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Imagining
Marching for the right to life
18 will close
SLUH group attends rally and conference on DC trip
photo Nolen Doorack
with February
convocation
|

80-page
Sisyphus
to debut
Monday
BY Nolen Doorack
CORE STAFF

P
BY Jack Kiehl
NEWS EDITOR
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magining 18, the year-anda-half-long strategic planning process, will finish with
a closing convocation on Feb.
20.
The Closing Convocation is the last of five events
for Imagining 18, which started with the Opening Convocation and Visioning Sessions
in October 2013.
“It’s really a celebration
of the whole process, and
we’re going to provide a summary report of the school’s
strategic direction,” said Assistant Director of Advancement Ben DuMont.
The Convocation will
be an opportunity to thank
those who have been involved
in dreaming on behalf of the
school, and to begin the process of starting the next steps.
“Some of the information is the methodology,” said
President David Laughlin.
“We want to talk about how
we want to move forward.”
There are various longterm goals that have come out
of the visioning process over
the past two years, some of
which will be presented at the
Closing Convocation, according to Principal John Moran.
“What you’ll start to see
is: here’s ten great things we’re
ready to get going with and
here’s what we estimate it’s going to cost,” said Moran. “The
(convocation) is an awful lot
about things that will frankly
require a lot of investment of
time and money.”
The monetary investment will most likely mean
a capital campaign, which
would require board approval.
Another portion of what
will be presented, according
to DuMont, is endowment

From left to right: junior Chris Weingart, senior Luke Twardowski, and Jesuit scholastic Tim Kieras make their way up Constitution Avenue during the national March for Life on Jan. 22.
BY Sam Chechik and Billy
Balossi
STAFF, REPORTER

T

wenty-nine students and
five chaperones from
St. Louis U. High lent their
voices to chants of “This Little Light of Mine” and “We
Shall Not Be Moved” at the
42nd annual March for Life in
Washington, D.C. on Thursday, Jan. 22.
SLUH students joined
hundreds of thousands gathered to march on the anniversary of the Roe v. Wade decision that legalized abortion
nationwide in 1973.

“Even if I can’t change
it (the decision) on my own,
I feel like enough people getting together like that could
make a change,” said junior
Ethan McIntyre. “That’s why
it was really moving to see
hundreds of thousands of
people in a street all for the
same reason.”
Although last year’s
march was chilly with temperatures nearing zero, this
year was blessed with temperatures around 40 to 50
degrees. The optimal weather
led to a greater turnout than
in years prior.

“I thought it was pretty
cool, marching with at least
half a million other people,”
said junior Cade Dernlan.
“It was a great atmosphere; it
wasn’t anger or a whole lot of
sadness either, it was more a
celebration of life.”
During their time in
D.C., SLUH students attended many pro-life activities.
On Thursday morning,
they traveled to Gonzaga
Prep High School for a Jesuit
Mass and Rally for Life. After
lunch at Union Station, they
went to the march itself.
On Friday, the group lob-

bied in Missouri Senator Roy
Blunt’s office and also listened
to speeches given by Missouri
Representatives Ann Wagner
and Blaine Luetkemeyer.
“I think for this time, the
highlight for me was getting
a chance to meet our representatives,” said Latin teacher
Tim Kieras, S.J. “It was a neat
opportunity. They took our
group pretty seriously; they
wanted to have the meeting.”
On Saturday, the group
from SLUH attended the Cardinal O’Connor Conference
on Life at Georgetown Uni-

continued on page 4

ACSA discusses schedule, suicide, substances
BY Leo K. Heinz
CORE STAFF

A

group of students, parents, a teacher, and an
administrator warmed the
unusually chilly Robinson
Library with discussion of
school-day schedule, cold and
flu season, suicide prevention,
and student drug and alcohol
use. The meeting was the second of three scheduled meetings led by Assistant Principal
for Student Life Brock Kesterson, called the Advisory
Committee for Student Affairs, or ACSA.
continued on page 5
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Speech heads to finals
After a strong performance last
Sunday at Cor Jesu, the Speech
team looks towards final with
high hopes to pass St. Joe. Page 2

news
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sophomore Matthew, proposed the first two topics. He
handed out research he had
collected from nine other
Jesuit schools—specifically,
their schedule type: traditional, block or modular. Of those
nine, only one had a traditional seven period schedule.
From there, Kesterson
asked the students and parents what they thought of
the current schedule and the
idea, of having block schedule more frequently than
just once a quarter. Some expressed concern with chang-

acked with 80 pages of
prose, poetry, and artwork, the Winter 2015 Sisyphus is set to be released
Monday.
Led by moderators Frank
Kovarik and Rich Moran, a
group of student literary and
art editors has compiled the
best work from student and
teacher submissions. Many of
the submissions came from
the senior English electives
Poetry and Reading & Writing Fiction.
“As a result there were
some submissions that had
similar composition and
similar subject matter,” said
senior literary editor Giuseppe Vitellaro. “There were
a couple hunting pieces, the
classic diner piece. A lot of the
poetry was of the same form.”
Most of the selected
pieces were written by upperclassmen who exhibited
maturity in their work. A lot
of the short stories tackle serious subject matter.
Senior Kevin Thomas
wrote “Second Hand Shoes,”
a piece about sneakers he
bought at a thrift shop.
“I felt that the language
and writing was very fresh
and didn’t try to be anything
it wasn’t,” said Vitellaro. “It
was a breath of fresh air.”
On the surface, senior
Luke Twardowski’s story “Mr.
Sullivan” is about a boy who
goes to a baseball game with
his father.
“It’s really a meditation
on class,” said Moran.
“I’m really happy to see
that a lot of guys in my class
are maturing, coming into
their own as writers,” said Vitellaro. “There is a lot of talent
in our class.”

Smith awarded MLK award
Senior Brian Smith was awarded the MLK Model for Justice
award, celebrated with Mass at
the Cathedral. Page 2
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Chessbills fall to Clayton and tie
Smith, ’15, awarded for work toward Vianney, look toward challenge
justice and equal rights
Prep News
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rian Smith represented
St. Louis U. High this year
as winner of the Martin Luther King Jr. Model of Justice
Award. The award is presented to students from parishes
and schools in the St. Louis
area who have made justice
a central part of their life and
who have committed themselves to the noble struggle for
equal rights.
Faculty and Campus
Ministry organizations, such
as ACES and Pax Christi, all
weighed in on which senior
best fit the description of the
award. The various clubs and
staff members all submitted
lists of students they thought
qualified for the award.
“The faculty/staff feel
Brian is a leader, advocate
for positive change, and great
representative of SLUH,” said
Campus Minister Simonie
Anzalone said. “It was pretty
overwhelmingly Brian, so
that’s why he was sent in as
our nominee.”
In addition to work for
ACES, Smith recently started
a “You Don’t Say” campaign,
which he modeled after a
Duke University campaign,
on the SLUH campus. Smith
has focused extending the
prayer service he and Assistant Principal for Student Life
Brock Kesterson facilitated
earlier in the year. “The mission is really to bring more
awareness to students about
the real meaning of some of
the things we say and how
it brings different groups of
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Senior Brian Smith accepts his award from Archbishop Carlson.

people down,” said Smith.
Once Smith received the
nomination, he was required
to write an essay describing his qualifications for the
award.
“I wrote a short one-page
essay to the archdiocese saying who I am and what I do
around my school and in my
community,” said Smith.
To celebrate the award,
Smith visited the Cathedral
Basilica in late October for
a ceremony that included
a Mass presided by Archbishop Carlson. Afterwards,
Smith and other winners of

the award from neighboring
schools and parishes gathered to receive their awards.
The archbishop gave a speech
commending the work the
winners had done.
Other schools who sent
in nominees included Chaminade, CBC, Vianney, RosatiKain, and Incarnate Word and
grade school parishes such as
Mary Queen of Peace.
Smith will also be recognized for the award at the
SLUH all-school awards ceremony at the end of the year.

he St. Louis U. High chess
team had two matches
over the past two weeks, losing the first one to Clayton
and tying its most recent one
against Vianney.
The team was swept on
all five boards in its meet
against Clayton. The final
score was 30-0.
“We were a little disappointed. We thought it
could’ve been close, but we
were reminded that pretty
much anything can happen
in chess,” said moderator Don
Steingruby.
Nevertheless, Steingruby
remained positive for the next
meet.
“It was a devastating,
crushing defeat, but we will
rebound,” Steingruby said.
This past Wednesday, the
team played Vianney, hoping
to come back with a great win.
They were slightly disappointed, as they tied the Vianney B
team, 15-15.
Junior Sergio Goodwin
and sophomore Will Kelly
won on boards one and two.
Freshman Anton Gudiswitz
lost on board three, senior
Lewis Kelley lost on board
four, and junior Mario Thomallari lost on board five.
The losses were tough,
with all the boards going over
an hour.
“Everything’s
been
tooth and nail,” said Steingruby. “There’ve been no easy

Freshman Anton Gudiswitz moves a piece during a match
against Vianney.

matches.”
However, the chess team
is looking optimistically to
the future, with the seniors finally coming back from their
projects.
“With the seniors coming back, we’re hoping to get
kind of a rhythm for the final
weeks,” said Steingruby.
The team has to win all of
its remaining matches to have

a good chance of making the
playoffs.
The team currently
stands at 2-2-1.
Next week, the team
competes on the road against
Crossroads at 4:00, and
should prove to be one of
the toughest matches of the
season, with Crossroads currently leading the division.

Mock Trial loses at prelims

photo | Patrick Enderle

Speech team performs well at Cor
Jesu, prepares for finals
BY John Schwartz and
Nathan Langhauser
REPORTERS

T

he finals for the St. Louis
U. High’s speech team
are drawing near, and thanks
to a strong final regular season meet last week, the team
gained ground on St. Joseph’s
Academy and held down its
third place spot.
“We had a very good
meet last Sunday; we got into
a position where we can definitely beat St. Joe,” said freshman Pierce Hastings.
Cor Jesu is seeded first
going into the finals, and St.
Joe barely edged out SLUH for
the second seed.
“The third and final meet

went well, for me, and I think
for everyone else too,” said junior Elliot Auch.
Auch earned a red ribbon in Humorous/Serious
Interpretation and is going to
compete in the finals.
Senior Marty Johnson,
despite being absent this
past meet, is on his way to
finals for Radio Broadcasting. Senior Jack Kiehl earned
a ribbon in poetry and is also
going to finals. Junior Evan
Brende and sophomore Evan
Gorman will be competing
in finals for Storytelling, and
junior Ryan Hopkins and
sophomore Blaise Lanter will
be competing in Duet Improv.
Finally, Auch and Hastings

advanced in Duet Acting.
The team will have a finalist in almost every one of
the nine categories at the finals.
Larger teams have a larger advantage because a larger
chunk of their students are
more likely to rank high, and
SLUH has a relatively small
team this year with only about
12 guys.
“This year we have not
had a full team, whether it
be to illness or other factors,
but I think that this has put us
behind the other teams in the
long run,” said speech moderator Kathryn Whitaker.
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Junior Patrick Broughton and senior Preston Bruce scribble a redirect during Tuesday’s match.
BY Nick Scheer
REPORTER

T

he St. Louis U. High
Mock Trial team competed in the first preliminary
round of trials this season at
Clayton Courthouse on Tuesday, where the white team
lost to Francis Howell and the
blue team to Marquette.
The white team’s trial
began with an opening statement by junior Tim Sansone,
while the blue team’s opening was done by freshman
Michael Esson. Then the blue
team proceeded with crossexaminations, where they
questioned Marquette’s witnesses. Meanwhile, the white
team had direct examinations,
where they questioned their
own witnesses. Then each
team proceeded vice-versa
until closing statements. Lead
counsel for the blue team, Jack
Sinay, and lead counsel for the
white team, Preston Bruce,
said the closing remarks.
“I thought my squad, as

well as the other team’s efforts, were pretty strong,” said
Sinay. “However, despite our
attempts, they just weren’t
enough.”
The teams lost all three
ballots of their trials. The
ballots are the results of volunteer jurors’ scores of the
arguments, organization, and
preparation of each individual
statement in trial on a scale of
1-10. The scores are added up
according to each juror’s total,
and if a team has the higher
score of two out of the three
ballots, that team is considered to have won the trial.
“We really seemed to
struggle these trials,” said
Sinay. “We just had all sorts of
problems.”
Sinay said one of these
problems was a lack of preparedness, which came about
from the team’s late jump preparing for trial.
“So many things slowed
us down when getting ready
for trial,” said Sinay. “We were
in between coaches, Mrs.

Lodholz was on maternity
leave, the seniors were so busy
during the first semester, it all
just made it hard to get a good
start.”
But despite the unfortunate outcome, the Jr. Bills
took away positives from the
matches.
“Even though we ended
up losing both matches, I
think everybody learned a
lot,” said Lodholz.
Moving
forward,
Lodholz has confidence in
and enthusiasm for her team,
and believes that experienced members will continue
demonstrating leadership in
coaching the inexperienced
members, despite the fact that
only one-third of the team returned from last year.
The next trial will be on
Feb. 24 at the Clayton Courthouse, but the team will have
a scrimmage on Presidents’
Day as well. It has not been
decided who each team will
face in both the scrimmage
and the next trial.
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Senior Project Reflection
Father-Son should
Watch me play Minecraft: a month at Great Circle
seek diverse speakers
“I’m sorry Mr. Jack,”

At last year’s annual
Father-Son banquet, speaker
John Foppe—born without
arms—poured a cup of water
with his feet. The night was
engaging, interesting, and
unique.
While the Father-Son
banquet consistently brings
in speakers that are engaging and interesting, the pool
of speakers in recent years
lacks diversity. Five of the last
six speakers at the event have
held professions in athletics.
And although speakers usually touch on other aspects
of their life (family, faith, side
careers) the talks themselves
have focused generally on
athletics.
Foppe was the first nonathletic related speaker since
2009, when Chris Lowney (an
author and former managing
director at J.P. Morgan) spoke.
In 2010, Mizzou head coach
Gary Pinkel spoke. 2011
brought Kevin Demoff, COO
for the Rams. Rich Grawer,
former SLU basketball coach,
spoke in 2013. This year was
Bill McDermott, a former
SLU soccer player and soccer

announcer, known in St. Louis
as “Mr. Soccer.”
The choice of speakers
doesn’t reflect the interests
of all SLUH sons and fathers,
and although the expertise
and passion of the speakers
are always clear, it can be difficult for non-sports fans to relate. A series of soccer-related
questions after McDermott’s
speech this year left people
with no knowledge of soccer
in the dust.
Ironically, McDermott
vocally dismissed the idea that
people would have interest
in his graphic design career;
that view seems too narrowminded for a high school that
prides itself in academics,
communication, and the arts.
The bottom line: the
world—even the SLUH alumni community—is full of people in wide-ranging fields with
interesting stories to tell. Why
not bring in a doctor, or lawyer, or musician? The SLUH
community bubbles over with
diversity, and the selection of
speakers should be equally
varied.

Senior Project
Spotlight
Wilkinson School

BY Nick Messina
REPORTER

S

eniors Peter Brooks, Gram
Tolish, Derek Cummings,
Will Komos, Thomas Kiesewetter, Jake Nelson, Bryan
Edwards, and Ross Thompson spent their Senior Project
at Wilkinson School working with children in preschool through second grade.
Wilkinson is located in Dogtown, close to South City, and
is part of the St. Louis Public
Schools system.

BY Charlie
STAFF

T

Mueth

The seniors normally spent the day helping teach
various music classes. On
Wednesdays, the music teacher at Wilkinson, Ms. Moorehead, went to another school,
so the students participated in
an art or gym class. Tolish and
Kiesewetter helped teach art,
while Komos, Edwards, and
Thompson helped teach gym
on those days.
For music, the seniors
were assistant teachers to Ms.

continued on page 5

CID

hree seniors spent the
last month serving the
hearing-impaired at Central
Institute for the Deaf (CID).
Seniors Ben Buescher, Adam
Shipp, and Matthew Bates
served kids with poor hearing, hearing in one ear, or kids
who use cochlear implants to
correct their lack of hearing.
CID focuses primarily
on teaching children to listen,

talk, and read without sign
language.
Each day, Buescher and
Shipp worked with preschoolaged kids. To begin the day,
all of the kids would walk in
and do a minor speech exercise to help them warm up for
the day ahead. Next, students
went to “My Gym,” where they
played games.
“Adam and I were there

continued on page 8

Editor’s note: The names of
those mentioned in the reflection have been changed to protect their privacy.

BY Jack Kiehl
NEWS EDITOR

W

e were warned about
restraints on our Senior Project orientation day at
Great Circle Edgewood back
in October. The woman overseeing the volunteers told us
to not be alarmed if we saw an
adult put a student in a therapeutic hold; they are trained
professionals and sometimes
physical intervention is necessary to de-escalate a situation
or calm a student down.
Working in the classroom
made up of 8- to 11-year-old
boys dealing with various
emotional and behavioral issues (one of the milder classes,
from what I observed), I didn’t
see as many physical interventions as I would have expected. Walking through the hallways, I would occasionally see
a teacher holding a crying sixyear-old’s arm so he wouldn’t
hit anyone, or hear the cries
of a five-year-old shouting racial epithets as two large men
held him in a chair. And every
day I would watch as Tim,
whose job for the month was
chalkboard management, put
a smiley face on the calendar
if our class made it a day with
no therapeutic holds, and a
frowny face if we didn’t.
By my last day, there were
relatively few sad faces on the
calendar, but I was neverthe-

less desensitized to the sight of
a restraint. Near the end of the
month one staff member, Mr.
Jim (all teachers are called by
their first names; I was known
as Mr. Jack by those who
didn’t think I was too young
to be called “mister”) picked
up an unresponsive Jerome,
normally a well-behaved tenyear-old, to force him to sit at
his desk. Afterwards, Mr. Jim
checked in with me.
“I hope I didn’t upset you,
having to put Jerome in the
chair,” he said.
It took me a moment to
recall what Mr. Jim was even

talking about. I was at a site I’d
heard described as “difficult”
since I first began considering
it. Seeing a teacher physically
place a student in a desk was
nothing.
At the end of my first
week, I was watching my third
Transformers episode of the
day when Mark, one of the
many boys in the class who
would suddenly forget how to
read or count with hopes of
guilting me into helping him
with his math or spelling, was
tapping me with his pencil.
The TA in the class warned
him to stop.

Mark said. “Are you gonna restrain me?”
I told him I wouldn’t.
Then he asked: “Are you allowed to restrain me? Do you
even know what a restraint
is?”
Of course, I’m not a
trained professional. I wasn’t
allowed to restrain the students, and thankfully so. I
smiled and told Mark to go
back to watching Transformers.
I thought about Mark’s
question for the rest of the
day. Not about having to re-

continued on page 5

art | Matthew Hennessey

Senior Project
Site Map
Each dot represents a site in the St.
Louis area where seniors did service in
the month of January.
105 seniors worked at 29 sites for
Young and Learning Disabled. 54 seniors worked with the elderly at 15 different sites. 44 seniors worked with the
mentally and behaviorally disabled at 11
sites. 19 seniors worked with the poor at
9 different sites. 8 seniors worked with
the hearing and visually impaired, at 3
different sites. 15 seniors worked with
the emotionally disabled at 2 different
sites. 19 seniors worked with the physically handicapped at 4 different sites.
6 seniors spent a month in Honduras
working with malnourished children.
One site, St. Louis Crisis Nursery
in Wentzville, is not pictured, for space
reasons. Overall, seniors worked at 74
sites, with close to 4 seniors per site.
A full interactive map can be
viewed at http://goo.gl/iYZQX0.
map and stats | Giuseppe Vitellaro
comic | Rollin Jackson
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34 head to D.C. for rally, march, and Georgetown conference
(continued from page 1)

versity, which featured theologians, doctors, and other
speakers at various breakout
sessions about pro-life issues
that included the death penalty, the rights of children, and
theology of the body.
“One of my favorite parts
of the trip itself was going
to Georgetown for the Conference on Life, which took
place on Friday after most of
the marchers had left D.C.,”
said English teacher Megan
Dempsey. “It was a chance
to listen to a keynote address
and to observe some breakout
sessions that engaged more
of the intellectual side of the
pro-life movement, and that
was something that was of
great interest to me.”
McIntyre said, “My
hope was to become more
informed through things like
the Georgetown conference
and to be with a group of
people who all have the same
beliefs as me.”
Outside a Georgetown
building, the group encoun-

tered protestors, chanting,
“Men and boys, go away! It’s
not your body; you have no
say!”
McIntyre said, “The part
that will leave an image on me
the most was the protesters
outside of the front doors of
Georgetown who were prochoice, and they were yelling
at us. It unnerved me, but almost in a good way because it
allowed me to reflect on why I
was here in the first place.”
Even with the presence
of chanting pro-choice protesters at the Georgetown
Conference, junior Nolen
Doorack said, “I just want to
go up and give one of them a
hug.”
Many expressed desire to
go on the trip again to lobby
for justice and be in communion with other pro-lifers.
“I think that it’s of great
cultural relevance, and I think
that what the March represents is the opportunity to
exercise free speech and to
express a concern that is of
great social importance,” said

Dempsey. “So for me, it was
really encouraging to see so
many people able to gather
representing interest in something like a social conversation that I think is of a lot of
importance today.”
“Eventually if we keep
doing this, my hope is that
my kid won’t have to go,” said
McIntyre.
“(The March) always
renews my enthusiasm for
the pro-life issues and being
involved, being optimistic,
hopeful. Whenever you are
concerned about big issues
like this it can be discouraging, but being at an event like
that you feel the energy of
everyone else involved,” said
Kieras.
“You can get reenergized
about making steps in the
right direction and finding
ways to connect with local
people, bringing the march
back here and doing things
that are practical and effective
rather than just big gestures,”
continued Kieras. “Being able
to be connected with other

photo | Patrick Enderle

(continued from page 1)

Cardinal Sean O’Malley, the O’Connor Conference for Life’s
keynote speaker, talks to Jesuit students and teachers.

individuals who are passion- enthusiasm—those are big
ate about it, renewing my own reasons to go.”

From left to right: Congresswoman Ann Wagner (R-MO) talks to constituents about the House’s passing of the HR-7 bill at a
reception following the Pro-Life March. Congressman Blaine Luetkemeyer (R-MO) speaks to pro-life Missourians. Senator Roy
Blunt (R-MO) speaks about the history of his office, which president Harry Truman once occupied.
photos | Nolen Doorack and Leo Heinz

Winter Sisyphus out this Monday
(continued from page 1)

Although much of the
literature is serious, some
pieces are humorous, like junior Evan Brende’s “Pickles,”
described by Moran as “horrifying and funny.”
Besides prose, this Sisyphus includes poetry. Many of
the poems focus on thoughts
experienced through physical
objects.
“The poems were so good
at naming specific things,”
said Moran. “(A junior literary editor) said while reading submissions, ‘I want to do
more of that in my writing’
… They aren’t lofty thoughts.

They are attached to concrete
specific things. It was cool to
see editors learn from their
peers.”
“My Father’s Cologne”
by senior Shayn Jackson was
a favorite among editors. The
poem recalls his late father
through the sense of smell.
“Shayn’s poem was really beautiful. It was a remembrance of connections to his
own father who is no longer
alive,” said Moran. “He does
it by the physical experiences
that were left behind.”
“It’s just like the title,”
said Jackson. “It’s like a memento.”
collagraph | Nick Bentz

Senior Garrett Fox’s
poem “A Sweet Delusion”
talks of milk.
“It’s really cool,” said Moran. “It connects the wholesomeness of milk to some
disturbing things about milk
as well.”
For the first time since
the spring 2013 issue, the
cover artwork is not a photo.
Editors almost unanimously
chose a multi-media piece
by senior Dan Mudd. Unlike
last year’s Sisyphus issues, this
year’s edition will only feature
one cover.
“The cover art this year
is pretty unique,” said junior
art editor Nick Bentz. “What’s
neat about this piece is that
it’s a watercolor piece but also
has these hand-drawn tessellations that give it this geometric feel, but still has a very
free-flowing substance to it. I
love it.”
Art editors reached out
to students in art classes to
get more handmade art submissions, hoping to balance
the abundance of photo submissions, which numbered
over 200. Selected artwork
includes pencil drawings,
prints, charcoals, designs, and
photos.
Editors chose the art
based on subject, overall
composition, and the ability
to show up well in black and
white print. Often, artwork
was chosen to complement
a specific piece of literature.
A photo of Cementland, an

ACSA
topics
include
schedules,
substances

Cashbah Corral
Cashbah 2015 “Boots and Bling”
is on March 28.

We are still in need of donations!
Check out our webpage on
SLUH’s website for ideas. Join the
“Gold Rush!” The contest is on!
Buy raffle tickets from your
favorite Jr. Bill and you both
could win some cash.
$2000 is the top raffle prize!

art | Joe Fentress

abandoned cement plant in
North St. Louis developed
by Bob Cassilly and photographed by junior Kevin
Strader, was chosen to go with
senior Jordan Sosa’s short
story “The Artist,” which is set
there.
“It’s a great location to
set a story in—abandoned, a
wanna-be amusement park,”
said Moran.
“We don’t get to see the
art side of the school too of-

ten, and this magazine is a
cool way to share each other’s
work,” said Bentz. “It’s a good
way to expose the sometimes
overlooked artistic talents of
students.”
Next Monday, Sisyphus
staff will sell the latest issue
for 25 cents outside the Old
Cafeteria.
“There were a lot of good
pieces, some strange, but I
was surprised at the talent and
work we saw,” said Jackson.

ing the existing schedule,
while others focused on the
benefits and limitations of
block scheduling. Added flexibility for teachers to bring in
guest speakers, conduct labs,
and other longer activities
were mentioned. Parents suggested that block scheduling
could better prepare students
for college, while some students advocated the ‘if it ain’t
broke, don’t fix it’ mentality.
Other parents and students said that longer class
periods could somehow complement one-to-one student
technology. However, no one
specifically mentioned how
longer class periods allowed
these devices to be used more
effectively.
After several student and
parent comments, Kesterson
brought up the next topic: flu
season. Ceriotti, who had suggested the topic for November’s meeting, said, “It’s over,”
to which Kesterson asserted,
“Not in my office.” Students
listened to the lights hum for a
few additional seconds before
a parent asked about SLUH
giving flu shots. Kesterson
noted that SLUH has offered
flu shots for students only
once in recent memory—during the Swine Flu epidemic of
2009. Otherwise, the service
has not been offered for students, though it is for teachers
each year.
“It’s something I’ll bring
up with (school nurse Scott)
Gilbert, who I think would be
handling something like that,”
said Kesterson.
Kesterson then began
the conversation on suicide
awareness and prevention. He
explained the topic in light of
the death of senior Connor
Lewis last fall.
Senior Thomas Lux said,
“One thing that I would love
to see in the school on more
levels than just prevention is
more student interaction with
the counseling department.”
His comment began what
Kesterson would later call “a
kind of counselor bashing session.” Parents asked if a mental
health professional had ever
been on staff—or the thought
of hiring one considered. The
psychologist who comes on
Wednesdays was viewed by
most as inadequate because
of his limited time on campus and his busy schedule. He
was also unknown by many
of the students in attendance.
And some had assumed that
the current SLUH counselors
are strictly related to college
counseling.
“I’ve only met with my
counselor four times. I’ll be
honest; I don’t feel like I have
a good connection with my
counselor. Every time I’ve
gone, we’ve talked about planning classes for the next year.
It is hard to open up if you’ve
seen the person only a few
times,” said junior Jake Lepak.
However,
Kesterson

continued on page 5
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strain one of the students, but
of what was under the surface of his words: What was
my role as a volunteer at the
school?
During my 17 days at
Great Circle, I filled quite a
few roles: I was the go-to person for questions during work
time, leading me to revisit
long-forgotten math topics;
every day at 12:15, I navigated
the school’s ongoing construction to help a cheery, SLUHobsessed seventh-grader with
long division (“You a volunteer volunteering all over
this place!” the school nurse
laughed as I hurried from recess to tutoring); I was always
“it” in freeze tag unless I could
pass the job off to Aidan Jacobsen; during our daily quiet
time I helped Mr. Jim assemble workbooks; I was another
person to ask for permission
for seconds at breakfast and
lunch; I was my class’s salad
bar scooper since students
weren’t allowed to touch the
tongs. Then there was the
request I was guaranteed to
hear every time we could use
technology: “Mr. Jack! Come
watch me play Minecraft!”
Classroom
rewards
seemed to center around
technology. If you behave and
finish all of your work, your
name goes in a jar. Five names
get pulled, those five get first
pick at the two computers and
three iPads. The Minecraft
computer was always one of
the first to go.
My prior knowledge
of Minecraft did not extend
much past my awareness of its
block-centrism and that students play it in the computer
lab after school. “Do you play
Minecraft?” was one of the
first questions I was asked
when I got in the classroom at
the beginning of the month.
I still don’t know much more
except how to change the
game mode to creative, whatever that means, though almost every day I found myself
sitting there watching as the
third- and fourth-graders eagerly showed me the game.
To try and properly pin

down what I did at Edgewood,
however, is impossible. I suppose I was some conglomeration of roles. I was a teacher,
helping with each individualized lesson plan. I was another
set of eyes in the classroom
to make sure everyone was
where they were supposed to
be and doing what they were
supposed to be doing. I had to
be the bad guy at times, trying
to break up shoving matches
and attempted pencil stabbings, though not too often.
The condensation of stories I have may make it seem
like things were always hectic,
when in fact they rarely were.
I was some sort of peer, especially during playtime when
I was more than just an extra
adult in the classroom, when
I was someone the students
could run around on the playground with. When we played
math games on the Smart
Board, they would always try
and get me to take a turn, and
at the end of the day when we
spent fifteen minutes mirroring a video of old Chinese
men and young babies doing
some meditation-yoga hybrid, they would always look
over to make sure I was doing
it with them. The day we did
the Presidential Fitness Test,
one boy told me I was fired
because I didn’t run their laps
with them. They wanted me to
be like them.
But even these categories
feel shallow. You can’t skim the
surface in a few paragraphs of
the confusion, awkwardness,
joy, fun, frustration, and happiness this month provided.
Any hopes I would have had
for finding some way to capture my experiences of the
past month on the last day
were surely dashed. If anything, the last day was another
jumble of the aforementioned
emotions. The last day we
were understaffed with a nasty
bug hitting our classroom
and an atmosphere of heightened tension in the room with
nearly every student getting in
a fight at some point during
the day. I was on edge, worrying about who might go after
whom or if any kids would
elope. But there were also mo-

ments of love, like when Mark
sat on my lap and begged me
not to go back to school, and
sadness as I signed out for the
last time.
There’s a part of me that
wonders how the class will exist without me. It’s not that I
think that the students, teachers, and therapists in the room
I spent the last month in lack
object permanence—though
there is part of me that feels
that way—I wonder more out
of curiosity. I wonder how the
students act when there isn’t
a volunteer a few years older
than them in the room at all
times. I wonder how Mark
gets his math done or who
gives Jerome piggy-back rides
during recess. Perhaps it’s a little selfish to question whether
a classroom that functioned
perfectly well before I arrived
can continue when I’m no
longer in the building. But I’ll
always be curious about what
everyone said yesterday when
I wasn’t there for the first time.
Senior project leaves you
without a lot of closure. Sure, I
can visit when I have a day off
but for probably all of the people I came into contact with
this month, our connection
is probably over. Our lives no
longer intersect. I won’t know
if Mark goes on to play football in college like he told me
he wants to. I won’t know who
goes back to their old schools
next September like all of
them hope.
And here’s where the object permanence comes in: I
want them all to get better at
controlling their emotions so
they can go back to a regular
school with their friends. I
want them to go to college and
get a job and get married. But
I won’t know, so I like to think
of my classroom at Great Circle Edgewood the way I left it,
the way it exists today even
without me there. They’ll have
their same schedule of PE
and lunch, math and recess.
They’ll still be marking off
smiley faces for all of the good
days they have. And they’ll all
try to be on their best behavior because, come recess time,
they’ll all want a shot at that
Minecraft computer.

Second ACSA meeting covers
schedules, substances, and suicide
(continued from page 4)

phased out the discussion
by saying that he viewed the
students at the meeting to be
a small sample and that some
students do actually go to
their counselors with personal
matters.
“I’m not telling you guys
what you think is wrong. I do
know that those things have
happened,” he said.
With around 15 minutes
left, Kesterson introduced the
final topic: student drug use
and prevention. A parent—
the same one who had asked
about flu shots—quickly
asked for Kesterson’s thoughts
on a drug testing policy.
Kesterson
responded,
“If it’s done, it has to be done
thoughtfully and in a way
that doesn’t initially seem like
‘We’re out to get you.’ It has to
be done in the spirit of caring
and helping. It’s been talked

about, more this year. I’d like
to continue to explore it and
potentially do something
down the line.”
He then asked for students’ thoughts on a drug
policy and more generally on
student drug use.
“I think that a big problem is that a lot of kids don’t
understand the consequences
of doing drugs. I think a lot
of kids think they’re invincible and that this stuff can’t
hurt them,” said junior Nick
Scheer.
“Honestly, if you were
to drug test, a lot of people
would be in trouble,” senior
Peter Soto said, only to be cut
of by a clarifying Kesterson
who asserted that it would not
be a ‘one and done’ system.
Soto went on to say, “A lot
off people who do drugs at our
school are making a bad decision, but are not bad people.

It’s just that we don’t want to
get rid of people who (use
drugs) because we’d be losing
a lot of SLUH. I think that education can be taken so many
ways by students, so I usually
see education as problematic.”
“It will take a lot more
research and discussion,” Kesterson said as the clock ticked
closer to 7:30 and as the inside
thermometer mercury continued its fall.
Kesterson said that he
hoped to talk more about a
potential drug testing policy
at the next meeting, to be
held on March 30. Although
the meeting produced a generally fluid and worthwhile
conversation, attendance was
noticeably down from the first
meeting, held back in November. Four more students, three
more parents, and six more
teachers attended that meeting.

photo | Patrick Enderle

While in Washington D.C. for the Pro-life March, six members of the Prep News staff found
time to visit the Newseum. Founded in 1997, the Newseum exhibits centuries of journalism
history with a heavy focus on First Amendment rights. Above, a memorial composed of
dozens of front pages covering the 9/11 terror attacks stretches two stories tall.

I18 closing convocation approaches
(continued from page 4)
funding.
“One of the big hallmarks
of SLUH has always been …
affordable education, the premier education for students
of all walks of life regardless
of their ability to pay tuition,”
said DuMont.
“How can we sustain and
even enhance our financial
capacity in the future?” said
President David Laughlin.
“Growing endowment is certainly a goal. When you do
that you open up a world of
possibilities for other achievement and initiatives at school.”
Those
achievements
and initiatives include faculty compensation, curricular
programs, and student learning opportunities, among others.
Some of the ideas generated from the visioning process won’t require funding,
like having faculty in-service
before block days in next
year’s calendar, or increased
faculty collaboration.
Meanwhile, other ongoing projects coming out of
Imagining 18 continue, such
as the Master Facilities Review, conducted by the architecture firm Hastings +
Chivetta to look at various
aspects of SLUH’s campus,
such as heating, cooling, landscaping, classrooms and office
space.

The Closing Convocation will begin following a
4:15 Mass. Like previous convocations, students will have
a presence during the night
greeting, helping with food
service, or performing.
The Closing Convocation will also feature keynote
speakers Dr. John J. DeGioia
and Rev. Tim Scully, CSC.
DeGioia is the longest-serving president of Georgetown
University, having held the
position since 2001. Scully is a
professor of political science at
the University of Notre Dame,
where he is also a Trustee and
Fellow. Scully founded the Alliance for Catholic Education
(ACE), which offers “exceptional academic, experiential,
and personal formation to
people aspiring to be teachers and ready to serve where
they are needed,” according to
ACE’s website.
The four other visioning
sessions and convocations
centered around six visioning groups co-chaired by a
SLUH faculty member and
an alumni. The groups—21st
Century Curriculum, Campus
Facilities/Sustainability, Campus Ministry/Jesuit Identity,
Counseling Services, Financial Modeling/Faculty Compensation, and Global Education—discussed ideas on
how SLUH could achieve the
“Big Holy Audacious Goal” of
being a model for academic

achievement and faith formation to the nation and the
world by 2018.
The Closing Convocation
was originally scheduled for
last September, but was postponed to provide more time
for implementation planning.
As the Prep News reported in
October, seven implementation planning groups made of
SLUH faculty looked at how
to achieve the SMART goals
generated from the visioning
process.
The
implementation
plans were submitted to a
steering committee comprised
of board members, administrators, and faculty to look at
effective implementation for
the ideas.
Unlike the Opening and
Mid-Point Convocations held
during the 2013-14 school
year, the Closing Convocation
will be only one night and will
feature no visioning session.
SLUH will certainly be
looking forward with Imagining 18 following the Convocation. According to Moran,
there will be ideas that came
out of the visioning process
that may not be on the table
yet but may come up further
down the road.
“Strategic planning and
strategic direction is not a
start-stop initiative,” said
Laughlin. “It’s more of an attitude and an institutional
process.”

Project Spotlight: Wilkinson School
(continued from page 3)
Moorehead and helped out in
a number of ways, including
narrating class plays, leading
the kids in singing songs, and
mentoring many of the students there.
“Even though a lot of our
roles were musically oriented,
we still had other jobs,” said
Nelson. “We would each have
an individual student come in
for ‘intervention,’ which was
a time before school each day
where we tried to teach them
the alphabet.”
The seniors and students
took part in the intervention

throughout the month.
“My boy made huge improvements to his alphabetical knowledge as the month
went on,” said Nelson. “He can
now point out which letter is
which on a keyboard.”
Tolish and Kiesewetter
helped set up the art room at
the start of the day. Once class
started, they would read a
book to the students and then
proceed to the art activities.
“Usually I either walked
around and complimented
kids’ drawings or I would sit
down at a table and socialize with the kids while they
worked on their projects,” said

Tolish.
Whenever the seniors
weren’t teaching, they helped
move the day along at the
school as much as possible,
which involved cleaning out
closets and organizing supplies—anything the teachers
couldn’t do during their own
time.
“Wilkinson is truly a fantastic school with a great staff
and deserves more volunteers
than in years past,” said Tolish. “The experience really
changes when there is a community of St. Louis University
High guys, instead of just one
or two.”
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Even in
losses,
basketball on
the rise
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Hockey survives schedule en route to Challenge Cup
photo | Dominik Skroska

BY Marty Johnson
SPORTS EDITOR

T

he season has been tough but
rewarding for the St. Louis U.
High basketball team. Although the
team has won just two of its last seven
games, during which they have been
outscored by their opponents 468415, the Jr. Bills’ play seems to be on
the rise.
“Our starts have gotten progressively better; we usually start off a little
slow,” head coach Erwin Claggett said.
“We’re still trying to figure out ways to
beat very good teams.”
The team’s week started with a
disappointing 67-56 loss to Hazelwood Central and then continued
with the Chick-Fil-A Classic at Belleville East. After losing a heartbreaking 65-63 opening game against Belleville West Thursday night, the Jr.
Bills rebounded nicely, beating host
Belleville East 61-58 the following
evening.
“We came out really flat in our
first two games,” junior point guard
Matt Nester said.
Nester thought the real growth
began in the Jr. Bills’ final game of
the tournament against Althoff, even
though SLUH suffered another close
loss, 73-67.
“I thought that the Althoff game
was when we really started to turn
things around,” Nester said. “I feel that
we’re feeling the best we have all year.”
Claggett was in agreement.
“We faced a lot of adversity on
the court and I thought guys banded
together and played their hearts out,”
Claggett said. “They did everything
that we asked them to do, we just
weren’t able to close the deal.”
Tuesday, the Jr. Bills took what
they had learned from their earlier
games and used it to beat McCluer
North 70-52.
Three-pointers from freshman
Mikey Sanders, sophomore guard
Brandon McKissic, and Nester gave
SLUH an early 9-2 lead. SLUH also established a good inside presence with
the solid play of big men senior Hunter Schmidt and sophomores Brent
Smith and BJ Wilson.
In addition to the trio’s offensive
performance, they also stopped McCluer’s big men from scoring.
“I thought the key in the North
game was that inside we defended
their big guy,” Claggett said.
Powered by McKissic’s gamehigh 20 points and the team’s sevenfor-eight shooting from three-point
range, the Jr. Bills built a 33-18 lead at
half and never looked back. With 70
points, the Jr. Bills had their highest
scoring game since Dec. 9 against De
Smet. Their 52 points allowed was the
fewest since Jan. 6 against De Smet.
“I don’t know a team with a
tougher road to districts than us and
I think a lot of this is beneficial to us
coming together before districts because those close games are where it’s
gonna count,” Schmidt said. “I think
we’re definitely figuring it out. We
played a very good McCluer team and
won by 18, so we’re getting there.”
The Jr. Bills are getting hot at the
right time, with districts just over a
month away. For now, the pain and
frustration from the last several weeks
seems not to have been in vain.
The Jr. Bills will look to capitalize
on their recent form when they host
Webster tonight at seven.

Senior captain Tommy Espenschied carries the puck up the ice against De Smet in Saturday’s 3-2 loss.
BY Tim Nile
REPORTER

D

espite a 2-1 loss to CBC and a 3-2 loss
in a traditional winter classic battle
with De Smet, the St. Louis U. High hockey
team had a strong wrap up to its regular
season, losing in aggressive battles.
In their last game of the regular season, the Jr. Bills—the second seed in the
playoffs—came close to beating CBC, the
number one seed.
Both teams had good scoring opportunities in the first period, but Warnecke
made a nice glove save on a CBC two-onone break. Shortly after, sophomore Luke
Gassett led the Jr. Bills on a three-on-one.
After CBC scored first, with 5:43 left
in the first, the team picked up its intensity on defense. Senior captain Tommy
Espenschied blocked a CBC shot with his
body, and junior Andrew Ott drew a tripping penalty with 2:26 left in the first. But
the Jr. Bills couldn’t score on the ensuing
power play.

The theme of the second period was
offensive intensity. A two-on-one opportunity for CBC ended when Warnecke fell on
the puck and a scrum of players in front
of the net. The intensity of the game only
picked up from there, and with 4:20 left in
the second period, junior Jonah Schwartz
scored to tie the game on the Jr. Bills’ tenth
shot of the night.
“It was sweet,” said Schwartz. “Seeing
the crowd go wild because I scored was
pretty nice.”
Though the Jr. Bills committed a tripping penalty with 1:02 left in the second,
the penalty kill was strong and closed out
the period by barely letting CBC touch the
puck.
The defense was a recurring strength
for the Jr. Bills in the third period, killing
the rest of the penalty from the second period. Junior defenseman and captain Steve
Lockwood also broke up a two-on-one opportunity in front of the Jr. Bill goal.
Though Warnecke made several im-

pressive saves on CBC breakaways, with
9:38 left in the game CBC scored on a twoon-one to go up 2-1.
The Jr. Bills had ample opportunities
to tie or even win the game, but a tough
call and a lack of execution got in the way.
Things looked like they would be tied
again with 6:34 left in the period, but the
net was coincidentally pushed off its pegs
by CBC. The referees discussed the situation, awarded no goal to the Jr. Bills, and
put a CBC player in the penalty box for
two minutes.
During the penalty, CBC was penalized again, this time for tripping, to give
the Jr. Bills a 5-3 man advantage. Unable
to execute on the power play, the Jr. Bills
ended the game with their heads held high,
knowing very well that they could compete
with the top ranked team.
“We played pretty well. It was a loss
on the scoreboard but it was a win inside
because we know we can play with them,”

continued on the next page.

Racquetball smashing its Wrestling dominates
Oakville; continues success
way to strong finish
BY Joseph
REPORTER

T

Reznikov

he St. Louis U. High varsity
racquetball team is looking
to cap off an impressive season
with an exceptional finish. The
Jr. Bills added two more regular
season wins with a 7-0 victory
over CBC and and 6-1 victory
over Lindbergh. The team also
captured first place in the Gary
Hendren Invitational last Saturday.
The match against the CBC
Cadets was no nail-biter—each
of the Jr. Bills breezed through
his game without any trouble.
Three Cadet no-shows, automatic wins for SLUH, also
helped the Jr. Bills’ cause.
A couple days after the
landslide victory over the Cadets, the Jr. Bills won the Gary
Hendren Invitational Tournament, slipping by the second
place Lindbergh Flyers 22-19.
“We played really well in
the tournament,” junior Charlie
Mueth said. “Lindbergh is some
of our best competition, and

they’re very talented with a lot
of depth so it was good we were
able to hold them off.”
Just three days later, the Jr.
Bills faced Lindbergh again.
Though SLUH scored a 6-1
victory, the games were much
closer than the final score indicated.
“Yes, we won 6-1,” said
coach Joe Koestner, “but we
won 6-1 with some extremely
close matches.”
One bright spot for SLUH
was senior No. 3 seed Ben Buescher, who played the same Flyer that he had lost to just three
days prior in the Invitational.
Buescher won convincingly, 1510, 15-3.
“He was hitting some really
great shots. The other guy didn’t
stand a chance,” said junior Tim
Juergens of Buescher’s match.
Juergens had an interesting match himself against the
Flyers. He came out looking
strong, winning the first game
15-7, but lost all of his mo-

continued on the next page.

BY Mick Callahan
REPORTER

T

also had to wrestle with minor injuries. But the team still
managed a nine-man roster
for the tournament.
Every wrestler placed
and six of the nine medaled.
Sophomore Danny Trittler
and junior Ben Schulte each
earned ninth in his weight
class. Mungenast earned
seventh in the 160-pound
division, and junior Justice
Binder wrestled his way to
a fifth-place finish at the
106-pound division.
The seniors led the team
to its fifth-place finish with
plenty of high-level medalers.
Seniors Collin Arroyo, Rafael
Robert, and Sigmund Gusdorf all earned fourth in their
brackets. Seniors Mick Callahan and John Sims both rallied to second place finishes.
“The difference with this
tournament was the overall energy of the team. I feel
like the team was really together in this tournament,”

he St. Louis U. High
wrestlers continued their
recent success at the MICDS
tournament and in a dual
meet victory against Oakville
on Monday night.
Last Friday night, the
wrestlers entered the massive
field house at MICDS to take
on the largest field of opponents of any tournament they
will compete at this year—a
group of 20 teams, including
Whitfield, McCluer North,
Kirkwood, and Pacific. Even
with a massive number of
opponents and high quality
competitors, the team walked
away with a fifth-place finish.
In addition to the three
weight classes the Jr. Bills usually have, the team was also
without senior heavyweight
Max Kavy (illness) and sophomore middleweight Nate
Henty (tournament limit).
Seniors Collin Arroyo, Mick
Callahan, Sigmund Gusdorf,
and junior Henry Mungenast continued on the next page.
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Run, Dustan, Run! Davidson, ’16, shines on national indoor track stage
BY Adam Vonder Haar and kansas, and a second place
Austin Klarsch
finish in the mile at Mizzou.
REPORTERS
Davidson’s first medal
ustan Davidson may be was earned at a Wake For16 years old, but his run- est University meet in North
ning ability is far ahead of his Carolina where he met one
years. Heck, Davidson’s run- of his toughest competitors,
ning ability surpasses many Olympic medalist Bershawn
college runners.
Jackson. Davidson ran the
In preparation for the 800 with a time of 1:57, placupcoming
track
season ing second only to Jackson in
Dustan Davidson has com- a race that featured a lot of
peted in and medalled in college athletes.
numerous indoor track races
The very next weekend
throughout January, includ- Davidson went to University
ing second place finishes in of Arkansas, home of the Rathe 800 at Wake Forest Uni- zorbacks. Davidson ran the
versity and University of Ar- 800 again, earning a new per-

D

sonal record of 1:56.2. Davidson’s new time has placed him
16th in the nation for high
school runners in the 800.
Davidson was again met
with talented competition,
one being Terrell Jackson,
a high school junior from
Memphis who currently
holds the record time for the
800 meter.
In his last race, Davidson
stayed close to home, only
travelling to Mizzou to compete in the Big River Indoor
High School Series against
other Missouri high school
runners that he will see this

spring. This time he was
joined by juniors Jake Lepak
and Robert Caldwell and
freshman Connor Worley.
Davidson ran the mile, and
placed second in the event
with a time of 4:26:24, which,
converted to a 1600-meter
time, beats his old personal
record.
Track and Field head
coach Joe Porter has been following Davidson’s indoor career from a distance. According to the MSHSAA rules, he
cannot be involved in these
trips until the official track
season starts. Porter, how-

Racquetall clips Flyers Hockey enters playoffs
as No. 2 seed
to stay unbeaten on
switched sides to give each
(continued from page 6.)
the season
team even time shooting on
(continued from page 6.)
mentum and lost the second
game 15-4. In the tiebreaker,
Juergens, unable to find his
rhythm, quickly fell to a 6-0
deficit. Taking notice of his
own struggles and sensing
his own frustrations, Juergens smartly called a timeout,
which allowed him to catch
his breath and receive a small
pep talk from Koestner.
“Doc was giving me suggestions on what I needed to
change about my game in that
instance which really helped
me,” Juergens said. “He got
me more focused on playing
my own game rather than
playing my opponent’s game.”
Juergens came out of the
timeout on fire and scored
11 points in a row to win the
match.
The doubles team of junior Charlie Mueth and senior Andy Warfield was also
impressive, winning 15-14,
15-14—in comeback fashion
both times.
“They really know how
to play doubles. They were
hitting a lot of shots we hadn’t
seen from opponents before
and they were just playing really smart,” said Mueth. “But
we really used our timeouts
to our advantage—calling
them at big moments which
helped shift the momentum
in our favor. We didn’t panic

when we were close to losing
the game; we just kept playing
smart.”
The close matches were a
reality check for Koestner.
“The difference between
us and our opponents is not
as large as it was at the beginning of the season,” said
Koestner. “We’ve got a lot of
work to do before we get to
the state and national tournaments later this year.
Mueth had the same
mindset as his coach and was
happy about the opportunity
to play against Lindbergh.
“(Playing
Lindbergh)
was a good taste of what
we’re going to see at Nationals because while we haven’t
had the toughest time dealing with competition in the
regular season; everyone had
a tough match against Lindbergh,” said Mueth. “They’re
deep and have a lot of really
good players—just like us.
I was happy to play against
them.”
The Jr. Bills have only
two regular season matches
left before the State tournament begins: against Kirkwood on Friday, Feb. 6 at
6:30 p.m. at Vetta Concord
and against Parkway West on
Tuesday, Feb. 10 at 3:30 p.m.
at Vetta Concord.

said Schwartz. “Their goal
was pretty weak because we
were out of position and we
did get that goal that they
called off.”
The Jr. Bills faced off
against De Smet last Sunday
in a Winter Classic outdoor
exhibition game at Shaw Park
ice rink under the lights. The
atmosphere was rowdy as
De Smet put one past senior
goaltender Ben Keeven minutes into the game. De Smet
scored again with seconds left
in the first period.
“We got it handed to us
in the first couple periods,”
said senior Jack Potter. “We finally realized that we do hate
losing to De Smet, whether it’s
exhibition or not.”
Keeven switched with
Warnecke halfway through
the second period, and it
didn’t take him long to make
an amazing glove save.
De Smet scored their final goal with minutes left in
the second period making the
score 3-0 going into the third
period.
The break after the second period allowed for the
team to regroup and fight
back against the Spartans.
Senior captain Danny Tarlas
scored the Jr. Bill’s first goal
early in the third period, giving the team the offensive
breakthrough they needed.
Halfway through the
third period, the teams

each net. This was due to the
lighting at the rink and the
nighttime atmosphere, it was
only fair to allow each team
even time on each side.
After the switch, the
Jr. Bills scored another goal
which resulted in the goal
coming off its pegs—and
a major fight—and players
from each team got ejected.
Espenschied
made
things interesting by scoring
a goal with a minute left making the score 3-2. The tie was
almost salvaged with a last
second designed faceoff play
in front of De Smet’s goal, but
the play was unsuccessful and
the game ended 3-2.
“We went into it as an
exhibition match,” said senior Jack Potter. “We had a
lighter attitude going into it,
so we weren’t as focused and
strapped down.”
The team starts its playoff run in a round robin
with De Smet, Chaminade,
and Francis Howell Central.
The Jr. Bills start things off
against De Smet at the Grindhouse on Gravois tonight at
9:45. Tomorrow they face off
against Chaminade at 9:15 at
the Grindhouse, and on Monday evening at the St. Peter’s
Rec Plex they play Francis
Howell Central. Despite the
late start times, the team expects a large crowd for the
playoff season.

Wrestling to face Hazelwood West Feb. 3 in last meet
(continued from page 6)
said Arroyo, who earned the
Outstanding Wrestler Award
along with Gusdorf. “I was
pleasantly encouraged by the
turnaround performances of
a couple guys who had struggled earlier this year and they
both got a couple good wins
that gave us some points to
get into medal position.”
The Jr. Billikens took a
bus to South County on Tuesday to take on the Oakville
Tigers on their Senior Night,
and came away with a 65-18
victory over the Tigers. Every point for the Tigers was
earned in a weight class where
SLUH had no wrestlers.
SLUH wrestlers won ev-

ery match at the dual—a total
of eight matches—and only
one match was not decided
by pin.
After freshman Andrew
Schwartz took a bye for the
Jr. Bills at 106, junior Justice Binder wrestled a match
one weight class up, at the
113-pound division, where he
made short work of his opponent, pinning him in the first
period.
After another bye at 120
pounds—taken by freshman Rory Butler—sophomore Danny Trittler wrestled
against one of the Oakville
seniors. The match was tight
in the first and went to the
second with Trittler down
2-0, but Trittler wound up

pinning the Oakville senior
to enthusiastic applause from
the SLUH parents section.
“I think my match and
Danny’s match really sort of
set the tone with a fast pace
and a lot of intensity that gave
the team a lot of momentum
to keep going forward,” said
Outstanding wrestler Binder,
who shared the honor with
Trittler.
After SLUH gave up byes
in the next three weight classes to narrow the score to 2418, junior Ben Schulte pinned
his Oakville opponent in the
first period.
Mungenast and Robert
both pinned their opponents
to combine SLUH’s momentum.

In the final match of
the night, Callahan wrestled
the only match not decided
by pin. But, Callahan still
secured the second-highest
value of victory: a tech fall
(a victory of fifteen points or
more) in his 18-2 win.
The final three weight
classes were all byes for the Jr.
Bills to make the final score
65-18.
The Jr. Billiken wrestlers
will compete in their final
home meet of the season on
Tuesday against Hazelwood
West at 6:00 in the Danis
Field House.
“I expect a massive student crowd for our Senior
Night: I’m really looking forward to it,” said Arroyo.

ever, still urges Davidson and
the other runners to be running indoor during the track
offseason.
“We encourage guys to
run races like what Dustan’s
doing, as a way to stay in
shape,” said Porter. “It’s about
trying to get him ready for
outdoor, trying to keep him
sharp and ready to race when
we open up in March.”
“Indoor track really
helps me prepare for the outdoor season, I’m getting used
to running really tough races
and racing against tough
competition,” said Dustan

Davidson.
Porter also says the indoor season is a good experience from a college scholarship perspective.
“It definitely helps him
getting recognized, it’s always
good to get your name out
there because a lot of it is recruting yourself ”
Davidson will try to continue his hot streak this weekend at Vanderbilt University,
where he will again compete
against Terrell Jackson. “My
goal is to break my record
from the spring (in the 800),”
says Davidson.

Box Scores

(1/16)

Varsity Hockey

		1
2
SLUH		 0
0
De Smet
0
1
SLUH: Walters 1 G

3
1
0

F
1
1

(1/19)

		1
2
3
F
SLUH		
0
3
3
6
CCP		 0
0
0
0
SLUH: Winkelmann 2 G; Ott 1 G; Pence 1 G

(1/20)

		 1
SLUH		
4
Vianney
0

2
2
0

SLUH: Knobbe 2 G; Tarlas 2 asst

3
0
0

F
6
0

Varsity Basketball
(1/22)

(Chick Fil-A Classic)

		 1
SLUH		 9
B. West
12

2
20
22

3
16
15

4
18
16

F
63
65

4
18
23

F
61
58

SLUH: Schmidt 21 pts, 14 reb
B. West: Dancy 22 pts, 13 reb

(1/24)
		 1
SLUH		 16
B. East
8

2
13
15

3
14
12

SLUH: McKissic 20 pts, 3 stl, 3 asst; Schmidt
7 reb
B. East: Pickett 17 pts, 7 reb

(1/26)

		 1
SLUH		 19
Althoff
20

2
13
18

3
20
16

4
15
19

SLUH: McKissic 24 pts; Smith 5 reb
Althoff: Gooch 23 pts, 9 reb

JV Hockey
(1/18)
		 1

2
3
F
SLUH		 2
4
2
8
FZW		 0
2
0
2
SLUH: Sextro 2 G; Hoffmeister 2 asst

(1/23)
		 1

2
SLUH		 0
0
CBC		 0
2
SLUH: Keeven 10 saves

3
0
2

F
0
4

		 1
2
3
SLUH		
0
2
0
De Smet
1
0
0
SLUH: Hoffmeister 2 goals

F
2
1

(1/25)

F
67
73
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Friday, January 23

Sophomore
Pastoral
Team discussed two ideas:
writing Lenten reflections
and developing ideas for the
prayer service on Feb 10.
Groups of two received readings to start thinking about
reflections, and sophomores
Sam Chechik, Joe Laughlin,
and Sal Vitellaro are leading
the Feb. 10 prayer service for
sophomores.
Students and teachers flew to Washington,
D.C. for the March for Life
on Wednesday, Jan. 21. The
March was on Thursday, Jan.
22. See page 1 of this week’s
Prep News.
Medical Careers Club
discussed getting club t-shirts
and also future medical opportunities.
Film Club watched Super 8 after school.
Sunday, January 25

different types of the school
schedule, including block
days, late starts, and Mass
schedules. See page 1 of this
week’s Prep News.
Cannonball Club met in
the Chapel to pray the guided
prayer The Call of the King,
which was adapted from Saint
Ignatius of Loyola by D. Fleming.
Chem Study had a few
sophomores come to S302 to
look over old tests, do Lewis
structures and symbols, and
practice stoichiometry.
ACES planned a trip with
the Staycation Club to see the
movie Selma and discussed
ideas for morning prayer. The
group also discussed a hypothetical classroom situation
involving sensitive language
that was a part of a case study
that ACES moderator Frank
Kovarik discussed at a recent
teacher workshop.

Mock Trial practiced for Tuesday, January 27
their trial, which was on TuesHomeroom Representaday, Jan. 27.
tives discussed selling Cashbah tickets to raise money for
Monday, January 26
the SLUH scholarship fund.
Thomas à Kempis Club The end date for selling tickets
celebrated Mass in the North for the “Gold Rush Raffle” is
American Martyrs’ Chapel.
Feb. 17. Freshman and sophoThe Advisory Com- more STUCO representatives
mittee for Student Affairs also talked about ideas for
(ACSA) had discussions new microwaves in the cafeteabout suicide prevention and ria and Mission Week clothes;

PINEAPPLE
Homeboy Industries clothing
is allowable attire for Mission
Week along with the normal
Mission Week apparel.
Students for Life reflected upon the March for
Life and discussed a few upcoming club events. On Feb.
20, Wash. U. Students for Life
President Katie Worley will
speak during activity period.
On Feb. 21, there is conference on abortion at Wash.
U; the cost is $5 per person.
A human trafficking speaker
will present at SLUH, and a
Chaminade conference about
pro-life issues will be held on
March 28.
Mock Trial cross-examined witnesses and defended
the accused at their first trial
of the season at the Clayton
County Courthouse. See page
2 of this week’s Prep News.
Wednesday, January 28

Members of SLUH going on the Arrupe Leaders’
Summit discussed sites to see
in San Francisco and an article on Pedro Arrupe, S.J. for
background before their trip
to Los Gatos, Calif.
Staycation Club planned
for their meeting with ACES
to go see Selma on Friday, Feb.
6, and they also are traveling
to Midtown on Feb. 20 to see
varied architecture along Lindell, the Arts Center at Grand,
and the KDHX studio and
to eat dinner at the Fountain
diner.
Junior Pastoral Team
discussed ideas for Junior Ser-

vice Day and for a multi-week
mini-retreat that would go on
during Wednesdays at lunch.
Chem Study congregated
in S302 to practice the wonderful art that is chemistry, including Lewis structures and
stoichiometry.

T

en
SLUH
juniors
crammed themselves into
a room at UMSL nearly all of
last weekend to compete in
the Global Game Jam.
The
juniors—Chris
Walsh, Michael Hayes, Brandon Long, Patrick Rottman,
Alec Keil, Patrick Broughton,
Tom Hillmeyer—are all enrolled in the AP Computer
Science course taught by Dan
See. Rottman organized the
group, and two other juniors,
Nick Bentz and Chip Austin,
joined to direct the art for the
game.
The Global Game Jam is
held worldwide, giving participants 48 hours to create
a game using different sites
across the world. The Game
Jam at UMSL welcomed over
200 participants and was the
thirteenth largest Game Jam
in the world.
All of the games created
by the participants had to be
centered around the question “What do we do now?”

SLUH’s game, called Turmoil,
offered different situations
such as encountering a tiger
and choosing the best option
for escape.
“There were percentages
added into the situations and
choices, and it was a lot more
than what was on the surface,”
said Rottman.
See’s AP Computer Science class helped to prepare
the students for the game jam,
where they used traditional
methods of coding.
“We were the only group
that hard-coded. We were typing each line of code where
other people were essentially
using design photoshop,” said
Rottman. “We went the harder, more-complicated route
for less reward and was a great
use for what Mr. See taught us
in the AP Computer Science
class and in the Java class.”
The students used Java to
run an applet to play the game
on. Other contestants’ methods included using the Unity
3D graphics engine to create
3D games.

Friday, January 30

Schedule M

Mix-It-Up Lunch
AP
Senior Service Project Reflections
Snack—Mini Tacos
4pm
C Blue Basketball vs. Webster Groves
5:30pm B Basketball vs. Webster Groves
6pm
V/JV/C Wrestling @ De Smet/Chaminade
7pm
V Basketball vs. Webster Groves
Thursday, January 29
Lunch Special—Hand-Breaded Chicken Strips
Pax Christi welcomed Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese
back the seniors from Project and discussed the movie
American Sniper.
Fishing Club met today
to plan for a tentative trip on
Friday, Feb. 13 at Westover
Farms in Steelville, Mo., where
they will stay in cabins Friday
night.
Poetry Club listened to
senior Thomas Hogan perform his three poems for
Monday’s Poetry Out Loud
competition and Nate Cummings perform his monologue
sonnet for the Shakespeare
Competition. There was also
discussion about a possible
Night of Poetry and Jazz during Mission Week.
Freshman
Pastoral
Team threw around ideas
for possible freshmen teambuilding events, including one
about a freshman mini-retreat
for the FPT.
Filmmakers Club recruited underclassmen to
work on finishing their preproduction for their films.
They also revised a member’s
screenplay and are working
on getting another screenplay
into production.
—Compiled by Sam Chechik.

Juniors jam in Global Game Jam last weekend
BY Keith Thomas
CORE STAFF

January 30, 2015
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Saturday, January 31

9am

JV/C Wrestling @ MCC Tournament

Sunday, February 1
1pm

Freshman Retreat Training

Monday, February 2
AP

1818 Registration for Seniors
Snack—Mini Corn Dogs
7pm
Mission Appalachia Meeting 1
Lunch Special—Taco Bar
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese

Tuesday, February 3

Schedule R

Schedule R

Juniors Kairos Retreat (through Friday)
AP
Snack—Mozzarella Cheese Sticks
8am
National Math Contest
6pm
V/JV/C Wrestling vs. Hazelwood West
Lunch Special—Meatball Sandwich
Vegetarian—Fish Fillet Sandwich

Wednesday, February 4
AP
Snack—Chicken Giggles
6pm
Founders Reception
Lunch Special—Country Fried Steak
Vegetarian—Penne Pasta

Thursday, February 5
AP
Snack—Bosco Sticks
Lunch Special—Papa John’s
Vegetarian—Black Bean Burger

Friday, February 6
Begin Tech Musical (through Feb. 11)
Mix-It-Up Lunch
AP
Senior Class Mass
Snack—Mini Tacos
5:30pm B Basketball @ Kirkwood
7pm
V Basketball @ Kirkwood
Lunch Special—Chinese
Vegetarian—Mac and Cheese

Schedule R

Schedule R

Schedule R

calendar | Sam Chechik

Racquetball recognized

photo | courtesy of Missouri Sports Hall of Fame

Patrick Rottman was part of The Global Game Jam which is
held worldwide, giving participants 48 hours to create a game
using different sites across the world.

There were many hours
spent in the small room at
UMSL.
“We spent a lot of time
in that room. Almost every
hour from Friday at 4 p.m. to
Sunday at 8:30 p.m., we were
at UMSL,” said Rottman. “We
went home late each night,
like 1:30 a.m., to sleep, but we
ended up producing a quality
game.”
“We worked very hard
and had the perfect team of
both intelligent programmers

and artists to construct a great
game,” said Broughton.
Although the event was
strenuous, Rottman plans to
participate in the next Global
Game Jam.
“It’s hard to set apart a
lot of time to do that with everything going on, but with a
forced scenario and a limited
time schedule it was actually
a lot of fun,” said Rottman. “I
think everyone else enjoyed
it as well. I’ll definitely do it
again the next time it occurs.”

On Sunday, the SLUH Racquetball team was honored by the
Missouri Sports Hall of Fame for winning four consecutive National Championships. This is the second consectuvie year the
team has been recognized. Above, Joel Brumfield, ’14 (middle)
and Coach Robert Hoffmann (right).

Senior Project Spotlight: Central Institute for the Deaf
(continued from page 3)

mostly to make sure kids were
participating,” said Buescher.
After gym, the students
went to snack time, where the
teachers tried to keep the kids
talking to improve their skills.
Throughout the day, we
had to encourage them,” said
Buescher. “They can’t just hold
out their juice box. They have
to say, ‘Can you help?’ or ‘Can
you open this?’ With most
preschoolers you can probably
just play Legos with them, but
with these guys, you have to

keep them talking the entire
time because that’s their biggest challenge.”
After snack, the kids
went to several different stations, which involved painting, reading, doing puzzles,
and making crafts. Next, the
kids had recess where they
enjoyed playing tag with the
SLUH boys. The day featured
one snack, two station sessions, two recesses, and one
session of “My Gym.”
The only part of the kids’
day that did not involve the

SLUH students was audiology,
where the kids received oneon-one attention from teachers on listening and speaking.
“Just in the time that I
was there—since all of the
teachers were women—some
of the kids really opened up
to me and Adam and grew to
be attached to us because we
were male figures,” said Buescher.
One of Buescher’s students was a Chinese girl who
could only hear out of one
ear. Although she was fluent

in Mandarin, she knew little
English.
“When I got there, they
told us, ‘She never smiles.
She never talks.’ She literally
sat and did not do anything,”
said Buescher. “After about
two weeks, she got this huge
smile whenever she saw me or
Adam.”
Buescher also noted
that she started participating
more often in all activities and
heard her speak her first English words on her own.
“That was really cool,”

said Buescher. “It was really
cool to see the kids overcome
their disabilities.”
Buescher noted that he
learned a great deal about cochlear implants while at CID.
“I didn’t know how good
technology for this has become,” said Buescher. “There’s
kids there who cannot hear
a single thing if they do not
have their cochlear implants
in.”
“Going in, I was expecting needing to learn sign language and expecting it to be

really difficult to work with
kids who couldn’t hear me at
all,” said Buescher. “I thought
it was going to be really difficult. It still was somewhat
difficult because some of
them can’t hear well, but every single one of them can
hear and at least respond to
their name—even if they can’t
talk. The main reason I chose
to do it is because I thought it
would be a challenge to help
these kids overcome their disabilities.”

