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Racquetball captures fifth
consecutive National Title,
ninth overall
BY Joseph Reznikov and
Klaus Preusser
REPORTERS

T

BLUE SWARM: Over 800 students traveled to the Scottrade Center for the Challenge Cup. CBC defeated SLUH 5-1. Page 5

Mission
Week raises
$20,000 with
pancakes,
dodgeballs

Raising
endowment
at center of
Imagining
18 iniatives

BY John Michael Fitzgerald

Tech Ed is a series of articles that will, over several weeks, look at
various technology issues at SLUH in preparation for the implementation of one-to-one technology in the 2015-16 school year.
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continued on page 4

With devices coming,
wireless network readies

BY Nolen Doorack
CORE STAFF

REPORTER

t. Louis U. High students
and teachers spent last
week hurling dodgeballs,
shaving heads, and reading
poetry all for a good cause—
the 5th annual STUCO-sponsored Mission Week. According to STUCO moderator
Kate Toussaint, the school
raised nearly $20,000 without
the help of the annual Mission Week mixer, which was
canceled because of inclement weather.
The nearly $20,000
raised, which fell shy of STUCO’s ambitious $40,000 goal,
will be divided up and donated to Homeboy Industries,
Catholic Charities’ Ferguson
Aid Fund, and the Honduras
Project. Instead of a set price
for a given activity, this year’s
STUCO often gave the option
of open donation, allowing
for students to donate whatever they could.
“As always, I am so impressed with the generosity of

Tech Ed

BY Jack Kiehl
NEWS EDITOR

W

hen President David
Laughlin spoke at the
Imagining 18 closing convocation on Feb. 20, endowment growth was one of the
main areas of strategic direction for SLUH as it enters its
third century of existence.
The goal is to raise SLUH’s
endowment by $27 million
by 2018, according to a pamphlet given to attendees of
the convocation, with a focus
on maintaining the school’s
commitment to needs-blind
admission and financial assistance.
The school’s current en-
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ireless Internet has
been around since
Director of Information
Technology Jon Dickmann
and Assistant Athletic Director Tim Rittenhouse created
the first Saint Louis U. High
network almost ten years
ago, but the onslaught of users that will come with oneto-one technology next year
raises questions about our
current network’s reliability.
Updating has been a
constant process for Dickmann. In the last ten years
there have been four major
kinds of hardware changes
in the industry, with minor
changes occurring periodically. The biggest advantage
of each updated hardware is
increased speed. Dickmann
has waited to update access
points once new hardware
becomes readily available and
price drops low enough.
As the school moves toward one-to-one technology
in the coming years, some
wonder if the wireless net-
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February frenzy
A week-long giving initiative
draws $50,000 in donations from
young alumni. Page 3
News

“That’s what really makes it special”
Assistant Principal Becvar was
honored with 1818’s M. Cathlin
©2015 St. Louis University High
School Prep News. No material may Casey award. Page 2
be reprinted without the permission
of the editors and moderator.

work can handle hundreds of
new devices.
“I’ve been working at
(the wireless network) the
entire time I’ve been here,”
said Dickmann. “I’ve been
planning for us to move to
mobile devices for the past
four or five years. We’ve been
upgrading wireless hardware
here and there. Some of it is
just updating components
and some of it is planning.”
Many students have
complained about slower
wireless Internet connection,
especially in the Si Commons
during activity period and
lunch. According to Dickmann, traffic problems with
wireless Internet can have
multiple sources.
“During the day, we
could have 700 devices connected to the wireless network. … It could be there
are too many devices in the
Commons for the number of
access points in there,” said
Dickmann. “It could be there
is a lot of Internet use in other
parts of the building.”

Robotic outreach
RoboBills engage local schools
with Legos in STEM initiative.
Page 3
Letter: Reimagining 18
Students should have been given
voice in strategic direction.
Page 3

Sports

One win away
A win against Webster tonight
would put basketball back in the
State Tournament for the first
time in over two decades. Page 5
Sports

continued on page 7

Senior Kevin Schneier served to second-ranked Luis Avila in

continued on page 4 his quarterfinals match on Friday.
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he Saint Louis U. High
racquetball
program
claimed its fifth straight National title this past week—
the ninth National Championship in the program’s
34-year history and the sixth
in seven years.
SLUH won by a landslide,
clobbering the competition
with 3119 total points, while
the second place team scored
a meager 1894 points—a total SLUH had amassed with
two days left in the tournament. The victory is the most
dominant win in the history
of SLUH racquetball and the
most dominant win for any
team in the 29-year history
of the National Tournament.
SLUH is also the only team to
win the tournament five times
in a row.
Since the National Tournament was held in St. Louis
this year, SLUH had a major
home court advantage over
a majority of the 22 teams
competing, sending a total of
51 players to the tournament.
But, heading into the tournament, SLUH didn’t know
what to expect from some of
the other teams from across
the nation.
“We really didn’t know
what the Oregon teams and

some of the other teams from
the western states would
bring,” said Patrick Zarrick,
the director of the SLUH
racquetball program. “We
weren’t nervous, but we just
didn’t know.”
Obviously, SLUH had
nothing to fret about. The Jr.
Bills came out strong to start
the tournament and never
let up, moving a lot of guys
through the preliminary
rounds quickly and then finishing strong as well. SLUH
placed in the top four in every
division except for one, and in
many of those divisions, there
were multiple players in those
top four spots.
Zarrick was extremely
proud of his players’ determination and their performances over the course of the
whole tournament.
“It’s five straight days of
racquetball, so by Sunday,
half of the guys are walking around with ice packs
on their forearms. It’s tough
and takes a lot of stamina,”
said Zarrick. “The player that
wants it the most and tolerates the most pain ends up
being the most successful and
that was our guys a lot of the
time. It was a truly dominating performance for us and
I’m extremely proud of them.”
The SLUH varsity team
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Becvar receives 2015 M. Cathlin
Robotics drives education
Casey Award at 1818 awards dinner outreach initiative
photo | courtesy of David Laughlin

BY Joe
STAFF

T

Assistant Principal for Academics Tom Becvar stands with his family after the ceremony.
BY Jack
STAFF

Sinay

M

ath teacher and Assistant Principal Tom
Becvar received the 2015
M. Cathlin Casey Award for
Teaching Excellence—which
is the highest honor for a
teacher in the 1818 Advanced
College Credit Program—at
the annual 1818 Award and
Appreciation Dinner Tuesday.
As part of receiving the
award, Becvar gave a speech.
“I first thanked the 1818 program and my colleagues who
had nominated me,” said
Becvar. “But then I talked
about Sister Cathlin, whom
the award is named after.”
Becvar had worked with
Casey when she first came to
SLUH and remembered her
role in the English department. He talked about how
she was one of the first women
on SLUH’s faculty and about
his experience with her, both
of which helped him in his 35
years of teaching and administrating 1818 classes.
“When she came to
SLUH, it was a wonderful

thing,” said Becvar. “She was
a delight to be with, the students loved her, (and) she
helped break down barriers.”
The 1818 program has
been in existence since 1959,
but the award was created in
1978. In addition to Becvar,
three teachers from SLUH
have received it. The first was
Casey, who was honored in
the award’s inaugural year.
The second was social studies teacher James Robinson in
1979, and the third was English teacher James Raterman
in 2006. Becvar is the first
math teacher from SLUH to
be honored.
“I’ve been on the faculty
for 30 years with Mr. Becvar,”
said history teacher Tom McCarthy. “And even though he
is in the math department
and I’m in the social studies
department, I’ve worked with
him a lot.”
McCarthy helped nominate Becvar and had come
to Principal John Moran in
November with the idea. After Moran wrote a letter of
recommendation, McCarthy

garnered two recommendation letters from fellow faculty
members before finally asking
a few of Becvar’s students for
two more. He also received
help from Becvar’s son, math
teacher Dan Becvar, as he
went about gathering letters.
Becvar was not aware of
the nomination until February, when he had received
word he would be honored for
the award.
Becvar has been teaching in the 1818 program for
35 years, both as an administer as well as a teacher, and at
SLUH since 1973. He currently heads the 1818 program at
SLUH, and has done so for 10
years.
“I think he is as enthusiastic for the subject and engaging students as when he
first began teaching,” said McCarthy. “We’re just recognizing what he has been doing all
along.”
“I’m just honored people
took the time to nominate
me,” said Becvar. “That’s what
makes it really special.”

Slama

he St. Louis U. High
RoboBills, seeking to
give back to the community
with recently-awarded grant
money, hosted a workshop
for teachers and principals of
local grade schools in the robotics room on Sat., Feb. 28 as
the most recent stage in their
effort to introduce technology
programs to students in area
schools.
The Saturday workshop
aimed to provide the tools and
knowledge for a grade school
robotics program to the grade
school representatives attending. Computer science teacher Steve Nicollerat led the
workshop, assisted by RoboBills founder senior Eric Berg
as well as seniors Lewis Kelley
and Tommy Blackwell. Attendees were provided a Lego
EV3 robotics kit and guided
through basic programming
such as movement, turning,
and sensors. The teachers and
principals then took the kits
back to their schools to lay
the foundation for their own
technology programs.
Schools attending were
Loyola Academy, Christ the
King, Most Holy Trinity, St.
Ambrose, St. James the Greater, St. Joan of Arc, St. Margaret of Scotland School, and St.
Stephen Protomartyr.
The workshop was the

latest stage in the RoboBills’
project to extend STEM programs to grade schools. The
project began in March 2014,
when the club applied for a
grant through the Innovative Technology Education
Fund (ITEF). In their application, the club explained that
it planned to use the money
awarded to educate and involve grade school students in
technology.
“This money comes from
a program that’s supposed to
promote the development of
education and they’re big on
STEM—science, technology,
engineering,
mathematics,
that type of curriculum—for
us to take their money and
put it back into developing
what we started here at SLUH
in other grade schools,” said
Berg.
The club received the approximately $40,000 grant in
September.
Senior Project in January signaled the beginning
of outreach to local schools.
Because two target schools,
Loyola Academy and St. Francis Cabrini, had been selected
as project sites, the Robobills
chose to use this time to introduce students at those
schools to the initiative. On
four separate workshop days
at both locations, the senior
volunteers demonstrated to
students how to build and
program the robots.

The outreach program
continued with the Saturday workshop. On Thursday,
March 12, Berg will go to
Christ the King school, where
he attended grade school, to
present a robotics initiative to
a group of interested parents
and students.
The RoboBills are pleased
with the chance to give students this opportunity.
“This is an exciting program. It’s an attempt for us to
reach out into the community
and establish relationships
with schools through this robotic initiative,” said Nicollerat. “It’s a way for our kids to
go out and interact with the
community and it’s helpful to
our students and it’s helpful,
I think, to the grade schools
that we’re trying to serve.”
“The outreach program
itself is a terrific idea. It just
matches up terrifically with
what SLUH is all about, the
overall mission to be Men for
Others,” said RoboBills advisor Jeff Pitts, father of sophomore Danny. “They have
nothing around robotics, and
so we’re gonna be able to start
these robotics programs in
these middle schools. Robotics is the thing in education
that other schools are really
focused on.”
—Nick Messina contributed reporting.
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Sustainability accepts bird bath
designs for rooftop garden
BY Billy Balossi and James
Bricker
REPORTERS

T

he Jesuits aren’t the only
ones getting a new home
next to St. Louis U. High’s
community garden. In an effort to generate awareness and
participation in the SLUH garden, the Sustainability Club is
accepting student-made designs for an eco-friendly bird
bath for the garden.
“This year the students
in sustainability decided that
they wanted to look at the issue of the garden and find out
how many people know about
the garden and then how to
raise awareness in the garden”
said history teacher Anne Marie Lodholz, the Sustainability
Club moderator.
“(We) are looking for the
design that is creative, that
is practical, and that would
integrate well with the stuff
we have in the garden,” said
Lodholz.

To stimulate interest in
the competition, the club has
offered a $50 cash prize to
the student who makes the
winning design. In addition,
the winner has the possibility
of building the design in the
coming weeks.
While they are still currently accepting designs, the
members are happy with the
designs that have already been
submitted.
“We have one design
made out of hockey sticks
and hockey pucks; you could
tell it was on students’ minds
this week. We also had a really
cool one made out of soup
cans,” said Lodholz.
The birdbath design is
the Sustainability Club’s entry
into the annual Green Schools
Quest. This competition, run
by the U.S. Green Building
Council, promotes a culture
focused on environmental innovation within school communities.

“They are the organization that produces LEED
standards of leadership and Senior Lewis Kelley shows off a robot’s capabilities to a grade school representative.
excellence in environmental
design,” said Lodholz. LEED
stands for Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design.
In last year’s competition,
the Sustainability Club won
second place and $500 with
a project focused on making
Friday, March 13 – Basketball Bash
the school more efficient by
(half court, four players per team. Two 7:00 minute halves, 1:00 minute halftime)
insulating pipes in the base11:30 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. – BBQ Lunch
ment and locker room.
12:45 p.m. – Freshmen Play-in Game
Construction on the new
1:00 p.m. – First Round
Jesuit residence near the gar1:20 p.m. – Elite 8 (Part 1)
den has limited project ideas;
1:40 p.m. – Elite 8 (Part 2)
the birdbath was only one of
2:10 p.m. – Final Four
many ideas, including build2:30 p.m. – Dunk Contest (16 contestants, three tries)
ing a chicken coop. However,
3:00 p.m. – Freshmen and Sophomore Championships (main court – each half)
the club hopes to repeat last
3:30 p.m. – Junior and Senior Championships (main court – each half)
year’s result while also proMonday, March 23 @ AP – Freshmen versus Junior Champions
moting the school garden
Tuesday, March 24 @ AP – Sophomore versus Senior Champions
despite the difficulties. The
Wednesday, March 25 @ AP – Frosh./Jr. Champion vs. Soph./Sr. Champion
winner of the birdbath comMonday, March 30 @ AP – Grand Champion versus Faculty All-Stars
petition will be announced
within the next week.

Spring Break
Basketball Bash
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Letter
Is SLUH going corporate?
To the editor:
When did a quality education become a product that
needs to be marketed and sold
to thirteen and fourteen year
olds and their parents?
A school isn’t a business,
and yet, at times, it feels like
we’re being run like one. We
recently went through a rebranding, and Imagining 18
just ended, which involved a
lot of work from outside business people making plans as
to what the future of SLUH
should be. My issue isn’t with
the idea of planning for the future, just with who was planning for our future. Not students, but businessmen.
I’m afraid of corporate
involvement in our school.
It was the rebranding
that kickstarted my fear, and
only because of that word:
“rebranding.” “Rebranding” is
a word that conjures up images of a boardroom meeting,
with advertising executives all
sitting around and planning
how to change the way their
customers view them.
Imagining 18 closed last
Friday night with an extravagant ceremony celebrating the
hard work and visioning process of the many consultants,
business people, teachers, and
alumni SLUH brought together to create ideas for our
future. But the parts of their
vision that made me nervous
seemed to me to be a portrayal
of an ideal school that’s tied to
the corporate world by business eponymous scholarships
and split-time internships, a
school where everything is
strategically collaborative, except the student involvement
with their school’s future.
A quality education is a

messy one. It’s an education
filled with dozens of different
interpretations, ideas, and logos, not just a single sleek one,
above a professional looking,
personalized font.
But sometimes it feels to
me like SLUH is moving away
from this messiness, like we’re
taking measures to lose that
wonderful sense of everything
being all over the place. There
seems to be a lack of balance
between the corporate, logisti-

I’m afraid of
corporate
involvement in
our school.
cal world (the one that SLUH
is getting more and more involved with) and the artistic,
sometimes seemingly illogical
one that can be brought in by
the minds of artists, writers,
and most crucially: students.
The Grad at Grad, which
outlines the qualities that are
desired to be had by SLUH
students upon graduation, illuminates important aspects
of SLUH that could be endangered by this evolution.
In part two of the Grad
at Grad, which describes what
it means to be intellectually
competent, four lines stick out
to me. They say that “By graduation, the student already ...
is developing a curiosity to
explore ideas and issues, and
beginning to enjoy intellectual and imaginative pursuits ...
[and]is growing in awareness
of the global nature of many
current social problems surrounding human rights, ener-

gy, ecology, food ... and their
impact on various human
communities ... [and] Has
begun to understand some of
the public policy implications
of the uses of science, technology, and capital ... [and] is
beginning to confront some
of the moral ambiguities imbedded in values promoted by
Western culture” (lines 16, 24,
25, and 26).
Part five of the Grad at
Grad, which describes what it
means to be committed to doing justice, says that “By graduation, the student already
[should be] beginning to understand the structural roots
of injustice in social institutions, attitudes, and customs
... [and] beginning to realize
that the values of a consumer
society are sometimes in conflict with the demands of a just
society, and indeed with the
Gospel” (lines 56 and 64).
If these are some of the
goals SLUH wants its students
to achieve, shouldn’t they be
involved in this kind of planning?
Hopefully, we can deal
with these issues and questions that I have with our
potential future quite easily.
All we have to do is bring the
students into the conversation. Give the students a voice
about what the future of their
school should be, not just
some businessmen that attended here many years ago.
We weren’t a part of deciding what the new logo should
be, or a part in any of the rebranding. But we should be a
part in deciding what the future of our school is. After all,
it is OUR school.
Kevin Thomas, ’15

Quote of the Week
Man is not the sum of what he has
but the totality of what he does not yet
have, of what he might have.
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STUCO should be proud of engaging week
Despite a snowed-out mixer, the spirit of last
week’s Mission Week was immersive, engaging, and exciting. The work STUCO put into
the week was apparent, and students and
teachers alike delighted in the week’s activities, raising a hefty $20,000 for various organizations.
Part of this success came from bringing
together the school’s various clubs and organizations to encourage a communal attitude
of giving. Gadfly members sold cold drinks at
the Switchbar, faculty members dipped items

in liquid nitrogen (at a price), and Poetry
club members convened for a donation-based
night of jazz and verse. This diversity of sponsorship not only provided more opportunities for giving, but dipped into the pockets of
students who otherwise might not have been
involved in the week’s fun.
Overall, the week engendered a vibe of
positivity and generosity, important factors
for sustaining a healthy community. The editors of the Prep News are proud of that, and
STUCO should be too.

February Frenzy generates over
$50,000 from alumni in one week
BY Sam
STAFF

Chechik

I

n order to generate donations from more recent St.
Louis U. High classes, Associate Director of Annual
Giving John Penilla, ’99, created a program called February Frenzy, where the alumni
from the classes of 1990
through 2010 would have one
week to gift a certain amount
to the SLUH community.
From Monday, Feb. 23 to
Sunday, March 1, 531 donors
from the 20 classes raised over
$50,000 in the form of 539
gifts made through SLUH’s
new online giving system,
available through the school’s
website. The competition was
based on the number of gifts,
not the amount of each gift.
The program created
a competition between the
classes to see who would raise
the most money. The class of
’94 won overall, with 30 percent of the class participating,
68 total donors, and 53 total
gifts. Their prize was a premium pre-game tailgate before
one home football game next
year.
Sixty-one donors made
their first gift to SLUH, raising a total of $3,055, and 100
donors made their first gift
in the last five years (at least
since July 1, 2010), raising a

total of $6,020. The class of ’98
had the most repeat donors,
with 15.
“From our perspective,
when you look at the numbers
and 61 people gave for the
first time, that’s huge for us.
Getting people to give again
is so much easier than getting people to give for the first
time,” said Penilla. “There’s
some habit of contributing to
the school and understanding
what that does.”
“People only give to organizations that are successful, and we have to tell them
how the success of the school
continues to do that with their
support,” said Jeff Cernicek of
the Advancement Office. “I
think the work comes on our
shoulders when we have to
make sure that we’re still providing a top product in a top
school, and those alumni are
giving back because of that
reason.”
As for scheduling, Penilla made sure that February Frenzy wasn’t too close to
Cashbah, so that the alumni
didn’t need to give back-toback.
In order to create a personal effect, Penilla had “class
captains” send emails out to
their fellow class members
about the competition. The
class captains also used Face-

book, Twitter, and other social media to communicate
with their class.
“We came up with the
idea of trying to reach young
alums in a different way than
what we’ve done in the past,”
said Cernicek. “It was a calculated ask in a social media
way.”
The idea for this program
started when Penilla had an
analyst come in to examine
the financial data on donations based on each class of
alumni. Christopher Cannon,
President of Strategic Services
of the Zuri Group, an organization that “has helped nonprofits succeed through the
use of technology,” according
to its website, statistically analyzed the data.
Cannon found that while
the classes in the ’60s, ’70s,
and ’80s were contributing a
lot, the donations of the classes of the ’90s and ’00s “wasn’t
quite where it should be,” as
Penilla put it.
Due to the success of the
campaign, there are ideas for
an annual program like this
in the future. Penilla stated
that it might also include the
class of 2011 and even classes
that have graduated after that,
though the ’90s and ’00s classes would still be involved.

The Duke’s Men, back from Yale University!
“Mid-Winter Cabaret” this Sunday
The Duke’s Men, the top a capella group from Yale University, will be making a guest appear�
ance on the SLUH Choral Concert this Sunday.
The free concert, starting at 7:00 p.m.,�����������������������������������������������������
 ����������������������������������������������������
is billed as the “Mid-Winter Cabaret” with the audi�
ence seated with drinks and snacks at tables.
Some of the songs students and faculty will know are: “Colder Weather” by the Zac Brown
band, “Never Gonna Give You Up” by Rick Astley, “In My Life” by the Beatles.
The Duke’s Men will sing “And So It Goes” by Billy Joel and then Varsity Chorus will join the
Duke’s Men in the Miley Cyrus song “Party in the USA” featuring SLUH graduate Christian
Probst, ’12. Also appearing on the program is the Oakland Ave. Barbershop Quartet, who, with
Julia Pottinger, will reprise their Music Man performance of “Lida Rose/Will I Ever Tell You.”

~Jean-Paul Sartre, Situations

Christian and the Duke’s Men will also offer a Monday activity period preview of their Mon�
day night public concert in the Schulte Theater.
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Endowment growth, need-blindness focuses of I18

(continued from page 4)
dowment is $31 million and
increasing it would influence multiple areas of planning and growth around the
school.
Part of endowment funding deals with tuition. SLUH
has a tradition of needs-blind
admission, and endowment
helps to maintain the affordability of the school.
“If a boy is academically
capable to go here, he should
go here,” said Vice President
of Advancement Joe Komos.
A few years ago, Laughlin met with board members
to look at SLUH’s current financial structure. They found
that SLUH had an average
tuition increase of 9.4 percent
a year, and then assessed how
tuition would look in 2018 if
that rate continued.
“We said on our 200th
anniversary, if we keep doing
the same thing, how much
will our tuition be and what
will be able to give (in terms
of financial aid),” said Laughlin.
If tuition continued with
an increase rate of 9.4 percent
a year after 2011, the last year
there was a tuition increase
of over 5 percent, the tuition
for the 2018-’19 school year
would be around $25,816.
But over the past six
years, tuition increases have
fallen to under 4 percent
each year. This year’s tuition
of $15,400 was a 3.6 percent
increase from the 2013-’14
school year. If tuition continues to increase at 3.6 percent, tuition for the 2018-’19
school year is on track to be
approximately $17,740. SLUH
has effectively cut the projected tuition by one third.
“We’ve lowered the tuition horizon by 2018 by
probably $10,000. At the same
time, we’ve been able to triple
our financial aid,” said Laughlin.
According to Komos,
SLUH will offer $3.4 mil-

lion for financial aid in the
2015-’16 school year. Every
student has decreased tuition
from endowment and annual
fundraising programs like
Cashbah, parent drives, and
alumni funds. In the 2013’14 school year, the tuition of
$14,865 covered 90 percent of
the actual cost to educate each
student. In addition, many
students receive financial aid
from those programs, fitting in with the idea of every
student being able to attend
regardless of financial background.
According to Laughlin,
the school has reached a “certain plateau.”
“We’ve raised our endowment, lowered our debt,
raised our financial aid, and
lowered the long-term tuition
horizon,” said Laughlin.
The next step, then, is
continuing to grow the endowment, which can be used
to move different programs
forward.
“If you establish an endowment that is larger and
you use it responsibly, it’s
well-invested and you use a
percent of it for, in our case,
financial assistance, then other development efforts can go
more and more to move programs forward,” said Laughlin.
Some ideas stemming
from the Imagining 18 visioning process—like new
faculty practices—do not take
“program dollars,” as Laughlin called them. Other programs—like more immersion
trips, extended retreat programs, project-based learning, and exchange opportunities—would take program
dollars.
An increased endowment would therefore address
financial needs of families by
providing students who need
it with a more affordable tuition while also putting program dollars towards developing various programs for
the school.
Another area that could

benefit from endowment is
faculty compensation. One of
the original visioning groups
from the beginning of the
Imagining 18 process was
Financial Modeling/Faculty
Compensation, co-chaired by
Komos and Thomas Danis,
’65. A lot of the ideas coming from the visioning group
dealt with the affordability of
the school and how the ideas
coming from the other visioning groups fit into SLUH’s
endowment. The group also
looked at faculty compensation, though it’s something
Komos says they are still trying to evaluate.
“(We’re) making sure
that the total package of
compensation and benefits is
competitive so we get the best
teachers,” said Komos.
According to Laughlin,
the idea of endowment goes
hand-in-hand with debt.
SLUH currently has $13 million of debt, coming in part
from the F. Joseph Schulte
Theatre’s remodeling in the
1990’s, and the Vision 2000
campaign, which included
construction of the Danis
Field House and the Si Commons. While some schools
run debt-reduction campaigns, SLUH has refinanced
the debt so SLUH is not asking for money for debt retirement, though the plan would
be to pay the debt down over
time, leaving more room for
endowment growth.
SLUH’s net endowment
per student is smaller in comparison with other area and
national Jesuit schools, according to figures as of December, 2012. A Strategic
Thinking Case Study compiled by Assistant Director of
Advancement Ben DuMont
on issuu.com compared various schools’ gross endowment.
The report found that
Loyola High in Los Angeles, the school most similar
in terms of enrollment, had
a net endowment per student of $18,489. SLUH had

a net endowment of $7,450.
Area schools like MICDS
and John Burroughs have a
much greater net endowment
per student. The Case Study
found that John Burroughs
had a net endowment per student of $87,685 and MICDS
$138,622.
Komos has a spreadsheet
that outlines the school’s business plan up to the year 2020,
allowing him to feed data into
a model for the upcoming fiscal years and see how all of the
programs and implementation processes impact endowment and tuition.
“We’re trying to incorporate all these and understand how it impacts the cost
of tuition and how we keep it
in that three to four percent
range and at the same time
grow the endowment and still
have the endowment to support financial aid,” said Komos.
SLUH would need to
raise around $70 million to
achieve the goals coming
from the year and a half long
Imagining 18 process; part of
that would go to increasing
that endowment.
The $70 million amount
is a reflection of the Imagining 18 ideas, not a goal for a
capital campaign. Though
a campaign will most likely
follow, Laughlin currently assessing the fundraising potential for the ideas presented.
“Now it’s people reacting
to the direction but also gauging people’s support. What we
have to determine is: what’s
our first step in our strategic
direction?” said Laughlin.
“Out of that is what I’m sure
will be a campaign, but what
that is exactly will be a process
of discovery.”
The process of gauging
support includes ongoing
conversations with alumni
and various benefactors and
seeing what the level of interest is in the various Imagining
18 plan and seeing where that
support is coming from.

Over the past
few years, tuition
increases have fallen
to under 4 percent
each year. This year’s
tuition of $15,400
was a 3.6 percent
increase from the
2013-14 school
year. Above, the
tution rates over the
past 13 fiscal years.
Below, the percent
increase for tuition
over the same period
of time.

data compiled |
Jack Kiehl
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Mission week raises $20,000,
short of ambitious goal
(continued from page 4)
our community,” said STUCO
moderator Kate Toussaint.
“It is great to see everyone
work together to help those in
need.”
The nearly $20,000
raised, though short of last
year’s record $28,342, was
comparable to years past even
without the mixer. In 2012,
Mission Week raised a total of
$22,344; in 2013, $20,188.
This year’s events consisted of the traditional pancake breakfast, dueling pianos with Campus Minister
Brian Gilmore, the SwitchBar,
teacher dodgeball, and the
Mission Week Carnival.
Along with these classic
events, STUCO brought in a
few new twists such as SLUHber, a taxi service carrying
students up turnaround for
a dollar, Poetry Night, and a
hypnotist.
Along with these new
additions, the Mission Week
Carnival was split up into two
separate days in order to give
more people the opportunity
to stop by. The opportunity
to dress down was probably
the largest contributor, bringing in $5,000 on the first day
alone.

Teachers began to take
the fundraising into their
classrooms, too, auctioning
off things such as a chance to
write on the board in math
teacher Beth Kissel’s class,
which raised about $500.
Group dinner dates with Latin teachers Tim Kieras and
Jennifer Ice, as well as mutton chops for English teacher
Steve Missey, were also big
sources of donations.
“It’s great to see teachers finding new ways to raise
money in their classes while
making it fun for the students,” said Toussaint.
Unlike last year, the bad
weather didn’t hold off long
enough to keep the mixer
scheduled. Snow and ice
covered the roads, and it was
simply too dangerous to ask
students and guests to make
the drive.
“The mixer is usually a
huge boost to our donations,”
said senior class president
Jake Pizzitola. “It would have
been nice to have it, but we
still did well without it.”
With the weather taken
into account, this year’s Mission Week was a success.
“We had a great turnout,
and I’m glad to see it all going
to three really worthy charities,” said Pizzitola.

Wi-Fi ready?
(continued from page 1)

being able to use more data.
Internet provided by
the companies passes a firewall, wireless controllers, and
network switches, eventually arriving at access points
throughout the school. Students and teachers then connect their devices to those access points.
There are 62 wireless access points providing SLUH’s
wireless networks.
The wireless access points
are configured the same way.
A device connected to SLUH’s
wireless network automatically jumps to whichever access
point is either closest or to
whichever is giving the strongest signal.
Dickmann and Rittenhouse switched wireless network vendors in 2008. Since
then, they have continued
to update and expand the
amount of hardware.
Currently there are three
wireless networks at SLUH:
SLUHNet, SLUH, and SLUHGuestNet.
Deemed a “legacy network” by Dickmann, hardware is slowly being transferred off of SLUHNet.
“We are still working on
moving the last equipment it
uses to the network named
SLUH,” said Dickmann. “It’s
not used for any new devices.”
The primary wireless
network is SLUH and is used
for faculty and student devices. SLUHGuestNet is available for any guest who comes
photo | Patrick Enderle on the campus.
Updating the wireless
network at SLUH will continue, especially with more
devices in the coming years.
“Am I looking ahead to
our needs in the future and
planning for them? AbsoluteOne of 62 wireless access
ly,” said Dickmann.

Students in the iPad pilot
program said Internet problems earlier in the year have
decreased.
“I used to always have
problems with it connecting
to the right Wi-Fi when in
class, and it was so slow,” said
freshman Chase Kormanek.
“It’s all good now, though.”
The Information Technology team is evaluating
SLUH’s current Internet connections and considering
whether or not to increase our
available bandwidth. They are
also planning to add access
points across the building to
reduce congestion and increase performance.
In 2004 and 2005, Dickmann and Rittenhouse set up
SLUH’s first wireless network,
SLUHNet. Although its range
didn’t initially cover the entire
building, school-wide access
came in 2007.
Currently, SLUH has
three Internet providers—
AT&T, Charter, and Windstream working in tandem to
provide more bandwidth.
“It’s like opening up
multiple doors at the hockey
rink,” said sophomore Nick
Wilmsmeyer, who does work
grant in the Information
Technology room. “You can
get more people in and out
with less problems.”
The bandwidth provided
by these three Internet connections relate to more users

points throughout the school.
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Hockey falls to CBC in Challenge Cup
BY Tim Nile
REPORTER

A

pproximately 4,000 fans,
11 buses of students,
1,800 sweatshirts, and one
hockey team came together
Tuesday night in the Scottrade Center to battle for the
most coveted thing in all of
high school hockey: the Challenge Cup. But the Jr. Bills fell
short and had to settle for a
second place plaque after a
rough patch in the second period led to a 5-1 loss to CBC.
“We were pretty optimistic going in,” said junior Andrew Ott, “confident we could
take them down. It was great
to see all the fans. Four thousand fans, that’s amazing we
can pull together that much
support for the team.”
“It’s kind of a bittersweet
moment,” said senior Jack
Potter. “Growing up watching
all my brothers play SLUH
hockey for my whole life and
it’s cool to be in that position
as a senior, playing for a State
title, and we got that far. It
was just a great experience no

matter what the outcome. We
went out of that tunnel and
saw that crowd, it was unreal.”
Before the game even
started, the energy level was
high for the announcement of
each player and the national
anthem.
The Jr. Bills got out to an
amazing start, controlling the
puck, taking shots on goal,
and keeping it away from the
Cadets. An offensive highlight in the early first period
was when junior captain Steve
Lockwood carried the puck
the length of the ice, dekeing
out defenders only to get shut
out by the goalie. Junior Jonah
Schwartz also had a golden
opportunity but was stopped
on a breakaway.
Junior goalie Joe Warnecke looked strong early.
“Things didn’t go our
way,” said Potter. “It was just
unlucky. We played hard, we
were putting it on them first
period and just got a few bad
bounces and that shifted the
momentum. That’s how the

game works, it’s a fast paced
game.”
Five minutes into the
period, and the Jr. Bills were
outshooting CBC 6-1, but the
Cadets got a lucky bounce
and scored the first goal of
the game with 7:34 left in first
period.
“Once they got the one
goal on two shots it just kind
of ruined everything we had
going,” said sophomore John
Sieckhaus. “We lost our momentum. That one goal really
killed us.”
“I think we just kept
pushing through it,” said Ott.
“It was a little disheartening
to see them score on their second shot when we already had
seven on them.”
TV timeouts slowed
down the pace of the game,
which helped the Jr. Bills remain composed throughout
the rest of the first period
after CBC’s goal. The offense
kept creating opportunities
in front of CBC’s net, and
Warnecke made several nice
saves, two of which were five-

hole saves.
With 5:01 left in the
period, CBC took over. A
penalty was called on CBC
for slashing, but the Cadet
penalty kill team dominated the Jr. Bill power play.
Though SLUH led the Cadets 8-5 in shots on goal,
CBC’s domination of possession continued after the
Jr. Bills power play ended.
This
domination
turned into goal-scoring in
the second period. Thirty
seconds after a CBC roughing penalty expired, a CBC
player took puck into the Jr.
Bill zone. Flanked by three
Jr. Bill defenders, he still got
off the shot, which deflected off Warnecke’s stick and
into the goal, 2-0 Cadets.
“The second goal was
just a backbreaker,” said
Warnecke. “It just ramped
up my stick, it just went
in. I don’t even know how
to explain it. We had all
the momentum and then
the goal went in and it just
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Basketball advances to
District title game
photo | Leo Heinz

Junior David Jackson lays the ball up against Lindbergh
Tuesday evening at Webster Groves.

continued on page 6
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BY Marty Johnson and
Kevin Murphy
SPORTS EDITORS

S

CBC #14 Clayton Dawe scores against junior Joe Warnecke during the second period of Tuesday night’s Challenge Cup final.

Straight shooting leads Rifle to Nationals
BY Kevin Murphy
SPORTS EDITOR

T

he St. Louis U. High rifle
team capped off an undefeated season last Saturday by
blowing away the competition
in the State match and qualifying for the National Tournament in the process.
The requirements necessary for a National qualification were to win the State
match while shooting a score
of 2275 or above, out of 2400
points possible. The team did
so, handily beating its opponents and meeting the score
requirement with exactly
2275.
“It was a very good score
for this team and the highest
score that SLUH has shot in
two years,” said head coach
William Bresnahan. “The
team really rose to the occasion as 2275 is about 20 points

above their average this year.”
The team consisted of seniors Thomas Lally and Matt
Bates and juniors Sean Wohlstadter and Grand Ludwig.
Also shooting individually
were senior Brennan McFarland and junior Chris Walsh.
Lally led the team in
points with a personal-best
582 out of 600 possible points.
Following him was Wohlstadter, who scored 567. Close
behind him were Bates (565)
and Ludwig (561).
“Throughout the season
we’ve been working to shoot
that score,” said Lally. “We
had shot higher than that
score repeatedly in practice
before, but some of the guys
were a bit nervous.”
If any shooter had received one less point on any of
their 60 shots, the SLUH team
would not have qualified and
would have had to compete

on the regional level in order
to qualify, which is a much
harder task because of the inclusion of many strong teams.
The Jr. Bills will now focus on preparing for the National Tournament, which
will take place in June in Anniston, Ala.
“The juniors on the
team have been making large
strides in improving their
standing scores and I believe
will continue to do so,” said
Bresnahan.
Nationals is a four-day
ordeal, during which SLUH
will compete as a team, but
also on the individual level,
with hopes of putting a SLUH
student in the final top ten
shoot-off.
“Lally has now established himself as one of the
elite high school shooters in
the country,” said Bresnahan,
who believes that Lally is the

team’s most likely candidate
to be a part of the individual
competition.
SLUH will continue
to train the same way they
have all year, spending a few
hours after school every day
in the range practicing.
“We make sure to use
the exact same ammunition
and targets that we would
be using at the match,” said
Lally.
The shooters understand that there will be really strong competition at
the National Tournament.
“The goal is just to
shoot a score that we’re
proud of,” said Lally. “So
that even if we don’t place
top five, or even top ten,
we think that we are proud
of the score and have improved as a team.”

5

ome may wish winter was
over, but not the St. Louis
U. High basketball team. With
wins over Vianney and Lindbergh and a showdown with
Webster Groves for the District Championship tonight,
the Jr. Bills hope winter will
last three more weeks.
After having their Senior
Night spoiled by Chaminade,
the Jr. Bills decided to ruin the
Griffins’.
The Jr. Bills flexed their
muscles early on, racing
out to a 10-2 lead with 3:36
left in the first quarter. The
team’s fast start was thanks to
SLUH’s ability to take advantage of their size and pound
the ball inside. Senior power
forward Hunter Schmidt had
nine points in the first quarter
alone.
Getting off to a quick
start proved to be the difference maker in the game, as the
Jr. Bills scored just 29 more
points the rest of the game. By
the end of the third quarter,
the Griffins trailed just 40-38,
and eventually closed the gap
to one point with 1:43 left.
However, steeled by previous close losses throughout
the season, the Jr. Bills were
ready for Vianney’s final push.
“We got over that hump
and figured out what to do
in those situations and what
plays we need to make,” head
coach Erwin Claggett said.
Junior point guard Matt
Nester expertly dribbled
through the Griffins defense
before draining a mid-range
jump shot to extend the Jr.
Bills’ lead to three with 19
seconds left. Great team defense forced Vianney to take a
tough shot, allowing the team
to push the ball down the
court and junior David Jackson to make a layup as time
expired.
“Any MCC win is big,”
Schmidt said. “We finished
4-4 in conference play which
is a huge improvement from

my sophomore year when we
went 2-6.”
After receiving a firstround bye because of their
No. 1 seed, the team continued its success on Tuesday
night, beating Lindbergh 6245 in their first game of the
District tournament.
Right off the tip, Schmidt
scored a layup. Lindbergh
scored twice shortly after, but
after a response from sophomore BJ Wilson, who picked
up a rebound and laid it in,
SLUH never looked back.
“We were pretty focused
at the start of the game,” said
Nester. “But we kept having
lapses where we would miss
layups or give up open threes
and not get the rebound.”
With a 9-4 lead going
into the second period, the Jr.
Bills encountered some difficulties. Although they never
gave up their lead, a series of
missed layups and turnovers
switched the momentum,
and saw the team scoring the
majority of its points on Lindbergh’s mistakes and strong
defense. The team scored 8
of 11 points on turnovers and
fast breaks, with the other
three coming from sophomore Davion Nash early in
the period.
“One of the things we
looked at when we went into
that game was to push tempo,”
said Claggett. “We thought we
could get transition points off
of turnovers and shots. Once
we were able to do that we
were able to get them out of
their zone.”
But the Flyers took advantage of some of SLUH’s
mistakes as well to keep the
game close; the half ended 2015, Jr. Bills.
“I think the zone kind of
slowed us up a bit, we didn’t
get much movement,” said
Claggett. “We stood around a
lot and didn’t share the ball as
much, and we got stagnated.”
SLUH extended its lead
in the third by making free

continued on page 8
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18 for 18: Ace on the
course and on the field

Sports editor Marty Johnson sat down with senior Alex Ciaramitaro this week
to discuss Ciaramitaro’s signing to play soccer and golf at Bradley University next
year. In high school, he played for the St. Louis Scott Gallagher Academy Team and
has been one of SLUH’s top golfers the past couple of seasons.
Marty Johnson: How did your love
for soccer and golf start?
Alex Ciaramitaro: My dad taught
me to play when I was 3 or 4 and ever
since then, I loved playing them.
MJ: When did you figure out that
those were the two sports that you were
going to focus on?
AC: In 7th or 8th grade, I played
soccer and golf, obviously, but I also
played baseball and basketball. I knew
soccer was going to be one of my main
sports going forward. But I really wasn’t
sure about golf until freshman year and
I was between that and baseball. I chose
golf and then I had so much success that
I kept with golf.
MJ: In the summertime you’re busy
with both. How do you juggle training
and competing in both?
AC: For soccer, we usually have
practice every day in the summer. But
the season and playoffs only go until the
middle of July, so after that is when I really go into golf and participate in a lot of
tournaments. But during soccer season,
I usually have to go from soccer practice
and then golf in the afternoon.
MJ: When did you think that you
could do both in college?
AC: I really wasn’t planning on do-

ing both. I was going to one or the
other and try to find the best for me
school-wise and see what happened
with sports, but when Bradley told me
that I could do both, it sounded really
cool.
MJ: What’s your favorite part
about both sports?
AC: In soccer, my favorite part is
when your team scores a big goal in a
big game. Golf I just like to play it, but
my favorite part is probably just hanging out with the team. Last year when
we went to State with the team, it was
so much fun. It was probably one of the
best trips in my life.
MJ: Is there anything you’ve
learned from one sport that you’ve
been able to use in the other?
AC: Definitely. For golf, since I
play soccer, it helps me conditioningwise. Everyone says you don’t have to
be in shape for golf, but when you’re
carrying your bag for 18 holes you
need to be in shape. Soccer definitely
helps me stay focused for the whole 18
holes. I usually do better in the last 4
or 5 holes than everybody else because
they’re tired. Golf helps me think from
every angle when I’m playing soccer.
photo | Nolen Doorack

Senior Alex Ciaramitaro hits a bunker shot for SLUH last spring.

Wrestling loses state qualifiers,
has bright young core for future
BY Mick Callahan
REPORTER

A

fter the one of the most
successful seasons in
recent memory, the St. Louis
University High wrestling
squad returned to work
this last week after learning some important lessons
this year and enjoying some
great success.
After starting the season 0-5 in dual meets, the
team managed to turn
around the season with dual
meet victories over MICDS,
Ritenour, and Fox to finish
7-6 in dual meets this season. The team also finished
third in the MCC.
In tournaments, the
team had far fewer struggles
than they did in duals after
the first weekend. The Jr.
Billikens finished ninth out
of 12 teams at the Parkway

South Patriot Classic, in the
top four at Ritenour’s Ray
Doney Invitational, and won
the tournament championship at Vianney with five individual champions (Justice
Binder, Collin Arroyo, Rafael Robert, Mick Callahan,
and Max Kavy).
At the final three tournaments, the team was
short-handed every week,
but still represented well,
including a fifth-place finish
out of 20 teams at MICDS’s
Eric Lewis Invitational.
By the time Districts
came around, the team had
trained hard enough to capture three state qualifiers
and had two other wrestlers
who were one win away
from qualifying out of the
ten who competed.
“I think what made it
work this year was that everyone bought into what we

were doing. Everyone who
was succeeding was fully
invested in wrestling and
came in every day trying to
get better,” said Kavy.
The wrestlers have a
lot to celebrate after coming
home from Columbia with
wins for the first time since
the 2009-’10 season. Of the
three wrestlers who went to
State, senior John Sims was
one victory from placing,
Kavy was two wins away,
and Robert was tossed into
a gauntlet in his first trip to
the State tournament.
While the wrestlers
who brought home those
wins will be gone, the juniors and underclassmen
from this season look to
learn valuable lessons from
the six seniors this season.
“The senior leaders

continued on page 7
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Hockey finishes season with state loss
photo | Patrick Enderle

(continued from page 5)
killed us. They took advantage
of the opportunities they had
and we didn’t.”
“We came out in the
first ten minutes and clearly
dominated the play,” said head
coach Kevin Fitzpatrick. “All
the play was in their end and a
couple bad bounces ended up
in the back of our net gets us
back on our heels and we start
taking more chances down
2-0. It just wasn’t our night
tonight.”
“We started playing really aggressive in the offensive zone,” said senior Brendan Walters. “The first two
goals really took it out of us.
We started playing differently
when we got down a few. It
takes a little bit of confidence
out of you. We lost that aggressiveness in the first couple
of shifts and they really took
advantage of that.”
What came next could
have taken the game in a new
direction. On a hard slap shot
from freshman Matthew Hohl,
CBC’s goalie stopped the puck
but did not trap it. The referee
thought the shot was trapped
and blew his whistle. The puck
came out and Sieckhaus put it
in the back of the net seconds
after the referee had called the
play dead.
““If they counted it,” said
Fitzpatrick, “it’s a whole different game. But they didn’t
and we got to adapt and overcome, put it behind you, and
keep working.”
CBC took a second penalty with 8:08 left in the period. On the Jr. Bill power play
a Cadet broke through on a
breakaway but completely
whiffed in front of the net.
“Our chances didn’t go
in,” said Ott. “Theirs found the
back of the net. We got a little
unlucky and there is nothing
we can do about it.”
The rest of the period was
plagued by CBC goals. The
Cadets scored their third goal
on a power play off a Jr. Bill
tripping penalty with 5:24 left
in the period. The second and
third goals came with 3:24 and
3:00 left in the period. The Jr.
Bills were down 5-0 to a CBC
team that was outshooting
them just 12-11 at the end of
the second period.
“We played pretty well
throughout the game,” said
junior Scotty Berger. “But
we had a four minute stretch
that really killed us where we
let up a few goals that put us
down and we could never
come back.”
“CBC is good,” said
Sieckhaus. “After two periods
of hockey they are going to

Sophomore Luke Gassett wins a faceoff against CBC Tuesday
night at the Scottrade Center.

run you down.”
In the 13-minute break
between the second and third
periods, the team refocused
while the ice was resurfaced.
“It wasn’t even coach,”
said Warnecke. “It was just
us speaking up in the locker
room, ‘Just play for your pride,
play for the guys out there
wearing the sweatshirts because they all came to watch.
Don’t embarrass them, don’t
embarrass yourselves, play for
your school.’”
“We came in the locker
room and we were shocked,”
said senior captain Danny
Tarlas. “We were obviously
disappointed. We knew it
was going to be hard to come
back from but we just thought
about the fans and the school
atmosphere. The other seniors
and I knew we had one more
period to play hockey for the
rest of our lives.”
Starting the third period, sophomore Luke Gassett
broke through the CBC line of
defenders and scored top shelf
for the Jr. Bills’ first and only
goal of the night; Sieckhaus
assisted.
“We were just going to
come out throwing pucks at
the net,” said Tarlas. “Hopefully one would bounce in and
Gassett got a nice snipe. We
just put it all out there for our
last period.”
“I’m proud of our kids,”
said
Fitzpatrick.
“They
worked hard and they didn’t
quit. When we got down 5-0
we didn’t quit. It would have
been easy for any team to give

in and give up but we didn’t so
I’m very proud of them.”
With 13:25 left in the
game, Berger was penalized
for elbowing but the Jr. Bill
penalty kill successfully killed
off the penalty.
As Berger’s penalty ended, he came out of the box,
intercepted the puck from a
Cadet, and took it on a breakaway, but his shot was wide.
CBC was penalized for
the final time with 10:04 left
in the game, but the Jr. Bills
couldn’t manage to set up
their power play offense due
to CBC’s penalty kill.
The defense remained
composed throughout the rest
of the game and maintained
their third period shutout.
“It’s all about playing for
some pride,” said Potter, “not
quitting. Especially being a senior, my last period of hockey
ever. No way I’m going to quit.
We all determined we’re going
out there and we were going
to be completely unselfish,
put everything in it for the seniors, and put everything in it
for the guys next year.”
After the game many
team members shaved their
playoff beards in the locker
room.
“It feels great to be cleanshaven,” said Ott. “I’m not as
ugly as I usually am.”
“Obviously we’re disappointed,” said Fitzpatrick. “It’s
hard to get here. There are 38
teams sitting at home watching. I’m proud of the kids and
we’ll be back at it next year.”

Rugby starts season off in
snow with a 1-1 record

BY Keith Thomas
CORE STAFF

A

fter a heartbreaking end
to the season last year,
the SLUH rugby team heads
into the 2015 season with
larger forwards, faster backs,
and added versatility with
strong support from the junior and senior classes.
After two weeks of practice, the Jr. Bills took to the

field at the inaugural Lindenwood University tournament
that welcomed teams from
across the country.
The team started by playing against the Kansas City
Junior Blues—the same team
that dashed the Jr. Bills’ hopes
for a State title last season.
Senior captain Drew
Mudd put the Jr. Bills on the
board first, taking a penalty

kick from 20 yards to give
SLUH the lead 3-0.
Despite the early momentum, the Jr. Bills took the
loss 10-3.
The second game, against
the Kansas City Cougars, was
a hard-fought game on both
sides. With a try from standout scrum half sophomore
Luke Sextro and a conversion

continued on page 7
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R-ball wins title in landslide
(continued from page 1)

has been led all season
by No. 1 seed senior Kevin
Schneier and No. 2 seed senior
Brian Kissel, and the two were
selected as All-Americans for
the National Tournament.
Schneier, coming off a
first place victory in the State
tournament the weekend before, was confident heading
into Nationals, but knew he
was going to face some unbelievable competition. The No.
7 seed in the No. 1 bracket,
Schneier won his first match
handily 15-7, 15-3, sending
him into the semifinals where
he faced off against the No. 2
ranked player in the nation.
Schneier dropped the first
game 15-10 and fell behind
quickly in the second game,
2-12.
But Schneier got his game
under control and went on a
massive run, coming back and
winning the second game 1514 to force a tiebreaker. But
Schneier could not hold off
the superstar and fell in the
third game, 11-2.
“Kevin played amazing,”
said Kissel. “I watched his
comeback in the second game
and it was just insane. It’s crazy that he was able to win even
one game against the second
best player in the nation.”
Kissel was the No. 3 seed
in his No. 2 seed bracket, and
he knew he had a long road to
the championship. After winning his first two matches with
ease, Kissel faced off against a
lefty from Oregon whose rank
was higher than his own, and
he knew he had a tough match
ahead of him.
“I came out, stuck to the
game plan that all the coaches
were telling me, forced him to
his backhand, and I was successful,” said Kissel.
In the finals, Kissel
played one of the greatest racquetball matches of his life.
He fell in the first game 159, but quickly recovered and
crushed his opponent in the
second and third games 15-3
and 11-6.
“Kevin (Schneier) would
run down during timeouts
and tell me what to do. He just
told me, ‘Hit good shots and

you’ll win’. And then I cracked
up, hit some good shots, and I
won,” said Kissel. “The win really feels great. Going into the
tournament, I really wasn’t
expecting to win, but coming
out it feels amazing.”
“It was a great game—
Brian played so well. He was
diving everywhere and it was
so fun to watch. It was unbelievable,” said Schneier.
Kissel’s win gave SLUH
488 team points—or more
points individually than ten
whole teams scored total.
Senior Ben Buescher
placed third in the No. 3
seed bracket and senior Mike
Warfield placed second in the
No. 4 seed bracket. After falling against the No. 2 seed in
the semifinals, Buescher dispatched his opponent handily
in the third place game, 15-14,
15-12.
Warfield
steamrolled
his way into the finals match,
winning his two matches with
ease before losing in the finals,
15-10, 15-12.
Sophomore
phenom
Chris Schulze emerged as a
National Champion as well,
winning the Gold bracket as
a No. 5 seed. Schulze was unstoppable through his first two
matches, winning them easily.
In the finals, Schulze came
up against an opponent from
Lindbergh he had beaten in
the finals of the State Tournament the previous weekend.
After splitting the first two
games, Schulze rallied and
won the tiebreaker to claim
the national title.
“It was pretty cool,”
said Schulze. “I’m a National
Champion, so I feel great.”
Other successful SLUH
players in the Singles Gold
bracket were No. 6 seed champion senior Danny Byrne; No.
6 seed junior Tim Juergens
(second place); and No. 6 seed
junior John Correa (third
place).
The doubles teams also
contributed to SLUH’s victory. No. 3 seeds Juergens
and Schulze finished third
in their bracket, No. 4 seeds
senior Andy Warfield and junior Charlie Mueth finished
fourth, and No. 1 seeds Kissel

on our team really showed
us how to win and instilled
a lot of wrestling skills in the
younger guys this year,” said
sophomore Danny Trittler.
“The victories that our
six seniors earned this year
weren’t just team points. They
were examples to the younger wrestlers, most of whom
struggled winning early in the
season,” said head coach Jon
Ott.
These senior leaders included Arroyo (24-16), Robert (32-9), Callahan (28-8),
Sigmund Gusdorf (15-20),
Sims (30-8), and Kavy (26-4).
The six seniors led by example
on the mat by getting to tournament championships and

off the mat with events like
the day the team spent with
disabled children in the Danis
Field House.
The very first day back
from Columbia, a good number of underclassmen—including Trittler—were already
working out for next season
and are ambitious to get back
on the mat with off-season
clubs.
“My offseason will be a
lot of time at Team St. Louis,
the Mizzou team camp, and
just about any other opportunities I can find. I’m definitely
going to be working on my
strength and trying to get on
the next level over all of my
opponents this season,” said
Trittler.
While the majority of

From the PN Vault...

and Schneier finished third.
In the Blue division, No.
6 seed junior Michael Hayes
finished third. No. 6 seed
sophomore Jacob Sullivan
was also a champion along
with No. 6 seed senior Eric
Berg took second in the Red
division. In the White division, No. 6 seed sophomore
Carlos Ayala finished second,
No. 6 seed sophomore Andy
Hohenberger finished third,
A look back to
and No. 6 seed sophomore
the first ever
Joe Boyce finished fourth. In
SLUH racquetdoubles, No. 3 seed seniors
ball National
Brendan Toth and Ike SimChampionship
mon finished in first place in
in 1998. Since
their bracket and sophomores
then, SLUH has
Jacob Sullivan and Robby Eswon nine Naswein finished second.
tional champi“Our depth is what
onships, includbrought about the dominating
ing five-straight
win—from the lowest levels to
since 2011.
the highest levels there was no
weakness on this team,” said
Zarrick.
“The players strive to
make each other better at
practice and go into games
with a plan to win,” said
Koestner. “The guys all become assistant coaches at each
practice and work with each
other to improve everybody’s
games. Championships are
won and lost at practice and
our guys have a really excellent practice mentality.”
photo | Dominik Skroska
Though this is Koestner’s
last year teaching full-time, he
still plans to come back and
coach the racquetball team
next year.
“It’s too much fun!”
Koestner said with a laugh.
Schulze attributes the
team’s immense success to
coach Koestner, saying, “The
style of racquetball that he
teaches is the reason we’ve
won five straight championships and hopefully five more
to come.”
But, beyond Koestner,
SLUH racquetball would not
be nearly as successful if it
weren’t for the other coaches
throughout the level. Coaches
Ryan Franklin, Jeff Rombach,
St. Louis U. High hockey head coach Kevin Fitzpatrick (left) was awarded with the Mid-States
Matt Gleason, Tim Kieras, S.J.,
Club Hockey Association Coach of the Year after his successful 23-4-2 season. He was presented
and Jeff Cernicek all helped the award before the Challenge Cup final.
tremendously throughout the
season, volunteering large
amounts of their time for the
SLUH racquetball program.
(continued from page 6)
“Going into my first game the Jr. Bills were knocked out
from Mudd, the Jr. Bills won I wasn’t too nervous,” said An- of title contention against the
the game 7-0.
thony. “Overall I thought I nationally-ranked side from
Despite much of the played pretty well.”
Park Hill South. In 2014, the
team’s inexperience, the Jr.
The team’s back line, led Jr. Bills lost to the KC Junior
Bills performed well.
by Mudd, has a lot of speed Blues. However, with the new
them had their struggles this
“We played far better and athleticism heading into district realignment from the
year, Ott is optimistic about than expected this past week- the 2015 campaign. With Missouri Rugby Union, the
the younger wrestlers.
end,” said Mudd. “We have Mudd, Boerding, and juniors team’s run to state looks favor“Trittler made huge recruited a lot of talent, espe- Cam Gunn, Louie Cabrera, able.
strides over the course of the cially seniors.”
and John Zetzman, the backs
The new district—conseason and has the ability to
The weekend welcomed look to score the bulk of the sisting of De Smet, Priory,
continue to do so with his several new faces. The senior team’s points this year.
Francis Howell, SLUH, and
work ethic. Also, many of our class added a lot of depth to
The Jr. Bills’ pack was Kirkwood—favors the Jr. Bills.
freshmen, while still green, the team, with Rafael Robert, also bolstered by the addition SLUH rugby defeated De
are committed to the sport Leo Vogler, Rollin Jackson, El- of wrestlers Sims, Robert, and Smet and Priory last year, and
and are excited about putting liot Boerding, Sam Sextro, and Kavy. With Jackson and Plyler, Francis Howell and Kirkwood
in the work to wrestle on the Jason Plyler all making their the forwards are the biggest are two relatively new teams.
varsity level,” said Ott.
SLUH rugby debut last week- group of players that the team SLUH’s biggest rugby rival,
The young team will also end at Lindenwood. Other has seen in years.
Eureka, was placed in another
host the District Tournament seniors, including John Sims
SLUH also added several district, allowing SLUH a betnext year.
and Max Kavy, are expected to more underclassmen during ter chance at a higher seed in
“I would like to have a add a much-needed size boost the offseason, adding to the the state tournament.
full varsity line-up, a winning for the team in the coming team’s impressive versatility.
“Our goal is to bring
dual meet record, and mul- months.
With approximately 60 play- SLUH its first state champitiple State qualifiers,” said Ott.
The junior class also pro- ers, the team is the largest in onship in rugby, and with the
vided a strong forward pack the program’s history.
athleticism and the size we
last weekend, with Ben AnThe team has one goal have this year, I think we can
thony and Jake Henty earning this season: winning its first do just that,” said Mudd.
their first start at prop.
State championship. In 2013,

Wrestling loses state qualifiers,
has bright young core for future
(continued from page 6)
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Rugby to travel to TN this weekend
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SATURDAY NIGHT SNOWFALL: Junior staff member Jack Sinay ventured up to SLUH Saturday night to fetch books after missing a day of school. As he left, he captured the blanketed campus.

Basketball advances to District
title game v. Webster
Friday, February 27

ence at Chaminade on March
Yearbook dished out 28.
pages as they nibbled on
Senior Pastoral Team
pizza.
gathered to plan their prayer
service.
Saturday, February 28

Robotics hosted a workshop for representatives from
area grade schools to introduce them to technology
programs. See article on page
2 of this week’s Prep News.
Monday, March 2

Thomas à Kempis Club
read two chapters of Book II
of The Imitation of Christ,
and afterwards they discussed the concepts of humility and pride.
Bocce Club celebrated
Bocce Day with pizza and
games against Ursuline and
Cor Jesu.
Tuesday, March 3

Students
for
Life
snacked on goldfish while
talking about their plans for
the upcoming Nexus Confer-

Wednesday, March 4

Lent Confession
V Basketball @ District Tournament
Mix-It-Up
AP
Chorus Rehearsal in the Commons
Snack—Bosco Sticks
Lunch Special—Shrimp and Fries
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese

Schedule R

Saturday, March 14
Spring Break
V Basketball @ Basketball Quarterfinal
9:20am TASK Tiles

Sunday, March 15
Spring Break
Mission Appalachia

V Basketball @ District Tournament
Mother/Son Trivia
9:20am TASK Tiles

Monday, March 16
Spring Break
Mission Appalachia

Sunday, March 8

Tuesday, March 17

Daylight Savings Time Starts
12:00pm KEEN
7:00pm Chorus Concert in the Commons

Monday, March 9
Snack—Chicken Rings
Varsity Chorus Performance
Mission Appalachia Meeting #3
Special—Country-Fried Steak
Vegetarian—Olive Oil Pasta

5:30pm TASK Cooking

Wednesday, March 11
Third Quarter Exams
5:30pm TASK Kickball

Thursday, March 12

Friday, March 13
Third Quarter Exams

Saturday, March 7

Tuesday, March 10

ACES discussed the Department of Justice report on
policing in Ferguson, and they
also finalized plans for the
Philia Retreat on March 23
and 24.
Pax Christi decided that
they needed to revamp their
approach to fair trade issues
at SLUH, and they started by
discussing a possible partnership with Oliberte, a fair trade
footwear company that helps
to support workers’ rights in
sub-Saharan Africa.
Freshman
Pastoral
Team reflected on the day’s
readings and discussed the
Freshman Retreat.
Model UN attended the
Blackburn College Model UN
meet in Carlinville, Ill.

The sophomore class celebrated their class Mass presided by Jim Burshek, S.J.
Steve Sulewski came
from Loyola Academy to meet
with past students.
Staycation planned their
next outing for next week.
The Junior Pastoral
Team congregated in Campus Ministry and juniors
Tim Juergens and Nick Scheer
talked about the Urban Challenge, as well as gave reflections about treating others
around the school with more
respect.
Robotics finalized their —Compiled by Sam Cheplans for the St. Louis FIRST chik, Emanuel Parker, Joseph
(For Inspiration and Recogni- Reznikov, and Joe Slama.
tion of Science and Technology) regional competition at
Chaifetz Arena.

Friday, March 6

AP
7:00pm
7:00pm
Lunch

Thursday, March 5

Schedule R

Spring Break
Mission Appalachia
5:30pm TASK Cooking

Wednesday, March 18
Spring Break
Mission Appalachia
5:30pm TASK Kickball

Thursday, March 19

Half Day Schedule
Exam Schedule

Exam Schedule
Third Quarter Exams
Jazz Fest
5:30pm TASK Floor Hockey
6:00pm Water Polo Blue/White Dinner and Parent 		
Meeting

Spring Break
Mission Appalachia
5:30pm TASK Floor Hockey

(continued from page 5)

throws. Schmidt was fouled early
on a layup attempt, making both of
his free throws to extend the lead to
26-18 only a few minutes into the
period. McKissic did the same halfway through the period, also scoring both free throws and pushing
the lead to 32-23.
At the beginning of the fourth,
Vianney cut the deficit to three, but
Claggett, seeing the team struggling, called a timeout.
“Earlier in the season, we
would’ve panicked,” said Claggett.
“The guys didn’t panic, they knew
what they had to do, they executed
defensively, and they started finishing layups, which was a big deal.”
After the timeout, SLUH went
on a 15-0 run to go up 55-37.
From there, it was all about
closing out. The team continued to
put strong pressure on defense and
hold the ball on offense. Lindbergh
continued to rack up fouls, and
brought SLUH to the line multiple
times, further extending the Jr. Bill

Exam Schedule

lead to a final score of 62-45. SLUH
finished the game 19 of 22 from the
free throw line.
“In the second half, we started
executing much better and started
increasing the lead to where we
could be comfortable,” said Nester.
The next game is a rematch
against Webster, the second seed
in the District Tournament. The
Statesmen beat Oakville in their
first round of the tournament, 7536. In their last game against Webster, SLUH narrowly beat Webster
in a hard-fought battle, 55-48.
“We’re going to go about business as usual,” said Claggett. “Everything has a heightened awareness as
far as rebounding, getting back in
transition, and things like that.”
The game will be played tonight at 8:00 p.m. at Webster.
“We’ve got our work cut out for
us, but knowing that we are capable
of winning the game really helps,”
said Claggett.

Sunday, March 22
Spring Break
12:00pm Catholic Summer Opportuinities Fair

Monday, March 23

Tuesday, March 24

Wednesday, March 25
Diversity Training
AP
Snack—Bosco Sticks
3:30pm Ignatian Evening and Dinner
5:30pm TASK Kickball
Lunch Special—Toasted Ravioli
Vegetarian—Baked Potato

Thursday, March 26

Friday, March 20
Spring Break
Mission Appalachia

Friday, March 27

Spring Break
Mission Appalachia
9:20am TASK Tiles

Schedule R

Philia Retreat
Grades Due
AP
Snack—Chicken Giggles
5:30pm TASK Cooking
Lunch Special—Hand-Breaded Chicken Tenders
Vegetarian—Wild Rice Florentine

Parent-Teacher Conferences
5:30pm TASK Floor Hockey

Saturday, March 21

Schedule R

Philia Retreat
AP
Snack—Pizza Sticks
Lunch Special—Steak and Cheese
Vegetarian—Turkey Burger

Schedule R

Half Day Schedule

No Classes—Faculty Day of Service
Sophomore Reatreat
calendar | Sam Chechik

