. Louis
U. High was a part of a proposed NHS speaker series to
bring more intellectual experiences for SLUH.
“It’s partly me wanting to
cultivate our love of learning
in the building,” said Hussung.
In celebration of the

Sinay
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nglish teacher David
Callon is on sabbatical
this semester to research and
write a memoir about his
childhood and his parents.
Callon plans to write a
book of short stories about
his upbringing, as well as the
story of his late parents.
The story of Callon’s
family begins in California,
where both of his parents
as well as the majority of his
family were born. Then, after his parents had grown up,
met, married, and had kids
who grew up in Los Angeles,
they moved to Arkansas with
Callon, who is the youngest
sibling in his family by 20
years. He was seven years old
at the time of the move and
has dealt with the question
of why his parents moved for
years.
continued on page 4.
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Ski Trip
Students road-trip to Colorado
in search of snow and encounter
multiple injuries on the slopes.
Page 2
News

artwork | Hap Burke

is ‘How did
they get to
the
place
where they
decided to
leave
everyone they
knew
and
every family member
they had ever
known and
start over in
Arkansas—
like where
did
that
come from?’”
Callon said. English teacher David Callon.
“(So far) that
question was almost impos- needs more research before
sible to answer because it was writing the bulk of his book
really complicated and every in order to explore the depth
time I tried to, I always felt of parents’ actions and his
like there was so much more childhood.
to it, even stuff I didn’t under“I’ve found a lot of interstand.”
esting things, like stuff that
Callon feels as if he
continued on page 3.

New Club on the Block
Junior begins club for students
with a more artistic exploration
into photography. Page 2

News

Painting a room shades of blue

Questions raised about
academic integrity
BY Nolen Doorack
CORE STAFF

S

tudents have begun to
rely on Google Drive and
shared documents as a means
of study especially through
exams. Teachers have taken
different approaches, and
some see the need for set
boundaries to maintain students’ academic integrity.
The switch from Zimbra
to Google Apps has opened
numerous applications for
school-wide use including
Google Docs, an online word
processor that allows the
sharing of documents. Both
students and teachers have
used Google Doc sharing capabilities to bring students
together and divvy work
amongst each other.
Google Docs is fairly
universal and compatible
with computers, tablets and
smart phones. Its broad reach
has proved beneficial in offering students a common
ground to complete school-

Sports

Hockey Hack Match
Teacher and students paint room The Jr. Billiken hockey team
M115 for two days over break, pummels Lindbergh and takes a
adding in a special remembrance. beating in the process, but comes
Page 8
out with an 8-3 win. Page 5
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Senior Service Spotlight
A quick look at a few seniors and
their service sights as they begin
month long projects. Page 3

Sports

continued on page 4.

For students, Google
Docs enables mass
collaborating

continued on page 2.

Callon takes sabbatical to write memoir
BY Jack
STAFF

ack in 2013, St. Louis U.
High switched the first
semester exams to before
Christmas break. After two
years of the schedule, the administration has decided to
keep things the way they are.
“It’ll stay next year. I
think two years ago, before
we did (switch), when exams
were afterwards, there was
some questions, concerns,
anxieties,” said Principal
John Moran. “But now since
people have lived through it
for two years, I think they see
that there are merits to doing
it this way.”
Although 2013 was the

first year for before-break
exams, Moran decided to reevaluate the situation for the
2015-2016 school year.
As part of the reevaluation, the SLUH administration sent out an October
survey that asked the faculty
and staff their opinion on
whether or not first semester
exams should be before or after Christmas break.
“Basically, 85 percent of
the faculty or staff was saying ‘I want them before,’ or
‘I don’t care either way,’” said
Moran.
In an overwhelming
landslide, before break had 64
percent of the faculty votes,

Almost Perfect Break
Varsity basketball falls short in
MICDS tournament final against
St. Charles, but adds four more
wins in a successful Christmas
Break. Page 5

work.
“When studying, Google
Docs offers a kind of outlet
for study help,” said freshman
Jack McGrail. “Besides just
writing, sometimes students
add Quizlet links onto Google
Doc’s that you can share with
people– its so easily accessible
on the Google Doc.”
Students have taken advantage of Google Docs universal platform to collaborate
with each other. Many use
Google Docs to create and
collaborate on study guides,
especially for unit tests or final exams.
In most cases, one or two
students will create a study
guide on Google Docs and
share it, inviting classmates to
add information.
With Google Docs, there
is an ease to spreading a study
guide amongst a group of
people.
“(This past exam week)
there were group study guides
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t. Louis U. High students
piled into a car after the
third exam on Dec. 18, headed for snowy slopes in Dillon,
Colo. The trip was moderated
by Patrick Zarrick and Dave
Earickson, father of freshman
Nick Earickson.
The group skied for three
days—two at Arapahoe Basin
and one at Copper Mountain—and stayed in a rental
house in Dillon.
On the first day of skiing,
one of the more experienced
skiers, senior Ike Simmon,
landed awkwardly on one of
his legs after going off a drop.
Simmon was carried off of the
mountain by ski patrol and
later was found to have torn
his ACL, part of his MCL, and
meniscus.
The group faced more
trouble when, on the final day,
senior Thomas Donlin broke
his fibula and tibia.
Both Simmon and Donlin received adequate treatment and were sent home after their injuries.
“Ike got hurt on the
first day—before lunch even
happened,” said junior Luke
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Thibodeau. “I definitely felt
bad for those guys because
they were good skiers. Ike
didn’t really get to fully experience the trip. Thomas at
least got his money’s worth
because he got injured on the
last day.”
Thibodeau noted that
Simmon’s injury helped the
skiers think more about safety
for the remainder of the trip.
“I think we all decided
‘we need to be careful,’” said
Thibodeau. “I don’t think it
tainted the trip, though.”
“I really hope that (the
injuries) don’t play into not
letting us do this again next
year because it was super fun,
and I think everyone had a
great time,” said junior Sam
Perry. “Having two kids get
serious injuries was really unfortunate.”
The group also faced
multiple highway closures
because of poor weather. The
worst of the closures stranded
the group in Limon, Colo. on
Dec 23., on its way home.
The closure threw the
group off schedule. Originally
supposed to arrive home at
noon on Christmas Eve, the
group did not arrive until 7

p.m that night.
“All of the parents were
very supportive,” said Zarrick. “They didn’t care if their
sons got home at midnight—
as long as we got them home
safely.”
One aspect of the trip
that the club’s officers focused
on was the price, which ended
up at $640.
“The whole goal of the
trip was to keep it relatively
inexpensive,” said Perry. “I
didn’t want money to be a
cause of why people couldn’t
go on the ski trip.”
“I thought it was great,”
said Thibodeau. “It was cheap
for a ski trip for one thing.”
Zarrick noted that if the
club were to do a similar trip
next year, he would prefer flying to avoid driving troubles.
“The injuries are unfortunate, and ironically, the
guys that were injured were
experienced skiers, so I don’t
think there is anything that
we could have done to avoid
that,” said Zarrick. “But, I
would almost certainly want
to fly and then take shuttles
once we’re there. I would be
hesitant to drive from St. Louis to Colorado again because I

The group of skiers stop for a photo at the Colorado border.
just don’t want to put the boys
in a bad position.”
The idea of the trip
mainly originated from the
Outdoor Adventure Club’s officers.

Gearin presents research on vernal ponds

photo | Joe Weber

“Over the summer when
we were driving back from
Moab, Utah, we took I-70 all
the way through Colorado,”
said Perry. “We drove past all
of these resorts and I was just

like, ‘I haven’t been skiing in
a couple of years. I definitely
want to go skiing again—let’s
make it happen.’”

New photo club
encourages art shots
BY Xavier
REPORTER

Ludwig

S

ometimes
photography
is all about taking a different angle. That’s the goal
of the newly-formed Artistic
Photography Club, started by
junior Derek Rieke.
While SLUH’s current
Photography Club looks to
document people and events
at SLUH throughout the year,
this new club’s purpose is not
to shoot events but to take
pictures for artistic purposes.
The club hopes to put a greater
focus on the artists behind the
camera, enabling them to take
photos that reinforce their artistic personalities.
Rieke first began discussing the possibility of this kind
of club with Spanish teacher
Katherine Toussaint during
his sophomore conversation.

“Derek is the inspiration
and driver to the club,” said
Toussaint. “It is interesting
that if there isn’t a club that
doesn’t suit you at SLUH, then
you can create your own.”
Rieke, who has had his
own pictures displayed in
galleries, invites anyone interested to join and to have
their own camera or access to
one. The goal for the end of
year is to host an event where
the club shows a gallery of its
work.
Rieke’s message to all
students: “If you want to pursue photography without the
pressure, this is the right fit
for you.”
“I have been looking for
a club like this, where I can
make my own time to do photography,” said sophomore
Will Kelly, a club member.

Alum Conor Gearin, ’11, gives a presentation on vernal pools in J124. The presentation was the first of a series hosted by NHS.

(continued from page 2)

175th anniversary of SLUH’s
founding, former English
teacher Bill George proposed
the idea for a speaker series in
1993. Although it lasted only
for one year, NHS co-moderator Chuck Hussung hopes to
revive the speaker series, just
in time for the upcoming bicentennial.
“Our community, broadly defined, is full of interesting
people who know interesting
things or are doing interesting
things,” said Hussung.
Hussung already has
plans for the next speaker:
Nick Fandos, ’11.
Fandos will be visiting
SLUH next Thursday to discuss journalism. Fandos was
the editor-in-chief of Prep
News Volume 75, recently
finished his time as managing
editor of The Harvard Crimson for 2014, had an intern-

ship last summer at POLITICO, and was recently awarded
a fellowship to work at the
New York Times Washington
Bureau.
“Chasing
intellectual,
academic, practical, performative interests in ways that
are meaningful and matter.
My hope is to draw on this
rich pool of people connected
to our community who have
these areas of knowledge, interest, experience, expertise,
and so forth,” said Hussung.
Hussung chose Gearin
because of his recent research
projects, but also because he
was free at this time. Hussung
has had some trouble coordinating schedules with alumni,
but Gearin and Fandos were
the first two available.
In Maine, Gearin worked
as a research assistant for a
Ph.D. student studying Ecology and Environmental Sci-

ence. Gearin studied vernal
pools, which are small bodies
of water that are created by
snowmelt in the spring and
dry up in the fall.
The topics that Gearin
studied were biogeochemistry, the study of the biological, geological, and chemical
cycles in the bases of ecosystems, and the urban-rural
gradient, where he asks the
question: “Are these processes
affected by urbanization?”
To do these studies, Gearin employed a variety of tactics to sample the nutrients
of the vernal pools. Gearin
looked at nitrogen, phosphorous, and total organic carbon samples in the pools and
then dissolved everything but
the carbon to see just how
pristine these pools were. He
also got to catch salamanders
along the way.
The turnout was decent,

with about ten to eleven students attending and six to
seven teachers, along with
the NHS committee who have
been planning the speaker series for 2015.
“I hope to have more of
it. I think it was really great to
see one of our guys out there,
doing what he’s passionate
about, and then coming back
to be able to inspire students
who are here,” said science department chair Mary Russo.
“For me, as a scientist, (he’s)
making science real.”
“It was pretty interesting because I’ve never heard
of vernal pools before, and I
didn’t know how a guy could
do so much research on
pools,” said junior Jake Lepak.
“I learned a lot about how he
conducted his research and
how he carried it out.”
Besides researching in
Maine, Gearin stayed close in

Missouri by studying riparian zones of streams and rivers close by, the belts of vegetation on either side of that
stream or river. Because of his
honors thesis, Gearin was given this opportunity to study
his favorite topics: vertebrate,
and more specifically, birds.
The riparian zones allow
for migration and population
growth, so there are current
projects to help rebuild those
depleted and minimized
zones. Birds are essential here
because of their reliance on
the zones, so Gearin studied
the birds to see the zones’ status.
Gearin covered three
sites: Truman State, Rotary
Park, and Big Creek, and he
expected specific results for
each of the three places to be
different. Remarkably, the results were relatively similar in
the fact that the species rich-

ness, the number of species
present within one location,
was almost the same.
Along with noting all
of the species of birds, Gearin also focused on the vegetation around the rivers and
streams, measuring its height
of growth.
Once he had analyzed
his data, Gearin came up
with some conclusions that
he thought viable. He thought
that urban riparian zone restoration could aid not only
bird populations, but also amphibians and other species.
“I was very impressed
with Conor’s delivery,” said
Russo. “I sat there wondering,
‘Gosh, how am I helping my
students work on that delivery
presentation?’ I’m excited for
more of that kind of thing.”
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Chess mates Metro for first time since 2011
BY John Burke
REPORTER

T

he St. Louis U. High
chess team won its second match of the year, against
St. Louis Metro, a team they
hadn’t beat since 2011. The
final score was 16-14.
Metro has been a very
tough school to beat, and
it was not easy; the meet
dragged on for almost two
hours.
“It was a grueling event,”
said chess team moderator

Don Steingruby.
SLUH won boards two,
four, and five, with each game
going well over an hour. It was
a well-fought match to the bitter end.
“Every one of those
matches could have gone either way,” said Steingruby.
“It was pretty intense. Even
though you’re sitting still, it’s
exhausting in a different way.”
Junior Sergio Goodwin lost a tough match on
board one, but sophomore

William Kelly won on board
two. Freshman Anton Gudiswitz lost another hard match
on board three, junior Miles
Quigless and senior Lewis
Kelley won on boards four
and five.
Kelley was very happy
with the meet.
“It was actually played
pretty well,” Kelley said. “My
opponent and I were very
even, and I really like that.”
Metro, despite having lost
some of their better players in

recent years, is still a prominent school in the league.
“Ultimately, I think
they’re still at the same level
that they were at previously,”
Kelley said.
SLUH will face John
Burroughs at 4:00 p.m. next
Wednesday at SLUH. After
John Burroughs, the team will
face its toughest competition,
Crossroads College Prep.
“Crossroads is like the
golden trophy,” said Kelly.

Callon takes semester-long sabbatical, plans to
write childhood memoir

(continued from page 3)

runs in families, whether it’s
alcoholism, or abuse, or poverty,” said Callon.
As a result, he has been
tracking people down to try to
find out more.
“Right now, I’m just trying to figure out anyone alive
who knows about my parents’
upbringing,” said Callon.
Callon is following that
search back to his family in
California. After talking on
the phone with the principal
of his mother’s former school,
which is now in an area where
rival gangs are present, Callon planned a visit to Los
Angeles and San Diego for
next month. While there, he
plans to visit where his mom
and dad worked, as well as
the homes and churches they
grew up in. Additionally, Callon hopes to ask his siblings
who live in California questions about his parents as well.
“I’m just going to spend a
lot of time with my siblings—a
couple of days with each family—and I have some questions
that I’ll ask, but I’m trying not
to make them like interviews,”
said Callon.
Additionally, Callon has
also been in contact with a
classmate of his mother’s who

now lives in Joplin. Callon has
talked to him over the phone,
and plans to visit him sometime in the future.
“He said he always
thought my mom was really
pretty and always wanted to
see if he could take her to the
show—like a movie or something—but Donald, my uncle,
and his dad, Joseph, basically
said that if he came anywhere
near her, they’d kill him,” said
Callon. “It was like if you have
a best friend, and he started
macking on your little sister,
you wouldn’t like it.”
As a result, every time
the classmate tried to talk
to Callon’s mother, Donald
would get all “huffy-puff.”
“What’s really weird
about it is that when I talked
to the principal, he told me a
major supporter of the school
was a Covall, who just died,
and then within a day, I ran
into this classmate whose last
name is Covall,” said Callon.
Starting last year, Callon
began writing down childhood stories that had meaning to him, one of which
included his mom burning
down a barn. Since then, he
has written about 20 or 30
pages of what he hopes will be
a 200-to 250-page book. He

has had the book on his mind
for a while, he just hasn’t had
the chance to work it.
“The people who really
got to know me well and started to learn the whole tale of
who my parents were would
always say, ‘Man, you should
write that down,’” said Callon.
“So now I’m finally doing it.”
By the end of his sabbatical, Callon hopes to have
a solid draft that can be edited
by some friends who are writers.
“I’ll kind of use the people in my life who know a lot
about writing, and then maybe when I’m done, somebody
will be interested enough to at
least read it and start giving
me feedback,” said Callon.
Sabbaticals in general
are meant to give teachers a
chance to explore something
they’ve always been interested
in, or to find new perspectives
in their subjects. So when
Callon returns next year, he
will hopefully bring a new
wave of energy into the English department.
“Sometimes new classes
come out of (sabbaticals), and
sometimes new approaches
to existing classes come out,”
said English department chair
Steve Missey. “How (Cal-

lon) thinks about writing and
thinks about teaching writing
after the sabbatical will resonate in the curriculum and life
of the students.”
English teacher Scott
Hessel will teach Callon’s two
sections of the senior Short
Story course and two sections
of sophomore English while
he is gone.
“I’m basically Dr. Callon
this semester,” said Hessel.
“But I am still trying to work
on my Callonisms—I’ve been
told I have to complain about
my CYC basketball team a lot.”
Additionally, the clubs
Callon
moderates—Gadfly
and Pro-Life—will be on their
own this semester. Despite
Callon’s absence, however,
both clubs plan on being just
as dynamic as before.
“We plan to keep producing as normal,” said junior
Nick Messina, a member of
Gadfly. “The only difference
is that we’ll be more studentrun.”
As for the Pro-Life Club,
the core staff will take charge
and plan to have the same
number of meetings as before, and Callon will still be
attending the Pro-Life March
in Washington, DC with them
later this month.

FOUR SCORE: In hopes of a few extra credit points in Mr. McCarthy’s AP U.S. History class, many juniors created 1-3

minute videos of themselves delivering the Gettysburg address. They uploaded the videos to learntheaddress.org, the site
of a movement started by documentary filmmaker Ken Burns that encourages people everywhere to become more familiar
with Lincoln’s famous speech. Above is a screenshot of junior Kevin Strader’s video, surrounded by a number of other SLUH
posts. The site includes uploads from President Obama, Bill Clinton, Stephen Colbert, and Cardinal Timothy Dolan.

3

Senior
Project
Spotlight
BY Joe
STAFF

Annunziata

Slama

T

he mission of Annunziata Catholic school in Ladue is
to give children of diverse backgrounds throughout St.
Louis in first through eighth grades a quality education tailored specifically to every individual need. The school has
attracted seniors Jack Gallagher, Mason Ryan, Austin McCollom, and Colin Voigt, who have elected to dedicate their
time to those students as their Senior Project.
The seniors largely remain in the same classroom
throughout the day as different students rotate in and out
for various classes. Students do not move with a specific
grade level or homeroom; rather, their schedule is made to
fit their needs. This dynamic setup places a variety of tasks
before the volunteers.
“They sort of throw you in. They’re like, ‘OK, you’re
going to teach math class now; here’s the book, and go.’ And
you just try to roll with it and guess what you’re doing as
you do it. I try to teach myself, like, ‘Oh yeah, I remember
taking this in grade school, OK, this is how you do it,’” said
McCollom.
The day features a variety of the mixed classes, including core subjects such as math, reading, and language in the
morning, followed by classes such as spelling, science, and
P.E. after lunch. The day begins with prayer and the pledge
of allegiance and includes a morning recess. Recesses have
been held inside for the seniors first week, and games of
chess and Star Wars (in which Voigt was made to portray a
villain) have ensued.
In the first week, patience has been a common theme
noted by the seniors.
“I’ve noticed the patience that the teachers have,” said
Gallagher. “Their attention span’s not very good and they’re
getting kind of disrespectful and start talking, getting off
track, and it’s just that the patience the teachers have with
them to keep it cool and be able to deal with them in a way
that still gets the job done impressed me.”
—Cade Dernlan and Billy Balossi contributed reporting.

Childgarden

BY Connor
CORE STAFF

S

FitzGerald

tepping into the lives of three seniors this January, one
can see the emotional connection that takes place between the seniors spending their Service Project at Childgarden. Childgarden is a special elementary school for
children with various disabilities. The SLUH students that
have been working with the children in the classrooms and
playing with them during break time.
Seniors Tommy Espenschied, Danny Tarlas, and
Rocco Vienhage are spending their January weekdays at
Childgarden. The seniors have spent time in the classroom
because it is a preschool aimed at educating those with
physical and mental disabilities, but another big part of
their time at Childgarden has been break time, which they
say has been exhausting. The breaktime allows a release
for the students and teachers, but for the seniors, it is a lot
more work keeping an eye on the kids.
“It’s been a lot of fun,” said Vienhage. “I find it pretty
cool because being (at Childgarden) has brought back a lot
of memories I had from my own preschool experience. I’ve
had a great time and have met some awesome kids.”
The school day starts at 8:30 a.m. when the kids arrive
and spend about an hour and a half with the teacher, learning basic ideas that will help them as they transition from
preschool to kindergarten. During this time, the seniors
help out by cleaning around the classroom and preparing
the room for playtime. Tarlas spent this time Thursday organizing and decluttering the teacher’s room closet.
After that, the students spend time with the kids playing various games. They help the kids with building blocks,
box cars, and small puzzles until 12:30, when both the seniors and the kids go to lunch. After that the kids have naptime until the end of the day, and the seniors spend their
time in the teacher’s lounge unless they are needed to help
the teachers with odd jobs that they need to do to end the
day or prepare for the next.
“The teacher’s lounge is a nice relaxing part at the end
of the day,” said Tarlas.
“It’s kind of nice to be around the kids who just love
me unconditionally,” said Espenschied. “I don’t need to do
anything to impress them, and they love solely because I’m
the big kid in the room.”
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First semester exams will be before Christmas in 2015
(continued from page 1)

after break got 15 percent,
and no preference received 21
percent of the votes, with a total of 81 people answering the
question.
“That was pretty convincing right there, in terms
of the numbers,” said Moran.
Thirty respondents who
voiced specific opinions on
criticism about the structure
of the calendar and Moran
held an open forum at the last
in-service on Oct. 28 day during lunch. Around 30 teachers
attended, according to Moran, who took notes.
“I was able to get a lot of
feedback about all kinds of issues. The fact that we collected responses, everything from
how we use in-service days, to
activity period, to late starts,
people weighing in,” said Moran. “We were able to collect
people’s opinions about the
whole calendar.”
Although the teachers
were sent a survey about exams, the students were not directly asked their opinion, so
the Prep News sent a Google
Form to all of the students,
asking students whether they
wanted exams before or after

Christmas break, or if they
had no preference.
“I think there’s an assumption out there that students do prefer exams before
Christmas,” said Moran.
Moran was right. Out of
536 responses received from
students, 91 percent said they
wanted exams before break,
six percent said they wanted
exams after, and three percent
had no preference.
Some reasons included
the students’ desire to “be
done” with all school stuff
for two weeks, to balance the
day count of first and second
semester, and the fact that virtually no other schools were
holding exams when SLUH
was.
To get a different perspective, Moran looked to
other Catholic high schools
around St. Louis to see how
their exam schedules compared to SLUH. Most had
their exams before Christmas
break.
“Virtually all of them had
exams before vacation or no
exams at all,” said Moran.
Speaking to students
in person gave the opinions
more depth than the before-

or-after answer of the student
survey. Even students who
believed that exams would
be better placed after break
raised valid points in favor of
their argument.
“You don’t have to study
during the break if you don’t
need to, but for the students
that are really behind in a
class and really need to make
up and really need to do well
on that final, I think it’s a lot
better for them to have that
extra time if they need it, and
December feels really rushed,”
said junior Adam Vonder
Haar.
“I love having the exams
before Christmas because
during break, I kind of relax a
lot and forget about a bunch
of stuff,” said sophomore
Liam Connolly. “Having it before, everything was fresh in
my mind.”
“It relieves a lot of stress
from the break to just be cozy,”
said sophomore Joe Fentress.
“In my opinion, I think
having it hanging it over your
head over Christmas break
would be terrible, and I would
forget a lot of stuff over the
break,” said freshman John
Burke. “It definitely helps to

have it beforehand, while I’m
still in the groove.”
Sophomore Joe Laughlin
said, “I can see advantages (of
both). It might be better to
do it after break if you want
to retain information longer,
but it gives you a chance to really catch up on a lot of other
important things in life when
you have a break where you’re
not worrying about exams
because you’ve already done
them before.”
Besides the teachers’
opinions, the SLUH administration also wanted to hear the
parents’ voices on this matter,
and after listening to some of
the reasons in favor of exams
before the break, SLUH decided that the semester exams
would be moved.
The big calendar meeting
will take place next Tuesday.
In order to make the calendar
as precise and correct as possible, the administration plans
“to get input from as many
people as possible,” according
to Moran.
“We are still in the process of formulating the calendar for next year,” said Moran.

in about every class except
for art class,” said freshman
Will Rudder. “I send them to
as many people as possible in
my class.”
Junior Tom Hillmeyer
said, “I’ve seen 40 or 50 students looking at or working on a (Google Doc) study
guide at the same time. It’s a
pretty cool thing.”
Because Google Docs
are so accessible to everyone,
it offers a platform for collaboration that is constant.
Students can add to a group
study guide at any time.
“You can’t always meet up
together to study in person,”
said junior Cameron Gunn.
“So you put a whole bunch of
people in a Google Doc. That’s
the best way I think you can
get together and share ideas.
What’s the difference between
doing a study guide together
in the library versus collaborating online?”
Each exam week, many
students receive several invites for group study guides
on Google Docs. Sharing
study guides during exam
weeks helps students manage
the workload. They’ve found
it beneficial to divide and
conquer and also verify information and offer alternative
explanations of topics.
“I think always when
you combine the knowledge
of multiple people in the
class with yours it gives you a
broader understanding of the
subject to help study for the
test. It’s not as narrow of a focus, with everyone adding information in a different way,”
said McGrail.
Sophomore
Zach
O’Toole said, “For the chemistry exam at the semester,
we all just chipped in and
answered different questions
on a Google Doc. It was really

productive, and we had different voices available to explain
topics.”
In preparation for the
first semester junior AP English exam, teachers Steve
Missey and Tim Curdt created
a Google Doc for their class to
share interpretation of five of
Hamlet’s soliloquies. Deemed
the “Hive,” this teacher-initiated Google Doc was shared

“What’s the
difference between
doing a study
guide together in
the library versus
collaborating
online?”
with over 40 juniors and grew
to 40 pages of notes and interpretations over three days.
“Last year I tried something that I called the Hive for
the poetry exam. I thought,
sometimes guys have questions about the poem or exam
logistics,” said Missey. “And
sometimes they don’t have a
way to get in touch with me,
and to answer those questions
would benefit everyone.”
For the exam, the Hive
Doc was shared with all AP
English students who were
then set free to analyze and
comment on five soliloquies.
Missey and Curdt occasionally monitored the Hive to
make sure students were creating sweet literary honey.
“Our goals were, number
one, meaningful exam prep
and, in this case, that involved
the ability to have this broad
conversation with a bunch
of people, seeing how others’
minds think about the soliloquies to help them think on
their own,” said Missey.
Each student contributed

at least once, but many engaged in small conversations,
commenting on each other’s
responses.
“There were parts that
were repetitive, but there
were also neat little runs were
guys were really reading and
then responding and building on others’ responses,” said
Missey.
Students found the Hive
helpful in immersing themselves in Hamlet and in offering context for the semester
exam, but at times it became
overwhelming with so much
information.
“The problem with the
Hive was it ended up getting
so big that people wouldn’t
read through it and would
post the same thing,” said
junior Michael Hayes. “It
was hard to fish through so
much information. I think if
we were broken into smaller
groups it would work better. With a huge group some
people just jump on and type
some random stuff just to say
they were involved.”
The Hive, unlike many
Google Doc study guides or
collaborations, was monitored
by teachers, and probably led
to students taking their work
more seriously. Student-initiated Google Doc study guides
shared with many students often get hectic with dozens of
changes made simultaneously.
“The Hive was cool, and
there was some good stuff in
there,” said junior Michael
Brennan. “With student-led
Docs, they are usually pretty
low quality. I find them helpful, but they aren’t the final
word on any topic. Often it’s
definitions copied straight
from the textbook.”
Aside from study guides,
Google Docs offers a feature
that allows users to add comments to a document. Some

In favor of
semester
exams
after the
break

In favor of
semester
exams
before
break

15%

No preference for
exam
placement

64%

21%

Student Results
No preference
for exam
placement

In favor of
semester
exams after
the break

3%

6%

In favor of
semester
exams
before break

91%

Come exam season, Google Docs seen as an aid to
some, others raise questions of academic integrity
(continued from page 1)

Teacher Results

teachers, like social studies
teacher Tim O’Neil, have allowed students to use Google
Docs to peer edit research papers.
“A lot of guys used it to
type their research paper and
when it was time to do some
peer editing, many read a
classmate’s paper and commented electronically on
Google Doc. It worked out
well, and I think students
liked using it,” said O’Neil.
O’Neil’s
sophomore
classes also used Google Docs
to create a timeline.
“Everyone shared and
contributed to that Google
Document,” said O’Neil. “My
direct attempts to use (Google
Docs) in the classroom has
generally turned out good.”
In just the two years
available to the SLUH community, Google Docs have
proved to be a powerful tool
in sharing information and
ideas. However, the platform
also commands greater levels of responsibility and academic integrity. Students have
been left in the gray area, with
blurred lines between plagiarism and fair exchange of
ideas.
“I am a little fearful about
making sure I use my own
ideas, but with definitions or
outlines, not at all,” said Brennan.
Teachers are becoming
more wary of whose ideas
belong to whom. It’s easy to
look at a classmate’s work on
a Google Doc and call it your
own.
“Every single time I’ve
used Google Docs so far, it
has turned out to be a positive experience,” said O’Neil.
“The challenge is where sharing work is so easy, how does
homework become individual anymore? That’s the part
where there is still work to be

Sources: The teacher survey was conducted by the SLUH administration in late October. The student survey was sent out
by Prep News on Wednesday, January 7, using Google Forms
to collect responses. 536 students responded.
poll graphics | Nolen Doorack and Sam Chechik

done.”
Last year, English teacher
David Callon came across a
student-made study guide for
the final exam. His feelings
were mixed.
“It was really cool to
watch it happen. The work
that they were doing was just
getting used by people who

“It has opened up
a whole new moral
cloud.”
thought, ‘Oh, now I don’t
have to go back to the book
and all this stuff,’” said Callon.
“So I was really upset about it
at first and then I went back
and I read through it, and I
was kind of upset on another
level because there were some
really interesting things or
conversations that I wished
had come up in class and people genuinely trying to figure
stuff out.”
With large study guides,
students can merely observe
classmates at work rather
than actively participating in
the conversation. Callon had

trouble determining what
work belonged to whom.
“I didn’t have any quick
fixes as teacher, but I recognize that I cannot just assume
knowledge was their own,”
said Callon. “When you study
in a group in the Commons
or at a friend’s house, you are
all investing equal time with
people feeding a conversation
and others supporting and
adding to it … You can move
that to Google Docs when you
keep a private group, but for
some reason these don’t seem
private.”
Callon acknowledged a
need for some sort of agreement with students, outlining
boundaries and expectations
in using Google Docs ingroup.
“The teacher’s job now is
to protect those students who
go above and beyond and
work really hard,” said Callon.
“They need a framework that
has enough integrity so that
those hard-working students
can’t be used. It has opened
up a whole new moral cloud.”

Exchange students arrive
(continued from page 1)

been at SLUH for a few days,
Linda Li and Lancer Li have
already managed to have
some fun in their new environment.
“We played some really interesting games in Mr.
McKernan’s improv class and
I was able to play in the ping
pong club on Wednesday,”
said Linda Li.
Linda also said she also
hopes to tour the Missouri
Botanical Garden.
Lancer Li has found that
his conversations with other

students have been the most
interesting part of his stay so
far.
“I’ve talked to many
SLUH students during lunch
or at the library after school.
Our discussions have covered
cultural diversity, hobbies,
girlfriends, and classes,” Lancer Li said.
“It is my pleasure to be
kind of a cultural ambassador
and spread Chinese culture
or just get (SLUH students)
acquainted with something
interesting about China,”
Lancer Li said.
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Wrestling on
upswing after
Christmas
break
Picks up first quad meet
win of the season
BY Mick Callahan
REPORTER

A

Junior David Jackson lays up the ball for a basket against Westminister in the MICDS Tourney.
BY Marty Johnson
SPORTS EDITOR

O

ver break, the St. Louis U. High
basketball team was like the
kid at Christmas who gets everything except the one thing that he
really wanted. Although the Jr. Bills
went 4-1 over the break, including
a 3-1 record in the MICDS Holiday
Tournament, they didn’t capture
the tournament title, falling in the
championship to St. Charles 63-54.

Still, head coach Erwin Claggett was
pleased with how his team played
over the break.
“It’s a holiday so the focus
kind of wobbles, but these guys
(were) locked in,” Claggett said after
SLUH’s semifinal win over Westminster Dec. 29.
In the Jr. Bills’ first four games
of the break, they averaged 65.2
points a game and just 48 points
against, both better than their season averages.

But SLUH hit a roadblock in the
form of the St. Charles Pirates in the
tourney title game. The Pirates came
into the game 10-2, ranked fifth in
the small school rankings, and featuring Casey Teson, one of the area’s
premier scorers.
It was all St. Charles early on.
Pounding the ball inside, the Pirates raced out to an 8-2 lead in
the first quarter. After a 5-0 run to
start the second quarter, SLUH cut
St. Charles’ lead to two. However,

Undefeated racquetball continues to roll
photo | Patrick Enderle

BY Joseph
REPORTER

T

Sophomore Chris Schulze warms up before his match against Vianney.

Reznikov

he season is halfway over for
the St. Louis U. High racquetball team, and the squad is not looking back. The Jr. Bills continued
their dominant play Tuesday with
a 7-0 shutout of the Golden Griffins
of Vianney, keeping their unbeaten
season alive.
“It was a really good win,”
said junior doubles player Charlie Mueth. “There were some fairly
close matches, but guys were still
able to pull out the wins which is
always a positive thing.”
The match against Vianney
was the first match for SLUH in
over a month. Though the team
had practices over Christmas break,
Mueth thinks that the long break
from matches contributed to some
matches being closer than usual.
“I think that since it was right
after Christmas break and we didn’t
have any tournaments over break or
anything, we were a little bit rusty,”
said Mueth. “But we still worked
hard over break and guys played
well as a result.”
Though he has been playing very well recently, sophomore
Chris Schulze had a rocky start in
his match against Vianney, but still

SLUH didn’t get that close for the
rest of the game. Despite the improved defense, the Pirates took a
36-27 lead into halftime.
SLUH increased the intensity
in the second half. But Teson and
the Pirates made the difficult shots.
With time expiring in the quarter,
Teson drilled a deep, heavily contested three-pointer that increased
the Pirates’ lead and effectively
turned the momentum over to St.

continued on page 6

fter a rough start and a long
winter break, the St. Louis U.
High wrestlers returned with a vengeance Tuesday night at the MICDS
Quad, taking down the Fox Warriors, MICDS Rams, and Ritenour
Huskies.
“Christmas kind of provided us
a chance to heal up and reset our focus on the rest of the season ahead of
us,” said senior 132-pounder Collin
Arroyo.
The U. High wrestlers entered
the Quad-meet with an 0-5 dual
meet record this season, but were
determined to change that after all
wrestlers weighed in injury-free and
in their desired weight classes.
The night began against the Fox
Warriors. The wrestlers secured victories from seniors Collin Arroyo,
Rafael Robert, Mick Callahan, John
Sims, and Max Kavy and juniors
Ben Schulte and Henry Mungenast.
Schulte took outstanding wrestler
for his pin in the second.
In the second round, the Jr. Billikens faced the host Rams in their
closest dual of the night, winning by
just six points. Arroyo again won by
pin in the first period, as did Callahan. The dual featured many rematches from the tournament at Ritenour
two and a half weeks prior, in which
SLUH won.

continued on page 6

Hockey goes .500 in MCC
games over break
BY Tim Nile
REPORTER

T

he St. Louis U. High varsity
hockey club heated up the ice
against the Lindbergh Bombers in
an 8-3 win last monday, but there
wasn’t a clean path to victory.
“Overall, it was a total team
game. Everybody stepped up all
across the board,” said sophomore
Luke Gassett.
The Jr. Bills started off with a
power play goal by junior captain
Patrick Pence with 9:50 left in the
first period. Less than a minute
later, Lindbergh answered Pence’s
goal, but with 5:55 left in the period,
sophomore John Sieckhaus scored
off a rebounded shot to vault the Jr.
Bills ahead 2-1.
Lindbergh started off the second period tying things up at two
with 9:58 left. Junior captain Steve
Lockwood quickly regained the
teams lead at 9:12 on a shot through
the goalie’s five hole. After a penalty was called on Pence, Lindbergh
scored their third and final goal of
the night with 5:11 left in the second
period.
Pence sought to make up his
penalty, and he did just that with
2:55 left in the period, scoring his
second goal of the night to give the
Jr. Bills a 4-3 lead. With one second
continued on page 6 left on a Jr. Bill power play Gassett

managed to score the team’s fifth
goal of the night with 36 seconds left
in the second.
The third period was when
player emotions started to emerge.
To start things off, Gassett stole the
puck at mid ice and beat two Lindbergh defenders to the goal and
scored, making the score 6-3 with
14:09 left in the third period.
As the period progressed, the
amount of contact after the whistle
increased. With 12:19 left in the period, junior Connor FitzGerald scored
the team’s seventh goal on a breakaway, adding fuel to the fire.
With 6:38 left in the period, a
Lindbergh player flagrantly checked
a Jr. Bill into the wall. After minutes
of conversation, a referee escorted
him off the ice. As the player walked
toward the locker room he gave a
Lindbergh dad a fist bump, which
greatly disturbed the Jr. Bill student
section. The parent proceeded to
make obscene gestures toward the
student section for the remainder of
the game, poorly representing Lindbergh High School and the sportsmanship of hockey.
“Lindbergh was definitely out
headhunting us—it’s expected whenever we play them. They have a bad
reputation around the league for
these things,” said Gassett.

continued on page 6
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Almost a perfect Christmas: basketball goes 4-1 over
break, falls to St. Charles in MICDS title game

photo | Leo Heinz

Racquetball
still perfect
after break
(continued from page 5)

Sophomore Brandon McKissic goes into the paint unopposed against De Smet.

(continued from page 5)
Charles. Although the Jr. Bills cut
the lead to six with 1:32 left in the
game, they were unable to overcome
the deficit.
Claggett gave all the credit to St.
Charles.
“They made some tough shots,”
Claggett said. “Teson’s a heck of a
player. The guys fought hard. They
did what they could do. But towards
the end, we just ran out of steam.”
Junior point guard Matt Nester
thought the tournament was a great

learning experience.
“We played pretty well in the
MICDS tournament and took a step
toward what our defense should
look like,” Nester said.
SLUH took another step forward on Tuesday when it traveled
to De Smet to face the Spartans.
Like St. Charles did to them, the Jr.
Bills took an early lead against De
Smet. The team raced out to a 6-2
lead, with a dunk by sophomore big
man BJ Wilson setting the tone early.
Nester hit a three-pointer with 1:18
left in the first to give the Jr. Bills a

Curdt honored for 20
years coaching wrestling
photo | Patrick Enderle

17-5 lead, and they never looked
back after that. The defense stymied
the De Smet offense nicely, holding
them to 41 points, 13 points below
the Spartans’ season average.
Sophomore shooting guard
Brandon McKissic led the way with
12 points, while Nester added 11
points and had five steals and four
assists as well.
“We locked up against De
Smet, but we have to work on our
turnovers and breakdowns a lot
more these coming games,” Nester
said.

Hockey goes
.500 in MCC
games over
break

Though SLUH started off fast,
they trailed off as the game went on,
scoring just 20 of their 55 points in
the second half.
“I think it’s the mark of a young
inexperienced team,” Claggett said.
“When you get a team down, you’ve
got to bury them, and we had a problem doing that. I thought we played
the scoreboard, which is something
we preach not to do. We have to focus
on what we do well and let the score
take care of itself.”

pulled out the win.
“The match was against an old
grade school friend, so it was kind of
weird playing against him competitively, but it was fun,” Schulze said.
Another hiccup the team faced
in the match against Vianney was
No. 3 seed senior Ben Buescher’s
match. Buescher, who had been sick
prior to the match, narrowly lost
his first game. But he rebounded to
win his second game, and then, in a
back-and-forth tiebreaker, outlasted
his opponent for the win.
The team suffered a huge blow
with No. 5 seed senior Ike Simmon
tearing his ACL on a skiing trip over
Christmas break.
“It really hurts to lose Ike. I
still feel confident for the rest of the
regular season and State but Nationals is going to be really tough,” said
Mueth. “He could possibly be back
by Nationals but we just don’t have
as much depth as we had before.”
To fill the loss of Simmon,
coach Joseph Koestner decided to
bring up junior Tim Juergens from
varsity-2 to varsity-1 to fill in at the
No. 6 seed.
Though Simmon is out, Mueth
is still happy about the progress of
the team and is excited for the second half of the season.
“Now being at the halfway
point, I think we’ve improved a lot
as a team and as individual players,”
said Mueth. “We weren’t very experienced coming into the year so it’s
good to see guys stepping up now.
We all need to improve individually but we’re still playing really well
which is always awesome to see.”
The team has five matches
left in the regular season. The next
match is against rival De Smet. The
match is next Tuesday at 3:30 at Vetta Concord.

Wrestling Nightbeat
photo | Patrick Enderle

(continued from page 5)
Senior captain Tommy Espenschied capped the scoring off with
5:50 left in the third period to finalize the score at 8-3.
But that was not the end of the
action. In the remaining minutes senior Jack Potter got caught up in a
tussle with a Lindbergh player and
was charged with a 10 and 2 penalty.
The team takes a short break
before its next game, Friday Jan. 16
against De Smet at Queeny Park at
9:30 p.m.

Junior Henry Mungenast wrestles an opponent in last night’s match.

Last night, the St. Louis U. High wrestling team lost CBC 51-30.
Freshman Rory Butler (120 lbs) and seniors Collin Arroyo (132), Mick
Callahan (182), and Max Kavy (285) all won their matches.

Wrestling downs Fox, MICDS, and Ritenor
(continued from page 5)

English teacher and long-time wrestling coach Tim Curdt was
honored for his 20 years of oustanding service to the wrestling
program Thursday before SLUH’s match against CBC. Curdt
retired from coaching last year.

The final matchup of the night
against Ritenour also featured
many rematches from the tourna-

ment. Winners in the dual included
Arroyo and Callahan, who both
earned all three victories by pin in
the first. Sophomore Danny Trittler,
who notched his first varsity win,
and Robert, Sims, and Kavy also

won.
The varsity team will travel
to Vianney tomorrow morning
for a tournament with seven other
schools starting at 9 a.m.
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Rifle starts season strong
with several high finishes
BY Alex Wang
REPORTER

T

he St. Louis U. High rifle team
opened its season in Gilman, Ill.
on Dec. 6 in the annual Raider Classic, followed by the Bastean Classic
at Pekin Community High School
on Dec. 13.
Last year, the rifle team was
stumped by the teams at the Raider
Classic, coming in third place. This
year, the top 3 varsity rifle team
members all finished in the top four
to capture first place with a score of
2231/2400.
Captain Thomas Lally led the
pack, coming in first place overall in
the precision category. Lally scored a
572/600 points and shot a 190 stand,
which was the highest standing score
of the day. Junior Sean Wohlstadter
followed Lally with a 567/600, and
senior Matt Bates finished fourth
with a 561/600 after losing a tiebreaker to a shooter from Iroquois
West High School.
Senior Brennan McFarland was
unable to attend the meet, and in
his place, junior Chris Walsh competed with the varsity team for the
first time in his career, finishing 14th
with a 537/600.
“I was definitely excited to
prove myself,” said Walsh. “I have
shot before and I didn’t do great, and
in this match I did okay, but I think I
can do a lot better in the future. Rifle
is a very mental sport, so it’s important that I don’t psych myself out.”
In addition to the four members of the varsity team, three shooters shot independently. Junior Grant
Ludwig finished with a 555/600,
snagging sixth place, after originally
tying for fifth with Marlea Thielbar,
a senior at Pekin Community High
School.
“I believe that this year as a
team we have been more determined
to succeed and have been practicing a lot harder,” said Ludwig. “This
practice helped everyone, including
me, perform a lot better at the meet.”
The team also brought freshmen Joe Hermsmeier and Karl

Lodholz. Hermsmeier finished 18th
with a 529/600, a phenomenal first
performance for a freshman shooter.
Lodholz finished the match with a
354/600.
At the Bastean Classic at Pekin
Community High School the following weekend Lally and Wohlstadter
finished one-two again, Lally with
a 570/600 and Wohlstadter with a
565/700.
McFarland returned to the Illinois league competition, as Bates
was unable to attend, finishing 15th
with a 544/600. Walsh again stepped
in to fill the spot of an absent varsity
shooter, and redeemed himself from
his performance at the Raider with a
9th place finish.
The Riflebills again finished
first, scoring a 2235/2400, four
points higher than their previous
meet.
Along with the team, Ludwig
and Hermsmeier both competed as
individuals, as there were not enough
members for a JV squad. Ludwig
finished just behind Walsh in tenth
place with a 553/600. Hermsmeier
continued to show promise, managing to score a 534/600 (25), raising his score from the Raider by five
points.
“We’ve overcome our embarrassment at Raider last year to finally
have improved enough to be competitive against other teams around
the nation and in particular against
local Chicago teams,” said Wohlstadter.
“I’m actually really proud of
the team this year,” said Bates. “We
played somewhat lower quality
teams overall, but we’re stepping up
to a point where we are doing a lot
better than last year. I cannot be any
more proud for Sean and how he’s
been doing. He’s acting like a senior
team member and shooting like
one.”
After a great start to the season,
the Riflebills hope to improve as a
whole and continue their success
through the New Year.

JV Basketball successful,
aims to be even better
BY Chandler
REPORTER

T

Love

he JV basketball team has started its season 6-3.
Prior to winter break, the Jr.
Bills faced some adversity with two
losses, the first coming against McCluer North in the season opener by
three points. The second was a ten
point loss to De Smet.
However, the team bounced
back with four straight wins, three
of which came en route to a tournament victory at Northwest. During Christmas break, the JV squad
beat Ritenour and fell to De Smet.
On Tuesday night, the Jr. Bills came
away with a revenge victory at De
Smet.
Halfway through the season,
the Jr. Bills have shown improvement.
“We could be playing better all
around. If we slow ourselves down
and become more active on offense
and defense we will be a tough squad
to beat,” said sophomore guard Andrew Clair.
There are two players on the JV
team with varsity experience: sophomore forward Ryan Hebenstreit and
freshman guard Mikey Sanders.
“They have been extremely

helpful as leaders,” said sophomore
guard Maurice Glass of the two.
“They have varsity experience so
they’re able to use that experience to
help us.”
From the first game of the season to this point, the players on the
team have certaintly seen a positive
change.
“We have gotten better as the
season progresses because we picked
up our defense, we keep the pressure
on the whole game, and we get good
production from everyone on our
team,” sophomore Peter Hennessey
said.
“I’m looking to continue improving on the defensive end. We
still need to work on some fundamentals, we need to become better
off ball defenders. On offense we
need to be more consistent hitting
our outside shots. Otherwise I’m
pretty happy with these guys. I think
we play good team basketball and I
think we have more toughness than
we’ve had in past years on the JV level,” said head coach Kent Kershenski.
The Jr. Bills will face the CBC
Cadets tonight at 5:30 at CBC and
will follow up with a weekend tournament at CBC.

Box Scores
Varsity Basketball
SLUH vs. Vianney (12/22)
SLUH
Vianney

1
16
12

2
10
18

3
14
6

4
17
19

F
57
55

SLUH: McKissic 33 Pts, David Jackson 8 reb

SLUH vs. Trinity (12/23)
SLUH
Trinity

1
14
15

2
21
4

3
17
16

4
13
18

F
65
53

SLUH: Nester 15 pts, 6 asst; Wilson 8 reb
Trinity: Dockett 10 pts, 4 ast

SLUH vs. Ladue (12/26)
SLUH
Ladue

1
13
9

2
15
19

3
14
6

4
18
16

F
60
50

SLUH: David Jackson 16 pts; Schmidt 7 reb
Ladue: Rogers 13 pts, 7 reb

SLUH vs. Westminster (12/29)
1
SLUH
14
Westminster 15

2
21
4

3
17
16

4
13
18

F
65
53

SLUH: McKissic 21 pts, 4 reb; Nester 10 asst
Westminster: Cook 26 pts

SLUH vs. St. Charles (12/30)
1
2
3
4
SLUH
14
13
8
19
St. Charles 21
15
12
15
SLUH: McKissic 13 pts; Nester 9 asst

F
54
63

C Basketball - Blue
SLUH vs. Vianney (12/22)
SLUH
Vianney

1
12
8
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SLUH vs. Ritenor (12/23)
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Ritenor
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SLUH vs. De Smet (1/6)
SLUH
De Smet
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C Basketball - White
SLUH vs. Vianney (12/22)
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Vianney
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SLUH vs. De Smet (1/6)
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Hockey
Christmas
Break Recap

BY Tim Nile
REPORTER

W

hile the St. Louis U. High community rested over Christmas
break, the varsity hockey team went
to work, beating Fort Zumwalt West,
Chaminade, and Oakville, tying De
Smet, and losing to CBC.

A high intensity game against
Fort Zumwalt West came down to
the wire. Freshman Steven Pawlow,
junior Andrew Ott, junior Connor
FitzGerald, and sophomore Liam
Knobbe scored for the team, but in
the final minute junior goalie Joe
Warnecke lost his stick, took junior
defensemen Scotty Berger’s and
managed to save the last shot at the
final second and the game for a 4-3
win.

In the Jesuit Cup, the Jr. Bills
and the Spartans fought to a 1-1 tie.
A Jr. Bill goal was called back early in
the second period for goalie interference. Patrick Pence scored the only
goal for our team and was assisted by
junior Steve Lockwood and sophomore John Sieckhaus. “We were in
the box 20 out of the 45 minutes
and we couldn’t get into the flow of
that game being short-handed,” said
sophomore Luke Gassett. The team
outshot De Smet 30-25. De Smet
keeps the Jesuit Cup for another year
because they won the previous year.

The squadron overpowered
Chaminade, 5-0. In a game filled
with penalties and power plays for
both sides, Pence had three goals,
and sophomore Louis Garavaglia
and senior captain Tommy Espenschied both had a goal apiece.
Chaminade had more power plays
than they did shots.

The Jr. Bills’ game against CBC,
the best team in the state, ended in a
7-0 loss. After the game Pence took
to Twitter to apologize to the fans on
how poorly they played. “Our team
will come together and we will play
as hard as we possibly can from this
point forward,” said Pence. CBC
only outshot the Jr. Bills by one shot.

The team was able to rebound
against the Oakville Tigers in a 6-0
win. Junior Connor FitzGerald
scored within 14 seconds of the game
starting and the Jr. Bills outshot the
Tigers 14-3 in the first period alone.
The remaining goals were scored by
senior captain Danny Tarlas, who
had a hat trick with two of his goals
being scored 15 seconds apart.
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Monday, January 5

Chem Study congregated in S302 to work through
a bunch of stoichiometry, a
subject that all of the regular
classes are currently learning.
ACES discussed an article by Jamala Rogers from the
current issue of the St. Louis
American. The article examined the complex dynamics at
play in episodes of looting and
argued that a focus on looters
distracts from the deeper issues of justice that protesters
are calling attention to.
Thomas à Kempis Club
celebrated Mass in the North
American Martyrs’ Chapel,
with Fr. Michael Marchlewski,
SJ, as the presider.
Ultimate Dodgeball had
their first meeting in the old

January 9, 2015

Friday, January 9

Schedule R

V/JVWrestling @ Vianney Tournament
Mix-It-Up Lunch
AP
Snack—Chicken Rings
4pm
C Blue Basketball @ CBC
5:30pm B Basketball @ CBC
7pm
V Basketball @ CBC
Lunch Special—Chicken Bacon Ranch
Vegetarian—Buttered Noodles

cafeteria and planned their began revising the scripts’ first first time in over two years.
first outing for next Monday, drafts and discussing possible This puts the Chess Club at
Jan. 12 at Sky Zone.
objections.
2-0 for the season. See article
on page 3 of this week’s Prep
Tuesday, January 6
Wednesday, January 7
News.
Conor Gearin, ’11, visThe library sent out a new
Saturday, January 10
ited SLUH to discuss his re- library riddle, and it reads: Thursday, January 8
search in Maine and Missouri “One’s out of place, / And lies
Pax Christi discussed V/JV Wrestling @ Vianney Tournament
for Truman State University. on its face. / The rest of us lie the 2015 World Day of Peace, Parent Network Speaker @ Kennedy
See article on page 1 of this elsewhere. / By Osiris we’re about which Pope Francis Sunday, January 11
week’s Prep News.
called / To work the fields-- / made an announcement on 12pm
KEEN
Mock Trial met during One a day / For an entire year. January 1. The theme was “No
exam week to decide writing / What are we called? / And Longer Slaves, But Brothers Monday, January 12
Schedule R
scripts for trial. Then, after where do we lie? / And how and Sisters.”
AP
Snack—Pizza Sticks
finishing writing those scripts many of us in the library reThe juniors had a class
4pm
C White Basketball vs. Ladue
over the break, a separate side?”
meeting in the Schulte theatre
7pm
Senior Project Reflection Night
meeting took place Tuesday.
Chem Study studied to discuss senior classes and
Lunch Special—Meatball Sandwich
The meeting was led by mod- stoichiometry in S302 “until plans for next year.
Vegetarian—Turkey Burger
erator Anne Marie Lodholz as the cows came home!” acthe squad was split into teams cording to science department —Compiled by Sam Che- Tuesday, January 13
Schedule R
and roles were decided. New chair Mary Russo.
chik, Emanuel Parker, Joseph Senior Kairos Retreat (through Friday)
attorney coach Don Boyce was
The chess team defeated Reznikov, and Jack Sinay.
B Basketball @ CBC Tournment (through Thursday)
Calender Planning Meeting
introduced before the squad the Metro Chess Club for the

Blue room: juniors repaint theology classroom
photos| Patrick Enderle

AP
Snack—Mini Tacos
4pm
C Wrestling vs. Priory
4:30pm C Blue Basketball @ Parkway West
7pm
Speak Easy: A night of jazz and poetry
Lunch Special—Taco Bar
Vegetarian—Wild Rice Florentine
Wednesday, January 14
Schedule R
AP

Activity Period Mass
Snack—Mozzerella Cheese Sticks
Lunch Special—Country Fried Steak
Vegetarian—Baked Potato

Thursday, January 15

Above: A tribute to Athletic Director and Keeven’s fellow theology
teacher Dick Wehner, who has been in the job for 30 years.
Left: Painting in progress.

BY Sam
STAFF

T

Heagney

heology teacher Chris
Keeven recently got the
idea to change the color of
his classroom, M115, from
the standard beige to a more
vibrant palette. After an okay
from the Main Office, Keeven
invited junior Sam Perry to
help paint the room over two

days during Christmas break.
Perry extended the invitation
to four other students: juniors
Andrew Murphy, Jack Perryman, and Tim Tierney, who
were all in class with Keeven.
Keeven picked out three
separate blues to bring his
classroom to life. The group
wanted to paint the classroom blue in keeping with the
SLUH spirit, but also used dif-

NHS Teacher Karoke

ferent shades in order to bring
energy to the room.
“It’s substantially better
to be in there than to be in
other rooms. It doesn’t feel super dull. It’s a joy to have class
in there” said Perry.
The painting wasn’t just
to change the color, however.
The painters also included a
tribute to theology teacher
and Athletic Director Dick
Wehner. The small painting
included the initials “D.W.”
and the number 30 to represent the 30 years Wehner has
worked at SLUH.
“I just wanted to pay
homage to Mr. Wehner’s work
throughout all of his years
here. Given that it’s his room I
think he deserves a little piece
of it dedicated to him,” said
Murphy.
In addition to the homage, Keeven and the students
painted a cross with “AMDG”

around it to represent the Jesuit spirit and the greater glory of God. They also debated
including a Jr. Billiken, but
decided against it.
“We planned on doing a
Billiken, but it just didn’t work
out. It’s still cool the way it
turned out, understated in the
fact that there’s just color in
there makes it so much different,” said Perryman.
The students were happy
to improve the classroom and
leave behind a legacy.
“I think it’s gonna be cool
to know that I contributed to
something that’ll be there for a
long time,” said Murphy.
“It’ll be cool to come back
even one year later and say,
‘We did that,’” said Perryman.
All four students enjoyed
the project and agreed that
they would gladly do another
one like it.

Schedule R

AP
Snack—Bosco Sticks
4pm
C Blue Basketball vs. Westminster
7pm
V Basketball @ Chaminade
Lunch Special—Philly Cheese Steak
Vegetarian—Macaroni and Cheese

Friday, January 16

Schedule R
Junior Class Mass
Snack—Chicken Giggles
4pm
C Blue Basketball @ Chaminade
4pm
C White Basketball @ Chaminade
4pm
C Wrestling vs. Vianney
5:30pm B Basketball vs. Chaminade
9:30pm V Hockey vs. De Smet
Lunch Special—Hand Breaded Chicken Strips
Vegetarian—Buttered Noodles
AP

calendar | Sam Chechik

Future Minutes
Next Tuesday, Jan. 13, former Prep News editor
Nick Fandos will speak in J124 on his experiences in
journalism, including his time as editor of The Harvard Crimson and covering the campaign of senator
Elizabeth Warren.
Come to the Currigan Room next Tuesday night at 7
o’clock for an evening of jazz and poetry. Invite your
friends to this “Speak Easy,” as SLUH jazz musicians
and poetry enthusiasts fill the hall as never before.

On December 12,
the last Friday
of classes before
Christmas, NHS
sponsored its 2nd
Annual Teacher
Karoke and raised
$734 for Boys
and Girls Hope.
From left to right:
English teachers
Barbara Osburg,
David Callon,
John Kavanaugh,
math teacher Dan
Schuler, Fr. Ralph
Houlihan, S.J., and
Latin teachers Tim
Kieras, S.J., and
Jennifer Ice.
photos | Leo Heinz

