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Long process selected
Muskopf for AD
BY Marty Johnson
SPORTS EDITOR

T

hey say it takes a village.
While it didn’t take an
entire village to find St. Louis
U. High’s new athletic director, Principal John Moran
did look to parents, alumni,
coaches, and current students
throughout the hiring process, which led to the choice
of Chris Muskopf.
To narrow down the
field of applications for first
round interviews, Moran
put together a committee of
alumni, parents, and current
faculty members. Joe Jedlicka, ’80, father of Joe and John,
’12, Ralph Houlihan, S.J.,
English teacher and wrestling
coach Sean O’Brien, and history teacher and track coach
Lindsey Ehret were all part
of the group. Together, they
established a baseline of what
intangibles they thought the
new AD should possess.
“The primary qualities
we were seeking were good
values, the right approach to
coaching, the desire to win,
and a good understanding
of the Jesuit approach,” said
Jedlicka.
With so many different viewpoints to consider,
Moran sent out surveys and
contacted the candidates’ ref-

erences to efficiently narrow
the top ten candidates down
to the final two.
“You’re calling references because when someone
comes in for the day you can
learn a lot about them, but
if you call a person who has
known them for 10, 15, 20
years that you can learn even
more,” said Moran.
After the process got to
the final round, Moran involved even more people.
“When we brought back
the finalists, I asked Mr.
Wehner to gather up as many
coaches as he could for the
meetings with those candidates,” Moran said. “We relied
on our advancement department to gather some parents
together, generally parents
who had kids who played
sports.”
In addition to parents
and coaches, Assistant Principal for Student Life Brock
Kesterson tracked down students who are involved in
sports at SLUH to be a part
of the final interview process,
eventually choosing seniors
Parker Pence, Matt Barron,
and Jack Potter.
However, there was
a common denominator Bikes, Boards, and Skates: Students arrived on Oakland Avenue using various environment-friendly devices for Car Free Day
throughout the process: Mus- Tuesday.
Photos | by Nate Henty and Max Prosperi.

continued on page 4

Crimmins will bring 		
experience from 		
college world
BY Jack Kiehl
NEWS EDITOR

K

evin Crimmins is looking to bring his expertise
from working on the collegeside of the admissions process
to St. Louis U. High as the
newly-hired Director of College Counseling.
Crimmins
graduated
from De Smet in 2002. He
received his B.A. and M.A.
in Business Administration
from Washington University,
where he is currently the Associate Director of Admissions for the Master of Business Administration program
in the Olin Business School at
Washington University.
“I’m responsible for
working with individuals to

4-year retreat mandate to follow Imagining 18 Car-Free
BY Leo K. Heinz
CORE STAFF

recruit them for the incoming
class every year,” said Crimmins. “Part of that means
going on the road to sell the
program at college fair type of
events.”
Crimmins serves on the
admissions committee, so he
goes through applications
and has input in the final decision on admittance to the
MBA program, in addition to
decisions regarding scholarships. He also has worked in
undergraduate admissions at
Wash U—the college side of
the admissions process he’ll
be working on in his position
at SLUH.
“Working on the high
school side of things is
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T

he Imagining 18 initiatives outlined in February include a focus on student
faith formation and Campus
Ministry. Most notably, a
four-year retreat program and
immersion trips will be added
in the next few years.
Current campus ministry chairman Nick Ehlman co-chaired the Campus
Ministry and Jesuit Identity
visioning group “Campus
Ministry and Jesuit Identity,”
which focused primarily on
student faith formation. He
said that an expansion of the
current retreat programs was
the logical next step.
“We looked at a lot of
different constituents, so we
looked at formation and spirituality for students, for faculty, for alumni as well,” Ehl-

Circus Show

man said. “So when we were
talking about the faith formation for students, retreats
were a natural next question.”
Although retreats will
not be mandatory for the
2015-16 school year, the calendar was made with the
week of Thanksgiving and
the week of Easter off to allow students to attend retreats
without missing school. Ehlman said that Campus Ministry has been working with
President David Laughlin on
expanding to the four-year
retreat mandate. For that to
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work, additional funds will
be needed to allow students
to attend, as well as perhaps
another Campus Minister to
organize the added retreats.
(SLUH subsidizes the cost of
retreats for its students.)
“The pretty clear expectation of strategic planning is
that within a couple of years,
it will simply be a requirement for incoming students
that during their four years
they will do a retreat every
year,” Principal John Moran
said. “We just need to figure
out the mechanics of what
does that look like.”
“It’s up in the air,” Ehlman said. “That conversation
is still happening.”
In addition to alreadyexisting out-of-state trips
like Mission Appalachia and
Urban Challenge, Ehlman’s
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Day empties
parking lots,
fills walks
BY Jack
STAFF

U. Sinay

P

lanes, trains, and anything but automobiles
brought students to SLUH
on Tuesday as the tenth annual Car-Free Day reduced
the number of cars in the
teacher’s lot and alley by ten
percent and in the student lot
by 14 percent.
Student
participation
swelled this year as less student traffic flowed through
the Science Center parking
lot. According to data collected April 8 and 9, 534 student cars park in the lot on a
daily basis, but for Car-Free
Day, that number lowered

continued on page 4

Senior class election
ARK
Jackson Poetry
Circus Club
Continued from page 1
Credits
From the PN Vault…
Cardinals Club
Ultimate Frisbee
Inline
Rugby
Baseball
Water Polo
Volleyball
Track
18 for 18
Minutes

2
Juniors elect Hopkins, Tettamble for senior class president, VP
NEWS

Prep News

April 17, 2015

Volume 79,
78, Issue 26

photos | Leo Heinz

(From left to right) Juniors Sam Tettamble, Patrick Schuler, Ryan Hopkins, Matt Nester, and Ian Hurford wait to speak.
BY Sam
STAFF

T

Heagney

he junior class elected
junior Ryan Hopkins for
senior class president and junior Sam Tettamble for class
vice president for the 201516 school year. One hundred
eighty-five students voted in
Wednesday’s final election,
up from the 163 who voted in
the primary election.
Hopkins and Tettamble
emerged from an overflowing
ballot containing six presidential candidates, three of
whom survived the primary,
and nine vice presidential
candidates, only two of whom
made it onto the final ballot.
“I feel really good about
it; anybody who ran would’ve
put the senior class in a good
position, so it means something that the class trusts me

with this position,” said Hopkins. “These elections were
very hard because there were
so many candidates and all of
those candidates could succeed in this position.”
At activity period on
Wednesday, the five candidates gave speeches in front

of only about 75 of their
classmates in the Danis Field
House. For STUCO executive board election speeches
the week before, many more
students came out to listen
to speeches. Due to the low
turnout, the administration
and STUCO moderators are

considering making future
speeches mandatory again.
“Sometimes they are
mandatory, but that wasn’t
how it was last year; it was understood that people would
go. So, I guess we’ll make it
mandatory for freshmen and
sophomores,” said STUCO
photos | Leo Heinz

Future senior class vice president Sam Tettamble (left) and future president Ryan Hopkins
(right) delivered their speeches Tuesday during activity period.

moderator Kate Toussaint.
Hopkins’ speech focused
on honesty with the class and
increasing dialogue between
students and STUCO. Hopkins vowed that, if elected, he
would sit at a different table
each lunch period and field
questions from his classmates,
writing them down in a notebook.
“In order to increase the
dialogue between me and our
peers, I want to go to the students so that I can learn what
their questions are,” said Hopkins.
This was the first time
Hopkins ran for a STUCO
position.
“There’s always gonna be
that transitional period where
it’s a time that I have to find
my footing, but I think after
that it’s not going to be an issue,” said Hopkins.
Tettamble took a more
comical approach to his
speech, but finished on a serious note, stressing the bond
of brotherhood that he would
capitalize on.
“I want to try to make
your wildest dreams come
true,” said Tettamble in his
speech. “But most importantly, I’m your brother.”
Tettamble
promoted
similar sentiments during his
campaigns in the past three
years, but unlike freshman
and sophomore year, Tettamble wasn’t elected class
president for junior year. This
presented him with an opportunity to regain the fire
that had originally got him
elected.
“Last year, not winning
left a pretty bad taste in my

mouth, and I was really sad
about that because more than
anything I love representing
the class. I believe in the good
of the class. So now, I think
being out of STUCO has given me a chance to rekindle old
friendships and get to know
a lot of people a lot better,”
said Tettamble. “I think now
I have a better understanding
of my class and the people in
the class to try to do the right
thing and lead again.”
Tettamble hopes to refine
the Spirit Week process and
infuse his energy.
“Spirit Week isn’t really
the most organized week. It’s
thrown together at the last
second. So, one of my main
goals is to work with the Spirit
Leader to make sure that
Spirit Week is as memorable
as Mission Week,” said Tettamble.
The influx of candidates
has prompted recently-elected STUCO president junior
Jack Perryman and Toussaint
to search for new ways to involve more seniors in STUCO
next school year.
“I was surprised by the
number of candidates. That
actually inspired Jack Perryman. He wants to really
involve the homeroom reps
next year, so one idea was to
have them come to meetings
every Friday in homeroom.
Maybe once, twice a month
we’ll have all of STUCO and
anyone who wants to come,
someone who didn’t get elected but still wants to help, because the more people helping out and the more people
giving ideas the better we are,”
said Toussaint.

Acts of Random Kindness raises money for Kershenski, Schraut
photos | Ms. Jennifer Ice

BY Sam
STAFF

T

ARK members present checks to Schraut
(above) and Kershenski (below).

Chechik

he Acts of Random Kindness Club (ARK) raised
over $1200 for both the Kershenski and Schraut families.
Through donations from
ARK’s members and students
around the school, ARK
raised $577 for each family,
while also giving a $100 Fitz’s
gift card and a pack of root
beer to the Kershenskis.
Wednesday, April 1 and
Tuesday, April 7 were the
only two days for collections
during both lunch periods,
and the amount of donations
astounded ARK, which delivered the collections in the
form of a giant check on Friday, April 10.
“I was impressed by the
generosity of the students at
lunch,” said ARK member
and sophomore Trevor Scott.
“I just found it so impressive
that our SLUH community
could do that in such a quick
time.”
Taking up collections
at lunch periods wasn’t the
original idea. When ARK
moderator Jennifer Ice talked
with science department chair
Mary Russo about physics
teacher Kent Kershenski’s
daughter, Mya, and her leukemia, Russo originally suggested a Fitz’s gift card as a gift
to the family. Because Kershenski’s wife, who is Russo’s
sister, was feeling guilty about

accepting money, Ice initially
intended to offer the gift card
instead of cash.
“I wanted to somehow
show them that I really supported them, that we, as a
school, really support them
and love them,” said Ice.
Scott talked with Fitz’s to
arrange the gift card, and the
company promised to double
the amount ARK would raise,
but the maximum amount
they’d double would be $50.
While Ice was soliciting
her Latin students for money,
one student, who was not a
member of ARK, spoke about
how they could easily raise
more than $50 from the generous students at SLUH.
Ice consulted Russo and
decided to raise as much as
possible from the student
body, which ended up being
around $1200. That led to collections at lunch periods and
during classes. Ice decided to
take half of the total amount
raised and present it to librarian Cortney Schraut for her
son, Joey, who has Down syndrome and heart conditions.
These disabilities put him in
Children’s Hospital for about
35 days during the months of
March and April.
“She didn’t get spring
break with him at all, which
is a hardship to the family,”
said Ice.
Seeing these teachers
deal with these hardships, as

she called them, Ice praised
the way they handle themselves in the face of difficulty.
“I quite frankly don’t
know how either one of
them has managed to come
to school every day,” said Ice.
“They’ve both gone through
their situations with strength
and grace that I envy.”
Kershenski and Schraut
were both so grateful for what
they received.
“It’s hard to ask for help
sometimes,” said Kershenski.
“It was very humbling; it was
actually a huge surprise. I’m
so appreciative of this place
because being able to work
at a place where you’re surrounded by all these people
in the building who are so
supportive can take what is
a really crappy situation and
make a lot of positive that can
come from it as well.”
“I was just very humbled
about the fact that students

took this on and did this for
us,” said Schraut. “It’s nice to
know that you’re part of such
a caring community.”
“It makes me feel great,”
said Scott. “At the end of the
day, I know I’ve helped somebody else who wasn’t expecting it.”
Some other groups have
contacted Ice in hopes of getting ARK to do a fundraiser
for their purpose, and to respond, Ice said that ARK does
not do professional fundraising.
“Throughout the year,
we’ve done a number of really small things, like writing notes for people, leaving
money in vending machines,
like really small things that
perhaps have gone unnoticed
by people, but to me, those
are equally, if not more, important,” said Ice. “This was
kind of like a big, end of the
year finale.”

Cummings ‘88 visits improv class
SLUH alum Jamie Cummings, ’88 visited the school
this Monday, April 13, to guest teach an Improv class taught
by Kevin McKernan. Cummings is currently teaching at the
People’s Improv Theater in New York City. He worked with
students on starting scenes and having the characters agree
with each other on their improvs and get to the main part of
the scene as quickly as possible.
“It was nice to hear someone from one of the big improve theaters talking about… the same things we were,
kind of reemphasizing and drilling home some of the main
things we were working on,” said McKernan.
-Joe Godar
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“Too Common for the App”: Jackson takes second in poetry contest
BY Connor
CORE STAFF

FitzGerald

Too Common for the App

S

enior Shayn Jackson took
second in the Beverly
Hopkins Memorial Poetry
Contest hosted by the St.
Louis Poetry Center this past
weekend.
The judges of the contest selected one of Jackson’s
three poems, “Too Common
for the App,” for the second
prize of the whole contest.
Jackson was notified
on March 21 by email that
he had won the preliminary
round of the contest and was
moving on to the next round.
He received another email
on April 8 that told him he
had won the second prize of
$125.
Jackson found out about
the contest from an advertisement on the bulletin
board of the English office
and from a cutout from the
St. Louis Post-Dispatch a
friend had given him.
“I was excited,” said
Jackson. “There were so
many people that submitted poems that I didn’t really
think mine was going to get
chosen, regardless of whether I thought was good or not.
I thought it was going to get
lost in the mix of poems. It

artwork | Hap Burke

Frustration.
The reaction before your mental fragmentation;
the precursor to your frontal lobic degeneration.
The lip purser,
stomach churner,
that suspends your future,
like a suspiciously sown suture,
strangling sincere stories with ¨show don’t tell.”
Unique?
Delete those lines of ¨my name is Student 1 and I grew up by Nobody-gives-a-shit Creek,”
We don’t care about the newts you loved to seek.
Or the journeys that turned you into the man you wanted to be.
Essays like these put us quickly to sleep.
Because they are common.
Not applicable, for us Ivy men.
Not admissible, for the schools that you want to get in.
Only dismissible, because they were written by regular simpletons,
that uses too many I’s across,
and forces our eyes to cross.

was surprising that they did
choose it, and I’m glad they
did.”
All of the prize winners
and those poets honorably
mentioned were asked by the
contest holders to attend their
annual poetry concert, where
their poems will be printed in
a booklet, to read their winning poems aloud on May 17.
Jackson plans to attend.

Jackson also encourages
students to submit poems to
the contest in the future.
“There were lots of kids
from other schools, and I was
the only one from SLUH,” said
Jackson.
The poem also appeared
in this year’s winer Sisyphus,
which was published in January.

Write about an experience that changed how you think.
Write in a way that makes you shrink
all of you into an easy meal that we can swallow in one comfortable drink.
Write about what you love. Write about things you hate.
But please come harder than ¨This the story of my first Date.¨
We want to hear about your dad’s death, or how you overcame low income in your family,
but please write it in a way that perfectly words emotion and is written with the utmost mastery.
If you are just average and can’t come up with any sappy crap,
then enjoy your local community school
because you are too common for our Common App.		

-Shayn Jackson

Circus Club show this weekend

photo | Patrick Enderle

Circus Club members teeter and wheel in preparation for this weekend’s performance.
BY William
REPORTER

T

Connolly

he Circus Club is holding
its annual spring performance this weekend on Saturday at 2:00 p.m. and Sunday
at 4:00 p.m. The show is free
and will be held in the Schulte
Theater.
The club will introduce a
blend of new routines and old
classics.
“We have a couple of
new illusions, which will be
exciting. We have some new
routines that are built in, but
some of the juggling is going
to be naturally similar,” said
circus club moderator Kevin
Foy. “We have some different
people doing things so about
half the show is entirely new
and different. The other half is
remixed with different people,
and it will be different and exciting.”
“Something I’m really excited for is that I get to come
out with a hammer and smash

a concrete block on someone
who is lying on a bed of nails,”
said senior club officer Rick
Garner.
Both Foy and Garner are
enthusiastic about the new
material in the show.
“We really went all out
on getting new props and new
magic acts, so even if you’ve
been to the show before,
there’s still so much new stuff
this time and so little from
the older shows,” said Garner. “We’ve got a lot of magic
tricks that I’m looking forward to this time. It’s going to
be a high energy show, much
higher than the other shows
that we do, and it’s just going
to be a great time.”
“We tried to solidify our
audience a little bit and make
it a more of a family show that
appeals to all ages,” said Foy. “I
think mostly what we’re looking for is to have a fun hour of
family time when others can
watch the guys do some pretty

amazing stuff.”
The cast for the spring
performance has been cut
down to a select group of Circus Club members. The contributing members are mostly
those who have had more
than one year of experience in
the club.
“We only have ten people
this time, so we can be a lot
more selective in what we do,
and it allows for more specialization,” said Garner. “They
can own their tricks and take
them home and practice them,
so they have a lot of personal
investment in the show.”
Along with the more experienced Circus Club members, Foy says he is excited for
the appearance of sophomore
Jake Gould, who only recently
joined the club.
“We are working with
food service and are going
to have some popcorn there,
which will make it kind of a
fun atmosphere,” said Foy.

comic | Rollin Jackson
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Car-Free day empties lots, fills walks

AD search Crimmins will bring
required
experience from college
long process world
(continued from page 1)

(continued from page 1)

kopf.
“There were many qualified people, but Chris Muskopf rose to the top,” said
Jedlicka. Pence was equally
impressed.
“The most obvious thing
that stood out was the fact
that he was a SLUH alum,
so he knows the spirit of the
place; he knows how much
athletics are a part of what we
do here,” said Pence.
For Muskopf, it’s all
about the people.
“To me, school is a
lot about the people, and I
know—and (it) was reinforced while I was here—that
there are good people here,
whether it is the teachers or
Dr. Moran and Mr. Laughlin,”
said Muskopf. “I’ve learned
that to be successful you have
to be surrounded by good
people. So to have this opportunity is very valuable to me.”
Muskopf was also impressed by SLUH’s success,
not only on the field but in
the developing of its students.
Muskopf hopes to continue
the previous success of longtime AD Dick Wehner.
“It’s a challenge,” said
Muskopf. “But (I feel confident) knowing the groundwork that he has laid—that
there are many things in place
that give (me) a chance to be
successful.”

something I’ve considered
throughout a large part of my
career,” said Crimmins. “It’s
a relatively common career
path for someone who has
worked in admissions to go to
the high school side to share
that expertise with students
and their families.”
Crimmins said he missed
the personal interactions involved with working at a place
like SLUH, where relationships can develop over years.
“It’s a lot of fleeting interactions. I go to a lot of fairs, I
send out a lot of emails, make
a lot of phone calls. I have
very brief interactions,” said
Crimmins. “I want to be able
to work with people over a
longer period of time.”
Crimmins
was
announced as the new Director
of College Counseling online
via Twitter last Thursday,
ending a competitive monthslong hiring process that included a national search and
interviews with members of
the SLUH community.
The newly-created position will build connections
and communicate information with colleges about SLUH
and its mission. The position
came out of the Imagining 18
visioning process, which ended in February.
The hiring came after
a nationwide search. As the
Prep News reported in February, SLUH received around 70
applicants for the new position. The job description was
posted on SLUH’s website in
mid-December.
Once the pool of applicants was narrowed down
to three candidates by an
application review committee, each of the three were
interviewed by constituents
around the school, including
a group of students, seniors
Parker Pence, Kevin Schneier, Kellen Cushing, and Matt

Retreats,
Immersion to
follow I-18

(continued from page 1)

Imagining 18 group discussed
creating and building local
service immersion trips too.
He described the consensus
of the group, “This is not an
either or. We need to do both
of them.”
Ehlman’s group also
looked at faculty faith formation, which again already
occurs to some degree. Assistant principal for Mission
Jim Linhares offers Ignatianeducator training to faculty
their first few years here, and
there are usually two faculty
retreats scheduled in a school
year. Ehlman also pointed out
that many faculty help with
various student service and
retreat programs.
“We also want to make
sure each of the faculty members is able to take time and
go on their own retreat, their
own service project,” Ehlman
said.
In contrast to other initiatives of Imagining 18, such
as the new Director of College
Counseling, SLUH already
had in place many of the programs that fell under the category of “student faith formation and campus ministry.”
“We had systems in place
already for scheduling and
promoting retreats. The simplest step was how do we get
more retreats on the calendar,” Moran said.

Barron.
The four met with Crimmins and other candidates in
early March. Their interview
was observed by Assistant
Principal for Student Life
Brock Kesterson. According
to Pence, the interview was
less concerned with Crimmins’s answers to the questions, but more with the conversation—how he interacted
with the students.
“In my opinion, I just
thought (Crimmins) was the
most relatable to us,” said
Pence. “He was closer to our
age than the other counselors,
and he seemed to take more
of an interest in us. He was an
easier person to talk to.”
Crimmins was interviewed on March 3, the day of
the State hockey game, which
he talked to Pence about.
“He was asking me about
why my beard was blue and
about the hockey team,” said
Pence.
The interview took place
over lunch. Pence felt that all
three candidates were wellqualified for the position.
“It wasn’t a question of
any of them doing a bad job,”
said Pence. “(But) nobody really connected with them as
we did with (Crimmins). He’s
an awesome guy, really funny
and relatable.”
Crimmins is excited to
bring his college admissions
expertise to SLUH and to expand college programming
over the next few years.
“I’ve read thousands of
applications over the years, so
I’ve developed an eye for what
makes an application stand
out, and I’m excited to bring
that with me,” said Crimmins.
“It’s exciting and a little scary
going into a new position, but
you’ve got a great community,
and I’m excited to give them
the ability and push to consider the best schools for them.”
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Students rollerbladed across Oakland Tuesday. Below, St. Louis Metro tweeted a photo of SLUH students.

(continued from page 1)
to 463, which is a 14 percent
decrease. That percentage is
an improvement compared to
last year, when Car Free Day
only brought a ten percent
decrease.
“We just try to do our
part to get the word out and
hope and pray that we get
some people to give it a shot,”
said AP Environmental Science teacher Bill Anderson.
“And it went a little better this
year.”
The teacher lot and alley
also saw an increase in participation. In the same data
collected April 8 and 9, 124
cars were found to park in the
lots on a daily basis, but for
Car-Free Day, that number
reduced to 112, totaling a ten
percent reduction in traffic.
This reduction is also an improvement compared to last
year, when there was only a
five percent decrease.
The increase in involvement may have had to do
with the late start students
were presented as a result of
the new block day schedule,
which gave students an extra
two hours to get to school.
Although previous Car-Free
Days have had a late start, it
was not nearly as lavish as the
extra two hours.
However, despite the
later start, there weren’t student Metro passes available as
there have been in years past.
“That was our fault. We
just didn’t push as early and as
hard as we have in past years,”
said Anderson. “But we want
to try to get that back next

year.”
The publicity campaign
from AP Environmental Science (APES) students also
started late. However, it featured two trailers as opposed
to only one, which has been
the norm in previous years.
The first trailer, which
was aimed at encouraging
carpooling, featured 13 students exiting a Honda Fit.
After they all exited the car,
Assistant Principal for Student Life Brock Kesterson
came out and said “Car Free
Day on Tuesday. We’re not
clowning around.” The video
was produced by senior Matt
Bates and also included clips
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of students asking each other
to carpool with one another
in a promposal-like fashion.
“It turned out really, really well,” said Anderson. “I
was really happy with it.”
The second trailer was a
parody of the Matthew McConaughey Lincoln commercials. It featured senior Parker
Pence reflecting on various
forms of transportation.
“Eric Moody actually
came up with the idea,” said
Pence. “And (once he did
that), we looked up the lines
from the commercials and a
lot of them actually applied
to the environment as well,
so we changed some of them
like, ‘I’ve been driving a Lincoln since before it was cool,’
to, ‘I’ve been riding a bike
since before it was cool.’”
STUCO also helped encourage participation by Instagramming throughout the
day. One of their pictures,
which featured seniors Brian
Seckfort, Andrew Harper,
Connor Brown, Dominic
Civettini, and Evan Schulz,
was tweeted a day after by
the St. Louis Metro account,
which has more than 10,000
followers. The group had
walked and taken the bus as
well as the Metrolink on their
journey to SLUH and was
proud that their story could
be shared.
“It was really neat to see
that what we were doing was
reaching out to people outside
of SLUH,” said Seckfort.
In addition to the Metro’s tweet, a story also aired
on 550 AM radio during the
4:00 and 5:00 news on Car
Free Day. Students and teachers were interviewed by Mark
Zinn, ’07, who gave a report
of the day on-air.
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10 years ago this week, current
SLUH President David Laughlin
visited SLUH for the first time after
being selected as the new President. Faculty showed admiration
for the new leader, who toured the
campus and met with the school’s
administrators.

Cardinals Club sends Ultimate soars through first five games of season
first tweets
James Bricker and
Smet graduated much of their newer De Smet squad could
During the second half,
BY

BY John Schwartz
REPORTER

artwork | Matthew Hennessey

A

s baseball season gets
underway, Redbirds fans
across St. Louis and the U.
High start feeling a little better. The grass is green, it’s getting warm again, and Cardinal Nation is preparing for its
twelfth World Series trophy.
Newly founded, the
SLUH Cardinals Club is celebrating the rich tradition of
baseball in St. Louis and getting Cardinal hype flowing
through SLUH. The initial
idea came from junior Sean
Kelso, who was inspired by
big winter acquisitions such
as Gold Glove outfielder Jason
Heyward and recent Redbird
success.
“I knew there was a lot of
hype coming to St. Louis, and
after talking to some classmates, we thought it would be
a good idea to start something
up to help support that hype,”
said Kelso.
The club is planning
weekly meetings to discuss
Cardinal baseball. Kelso and
juniors Tim Edmond and
Jimmy Hogan have also set
their hearts on having club
meetups at sports bars around
town to watch games together,
and they even aspire to attend
games together over the summer.
“The sky’s the limit, really. With the sport of baseball,
we can expand it into really
anything we want,” said Kelso.
“We want to let the students
in the club decide what we do
with it.”
Kelso also admits that

there will be a lot of room for
growth and new ideas. Students are encouraged to share
their ideas and get others on
board in order to get the Cardinals Club rolling.
One other thing Kelso
stresses is that the club will
also be exploring other sports
interests. As Blues fans know,
early baseball season matches
up with the Stanley Cup Playoffs, so Blues games and other
sporting events can be discussed by members at meetings and even viewed together as a club.
“It’s not limited just to
baseball. If you like football,
for example, don’t be immediately discouraged from
joining the club,” said Kelso.
The club already has a
promising fan following on
Twitter (@SLUHCards) having garnered over eighty
followers before the club’s
first meeting today in M110
during activity period. With
such a large group of students
already showing interest in
the SLUH Cardinals Club,
they hope to really get some
things underway soon and
help spread Redbird fever at
SLUH.

Corrections
In the April 1st article regarding the band trip to New
York City, the Prep News failed to report a fact. Senior Nic
Pitti was one of 5 students at the festival to receive the “Maestro” award for outstanding musicianship.
In last week’s volleyball article, the head coach’s name
was incorrectly reported as Brian Cheak. His name is Jeff
Cheak.
The Prep News regrets these errors.

William Balossi
REPORTERS

W

hile many spring teams
have gotten off to a
strong start this year, ultimate
frisbee seems to have risen
above the rest. With a 5-0
varsity record and having outscored their opponents by a
combined 75-16, it is hard not
to see SLUH as the favorite to
win state this year.
Ultimate started off
the first game of the season
against a well-respected De
Smet. The game looked to
have all the makings of a great
contest with the recent history
of a fierce rivalry between the
two teams. Last year, De Smet
dashed SLUH’s hopes of a
perfect season in a hotly contested, late-season game that
ended 15-14 in overtime in
De Smet’s favor. However, De

talent at the end of last year.
With a younger team,
comprised mainly of freshmen, the De Smet Spartans
lacked primarily what the
SLUH squad had: organization, structure, familiarity
with each other, and a knack
for cooperation built by years
of playing together.
The Jr. Bills swept the
field, dominating play after
play while racking up the
points. The final score, 15-1,
saw the team starting strong
out of the gate with standout
performances in handler work
from senior captains Thomas
Lux, Matt Barron, and Sean
Eberle as well as notable performances from rookie seniors Will DelaRoche and
Daniel Baldetti downfield.
“The whole team brought
an intensity on defense the

not match” said Eberle.
At Marquette, where
SLUH won 15-6, the performance was strong, with
the team’s defense having to
compensate for Marquette’s
physicality. Unwilling to let
their streak come to an end,
the team went on to defeat Vianney 15-1, with Thomas Lux
taking MVP for his many accurate throws.
Most notable among the
team’s performances, however, was the most recent match
at Kirkwood. Along with Lux
and senior John Ratermann,
Eberle was one of the key
players in the game against
Kirkwood. Despite a tough
start in which Kirkwood kept
the score even, the Jr. Billikens
were able to force a few key
turnovers and end the half up
by four points.

Kirkwood was unable to keep
up the pace, and the Jr. Bills
dominated defensively thanks
to Lux, Raterman and Eberle.
SLUH Ultimate ended the
game with a final score of 156.
“Kirkwood is considered
the third best program in
Saint Louis but they were no
match for us,” said Eberle.
With a varsity record of
5-0, and having already played
some of the top teams in St.
Louis, the team has a right to
be confident. However, they
have to maintain their streak
when they travel to Chicago to
take on the best teams in the
region this weekend.
The team’s next home
game is April 26 at 12 p.m.
against Ladue.

De Smet snaps Inline win streak, Jr. bills look for
redemption in busy schedule
BY Ethan
REPORTER

T

McIntyre

he St. Louis U. High Inline hockey team fell to
De Smet 7-4 on Sunday. The
game marked a renewal of the
Inline hockey rivalry between
St. Louis’ Jesuit high schools.
The team attempted to
build off its outstanding 6-5
overtime win from two nights
before against Parkway South.
Junior Steve Lockwood scored
a hat trick that night, making a
case to keep him up on offense
rather than moving him back
to his more natural defensive
role as healthy forwards continue to return to the team.
“Steve is a D-man in
ice (hockey). It’s always cool
when a defensive player gets
a chance to score goals. When
you put him in the slot, he’s
going to net a lot of goals,”
said sophomore Luke Gassett.
Senior Brendan Walters
capped off a stellar four-point
game with the overtime goal.
After giving up a late goal in
the second period, the team
got a much-needed burst of

momentum from Walters’
goal as it heads into Sunday
night’s game against De Smet.
Gassett led the charge,
scoring the game’s first goal
just four minutes in. With
five wins and a league-leading
save percentage, De Smet’s
Colin Nieters was no easy
netminder to beat. Gassett’s
goal also put him at the top
of the league leaders list with
29 points in seven games. He
would later be joined at the
top by De Smet’s own sophomore phenom Jared Wescott,
who racked up three points in
Sunday’s game.
“I’ve had a lot of success this year, and I think it’s
because I’m a strong skater.
I like to wheel out there. It’s
fun!” responded Gassett, who
is currently leading the league
in points.
The team had just six
skaters dress for the game,
which made for a very short
bench. Lockwood and Walters, the heroes of Friday’s
game, did not play on Sunday.
“We only had six skat-

ers, so we did what we could,”
said Gassett. “We outplayed
them in the first half, but as
the game went on, we got
tired and started to fall apart
a little.”
In a rough stretch at the
end of the first period and the
beginning of the second period, De Smet lit the lamp with
four unanswered goals. At the
beginning of the season, multiple players carried a chip on
their shoulders after De Smet
knocked the Jr. Bills out of the
MOIHA State Championship
last season. Drawing from the
emotions of their rivalry, the
team made a valiant effort to
come back.
Sophomore Matt Wulff
scored his first two goals of
his varsity Inline career during a positive team effort to
overcome the league-leading
Spartans. Wulff rounds out an
impressive group of sophomores and juniors who will
insure the program’s success
in years to come.
De Smet’s flashy offense
continued to pile on the goals

in the second period, leading
the Spartans to a 7-4 win over
the Jr. Bills. The loss gave the
team a chance to see firsthand
what they will need to beat De
Smet when they face off again
on April 25. The exposure to
the league leaders also gave
the Jr. Bills a chance to see
what they will need to bring
to the floor once playoffs begin in mid-May.
The loss dropped SLUH
back to 6th place in the varsity standings, yet the Jr. Bills
remain only three points (less
than two wins) behind De
Smet.
Looking ahead on the
schedule, the Bills will be playing Fort Zumwalt North, Fort
Zumwalt East, and Oakville
this week. Both Fort Zumwalt
North and Oakville are within
one win of SLUH, offering the
team a chance to climb the
table before facing De Smet
again on April 25.
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Baseball sweeps Jesuit Classic
BY Dominic
REPORTER

Himich

T

he varsity baseball team played
in the Jesuit Classic over the
weekend and went 3-0 in the tournament. The 7-3 BaseBills are on a fivegame winning streak as the rigor of
the schedule begins to pick up.
Against Loyola of Chicago on
Friday, April 10, SLUH capitalized on
several errors to win 8-0.
Against the St. Mary’s Dragons
on Saturday, April 11, the Bills found
themselves down 1-0 going into the
bottom of the sixth inning.
After two walks, junior Truman
Stephens hit an RBI single to tie up
the game. Junior pitcher Ty Frederking allowed just one hit in seven innings, setting up the Jr. Bills for a
win going into the bottom of the 7th.
After senior Corey Renaud was

hit by a pitch, the bases were eventually loaded for sophomore shortstop
Donovan Ditto, who delivered with
a walk-off shot to left center, and the
Jr. Bills celebrated a tough win over
the Dragons.
In the second game on Saturday, the BaseBills faced Ignatius
Prep. With the game tied 1-1 going
into the 6th inning, Ignatius managed to score two runs on key hits
with runners in scoring position.
The Jr. Bills were down to their
last three outs going into the bottom
of the seventh and behind by two
runs. After a single and a walk, junior outfielder Sam Perry laid down
a sacrifice bunt to move the runners
to second and third. Junior catcher
Luke Thibodeau came through with
a clutch single to score the two runs
and tie up the game, which went into

continued on page 8

Volleyball playing well despite
close loss to MCC-rival De Smet

BY Leo Henken
REPORTERS

Senior Max Kavy powers through the Bixby defense in last week’s Ruggerfest tournament.
BY Keith Thomas
CORE STAFF

T

he St. Louis U. High rugby team
continued its hot streak in the
past week, defeating CBC and going
2-1 at the St. Louis Gateway Ruggerfest tournament in Maryland
Heights.
Last Thursday, the Jr. Bills
played at CBC after a tough week
of practice. Despite the hard-hitting
practices, the team showed stamina
throughout the game.
Senior captain Drew Mudd
continued his hot streak early in
the game, with a slithering run and
conversion to put the Bills out to a
7-0 lead. His play has been strong all
season, and he hopes it will remain
that way throughout the state run.
After a CBC score, the Jr. Bills
and the Cadets played a well-fought
half, with each team making good
defensive stops on both ends of the
pitch. Captain Aaron Kilgore picked
up his first try of the year late in the

half off of a scrum that was skillfully
won by senior Sigmund Gusdorf.
Gusdorf recently made his return to
the team after being sidelined with a
concussion. With the try, the Jr. Bills
were up 14-7 at half.
“I couldn’t wait to get back on
the pitch after my concussion,” said
Gusdorf. “There’s always that worry
about getting hurt again . . . but later
on instinct kind of takes over, and I
got back into the swing of things.”
The second half belonged to
SLUH, dominating every aspect of
the game. After tries from sophomore scrum half Luke Sextro and
senior fullback Elliot Boerding, the
Jr. Bills accelerated their lead to 26-7.
Senior Max Kavy made his
presence known to the rival Cadets
shortly after Boerding’s try. The Jr.
Bills were deep in CBC’s zone and
were awarded a penalty kick from
five meters out. Mudd dished the
ball off to Kavy, who demolished the
waiting CBC defender and placed

the ball down for a try.
Kavy’s physique has been a
stronghold for the Jr. Bills this year,
allowing the team to experiment
with two-man lineouts and powerful offloads. After his try, the Jr. Bills
led 33-7.
CBC quickly answered, picking
off Sextro’s pass on the ensuing kickoff, but Sextro answered right back
with an impressive try off of a Jr. Bills
line out.
Despite CBC’s final try from
their own scrum, the Jr. Bills were
triumphant, winning with a dominant score of 40-21.
With only a day of rest, the Jr.
Bills opened Ruggerfest against the
Fox Valley Predators and jumped on
the board early with a try from junior Adam Vonder Haar.
The game remained stagnant
until the second half, when Mudd
conducted an impressive back line

and Jake Swyers

A

fter the first few weeks of the
season, the St. Louis U. High
volleyball team holds a 7-1 record,
with their only loss coming from the
game versus De Smet on Tuesday.
Tuesday night’s game against
De Smet Jesuit was the team’s first
real test of the season. De Smet went
on an early run to lead the Jr. Bills
18-14, but the SLUH squad rattled
off some strong attacks to get the
score back to 20-20. Neck and neck
the rest of the set, De Smet gained
the advantage and ran away with the
close victory of 25-23.
SLUH dominated most of the
second set, but their early energy
faded, and De Smet won the set 2523, to take the match 2-0.
Despite the disappointing loss,
the match also produced some positive results. Head coach Jeff Cheak
noted the team’s persistence and
continued on page 7 strong serve receive game as high
points of Tuesday’s match.
“I am really happy with our
team’s fight,” said Cheak. “(We) were
down pretty big in game one, yet
on nine shots.
fought back to make it a tight game
“We came out really hard,” said and put ourselves in a position to
Twardowski, “we played really good
photo | Patrick Enderle
defense. Chris and Michael shut
them down in the first half. Then we
(had a mental lapse) and they just
wanted it more.”
In the third quarter, the Jr. Bills
held the Friars to just two goals but
were unable to score any of their
own, finishing the quarter barely
hanging on to their 5-4 lead.
The Jr. Bills slowed down in
the second half and especially in the
fourth; it was easy to tell the team
had had a long tournament. They
struggled to score and allowed three
more goals, eventually losing the
game 7-5.
“We just got out-worked,”
said head coach Paul Baudendistel.
“That’s discouraging, but very fixable. There’s not a drill for it, but it’s
each individual taking ownership of
working harder in practice.”
“We learned a lot from the
game,” said Larson, “and I think we’ll
take that into the (next) tournament
and we’ll be able to adjust.”
Derdeyn, Franz, and Larson
made the DeSmet invitational AllTournament Team and Derdeyn was
awarded MVP of the tournament.
After a long weekend of games,
the Jr. Bills turned back to regu- Junior David Corley prepares for a hit during the 2-0 win against CBC last

H2OBills lose to Fenwick in title game
BY Tim
STAFF

I

Nile

n the midst of a season filled
with big margins of victory, the
St. Louis U. High water polo team
placed second in the DeSmet Invitational tournament this past weekend, losing to the Fenwick Friars 7-5
in the championship game.
In order to get to the championship, the team had to advance past
round robin play.
On Thursday night, the Jr. Bills
faced Ladue and played to a 15-0
win. Senior goalie Arthur Larson
had seven saves in the second half to
preserve the shutout.
On Friday afternoon, the Jr.
Bills defeated De LaSalle, a Catholic
school from Chicago, 13-4. Junior
Mark Franz lead the team’s offensive
attack with three goals on five shots;
juniors Chris Kreienkamp and Dan
Walsh each scored twice.
Early Saturday morning the
team beat MICDS by a score of 141. Senior captain two-meter Colin
Derdeyn lead the team with five
goals while MICDS had just four attempted shots total.
Later that morning, the team
took on Stevenson, the No. 3-ranked
team in Illinois, hailing from Lincolnshire. Stevenson was reportedly
missing their goalie, who was on a
recruiting trip, and one of their main

offensive players. Senior two-meter
Eric Caselton led the offense with
four goals and sophomore Thomas
Nordmann had his first career varsity goal in the 14-3 win.
“We rocked the first couple of
games; we dominated all the Missouri teams; we countered hard; we
scored out of set well,” said senior
Luke Twardowski.
These wins slotted the Jr. Bills to
play Chicago’s Fenwick Friars in the
championship that evening. The Jr.
Bills had previously faced the Friars,
the No. 1 team in Illinois, in the York
Tournament championship, losing
8-7, the team’s only other loss of the
season.
The Jr. Bills jumped out to a
quick 2-0 lead halfway through the
first quarter on goals from Derdeyn
and Caselton before the Friars could
answer back on a 5-meter penalty
shot. Caselton scored again, this
time on a six-on-five man advantage to go up 3-1. But before the first
quarter ended, the Friars answered
back, making it 3-2.
The second quarter was dominated by the Jr. Bills with goals from
Franz and Caselton.
The Jr. Bill defense dominated
throughout the first half, thanks to
the return of senior Michael Kennedy, head two-meter guard, from
an illness. Larson made seven saves

come back and win the game.”
Cheak still believes there is
room for improvement.
“We need to focus on battling
for each point as a team,” said Cheak.
Celebrating our points and keeping our energy and focus consistent
throughout the match is another
goal for the team going forward.”
The Jr. Bills looked to redeem
themselves Wednesday night. They
battled against Marquette, another talented team with a skill level
similar to De Smet’s. The match was
much more than a rebound. SLUH
dealt a beating to the athletic Marquette squad, winning 25-9 and 2516 for 2-0 match win.
The Marquette win may be the
spark the team needs to ignite the
emotion that will drive the Jr. Bills to
more victories.
The team will compete in the
Parkway Central Tournament this
weekend against many of the area’s
top teams, including De Smet and
Marquette. Many of the juniors, including key hitters Shawn Hughes
and George Huhmann, will be gone;
sophomore Jake Swyers was brought
up from JV on Wednesday to help
the team.

continued on page 8 night, making their record 8-1.
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Track nabs MCC’s, takes
twelfth at Belleville West

BY Cade Dernlan
REPORTER

T

he St. Louis U. High varsity track
team has competed in both the
MCC Relays (April 1) and Belleville
West Invitational (April 12) in recent
weeks, tying for first in the former
and taking twelfth in the latter.
The MCC Relays meet, which
took place at Chaminade, resulted
in a tie with CBC for first place with
each team earning 92 points. The
MCC Relays meet differs from a
typical meet both in that all of the
track events are relays and in that the
scoring in field events is calculated
differently. In a normal meet’s field
events, teams enter multiple competitors, but only the best individual
score is included in the team score.
In the MCC relay clash, teams enter
four competitors in every event, and
all of the individual scores are combined for the team scores.
“It adds a little extra team perspective to the mix than I think is
usually present in track,” said junior
Billy Balossi. “Everyone has to perform at their very best for the squad
to really reach their full potential.”
SLUH performed well both on
the track and on the field, but a few
key errors cost them the outright
victory against CBC. Dropped batons and poor handoffs dampened
an otherwise successful meet.
“Our high jump was excellent.
Our athletes had three personal records and junior Brendan Underwood tied his. Freshman Daniel
McMurran and sophomore Caleb
Holland both jumped 5’10”. Senior
Benjamin Hayes reached 5’8”,” said
head coach Joe Porter.
The pole vaulters followed up
a strong performance at Gateway
Invitational with another impressive showing at MCC Relays, with
seniors George Howe and Thomas
Walsh and sophomores Andrew
Gammon and Sean Hruz winning
pole vault with 41’6” total, an average of 10’4” per vaulter.

SLUH’s distance squad continued its success against MCC rivals
with a dominating performance in
the 4x1600 meter relay. With a time
of 19:00, SLUH was able to hold off
second place De Smet Jesuit, who
finished in 19:47.
“It was a good second meet,”
said Porter. “We had some strong
performances, but we also made
some critical mistakes. We will learn
from them and continue to get better.”
Last Saturday, the SLUH track
team made the trip across the Mississippi to compete against regional
competition at the Belleville West
Invitational. The varsity team placed
twelfth in a strong field of teams.
“It was a pretty big meet with
solid competition,” said junior
Dustan Davidson, who competed in
the 800 meter run, placing second
with a time of 1:55.23.
The rest of the distance team
competed well in a tough meet, with
seniors Matt Hennessey and Jack
Sullivan placing sixth and seventh
in the 3200, with times of 9:54 and
10:00, respectively. Both seniors also
competed in the 1600, with Sullivan
placing tenth in 4:39 and Hennessey
finishing 15th with a time of 4:43.
Senior vaulters Howe and
Walsh placed 13th and 16th, respectively. Howe cleared 11’3” while
Walsh vaulted 10’3”.
Junior sprint duo Robert
Caldwell and Jibril Muhammed
placed 28th and 29th in the 100 and
33rd and 34th in the 200.
“I was a little disappointed,” said
Caldwell, “I know that I need to keep
working hard, and I will soon return
to form.”
After facing the best competition the region has to offer, SLUH
next competes at the Dale Collier Invitational this weekend at Kirkwood
High School.
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sports community, started at SLUH

Sports editor Marty Johnson sat
down with Matt Sebek, ’00, to discuss
his Twitter presence and the inspiration for his Rookies app, an app that
helps you create your own baseball
cards. Sebek played soccer and baseball at SLUH and then played soccer
for the University of Evansville while
earning a degree in computer science.
With almost 17,000 followers, Sebek
has become well known on Twitter
for his humorous St. Louis sports
based tweets. He is also the founder
of joesportsfan.com.
Marty Johnson: So you went to the
University of Evansville?
Matt Sebek: Yeah, I played baseball
and soccer here at SLUH and then
went to Evansville to play soccer and
study computer science.
MJ: Is this how you got your background in app development?
MS: Yeah, I pretty much knew in
high school that I wanted to do
something with computers and
technology. It doesn’t seem like that
long ago, but in terms of technology,
it was really long ago. It was clear
that technology and IT were here to
stay, so I wanted to do something in
school. So I learned how to program
and get that discipline. It also tells
the story of how sports and computers have always kind of been in my
life. It’s what I’ve always wanted to
do.
MJ: So what did you do when you
first got out of college?
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Spring Signing Day

On Friday afternoon, three SLUH seniors signed their letters of intent
to play their respective sports in college. Mick Callahan will wrestle at
Rochester Institute of Technology, Jack McCarthy will play football at
DePauw, and Albert Reinwart will play soccer at Bradley University.
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MS: When I got out of college, I ran
a website called joesportsfan.com
which is still around today. Now it’s
more of an e-commerce t-shirt shop.
But in 2004, it was one of the biggest independent sports blogs. There
wasn’t a ton of money in it, but… I
was writing on a consistent basis,
and my buddies and I had a podcast,
so we were just constantly in the mix
in the network of people—like at
ESPN and Yahoo. It gave us a great
network of people, so when we released something like an app, we had
people already to reach out to and
promote it.
MJ: Where did your love of sports
come from?
MS: Living in St. Louis, I guess. My
parents were huge Cardinals fans,
and I had always played sports.
MJ: And so you made the Rookies
App a couple of years ago. Where
did the inspiration to make baseball
cards come from?
MS: I collected cards as a kid. And
with phones out, instead of always
having baseball cards in our pockets,
we had our phones. So the idea was,
could we create an app that would
allow people to trade baseball cards
with their phones? So that was the
original idea. It was never the notion of being able to make your own
card. That idea came from the fact
that the phones were about the same
size as baseball cards. But then Apple
came out with the new iPhone and it

got bigger, so it forced us to rethink
what we were doing. And that’s how
we came up with the idea: What if I
could make my own baseball card,
and what if I could print it?
MJ: How did you come to use Twitter as a presence for your businesses?
MS: It goes back to sports. Everyone in technology is trying to form
communities. The real hook in social
media now is trying to find people
who have similar interests. I mean,
we could talk for hours because I
like the Cardinals and you like the
Cardinals. So that’s really where my
love for Twitter came. I just started
to talk about the Cardinals, and
people started to gravitate towards
that since I was doing it in sort of a
humorous way and no one was really doing that locally. And since everyone loves to laugh and everyone
loves the Cardinals, it was a good
mesh of those things.
MJ: Do you come up with the shirt
ideas for joesportsfan?
MS: The way it works now is a lot of
followers’ submissions saying that
you should do this, and then designers that I know come up with the
concepts.
MJ: So what’s a day in the life of Matt
Sebek look like?
MS: I work from home a lot. I work
from coffee houses a lot. It’s a lot of
email. It’s really about just trying to
talk to as many people as I can so I
can set up partnerships. The morning is kind of like wake up and see
Dauphin Yearbook what the top news stories are and
how they relate to St. Louis and really interacting with people until I go
to bed at night.
MJ: Do you have any new ideas?
MS: We’re gonna do a lot of work
around Rookies. I really like the
physical aspects of Rookies that you
actually buy a pack of cards and
touch it. We’re currently prototyping
a self-standing kiosk that would be
at Busch Stadium where people can
walk up, create a card, and take one
home with them as a souvenir.

Sebek plays for the SLUH varsity soccer team during his senior season. He
played socceer at SLUH all four years before he went on to play for the University of Evansville.

Rugby conquers MCC-rival CBC by 21
(continued from page 6)

sequence for a try. Shortly after, senior Rollin Jackson intercepted the
Fox Valley lineout and rumbled
through the defense to put the Bills
ahead 15-0.
The team won by that score,
with the main standout in the game
being the team’s solid defense, not
allowing any points to a large Fox
Valley.
SLUH turned around later in
the day to play the Naperville (Ill.)
Chiefs. Thirty seconds into the
game, senior flanker Jason Plyler
broke free for a 40-meter try, his first
of the year.
“I love to run like a deer, so it
felt good to get the legs out for a
stretch,” said Plyler. “I was coming in
to the ruck from behind, so I saw an
opening and went for it.”
After a penalty kick from Mudd
and a try from Gusdorf, the Jr. Bills
won the game 17-0, yet again showing a strong defensive performance
despite playing two games in four
hours.
The win advanced the Jr. Bills to
the championship game on Sunday

against a fit side from Bixby, Oklahoma. SLUH and Bixby are two of
the emerging rugby squads in the
nation, ranked 50th and 39th, respectively.
Bixby got out to a 5-0 lead, with
their center picking off Mudd’s pass
early.
The Jr. Bills pushed through the
Bixby line, setting Mudd up for a
conversion from 20 meters out. Despite what looked to be a good conversion, both sirs concluded that the
ball went just wide of the goalposts,
and the score remained 5-0. Points
were hard to come by in the game, so
the disputable call was a minor setback for the team.
After another Bixby try from
their scrum, they led 12-0 at the half.
“We weren’t in the field mentally,” said Mudd of the first half.
“They dominated the first ten minutes and did all their scoring because
we didn’t have any poise.”
The Jr. Bills dominated the second half, with senior Rafael Robert
muscling through for a try. After
a missed conversion, the Jr. Bills
trailed 12-5.

Later in the half, a Bixby player
was given a yellow card for a late hit
on Mudd, who took a beating for
most of the game. With a man advantage and seven minutes left in the
game, the Jr. Bills had work to do.
Sextro scored a try shortly after
the yellow card off of a Bixby penalty
for hands in the ruck. After another
missed conversion—a problem the
Bills had for most of the weekend—
SLUH trailed by only two.
In extra time, the Jr. Bills pushed
deep into Bixby territory. Despite the
momentum, however, the final whistle blew, and the game ended 12-10.
The Jr. Bills still took second
place in the tournament, a strong
showing for the team who look toward state in a few weeks, an event
that the team has high hopes for.
“If we play like we did in the
second half against Bixby, I have
confidence that we will contend for
state,” said Mudd.
“I wouldn’t say our entire goal is
to win state,” said Kilgore. “I would
say our main goal is to beat the KC
Junior Blues.”
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Friday, April 10

The senior class gathered in the
chapel for their final class Mass and
witnessed six of their classmates create
a human pyramid behind the altar during the homily.
Moderator of the Sophomore
Pastoral Team Brian Gilmore introduced an opportunity to see Pope
Francis this coming September.
Yearbook worked on pages and
reviewed the physical proof of the
cover.
Saturday, April 11

Latin Club practiced certamen
for this weekend’s convention.
Sunday, April 12

The Grandparents’ Mass, presided over by Jim Burshek, S.J., was
held in the Commons. The homily
discussed how grandparents’ love for
their grandchildren is similar to Jesus’
love for us. Seniors Jack Kiehl and John
Mattingly shared reflections.
Monday, April 13

Senior Follies writers met to review scripts.
Tuesday, April 14

At the Senior Class Elections, the
junior class chose Ryan Hopkins and
Sam Tettamble as their president and
vice president, respectively.
Senior Pastoral Team met to discuss readings for their graduation and
lock-in Masses and had some math difficulties.
Wednesday, April 15

Tom Greene, S.J., visited the Students for Life and Pax Christi clubs to
discuss the death penalty.
Sophomores interested in a
Chemistry Bowl on Saturday, May 2,
met in S302 to discuss the details of

the event with chemistry teacher Kathy
Chott.
Staycation Club met to plan for
their trip on May 1. They plan to go to
the STUCO-sponsored food trucks at
SLUH and then downtown to see the
greatest hits of St. Louis architecture.
Medical Careers Club tried to set
a date for their Barnes Hospital trip: either Wednesday, May 27 or Thursday,
May 28. They also had their picture
taken for Yearbook and discussed tshirt ideas.
Junior Pastoral Team planned
their Junior Ring Mass for Friday, May
1, assigning roles for the liturgy.
Chem Study practiced problems
using rate laws and chemical equilibrium in S302.
Thursday, April 16

Pax Christi listened to guest
speaker Jim Fitz from the Christian
Peacemaker Teams organization, and
Fitz discussed the battles over land between the Colombian guerilla fighters
and the Colombian government.
Veterans and new recruits for the
Speech Team met in the Danis Lobby
to see the number of returning members and new ones. They also discussed
reforms for next year’s team and the
end-of-year banquet.
Latin Club went over the details
for Missouri Junior Classical League
2015, including certamen and hotel
room information.
Freshman Pastoral Team discussed their final plans for their class
Mass today, Pope Francis’s visit in September, and the rescheduling of the
freshman pastoral team retreat.
—Compiled by Sam Chechik, Joseph Reznikov, and Joe Slama.

Friday, April 17

Regular Schedule
V Volleyball @ Parkway Tournament
Sophomore Conversations
STUCO Jr Pres. and VP Speeches and Voting
AP
Freshman Class Mass
Snack—Chicken Rings
3:30pm C Golf vs. CBC
4:15pm B Baseball vs. CBC
4:15pm C Baseball vs. Parkway West
4:30pm V Baseball @ CBC
7:00pm C Inmline vs. Ft. Zumwalt South
7:30pm JV Inline vs. Francis Howell North
9:00pm C Inline vs. Ft. Zumwalt North
Lunch Special—Chicken Bites
Vegetarian—Turkey Burger

ACT
V Volleyball @ Parkway Tournament
Sophomore Conversations
8:00am V Tennis @ Alton Invitational
9:00am V Track @ Dale Collier Invitational
10:00am V Baseball vs. McCluer North
12:00pm C Lacrosse @ De Smet
1:00pm JV Inline vs. Francis Howell North
2:00pm V Baseball vs. Alton
2:00pm JV Lacrosse @ De Smet
4:00pm V Lacrosse @ De Smet
6:00pm V Inline vs. Ft. Zumwalt East
7:30pm Circus Club
9:00pm C Inline vs. Vianney

Sunday, April 19
2:00pm Circus Club
6:00pm V Inline vs. Ft. Zumwalt North

Water Polo has
good showing
at tourney

(Continued from page 6)

(Continued from page 6)
-lar season play on Wednesday and handily defeated the
Parkway West Longhorns 173.
“It’s a statement as to how
good our team is this year,”
said Twardowski. “We are unquestionably the best team in
the state, so to knock down
the number four team in the
state by 14 goals—it sends a
statement to everyone else
that we’re hungry this year
and we want to win.”
The team plays CBC
Monday evening at 5:30 at
Forest Park Community College.

and tie up the game, which
went into extra innings.
After Stephens held Ignatius to no runs in the top of
the 8th, junior designated hitter John Brinkman led off the
inning with a base hit.
After Michael LaDriere
came in to pinch run, the Jr.
Bills found themselves with
runners on the corners and
one out with Renaud up. Renaud laid down a gem of a sacrifice bunt, and LaDriere slid
under the tag for a walk-off
sacrifice bunt to win the game
4-3.
“I’m glad to come away
with the win after that one,”
said LaDriere. “The team was
struggling to get the bat on
the ball, but we kept stringing

together good at bats and we
were able to put some runs on
the board and find a way to
win. If we keep scrapping like
that, we’ll always put ourselves
in a position to win the game.”
“The Jesuit Classic gave
us an opportunity to not
only get some quality games
in against quality opponents
but to have a unique experience playing other teams from
Chicago that are also Jesuitbased,” said senior Nathan
Schweppe.
The Bills play CBC next
Friday, April 17, at 4:30 at
CBC and then McCluer North
and Alton in a doubleheader
on Saturday, April 18.
“We look forward to using our momentum from
this weekend in the weeks to
come,” said Ladriere.

C VOLLEYBALL

(4/16)
SLUH
CBC

1 2
25 25
21 27

SLUH wins 2-1

3
25
12

JV VOLLEYBALL

(4/16)
SLUH
CBC

1
25
7

2
25
14

SLUH wins 2-0

Box Scores
(Continued)
FOX
TOURNAMENT
(JV GOLF) (4/16)
Zach O’Toole - 74
Joseph Reznikov - 75
Jimmy Reddy - 79
Kevin O’Linn - 79
Andrew Modder - 79
Connor Fitzgerald - 89
Team Finish: 1st place

JV TENNIS

(4/16)

SLUH
W.
Groves

VARSITY TENNIS
SLUH
8
8
Final
Final (4/16)
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Monday, April 20

Regular Schedule
Sophomore Conversations
9:00am V Golf @ Webster Cup
AP
Freshman Class Meeting
Snack—Braided Pretzels
3:30pm JV Golf vs. Lafayette
4:00pm V/JV Tennis vs. De Smet
4:15pm B Baseball @ Westminister
4:15pm C Baseball vs. Marquette
4:30pm C Lacrosse @ Eureka
4:30pm JV Water Polo vs. CBC
5:30pm V Water Polo vs. CBC
Lunch Special—Steak and Cheese on French
Vegetarian— Black Bean Burger

Tuesday, April 21
Saturday, April 18

Baseball 3-0 in Jesuit
Classic

Regular Schedule

Sophomore Conversations
AP
Jr. Ring Mass Choir Rehearsal
Freshman/Sophomore Awaards Ceremony
Snack—PIzza Sticks
3:30pm C Golf vs. Chaminade
4:00pm C Track @ Kirkwood Invitational
4:00pm V Track @ Webster Groves Invitational
4:00pm JV Volleyball vs. St. Mary’s
4:15pm C Baseball @ Lindbergh
4:15pm B Baseball @ Vianney
4:30pm V Baseball vs. Vianney
5:00pm V Volleyball vs. St. Mary’s
6:00pm President’s Reception for Incoming Freshmen
8:30pm V Inline vs. Oakville
Lunch Special—Hand-Breaded Chicken Tenders
Vegetarian—Turkey Burger

W.
Groves

1

BULLDOG
BATTLE (V GOLF)
Dan Venker - 71
Alex Ciaramitaro - 76
Scotty Berger - 82
Michael Rackers - 84
Team Finish: 3rd place
Singles Winners: Mehal
Amin • David Lord • David
Dowd-Nieto • Ben Bott • Kyle
Schnell
Doubles Winners: Sam &
Ben Bott • David Lord &
Kyle Schnell • Mehal Amin &
Vincent Bartholomew

Wednesday, April 22

Regular Schedule

Sophomore Conversations
STUCO Speeches and Final Election
AP
Junior Awards Ceremony
Snack—Sweets
4:00pm V Tennis @ MICDS
4:00pm JV Tennis vs. MICDS
4:15pm B Baseball vs. Belleville West
4:15pm C Baseball vs. Kirkwood
4:30pm V Baseball vs. Belleville West
Lunch Special—Toasted Ravioli
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese

Thursday, April 23

Mass Schedule
JV Water Polo @ Chaminade Invitational (through
Saturday)
Sophomore Conversations
AP
All School Awards Ceremony
3:30pm JV Golf @ De Smet
3:30pm V Golf vs. De Smet
4:15pm C Baseball vs. De Smet
4:30pm V Baseball vs. Bishop DuBourg
5:30pm V Water Polo @ Lafayette
Lunch Special—Papa John’s
Vegetarian—Rice

Friday, April 24

Regular Schedule
V Tennis @ MICDS Tournament (through Saturday)
Sophomore Conversations
AP
NHS Meeting
Snack—Chicken Rings
3:30pm C Golf vs. Vianney
4:00pm V Track @ Gary Parker Tournament
4:15pm B Baseball vs. Oakville
4:30pm C Lacrosse @ CBC
6:00pm JV Lacrosse @ CBC
7:30pm Freshman Class Dance
7:45pm V Lacrosse @ CBC
9:00pm V Inline vs. Parkway South
Lunch Special—Fried Chicken
Vegetarian—Pasta

