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Faculty and staff attend
diversity training sessions

Tuition set
at $16,000
for next year

Second of three planned
discussions
BY Leo K. Heinz
CORE STAFF

T

he entire St. Louis U.
High staff has been attending small group presentations and discussions on
racism and diversity, part of
a continuing effort to raise
awareness amongst faculty
and staff.
The three-hour sessions have featured discussion topics and activities. For
example, one activity asked
attendees to recall their first
encounter with race; another
involved a sheet with a list of
people and events intended to
“sensitize you to different perspectives,” as history teacher
Tom McCarthy put it.
“I think the heart of

Rebranding?
Billiken the
latest victim

the session was an activity
in which we were asked to
remember some of the messages that we got growing
up about different groups of
people, whether it was rich
people, poor people, black
people, white people—sort of
walking us through and giving us a chance to say those
things out loud,” said English
teacher Terry Quinn. “That
became at times an opportunity to think about what kind
of lingering effects of those
messages we might still deal
with and how those might
affect our students, our classroom relations, our relations
with our colleagues.”
Principal John Moran

continued on page 4

T

he Saint Louis U. High
Billiken, after much consultation in the Administration and Admissions Departments, will be rebranded next
year to feature a new, anatomically-correct philtrum.
“Well, when we were
throwing all the other SLUH
brands out the window, we
asked ourselves, ‘What other
essential SLUH image can we
get mess around with?”,” said
president David Laughlin after approving the decision.
“The answer was obvious: the
billiken.”
A philtrum, the groove
between a nose and an upper lip, will be added to all
printed billikens beginning in
the 2015-16 school year. The
updated billiken will also be
mandated on all sportswear
and official t-shirts.

continued on page 6
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BISON BASH: Over 80 families attended Cashbah Saturday night.

photo | Nolen Doorack

More collaboration in the works
Repair shop: following Imagining 18
SLUH tech
Jack Kiehl
is the Summer Curriculum
Institute, a week or more durdepartment
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3.9% increase

ext year, students will be
virtually on their own
when dealing with major
iPad repairs. The tech department’s basic troubleshooting
and support will be extended
to all students, but major repairs will be limited to SLUHowned devices under warranty.
In this year’s iPad pilot
program, SLUH loaned 33
iPads to freshmen students.
Each of these SLUH-owned
iPads are under warranty, and
the tech department offers
technical support for them.
As freshmen and sophomore
students during the 20152016 school year acquire
iPads, SLUH will loan devices
on a needs basis.
“The scope will change,”
said Director of Information
Technology Jon Dickmann.
“We will provide SLUHowned iPads to some students
next year. Part of the reason
why we offered SLUH-owned
iPads in the pilot programs
was that we announced the
program after students had
already been accepted, so it
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W

ithin the many plans
and ideas announced
at the closing convocation
for Imagining 18, St. Louis
U. High’s year-and-a-half
long visioning process, one
of the major areas of growth
as SLUH moves into its third
century is promoting a collaboration-based curriculum.
According to a pamphlet attendees of the convocation received, SLUH “is
committed to promoting a
collaboration-based model
of curriculum development,
management and revision,
and will further collaboration
as an institutional priority.”
“The context for learning
improves when people make
connections about what
they’re learning. In a sense,
that’s what collaboration is:

you’re making connections,”
said President David Laughlin.
“Technology especially
has made our world far more
transparent and far more collaborative,” said Principal
John Moran. “With that acceleration comes a need to
work on those (collaborative)
skills.”
Laughlin presented various ideas at the closing convocation for how SLUH will
be a model for collaborative
academics. One of the first
ideas involving collaboration

was short notice for families.
In the future, that offering
will be strictly for financial
aid reasons.”
Like teacher laptops,
SLUH-owned iPads are under
warranties which for the time
being cover physical repairs.
The tech department may
perform basic troubleshooting or fix small software prob-

lems, but for issues pertaining
to hardware, the department
outsources repairs.
“If it’s a hardware or
physical damage … the warranty covers overnight shipping,” said Dickmann. “ We
don’t do any physical repairs
of the device. We call Apple
and ship it off to them (to repair).”
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The lane heard ’round the world
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A Technological Journey
Five teachers cross the country as
they explore ways iPads are used
in other Jesuit schools. Page 2

ing the summer where faculty would come in without
distractions of teaching and
grading to review curriculum. Moran had heard of the
idea from Regis High School
in Aurora, Colo.
“When I heard it I
thought: ‘How do we have
teachers in the math department collaborate with teachers of the science department; how do teachers in the
art department collaborate
with teachers in the theology
department?’” said Moran.
“One day here or there for an
in-service day is not enough.”
Moran believes the administration will begin planning for such an institute this
summer, with the institute
potentially in place for the

continued on page 5
The tech department
keeps a stock of laptops for
teachers to use temporarily
until a fixed laptop returns.
Unlike laptops, when iPads
must be sent away, a replacement iPad becomes someone’s permanent device.
“Since there is virtually no physical difference
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t. Louis U. High tuition for
the 2015-16 has been set at
$16,000, a 3.9 percent increase
from this year’s $15,400. That
percent increase marks the
fifth consecutive increase at
or below four percent.
Vice President of Administration Joe Komos cited
faculty compensation as the
largest factor in the increase,
as it is annually.
“Generally, when you
think about it, you look at the
cost structure of the school,
the faculty is obviously the
biggest cost,” Komos said.
“And obviously we have very
good faculty and we want to
retain them.”
The tuition and faculty
compensation were approved
by the Board of Trustees in
February and announced to
parents in a letter signed by
President David Laughlin last
month. The board will not
approve the actual spending
budget until May.
Komos attributed the
relatively low increase to
“good financial discipline
throughout the school,”
which involves encouraging each department to look
at each line item. That discipline can free up funds for
other areas, which allows the
spending budget to be kept
at an increase of three to four
percent, according to Komos.
He mentioned the impending
one-to-one technology policy
as an area that will likely require additional funds next
year.
In his letter to parents,
Laughlin noted that the total amount of financial assistance has been increased
to $3.4 million for next year.
The tuition will again cover
90 percent of the cost to educate. The money used to offset the actual amount it costs
to educate a student is raised
through donations and various fundraising events, like
Cashbah. However, SLUH
does use “a responsible percent of the endowment to
fund some of those scholar-

continued on page 4
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Teachers visit
Rockhurst and B.C.
High to see iPad
technology

Neighbor to neighbor: 22 spend break in Appalachia
BY Sam
STAFF

Heagney

photo | Meg Beugg

S

ixteen students spent their
spring break in Barren
Springs, Va. for Mission Appalachia. Neighbor to Neighbor, a program run by Barren
Springs native Sam Crawford,
facilitated the trip.
From Sunday, March 15
to Saturday, March 21, the 16
students and six chaperones
visited three sites to lend their
help. Past groups have usually been larger, but the group
of 16 was slightly larger than
the past two years. Each day
presented different tasks and
challenges for the group.
Over the course of the
trip, the group stayed at Joy
Ranch, a home for children
lacking a stable family life.
Some students also spent
Tuesday, March 17 there
clearing the fence line of
weeds.
The most popular site
was the farm owned by Sam
and Kelly Crawford. At the
farm, students worked on a
variety of hands-on projects,
ranging from repair on the
pigpen to clearing out garden
beds to fixing the gardening
center.
“Sam and Kelly are so
welcoming and open that you
feel like you already know
them. He knows everybody in
the community. It was really
easy to get used to the area,”
said science teacher Megan
Menne.
“There was a lot of work
accomplished, but it’s also
about seeing how a small
family sustainable farm works
and getting to appreciate what
that life is like,” said Campus
Minister Meg Beugg, who organized the trip.
Early on, a group of students spent a large chunk
of their time removing the
stump of a bush. The simple
project became a hot topic
and many disagreed on how
to uproot it.
“It was a huge ordeal that
brought everybody together.
There were a lot of different
approaches,” said Beugg.
“We bonded a lot.

Looking at new
opportunities in the
classroom
BY Sam Chechik and Jake
Swyers
STAFF, REPORTER

S

Freshman Matt Quinlan saws a board with ASC volunteer Andrew Kresyman, ’10, helping.

I wouldn’t recognize some of
these guys before Mission Appalachia but now they’re my
friends,” said junior Ian Hurford.
“Everybody got to work
at the farm. People really enjoyed their time at the farm,”
said Beugg.
The program also included sending students to
Oakland Elementary School,
a K-3 school, to assist the
teachers and students. Students would be assigned to a
specific classroom for the day
and lend the teacher a hand.
The participants also exchanged stories of their lives
with the children.
“A lot of the people, especially the kids, don’t realize
there’s a world outside their
small town,” said Hennes.
On Thursday, March 19,
seniors Emil Beckford and
Thomas Lally, sophomore
Zach Hennes, and freshman
Matthew Quinlan got the
opportunity to run the gym
classes in the absence of the
teacher.
Beugg made sure that every student went to the school
at least once.
“Some of the guys enjoyed their time at the school

so much that they went back
two or three of the days,” said
Beugg.
Three of the days, a
group of students visited Sober Inc., a transitional home
for men with addictions to
drugs or alcohol or who had
been recently released from
prison. The first day, a group
of eight students were tasked
with shoveling out a ground
layer of dirt from the garage
and covering it with a layer
of gravel so that it could be
cemented over. Over the next
two days, groups of five finished other hands-on projects
at the site.
Barren Springs struggles
with high poverty levels and
low high school and college
graduation rates. Unlike St.
Louis, the most wealthy and
poor live side by side in Barren Springs.
“It’s really spread out.
There were farms everywhere.
It was very rural. You’ll see
a really nice house next to a
broken down trailer home. It’s
very mixed,” said Menne.
“There were some really nice houses out there
and some normal ones. But
then there were also a lot of
dilapidated, destitute ones

too. There’s not a poor or rich
neighborhood,” said junior
Ian Hurford.
The trip marks the seventh time SLUH has worked
in conjunction with Neighbor to Neighbor. This spring
break the whole group went
to the Barren Springs site
because the other location,
Grundy, Va. closed down over
the winter.
The Neighbor to Neighbor program urges participants to become familiar with
the community and environment.
“The people in charge really wanted us to get to know
the community. One night we
saw a mountain band so we
listened to some mountain
music. They taught people
how to dance,” said Menne.
“It was really neat getting to
know the community.”
“Time is not a thing up
there. Here we live by the bell,
there they kinda do whatever.
It’s relaxing,” said Hennes.
Another night, students
visited a Baptist Church.
In Barren Springs, Baptist
Churches line the streets.
There’s only one Catholic
Church in the town. Students
and chaperones alike raved
about the homemade spaghetti they were served there.
photo | Meg Beugg
While at Joy Ranch,
students also participated
in reflection sessions led by
Thomas Lally and Alex Ayala.
Lally also divvied up jobs at
Joy Ranch to keep everyone
involved.
“At night when there
would be game times it was
definitely guys from all four
grades working together. It
was a nice community mix.
Everybody had a job,” said
Beugg.
Before and after work
every day, students filled the
time with plenty of games.
Trivial Pursuit became the
popular pastime over the
break, and even carried over
into the car ride home.
“I wouldn’t expect anything better from my spring
break. The guys I went with
were awesome,” said Hurford.

ASC volunteer Molly Roberge, sophomore Noah Jackson, junior Scott Arthur, and senior Tom
Lally shovel rocks into wheelbarrows.

everal teachers have recently spent time visiting
high schools where students
have iPads to see what might
be possible for St. Louis U.
High.
Four science teachers—Mary Russo, Megan
Menne, Robyn Wellyn, and
Eric LaBoube—traveled to
Rockhurst High School on
Wednesday, March 11, and
English teacher Steve Missey
went to Boston College High
School on Monday, March 16.
At Rockhurst, the four
teachers met Brandon Jones,
the Educational Technologist
at the high school, and visited
chemistry, math, physics, and
biology classes.
“We know we’re going
iPads, so we kind of wanted
to discuss how they use their

“We want the community to drive the technology. We don’t want
the technology to drive
the community.”
~Mary Russo
iPads. We wanted to see how
they used it in their classroom
and if they had any issues at
any point,” said biology teacher Megan Menne.
When implementing the
iPads into the curriculum,
Jones took into consideration
the SAMR model for learning: substitution, augmentation, modification, and redefinition. Rockhurst went to
iPads gradually; first teachers
received iPads, followed by a
pilot program. Every student
has an iPad this year.
“In a lot of ways, we
are kind of way ahead as far
as in integrating technology, but what was impressive
about their program was how
smoothly they slipped into
it, and I would say willingly,
compared to the angst that
went along here,” said physics
teacher Eric LaBoube.
The SLUH teachers saw
many applications, presentation mechanisms, and uses
for the iPads at Rockhurst
that were already being used
in SLUH’s pilot program, but
they also saw new opportunities, like the organizational
abilities of Notability and the
electronic planner myHomework.
Many teachers at Rockhurst also used the iPads as
presentation
mechanisms.
Many students had their textbooks on their iPads, so they
barely used their lockers and
only carried a backpack with
a pencil case, notebooks, and
their iPad inside.
“We want it to be an en-

hancement. We don’t want
it to take over,” said Russo
of the iPad. “We want a plan
that’s going to be in line with
our mission, our technology philosophy statement; a
technology piece that’s going
to enhance the good work we
are already doing. We want
the community to drive the
technology. We don’t want the
technology to drive the community.”
At B.C. High, Missey
learned about the English
department’s curriculum and
use of iPads. The school is in
its third year of students having iPads, and first with every
student having one.
Missey talked with different administrators and teachers about the iPad program at
B.C. High, asking about the
different uses the iPad has in
the classroom and the current
rules regarding phones and
iPads.
“It was interesting to see
what teachers are using to allow students to create things
during class time, or share
things during class time,” said
Missey. “That to me is a big
difference.”
In a junior English class,
the students had access to library resources to do research
for projects. In English classes, the students had a choice
about whether to have their
texts on the iPads, and the results were evenly mixed.
“It was giving (the teachers) a way to have their students in class enter that world
(of technology), while there
was a teacher there to kind of
shape how they were looking
at things and how they were
judging the value of what they
were finding,” said Missey.
“Ultimately, you’re working
with text, and kids having a
device just gives us another
tool to use if we see places
where it can help us do something we want to do better.”
Missey talked with their
dean of students about the issues of iPads and phones in
the school. What was striking
to him was that the dean had
basically outlawed phones
during the school days, forcing students to keep them in
their lockers and not on their
person.
“Kids see their phones
as their personal device, and
they don’t go home and get
on their iPads to do all that
stuff, so they don’t tend to do
all that stuff on their iPads at
school either,” said Missey.
There is also a rule that
recording devices are not allowed in locker rooms or
bathrooms. With these rules,
thefts have gone down and
problems with phones have
also decreased. The school
has also featured “unplugged
lunches,” where no technology is permitted.
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Commentary
Going through motions leaves students unfulfilled
art | Matthew Hennessey appreciate their time at SLUH, lows for growth in all facets

BY Connor
CORE STAFF

gant mockery toward what
students see as unimportant or tedious. So many fail
to appreciate the beauty of
Shakespeare, fuss about daily
quizzes, and make fun of the
students who get it rather
than working to understand
it themselves. Students forget
about the Grad at Grad and
focus only on their lack of
sleep.
So many students don’t

FitzGerald

I

t pains me to see so many
students at St. Louis U.
High stuck going through the
motions.
So many zombies, students who do the bare minimum, accept mediocrity and
mundane routine. Going
through the motions also often entails a sense of arro-

but it’s only four years. There’s
no award for being the last
one to homeroom and the first
one out of the parking lot each
day. Wishing for the school
day to be over, living for the
hope of weekend leaves a student ignorant to the unique.
No one can live for long hoping only for 3 p.m. or hoping
for the weekend; the yearning
to be somewhere you are not
eventually turns to misery.
Learning to find something
you enjoy no matter where
you are is essential to being
happy and maintaining your
integrity.
That’s where SLUH
comes in. The clubs open to
anybody at SLUH range from
filmmaking to service to enjoying burgers; SLUH has
something for every student
to enjoy, and if it doesn’t, students can create a new club, as
the Arbor Day and Croquet
Clubs were created this year
and the reading group of The
New Jim Crow was started
this week, to share their interests with others.
Over 90 clubs and many
classes cater to students’ curiosities—they merely have to
be curious. Though this does
not occur all at once—one
cannot simply choose to be
curious—students can work
away from zombiehood with
small steps by opening their
horizons to new club or class
interests.
The Admissions Department has it right: SLUH really is a special place that al-

of life. Sometimes it’s hard to
see what a prayer service or
an English quiz has to do with
the grand scheme of life, but
after reflection, the conclusion
jumping out at me is that the
little things are the stepping
stones to the Grad at Grad,
a cornerstone of SLUH education that is overlooked by
many students. I’d be willing
to bet that a lot of SLUH’s student population could not tell
me off the top of their head
that the Grad at Grad theme
for the year is Intellectually
Competent, and that fact is
disheartening.
Each Jr. Bill can only
break through this tendency
internally. No matter how
much I write on this topic, the
first step is the choice to seek
to find and actively contribute to their role at SLUH. As
a population, we need to quit
mocking and start encouraging, realizing what SLUH
means to those who seek it before our time here is up. That
is what both the Grad at Grad
aims to instill in each young
man that passes through these
halls. Meaningful experience
results from hard work, the
perseverance to see the way
each little moment fits into
the big picture of our life here.
Our experience here hinges
on our outlook; being happy
at SLUH is a choice that must
be taken on. Shakespeare famously said through the voice
of Hamlet, “There is nothing
either good or bad, but thinking makes it so.”
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Tuesday’s Special
Schedule
7:00 a.m. - 7:45 a.m. Zero Hour
7:45 a.m. Warning Tone
7:50 a.m. - 7:58 a.m. Prayer Service/Homeroom
7:58 a.m. - 8:15 a.m. Move to Commons
8:15 a.m. - 9:15 a.m. All-school Mass
9:15 a.m. - 9:50 a.m. Break
9:50 a.m. - 10:59 a.m. Father Boyle’s Presentation
11:03 a.m. - 11:38 a.m. Period 3
11:42 a.m. - 12:12 p.m. Freshman/Sophomore Lunch
11:42 a.m. - 12:17 p.m. Period 4a
12:12 p.m. - 12:47 p.m. Period 4
12:17 p.m. - 12:47 p.m. Junior/Senior Lunch
12:51 p.m. - 1:26 p.m. Period 5
1:26 p.m. - 1:39 p.m. Break
1:43 p.m. - 1:45 p.m. Examen
1:45 p.m. - 2:20 p.m. Period 6
2:24 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. Period 7 and Announcements

art | Joe Fentress

Commentary

Administration should consider student input
BY Nolen Doorack
CORE STAFF

A

midst the changes occurring at SLUH from
one-to-one technology to the
year-and-a-half-long visioning process Imagining 18, student input has been neglected
and underappreciated.
Students’ day-to-day experiences in the classroom
form valuable insights that I
think the Administration has
overlooked in recent projects.
Committees of faculty
and staff gathered for months
to learn about devices in the
classroom and discuss potential for devices at SLUH,
eventually suggesting iPads
as the best option. A decision
to mandate devices was inevitable, but in the decision process, where was the student
voice? I don’t mean to suggest
that students should have had

a conclusive say in the matter,
but student voice was lacking.
The iPad pilot program
in which just under 80 freshmen have used iPads this year
seemed like a great outlet for
student insight and a great
way for the rest of the SLUH
community to learn from
each other. I was eager to learn
about iPads at SLUH, asking
my underclassmen friends
about their experiences.
I was troubled to learn
that the pilot program hasn’t
really been a pilot program.
The Administration hasn’t
conducted surveys or sponsored dialogue. A pilot program is meant show how
a large-scale project might
work in practice by experimenting in small-scale first.
How can we benefit from the
small-scale implementation
of iPads without comprehen-
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sively surveying the 80 freshmen, without discussing their
experiences?
The teachers and students involved in the program
have experienced frustrations
and setbacks this year. Why
not actively seek out information about their difficulties (or
their successes) in the classroom? Were these setbacks
experienced in vain?
Another missed opportunity to learn from students
has been in the Imagining
18 process. While countless
hours and dollars were poured
into this seemingly fruitful
visioning process, I wonder
why were students involved
so little.
Experts in fields from facility management to finance
evaluated SLUH throughout
the strategic thinking, and
subcommittees created goals

for the future of SLUH. Without student input adding to
professionals’ expertise, the The left side of Tim Kieras, S.J.’s face represents the pre-spring
whole process seems some- break version of himself, with a cool beard and sunglasses. The
what distant or disconnected right side is the sullen look of a cleanshaven face.
from the SLUH halls I walk
every day with my brothers. If
the visioning process was really to “realize new opportunities for our students,” why not
start with talking to current
SLUH students, instead of 20plus year alumni who remember a very different SLUH?
This week in SLUH history… the Prep News
The Imagining 18 website
volume 43, issue 29, which was published on April
says, “The future has great,
6, 1979, groundbreaking of the SLUH football stauntapped potential,” which
dium was announced. First, Fr. Tom Cummings
is true. I’m more concerned,
began the ceremony by leading the audience in
though, about the untapped
“When the Bills Go Marching In.” Then, a repknowledge of SLUH that sturesentative from the Missouri Provincial of the
dents. Every student holds
Society of Jesus blessed the grounds. Next, Mayor
valuable insight from a unique
Conway and SLUH alumnus Mr. James Cullen
perspective.
gave brief speeches. The ceremony was well-attended by students who all released balloons in
celebration of the groundbreaking.
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Faculty and staff attend diversity training sessions, as part of series
(continued from page 1)

coordinated the sessions, led
by Amy Hunter, Director for
Young Women’s Christian Association Racial Justice.
“She didn’t come in trying to tell us what we needed
to do or correct anything; basically she was just trying to
facilitate a conversation,” said
science teacher Eric LaBoube.
“Right from the start
when the diversity committee
that I was working with was
looking to go beyond the efforts of the fall, the goal of any
diversity training for faculty
and staff and employees, the
goal was to not just do a oneand-done presentation,” said
Moran. “But to start with an
introduction to Ms. Hunter
and her style of presentation
and themes and to quickly get
into a smaller group.”
LaBoube, who has taught
at SLUH since 1990, said that
having sessions on a subject
for the entire staff is somewhat rare.
“It is kind of unusual
including the staff in these
mixed groups. There aren’t
many topics that we address
like that. In fact, I don’t know
if I can remember any that
we’ve addressed like that since
I’ve been here.”
The groups of 15 to 20
staff and faculty members attending each session were
compiled randomly, according to Moran. This allowed
for each session to feature a
mixed representation from
various departments and areas of the school. The sessions

photo | Leo Heinz

Tech ed
Repairing
devices

(continued from page 1)

Amy Hunter, Director of Racial Justice at the YWCA, Tuesday during one of her eight sessions focussing on diversity and racism.

have been held in the morning and in the afternoon,
starting last Wednesday and
continuing through today.
Several teachers found
the session and the overall
continuing conversation on
diversity and racism to be
worthwhile.
“I would say that it was
time well spent. I don’t mind
doing things like this. She’s

clearly a bright woman and I
trust that it will be worthwhile
in the end,” LaBoube said.
“I thought the facilitator
was very knowledgeable, very
skilled. I was grateful for the
colleagues I was there with,”
Quinn said. “They seemed
engaged and open. It felt like
a relatively safe place to talk
about what can be difficult
things.”

These sessions are the
second of three planned presentations by Hunter. She
presented to the entire faculty
and staff an an in-service day
Feb. 13 and she will present
again to the entire faculty, and
some staff members, at the
April 27 faculty retreat. Moran said that this is an ongoing effort, and could possibly
continue into next year.

“I’ve been thrilled,”
Hunter said. “(The sessions)
have been great. They’ve questioned a lot, which is great
when people ask questions.
They’ve participated in the
training sessions, so I’m looking forward to what’s next and
how it impacts the lives of the
student population, because
that’s what I care most about.”

amongst iPads, their replacement just stays theirs, and the
repaired one goes back into
our stock,” said Dickmann.
With the wave of one-toone technology coming next
year, Technology Support
Specialist Linda Gruss anticipates an increase in need for
tech support.
“I see an impending need
for tech support, not necessarily repairs because most
additional devices are going
to be student-owned,” said
Gruss.
No warranties will be
offered through SLUH for
student-owned iPads. iPads
loaned by SLUH will be covered, however.
“We are looking to roll in
some form of warranty with
the loaning process with students with financial aid. …
We haven’t determined the
details on that just yet,” said
Dickmann.
Although
studentowned iPads won’t be covered through SLUH, the tech
department will be available
to help students with basic
problems.
“They are more than
welcome to come down and
speak to any of us in the tech
department,” said Gruss.

Robobills make strong resurgence at FIRST competition
BY Liam Heffernan
REPORTER

T

photos | courtesy of Eric Berg

he St. Louis U. High Robobills took great strides
in a comeback at the FIRST
Robotics Competition at
Chaifetz Arena on Saturday,
March 21.
Before any actual matches can begin, a team must
first compete in a set of qualifying rounds where teams
are paired randomly with
two other robots and pitted
against another team of three.
Then, for the actual competition, the top eight robots pick
their alliance of three. At this
year’s competition, there were
43 robots in total.
“That’s kind of the deciding factor whether you are going to move on to the playoffs
or if you are out in the qualifying rounds,” said Robotics
co-founder and senior Eric
Berg, who drove the robot in
the competition along with
sophomore Daniel Wagner.
The SLUH robotics team
did not make it into the top
eight but were picked by the
second-seeded team. Their
team beat the seventh-seeded
team in the quarterfinals but
fell in the semifinal round after not getting enough points.
Although they lost and were
not able to make it to the
world competition, they still
placed ninth overall, up from
24th last year.
The SLUH robotics team did not make it into the top eight but were picked by the second-seeded team.

“It was tough,” said junior Michael Hayes. “There
were some really good teams
there. I think we did really
well for the robot we had.”
Although the Chaifetz
competition was the main
attraction, there were many
things that happened behind
the scenes to prepare for it.
FIRST gave them a six-week
building period during which
the team had to build a robot
that could complete the task.
The team spent the first
four of the six weeks leading
up to the competition constructing a robot, named Totester, that would stack totes
and recycling bins in columns, with higher columns
earning the team more points.
This objective was released
by FIRST six weeks prior to
the competition. The team
also has other projects in the
works; it is currently in the
process of building a vending
machine.
“We’ve already built a lot
of it, but it’s still not done,”
said Berg.
While this is the only
competition for the Robotics
team this year, they will be
back for the FIRST competition again next year.
“For any kids who are interested in engineering, building things, or the computer
side of things, it’s just really
great,” said Hayes.

artwork | Hap Burke

Tuition set
at $16,000
for next year
(continued from page 1)
ship assistance needs,” Laughlin said.
The three to four percent increases of recent years
and the tuition covering 90
percent of the cost to educate
are the results of a Board of
Trustees strategic plan of several years ago, according to
Laughlin.
“When we looked at the
long-term history of tuition
increases, we realized that
those percent increases really
are not sustainable,” Laughlin
said. “And so it was a combination of managing the operating budget of the school
responsibly, making sure that
we were increasing financial
assistance so that more and
more families could afford to
go to school here, and managing our costs.”
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Ground broken on new Jesuit Residence

Collaboration a focus of
Imagining 18 measures
(continued from page 1)

following year.
A Director of Strategic
Curriculum Initiatives will
also be hired to work with
such an institute in addition
to implementing various strategic concepts involving collaboration-based curriculum.
“When we talk about that
role, it’s more than the collaboration between different
departments,” said Moran.
“We’re talking about global
education, so collaboration
with outside schools, international schools. We’re talking about initiative regarding
Campus Ministry furthering
retreat programs. We’re talking about collaboration and
internships with outside alums and corporations.”
photo | Leo Heinz
Concepts include expanToting shovels and clad ered on the plot just south of vid Laughlin, Jesuit Provincial nity, led a prayer blessing the sion of SLUH’s foreign-lanin hard hats, several members the Danis Field House to cel- Ron Mercier, benefactor and new ground, while members guage and English exchange
of the St. Louis U. High com- ebrate the groundbreaking of board member John D. Wun- of SLUH’s community and programs, for instance, with
munity turned dirt on the site a new Jesuit house, which will derlich, and Alderman Joseph BSI Constructors—the com- immersion trips in foreign
of the new Jesuit residence on begin construction within the Roddy, who has been a part of pany in charge of construc- countries, service trips such as
Thursday, March 12.
next month and finish next conversations regarding the tion for the residence—stuck with Mission Appalachia and
More than 50 adminis- fall.
residence for several years.
shovels into a plot of dirt.
trips to Camden, New Jersey,
trators, board members, JesuThe ceremony included
Jim Burshek, S.J., supe- —compiled by Sam Fentress.
and curriculum-related exits, faculty and students gath- remarks from President Da- rior of SLUH’s Jesuit commucursions like the Irish Literature trip.
“How do we coordinate
those things? A trip to Ireland
photo | Nolen Doorack brings more than the ability
to study Irish literature. What
else could we be studying
there? Are there justice issues,
are there history issues, are
there language issues?” said
Moran.
Specifically, SLUH would
hope to expand its foreign
exchange program with students at the Nanjing Foreign
Language School in Nanjing,
China. The program has been
in place for 20 years and usually brings in two to four students to spend a semester here
(SLUH is currently hosting
Lancer Li and Linda Li). The
program would expand so
that SLUH could receive up to
ten students second semester
sophomore year who would
stay through graduation.
SLUH’s current foreign
language program would also
expand to include Arabic.
“(Arabic is) the fifth
most spoken language; it’s a
language of politics and business and religion, and if we’re
On Monday, a group of Sudanese journalists visited SLUH. The journalists were given a tour by Director of Admissions Anja
talking about equipping stuSchmelter, who brought them to the Prep News office during activity period where they spoke, with the aid of an English-Arabic
dents to lead in the next set
translator, with members of the Prep News. Editor-in-Chief Sam Fentress, news editor Jack Kiehl, and staff member Joe Slama
spoke with the journalists about the paper and answered questions from the men and women.
of generations, I think there

Journalists visit the Prep News

Last week, 13 Russian exchange students and two teachers visited SLUH.

5

was a sense that that’s a pretty
prominent world language …
so we should consider adding it to our curriculum,” said
Laughlin in a Feb. 24 interview with the Prep News.
The strategic objectives
also involve specific goals surrounding collaboration. On a
global scale, SLUH will work
with Educate Magis, a soonto-be-launched site that will
connect and facilitate the exchange of ideas between Jesuit
schools around the world.
Laughlin talked about
meeting the president of a Jesuit school in India at the International Seminar on Ignatian Pedagogy and Spirituality
(SIPEI) in Manresa, Spain, in
November and noticed a lot
of similarities between the
schools. But different environments come with different
problems to solve.
“At his school one of their
top concerns … is the safety
of their students from wild tigers,” said Laughlin.
Educate Magis would facilitate connections between
those schools.
Under a more collaboration-based
curriculum,
SLUH would also develop a
four-year learning skills program. This program would
address skills students need as
they transition to high school
their freshman year and help
develop skills for college and
careers.
Collaboration has been
a major topic of discussion
throughout much of the
Imagining 18 visioning process, especially in one of the
original visioning groups,
21st Century Curriculum, cochaired by math teacher Dan
See and Joseph Schulte, ’86.
“Some of the things we
talked about directly addressed collaboration, other
things were kind of folded
into collaboration,” said See.
See said one of the elements of 21st-century curriculum is collaboration in how
to best prepare students to enter the workforce and for how
they should live in the world.
“People have said when
you go out to work you’re going to collaborate with people
locally, nationally, internationally,” said See. “For many
jobs, collaboration is just part
of what you do.”

photo | Dominik Skroska
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Fire in the hole: Robotics-built cannon blows science dep. to smithereens
BY Jom GnosBY and The
Cowboy Kids

M

embers of the St. Louis
U. High science department were surprised when a
sizable lead sphere shattered
the West-facing window of
their office yesterday afternoon. The sphere, reportedly
a cannonball fired by former
theology teacher Ralph Houlihan, injured no one but left
several department members
in severe shock.
“I’m sitting there eating
composted banana peels, and
this big metal soccer ball just
completely takes out the window,” said environmental science teacher Bill Anderson.
The Prep News discovered late last evening that the
firing was the first of many
moves coming out of a strategic plan Houlihan has created to liven up life at SLUH,
in addition to enhancing the
mission of SLUH’s Cannonball Club.
“Ever since I moved to
the third floor, things have
been pretty dull,” said Hou-

lihan. “I needed a way to release some creative energy.”
The group set up shop in
J-15, a room in the far reaches
of SLUH’s basement where
Houlihan has dug out into a
cavernous lab. Houlihan “enlisted” members of SLUH’s
Robotics club to assist in his
plans, although several students were allegedly denied
food and water until plans for
the cannon were completed.
“Eric Berg was able to
build this (a cannon) in a
cave!” bellowed Houlihan to
senior Eric Berg. “With a box
of scraps!”
“Uh, Father? I am Eric
Berg. And we’re in a cave
right now,” referring to the
cold, damp prison in which
they stood.
The cannon itself was designed by math teacher Craig
Hannick, who denied knowing the cannon’s purpose at
that time.
“The model I designed
was around 10 inches tall,”
said Hannick. “He said it was
a present for Mr. Kieras.”

Robotics members built
the cannon with scrap metal
Houlihan picked up in a nearby nuclear waste facility, also
using with critical motor parts
from his 1959 Ford Edsel. The
powder-blue, chrome-trim
cannon stands three feet tall
and is known to cause acute
radiation syndrome.
The underground cave,
which has received funding
from SLUH’s endowment and
Imagining 18 fundraising,
will continue to double as a
nuclear research facility and
a Jesuit seminary, two hopeful additions described in
I18 meetings. President Dave
Laughlin has titled it The
Danis-Backer-Si Mega-Facility For Underground Nuclear
and Jesuit Operational Development (abbreviated FUNJOD).
“It has a nice ring to it,”
said Laughlin.
Houlihan has said that
there is theological merit to
his actions.
“Some Joe Handsome hit
Ignatius with a cannon, and

Burnt out? More like burnt iPads

BY Real Humans
NOT ROBOTS

A

fter a long, frenzied bout
of seminars, meetings,
and pilot programs, the St.
Louis U. High administration announced Monday that
their fire for technology has
officially died—devices will
no longer be required for the
2015-2016 school year.
“We looked at the data,
the statistics, the numbers.”
said principal John Moran.
“And then we realized: we’re
just not feeling it anymore.”
“Myeah,” said President
David Laughlin, boredly
twiddling his thumbs in a
chair behind his desk yesterday evening.
The decision—or as it has
been called by Vice President
for Mission Jim Linhares, the
“blergh”—came out of an Instructional Council meeting
last Thursday. In the face of
impending logistical issues
and mountains of paperwork,

the group seemed to begin to
burn out.
“We sat down Thursday morning in the conference room … that’s all we
did. We just sat and looked at
each other for two hours. Bill
Brown and I got into a staring contest, which I won after
his eyes began to bleed,” said
math department chair Dan
See.
The announcement came
in the form of a Post-It note
stapled to the back of a door
in sophomore hallway. In a
barely comprehensible scrawl,
the note read: “haha no more
iPads.”
“There were a lot of reasons to move forward with
technology at SLUH,” said science department chair Mary
Russo. “But there were also
a lot of reasons to kick back,
relax, and forget about the
whole kit and caboodle.”
The decision came as a
relief for Director of Informa-

tion Technology Jon Dickmann.
“Thank heavens,” said
Dickmann. “The tech logistics
task list was getting longer
and longer and I haven’t even
finished Season 4 of X-Files—
well, my third run through X
Files.”
Administrators responded to parents’ questions and
concerns with fatigued gazes,
apathetic looks, and in the
case of Facilities Director Joe
Rankin, moving to obscure islands in the Caribbean.
In celebration of the decision, freshman who owned
iPads hosted a large-scale
burning in the office of Vice
Principal for Academics Tom
Becvar.
“Please help me!” yelled
Becvar through a cloud of
carcinogenic fumes. The Prep
News was unable to make out
any further quotes.

Philtrum Phil is new Billiken name
(continued from page 6)

Admissions
minion
Adam Cruz played a key role
in the rebranding.
“It was after we printed
those Blippar ads, and we
still had another $2,000 lying
around,” Cruz said. “So we
gave our friends at Paradigm
Media a call, and they told
us they could mess around
a little bit and see what they
could do.”
The new Billiken is officially a part of the new branding as designed by Paradigm
Media. Official colors include
blue, dark blue, navy blue,
dark navy blue, and warm
gray.
“What’s important isn’t
how much money we spent,
or what colors we pick, or
what designs we approve.”
said Admissions Director
Anja Schmelter. “No, what’s
important is that someday,

some sixth or seventh grader
with a philtrum will see that
billiken in the mail, see that
billiken with that philtrum on
its face. Maybe the boy would
touch his own philtrum.
Maybe he’d just smile. But
deep down inside he’d know
that he and that billiken have
something in common. That
small, unnoticeable groove

between your nose and your
upper lip.”
“And then he’d come to
SLUH,” Cruz added.
The updated billiken will
be posted on the website later
this week. Some talk has been
made for including forehead
wrinkles in the new design,
but the Administration has no
plans to add these yet.

Criminal mastermind Ralph Houlihan shares a friendly word in the deep recesses of SLUH’s basement.

it was the best thing that ever
happened to him,” said the
priest in a press release yesterday, which aired on local television. In the days following
the release, Berg has received
special praise from the administration for his work.
“You know, Eric is a really great kid with really great
hair,” said principal John Moran. “It’s not often we get a

student who has flow like that,
let alone one who can build
weapons.”
Faculty members are divided as to whether or not the
program is worth it.
“Sure, it provides a
chance for hands-on, experiential learning, which is nice
when you consider the new
AP Physics 1 and 2 courses,”
said physics teacher Paul Bau-

dendistel. “But you also have
to consider the fact that they
literally fired a cannon into
our office.”
But
Houlihan
isn’t
letting that deter him.
“I’ve got my boys working on the next project already: a bigger cannon that
we’ll hopefully point at the
biology rooms.”

“It looks nice”: dress code changes
BY Morton Sunspey
PICTURE TAKER

S

t. Louis U. High administrators have recently
announced more changes
for the upcoming school
year, including a new regular dress and formal attire
policy.
The new policy states
that all students must wear
brown loafers, slacks, a white
or blue button-down shirt,
SLUH-distributed tie and
SLUH-distributed blazer.
“It looks nice,” said
football coach Gary Kornfeld, who will be receiving a
tailor-made formal sweatsuit
which he will wear every day.
For uniformity and to
appease the branding police, the blazers will all bear
a SLUH logo on the pocket.
The logos will, of course, fit
the proper font, color, and
layout standards found at
branding.sluh.org and will
be the first SLUH product to
actually do so.
“STUCO never really listened to our guidelines in making any of their
shirts, but, I mean, they walk
around with hoodies all
day and no one stops them.
We’re just too afraid to say

no,” said Anja Schmelter.
Students will also have
to wear neck or bowties with
fleur-de-lis on them. Due to
the difficulty most students
have in tying bowties, videos
of juniors tying bowties will
be playing on continuous
loop on all tv monitors until
all students are able to properly do so.
The new regular dress
code now also has new guidelines for facial hair: if it looks
good, keep it.
“That’s pretty much what
we do now,” said Assistant
Principal for Student Life
Brock Kesterson, who is occasionally seen sporting a green
sweater.
Students who wish to
grow facial hair must first
submit a request to a new facial hair board made up of a
mustachioed Dick Wehner,
the ever critical John Mueller, and Mary Russo. If the
request is granted, students
may return to the board with
the facial hair and allowed
either to keep it or have it
forcefully shaved by the food
service staff while new ASC
teacher Joe Schulte cackles at
the sight.
The rules also apply to
faculty, most likely the reason

John Moran is now cleanshaven.
“He looked homeless,”
said Mueller.
“RT,” said Russo.
Rules for formal attire
have also changed; students
must now wear white-tie formal outfits on Mass days or
when Kesterson is in a punishing mood. Former all-state
running back Dave Laughlin
has already been seen trying
out monocles, though they
are not required.
Dress-down days will
simply never exist.
“Everyone looked like
slobs on those days,” said the
great Mark Cummings, who
claims to have once met Heidi
Klum. Full-disclosure, Cummings will be keeping the
beard.
The
announcement
came as students returned
from Spring Break when it
was tweeted by alumni who
had heard the news from an
“anonymous source.”
“SLUH isn’t the same as
it used to be!” said avowed
capitalist and SLUH’s most
famous alumnus, Michael
Harrington. “iPads, now ties?
What’s next?”

graphic | Gispeype Vitellaro
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Bike lane or student pain? Oakland Ave. now cyclist friendly
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The new bike lane on Oakland Ave.
BY Jack
STAFF

Sinay

C

onstruction on Oakland
Avenue during spring
break resulted in the change
of one of the street’s two lanes
into a bike lane, which has
helped create a safer passage
for bikers on the thoroughfare
but has also left many students worried about increased
traffic delays.
Many students who drive
on the street every day have
called into question the bike
lane, most especially its purpose. The discontent is mainly
rooted in delays turning onto
Hampton to get to Interstate
40, where many students sit
stalled at the intersection during rush hour.
“(Since the construction
of the bike lane), I’ve seen a
line from that intersection all
the way back to Forest Park
Community College almost
every day coming home,” said
junior Patrick Schuler, who
drives down the street daily.
“I’ve seen that huge line,
too,” said junior Chris Campbell. “I think we need to write

a letter to the people who
make the roads.”
A faction of students
don’t feel it is necessary to
have a bike lane there, especially considering how it has
taken away an entire lane for
something they don’t see people do very often on the street.
“Frankly, I haven’t seen
one biker at all on the whole
thing, and it gets really
jammed up after school,” said
junior Henry Mungenast.
“How am I supposed to
pass a slow carpool mom?”
said junior John Heaney.
In fact, tweets from students complaining about the
bike lane have sprung up after the bike lane’s construction, and have even included
hashtags aimed at boycotting
Oakland Avenue.
However, although many
students dislike the change,
some do believe it is necessary, even with the traffic delays.
“I think it’s beneficial
since there is a large population of bikers around this part
of town,” said junior Alix Sex-

ton-Warner, who wrote a rap
about the street earlier this
year. “Oakland is a busy street
at certain parts of the day, but
I typically see bikers in the
early morning or afternoon,
so I guess it just depends on
what time you’re on it.”
Teachers who ride their
bikes to and from school also
believe the bike lane is needed, and think it will help make
St. Louis more biker-friendly.
“I think it’s a great idea
to try to include bikes and
pedestrians in the mix, especially since part of the issue
with transportation in the
United States is that it’s so carcentered,” said cycling teacher
Kevin Moore. “Because the
more we can bring pedestrians and cyclists and public
transportation into the mix, I
think the better off we’ll be.”
“Right now, I see it with a
‘if you built it, they will come’
mentality, where if making a
friendlier bike environment
would mean that more people
would actually ride their bikes
to work,” said Head of Sustainability Anne Marie Lodholz.

“But right now, I think you
take your life in your hands
when you ride on St. Louis
streets.”
“If people can get used to
bikers and accept them, and
bikers can be more responsible,” said math teacher George
Mills, who rides his bike to
school daily, “St. Louis could
become a really good place to
ride a bike.”
On the other hand,
there are some who think the
change won’t have a very large
effect.
Athletic Director Dick
Wehner believes traffic from
SLUH’s sporting events will
most likely be the same,
though he is worried that with
larger sporting events, such
as the Running of the Bills or
Chaminade-SLUH basketball
games, students and fans may
try to use the bike lane as a
regular lane.
“I think when it’s heavy,
heavy traffic, people will get
into that bike lane, that inside
lane, and make a right hand
turn,” said Wehner.
Students have already be-

gun doing this when turning
onto Hampton during rush
hour, as many have grown
tired from the long lines of
traffic.
Several students reported
seeing cars misuse the bike
lane to turn on to Hampton
during traffic.
However, according to
Dan Schulte, son of theater director Joe Schulte and a police
officer in St. Louis city, traffic
tickets may be issued to drivers who impede the lane.
“The actual traffic violation for driving in a bike
lane in the City of St. Louis
is driving upon a sidewalk or
bicycle/pedestrian right-ofway,” Schulte said in an e-mail
to the Prep News. “These are
treated and handled just like a
violation you would get while
operating a motor vehicle.”
According to Schulte,
these are like moving violations, and tickets issued can
be more than parking violations and less than speeding
tickets. However, it ultimately
comes down to the judge who
is handling the case, which
can cause fines and license
suspensions to vary.
As for the bikers, they
can be issued tickets as well,
and violations can range from
riding on a sidewalk to not
having a reflecting light at
night.
The formal law for the
distance between a bike and
a car (when a bike lane is included on a street) is roughly
three feet. The new bike lane
has a buffer that varies in size
along Oakland, but when
measured at the Science Center, it was exactly three feet.
The lane itself measured about
seven feet, while the car lane
was 10.
The construction of the
bike lane comes almost three
months after Forest Park Forever, the nonprofit manager of
Forest Park, announced the final donation for construction
to the Skinker-McCauslandOakland-Clayton-Highway
40 intersection on the southwest side of the park. The an-

nouncement concluded a $2
million project that has been
years in the making and included a $1.6 million grant
from the federal government.
The project will include
rewiring and timed crosswalks
on the intersection’s stoplight,
as well as a mile of sidewalk
along the north side of Oakland in order to connect the
street to Skinker and the park.
Right now, however, the only
change that has occurred is
the bike lane, which stretches
from the entrance to the Science Center and SLUH’s turnaround to Hampton. More
work is being done on Oakland in between Hampton
and the intersection, and the
bulk of the work on the actual
intersection is expected sometime this summer.
According to Director of
Facilities Joe Rankin, SLUH
was not consulted about the
bike lane prior to its construction, which was the same case
in years prior when a bike lane
was added to Manchester Avenue to the south of SLUH.
The overall purpose of the
project is to “activate a stretch
of Forest Park few use—the
strip of green space between
Highway 40 and Oakland—
and make the park’s southwest
entrance much more inviting,” said Forest Park Forever
engineer David Lenczycki in
the St. Louis Post-Dispatch on
Jan. 8.
The project will likely increase traffic around SLUH,
which is exactly what students
are worried about. However,
although the traffic around
SLUH seems to be on the
rise, Alderman Scott Ogilvie,
whose 24th Ward includes
parts of Oakland and Dogtown, promised the project
is “well worth it” in the PostDispatch. He believes that although the construction will
inconvenience many, the benefits will “impact people all
over the place.”
—Leo Heinz contributed reporting.

Empire State of Mind: Band conquers NYC competition over break
photo | courtesy of Mr. Russ Volmert

Band teacher Jeff Pottinger conducts the jazz band at clinic at Julliard.
BY Adam
REPORTER

F

P. Vonder Haar

orty-eight students in the
symphonic, orchestra, and
jazz bands, along with band
teacher Jeff Pottinger, English teacher Tim Curdt, and

some parents, loaded a bus
and traveled to New York City
to participate in the World
Strides Heritage New York
City Music Festival on Saturday, March 14.
The band arrived at Riv-

erside Church in NYC on a
rainy Saturday morning for
the festival. SLUH’s symphonic band was the first to
perform.
“We weren’t sure what
anyone else sounded like … so

being that first group up there
was kind of nerve-racking,”
said junior and symphonic
band member Manny de Legarreta.
Despite a 14-hour bus
ride and lack of sleep, all three
of SLUH’s bands had outstanding performances. The
symphonic band, orchestra,
and jazz bands all won the
“Superior Rating,” which is
earned by an average score
higher than 90 out of 100 from
judges Mika Carubia from St.
Joseph’s College and Maureen
Hynes and Carl Strommen
from Long Island College.
Despite SLUH’s smaller
orchestra of eight people (versus larger groups of about 30),
they still won first for the Orchestra Band Section of the
tournament. Jazz Band earned
a score of 98/100, the highest
score awarded in the whole
festival, which won them the
Sweepstakes Award.
“We were pretty impressed with how well every-

one played,” said de Legarreta.
“That we were able to get up
there and represent ourselves
so well through our music and
be able to bring SLUH some
pride in New York.”
“The judges just raved
after them. They were all very
complimentary,” said Pottinger.
Because SLUH earned
such a high score and was
awarded the “Superior Award”
in this New York festival, they
will be eligible to travel to
more prestigious festivals in
other cities.
“It’s pretty cool for them
to have reached it in the first
shot,” said Pottinger.
“The way I think the program is growing and the path
Mr. Pottinger is leading us
down is definitely leaning towards getting out there more
and going to different places,”
said de Legarreta.
The Jazz Band spent
Monday at a jazz clinic at the
Juilliard School, where they

played for Alvin Atkinson, a
successful jazz drummer who
is also an educator at Jazz at
Lincoln Center. After the
band played a song, Atkinson
gave a 45-minute breakdown
of the song and how to improve it.
“He was amazing,” said
junior Chris Walsh. “He was
a really good musician and
told us to fix things that would
make the whole performance
better. It was really good to
work with him.”
While in New York City,
the band also got to experience
some of the great attractions
in the city, including eating
in Chinatown and Little Italy.
After the awards ceremony,
students boarded a boat with
other schools participating in
the festival to cruise around
the Statue of Liberty at night.
They were also able to see Les
Misérables on Broadway and
tour the Empire State building
in their last couple of days.
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Season review: SLUH basketball back on the map
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BY Marty Johnson
SPORTS EDITOR

W

hen Erwin Claggett became
the new head basketball
coach of St. Louis U. High following the 2011-12 season, the Jr. Bills
hadn’t won an MCC game in over
two years. Three years later, after
coaching SLUH to its first Final
Four appearance in 33 years and its
first District title in 23 years, it’s sufficient to say that the program has
come full circle.
“The Final Four is something
that a lot of coaches coach for a
number of years and not get there,”
said Claggett. “That was something
that I thought would happen down
the line. It was a blessing to be there
in only my third year.”
Under Claggett, the Jr. Bills
have improved steadily, winning 15
games in 2013 and last year. But, after graduating seven seniors, growing pains were expected.
“We were a very young team,
we played a lot of up and down
games,” said senior forward Hunter
Schmidt.
With seven sophomores,
the team struggled early to close
out tight games, losing narrowly
to Oakville, Belleville West, and
Althoff in the first two months of
the season. But it was the Belleville
West game that Claggett pointed to
as the turning point of the season.
“We had lost a game on a controversial call against Belleville West
and it was tough losing the game in
that manner,” said Claggett. “That
was one of the darkest points of the
year and they were able to come
back the very next night and win. I
knew then that we had a chance to
be special.”

BY Keith Thomas
CORE STAFF

T

Sophomore Brandon McKissic dribbled into the lane against Blue Springs South in the Semi-Final game at Mizzou
Arena.

The experience paid off for the
young team later, as they were able
to beat Webster Groves during the
regular season to break into the top
ten rankings. A month later, the Jr.
Bills bested the Statesmen again,
this time in the District championship game, thanks to sophomore
shooting guard Brandon McKissic’s
last-second heroics.
“I was focused all season on
winning Districts,” said Schmidt.
From there, the Jr. Bills beat
Battle High School and Jackson
High School to punch its ticket to
Columbia, where the team fell to

the eventual state champion Blue
Springs South.
However, what makes the Jr.
Bills’ season even more remarkable was their schedule. Playing in
the MCC is tough. Like SEC football tough. SLUH’s opponents in
the MCC finished with a combined
record of 71-31, a winning percentage of .634. Every team made it to
its respective District Finals, with
three of the five advancing to the
State tournament.
“You play against top notch
competition night in and night out
(in the MCC),” said Claggett. “That’s

Waterpolo tramples local competition,
places second at York Tournament
BY Tim
STAFF

O

Nile

utscoring opponents 123-28
in the first seven games of the
season, the St. Louis U. High water
polo team looks hungry for another
shot at the State Championship.
By winning its first three regular season games and then traveling
to Chicago and placing second at
the York tournament, the team has
had a busy and successful start to
the season.
The team started its season
by dominating Fort Zumwalt West
22-1 in the season opener at The

Rugby
becomes
nationally
ranked after
Nashville
tourney

Principia School. Player of the game
junior defender Chris Kreienkamp
showed his varsity experience on
both sides of the ball by putting up
three goals, four assists, two steals,
and two field blocks.
Junior 2-meter Mark Franz
scored seven goals coupled with
two assists to lead the team to a 22-0
home-opener win over Chaminade.
Before leaving for their tournament in Chicago, senior captain
and 2-meter Colin Derdeyn either
assisted or scored on the first 10
goals for the Jr. Billikens in their
19-4 win over Marquette. Derdeyn,
photo | Nolen Doorack

With quick defense junior Chris Kreinkamp beat a Marquette player to the
ball last Wednesday.

in his first eligible game, ended up
having nine goals, seven assists, and
eight field blocks before the night
ended.
Senior goalie Arthur Larson
has reassumed the starting position
and looked impressive in his first
regular season games. Junior goalie
Jim Hogan has also had strong appearances in goal throughout the
start of the season.
Three juniors made their varsity debuts in these games, including defender Patrick Schuler, who
scored from the 2-meter position in
the first game of the season. Schuler’s debut was accompanied by defender Michael Krause and attacker
Thomas O’Brien.
The squad experienced better
competition in the York Tournament in Chicago.
“The tournament was a great
experience,” said head coach Paul
Baudendistel. “Traveling in general
is good for team bonding.”
In their opening 18-7 win
against Mundelein, the Jr. Bills
weren’t shy using their offense early,
outscoring the competition 10-0 in
the first half, highlighted by a fivegoal streak by Derdeyn.
The team’s second game of the
tournament was a 19-7 win against
New Trier. Having only a one-goal
lead late in the first period, the Jr.
Bills used their press defense and
amped the score up to 8-1 in a span
of just 91 seconds. Goalie performances from Larson with ten saves
and Hogan with seven saves sup

continued on page 10

one of the first things I noticed right
away at the beginning of the season:
how good all five teams were going
to be.”
The team’s non-conference
schedule was just as formidable.
Althoff finished second in the Illinois Class 3A State Tournament
and St. Charles, whom the Jr. Bills
lost to twice, won the Class 4 title.
Against this stout competition,
SLUH imposed its physical, defensive-minded, high energy style of
play that has become the trademark
of Claggett’s teams. For the season,

continued on page 11

Lax faces
tough outof-town
competition
BY John Michael
REPORTER

Fitzgerald

W

hile many spring sports at
SLUH have just begun to
play games, the lacrosse season is in
full swing. The Laxbills have played
seven games to date, going 3-4.
In the first game of the season,
on March 10, the Jr. Bills traveled to
Ladue to play the defending state
champions, the MICDS Rams. The
team fought hard after a slow offensive start. The first quarter score was
only 2-0 in favor of the Rams, and
4-0 at the half.
“The defense held up well
against a very strong MICDS offense,” said senior co-captain and
attackman Eric Helfrich. In the
fourth quarter, Helfrich picked up
the first Jr. Bill goal of the season,
making the score 7-1. Later in the
fourth, sophomore midfielder Nolan Corker picked up his first career varsity goal. The final score was
9-2. Junior Patrick Broughton also
played well, winning 11 of the 15
faceoffs he took.
“With it being our first game of
the season and playing the defending state champions, it was obviously going to be an indicator of where
we were as a team and what we need
to do to win a state championship,”
said Helfrich.
“(It was a) wake up call,” said
junior midfielder Patrick Flood. “It’s

continued on page 9

he St. Louis U. High Rugby team elevated its play
in March with an impressive
3-0 performance at the Nash
Bash tournament in Nashville, Tenn., and a convincing
defeat over rival Eureka. The
strong month for the team has
been noticed, as the Jr. Bills
have been ranked at No. 36
nationally, according to Goff
Rugby Report.
The Jr. Bills started
the Nash Bash tournament
against the Oakland Patriots
out of Murfreesboro, Tenn.
Despite a slow start, the Jr.
Bills powered through the
opposition with a try from
senior Drew Mudd in the first
half for a 7-0 lead.
Sophomore scrum half
Luke Sextro slipped through
the Oakland line for another
try later in the game, and with
two conversions from Mudd,
the Jr. Bills won the game convincingly, 20-0.
Despite the win, the Jr.
Bills were at a loss. Late in the
game, a skirmish between the
Oakland players and SLUH
sophomore Ryan Houghland
resulted in a red card for both
Houghland and an Oakland
player. Due to tournament
rules, Houghland was banned
from the rest of the tournament. Junior Keith Thomas
took his place at the lock position for the next two games.
“(Oakland) was real
chippy,” said assistant coach
Chris Keeven. “The red cards
had to come out, and it was
unfortunate that (Houghland) got the red because he
actually didn’t do anything
wrong.”
The next day, the Jr. Bills
had to turn around and play
two games, one against a toptier Indiana team, the HSE
Royals, and the other against
Ravenwood High School.
Staggering a bit after the
tough, physical game against
Oakland, the Jr. Bills’ defense
held strong throughout the
first half, with neither team
scoring. Sophomore Jacob
Coriell and freshman Teddy
Gerard both played stellar
games, and stepped up for
players who didn’t travel to
Nashville.
Early in the second half,
the Jr. Bills pushed down the
field and deep into the Royals’
half. After a penalty, Mudd
opted to take a penalty kick,
and converted for a 3-0 lead.
The Royals, showing
their physicality, answered
quickly with a try, and for the
first time in the tournament,
the Jr. Bills trailed 5-3 after a
missed conversion from the
Royals.
Despite the threat, SLUH
held strong, and Mudd converted a late penalty kick to

continued on page 10

Track dominates en route to
Gateway Invitational win

BY Cade Dernlan
REPORTER

T

he Saint Louis U. High
varsity track team opened
its season March 21, winning
the Gateway Invitational by a
wide margin.
Junior Dustan Davidson placed second in the
1600-meter race, with a time
of 4:25.
“I felt pretty confident
with the result overall,” said
Davidson. “It’s still the first
meet of the year, so although I
got second, I was content with
the outcome.”
Junior Robert Caldwell
finished second in the
100-meter dash.
Both athletes are excited
for the remainder of the season, and have high goals in
mind.
“I definitely think that

the goal for this season is to
win State in the 800,” said Davidson. “Also to place in the
1600.”
Caldwell, captain of a
young sprint squad, hopes to
reach State. With no seniors
sprinting this season, Caldwell
has stepped up to serve as junior captain. However, with
so much youth on the team,
the future looks bright for the
SLUH sprint team.
At Gateway, the jump
squad endured a tough meet.
“We didn’t do our best at
Gateway,” said junior Brendan
Underwood. “But we know we
can do better and we’re training hard and I think everyone
will break their personal record this year.”
Underwood
jumped
17’6” in the long jump at
Gateway.

Junior Adam Cross finished first for SLUH in shot
put and 14th overall, while
freshman Sam Evans placed
21st.
Jr. Bill pole vaulters also
enjoyed a successful day, coming in first and second. Senior
Thomas Walsh won with a
jump of 10’6”. Senior George
Howe cleared 10 feet, good
for second place and a PR for
him.
“The season is early, and
we are hoping to just focus
on improvement,” said head
coach Joe Porter. “We can’t
control how other teams race,
but we can control how we
improve. That will be our focus this season and the results
will take care of itself,”.
Varsity races next at
Chaminade this afternoon in
the MCC Relays.
photo | Mr. Bill Lepak

Junior Rob Caldwell sprinted in the 100 meter dash at Wash U’s Gateway Invitational.

Vball has its eyes on the prize: State
BY Leo Henken and Jake
Swyers
REPORTERS

U

nder the guidance of an
experienced new coach,
Jeff Cheak, the St. Louis U.
High varsity volleyball team
looks to make another deep
run in the 2015 State Tournament.
With its next six games
on the road, the team looks
to make a strong statement to
establish its dominance. This
year’s roster features a number
of talented players, with some
of the state’s best sporting the
Jr. Billiken blue and white. In
addition, team cohesiveness
will be a factor in the team’s
success.
“The one thing that sticks
out, besides our team’s talent,
is our team being a team,” said
Cheak. “From day one they
had a sense of confidence,
but that confidence is driven
by how hard we work in the
gym.”
“(State) is what we are
all working for. We have the
potential,” said junior Paul
Henken. “Ryan Abeln is really
leading the team right now,
and Shawn Hughes is driving
the team forward with his talent.”
Coming off a devastating and upset loss in the State
semifinals to CBC last year,
the SLUH squad is ready to
come back with even more
energy and vigor. Cheak, the
former Vianney coach, made
the transition to the Jr. Bills in
the offseason in order to take
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over one of the area’s top programs.
“(Cheak) has a lot of experience as a coach,” said junior Alec Keil. “He has many
State titles under his belt at
Vianney, and his experience
coaching at a high level will
bring energy to the team.”
A respected volleyball
figure in the region, Cheak
has coached some of the best
high school talent, with seven
State titles as a Vianney varsity coach and two titles as a
player at Vianney.
Cheak noted that SLUH
was a great next spot for him
to coach.
“Mr. Wehner and the
reputation he has in the St.
Louis sports community was a
main factor in my decision to
come to SLUH,” Cheak said.
“The fact that volleyball is a
first tier sport, the winning
tradition, alumni support,
and the players also added to
my decision.”
With just two seniors,
the relative youth of the
team should play in well with
coachability. Everybody on
the court has a will to win,
adding to the total confidence
of the squad.
Hughes, a big name in
the Danis Field House this
year, should be the element
that leads the team to a title.
He was SLUH’s go-to offensive
threat last season, averaging
4.23 kills a set, and was a St.
Louis Post-Dispatch All-Metro First Team player last year
as a sophomore. Under the

radar of the country’s top colleges, Hughes looks to display
even more power this year.
Another key part of
the team will be 6’10” Huhmann, who is also getting attention from the nation’s top
programs. With an obvious
height advantage, Huhmann
seeks to become one of the
area’s top middle hitters.
Senior Ryan Abeln, one
of the “Five Players to Watch”
from the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, should act as the team’s
glue throughout the season.
Abeln and Brendan Komp, the
team’s two seniors, are striving to set an example for the
young team.
Sophomore Leo Henken
will be unable to play for the
majority of the season. Out
with a fractured right foot, he
is expected to return to full
play by mid-May.
“Leo was a player that
was penciled in to be a starter,
and losing a starter is always
difficult. When he returns, he
allows our team some more
flexibility and some different
looks,” said Cheak.
Other players who will
influence the team’s success
will be junior David Corley,
sophomore Danny Meissner,
and junior Alec Keil.
“Each day we are in the
gym, each point we play, our
team is working to improve
and position ourselves to be
the most prepared by the playoffs,” said Cheak. “Our primary goal is State, and the team’s
hard work could get us there.”
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to .500 with win against Loveland
(continued from page 8)

the type of game we use to go
forward in the season, knowing what we need to fix.”
The Bills bounced back
from their season-opening
loss with a big conference
win over Chaminade, easily
handling the Red Devils 136. Again Helfrich came up
big for SLUH, notching seven
points on two goals and five
assists. The Bills were also
helped by senior co-captain
and midfielder Noah Hewlett
(2 goals, 1 assist), who had just
come off a calf injury, senior
attackman Henry Konzen
(2 goals, 1 assist), and junior
midfielder Michael Hall (1
goal, 3 assists).
“Against MICDS we came
out slow and we got it handed
to us,” said Broughton. “Although we started slow again
against Chaminade, after a
morale boost at halftime, we
went on to get a great conference win.”
The defense played well
again, and the offense brought
a 7-0 onslaught in the third
quarter that was exactly what
the Bills needed to keep rolling and pick up their first win.
“Chaminade was a good
team win. Anytime you have a
faceoff man (Broughton) that
is giving you lots of extra possessions and a goalie ( junior
Jack Perryman) that is making
saves, you’ll be in every game
you play. But it’s really nice to
have a strong offensive showing, especially after the slump
in the MICDS game.”
After defeating Chaminade, the team took a trip to
Memphis for spring break
to play three games, two
of which were against topranked teams in the southern
region.
On the first night of
their trip, the Jr. Bills played
the four-time defending Tennessee state champions, the
Memphis University School
Owls, who were ranked eighth
in the South prior to the game.
The Bills lost the game 14-4.
In their second game,
SLUH
played
McCallie
School, a boarding school out
of Nashville, who was ranked
third in the South and a top
50 team in the nation. The Jr.

Bills were handed their toughest loss in recent program history, losing 21-1 against an
outrageous McCallie team.
“Those two teams are
probably the best teams this
club has ever faced,” said
Hewlett. “Even though we
lost, we learned a lot about
our team.”
“Those games are really
good for two reasons: they
humble you, because you see
what high school lacrosse can
be at its highest level when
you’re playing college commits, and because those teams
are very skilled at picking
apart your weaknesses,” said
Perryman.
On their last day in Memphis, the Jr. Bills played Christian Brothers High School
Memphis, a brother school
of CBC here in St. Louis. The
Bills matched scores with
Christian Brothers for most of
the game. At the beginning of
the fourth quarter, the score
was tied 7-7. The final score
was 10-8 Christian Brothers,
a disappointing loss for the
Jr. Bills, who beat the Purple
Wave at home last year.
“That was a heartbreaking game. After being destroyed in the two games before, we really wanted a win
to end the trip on,” said Perryman. “It’s frustrating to be
so close in those games in the
fourth quarter and to let them
slip away when we could’ve
ended the game off on our
own. But that said, we know
where to move forward now.”
The Jr. Bills cleared less
than 40 percent against the
Purple Wave and were beaten
on ground balls 40-19. But,
the trip wasn’t all bad. The final game saw a breakout performance for junior attackman Patrick Durnien, who
scored two goals in his first
game of the season after missing time with an illness, and
another great game for Perryman, who had a career high 20
saves.
The team returned to
St. Louis to play the Eureka
Wildcats last Tuesday. After
two quick first quarter goals,
the defense put up 20 minutes
of shutout. The offense also
found its groove in the game,

scoring 8 goals on Tuesday.
The game was interrupted
by a thunderstorm, and was
completed on Wednesday,
where the Jr. Bills finished off
the Wildcats 13-3. Sophomore
attackman Will Farroll had a
big game, scoring a hat trick.
Durnien had two more goals
in his second game of the season.
“It was great to come
back into Missouri and beat
Eureka,” said Durnien.
“Eureka was a great team
win. We finally played up to
our potential and dismantled
a final four team from last
year,” said senior midfielder
Bo Chevalier.
With the win, the Laxbills improved to 2-4 overall
and 2-1 in Missouri.
The Jr. Bills continued
their winning ways against
a strong Hinsdale Central
team from Chicago. Durnien
played another good game,
combining his assists and
goals for six points (2 goals, 4
assists).
“Durnien has been on
fire ever since he’s been back,
scoring half our points against
Hinsdale,” said Broughton.
The defense had a first
half shutout and held a good
Hinsdale Central offense to
just four goals. The Jr. Bills
improved to 3-4 overall with
their win.
The team is hopeful moving forward.
“We’re generally known
as a second half of the season
team, so now the bar has been
set with our first games and
we’re moving towards where
we’ll need to be to make a run
at the state title,” said Helfrich.
“Our coaches talk a lot
about moving forward and
constantly improving. They
coach to the playoffs. So now
that we’ve played some games,
we know exactly what we need
to do to be in the finals at the
end of May,” said Perryman.
“That’s all we’re really concerned with, being at our best
when the playoffs roll around.”
Tonight, the team takes
on the Loveland Tigers from
Ohio, hoping to make the
winning streak three before
heading into Easter.

Inline picks up first victory of year
BY Ethan
REPORTER

T

McIntyre

he St. Louis University
High School inline hockey team earned its first win
of the season on Saturday to
improve to 1-2-0-0 on the season, defeating Fort Zumwalt
East 7-3.
Due to the extended ice
hockey season and goalie
troubles, the varsity team did
not compete together until
the first game of the MOIHA
season. The team relied on its
deep JV roster in preseason
tournament games. Only
three members of the current
varsity roster played during
the Breakout Tournament earlier in the month.
“The team has been
working a lot on puck movement, which is hard to do
without a lot of practices and
preseason games together,”
said sophomore forward Erik

Floyd. “I think that we finally
started to get it during the
game and that’s why we were
able to get the win.”
“In the loss to Westminster earlier in the week, we
weren’t moving our feet and
we weren’t playing at our potential,” said junior George
Baldas, who started the season
on the disabled list. “Westminster is a team that we can
definitely beat later down the
road.”
Goalie Dan Hirlinger
made 19 saves on 22 shots
against Westminster.
“Dan
really,
really
stepped up in those close
situations and kept us in the
game,” added Floyd, referring
to a stretch of the game where
SLUH hung to a two-goal
lead.
Other standout performances include sophomore
Luke Gassett and junior Steve

Lockwood. Gassett finished
the night with two goals and
five points; he leads SLUH
with 11 points on the year.
Lockwood finished the night
with two goals including the
game-winner.
Gassett and Lockwood
are part of a large number
of ice hockey players on this
year’s roster.
The team looks to even
out its record on Thursday
night against Parkway West.
The season’s biggest challenge,
however, remains the De Smet
Jesuit rivalry, which continues
on Sunday, April 12.
“De Smet is a team that
we have been looking forward
to since they knocked us out
of the playoffs last season,”
said Floyd.
“It’s always De Smet,” said
Baldas. “It’s always a highpaced game where emotions
are always running high.”
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Water polo travels to Chi-town, goes 3-1
photo | Nolen Doorack

(continued from page 8)

ported the team in their
victory.
The 16-1 win against
Loyola, Illinois’ reigning state
champions, was arguably the
team’s best game of the season
so far.
“They
were
wellcoached,” said Baudendistel,
“but they didn’t have the talent to compete with us. We
were very focused defensively
and that leads to offense. If we
play defense like that we’re going to be hard to beat.”
“We wanted to come out
strong and rest our starters for
the championship game,” said
senior captain Franklin Rosario. “We were firing on all cylinders, our shots were going
in, we shot a great percentage,
our defense was spectacular,
way better than it has been all
season.”
These three wins advanced the team to the tournament championship to play
their border-state rival, the
Fenwick Friars.
The Jr. Bills’ 8-7 championship loss was well-fought.
Franz
and
Kreienkamp
opened the game with goals
at 4:35 and 4:00 to put the Jr.
Bills up 2-0. But the Friars’
offense broke through on a
man-advantage goal to make
the score at 2-1 at the quarter.
Fenwick’s defense shut
the Jr. Bills out of the second
quarter offensively and the
Friars took advantage offensively, scoring three goals to
take the lead 4-2 at half.
“Things were looking
good, but then they scored
four unanswered goals,” said

BY Dominic
REPORTER

lead the Jr. Bills to a quality 6-5 win.
“I think they were surprised they lost to us,” said
Keeven. “That was a matter
of us holding on and gutting
it out, and I’ve never seen us
really play with that kind of
heart.”
The final game, against
Ravenwood High, was arguably the toughest game for
the Jr. Bills, with all 15 starters worn out from the previous two games. Ravenwood
started a small team to pre-

Himich

T

Junior Mark Franz released the ball in the deep end just before scoring against Marquette in last Wednesday’s game.

Rosario. “Most teams would
fold it up against a team like
Fenwick, but we had a real
good comeback and I was
happy how we played in that
situation.”
The Friar defense held
strong till after halfway
through the third when the Jr.
Bills started to make a comeback. Junior Dan Walsh connected with Derdeyn with
2:49 left in the third period
to make the score 5-3. After
Fenwick scored on another
man-advantage goal, the Jr.
Bills answered 20 seconds later with a goal from senior Eric

Castleton to make it 6-4. The
Polobills added one of their
own man-advantage goals,
this one from Krause to close
the gap to 6-5.
The fourth quarter action
didn’t pick up till two minutes
in when both teams had a six
on five advantage but neither
could convert. The Jr. Bills
were able to tie things up at
six with 2:34 left in the game
by a goal from Franz assisted
by Derdeyn.
Fenwick regained a twogoal lead after converting two
separate six on five opportunities leaving the Jr. Bills be-

hind 8-6 with 41 seconds left
in the game.
Even a goal by Castleton
with seven seconds left in the
game couldn’t win the Jr. Bills
a York Tournament Championship. The game only added
to the tight game history of St.
Louis U. High-Fenwick water
polo games decided by one
point—five of the past seven.
“It was a game that could
have gone either way,” said
Baudendistel. “We missed at
least five very good scoring
chances. It was a very even
game. We ended up losing and
as the coach I’m happy about

that because it reinforces that
we have things to work on and
we can’t lie to ourselves.”
“We’ll have to work on
everybody getting back to
defense,” said Rosario. “If
we commit to our defense
we’ll play a game like Loyola
and beat the defending state
champions 16-1, but if we
don’t commit to defense we’ll
let up passes and allow them
to score”
The Jr. Bills continue
their regular season games
April 7 against De Smet at
5:30 at Forest Park Community College.

Rugby now ranked 36th in the country after Nash Bash
(continued from page 8)

Baseball
off to solid
2-1 start to
the season

serve their better players for
the second half.
The first half belonged
to Mudd. With Mudd’s four
tries in only 22 minutes, the
Jr. Bills jumped out to a 28-5
lead; Mudd also converted all
four extra kicks.
For the second half, the
Jr. Bills struggled due to fatigue and Ravenwood’s substituting 20-plus players, a
move allowed only at special
tournaments like Nash Bash.
The Jr. Bills were shut out in
the second half, but hung on
for a 28-26 win.

“The game went the way
(Ravenwood) planned it to
go,” said Keeven. “Their strategy to take advantage of the
way the tournament was set
up, however, didn’t work for
them.”
“We played great rugby
at Nash Bash and proved to
ourselves that we can compete
with some of the top teams
in the country,” said Mudd.
“Tournaments really test the
physical and mental endurance.”
The Ruggerbills had a
light week of practice before

facing rival Eureka the next
Thursday. In years past, Eureka and SLUH have battled
for the top seed for the State
Tournament, with SLUH winning two out of the past three
years. This year’s matchup
proved no different in terms
of physicality and athleticism.
Eureka attacked SLUH’s
defense early, pushing all the
way inside SLUH’s 22-meter line. After a SLUH penalty, Eureka scored off of the
scrum, and after a failed conversion, had a 5-0 lead.
“I think we were a little
photo | Mr. Guy Sextro over-confident when we started the game and that allowed
them to score on us in the first
few minutes,” said Mudd.
The Jr. Bills clawed their
way back into the game almost immediately after Eureka’s try. After trapping Eureka
inside their own half, the Jr.
Bills won the ball. The SLUH
forwards gained a few meters,
and passed the ball out to the
back line. The back line, led by

Mudd, swung the ball out to
junior winger Louie Cabrera,
who beat the Eureka defender to the try line. Cabrera
touched the ball down for the
try, and after Mudd’s conversion, the game was tied at five.
The Jr. Bills came out firing in the second half, and
dominated. Eureka tacked
on a late try, but the effort
was too late as the Jr. Bills
triumphed with a 20-12 win.
The win ended a nearly perfect month of March, with the
only loss coming to the KC Junior Blues in the Lindenwood
tournament.
With a 5-1 record, the Jr.
Bills gained national attention. For the first time, the
team was ranked nationally at
36th in the nation, and were
the lone single-school team
in Missouri to be ranked. The
only other ranked team from
Missouri is the KC Junior
Blues, a multi-school club
team.
“We can and should, if

he St. Louis U High baseball team got off to a
steady start last week, beating
Sullivan and St. Domininc but
falling to Eureka.
“We have been doing all
the little things right,” said
senior outfielder Ryan Krippene. “Our practice converts
into being prepared for game
situations. Our bats aren’t exactly where they need to be
but we come up with timely
hits and find ways to win
games.”
Against Sullivan, the Bills
(2-1) gave up one run in the
first but answered with one
in the second. Junior pitcher
John Brinkman held Sullivan
from there, going four solid
innings while allowing only
three hits. The Bills managed to plate one more in the
fourth before Brinkman gave
way to junior pitcher Truman Stephens in the fifth.
Stephens allowed one hit in
two innings of work and then
the Bills’ offense exploded,
for eight runs in the sixth en
route to the 11-1 win
After an 11-7 win against
St. Dominic, the Bills met
a bump in the road against
Eureka when the Wildcats
scored three runs in the first.
A rally in the bottom of the
seventh fell just short and
SLUH lost 3-2.
The team averaged eight
runs per game in its first three.
“(We are) excited to start
conference play,” senior infielder Corey Renaud. “We
have been working hard and
are prepared to compete with
any team we face.”
SLUH takes on Chaminade today at 4:30 for its
home opener and then Hancock at 12:30 and De Smet at
4:30 on Monday and Tuesday
of next week, both at home.
we do what we’re supposed
to do, be a top 20 team by the
end of the year,” said Keeven.
The Jr. Bills have a very
tough April schedule ahead,
facing division opponents
CBC and Priory, as well as
the Ruggerfest Tournament in
Maryland Heights. The next
few games will ultimately decide SLUH’s seeding for State,
but the results look promising
for the Ruggerbills.
“For the most part, we
should be fairly set up to go to
districts and do what we have
to do,” said Keeven. “We have
four games, we have to take
them all serious, and we have
to win them all.”

Greg Bantle Memorial Tournament

Senior Drew Mudd took on defender at a tournament in Nashville.

The St, Louis U. High varsity golf team hosted and competed in the Greg Bantle Memorial tournament yesterday at the Missouri Bluffs Golf Course. They placed eighth out of 16
teams, scoring 411. Individual scores are as follows:
			
Daniel Venker (sr.)
74
			Jack Wachter (fr.)		81
			Sam Bricker (fr.)		82
			
Alex Ciarmataro (sr.)
85
			
Andrew St. John (jr.)
89
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McKissic becomes first SLUH
sophomore to make All-State
(continued from page 11)

SLUH allowed only 54
points a game, while averaging 60.
Powering the offense
were McKissic and junior Matt
Nester. McKissic led the team
in scoring with 13.8 points per
game and not only made the
all-conference team, but was
named to the All-State team.
He is the first SLUH player
in the team’s 99-year history
to make the All-State team
as a sophomore, and the first
SLUH All-State player since
Ted Mimlitz in 1983.
“People don’t understand
that it is a huge honor as a
sophomore,” said Claggett.
“I’m happy for him. He’s a
great kid, he’s a heck of a stu-

dent, then works his tail off on
his game.”
Nester added 11.8 points
per game while adding 5.7 assists. He finished fourth in St.
Louis with 182 total assists.
“Matt had a heck of a
season for us,” said Claggett.
“He’s so steady. He’s so easy to
coach.”
While the Jr. Bills return
this potent front court, they
will graduate two seniors:
Schmidt and Spencer Stapf.
Schmidt was the Jr. Bills’ main
presence in the post, averaging 9.6 points and 7 rebounds
a game.
“He went out as an undersized forward and really
fought tooth and nail against
guys who were bigger and

talented and a lot of nights
he came out on top,” said
Claggett.
In a backup role for most
of the season, Stapf did a great
job of leading the young team
as well.
“Spencer was always
good with the younger guys
and that’s tough for a guy to
buy in as a senior to help the
younger guys become better,”
said Claggett. “It’s a testament
to what kind of kid he is.”
While the team didn’t win
in Columbia, the Jr. Bills’ Final
Four appearance marked the
return of SLUH basketball to
legitimacy.
“It’s been a magical
run and I wouldn’t change a
thing,” said Schmidt.
photo | Patrick Enderle
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after dropping first two matches
BY Austin
REPORTER

Klarsch

T

he St. Louis U. High tennis team has been preparing for the spring 2015 season
over the past month. The team
has very high hopes for the
season, despite losing its first
two matches.
Head coach Brian Kirk
has been working hard to see
that things turn around this
year toward a state championship, coming from a district
championship at the end of
last season.
“We have a good chance
at making it to State,” said
No. 3 seed David Lord (Jr.)
“Coach is having us do a lot
more conditioning and a lot of
running.”
The team has also wel-

comed new assistant coach
Gerry Schneller, father of
last year’s No. 1 seed Danny
Schneller.
“Coach Schneller is a
great addition to the team
and introduces a new insight
to the game,” said captain and
No. 4 seed Kyle Schnell (Sr.).
Last Wednesday, the
team lost to Marquette 5-4.
No. 1 doubles team of junior
Mehal Amin and Schnell lost
8-5, and No. 2 doubles team of
juniors Vinny Bartholomew
and David Dowd finished
with an 8-4 win.
Sophomores Sam and
Ben Bott, the No. 3 doubles
team, played a very intense,
close match, losing only 8-6.
Tied 2-2 after the doubles
matches, the team won just

one singles match.
The team lost to Westminster last Friday. Schnell
and Sam and Ben Bott were
on Sophomore Retreat, so
Kirk brought JV players juniors Liam Cler and Joe Bingaman to play doubles and senior Ryan Blechle and junior
Austin Klarsch to play both
doubles and singles.
“We were not playing our
best,” said Bartholomew.
Today, the team faces Ladue at Ladue at 4:00.
“We have a pretty deep
team this year. Together I
think we can definitely win
sectionals. Individually I
think we can get pretty far
too,” said Schnell.
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BASKETBALL

Winter All SLUH Team

Brandon McKissic (so.): McKissic had a spectacular
sophomore campaign, leading the team in scoring with 13.8
points a game. He is the first SLUH sophomore to be named to
the All-State team.
Matt Nester (jr.): The engine of the offense, Nester not only
shot a staggering 41% from three-point range, but also finished
the season with 182 total assists.
RACQUETBALL

Basketball managers and players led “Oh When the Bills” with a lively crowd after their win on
St. Patrick’s Day against Jackson to advance to the Final Four for the first time in 33 years.

JV Water Polo
(3/20) 1 2 3 4
SLUH 8 3 4 3
FZW 0 0 0 1

Box Scores

JV Tennis (Doubles)
(3/25) vs Marquette
8-2 Win
(3/27) vs Westminster
4-4 Tie

F
18
1

(3/24) 1 2 3 4 F
SLUH 10 5 3 0 18
CCP 1 1 0 0 2

JV Baseball

(3/25)
1 2 3 4
SLUH
8 7 2 3
Marquette 1 0 0 1

(3/20) SLUH 13, Farmington 3
(3/21) Seckman 6, SLUH 5
SLUH 14, De Soto 6
(3/30) Rockwood 11, SLUH 6

F
20
2

JV Lacrosse

(3/30)
1 2 3 4 F
SLUH
6 4 6 1 17
Lafayette 0 0 0 1 1

(3/13) SLUH 6, CCP 6
(3/19) SLUH 14, Seckman 0
(3/24) SLUH 3, Eureka 2

C Lacrosse

JV Inline

(3/13) SLUH 7, De Smet 0
(3/19) SLUH 10, Seckman 1

(3/28) 1 2
SLUH 4 1
Affton 2 4

F
5
6

(3/27)
1 2
SLUH
2 1
Seckman 1 7

C Inline

F
3
8

(3/28) 1 2
SLUH 1 2
FZN 0 1

F
3
1

Kevin Schneier (sr.) As the top returning player from last
year’s National Championship team, Schneier was under much
pressure to succeed. His ability to handle the pressure showed
in his success throughout the season. He finished first in State
and made it to the quarterfinals in the National Tournament.
Brian Kissel (sr.) Kissel, despite losing to a Lindbergh player
in the finals of the State Tournament, was able to regain
confidence and succeed on a National level. He won the second
division Gold Bracket, making him the top second seed in the
nation and well deserving of being on the All-SLUH team.
WRESTLING

Max Kavy (sr.) Kavy completed his fourth and final season as
a SLUH wrestler going deep into the State Tournament, and
although he lost in an early round, his State berth shows his
importance to the team and his strong wrestling ability.
John Sims (sr.) In his second State Tournament appearance,
Sims completed the furthest state run since star Espen Conely
(’11) in the 2009-10 season, and although he was taken out
before he would have liked, he succeeded past expectations.
Rafael Roberts (sr.) Roberts ended his season and his
SLUH wrestling career on a high note, going out in the State
Tournament against a top class competitor who had only lost
three matches in his wrestling career.
HOCKEY

(3/25) 1 2
SLUH 2 0
Holt 1 0

F
2
1

(3/28) 1 2
SLUH 0 1
FZN 4 1

F
1
5

Steve Lockwood (jr.), Lockwood commanded the SLUH
defense, saving the Jr. Bills from further goals against game
after game. Not only was Lockwood a rock-solid defenseman,
he was also an incredible offensive threat.
Danny Tarlas (sr.) Tarlas stepped up massively this season,
notching more than 30 points, a league-leading stat. He also
battled back from a tough injury in order to be ready for the
State game.
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Friday, March 6

Sophomore Pastoral Team
discussed the Stations of the Cross
in the Chapel, the Habitat for Humanity Pope Francis House service
opportunity, the Urban Challenge
in Camden, New Jersey, and other
ideas for the fourth quarter.
Yearbook met to gather cover
photos.

photo | Jack Kiehl

Saturday, March 28

The “Boots and Bling” Cashbah
occurred on Saturday night, and
made loads of money through donations and auctions. See next week’s
Prep News for more detials.

Friday, March 13

Monday, March 30

Yearbook had a work day that
featured Jimmy John’s and, accidentally, meat.

Thomas à Kempis Club held a
Mass in the North American Martyrs’ Chapel.
Yearbook finalized the cover
design.
Some sophomores met for
Chem Study to do rate and solubility problems and contemplate the
wonders of the chemical world.

Saturday, March 21

The Robotics crew participated
in the FIRST Robotics Competition,
where they placed ninth out of 43
teams. See page 4 of this week’s Prep
News.

Tuesday, March 31

Sunday, March 22

Senior leaders for the Sophomore Retreat listened to a preliminary talk from English teacher
Chuck Hussung and were instructed
in their role for the day of recollection.
Monday, March 23

A group of Russian exchange
students came in from St. Petersburg Gimnaziya #209, and the group
of 15 stayed for the week after spring
break.
Thomas à Kempis Club met
to read another few chapters of The
Imitation of Christ.
Director of Information Technology Jonathan Dickmann initiated a wireless network security
switch through email.
SLUHTube released the Mission Week 2015 video.
Tuesday, March 24

Wednesday, April 1

Junior Brendan Underwood speaks to students and teachers yesterday during Activity Period at
the first discussion on The New Jim Crow.

Poetry Club moderator Chuck
Hussung lead a Lenten Poetry group
in the reading of Terry MinchowProffitt’s fifth poem, “I thirst,” in the
series The Seven Last Words.
Sophomore class moderator Frank Corley led a mandatory
sophomore class meeting, discussing details of the Sophomore
Retreat, and Assistant Principal for
Mission Jim Linhares gave his signature “This is a powerful device”
speech.
Senior Pastoral Team planned
their prayer service and adored
Lucy the Cashbah puppy, which
sold for $3,000.

Regular Schedule

STUCO Executive Board Platforms
AP
All-School Holy Week Prayer Service
Snack—Chicken Rings
3:30pm V Golf @ Chaminade
3:30pm JV Golf vs. Chaminade
4:00pm V Track @ MCC Relays
4:00pm V Tennis @ Ladue
4:00pm JV Tennis vs. Ladue
4:00pm JV Volleyball @ Chaminade
4:15pm B Baseball @ Chaminade
4:30pm V Baseball vs. Chaminade
4:30pm C Lacrosse vs. Lafayette
5:00pm V Volleyball @ Chaminade
5:30pm JV Lacrosse vs. Loveland, OH
6:30pm C Inline vs. Washington
7:30pm V Lacrosse vs. Loveland, OH
Lunch Special—Chinese Special
Vegetarian—Baked Potato

Thursday, April 2
No Classes—Holy Thursday
9:00am JV Golf @ MCC JV Tournament
12:00pm C Baseball vs. Vianney
2:00pm C Baseball vs. Vianney

Friday, April 3
No Classes—Good Friday

Saturday, April 4
10:00am C Inline vs. Rockwood Summit

Sunday, April 5
Easter Sunday

more Retreat, which included talks
from faculty, large groups, and small
groups.

The Lenten Poetry group read
poem number six, “It is finished,”
from Terry Minchow-Proffitt’s series
The Seven Last Words.
A group of teachers and students met for the first time to discuss The New Jim Crow by Michelle
Alexander. The group, brought together by junior Brendan Underwood, read the first 140 pages and
discussed in small groups and then
as a whole issues with the United
States’ prison system, racism, and
cycles of racism and poverty, among
other topics. The group will meet at
the end of the month after they have
finished the book.
The Blood Drive was successful, collecting 76 usable pints overall.
Senior Pastoral Team IN
PROGRESS

S302 for Chem Study, where they
solved problems with rate and soluStaycation Club held nomina- bility.
tions for the end of the year assembly, and they finalized plans for their Thursday, March 26
trip on April 1 to Cherokee Street.
Freshman Pastoral Team
They plan to visit Mexican restau- planned their parts for the all-school
rants, artist enclaves, bakeries, and prayer service today, the Mass next
much more.
Tuesday, and their own retreat for
Students for Life discussed the Pastoral Team.
human trafficking bills in the SenYearbook debated cover deate and the death penalty in Utah, signs.
which reinstated the firing squad.
Junior Pastoral Team mem- Friday, March 27
—Compiled by Sam Chechik
bers from the leadership committee
Sophomore class moderator
gave the third of four presentations. Frank Corley and Campus Minister and Joe Slama.
Several sophomores met in Brian Gilmore put on the SophoWednesday, March 25

Monday, April 6

Thursday, April 9

Regular Schedule
Sophomore Conversations
Diversity Training
STUCO Soph. Pres. and VP SPeeches and Voting
V Water Polo @ De Smet Invitational
AP
AP Registration
Snack—Mini Tacos
3:30pm V Golf @ Vianney
3:30pm JV Golf vs. Vianney
4:00pm JV Track @ Webster Invitational
4:00pm V/JV Tennis vs. Vianney
Tuesday, April 7
Special Schedule 4:15pm B Baseball @ St. Mary’s
4:30pm JV Lacrosse vs. MICDS
Father Boyle’s Presentation
Formal Attire
5:30pm V Lacrosse @ John Burroughs
STUCO Executive Board Primary Elections
7:30pm JV Inline vs. Holt
3:30pm V Golf @ De Smet
Lunch Special—Papa John’s
3:30pm JV Golf vs. De Smet
Vegetarian—Black Bean Burger
4:00pm JV Volleyball @ Webster Groves
4:15pm B Baseball @ De Smet
Regular Schedule
Friday, April 10
4:15pm C Baseball vs. Oakville
V Water Polo @ De Smet Invitational
4:30pm V Baseball vs. De Smet
Begin Tech/Spring Studio
4:30pm C Lacrosse vs. CBC
Mix-It-Up Lunch
4:30pm JV Water Polo vs. De Smet
AP
Senior Class Mass
Snack—Chicken Rings
5:00pm JV Lacrosse vs. Vianney
Sophomore
Conversations
5:00pm V Volleyball @ Webster Groves
STUCO Platforms due for Sr, Jr, and So Pres. and VP
5:30pm V Water Polo vs. De Smet
3:30pm C Golf vs. Vianney
7:00pm V Lacrosse vs. Vianney
4:00pm JV Volleyball @ Parkway South
Lunch Special—Chicken Quesadilla
4:30pm C Baseball @ De Smet
Vegetarian—Pasta
4:30pm B Baseball vs. Farmington
4:30pm V Baseball @ Jesuit Classic
Regular Schedule
Wednesday, April 8
5:00pm V Volleyball @ Parkway South
Sophomore Conversations
7:00pm V Inline vs. Parkway South
STUCO Executive Board Speeches and Voting
Lunch Special—Chicken Bites
AP
Snack—Chicken Giggles
Vegetarian—Turkey Burger
4:00pm V Tennis @ St. Louis Priory
4:00pm JV Tennis vs. St.. Louis Priory
calendar | Sam Chechik
4:15pm C Baseball vs. Collinsville
4:15pm B Baseball vs. Mehlville
4:30pm JV Volleyball @ O’Fallon, IL
5:30pm V Volleyball @ O’Fallon, IL
Lunch Special—Hand-Breaded Chicken Tenders
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese
No Classes—Easter Monday
9:00am V Golf @ Columbia Classic
12:30pm V Baseball vs. Hancock
3:30pm C Golf vs. Chaminade
4:00pm JV Tennis @ Chaminade
4:00pm V Tennis vs. Chaminade
4:15pm C Baseball vs. Parkway Central
5:30pm JV Water Polo @ Ladue
6:30pm V Water Polo @ Ladue

