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2,856 gather at Chaifetz for Holy Spirit Mass

ACES looks to
respond, heal
with forum
on Ferguson

Mass included Jesuit communities from Loyola, SLU, SLUH, and De Smet
BY Jack Kiehl
NEWS EDITOR

O

ver 2,800 members of the
St. Louis Jesuit communities from St. Louis University, St. Louis U. High, Loyola
Academy, and De Smet Jesuit
High School joined together
at the Chaifetz arena at St.
Louis University yesterday to
celebrate the Mass of the Holy
Spirit.
The Mass, which started
at 11 a.m., was presided over
by Paul V. Stark, S.J., Vice
President of Mission & Ministry of St. Louis University.
Ronald A. Mercier, S.J., Provincial of the USA Central
and Southern Province of
the Society of Jesus, gave the
homily.
The special Mass schedule for the event began with
homeroom at 8:30, where
everyone received their shirts
for the Mass. The 1,250 red,
sweatshop-free, Americanmade t-shirts were designed
by campus minister Dan Finucane using the logo of the
new Central and Southern
Province.
After homeroom, seniors and juniors then went

BY Nolen Doorack
CORE STAFF

T

Ron Mercier, S.J., provincial of the new U.S. Central and Southern Province delivers a homily at yesterday’s Mass. photo | Leo Heinz

to a prayer rally in the Field
House and freshmen and
sophomores had breakfast in
the Commons, provided by
SLUH, before switching.
The prayer rally was led

by members of the senior and
sophomore pastoral teams
and featured a video with
greetings from the Provincial,
principal John Moran, President David Laughlin, and

students from the planning SLU’s campus.
committee. Theology teacher
SLUH had many repreDanielle Harrison also re- sentatives in the Mass.
flected on the Holy Spirit. AfStudent body president
terwards, students and teach- Tommy Espenschied carried
ers filled 25 buses to take to
continued on page 4

Gunn, ‘84,
brings life
to Marvel
Guardians
BY Sam Fentress
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

F

ew filmmakers get the
chance to direct a computer-animated
anthropomorphic raccoon in their career. Even fewer get to do it on
a budget of $170 million.
James Gunn, ’84, spent
his last two years writing and
directing a Marvel film adaptation of the comic book series Guardians of the Galaxy,
a zany, lesser-known saga
whose characters include a
talking tree and a cynical raccoon.
For Gunn, a longtime
Marvel fan and comic book
junkie, directing the film
was a treat. Although he had
initial doubts about turning
the comic into a major film,

James Gunn (left) directs his brother Sean on the set of Guardians of the Galaxy. photo | Marvel

Gunn says that he had an a-ha
moment on the way home
from a meeting with Marvel
executives.
“I shook their hands and
left the building,” said Gunn
in an interview with the St.
Louis Post-Dispatch. “Then
suddenly on the way driving
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home, the whole thing came
to me.”
Gunn put together a
comprehensive
document
explaining what he would
do were he the director. He
included his vision for costumes, music, cinematography—in short, how Guard-
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Jr. Bill + Celt = Bob O’Connell?
History teacher is now Kennedy’s
varsity soccer coach. Page 6
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Mass for the masses
To help boost attendance,
Wednesday Mass has been
moved to activity period. Page 2

ians would look and feel.
Directors of superhero
blockbusters like Guardians
often have limited freedom—
they are required to stick to a
certain recipe, one that will
make their superhero movie
feel like most other superhero
movies. In the case of Guard-
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A new NHS era begins
Chuck Hussung and Mary Michalski bring enthusiasm, new
ideas to NHS. Page 2
Fresh faces, part 2
The second batch of new teachers
tell their stories and what they’re
excited about at SLUH . Page 5

ians, Gunn had an unprecedented amount of creative
liberty with the look and feel
of the film. His personality comes through the movie
most visibly in the film’s humor and musical choices. The
soundtrack, which itself plays
a part in the story of the film,
is made up mainly of 70s pop
hits.
“I started the process by
reading the Billboard charts
for all of the top hits of the
'70s,” Gunn said in an interview with Vulture, an online movies-and-TV blog. “I
downloaded a few hundred
songs, and from that made
an iTunes playlist of about
120 songs, which fit the movie tonally. I would listen to
the playlist on my speakers
around the house—sometimes I would be inspired
to create a scene around a
song, and other times I had
a scene that needed music
and I would listen through
the playlist, visualizing various songs, figuring out which
would work the best.”

continued on page 4

Bills post first win at Hillsboro
Footbills clip Hawks’ wings, win
first game of the season 56-14.
Page 6

Mass shared community
Little problems at yesterday’s
Mass didn’t overcome the power
of a community that cares. Page 3

he Association for Cultural Enrichment at
SLUH (ACES) held a forum
on Wednesday in the Si Commons, welcoming students,
parents, and faculty to join in
conversation about the tragic
shooting of Michael Brown
and the ensuing turmoil in
Ferguson.
ACES has previously
held forums and screened
documentaries, and the idea
for a forum concerning Ferguson came out of last week’s
meeting.
“We were talking about
a way to have this conversation on a larger scale, and
this seemed like a natural fit,”
said ACES moderator Frank
Kovarik.
Math teacher Dan Schuler opened the forum with a
prayer, talking about the importance of thought and conversation.
“Each thought has the
power to inspire action,” said
Schuler.
After the prayer, Kovarik
introduced himself and began
to list other cases like Michael
Brown’s, including Eric Garner and Trayvon Martin. He
told of his intrigue with the
case and his constant reading
of news articles, blog posts,
and Twitter feeds.
Kovarik, who marched
along West Florissant Ave.
and protested with blacks and
whites alike, ended his introduction with the questions
“How can we heal? How do
we respond?”
Kovarik showed two videos: one featured a woman
reading a list of names of
people killed by police officers, and the other displayed
a montage of the people of
Ferguson. Kovarik then introduced senior Brian Smith,
who spoke on behalf of Latin
teacher and Ferguson resident Jennifer Ice.
Smith shared Ice’s story
of drawing chalk signs with
her son and an African American teenager.
Senior Shayn Jackson
spoke of the importance of

continued on page 4
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seven SLUH students to participate

Wednesday morning Mass moved
BY Joe Slama
REPORTER

A

Junior Matt Fink (drums) performs at Wash. U.’s Kemper Art Museum with a Jazz U. trio.
BY Kevin Gerstner and
Sam Heagney
REPORTERS

S

even St. Louis U. High
students auditioned along
with 130 other aspiring jazz
students last June to participate in Jazz U, a St. Louisbased music education program that draws high school
students from all of the St.
Louis metropolitan area. All
seven were accepted, making
the SLUH presence nearly 15
percent of all students in the
program.
Band director Jeff Pottinger, who helped several
students prepare for their auditions, describes Jazz U as a
“Jazz Education program to
advance the building of artists and frankly, find the really
talented kids in the St. Louis
bi-state area.”
Seven kids from SLUH
have been recognized as those
“really talented kids” by the

instructors at Jazz U.L: Jake
Nelson, Nicolas Pitti, Andrew
Fix, Matthew Fink, Joseph
Hartung, Sam Pottinger, and
Sam Fentress were all selected
for the 2014-15 year.
The 53 students in the
program have been split up
into seven groups, which
will each meet for two hours
once a week to practice their
playing individually and as a
group.
“I get to meet more players like me in St. Louis and I
get to play more and become
a better musician,” said senior
Jake Nelson, who plays bass.
The program brings in
internationally-renowned musicians and educators to give
master classes and individual
instruction to the students.
“The other cool thing is
that some of the best musicians in the country will come
to play with these kids,” Pottinger said.

Each group is assigned
an instructor who will meet
with the group each week.
Jazz U’s faculty includes Cody
Henry (trombone), Andy
Ament (saxophone), Aaron
Lehde (saxophone), Adaron
Jackson (piano), Jason Swagler (saxophone), and Kaleb
Kirby (drums).
“When you play saxophone with someone who’s
that good at it, it completely
changes your playing and they
grow a lot through that,” said
Pottinger.
Students are appreciative
of Pottinger’s support.
“He’s just really great. He
pushes us all to be the best
musicians we can be. He and I
have even been talking about
making arrangements,” said
senior Nic Pitti, who plays
tenor sax in SLUH’s Jazz III
Band and Jazz Combo.

photo | courtesy of Stephen Lumetta

Mueller,
Klenklen, and
Keefe hold final
Sts. Peter and
Paul afternoon
Art teacher John Mueller, former French teacher
Dick Keefe and former registrar Helen Klenklen prepared food for Sts. Peter and
Paul on August 12 for the
last time. The three have led
a group nearly every week
for 15 years to cook for the
men of the shelter. Mueller
received a nice thank you
note that evening.

common problem discussed by SLUH students
is a lack of time for prayer due
to heavy academic loads. But
a recent change to the weekly
schedule may partially alleviate this problem. From now
on, the Wednesday Mass will
be celebrated during activity
period rather than the normal
7:20 a.m. time.
The move started as a
conversation between President David Laughlin and Carl
Heumann, S.J., who both expressed interest in making the
Eucharist more available to
the student body.
According to Laughlin,
they saw that “it’s a great thing
that the school offers Mass
at 7:20”; however, he noted
that many factors make this
option impossible for many:
meetings, zero hour, or carpool arrangements.
The obstacles noted by
Laughlin were also noted by

students and teachers who
attended the first Wednesday
Mass.
“I perpetually run late in
the morning, so I never get to
go,” said Latin teacher Jennifer Ice.
“More people will be
there,” said senior Thomas
Hogan. “Because if you’re in
a carpool that gets to school
at 7:40, then you can’t really
get to regular Mass, but now,
more people will have the option.”
Despite the number of
other possible conflicts with
the activity period time, many
events have already been organized around the new Mass
time, including the ALS Ice
Bucket Challenge and a STUCO forum.
“We’re making an effort to not schedule things at
the same time as that Mass,
knowing that our activity periods are jam-packed,” said
Campus Minister Meg Beugg.
The weekly activity period Masses will rotate cele-

brants, in contrast to the regular 7:20 Mass, which generally
is given by a particular priest
each day of the week. The first
weekly Mass was celebrated
by Ralph Houlihan, S.J., and
the second by Heumann.
The Mass is scheduled to
run about 20 to 25 minutes,
largely due to the absence of
music and a second reading;
however, the first lasted over
30. The next Mass lasted exactly 20.
Additionally, Laughlin
underscored that people need
not be afraid if they have to
enter Mass a couple of minutes late.
“They should just come
in, sit down, and celebrate,”
said Lauglin.
Over 100 faculty, staff,
and students attended the first
week, and over 50 attended
the second. Despite the drop,
Heumann expressed happiness with the first number.
“That would be 30 more
people than come in the
morning,” said Heumann.

Hussung and Michalski team up as
National Honor Society moderators
BY John Michael Fitzgerald and Leo Heinz
REPORTER, CORE STAFF

A

fter Kathy Chott stepped
down from her fiveyear role as the moderator of
the National Honor Society
(NHS) last school year to focus on her transition to the
photography club, English
teacher Chuck Hussung and
counselor Mary Michalski
decided to team up and share
the role as co-moderators of
the club.
Hussung was asked by
principal John Moran in July
to take over for Chott, then he
asked Michalski to co-moderate with him.
“I believe that Mrs. Michalski and I both bring some
great new ideas to improve
NHS as a whole, and I think
that we are going to make a
great team,” said Hussung.
One of these ideas is to
create a habit of welcoming
and inviting people who have
an area of expertise to come
speak to the school and offer

some enrichment in the form
of a speaker series.
“I think that this idea
of having speakers come in
throughout the year would
become very much appreciated. SLUH is a community of
people who cultivate curiosity
and I think that this would be
a great opportunity to serve
that desire,” said Hussung.
Along with this, Hussung
added that he would like to see
the club take direct involvements in academic integrity.
NHS is based on character
and scholarship, so Hussung
sees a direct link. Hussung
believes that other academic
integrity efforts have ebbed
and flowed due to leaders of
the movement graduating.
“In order to better ourselves in this aspect, we need
to set up a better structure so
that when we do lose some of
our more experienced members, we have a system in
place so we can continue at
the same pace without backtracking,” said Hussung.

With two new moderators in place, the student
members and officers have
played a crucial role in getting
everyone accustomed to how
NHS operates. For now, they
intend to keep programs such
as individual tutoring.
NHS overlaps very
much with the grad-at-grad.
The club has something very
similar called the four pillars which NHS is based on:
scholarship, leadership, service, and character.
“NHS, in the Ignatian
context, shows a lot of possibility and was actually the
reason why I became so interested in NHS as opposed to
other things,” said Hussung.
Michalski believes that
she will work well alongside
Hussung.
“I think Mr. Hussung and
I are just good partners. He
has some great ideas for the
group, and I’m a very detailed
person, so I think we’re going
to complement each other in
that way,” Michalski said.
photo | Nolen Doorack

Cecilia Rose
Anzalone
Born: August 24, 2014
Weight: 6lbs 13oz.
Length: 20 in.

Concert Notice
The SLUH-based Plywood Inspectors
are playing a back-to-school concert
this Saturday at Utopia Studios (39th
and Park Ave, behind Cardinal Glennon hospital). 7-12pm. Be there.

Chuck Hussung and former NHS moderator Kathy Chott eat lunch together after the Mass of
the Holy Spirit.
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Despite original skepticism, yesterday’s Mass was perfect community display
To the Editor:
have to sheepishly admit to
my own discouragement
from the beginning regarding
the news that our Mass of the
Holy Spirit would eliminate
a full day of classes this year.
Not only would this put me
behind schedule in all that I
wanted to fit into my semester,
but it would also mean a break
in the concentration we’ve
been establishing in my classes for the past two weeks. Cue
frustration. So, being a slightly
closeted pessimist, I naturally

I

took my seat at Chaifetz today
expecting something to go
wrong during this immense
undertaking involving much
preparation and collaboration, which would further justify my grief.
A few minutes in, there
it was. An issue with the microphone volume. And then
again, halfway through the
processional song, a Jesuit
without a seat. From that
point on I noted a violinist
arriving late, a small group of
students engaging in an on-

going personal conversation,
another student becoming ill,
more microphone issues, and
befuddled Communion-goers
crisscrossing lines and spinning circles all out of sorts.
But upon arriving back to
my seat after Communion, I
took another look around and
began to realize something.
Had the room not quieted significantly to allow those present to hear what was being
said into the malfunctioning
microphone? And when our
well-loved Jesuit was in need

of a chair, was he not met
with several people hurriedly
searching one out for him?
The punctual stringed players
had indeed happily welcomed
the violinist into their section,
despite her tardiness. A teacher had travelled a quarter of
the way around the arena to
place a hand on the shoulders
of our disruptive students to
offer them a gentle reminder.
The ill student was attended
to by several caring individuals nearby. And when I was
met with an obstacle course

to tackle post-Communion,
there was no shortage of polite students who stood aside
to let me back to my seat.
It struck me at that moment–here sat a room full of
good-willed human beings
who are all working to connect with and care for one
another. In light of recent local tragedies, as well as those
occurring nationally and
internationally, was this not
the most perfect show of the
interpersonal
relationships
we’ve built within our com-

munity? Today was a day to
recognize our connections to
each other, our dependence
on one another. Let us not
make light of that going into
this school year, but rather see
the benefit in truly caring for
one another as I saw throughout Chaifetz today.
Thank you to those of
you who made this celebration happen.
Sarah Rebholz
Fine Arts

Students build barn on annual trip to Barren Springs, Virginia
photo | Ms. Meg Beugg

BY John Schwartz and
Gaurav Nigam
REPORTERS

C

Students and faculty pose wih residents under the barn constructions.

ampus minister Meg
Beugg and theater set
and crew director Tim Moore
led seven SLUH students to
Barren Springs, Va. this past
summer for the annual Mission Appalachia trip.
Mission Appalachia is a
part service, part retreat trip
in which students immerse
themselves in another community to help out those in
need however they can. This
year’s goal was to start building a barn, which the volunteers made good progress on
in only a week.
Not all of the students
had experience working with

tools nor the desire to start,
but according to Moore it
didn’t hinder their ability to
assist the community at all.
“You just sign up and go,”
said Moore.
During their stay in Virginia, the volunteers were
working with the Neighborto-Neighbor program led by
a local community organizer
named Sam. SLUH has been
helping out with the Neighbor-to-Neighbor
program
for the last five years, when
Moore first started going on
the Mission Appalachia trip.
“It’s always different with
Sam. There is always something exciting in store for a
project,” said Moore.
The student volunteers

started their days early and
would set out to do various
jobs around the community
after eating breakfast.
In past years the volunteers have cooked for, cleaned,
and even taught members of
the local community. Sam is
the one responsible for finding people in the community
who need help and sending
over volunteers.
The workday usually
concludes around 3 p.m.,
when the SLUH volunteers set
out for dinner and nighttime
activities. Many of the local
sponsor churches had meals
ready for the volunteers, so
they were able to meet with
members of the local com-

continued on page 8

2014 graduates travel to Ireland with Kavanaugh and Hussung

Philip Cibulka and
Mick Callahan
BY

REPORTERS

E

nglish teacher John Kavanaugh took eight justgraduated seniors and fellow
English teacher Chuck Hussung on a scenic tour of Ireland, visiting many historical
and spiritual sites. The seniors
had each taken Kavanaugh’s
Irish Literature course.
The two-week trip started in Dublin, the nation’s capital, and included a number of
historically significant sites in
Ireland.
Hussung’s favorite town
was Ardara, located on the
northwest coast of the island
nation. The travelers visited
the Beehive Bar both nights

that they were in the town,
where the musicians and
townsfolk charmed the teachers and the former students.
The music was the same on
both nights: a man playing a
Bouzouiki, an Irish/German
instrument, and a woman
playing a traditional Irish
fiddle. Hussung, Kavanaugh,
and a few of the students sat
and enjoyed the music and
entertainment while a few of
the others had a conversation
with a local man.
“The music inspired me
to buy a mandolin of my own
to learn my favorite Irish traditional song,” said Hussung.
The group visited many
sites of historical significance,
though one eluded Kavana-

ugh for the second year in a
row. Skellig Michael, an island
to the southwest of Ireland, is
the location of both a former
Christian monastery and a
large population of puffins on
which the monks in the monastery would feast, but is in a
remote, hard-to-get-to location.
“To stand and see how
long the creations of the
monks that lived here has lasted and to wonder why it has
all endured is amazing,” said
Hussung, who had been to the
island on a previous trip with
former trip leader and English
teacher Bill George.
Due to the remote location, if the weather is too
windy or dangerous, the boat

to take tourists to the island
is unable to get there, and the
weather prevented the trip for
the second year in a row.
Since they could not visit
Skellig Michael, they decided
to go to a place that even Kavanaugh and Hussung had
not been to before: the Rock
of Cashel. It was a former location of fortresses built by
kings to rule from, but was later sold to the Catholic Church
to use for a parish and housing for bishops.
“The buildings of the
church were so fascinating,”
said Hussung.
The most significant
event of the trip, in Kavanaugh’s opinion, was visiting
Croagh Patrick, a mountain

photo | courtesy of Mr. John Kavanaugh

Kavanaugh and 2014 graduates in the streets of Ireland

on the western side of Ireland, for his fifth time. The
mountain is where St. Patrick
reportedly fasted for 40 days,
and is now the modern-day
site of many Christian pilgrimages. However, the sum-

mit of the mountain is not an
easy climb.
“What was neat about
that,” Kavanaugh said, “is that
everyone on the trip was able

continued on page 8

Russian students take part in exchange program this summer
photo | courtesy of Mr. Joe Komos

Charlie Mueth and
Trevor Scott
BY

STAFF, REPORTER

O

Students pose in front of St. Basil’s Cathedral in Moscow, Russia.

ver the summer, 13 St.
Louis U. High seniors
travelled to Russia to take part
in an exchange program with
the Gimnaziya, a high school
in St. Petersburg with a strong
English program. The group
departed St. Louis on June 16
and returned home on July 1.
The students spent two
weeks in St. Petersburg with
their host families, where they
attended classes in the mornings at the Gimnaziya and explored landmarks in the city
in the afternoon.
According to Russian
teacher Rob Chura, who
chaperoned the trip, the group
first struggled to overcome
the language barrier.
“It’s always going to be a

shock at first,” said Chura. “It’s
24 hours all around you. After
the first couple days, it kind
of starts to slow down and
you can see everybody getting
more comfortable.”
After their time in St. Petersburg, the students spent
three days in Moscow. They
visited several traditional
landmarks there, including
the Red Square and St. Basil’s
Cathedral.
“Everything went well,”
said Chura. “The host families
were good. Everybody got a
lot out of the opportunity to
experience the culture and use
their Russian. In the classes
each day, I could see great
progress from everybody. It
was perfect really. There were
no bumps in the road or anything.”
“It was definitely a very
different experience,” said se-

nior Steven Roth. “Overall, if
you’re trying to improve with
the language, it is a really good
experience living with a host
family.”
Vice President of Administration Joe Komos also
joined the students toward
the end of the trip, as his son,
Will, was a student on the trip.
“The interaction between
the American group and the
Russian kids was really fun
and really enjoyable,” said
senior Garret Fox. “I had a
wonderful experience there.
The trip as a whole was really
well organized and planned
out. I had a great time, and I
thought I learned a lot, too.”
To complete the exchange, in the spring each of
the SLUH students will host
the same Russian student who
hosted them.
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Mass of the Holy Spirit first of its kind at SLU, four schools attend
(continued from page 1)
SLUH’s banner in the opening
procession and Tim Kieras,
S.J., served as the crucifer, carrying the processional cross—
the same cross that was used
in 1999 when Pope John Paul
II visited St. Louis.
Senior Shayn Jackson
proclaimed the second reading.
Two students from each
school read the petitions
with each petition being in
a different language. Senior
Jack Kiehl read a petition in
French and senior Garret Fox
read a petition in Russian.
“In the gospel stories of
Pentecost, Jesus said he was
going to send an advocate and
one of the signs of the spirit
was all of the apostles were
speaking in different languages but able to understand each
other,” said campus minister
Meg Beugg. “(It’s also) because our communities represent many people from many
different nations.”
SLUH musicians and
singers joined with members
from the other schools to
form the choir and band. Junior Joe Schultz, senior Sam
Gerbic, and senior Emil Beckford had solos.

Gerbic brought up the
gifts with his brother, a student at De Smet.
SLU provided everyone
with box lunches and, despite
the heat, there was time afterwards to walk around the
campus and have a chance to
talk to students from other
schools.
Planning for this Mass
began last October after the
Jesuit Province review last fall.
“In a discussion with that
team and Campus Ministry,
one thing we said was it would
be great to do things together
with De Smet. Someone said
we could have a joint Mass of
the Holy Spirit, of course we
would include Loyola, (and)
what if we included SLU?”
said Beugg.
Campus ministers from
SLUH, SLU, and De Smet
and the Loyola president met
and decided to get students
involved, serving on three
different committees: music,
liturgy, and outside activities.
The planning committee
met once at SLUH, once at De
Smet, and once at SLU.
“It was just an awesome
experience,” said Espenschied.
“The first day you get there

Drummers from different Jesuit schools play to the beat at the Mass of the Holy Spirit.

you’re kind of a little nervous
because there’s college kids;
there’s kids from all these different schools. It was kind of
awkward at first, but we did
some icebreakers. It was just
kind of cool to bounce ideas

off each other.”
“(There were) seventh
graders and college students
in the same room. We were
really impressed, especially at
the first meeting,” said Beugg.
“I would have been intimi-

dated in seventh grade. The
students of Loyola seemed
very comfortable speaking up
when they had ideas or opinions. There was a lot of energy
in the group.”
Beugg and Finucane

photo | Nolen Doorack

were happy with how the day
turned out.
“I am incredibly pleased
with the overall day,” said
Beugg.
“It was the best it could
have gone,” said Finucane.

ACES attracts 120 people to forum Gunn, ‘84, brings life to Marvel
on events in Ferguson
Guardians with humor and music
photo | Nolen Doorack

(continued from page 1)

speech and shared a recent
experience of racism in his
own life.
“We don’t intend to say
things that hurt people,” said
Jackson. “We aren’t perfect,
but sometimes we need to
look at what we are saying,
those little jokes, and see them
from another’s point of view.”
Senior Perri Johnson
shared his experiences of being the son of a police officer.
Johnson encouraged people
to put aside negative and generalized views of police officers.
“Actions of some police
officers don’t accurately represent the police force as a
whole,” said Johnson.
Besides student speakers,
Kovarik welcomed Chaminade alum Demonte Johnson, ’12. Demonte’s brother
Dorian Johnson is a two-year
Ferguson resident who was
with Michael Brown when
he was shot and killed; he has
been interviewed by news
outlets, and is in protective
custody.
“The hardest thing has
been the national attention
on not only the case but also
our family,” said Demonte.
“We have to tiptoe around …
the media has skewed many
things, and that’s hard for us.”
After Demonte answered
questions from the audience,
senior ACES president Andre
Colvin asked them to break
into small groups. ACES provided discussion questions
and prompts for the small
groups.
After the groups talked
for a while, Colvin invited
them to come back together

Senior Brian Smith talks in the Commons at the ACES Forum.
Smith shared a story from Latin teacher Jennifer Ice.

for a larger group discussion.
Schuler shared his experience of marching and
protesting at night. “This is a
result of people’s pain,” said
Schuler. “I could see it; finally
power was back with the people.”
The forum attracted over
120 people, including students from Chaminade and
Nerinx Hall.
One girl from Nerinx
said, “What gives me hope
through all this negativity
has been us having respectful

conversation, us being here as
students who care.”
Kovarik was pleased with
the turnout. He expressed the
importance of such a conversation.
“I think it gives people a
chance to hear the perspectives of people they have never met before, that may not
live in their communities, and
it may broaden peoples’ horizons,” said Kovarik. “Hopefully it helps us move forward
to greater understanding and
ultimately peace.”

photo | Marvel

(continued from page 1)
Another aspect that
made Gunn’s approach to
Guardians divergent from
other blockbusters is its surprising amount of practical
sets (physical sets built for the
movie, as opposed to computer-generated ones). One such
set, “the kiln”—a giant, intergalactic prison—involved
350,000 pounds of steel.
Sean Gunn, ’92, James’
brother, played a ravager
named Kraglin in the film and
also acted as the characters of
Groot (a CGI tree-man) and
Rocket (the raccoon) on set.
“They need an actor
there to play Rocket, so that
when the other actors are acting in those scenes, they have
somebody to act off of instead
of just staring at an empty
space, or having some cue
to read lines off screen,” said
Gunn.
Gunn prepared to play
the roles of Rocket and Groot,
even though neither his voice
nor his face ended up in the final cut of the movie. Because
of this, he spent more time on
set than any other actor besides Chris Pratt, the star of
the movie. (Pratt, of Parks and
Rec fame, plays space mercenary Peter Quill, who seems
to remind a lot of critics of a
1970’s Harrison Ford. Alongside Pratt are Zoe Saldana and
Dave Bautista; Bradley Cooper and Vin Diesel voice the
digital characters Rocket and
Groot.)
Sean Gunn said that acting as an inter-galactic space
pirate wasn’t a whole lot different than playing, say, Kirk
Gleason on Gilmore Girls.

Sean Gunn (bottom, kneeling) acts out his part as Rocket the
Raccoon. He was a stand-in actor before CGI was added.

“I’m just trying to find
out who is the character that
I’m playing and what motivates him,” said Gunn. “It’s
my job to get in his brain. The
process of doing that takes
imagination whether I’m
playing a character on another planet or whether he’s just
like me.”
According to Sean, the
Gunn brothers got along well
on set; they’ve worked together on projects before.
“Some directors are more
in the tyrant vein, and he’s not
like that,” said Sean Gunn.
“He’s very accessible to a lot
of people. My best memories
of being on set are doing a
lot of joking around with my
brother and with Chris Pratt.”
The film, which was released in the U.S. on Aug. 1,
has earned a great deal of

critical acclaim and financial
success, including an 8.6 rating on IMDb and over $500
million worldwide.
James Gunn is perhaps
best-known for penning the
screenplays to the two live-action Scooby-Doo movies made
in the early 2000s, but in more
recent years he has directed
such films as the gory horrorcomedy Slither (2006) and the
backwards indie superhero
flick Super (2009). He also
produced a video game, Lollipop Chainsaw, in 2012. (See
Prep News Vol. 77, Issue 6).
Sean attributes the movie’s success to James’ directing
abilities.
“(James) got everyone
on board with his vision.
That’s the main reason I think
the movie’s successful,” said
Gunn.
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Bruhn hired as athletic trainer to cover campus sports events
BY Kevin Thomas and
Xavier Ludwig
REPORTERS

K

im Bruhn has joined
SLUH as the school’s first
trainer.
Bruhn, now entering her
13th year as an athletic trainer, was hired over the summer.
Bruhn actually started
working at SLUH last fall,
when she was hired on a
game-by-game basis to make
sure a trainer was available at
all home games.
During the spring, when
resident school nurse Scott
Gilbert was busy with the golf
season, Bruhn began to work
more frequently.
“The spring, we realized, was a very busy time of
the year, and I was off with the

golf team,” said Gilbert. “So
I wasn’t on campus, and we
needed someone here to kind
of fill the role.”
Bruhn was hired over the
summer to work full time for
this current year.
“I covered all the games
for soccer, freshman football,
and basketball,” said Bruhn.
“And in the spring I came in
every day. That worked out
well enough that we’re continuing it into this year.”
Bruhn works closely with
Gilbert, who is working as a
kind of mentor and supervisor.
“It’s just day to day supervision,” said Gilbert. “And just
making sure we’ve got things
in place, and she’s assessing
kids and making phone calls

and reaching out to parents
and doing all the things that
the nurse does here at school.
I meet with her now and then
just to see how things are going. I’m also taking a look at
her assessments.”
Bruhn is at school every
day of the week from 3 p.m.
until 6:30 p.m. in her office in
the Field House, and is present at all on-campus sporting
events.
“Our hopes are that we
get students that visit her for
injuries that are a little more
chronic,” said Gilbert. “But
we are getting some kids in, I
think maybe more out of curiosity as to who she is, what’s
going on, and how can she

and prayer services.
In 1982, Burshek left St.
Louis and went to Denver,
where he taught for 20 years at
Regis Jesuit High School. In
2002, he returned to St. Louis,
where he became the treasurer and chief investment officer
for the Jesuits of the Missouri
Province.
“A very good friend of
mine needed someone to do a
job that no one in their right
mind would want to do,” said
Burshek of his work as treasurer. He remained in the position until 2008.
After leaving his job as
treasurer, Burshek returned to
St. Louis as the director of the
White House Jesuit Retreat
Center, which hosts SLUH re-

treats annually.
This year, Burshek has
returned to SLUH and will
teach two sections of junior
theology first semester and
two sections of senior World
Religions second semester.
Being the Superior for both
the SLUH and De Smet Jesuit
communities, Burshek plans
to have a large role in spiritual
life at SLUH.
In addition to teaching theology classes, Burshek
plans to be very active in the
SLUH community by working
with the pastoral team, helping with school Masses, and
organizing retreats.
Burshek describes his
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continued on page 8 Kim Bruhn wraps a JV football player’s wrist before the team’s game against Hillsboro.

After 32 years, Burshek returns to SLUH as Jesuit community Superior

Nick Gillan and Max
Prosperi
BY

REPORTERS

T

he theology department
is joined this school year
by the returning Jim Burshek,
S.J., who will be teaching junior and senior theology. Burshek formerly taught theology
at St. Louis U. High from 1977
to 1982.
Burshek joined the Jesuits in 1963 and studied philosophy both here in the St.
Louis area and in Toronto.
From Toronto, he returned
to St. Louis in 1967, where
he taught theology at SLUH,
served as junior class moderator, and was a prominent
member of the SLUH pastoral
team, leading retreats, Masses,

photo | Nolen Doorack

continued on page 8

Burshek delivers a homily to a sea of students at the Feast of the Assumption.

New face to old program: Huang
follows Tai as Chinese teacher

Veteran Jesuit Pinné joins SLUH,
teaching theology to juniors

BY Liam Connolly and
Michael Wiley

BY Matt Godar and Jack
Miner

REPORTERS

Y

ou may have noticed a
new face in the foreign
language office; after former
Chinese teacher Ching-Ling
Tai’s 27 years of teaching
Chinese at St. Louis U. High,

current Chinese teacher Yude
Huang will be taking over the
program.
Born and raised in Taiwan, Huang came to the United States in order to pursue
his Master’s degree in education from St. Louis University,
which he completed in 2009.
photo | Nolen Doorack

Huang talks to Jim Linhares after Mass of the Holy Spirit.

After graduating, Huang had
the opportunity to teach Chinese to the high school students at Lift For Life Academy.
He described his first teaching
experience as very challenging.
“(But I enjoy) pursu(ing)
the sense of accomplishment from my students,” said
Huang.
He stayed at Lift For Life
for five years until his recent
decision to join the SLUH
community.
Huang was drawn to
SLUH for his sixth year of
teaching Chinese because of
its popularity among the local community. Through his
work at the Chinese-American News, Huang has visited
the school many times, even
sitting in on Tai’s classes on
occasion.
In his first year at SLUH,
Huang plans to get a grip
on the many programs that
Tai has put into effect, from
the Confucius Classroom
to the Chinese Club. However, Huang hopes to expand
sometime later in his teaching
career, possibly adding an AP
section of Chinese to the traditional Chinese I through IV.
For the first couple of
weeks Huang has spent teaching here, he has felt grateful
towards the students for being
responsive and respectful and
also towards his colleagues for
welcoming him to his dream
job.

versity School of Law.
“He was always very popular with the kids and always
involved in things,” said Mihough Chris Pinné, S.J.,
chael Marchlewski, S.J., who
may be a new teacher to
has known Pinné since the
St. Louis U. High, he is certainly not new to teaching.
70’s.
Pinné is teaching two
“Where (the Jesuits) need
classes of theology to juniors
you is where they send you,”
both semesters, and he will
said Pinné, who has been inalso help out with Campus
volved in Jesuit education for
40 years. Pinné has served as
Ministry programs.
“He contributes his wisphoto | Leo Heinz
dom, his presence, and his
good humor—he’s a very witty
man,” said Marchlewski.
Pinné and theology department chair Rob Garavaglia have known each other
since Garavaglia was a volunteer for the Alum Service
Corps back in 1991. Garavaglia said he admired Pinné’s
willingness to set aside whatever he is doing in order to assist a student in need of help.
“I always enjoyed his humor, his social skills, and most
of his caring, his compassion,”
said Garavaglia. “He is very
interested in getting to know
you. If people walk by the theology office, they’re immediately greeted by him.”
Everywhere he has been,
Pinné has been loved for his
wit, compassion, and desire
for a relationship with every
student.
On what he intends to
bring to SLUH, Pinné said,
“Well, my carcass and experiPinné administers Holy Eucharist at the Mass of the Holy
ence.”
REPORTERS

T

Spirit.

the superior of Kansas City’s
Jesuit community, taught at
Rockhurst, and been the Dean
of Discipline at De Smet Jesuit
High School. Pinné has also
taught at Regis Jesuit High
School in Denver, where a
scholarship was created in his
name.
Before coming to SLUH,
he was most recently the
Chaplain of the St. Louis Uni-
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Jr. Bills feast on Hawks, run to a 56-14 victory
BY Marty Johnson
SPORTS EDITOR

T

he only thing hotter than
the upper-90s temperatures Friday night was the St.
Louis U. High varsity football
team. Led by senior running
back Andre Colvin’s four
touchdowns, the Jr. Bills ran
all over the Hawks of Hillsboro, winning 56-14.
The game started off
slowly, with both teams having to punt on their first possession.
“First game, there is always first game nerves,” said
head coach Gary Kornfeld.
But after senior punter
Will Komos’ 49-yard punt,
Hillsboro found themselves
pinned on their own 1-yard
line, where the Jr. Bills’ defense pounced on the Hawks’
poor field position. A couple
of plays into the Hillsboro’s
drive, the Hawks’ quarterback botched a handoff to his
running back, and the ball
hit the turf. Junior defensive
end Anthony Sansone got to
the backfield, scooped up the
ball, and ran it 31 yards for a
touchdown, giving SLUH a
7-0 lead.
Sansone’s fumble return
seemed to ignite the Jr. Bills
on both sides of the ball. For
the rest of the game, SLUH
dominated in every aspect.
The next strike came
with 1:24 left in the first quarter when Colvin rumbled 45

yards up the middle, scoring
to give the Jr. Bills a 14-0 lead.
“I usually start off nervous, but after the first hit I
was ready to go,” Colvin said.
But SLUH was only getting warmed up.
With about three minutes left in the half, sophomore quarterback Mitch
Batschelett kept the ball himself and ran into the end zone
from a yard out to increase
the lead to three touchdowns.
Less than a minute later,
set up by senior defensive
back Danny Tarlas’ first interception of the year, Batschelett found junior receiver David Jackson for a touchdown.
Adding injury to insult, Colvin powered in from four
yards right before half to give
the Jr. Bills a 35-0 lead.
Due to the large lead, Kornfeld decided to give freshman quarterback Christian
Perez his first varsity experience, putting him in the Jr.
Bills’ first offensive series of
the third quarter. Perez ended
up playing two series, completing one pass for 13 yards.
“It was a good experience, I did pretty good,” Perez
said.
“He went in and wasn’t
fazed by (the situation),” Kornfeld said. “He did a nice
job.”
The Hawks didn’t get on
the board until after Colvin
had scored his third touchdown of the game and the
score was 42-0; after a suc-

photo | Mr. Matt Scituo

Junior defenseive end Anthony Sansone runs for the end zone after recovering a fumble at Hillsboro last Friday night.

cessful two-point conversion
the score was 42-8. Early in
the fourth quarter Batschelett’s pass was intercepted,
the Hawks returned an interception 65 yards for a touchdown, but failed to convert
their second two-point conversion try.
But that’s all the Hawks
could manage. The defense,
led by seniors Brian Edwards,

Spencer Chipley, and Perri
Johnson shut the Hawks’ offense down, allowing only 8
offensive points in four quarters. Edwards led the way with
four tackles and senior defensive end Jack McCarthy added
a sack.
“Statistically, this was
a team that put up a lot of
points last year,” Kornfeld said
of Hillsboro. “I thought all in

O’Connell hired as head coach at Kennedy
photo | Dauphin Yearbook

Bob O’Connell coaches a B-Soccer game last fall. This fall, the O’Connell takes over as head
coach of Kennedy High School’s varsity soccer team.

BY Marty Johnson
SPORTS EDITOR

A

t St. Louis U. High, Bob
O’Connell wears many
different hats: social studies department chair, history
teacher, JV basketball coach.
This year, he has added

yet another hat to his collection, only instead of being blue and white, it’s green
and gold. Instead of coaching
SLUH’s B-team as he has done
the past nine years, O’Connell
will be the head coach of Kennedy High School’s varsity
soccer team.

For
several
years,
O’Connell has been interested
in coaching at a varsity level.
This June, his opportunity
came.
“(Athletic Director Dick)
Wehner sent me an email
about the opening at Kennedy
to see if I would be interested,”

O’Connell said.
O’Connell called Kennedy, got an interview, and
shortly after the interview
was offered the job. Kennedy
Athletic Director Joe Walterbach knew immediately that
O’Connell was the kind of
person he wanted to lead his
soccer program.
“(The biggest thing) is
his attitude,” Walterbach said
over a phone interview. “He
pushes the guys hard, but the
players all really respect him.”
“I like coaching soccer
no matter what level it is,”
O’Connell said.
During the school day,
O’ Connell will continue to
work at SLUH, but leaves after announcements to go to
practice.
O’Connell will take over
a team that has won its district
three of the last five years. This
year though, they jumped
to class 2 after MSHAA redrew districts. This means
that the Celts will face larger
teams such as Ladue as well as
powerhouse St. Dominic, but
O’Connell isn’t worried.
“I like the opportunity
to try and win something,”
O’Connell said.
Kennedy senior captain
Andrew Rogers believes that
O’Connell gives the Celts a
great chance to go far.
“I like the level of intensity he brings; it really brings up
our game,” Rogers said. “He’s
gonna lead us far.”

all, (the guys) did a great job
of shutting them down.”
Colvin and junior Rob
Caldwell both added rushing
touchdowns late to make the
final score 56-14.
Colvin finished the game
with 109 yards on 15 carries
and four touchdowns. However, Colvin credits his offensive line for his success.
“(Christian)
Stewart

blocked his butt off,” Colvin
said.
The Jr. Bills are off tonight, but will host Vianney
next Friday in their first home
game of the season. The Griffins routed Francis Howell
North in their first game 4213.
“They’re a big power
(running) team,” Kornfeld
said.

XC endures bad
weather, unusual
practices before 1st race
Lafayatte will be biggest
challenge Saturday
BY Kevin Murphy
SPORTS EDITOR

T

he St. Louis U. High cross
country team is looking
to “Defend the Tradition” at
its first race this Saturday, but
are doing so after a week of
abnormal training.
“We’ve been training
pretty hard, but this week
had been pretty rough,” said
senior Matthew Hennessey.
“We were forced to practice
indoors on Monday, Tuesday,
and Wednesday this week because of rain and heat.”
The unusual weather has
affected the practice schedule
and kept the team from doing
its hard workout this week.
Instead, runners completed
their runs on a Danis Field
House loop. This loop is different than their usual second
floor loop in the main school
building, which went over
well with the runners because
of the longer distance.
The last workout done
by the team was on Saturday,
which was a time trial for JV
and freshmen, and a fast-finished long run for varsity.
“We were looking for improvement from the alumni
race for the guys that ran it,”

said head coach Joe Porter.
“For guys that came out after
soccer tryouts, that was their
first race, so we’re trying to get
a little bit of experience before
we open up on Saturday”
The team faces a challenge this weekend on Saturday, competing against a
returning rival from last year’s
State Championship meet,
Lafayette.
“They’re returning a lot
of their runners from last
year,” said Hennessey, “but we
are as well, so we are hoping
to put up a good fight against
them.”
“Our preparation for the
next race has been about getting tough,” said junior Joe
Butler. “We are aiming in every workout to do better than
the last, and we do that by
staying healthy and being in
the right state of mind.”
“For us, the focus is seeing where we are at,” said Porter. “We’re not turning this
into anything more than a
starting point for us to learn
where we can improve, what
are our strengths, what are
our weaknesses, and trying to
get ourselves ready for later in
the season.”
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Getting to know your:
Swim Captains
BY Tim Nile and Patrick
Schuler
REPORTERS

A

fter an eighth place finish at the MSHSAA State
Championships last year and
losing only one dual meet in
2013, the Jr. Bills are eager to
improve in 2014. This year’s
captains–Hap Burke, Colin
Derdeyn, Andrew Irvine, and
Corey Santoni–are strong and
talented and looking to lead
the team to success.
Hap Burke
Burke is in his fourth
year of high school swimming
and his specialties include
backstroke and butterfly. As a
state alternate in the 100 Backstroke last year, Burke looks to
decrease his times and hopefully make State individually.
“Personally I’d like to try
to make State in either the 100
Fly or the 100 Back,” Burke
said. “I also want to work
hard. As a team I really hope
we can do top five in state.”
Burke also said he hopes
to “lead by example” and
“show the new swimmers how
we come and work hard in the
pool.”
Colin Derdeyn
Derdeyn is in his fourth
year on the team as well and
looking to lead the team this
year. Derdeyn has gone to all
three State meets in his time at
SLUH and last year he helped
SLUH take fourth in the 200
Medley Relay and 200 Free
Relay and also took ninth individually in the 50 Freestyle.
“This year, my goals are
to get in the top five at state,”
Derdeyn said. “I also think
our relays have a really good
chance to do well, especially
our 200 Medley Relay, which
has a chance of re-breaking
the school record,” (which was
set last year).
Derdeyn would like to
break his brother, Will’s, re-

cord (which is also the school
record) in the 50 Freestyle,
and hopefully win or come in
the top three at State.
Derdeyn wants to lead
the team by example both in
the water doing and leading
the sets in practice, and also
working out outside the water
before practice.
Andrew Irvine
Irvine has been swimming for SLUH since freshman year and this year is really looking to contribute.
Despite an inflamed rotator
cuff which has sidelined him
from practice the first few
weeks, he is looking forward
to the oncoming season.
“I really want to win
the MCCs for a fourth year
in a row,” he said. “I also really would like a good finish
at State, for sure top 10. Individually, I really would like to
make state in either the 50 or
100 Free.”
Lastly, Irvine said he will
lead this team by encouraging
its younger members to work
hard, while also keeping the
old members motivated and
focused.
Corey Santoni
Santoni is also in his
fourth year as a high school
swimmer and has ambitious
goals for the season.
“My goal for the season is
for the team to finish top three
in State. I think we have some
very strong swimmers on this
team and we could make a serious run for the State title.
My other goal is to make
sure we get an underwater
speaker system for this team.
I think that would really help
us keep up the intensity at
practice. I plan on leading
this team by just being one
of the guys and making sure
everybody is giving their 100
percent and swimming all the
yards in practice with me.”

Soccer drops opener 3-0
The Soccerbills started off the season last Saturday at
Chaminade; the bounces didn’t swing the Bills’ way. The
game ended in a 3-0 loss for the Bills.
Their second game was supposed to be Wednesday at
CBC, but the game was cancelled due to Wednesday’s thunderstorms.
The next trip on the road to state for the Soccerbills is at
Trinity High School in Kent at 6:00 p.m. today.
Photo | Courtesy Mr. Craig Hannick

Math teacher Craig Hannick and his eighth-grade daughter, Maggie, set out this summer on a quest to visit all of St.
Louis’s celebratory cakes. The most they managed to locate in
a single day was 26, on June 4. They located their final cake
(number 251) on August 5 at Ameristar Casino. Their favorite
cakes were those of the original Imo’s Pizza (where the statue
is on top of the establishment) and St. Joseph’s Academy (the
high school of Maggie’s choice), which has a “Where did you
go to high school?” theme. The Hannicks estimate that they
traveled almost 2,000 miles over the course of their mission.
Above, the cake at Six Flags.
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Prep News Player of the Week
Andre Colvin #32, running back (sr.)

Colvin ran all over the Hawks defense
last Friday night, rushing for 109 yards
on 15 carries. Four of the carries went
for touchdowns as the Jr. Bills won
56-14. Colvin is tied for second in total
touchdowns with four.

Senior running back Andrew Colvin streaks to the end zone on a 45-yard touchdown last Friday night at Hillsboro.

Staycation gets cultural at Festival of Nations
BY Rick Garner
REPORTER

O

n Sunday, Aug. 24, the
SLUH Staycation Club
attended the Festival of Nations in Tower Grove Park.
The festival is a gathering of
many foreign cultures present
in St. Louis and features food,
drink, entertainment, clothing, and other products from
the countries represented.
The Staycation Club tries
to go every year because “it’s
really a no-brainer,” according to moderator Suzanne
Renard. “There’s all kinds of
cultural things there right in
our backyard.”
“St. Louis is really special because we have all kinds
of festivals, so to experience
our city, you have to go to festivals,” said senior Matthew
Hennessey.
“One of our great riches
(in St. Louis) is this influx of
immigrants from all over the
world, and they’re on the cutting edge, I think, of renewing
our city by sharing their culture,” said Renard.
A highlight of the festival
is the cultural performances
on the stages throughout the
park. This year’s performances
included Irish step dancing,
belly dancing lessons, and a
demonstration of traditional
Buddhist prayer by monks.
“I loved the monks,” said
senior Connor Brown. “They

Staycation at the Festival of Nations in Tower Grove Park on Sunday.

came in, sat down, and just
started meditating. There was
a drum in the background
and the monks were chanting in their native language. It
looked very relaxing while being really interesting.”
As always, the favorite of
most club members was the
culinary offerings.
“Everything
smelled

fantastic,” said Hennessey.
“My favorite dish this year
was Spanish paella, which is
shrimp, oyster, chorizo and
vegetables on a bed of rice.”
“I love to try the foreign
foods they have,” said Brown,
“but my favorite was the deepfried Oreos from the American booth. They’re just an
explosion of warm, creamy,

chocolate goodness in your
mouth; absolutely something
everyone must try once in
their life.”
“I always try to find
what’s new, but my favorite
cuisine is always the Caribbean food because it reminds
me of home. It always takes
me back,” said Renard.

8

FAN FILM

Prep News
Volume 79, Issue 2

Friday, August 22

Yearbook met to introduce new staff members and
discuss plans for release day.
Monday, August 25

Rams Club met to hold
a moment of silence for Sam
Bradford, who will miss the
entire season, and discussed
their predictions for the season without him. They then
finalized sweatshirt orders
and began to plan away game
parties and tailgating for
the home games. A possible
group outing to the final
home game of the season was
also suggested.
ACES discussed the ongoing situation Ferguson and
reviewed plans for Wednesday’s forum.
Thomas à Kempis Club
met to read chapter nineteen
of The Imitation of Christ and
chow down on some chocolate chip cookies while doing
so.
At a Junior Class meeting, freshman retreat coordinator Tim Curdt, campus
minister Dan Finucane, and

Friday, August 29

Minutes
junior class moderator Megan
Menne spoke about noteworthy events such as the application to become a freshman
retreat leader and the retreat
sign-up, which is today.
The French Club had a
picnic of vichysoise, a thick
potato and leek soup, sausage, cheese, among other
French foods before attending
a French Mass honoring the
feast of St. Louis at St. Vincent
de Paul.
Tuesday, August 24

SLUH’s Admissions Ambassadors with the first names
starting with the letter A to J
met to discuss their schedule
for the year and to talk about
high school nights and other
important events coming up
soon.
There was an open gym
in the Danis Field House for
all students interested in playing basketball for the 20142015 winter season.
Students for Life met
for the first time to welcome
new members, talk about the
events for the year, and eat

snacks.
At the Moms and Margaritas Mother’s Club Meeting the Mother’s Club Board
presented an overview of all
the activities for the year, led
by Mary Anne Mueth, the
current president. Mothers
had an opportunity to sign up
for volunteering for various
events throughout the year.
Wednesday, August 25

The SLUH Politics Club
met in Mr. Corley’s room to
discuss the events in Ferguson, and found themselves
talking about the national debt
and the war on drugs, among
other topics, by the end of the
activity period meeting.
SLUH’s Admissions Ambassadors with the first names
starting with the letter K to Z
met to discuss their schedule
for the year and to talk about
high school nights and other
important events coming up
soon.
The first STUCO Forum
of the year was held during activity period in 215c. Though
sparsely attended, students

AP
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7pm
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Bruhn hired as athletic
trainer
continued from page 5.

help them.”
As an athletic trainer,
Bruhn’s job is to be present at
SLUH for all athletic practices
and games in order to evaluate
injuries when they occur, and
also to provide athletic tape
for athletes when they need
it. She also documents all of
the meetings she has with students.
“My daily job is coming
in to the training room from 3
o’clock to 3:45, and anyone
who got hurt during practice
will come and I’ll evaluate
their injury,” said Bruhn. “If
it’s significant, then we might
pull them out of practice
(and) do some rehab. Or if it’s
something they can practice
with, then I’ll tape it.”
“She’s very thorough in

tion challenges, and based on
how good a team’s cake tasted.
Watson and Weber had
to bake different themed items
from episode to episode, including St. Louis’ own gooey
butter cake on episode one
and a chocolate peanut butter fluff cake on episode eight,
which won them first place
in that specific episode. That
cake and its recipe are also
featured in People magazine
this week.
“It was such an honor to
actually be cast and have this
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity—just an overall phenomenal experience,” Watson said.
“We learned a lot about ourselves as people and as a team.
I was very grateful for that.”
Watson began baking
in 1999 at the age of 16 at a
summer job while he was at
SLUH. He currently works at
the St. Louis-based Wedding
Wonderland Cake Shop with

Junior Retreat Sign-Up
V Soccer @ Trinity
Back-to-School MIxer

Schedule R

discussed music for the mixer
Saturday, August 30
and events for the next year.
V and JV Cross Country @ Rand Siegrist
ACES held a forum on 9am
Ferguson in the Si Commons 1:30pm V Soccer @ St. Xavier
from 7 to 9 p.m. See the article
in page 1 in this week’s Prep Sunday, August 31
News.
No Events Scheduled
Thursday, August 26

The Mass of the Holy
Spirit was held at St. Louis
University’s Chaifetz Arena,
where students for De Smet,
Loyola Academy, and SLU
gathered for a combined celebration of the Holy Spirit, the
first in each school’s history.
-compiled by Jack Kiehl, Sam
Chechik, and Leo Heinz.
Note to readers:
Minutes is a weekly segment
intended to inform readers of
various events, meetings, and
gatherings around the SLUH
Campus throughout the past
week, and is compiled and written by reporters, staff memebers, and editors. If your group
would like to be included in this
segment, please send an email
to prepnews@sluh.org with subject line “Minutes Request.”

SLUH grad wins TLC baking prize of $100,000
BY Sam Chechik and Mitch Midwest. We were the only
Shorey
Midwest team,” said Watson.
STAFF, REPORTER
Watson and Weber were
t. Louis U. High graduate one of 25 teams to be cast for
Alfred Watson, ’01, along an audition in person, and
with his partner Lia Weber, TLC chose only ten after those
won The Learning Channel’s auditions.
“We took it one small step
(TLC) television show Next
Great Baker, earning them at a time. We started making
small goals,” said Watson.
$100,000 in prize money.
Some of the days during
Watson and Weber faced
off against nine other two- the show were either spent
decorating or baking a cake.
man teams on the show.
Filming the season took During the show, there were
about six weeks total, but Wat- two types of challenges: cake
son’s entire experience, from challenges and elimination
finding out about the show challenges. If a team did well
to the end of filming, lasted in the cake challenge, they
about seven months. The film- could go to the elimination
ing of episodes one through challenge, but there is a posnine took place in Hoboken, sibility of being cut if a team
N.J., while episode ten was fails the cake challenge or the
filmed in the Venetian Atrium elimination challenge. After
the end of each episode, a
in Las Vegas, Nev.
“One of my favorite parts team was cut from the comof being on national TV was petition.
Tasting elements were
to actually represent the city
of St. Louis and actually the aded to the cake and elimina-
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Weber.
“I just enjoyed doing it,”
said Watson, “I loved the fact
that I got to work with my
hands… It’s not monotonous.
It’s interesting and a creative
outlet. I guess SLUH actually
ties into the fact that a lot of
the things that I learned maybe not classroom material, but
just from friends of mine, other students, (and) faculty was
time management.”
Watson said that he really
respected and cared for SLUH
because of the fantastic education that it gave him.
“I learned that maintaining composure is everything
too. If you panic, then you
start to make irrational decisions that could ultimately
cost you the game or be it the
competition or whatever may
be involved, so I learned a lot
of that aspect from the education I received at SLUH,” said
Watson.

Future Minute

The Film Club will show Monty Python and the Holy
her work and she’s got great, Grail after school today in M220c. All are welcome.
sensible skills,” said Gilbert.
“Her documentation has been
wonderful and the other thing
I really like about her is that
her communication is phenomenal. And this is someThe Prep News’s neighbor publication, the Dauphin yearthing in this line of work that
medical people do trying to book, is looking to recruit new staffers to work on pages. If
keep track of students and interested, stop by the yearbook office (J222 in the art wing) afstudent injuries and talking to ter school today and speak to senior editor-in-chief Joe Slama.
coaches. That requires somebody to really be able to communicate often and to communicate well. And she has
been wonderful in the communication part.”
On page 10 in last week’s Prep News, a golfer
was misidentified at Scott Schaeffer. The golfer in the
Bruhn has enjoyed her
time at SLUH.
photo was not a SLUH student.
“I love it,” said Bruhn.
An article on SLUH teachers attending a peace“All the coaches I’m working
with, Mr. Wehner’s been great,
ful protest in Ferguson stated approximately 150
attended the protest. The number was estimated to
Mr. Gilbert, too. All the athletes have been very polite and
have been closer to 1500.
easy to work with.”

Yearbook seeking new
members

Corrections

Monday, September 1
No Classes–Labor Day
12pm B Soccer @ Chaminade Tournament

Tuesday, September 2
AP

Freshman Moms Cookie Sale
Snack–Giggles
4pm
C Soccer @ Vianney
JV Soccer @ Gibault
4:30pm C Football @ Fox
Lunch special–Chicken Strips

Schedule R

Wednesday, September 3

Schedule R
Freshman Moms Cookie Sale
Snack–Bosco Sticks
12pm Letter of Recommendation Workshop
4pm
CBC Swim vs. SLUH
Lunch special–Burger on Pretzel Bun
AP

Thursday, September 4

AP
President’s Ambassadors–Code D
4pm
V Soccer @ MICDS
Lunch special–Brunch for Lunch

Friday, September 5

Food Drive
Freshman Fun Day
Running of the Bills
9am
Mother’s Club Craft Workshop
AP
Snack–Braided pretzel
4pm
JV Soccer @ DeSmet
7pm
V Football vs. Vianney
Lunch special–Toasted Ravioli

Schedule R

Schedule R

Students build barn on
annual trip to Barren
Springs, Virginia
continued from page 3.

-munity.
“Nice, because it put a face to what we were working
for,” said Moore.
SLUH also gets to experience the community in ways
other than their work. This year Sam took the students
to a county fair, where they got to see a horse pull and go
on some rides. In past years, students have gone to minor
league baseball games or local picnics.
The work SLUH volunteers is highly valued by the local
community in Barren Springs, where they have been going
for years
“It puts a face on the people we don’t see to give a new
meaning of depth to our prayer,” said Beugg.

2014 graduates travel to
Ireland with Kananaugh
and Hussung
continued from page 3.

to make the climb.”
“The journey up felt like it took much longer than normal, but Mr. Kavanaugh said it was only about ten minutes
longer. The trip back down, however, took much longer and
the kind Danny Sullivan stayed back with me as I struggled
my way back down,” Hussung said.
Other highlights included spiritual sites that pre-date
Christianity, such as sacred burial grounds, as well as Christian sites such as the church of Monasterboice. They even
got to go to a Mass in Dingle that was celebrated completely
in Gaelic.

Burshek returns to SLUH
continued from page 5.

teaching style as interactional, with a tinge of the Socratic
Method. He tries to focus on trying to get students to think
for themselves.
“Fr. Burshek’s class is the most intriguing and engrossing
theology class that I have taken,” said junior Ben Schulte, who
is in Burshek’s Faith, Reason, and Revelation class. He likes to
have both high expectations of as well as a personal commitment to his students.
“A high expectation without personal commitment is a
guilt trip,” says Burshek, who believes that it is his responsibility to help his students meet his goals for them.

