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Follies
features
skits, music
in 70th year
BY Sam
STAFF
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s a last hurrah in their
SLUH careers, the class
of 2015 will continue a tradition started in 1945: Senior
Follies. On Saturday and
Sunday, seniors will perform
about 15 skits, 11 songs, and
4 featured videos chock-full
of inside jokes gathered from
their four years at SLUH as
their farewell performance.
Early in the school year,
math teacher and Senior Follies director Frank Corley
sent out an email encouraging seniors to write for and
participate in the production.
Corley received an outstanding 37 submissions for skits,
17 of which made the cut for
the production.
“We had a large group of
writers this year, 15 or 16 writers, to the point that almost
nobody wrote more than one
or two skits,” said Corley. “As
much heartache and worry
you go through making sure
you’ve got a show, in the end
we had way more scripts than
we needed to do the show, so
the quality was good enough
that we could say ‘No we’re
not going to do that script,

Science
Department
chooses The
Martian as
summer
reading book
BY Nick Messina
REPORTER
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Seniors Thomas Hogan, Joel Wilper, Jack Barbey, and Peter Volmert lyrically deliberate during a Senior Follies skit.

Survey probes school on
composting and recycling

we’re going to do that one instead.’ The writing was more
plentiful and higher quality
than in the past.”
This year’s production will feature an unusual
amount of music: 11 songs
with lyrics and three instrumentals. The increase
in music is due in large part
to senior Luke Barrale, who
composed and wrote lyrics
for five songs and is the musi-

cal director for the show.
“There’s more music this
year. Baralle, who’s a really
gifted musician, lyricist, and
writer, wanted to get more BY Sam Fentress
music in the show. Typically EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
we’d have six songs this year
ou stand in the corner of
we’ll have 11. It’s really cool,”
the Si Commons. In your
said Corley.
Recent shows have fea- hands are a milk carton, an
tured one video in each act, empty plastic bag, and a hunk
but this year there will be two of sandwich crusts. In front of
continued on page 4 you are a trashcan, a recycling
bin, and a composting bin.
What do you do?
A recent survey administered by students in Bill
Anderson’s Environmental
photo | courtesy of Dauphin Yearbook
Science classes suggests that
although the majority of people in SLUH’s community understand the function of recycling and composting bins,
the likelihood of students using them appropriately is relatively low.
“You wouldn’t even have
to measure it,” said Anderson.
“All you would have to do is
go in the Commons and open

Y

Over 30 years for a music legend

a lid.”
Three hundred eighteen
students, faculty, and staff responded to the survey, which
found that overall, a slim majority of people at SLUH (56.4
percent) say they understand
what can be placed into both
composting and recycling
bins.
Responses to a question
about frequency of recycling
seem to reflect that kind of
understanding. More than
half (54.2 percent) of the
group surveyed said they recycle “often,” while another
29.5 percent said they recycle
“always.”
Responses to a similarly-phrased question about
composting were not as clearcut. The largest portion of
responses (43.9 percent) said

continued on page 4
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Next year, choral director Dr. Joseph Koestner will transition to part-time. See page
five for a review of his thirty-one years at SLUH.
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ince November 13, 2014,
the Science Department,
along with a select group of
juniors, has been attempting to decide on the summer
reading book for the 20152016 school year. And on
April 7, 2015, that book was
chosen—The Martian, by
Andy Weir.
The Martian follows astronaut Mark Watney after he
is left on Mars. Characterized
by notable examples of biology, chemistry, and physics,
as well as a relatable Ignatian
mindset and experience, Weir
depicts the measures that
Watney must take in order
to survive on this desolate
planet.
“You know, choosing the
summer reading is always an
exciting/stressful thing. You
want everyone to enjoy the
book that you read, and to be
inspired by the book. What
become evident in the viewpoint of keeping it a pageturning summer read was
maybe there’s some science
fiction out there that would
be appropriate for the whole
community. I think we found
success in The Martian,” said
Science Department chair
Mary Russo.
Starting in the summer
of the 2014-2015 school year,
the Science Department deliberated over which books
should be considered for the
summer reading book discussion.
The department considered a range of fiction and
nonfiction that included:
Bomb: The Race to Build–
and Steal–the World’s Most
Dangerous Weapon by Steve
Sheinkin, Ready Player One
by Ernest Cline, and ultimately, The Martian.
The Science Department
also introduced student involvement in the summer
reading book selection process. Selecting juniors Mi-
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Steingruby honored with Faculty award

Junior class officers for STUCO
elected on Wednesday

photo | Nolen Doorack

Thomas Leeker—president;
Peter Hennessey—vice president
BY Sam
STAFF

Chechik
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Math teacher Donald Steingruby smiles after receiving the Faculty Appreciation Award.
BY Jack Kiehl
NEWS EDITOR

M

ath teacher Don Steingruby won the Faculty
Appreciation Award yesterday at the all-school awards
ceremony, as voted on by the
senior class.
Steingruby, who teaches
three sections of junior Advanced Algebra 2/Trigonometry and two sections of AP
BC Calculus, and has been
at SLUH since 1998, was
shocked and honored that he
had won the award.
“I was deeply humbled
and touched that the seniors
would choose me to represent
them at graduation, and it was
a very special moment for me.
There’s so many wonderful
teachers here and I’m just very
honored,” said Steingruby. “I
didn’t anticipate that this was
in the works or in the brews.”
Thought Steingruby was
surprised, students like senior
Max Kavy felt that his recognition was in the brews.
“I was talking to some
guys and everyone really
wanted Steingruby to win,”
said Kavy. “I was so happy because I voted for him. He’s just
the best teacher I’ve ever had.”
Steingruby said he tries
to be patient and supportive
with the students when he’s

teaching math to his students.
“He’s just an awesome
teacher: he made class fun, he
helped you learn the material,
he’s a nice guy,” said senior
Christian Stewart, who had
Steingruby for Advanced Algebra 2/Trig.
“Great guy,” said senior
Matt Barron. “Hard class, but
great guy.”
Then there is the humor,
energy, and enthusiasm he
brings to class.
“I think that for me, I try
to put some type of humor in
just naturally and I think that
if I can make someone laugh
a little bit while they’re working hard, I think that helps. I
like to see someone smile and
laugh,” said Steingruby. “Even
if I’m the only one that gets
the joke and I laugh myself,
it’s still worth it.”
Steingruby is known for
using figures of speech, subtle
humor, and puns in his teaching.
“There’s no explanation
for those; they just occur,”
said Steingruby. “Sometimes
it sticks and it’s something
that you use every year to help
a kid remember something.”
Much of Steingruby’s humor involves puns, along with
a handful of “Steingrubyisms,” like “5-6-7-8, time to

differentiate!” and the classic,
“The goose is cooked,” used
by Steingruby when a problem is completed in class.
“I don’t even remember
when we first started cooking
geese,” said Steingruby. “But
they’ve been cooking for a
while.”
“I feel like he’s one of us
in a way with his puns and his
jokes,” said senior Rocco Vienhage. “He can make someone laugh and he can teach
someone at the same time.”
When Steingruby’s name
was announced, seniors
jumped up in applause.
“(When he won) I got up
and I started jumping around
and jumping on people, celebrating,” said Vienhage.
“I was ecstatic,” said
Stewart.
Steingruby said he was
touched by the kindness of
the seniors.
“It’s, for me, definitely a
highlight of my professional career,” said Steingruby.
“There could be nothing as a
teacher better than this.”
Steingruby’s name will be
placed on a plaque with past
Faculty Award winners outside the Main Office. He will
also address the senior class at
graduation on May 24.

early 200 sophomores
cast their ballots in an
election for junior class president and vice president, selecting Thomas Leeker and
Peter Hennessey, respectively.
During
Wednesday’s
activity period, sophomores
piled into the Danis Field
House to listen to speeches.
Running for the vice president position were sophomores Adam Kleffner and
Hennessey. Sophomores Luke
Sextro and Leeker ran for
president.
Leeker cited his desire
to run for the presidency and
his commitment to the class
and discussed some plans for
the Junior Ring Ceremony
and the Ring Dance. His final
comments included a statement about “helping you (the
sophomore class) help each
other.”
About his future plans,
Leeker said that he’s “open
for business, open for suggestions.”
This is Leeker’s first time
running for office in STUCO,
but his inexperience didn’t
deter from his campaign.
“It’s a whole new world,”
said Leeker. “It’s rewarding to
get elected after putting all the
work in for primaries. It’s time
well spent.”
Hennessey discussed following up on previous promises of the past two years, and
also talked about his current
project of designing and creating class t-shirts. He wanted
the class to be more involved,
and his future plans included
a concert, a three-on-three
basketball tournament, and
continuing Food Truck Friday.

Sophomore Thomas Leeker speaks to his class prior to election.

“I’m really excited and
looking forward to another
year of being vice president,”
said Hennessey. “I was just so
happy that everyone likes me
enough to elect me.”
Hennessey also hopes to
improve Mission Week, citing
De Smet’s donation count as
almost double SLUH’s.
“That does not make me
happy,” said Hennessey.
Along with Mission
Week and Spirit Week, the
primary responsibilities of the
junior class president and vice
president are representing the
juniors in STUCO, taking part

in those meetings, and “being
a presence for the juniors,” as
STUCO co-moderator Kate
Toussaint called it.
“They seem like really
great candidates, so I’m excited,” said Toussaint.
The newly-elected officials will go to Trout Lodge
Leadership Camp in June.
Toussaint thinks that
both of them will excel in
their respective positions.
“They seem to bring
great energy into (STUCO),”
said Toussaint. “The guys
seem excited and really have a
lot of new ideas.”

Laughlin travels to China for visit with Nanjing Foreign Language School
Visits with former exchange
students and principal
photo | courtesy of Mr. David Laughlin

President David Laughlin and former Chinese teacher Ching
Ling Tai stand with Principal Zou of Nanjing Foreign Language
School.
BY Leo K. Heinz
CORE STAFF

to China last week with former Chinese teacher Cht. Louis U. High president ing Ling Tai to formalize an
David Laughlin traveled agreement with the Nanjing

S

Foreign Language School to
allow for more students to attend SLUH.
The agreement will allow for eight to ten students
to attend SLUH, likely by next
January, and follows a “memorandum of understanding”
with the school that Principal
John Moran made on a trip
there a year ago. At that time,
Moran began dialogue with
the school to expand the exchange program, according to
Laughlin.
“This was a meeting to
simply continue that conversation in a little bit more formal fashion, Laughlin said.
“There’s a lot of great momentum after 20 years of that relationship and this is an opportunity to grow and expand it,”
Laughlin met with Principal Zou of the school as well
as two assistant principals. He
also toured the school and
met with several students who
have been to SLUH, then had

dinner with their families.
In addition to allowing
for more students to come
here, Laughlin also said that
the agreement could allow for
students to stay for longer periods of time, more than just
a semester of their sophomore
year. More students and longer stays would require more
host families.
After touring the school,
Laughlin was impressed with
the quality of students the
school sends to SLUH.
“It’s clear that the opportunity to come to a place
like St. Louis U. High is a really high priority because they
have other opportunities,” he
said. “ I think it’s neat that
we’re getting interest at a level
from a great school like that
here.”
Though not a formal part
of the agreement, Laughlin
said that it confirmed that the
school would be welcoming
to SLUH students who wish

to travel to China on immersion trips.
The agreement also will
require the exchange students
to pay for their tuition here,
according to Laughlin.
“They’ve been here on
scholarship basically. So we
assist them. That will change

somewhat,” he said. “As we
expand the program, there
will be more of a cost to their
students than we’ve done in
the past because we’ve done
it on a limited basis, and we
want to make sure that’s fair
to our families that are here
too.”

photo | courtesy of Mr. David Laughlin

President David Laughlin and former Chinese teacher ChingLing Tai stand in front of the Nanjing Foreign Language School.
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Students attend Latin convention
photo | Sam Chechik

Freshmen Brendan Nelson, Kevin Murati, and Matt Dorsey hold up fellow freshman Chris
Schaefer after he, along with freshman James Pollard, won Romecoming.
BY Sam
STAFF

Chechik

S

light and a talent competition.
Although most of the awards
came from test scores, sight
readings, and oral mythology
stories, the most important title for the SLUH students was
the certamen championship.
SLUH swept all three
levels of certamen on Saturday morning, with the Latin I,
Latin II, and Advanced teams
all taking first place.
Seniors Joe Slama and
Peter Volmert, who have been
on the team since their freshman year, have taken first all
four years at MOJCL. They
even took Illinois Junior Classical League championship as
well.

“It was really something
special,” said Volmert. “Ms.
Ice had been encouraging us
to go after that gold ever since
freshman year. She had a lot of
high hopes for us, and she really helped us as a teacher and
a mentor with practicing certamen and Latin in general.”
Slama was impressed
with the energy the freshmen
brought to the program this
year.
“It’s this great feeling of
reassurance to be able to leave,
not only the Latin program,
but the school as a whole,
knowing that it’s in such good
hands of the youngest members,” said Slama.

t. Louis U. High swept
away the competition at
Missouri Junior Classical
League (MOJCL) 2015, taking all three levels of certamen
and many other awards at the
convention, held at Hickman
High School in Columbia,
Mo., from April 17 to April 18.
Fifty-three students (three of them Russian) and two
chaperones, Latin teachers
Jennifer Ice and Tim Kieras,
S.J., attended the convention.
The current MOJCL officers include junior James Leahy and senior Joe Slama from
SLUH, as president and vice
photo | Sam Chechik
president, respectively. This
year, SLUH had three candidates go for office. Freshman Liam Heffernan ran for
Parliamentarian, sophomore
Edward Gartner ran for Vice
President, and sophomore
Sam Chechik ran for Communications
Coordinator.
Running unopposed, Heffernan was the only one elected.
Over
the
weekend,
SLUH took home a total of 86
awards, ranging from competitions like dramatic interpretation to Romecoming, where The Advanced certamen team, composed of junior Chris Walsh
different schools competed in and seniors Peter Volmert, Kevin Thomas, and Joe Slama, celevents like red-light, green- ebrates after a correct answer.
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Volume LXXIX Platform
As the student-run newspaper of St. Louis University
High School, the Prep News
is a weekly publication that
strives to inform the SLUH
community about events and
people, with its focus on those
pertaining to the school, primarily through the written
word.
The Prep News is neither
the voice of the administration nor the students. Rather,
the newspaper serves to gather and distribute information
for the entire school. The Prep
News editors and staff members make every effort to be
objective in their news coverage and editing.
The members of the editorial staff are co-workers and
share equally the duties of
writing, copy-editing, layout,
and staff management. All of
the editors share responsibility and leadership of the paper.
The editors are supported by a
core staff of regular reporters
as well as artists and photographers.
It is the role of the edi-

tors to seek out and facilitate
the reporting of all significant
news at SLUH. While any
faculty member or student is
welcome to submit suggestions to the editors for potential articles, the Prep News is
never obligated to publish any
article idea.
Our primary emphasis
as editors of the Prep News is
upon clear and accurate writing and careful editing. We
also attempt to include visual
expression—photography,
drawing, technical aids, etc.—
in every issue and on our web
site. Despite our desire to
make the paper visually appealing, we commit ourselves
not to allow form to supersede
substance.
The editorial staff will use
social media to communicate
with the paper’s readership
and to update students about
SLUH events and highlight
the paper’s content. The editors will not allow their goal
of speed and accessibility online to weaken their commitment to accuracy and depth.

News Editor
Jack “Faculty Appreciation”
Kiehl
Sports Editors
Marty “Best Sleeper in
Class” Johnson
Kevin “The Cure” Murphy
Core Staff
Nolen “African Immersion”
Doorack
Connor “Reagan Cup”
FitzGerald
Leo “Everyday American”
Heinz
Keith “O. Adam Cruz”
Thomas
Staff
Sam “Nothing” Chechik
Sam “Kanye West Lookalike” Heagney

Charlie “Best Instagram”
Mueth
Tim “Dancing with the
Stars” Nile
Jack “Whitest Sneakers”
Sinay
Joe “Spanish Club” Slama

The Volume 79 Prep
News opinion section serves
the purpose of being the vehicle of the personal opinions
of students, faculty, or others.
All topics discussed in the
section will be related to St.
Louis University High School.
Nothing published either as an editorial or as a
letter to an editor should be
considered the opinion of the
school, the administration, or
anyone other than its author
or authors.
A Prep News editorial is
the opinion of all four editors
on a particular topic.
A commentary or column is an opinion of one
member of the Prep News
staff, not of the Prep News itself.
A perspective or notebook, like a commentary, is
the opinion of one person,

often a Prep News staff member. Unlike a commentary,
such a piece is often intended
primarily to convey a personal
experience rather than to provide a viewpoint on an issue.
Unlike a letter, such pieces
are usually developed at the
request of, and sometimes under the guidance of, the Prep
News editors.
Every member of the
SLUH community is welcomed and encouraged to
submit a letter to the editors.
Every letter received by the
editors will be read and given
consideration. All letters must
be signed, but the author’s
name may be withheld from
publication by request and at
the discretion of the editors.
The Prep News editors
reserve the right to edit any
submissions for publication
in order to meet grammatical

Reporters
Billy “Emma Watson’s biggest Fan” Balossi
Jimmy “Best Late-night Burrito Chef ” Bricker
William “Kewpie” Connolly
John Michael “Perfect Attendance” Fitzgerald
Leo “The Boot” Henken
Chandler “Cupid” Love
Ethan “Strange Donuts”
McIntyre
Nick “Better than Chechik”
Messina
Jack “St. Gerard” Miner
Joseph “Golf Cart” Reznikov
Jake “Most AP Classes Ever”
Swyers

Staff Photographer
Patrick “Most Tree Nuts
Eaten in a Minute” Enderle
Contributing Photographers
Linda “Reading most of the
Harry Potter Books in one
Day” Li
Miles “Fastest Kilometer”
Quigless
Moderator
Mr. Steve “Medal for capturing Bologna” Missey

standards, but they will not
skew the author’s original intent. Also, the editors reserve
the right to withhold from
publication any submission if
it is deemed vulgar, tasteless,
or otherwise inappropriate.
Authors should be available
for the editors to contact
them before publication to
address matters of concern.
All authors wishing to
have letters published must
submit them by 4:00 p.m. the
Wednesday before the letter
is to be published.
Letters should be emailed to prepnews@sluh.
org, and if possible a signed
copy should be given to a
Prep News editor or moderator or mailed to the Prep
News courtesy of St. Louis
University High School,
4970 Oakland, St. Louis, MO
63110.

SLUH MOJCL Designs
Left: A waffle is surrounded by olive
branches, which were worn by Roman
leaders in the past. The waffle symbolizes
all of the fun in the evening of MOJCL.
Below: A Partnenon-like structure,
although from Greek origin, sports the
SLUH logo to promote morale.

Staff Artists
Hap “Eating All the Meats”
Burke
Giuseppe “Hap Burke ‘You
are a student’” Vitellaro
Contributing Artists
Joe “Not as good as Chechik” Fentress
Ian “Sarcasm” Mulvihill

The Prep News strongly
encourages
underclassman
involvement, and our office on
the second floor of the Jesuit
Wing, room J220, is always
open for involvement, criticism, praise, or suggestions.
Contributed student opinions
are also welcome under the
Prep News Editorial Policy.
Without student reaction and
feedback, the Prep News could
not function.
If the Prep News is inaccurate, we will correct any significant error in the following
issue and on our web site as
soon as possible.
Furthermore, the editors assume sole responsibility for the text of news and
sports articles, features, and
editorials. We ask faculty or
students who take issue with
the manner in which the news
was reported or find an error
to bring it to the attention of
the editors, not the individual
reporters.
This is the platform of
the editors of Volume LXXIX
of the Prep News.

Volume LXXIX Editorial Policy

Volume 79, Issue 27 “What Award You Should Have Won”
Editor-in-Chief
Sam “Shut Up!” Fentress
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See the full list of Latin awards on the Prep
News website, along with the article top left.

To celebrate Arbor Day, the
Arbor Day Club will co-host
a tree planting ceremony with
the St. Joseph’s Earth Angels
today after school on the
parking lot. Come and help
celebrate the environment!

artwork | Joe Fentress
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Sisyphus to publish 80-page
magazine next Tuesday
BY Jack
STAFF

April 24, 2015

Sinay

T

he spring edition of Sisyphus, which features
80-pages of poems, art, photography, and short stories,
will be published next Tuesday.
The magazine’s first and
last pages are bookended by
poems about St. Louis, and
more pieces focusing on the
city throughout the issue. The
first poem, by senior Sam Fentress, is about growing up in
the city. The second, by senior
Shayn Jackson, concentrates
on conveying the experience
of St. Louis in rhythmic verse.
“I just really liked them,”
said junior story editor Michael Wiley. “Those two poems turned out to be really
good.”
The magazine also features three poems written by
French teacher Suzanne Renard, including reactions to
recent events like the protests
in Ferguson and the emerging presence of technology in
society.
The cover, a picture taken
by junior Leo Heinz, features
a woody vista with fog enveloping a cliff. In the front of the

cliff, a few of the trees have
been logged.
“It’s very striking, and
it’s got some really interesting
colors,” said Sisyphus co-moderator Frank Kovarik. “It also
has some raw earth tones that
help make it striking.”
“It’s just funny to see how
the nature is destroyed, but
preserved behind (the trees)
with the cliff,” said sophomore
art editor Liam Connolly.
The magazine also has a
fresh collection of contributors, many of whom are new
to Sisyphus.
“I feel like we had a pretty broad range of contributors from a lot of different
students, a number of whom
haven’t published anything
in the magazine before,” said
Kovarik.
Other notable pieces in
the magazine include a short
story by senior Jack Barbey
which focuses on an older
man’s relationship with his
brother, who has been in prison for most of his life. There
is also a picture of an arched
bridge with reflective water
underneath that was taken by
sophomore Dan Mudd.
The edition is Sisyphus’

third consecutive 80-page
magazine, and the second
consecutive spring edition of
that length.
“That was just where our
cut-off was for what we felt
we needed to get in (there),”
said Sisyphus co-moderator
Richard Moran. “It actually
just broke down perfectly. We
got just about everything we
wanted to get in, in.”
Overall, the Sisyphus
moderators and editors are
excited for the upcoming edition, and hope it will resonate
with its readers.
“I’m really a fan of it,”
said junior art editor Nick
Bentz. “I think we kept the
theme of it being our spring
edition; everything is just very
vibrant, very ‘out there.’”
“I was actually a little
pessimistic until we started
to work on it,” said Moran.
“And then I saw what we had
together and I thought ‘Wow,
it turned out well.’”
The edition will be sold
throughout the school on
Tuesday during Activity Period and will cost, as always,
25 cents.

Survey probes school with questions
on recycling and composting
(continued from page 1)

that they “rarely” compost,
with another 25.4 percent
saying that they never do. Less
than 10 percent of responders said they always compost.
Anderson said the learning
curve is still in effect.
“I think (composting) is
something that’s still new and
different—new and different
here at school and new and
different in their lives,” said
Anderson.
The survey included several other more peripheral
questions that asked about
recycling and composting at
home and school. The survey found that while most
students have grown up recycling at home and grade

school, many fewer students
have grown up composting.
But even students who
grew up recycling neglect the
process in high school. The
main reason responders cited
against recycling was that it is
“faster and easier to just throw
it all away together.” Additionally, nearly 30 percent of
students said they wouldn’t
feel inclined to follow explanatory signs posted in the
Commons.
To create an environment more open to recycling
and composting at SLUH,
students and faculty have suggested ways to help further
the education process. Those
ideas include adding a section
on recycling and composting

to freshman orientation and
summer health classes.
“If we can teach the
freshman how to do it, and
reinforce that every year, in
four years’ time we’ll be a lot
better,” said Anderson.
Students also suggested
putting laminated instructions on each table to guide
student trash sorting at lunch.
“If we could get people
in the habit of just sitting at
their table for a second and
just sort stuff: put your trash
in the Ziploc baggy and your
compost in your brown bag,”
said Anderson. “You’ve got
two things to drop off and
you’re done.”

How	
  o%en	
  do	
  you	
  ac-vely	
  recycle	
  at	
  
SLUH?	
  
Always	
  
O)en	
  
Rarely	
  
Never	
  

How	
  o%en	
  do	
  you	
  ac-vely	
  compost	
  
at	
  SLUH?	
  
Always	
  

In 70th year, Follies features old
classics and lots of music
(continued from page 1)

videos in each.
“As Gadfly grows and
SLUHtube grows, more guys
are doing videos,” said Corley.
Senior Zach Morley also
tried a different approach
to writing: a radio show on
stage. Seniors Luke Horner,
Jack Kiehl, Matt Jelinek, Mick
Callahan, and Matt Moyer
will all voice characters in a
mystery drama.
“One of the different
skits we’re trying to do, if we
can pull it off, is we’re going
to do an old-time radio show
where people are standing at
the microphones reading a
drama, a detective story, on
stage. We’ve never done anything like that before,” said
Corley.
One skit will also serve
as a farewell to faculty leaving
SLUH next year.
“There’s a skit at the end
which is gonna kinda pay
tribute to Doc Koestner, Mr.
Mueller, Mr. Schulte and Mr.
Wehner,” said Corley. “I’m
excited about it. It’s not a big
long skit but it’s gonna pay
tribute to those guys.”
Though this year’s show
contains a variety of pieces,

they all share one thing in
common: hours of editing
and rehearsal. In the past
week, leading up to the show,
seniors have rehearsed from
as soon as immediately after
school to as late as 11.
Though seniors exclusively write the show’s content, many faculty members
contribute to the final product
that will be featured on stage.
Long time theater teacher Joe
Schulte, dance teacher Simonie Anzalone, and acting
teacher Kevin McKernan all
donated time to help seniors
with skits, dances, and songs.
English teacher John Kavanaugh and theater technical
director Tim Moore have also
lent their theater tech expertise.
“I think the whole thing
has gotten easier to do technically because Kavanaugh and
Moore have such expertise
in lighting, set, props, and
sound, and they’re so generous with their energy. In the
past we’d be lucky to have
some folding chairs out on
stage. This year we’ve got a full
prop table, better sets, better
sound effects. Everything has
jumped up a level because Kavanaugh and Moore are doing

so much with the show,” said
Corley.
The theater tech isn’t the
only way new technology is
changing Senior Follies. Since
2010, when Corley began directing the show, the entire
writing and editing process
has transferred from paper
to the Google Drive. Writers turned their work into a
shared Google Drive folder
and edited articles the same
way.
“In the six years we’ve
gone from guys hand-writing
and typing their scripts on paper to guys doing it on Google
Drive. The edits, sign ups, ad
casting is all done online.
Guys bring their scripts on
their phone now,” said Corley.
Tickets are $7 in advance
and $10 at the door. The show
will run Saturday and Sunday
and will start at 7:00 in the
Schulte Theatre. Corley expressed concern that people
will have to be turned away
from the Sunday show.
“We will be full Sunday
so we’d really like to see people on Saturday. We’ve had
to turn people away on Sunday in the past so to get them
there Saturday would be nice,”
said Corley.
photo | Patrick Enderle
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Summer reading book chosen

(continued from page 1)

chael Hayes, Ethan McIntyre,
Nick Messina, and Sean Kelso
added a facet of the discussion
that had not been present in
previous years.
“I don’t know another
process that had brought in
student perspective as much
as our process did, so we were
pleased,” said Russo. “It was
kind of neat to be involved
in a pseudo-book club with
the students. If the students

don’t like (the summer reading book), that might be a bit
of a letdown.”
Over the six months of
sporadic meetings, the group
talked about additional parts
of the summer reading book
project, including the allschool involvement. After analyzing previous years’ books,
the idea of a reading quiz was
brought up, but a decision has
yet to be reached regarding an
all-school activity.

Other ideas were also
discussed—including having
Andy Weir talk to the SLUH
student body. However, the
group is still working on the
finer details of the project as a
whole.
“It was fun, and I think
we all had our favorites,”
said Russo. “We were excited
to read so many wonderful
books.”

COME TO

SENIOR FOLLIES
SATURDAY + SUNDAY
7PM IN THE THEATRE

SKITS AND SONGS BY SLUH SENIORS
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National championships and singing songs: it’s Doc
photos | courtesy of Dauphin Yearbook

Above: Dr. Joe Koestner coaches a racquetball player during a match.
Below: Koestner’s 1985 yearbook photo.

BY Charlie
STAFF

H

Mueth

e’s toured and performed
in Germany, Austria, Italy,
Greenland, Iceland, Newfoundland,
Labrador, Costa Rica, El Salvador,
Puerto Rico, Cuba, Antigua, Eleuthera, Panama, Yugoslavia, and Israel. He owns several houses, including a 26-room mansion. No, he’s not
Paul McCartney. He’s St. Louis U.
High’s very own Dr. Joe Koestner,
who will be switching to part-time
work next year.
Originally from Kalamazoo,
Michigan, Koestner knew he wanted to teach music from a very young
age.
“I was always a teacher,” said
Koestner. “I was teaching swimming
when I was in high school and college. And then I went in the Peace
Corps and did some teaching. I was
pretty sure I wanted to do some
teaching, but mainly I wanted to do
conducting. My first love was conducting orchestras.”
He graduated from Western
Michigan University in 1966 with
a Bachelor’s degree in Music Education. Koestner, who planned to
conduct orchestra as his profession,
continued on to earn a Master’s degree in String Bass from Western
Michigan.
Koestner, who was pursuing
a career in orchestra conducting,
realized he would have to be an exceptional piano player to become an
orchestra conductor, so he decided
to switch to becoming a choral conductor. Koestner studied in a Doctorate program in Conducting from
a well-known choral director Julius
Herford, famous for his focus on
score study.
During his time in the Doctorate program, Koestner spent three
years working for the Peace Corps
in El Salvador, where he founded
the nation’s National Choir. In 1973,
he came back to Indiana to finish his
Doctorate. In 1976, he received his
Doctorate in Conducting from Indiana University.
In 1976, he began his first job

at Indiana University as an Administrative Assistant. In 1977, St. Louis
University offered him a job as Director of Choral Activities. After
working at SLU for 4 years, Koestner
became the Director of Liturgical
Music at Kenrick Seminary in 1982.
Finally, in 1984, Koestner accepted
his current position at SLUH.
“I was teaching at Kenrick
Seminary, and one of my former
students at St. Louis University,
Mike Ramscott, called me up and
said, ‘There is an opening at St. Louis U. High. It’s really a great place to
teach. You really should check it out.’
I thought, ‘I don’t know if I want
to teach high school after having
taught college,’ but I thought, ‘Well,
I’ll check it out.’ I could fit it into my
schedule because it was part-time. I
got started and loved the kids and
just stuck it out.”

Racquetball

Koestner’s storied racquetball
career began while studying at Indiana. At the time, he was in a band,
and another member of the band
encouraged Koestner to start playing paddleball and eventually handball.
“After playing handball I came
to my string bass lesson to play and
my bass teacher said, ‘What happened to your hand?’ And I said, ‘It’s
just swollen up from playing handball.’ And he said, ‘You are an idiot.
Are you going to plan to be a professional musician or a professional
handball player?’ And I said, ‘A professional musician.’ He said, ‘Well
then stop playing handball because
you’re going to screw up your hands
for life doing that.’ So, I switched to
racquetball.”
Koestner took over SLUH’s racquetball program in 1986 from Fr.
Leo Dressel, S.J. and Fr. Jim Goeke,
S.J., who had established the program in 1977.
“My second year teaching at
SLUH, there was an announcement
on the P.A. that said, ‘The racquetball team is looking for a moderator,’” said Koestner. “I thought,
‘Well, I know how to play racquetball,’ and it would be a good way to
get to know more kids.”
Since Koestner had no coaching experience before becoming
head coach of the racquetball team,
Koestner hired professionals to give
clinics at practices, where he noted
their methods.
“Eventually, I took some seminars with some top-ranked national players, and that’s where I
learned about percentage racquet-

ball. Once I adopted that strategy,
I never looked back,” said Koestner
of his famous approach to teaching
and coaching racquetball, where he
encourages his players to hit highpercentage shots and force the opponent to make mistakes.
“I feel like he’s more of a fundamentals and drill-oriented coach,”
said senior racquetball player Kevin
Schneier. “We get the tedious, little
stuff down that makes our game so
much cleaner and stronger, and he’s
all about a smart game plan. He’s really a great in-game coach too. If he’s
watching your game, and you take a
timeout, he’s always got something
good to say to you.”
Under Koestner, SLUH won
its first State Championship in 1995
and its first National Championship in 1998. After the team’s State
and National Championships this
year, the program has won 16 State
Championships and nine National
Championships—all with Koestner
as head coach.
“For some reason, SLUH racquetball has always been successful, and I attribute that to Doc and
his dedication to the program,”
said Schneier. “I think most other
schools take it as a hobby, but he’s
worked to make it a full commitment for the players. He knows
how to teach new players the game,
which is what you need to do in racquetball because not many people
have ever played it. He knows how
his players play, and he knows how
to use a game plan to their strengths.
I like how dedicated he is to the program and to the kids—so that they
can get the most out of it.”
In 2014 and 2015, SLUH’s racquetball program was recognized by
the Missouri Sports Hall of Fame.
“(The highlight of my coaching career) has to be the first year
we won Nationals in 1998,” said
Koestner. “As luck would have it,
they had scheduled Nationals in
the same weekend as the musical,
and I was conducting the musical.
So on the final night of the musical,
they were playing the final matches.
During the halftime intermission
of the play, I came into my room,
and they called me and said we won
Nationals. It was so exciting. It was
a bummer that I couldn’t be there
with them, but it was so exciting to
come in at the intermission of the
play, and find out that we had finally
done it.”
While Koestner switches to
part-time teaching next year, he
plans to spend just as much time
coaching racquetball as he has in
the last few years. Even long after he
retires from coaching racquetball,
Koestner will be remembered by
SLUH and the St. Louis racquetball
community for leading SLUH to its

dominance.
“He’s left such an impact on all
of those players that played racquetball at SLUH, that I could see any of
his current assistant coaches being
so eager to take over the head coaching position because they know
what you can do because they have
seen it from Doc,” said Schneier.

Chorus

Koestner has been conducting
choruses ever since being hired by
SLUH in 1984, despite only teaching
part-time until 1996.
When Koestner started as choral director in 1984, there were only
nine students involved.
“I had to start building it up,”
said Koestner. “We started going
on tour every two years, and have
through this year.”
Since starting at SLUH, participation in chorus has risen significantly. This year, Koestner teaches
four choruses and a total of 155 students Koestner has also conducted
the chorus for Dauphin productions
and Jazz Band for most of his years
at SLUH.
“He’s really made SLUH a
standout place for the arts, and, in
particular, chorus,” said senior and
varsity chorus member Jack Barbey.
“He’s opened the gateway for a lot of
us seniors to get to travel to different
places across the United States and
perform for people who we don’t
really get a chance to perform for
anyway.”
“He’s done wonderful things
with (the choral program),” said vocal teacher Gerry Quinn. “He’s had
the kids do some really demanding works and the concerts have
improved every year. The kids have
done some really challenging choral
works—some college type stuff. He’s
just done some really good stuff. It’s
not just easy stuff for the kids to get
by. He challenges them.”
“When I came to SLUH, I had
never been in chorus,” said Barbey.
“Now, I find myself wanting to do
exactly what Doc does. I attribute
that to the program that Doc created and to him as an individual being
passionate about making music and
giving music to us, the students.”
“Doc takes a very hands-on approach and makes it a lot about the
technicalities of music,” said Barbey.
“Things like rhythm and keeping in
tune. Things to a depth that a lot of
other high school kids don’t get to
go to because we’ve got a good program and because Doc is so invested
in it.”
The administration has already
begun the process of looking for replacements for Koestner in his full
time role.
“I think that, whatever hap-

continued on page 12
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Music teacher Joe Koestner smiles in 2007.
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Graduation Ceremony.

Editor’s Note:
The student body gathered in the Si Commons yesterday to recognize the accomplishments of members of the
class of 2015. Below are some
of the individual awards given
out at the awards ceremony.

Studio Art Award:
This award is given to a
senior for his commitment
to making art and his abiding
service to the art department
at SLUH. Jackson Mayfield
and Daniel Mudd won this
year’s Studio Art Awards.

Mac Boland Award:
The Mac Boland Award
was established by members
of the class of 1958 to honor
and celebrate the life of their
outstanding classmate, William McCreary Boland. The
recipient of this annual award,
chosen by the faculty, is to be
the senior who best reflects
Mac Boland’s personal qualities which his classmates
summarized as follows: “The
otherwise unheralded senior,
who through his dedication
and determination has most
influenced his fellow students
toward more united participation in the spirit which is
St. Louis University High
School.” Each year the winner’s name is added to the
plaque, which hangs in the
center corridor of the school.
This year’s Mac Boland Award
was given to Brian Smith. He
will speak at the Graduation
Ceremony.

Fienup Award:
In memory of W. F. J. Fienup, this award is given annually by the mathematics department to the outstanding
student in mathematics in the
graduating class. Ben James
won this year’s Fienup Award.

Ed Hawk Memorial Award:
The Ed Hawk award was
established by members of
the class of 1971 in memory
of their classmate, whose life
was taken after his junior
year at SLUH. The fact that
he was elected as an officer
of the student council for his
senior year is an indication
of his standing among his
classmates. Through their efforts, an annual award was
established to recognize the
senior who: “through his love
and dedication to St. Louis
University High School, and
through his example of working and giving, was most able
to influence his class toward
success by cooperation and
unity.” The winner of the 2015
Ed Hawk Memorial Award,
chosen by members of the
Senior class, is Thomas Lally.
He will also be speaking at the

Raterman Award:
This award is given annually in honor of James
Raterman, a great teacher
and beloved colleague, to an
exemplary senior who reads
attentively, speaks from the
heart, writes with conviction,
and devotes himself to learning. Parker Pence and Shayn
Jackson won this year’s Raterman Award.
The F. Joseph Schulte Dramatics Award:
This award is awarded
annually to a senior for his
outstanding work in the
dramatic arts. Thomas Hogan won this year’s F. Joseph
Schulte Dramatics Award.
McConaghy Award:
Dr. Mary Lee McConaghy has taught Latin and
Greek at SLUH since 1979.
Every day in her time here,
she has displayed the invaluable qualities of integrity, dedication, and enthusiasm. To
honor her, this award is given
to a senior who exemplifies
these qualities at St. Louis
University High. Joseph Slama was given this year’s McConaghy Award.
William George Prize for
Poetry:
This award is named for
English teacher Bill George,
original moderator of and
long-time contributor to Sisyphus, whose poems moved
the SLUH community with
their wit, their honesty, and

Junior Book Awards
Avila University Service Leadership is awarded
to juniors from Catholic High
Schools who are making significant contributions to their
communities through service
and leadership. Three juniors
are receiving the award this
year. They are: Patrick Broughton, Michael L’Ecuyer, and Sergio Goodwin.
American Legion Missouri Boys’ State Award—This
junior has been accepted to participate in the 2015 American
Legion Boys State of Missouri.
Students chosen for this program demonstrate outstanding
qualities of leadership, character, and scholarship, loyalty
and service to their schools and
communities. This year’s recipient is Jacob Schneider.
The Cornell University
Book Award is presented to a
student based specifically on
achievement in academics,
character and commitment to
diversity. This award goes to:

Brendan Underwood.
The Dartmouth Book
Award is presented to a junior
who has demonstrated excellence in scholarship and character. This award goes to Chris
Kreienkamp.
The Harvard Book Award:
established by the Harvard
alumni in 1910, the book prize
is awarded to an outstanding
junior who displays excellence
in scholarship and high character, combined with achievement in other fields. This year’s
Harvard Book Award winner is:
Joseph Schultz.
The Princeton Book
Award: The Princeton Club of
St. Louis sponsors this book
award to recognize a member of the junior class who has
shown a strong personal commitment to community service
while maintaining excellence in
academics. The Princeton Book
Award is presented to: Jack
O’Malley.
The Rockhurst University

photo | Nolen Doorack

Hinck-Hereford Award:
The
Hinck-Hereford
Award is named for two
alumni who gave their lives
in the service of their country during World War II. The
Hinck-Hereford Award is
conferred on the senior who
has excelled in leadership,
scholarship and athletics and
who, in the opinion of the senior class, is judged most deserving of this award. Kevin
Schneier is the recipient of
the 2015 Hinck-Hereford
Award.
Schneier was named All
State and All American in racquetball and helped lead the
racquetball team to its fifth
consecutive National title. His
classmates selected him for
Senior award winners pose in celebration after their ceremony yesterday.
the Hinck-Hereford Award.
their generous good will—
Krings Awards winner is An“I feel really loved right
and is given annually to rec- Principal’s
Leadership drew Hof.
now,” said Schneier.
ognize excellence in student Awards:
Hof has tutored weekly
poetry. Shayn Jackson was
These awards are given since sophomore year and has JSEA Award:
awarded this year’s William annually to seniors who, in helped children with special
The Jesuit Secondary
George Poetry Prize for his the opinion of the administra- needs ice skate. He was sur- Education Association Award
poem “Heart of My City.”
tion, have demonstrated the prised and happy to win the is given for the 26th year to a
ability to combine academic Jack Krings, Jr. Award.
student in each of the 59 JesuLonigro Award:
excellence and exemplary
it high schools in the United
Dr. Andrew Lonigro, ’54, leadership in school and com- Dunn-Martel Award:
States. The JSEA Award is
was a physician, scientist and munity activities. Eric Berg,
The Dunn-Martel Award presented to the member/or
professor at St. Louis Univer- Sam Fentress, Shayn Jackson, was established in 1988 to members of the graduating
sity Medical School for nearly Nick Perryman, and Jack Sul- honor Coaches Ebbie Dunn class who best resembles this
40 years. To honor his mem- livan won this year’s Princi- and Paul Martel’s long and ideal: “A well-rounded person
ory, this award was created pal’s Leadership Awards.
successful tenure as soccer who is intellectually compeby his family and classmates
and football coaches at St. tent, open to growth, relito be presented to the gradu- Archbishop May Service Louis University High School. gious, loving and committed
ating senior who has most Award:
“The school will present this to doing justice in generous
distinguished himself in the
The Archbishop May award annually to the senior service to the people of God.”
study of science at St. Louis Service Award is given to a who maintains the high level Fr. Jim Burshek, S.J., Superior
University High. This year’s senior in each of the Catho- of scholarship as well as the of the Jesuit Community, preLonigro Award winner is Eric lic high schools in the arch- discipline and commitment sented this year’s JSEA Award
Berg.
diocese who, in the opinion of of athletic participation that to Joseph Slama. He will repthe pastoral department and earn for him selection as resent the class of 2015 as a
The Martin Luther King, Jr. the administration, is an out- “Scholar-Athlete of St. Louis student speaker at the GraduModel of Justice Award:
standing example of render- University High School.” This ation Dinner.
This award recognizes a ing Christian service within year’s Dunn-Martel Award
Slama was surprised and
senior who has demonstrated his community and school. was given to Thomas Hogan. excited to be given the JSEA
through his attitude and his This year’s Archbishop May Hogan earned All-State Hon- Award.
work, a commitment to serv- Service Award is Nick Blaes.
“It’s basically the Grad
ors for cross-country.
ing humanity in the broader
“It is seriously a great at Grad Award,” said Slama.
community. This student has Jack Krings, Jr. Award:
honor to be named the schol- “A lot of my classmates emmade justice a central part
The Jack Krings, Jr. ar-athlete of SLUH,” said body the Grad at Grads, and
of his life and has committed Award for Outstanding Ser- Hogan. “I feel like I’m repre- it was humbling to be picked
himself “to the noble strug- vice to Others recognizes a sentative of the cross country from them all. I was grateful
gle for equal rights.” Brian senior who has distinguished team and SLUH athletes in because Ignatian spirituality
Smith won this year’s Mar- himself in ministry to the general. It’s a great honor to has so impacted my life and
tin Luther King, Jr. Model of poor and underprivileged receive this award, and I’m has brought me so much joy.
Justice Award. Smith visited in the spirit of justice and very pleased to have been part I am glad that I have spread
the Cathedral Basilica in late faith through his activities of the athletic community that joy.”
October for a ceremony that in St. Louis University High here.”
included a Mass presided by School’s community ser—Descpritions compiled by
Archbishop Carlson.
vice program. The 2015 Jack
Mrs. Rita Mulligan.

Book Award: Rockhurst would
like to recognize a student
whose strong commitment to
religious values and social justice stems from the Jesuit ideal
of “faith that does justice.” In
pursuit of that mission, this student strives to live as “a man for
and with others.” He seeks to
achieve great things—not only
for himself, but also for their
communities and society as a
whole. This award is presented
to: Ethan McIntyre.
The Saint Anselm College Book Award is given to a
junior who exercises the capacity for academic achievement
and continued education, has
an awareness of social responsibility, displays leadership
qualities, and posses a strong
character. This award goes to:
Leo Heinz.
The St. Michael’s College
Book Award is presented to a
student based specifically on
achievement in academics and
social conscience evidenced

through commitment to community service, issues of peace
and justice, and concern for
others. This award goes to: Nolen Doorack.
The St. Lawrence University Book Award is presented
to a student who has displayed
a significant commitment to
community service. This award
goes to: Mario Thomallari.
The Washington College Academic Achievement
Award recognizes a current
high school junior who, in the
opinion of the faculty and staff
of his school, has achieved success in a rigorous course load
during his junior year, while
being an active member of the
school’s community. This award
goes to Matthew Jansen.
The Washington College
Leadership and Community
Service Award recognizes a
current high school junior who,
in the opinion of the faculty
and staff of his school, has done
exceptional work in commu-

nity service, shown outstanding leadership, and achieved
success in his course work. This
award goes to Charles Mueth.
The Yale Book Award is a
way for local Yale clubs to rec-

ognize high school students at
the end of their junior year who
have “outstanding personal
character as intellectual promise.” This is given to Sam Perry.

Fr. Hagan Award

Principal John Moran, freshman Teddy Gerard, sophomore
Blake Johnson, and President David Laughlin pose after Tuesday’s award ceremony.
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Cystic fibrosis can’t keep
Stolz from lacrosse
BY Connor
CORE STAFF

FitzGerald

T

hough cystic fibrosis often prohibits those who
tore it from playing sports, it
hasn’t kept junior David Stolz
from playing varsity lacrosse.
Born with the genetic
disorder, Stolz suffers from
mucus buildup in his lungs
and rare coughing attacks. In
order to play sports, especially
those with a huge amount of
running like lacrosse, Stolz
must take nearly 30 pills each
morning, accompanied by a
30-minute therapy session
each day. Stolz also uses a vest
that shakes his lungs to prevent mucus buildup.
Because the condition
has not been serious since he
was little, Stolz has never had
to face the question of whether or not he could play sports.
The most challenging
aspect of playing sports for
Stolz is not the battle with his
symptoms, but time management of sports, homework,
and therapy.
“I’ve been fine,” said Stolz
of his condition. “I haven’t
coughed or had any disabili-

ties because of cystic fibrosis,
but it’s definitely taking up
time.”
Stolz attributes part of
his ability to keep up and even
lead the conditioning pack
during lacrosse practices to
two things: his parents’ running habits and his healthy
eating.
Lacrosse plays a big role
in the Stolz family: David began playing lacrosse in fifth
grade and his brother, senior
Don, plays at SLUH and has
committed to Assumption
College to play lacrosse. This
season is David’s first on varsity.
“I want us to win State
one of these next two years in
lacrosse, and I would maybe
like to play Division II at
Bentley University,” said Stolz
of his lacrosse goals.
One of the charities for
last year’s Father Marco Cup
game was the Cystic Fibrosis
Foundation-Gateway Chapter, a charity that helps people
in the St. Louis Area who suffer from the disorder. A De
Smet senior attackman last
year, Matt Weber, also has the
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Renard, French Club welcome
griot drummer from Ivory Coast
photo | Miles Quigless

disorder, which doubled the
charity’s meaning to both the
SLUH and De Smet lacrosse
communities.
“I was really happy with
the organization’s decision to
choose (the Cystic Fibrosis
Foundation) because it directly helps me and my family and
the Weber family,” said Stolz.
“It also spreads awareness because I’m not really sure how
many of my classmates know
I have cystic fibrosis; (I think)
that they would help the organization knowing one of their
classmates has it as well.”
Stolz also ran cross country his freshman and sophomore years, which he claimed
was more challenging. This
year, Stolz is dedicating the
majority of his time to laGriot drummer Roland N’Guessan demonstrates how to play a djembe to SLUH students
crosse.
“I actually think sports BY Jimmy Bricker and Wilhelp my cystic fibrosis,” said liam Good Balossi
Coast. The djembe is an Afri- under the talking tree’,” said
Stolz. “My doctor says that REPORTERS
can tribal drum that he uses Renard. While under the talkI’m so healthy because I am so
to express cultural histories ing tree, N’Guessan’s commuactive. The running helps my
tudents in Mr. Cummings’ and day to day life through nity would celebrate, rejoice
respiratory system.”
fourth period film class rhythms.
in each other’s presence, and
In addition to being a resolve conflict. Non-conflict
last Friday may have been
surprised to hear a thump- tribal drummer, N’Guessan is traditional while under the
ing not commonly associ- plays the role of griot for a talking tree, and those presated with The Godfather. The tribe on the Ivory Coast. A ent would often not leave until
drumming was coming from griot is an oral storyteller, re- they resolved their issues.
Through the drum circle
215C, where French teacher calling tales of African love.
Influenced by the French workshop, where several stuSuzanne Renard had invited
Master Roland N’Guessan to settlements, the Ivory Coast dents and N’Guessan each
share his stories and perform adopted this role into their played different instruments
alongside SLUH students in a community, known in France in rhythm, the students were
as a troubadour. This role is able to relate to at least a small
drum circle workshop.
pain and awkwardness of reWhat was originally in- performed in the commu- part of the Ivorian culture.
“I loved hearing his stojection when you are growing tended to be a field trip turned nity to pass down oral tradiup.”
into a three-period in-house tions through storytelling and ries, he was a great guy” said
senior Shayn Jackson, who atDelia’s song “Little Bit trip with a total of 200 student rhythmic drum beats.
N’Guessan offered a tended the drum workshop.
of Your Time” offered him a attendees.
“The rhythms emerge
form of coping and healing.
“Kids are missing classes drumming tutorial and shared
He hopes that his music de- right and left so I made it an with the SLUH community from day to day life. It’s not
scribes an experience that his in-house field trip,” said Re- how his community func- like dubstep,” said Renard,
tions.
who obviously isn’t a fan of
listeners can identify with and nard.
“He taught kids how to be sick beatz.
allow them to heal as well.
N’Guessan is a Master
“At the end of the day, Djembe artist from the Ivory part of this ‘calling the village
music is more than expression, it’s reaching out and
connecting with someone
that’s going through the same
experience that I did. That’s BY William Connolly
more important than money,” REPORTER
cated with some other teach- distinguished seniors particiDelia said.
ers like the English teachers pating in this and we’re activeDelia mentioned the imophomore exchange stu- and Chinese teacher, we got ly communicating with them
portant role that SLUH and
dent Lancer Li is con- about 30 more students in- and getting them to promote
music teacher Jeff Pottinger, ducting a project that invites volved.”
the program to recruit more
his sponsor for the contest, SLUH students to record
Li says that while many participants and make it betplay in his success.
themselves reading novels people go through the mo- ter and bigger,” said Li.
“Everyone at SLUH has aloud. The recordings— tions of service, he wants to
been super-supportive of ev- which will include readings create something personally
erything I do and I would like of The Great Gatsby, Pride engaging. The recipients of
to thank them for that,” he and Prejudice, and Animal the recordings will be blind
said.
Farm—will be collected and students and children who
photo | Leo Heinz
put onto CD’s with record- live in mountainous areas,
ings of students reading the a demographic that Li says
same books in Mandarin.
receives very little education
“Our school in China and has limited access to
lets school kids build their technology.
own volunteer project, so
“I went to mountain
I created my own project, areas in China and schools
which is for blind kids and for the disabled and charity
others who can’t access com- houses for them, and I wasn’t
puters.” Li said.
anticipating their living
Li has been the main standards.” said Li. “Their
force behind the formation routine was always the same.
of the project, but he says They spend a lot of time takthat he is relying on the gen- ing care of cattle or livestock,
erosity and good will of the and their children don’t have
SLUH community to get the good education.”
project moving.
While Li is enthusiastic
“The first day after Dr. about the success and scale
Kesterson sent the email of the project, he feels that it
out to the school, only three will be more successful with
students contacted me by more participating students.
email,” Li said. “I figured that
“I really strongly enthey just weren’t interested courage everyone to particiin this, but after I communi- pate. We have some pretty

S

Junior Anthony Delia wins first
place at Mizzou music competition
BY Ethan
REPORTER

S

McIntyre

t. Louis U. High junior
Anthony Delia took first
prize in the High School Pop
Division in the annual Creating Original Music Project
(COMP) at the University of
Missouri-Columbia School
of Music. Delia traveled to
Columbia last weekend for
an awards ceremony and to
participate in a concert with
other top finishers.
Delia and the other award
winners received cash prizes—Delia takes home $1000
for himself and an additional
$1000 check for SLUH—and
the chance to perform their
winning pieces in front of a
crowd in Mizzou’s amphitheater.
“We got to play on a nice,
big stage. It’s definitely not
something that you get to do
every day. Playing up there
was like a dream come true

for me,” said Delia.
The crowd was composed
of award winners, parents,
and benefactors of the competition and featured two music
professors from Mizzou who
gave feedback on both the
winning songs and any other
pieces the winners were brave
enough to share.
“It’s really amazing to see
other people out there that
share the same passion for
music that I do,” said Delia.
Delia’s winning song,
“Little Bit of Your Time,” featured themes all too familiar
with high school boys—the
pains of love and rejection.
The song is about a boy who
longs for his crush to just give
him a “little of her time.”
“It’s fun to write love
songs, but I’m only 17 and I
don’t know a whole lot about
love, which makes it hard to
talk about,” Delia said. “This
song talks more about the

7

Li leads novel-dictation group

S

Delia singing “Sunday Morning” during Mission Week’s Jazz Poetry night.
artwork | Joe Fentress
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Volleyball reflects on
successful first half,
looks to continue
BY Leo Henken and Jake
Swyers
REPORTERS

W

ith the mid-season approaching, the St. Louis U. High varsity volleyball
team looks back at its 14-2
record and sees both positives
and areas for improvement.
De Smet handed the Jr.
Bills their first loss of the season on April 14, with a match
score of 2-0 (23-25, 23-25).
The team rolled through
its next few games in preparation for the Parkway Central
Tourney on April 17 and 18.
With most of the varsity
team absent for the first game
of bracket play on Saturday,
the team lost to Eureka. After
the missing players returned
from the ACT test, SLUH
won their next two games
easily, against DuBourg and
Marquette.
With the season progressing at a rapid pace,
SLUH has an opportunity to
reflect on their progress.
“Consistency and positive energy,” head coach Jeff

Cheak said. “We have improved in both categories.”
The coaching staff and
the players recognize the
team’s immense talent. The
team is on the cusp of breaking through as a dominant
force in the state. However,
other MCC teams such as De
Smet and Vianney pose a serious threat to the SLUH team.
Going forward, the Jr.
Bills strive to continue their
winning ways.
“Losses make us work
harder in the gym, and mistakes are a great chance for us
to focus on how to improve,”
said Cheak.
Juniors Shawn Hughes,
George Huhmann, David
Corley, and Paul Henken
have carried the team’s offense, with senior setter Ryan
Abeln aiding in their success.
Hughes averages 9.7 kills a
match, Huhmann 7.4, Corley
5.6, and Henken 5.4.
In addition to these four
core players, another key
player has been senior middle blocker Brenden Komp.

Senior Daniel Venker yesterday at Forest Park in the match against De Smet.

Golf heating up before MICDS, districts
BY Joseph
REPORTER

T

F

or the St. Louis U. High
rugby team, the final
weeks in the regular season
are approaching. Division
matchups will decide the
seeding at the state tournament, hosted in St. Louis
this year. The Jr. Bills got that
much closer to the top seed
after defeating Francis Howell
last week 36-3.
Nothing for the Jr. Bills
has been easy this season,
with injuries sidelining impactful players such as senior
flanker Jason Plyler. The Jr.
Bills, however, took on a big
Francis Howell team without
Plyler, and showed dominance in a 36-3 win.
Almost immediately, the
Jr. Bills drew a penalty deep
in Howell’s zone, and with a
swift tap of the ball, captain
Drew Mudd slithered through
the defense for an early 7-0
lead. For the Jr. Bills, scoring
first has been a priority.
The offensive onslaught
continued for the Jr. Bills
when sophomore scrum half
Luke Sextro dove for an acrobatic try near SLUH’s sideline.
After a narrowly-missed conversion from Mudd, the Bills
led 12-0.
Later,
senior
Elliot
Boerding kicked the ball

as they would have liked, we
were still able to pick up third
place, which I’m very happy
about,” said Gilbert.
The team finished fifth
out of 25 teams in the Webster
Cup on April 20. Senior Alex
Ciaramitaro placed 11th individually out of a field of 115,
shooting a 79.
“The conditions were really tough—30 mile-per-hour
winds. But Alex was still able
to prevail, which was awesome,” said Gilbert.
The Jr. Bills followed the
Webster Cup by beating De
Smet by four strokes on April
21. The Jr. Bills were led by
freshmn Jack Wachter, sophomore Max Twardowski, and
junior Scotty Berger, who all
posted 2-over-par 37s.
“It’s really fun to see the

he Saint Louis U. High
varsity golf squad is getting hot. With a record of 4-2,
four matches left, and two
weeks until the district tournament, the team is confident
continued on page 9 and ready to compete at a
high level.
The Jr. Bills placed third
out of 20 teams in the Bulldog Battle, held at Winghaven Country Club on April
16. The lone Jr. Bill medalist
was senior Dan Venker, who
placed second with a one-under-par 71.
Head coach Scott Gilbert
was very pleased by the team’s
effort.
“Even though two of the
down from SLUH’s zone to four guys didn’t play as well
go on the offensive against
a struggling Francis Howell
team. Mudd and Boerding
chased down the ball, and
Mudd finished his second try
of the game.
Boerding has proved
to be an offensive stalwart at BY John Michael Fitzgerald
fullback. After playing soc- REPORTER
cer for the Jr. Bills, Boerding
has been used by the coachfter a long four-year wait, the
ing staff as a valuable asset for
Father Marco Cup has returned
kicking the ball out of SLUH’s to Oakland Avenue, where it rightdefensive zone, and in some fully belongs. The St. Louis U. High
cases, putting SLUH on the lacrosse team persevered last Saturattack.
day against Jesuit rival De Smet, win“Having a soccer back- ning 7-6. After suffering a 12-2 loss
ground has helped immensely in last years’ Cup, this year’s win was
in picking up the game of much needed.
rugby,” said Boerding. “With
“I was very confident we could
the speed and size of our back beat this team. It felt like a lot of
line guys like Mudd, (Jack) people were counting us out for this
Schroeder, and Aidan (Jacob- game, so I made sure there was a
son), I’m not surprised we positive vibe flowing throughout the
spend very little time in our team,” said senior defenseman Huntown half.”
er Schmidt.
SLUH’s
dominance
With a poised offense, an uncontinued for the rest of the breakable defense, and a brick wall
game. After a powerful try in net, the Bills’ performance was
from senior Max Kavy, the Jr. outstanding.
Bills led 24-0.
“It was one of the biggest games
Although SLUH seemed all year,” said junior midfielder Patto be running out of energy rick Flood. “We worked extremely
on the warm April day, tries hard in practice the week before in
kept coming. Mudd collected order to bring the intensity needed
his third try of the game off to defeat De Smet.”
of a poorly passed ball from
Francis Howell, and junior

Ruggerbills seek
No. 1 seed in
upcoming State
tourney
BY Keith Thomas
CORE STAFF

Reznikov

freshmen playing well. It definitely makes the future look
promising for us,” said sophomore Michael Rackers.
Led by Ciaramitaro’s
3-under-par 32, The Jr. Bills
continued their momentum
the next day by beating CBC
by eight strokes at Norwood
Hills Country Club.
Gilbert values what the
seniors (Venker, Ciaramitaro,
and O’Toole) have brought to
the program this year.
“Dan, Alex, and Tommy
have done some great things,”
said Gilbert. “They care about
the team and that team feel is
certainly there, which is awesome to see.”
“It’s so cool having (the
seniors) around,” agreed
Rackers. “You just learn so
much from just being around

them and you can ask them
pretty much anything.”
The Jr. Bills close out
their season with four matches and then the district, sectional, and state tournaments.
Rackers feels that the
biggest challenge for SLUH in
districts and sectionals will be
Chaminade.
“We beat Chaminade last
time we played them, which
was great for us and hopefully
we can keep that going in districts and sectionals,” said
Rackers.
SLUH’s next match is
next Wednesday, April 29 at
Forest Park at 3:30 against
MICDS. SLUH has not faced
the Rams yet this year but
they are looking to ride their
recent momentum to another
confidence-building victory.

Lacrosse returns Fr. Marco Cup to SLUH
trophy case with 7-6 win over rival De Smet

A

continued on page 9

The team worked diligently to
get its offense to stay collected while
under pressure, which has been a
problem in previous games.
“We had problems against
MICDS while facing pressure, and
we knew De Smet’s defense was
going to bring a lot of pressure as
well, so we had our defense put a
ton of pressure on our offense during scrimmage,” said junior goalie
Jack Perryman. “The intensity that
comes with that was really necessary
to mentally prepare, and to come out
strong.”
SLUH began to pick up momentum with a buzzer-beater goal at
the end of the first quarter by senior
attackman Jack Potter.
“Potter’s goal right at the end of
the first quarter got the whole team
fired up and gave us the energy we
needed,” said junior attackman Patrick Durnien.
The rush didn’t stop there, with
expert faceoff battler Patrick Broughton forcing DeSmet to take out their
number one faceoff man, which gave

the Bills a huge mental advantage.
With the momentum on their
side, the Bills added big goals from
Durnien, Flood, senior midfielder
Bo Chevalier, junior midfielder Michael Hall, and sophomore attackman Will Farroll, who scored twice.
“De Smet was not expecting us
to come out like we did, and where
they got kind of rattled, we stayed
poised and played with a composure
that helped us to play very fundamentally sound lacrosse,” said Perryman.
“After the win it felt amazing.
All the seniors on the team had never
won a Father Marco Cup throughout
their four years until Saturday. It was
something we always wanted to win,
so there was almost a feeling of relief
too,” said Potter.
With this big win under their
belt, the Lacrossebills are confident
going into the rest of their regular
season games, and are soon going to
need to shift gears as they enter the
playoffs. They will be playing tonight
at CBC at 7:45.
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New AD Muskopf, ’91, talks about past
experiences and future ideas

JV lacrosse fights
through injuries to
make it to 4-3-1

Sports editor Marty Johnson
sat down with new Athletic
Director Chris Muskopf last
week to talk about his new job
and his experiences at SLUH.
Muskopf, a member of the
class of 1991, will start his new
position this July.

BY Jack Miner
REPORTER

BY Marty Johnson
SPORTS EDITOR

Marty Johnson: Have you always known that you wanted
to be in sports administration?
Chris Muskopf: I think I’ve
always had a love for sports.
My dad coached several
things when I was younger,
so I’ve been around it since
I was a very young boy.
And I knew that as I got to
junior high and high school
that it was easier for me to
understand what needed to
be done than to actually do
it. In short, I was not a very
gifted athlete (laughs), but I
still loved to be around and
I saw very early the value of
being on a team and the value
of being part of something
bigger than yourself.
When I was here, I swam
and played water polo and
was involved in baseball a
little. And that, to be honest,
is where I got my start. My
senior year, I talked to Mr.
Nicollerat and he allowed
me to be an assistant to the
freshman baseball team and

Mr. Maurer was the basketball coach, but also the freshman baseball coach, so I spent
the spring being his first base
coach and that’s where it really
started. Then when I went to
college, I was a manager for
Mizzou’s baseball team for
three years.
MJ: So you also coached?
CM: Yes, baseball and
basketball. So each of the
three schools I’ve been at so
far, at least for some time, I’ve
been a basketball and baseball coach. The last couple of
years at MICDS, I’ve given up
coaching to focus entirely on
athletic administration.
MJ: So you’ve been at
MICDS for 13 years; Is it hard
to leave?
CM: Very hard. There are
things that you do in any job
that you have that you’re not
going to miss, but the people
and the relationships that I’ve
built over the past 13 years are
going be things that I miss.
And the other change
coming here that is going to
be a little bit of a hurdle is that
it’ll be the first time I’m not in
a classroom, and that personal
relationship with those 15-20
students that you know you
are going to see (everyday) is
very meaningful. I’m going to
need to make sure that I find

ways to connect with students
and student athletes.
MJ: What’s your favorite
SLUH moment?
CM: When I was junior,
I was a member of the varsity
water polo team that went undefeated that year. That was
very special. I had very little
to do with that undefeated
record, but again, I was a part
of a bigger thing, so that was a
lasting memory for me.
The retreats, my junior
and senior year, had a very big
effect on me. Monsignor Morris, who was a Jesuit scholastic here at the time, was the
leader of my junior retreat.
And he’s ended up marrying
me and my wife and baptizing both of my children. Mr.
Hannick was my senior retreat leader. In my journey as
a math teacher, he’s someone
who has played a role in that
so it’s those connections that
have stuck with me.
MJ: If the SLUH student
body had to know one thing
about you, what would it be?
CM: It’s that my goal
when I get that chance to start
this summer is to do everything I can make their experience with athletics the best it
can possibly be over their four
years here.
MJ: Around the school,

there are kids that believe that
fair trade uniforms should
be used. Do you think that is
something that SLUH should
look at?
CM: I think that it’s a
good cause and I think that
it’s something that can be a
part of what we do. I don’t
know if we could order 100
percent of what we need that
fits the standards of fair trade,
but certainly if there is an opportunity to make a good decision along those lines, then
I’m all for looking into those
opportunities.
MJ: Do you have a plan of
what SLUH’s athletic department will look like in a year,
three years, and 5 years?
CM: Throughout the
process I never wanted to put
the cart in front of the horse,
but I did do some big picture
thinking. It’s a fine line that for
me to come in with an agenda
and start making changes and
pushing ideas is not the right
thing to do. But I do think
there is room for improvement in our technology and
how we communicate. But
there will be a certain amount
of just getting to know people,
to use Mr. Wehner as a resource, because if we’re going
to make things better, then we
need to know where we are at
now.

Rugby striving for top seed for State tourney in May
photo | Keith Thomas

(continued from page 8)

The rugby team during halftime yesterday on the SLUH football stadium yesterday.

Jake Henty ended the game
with his first career try.
The 33-point win advanced the Jr. Bills’ record to
8-2. With two final divisional
matchups and a probable top
seed at the state tournament,
the Jr. Bills are only a few wins
away from winning State.
“We have a pretty talented team that plays with a lot
of heart and grit. The coaching has been stellar, for a significant portion of starters are
rugby rookies,” said Boerding.
“I think we have a solid chance
for State contention as long as
we play to our potential.”

JV and C golf exceed expectations, look to finish seasons strong
BY Joseph
REPORTER

T

Reznikov

he St. Louis U. High JV
and C golf teams have
met and exceeded every expectation thus far. The JV
team, with a record of 5-0-1,
is looking to preserve its undefeated season with only four
matches left, while the C team,
with a record of 4-1, is looking
to finish out its season strong.
“I’m really happy with
how we’ve performed thus
far this season,” said Andrew
Modder of the JV team. “Guys
have really played well.”
“We’ve been great as a
whole,” Perotti said. “Even

though one player might
shoot a bad number one day,
the other guys always seem to
play well and pick that guy up.
It’s been a great team effort.”
The biggest achievement
for the JV team thus far this
season has been winning the
Fox Tournament on April 16.
The team won in dominating
fashion, outscoring the nearest opponent, De Smet, by 12
strokes. Five of the six players
for the Jr. Bills placed in the
top ten and received medals, with sophomore Zach
O’Toole placing an impressive
third.
The JV team defeated
CBC on Wednesday, 240-

244. Perotti and junior Jimmy
Reddy, who both shot 38, led
the team.
The C-team has also
played exceptionally well in
this first season that the Jr.
Bills have had a freshman golf
team.
“We’re very happy with
the decision,” JV head coach
Tom Wilson said. “It gives
guys an opportunity to play
and continue to get better. The
more they play, the better off
they’re going to be. It’s been
great.”
“I think the C team was
a great idea. It keeps kids still
involved in the program,” said
Perotti.

The C-team is made up
of four freshmen as well as
some freshmen JV players
who swing down to play the
matches.
Overall, Wilson is impressed by the play of his golfers and optimistic about the
rest of the season.
“Everyone just needs to
keep playing and keep improving and if they do that, the future looks bright for SLUH Jr.
Bill golf,” Wilson said.
The next tournament for
the JV team is the Kirkwood
Invitational on Monday at
Aberdeen Golf Club. The final
match of the C team season is
today at 3:30 at Sunset Lakes.

T

he St. Louis U. High JV
Lacrosse team has gotten off to a decent start to the
2015 season, currently sitting
at 4-3-1 and 3-2-1 in league
play.
Although they are starting the first portion of the
season just a few games over
.500, the players are content
with how the team looks, considering the many significant
injuries they have suffered
thus far.
The Jr. Bills fell to De
Smet most recently in a disappointing final of 8-3.
“We could have put up
much more of a fight if our
team wasn’t at a third of its
full strength,” said sophomore
midfielder Jack Kelly.
“We can take them at full
strength,” said sophomore attack Joe Boyce.
The team as a whole has
suffered significant losses, including sophomores Jack Bai-

9

ley and Michael Behr.
“Our defense and attack
have really struggled,” said
Kelly.
Many of the Jr. Bill midfielders have been shifted to
attack or defense in order to
make up for the lost players.
Only five midfielders remain
in their main position.
“We need at least nine
middies,” said Kelly. “Guys
like Pete O’Malley, Joe, and
myself have really been doing
our best to step up and make
the most out of what we have.”
The team still has eyes on
winning the end of the season
tournament, even after losing
to both De Smet and MICDS.
However, changes need to be
made to reach that goal.
“We need to work well as
a team and move quickly on
and off the ball,” said Boyce.
“We especially need to
be better-conditioned because
we are working with smaller
numbers,” said Kelly.
The Jr. Bills play tonight
at CBC at 6 p.m.

Hard slide: C baseball
looks to overcome midseason inconsistency
BY Chandler
REPORTER

Love

T

he St. Louis U. High
freshman baseball team is
off to a 7-6-1 start.
The first few games of the
season were difficult for the Jr.
Bills. They suffered an 11-run
loss to Eureka, but bounced
back with two straight wins,
including a 14-run victory
against Webster Groves. The
next two games were a loss
and tie to MCC opponent Vianney in a double header.
The Jr. Bills have since
gone 5-4, beating MCC rivals
CBC and Chaminade.
“It felt really good beating a bitter rival like CBC the
way we did,” said captain Teddy Washington.
Coach Ray Bulte said that
this team has shown much
improvement since the beginning of the season.
“We are an overall good
defensive team and run the
bases well,” said Bulte. “Our
depth is one of our strong
points.”
He also emphasized the
recent progress in terms of
batting.

The team has hit a rough
patch in its schedule, taking on hard competition and
dropping its last three games.
They took on Lindbergh on
Tuesday, losing in a tight battle by one run, 3-2. Wednesday, the team faced a strong
Kirkwood team, losing 12-7.
Finally, the team dropped its
fourth MCC loss to De Smet
yesterday in a 7-2 loss.
“We have hit a bump in
the road this week but hope to
rebound,” Bulte said.
“We played really sloppy
and made a lot of mistakes,”
said freshman third baseman
Brendan Staed. “We need to
work on our pop-ups and be
more aggressive at the plate.”
Captains Griffin Lester
and Jack Callahan agree that
the team can cut down on
mental errors.
The C-team has 10 more
games remaining, three of
which are against MCC opponents.
“In baseball you have
to have a short memory and
come back strong,” said Staed.
The squad’s next game is
Monday at 4:15 against Westminster.

Volleybills looking forward
to second half of season
(continued from page 8)

Komp has represented an asset of the team that is undervalued. His 4.8 kills per match
seem to come at much-needed
times, bringing energy and

momentum to the team.
After playing Parkway
Central on April 27, they will
battle against 17-time State
champ Vianney on April 28.
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Box Scores

Junior Anthony Delia pitched against Vianney Tuesday at SLUH. The team lost 7-2.

photo | Patrick Enderle

VARSITY BASEBALL

VARSITY BASEBALL

(4/17)

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

F

(4/18)

1

2

3

4

5

F

SLUH

1

1

0

0

0

2

0

5

McCluer N.

1

0

0

0

0

1

CBC

2

0

0

0

0

3

X

4

SLUH

1

0

7

3

2

12

VARSITY BASEBALL

V INLINE

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

F

(4/19)

B. West 1

0

0

0

0

0

3

4

SLUH

1

0

0

0

0

3

5

(4/22)
SLUH

1

1
3
0

FZN

F
7
2

2
4
2

G: S. Lockwood (2)
G: D. Hirlinger 23 saves

VARSITY TENNIS

VARSITY BASEBALL
(4/23)

1

2

3

4

5

F

DuBourg

1

0

0

0

0

1

SLUH

1

7

2

2

X

12

(4/22)

SLUH

0

MICDS

9

Final

photo | Patrick Enderle

JV BASEBALL
(4/20)

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

F

SLUH

0

0

1

0

6

1

1

9

Westminster

2

2

3

0

0

0

0

7

(4/21)

1

2

SLUH

1

Vianney 0
(4/22)

JV BASEBALL
3

4

5

6

7

F

0

0

0

5

4

0

10

0

1

0

0

0

0

1

JV BASEBALL
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

F

B. West 1

0

1

4

0

4

0

10

3

1

1

2

0

1

11

SLUH

3

Junior David Dowd-Nieto returns a hit in a match against De Smet
on Monday.
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JV Volleyball perfect at mid-season
BY Jake Swyers
REPORTER

W

ith half of its season
completed, the JV volleyball team has a perfect 10-0
record.
The squad has slaughtered some of the top talent in
the area, including Marquette
and De Smet.
Head coach Dan Becvar
is pleased with the strong start
and is eager to continue dominating teams.
“Our toughest set so far
was the first one this year,”
said Becvar, ”We lost that set
and haven’t lost a set the rest
of the year so far.”
Becvar believes the natural skill of the players along
with great serving has led to
this strong start.

would be great,” said Becvar.
“Winning the MCC title
would be a good goal for our
guys as well.”
Some key contributors
to the team’s success have
been lead hitters Jake Swyers (Soph.) and Brian Pudlo
(Soph.), who are complemented nicely by freshman
setters Ryan Whealen and
Grasso.
Becvar noted junior
Dane Basler’s defense and Swyers’ and Pudlo’s leadership as
high points for the team.
The squad has its first big
test of the season this weekend
in the Marquette tournament,
where the players will look to
keep their record perfect as
they battle great talent in the
area, including the consistently good Vianney JV.

“We are lucky to have a
lot of experienced guys,” said
Becvar. “Our serving has been
excellent. It has put a lot of
people on their heels.”
Both Becvar and sophomore setter Sam Grasso agree
the team needs to pick up its
effort in certain areas of the
game.
“We could still improve
our defensive intensity,” said
Becvar.
“I think we are playing
well as a team, but we need
to improve communication,”
said Grasso, “The lack of talking leads to confusion among
the guys during the play.”
While Becvar pointed
out the criticism, he believes
his goals are still possible because of the team’s talent.
“An undefeated season

V INLINE
1
1
2

(4/21)
Oakville

SLUH

G: L. Gasssett (2)
G: D. Hirlinger 23 saves
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Sports Photo of the Week
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VARSITY WATER POLO
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Senior George Howe pole vaults in the Dale Collier Invitational at Kirkwood last Saturday. The
team placed second.

JV WATER POLO
(4/20)
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CBC
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VARSITY TENNIS

(4/16)

SLUH

7

De Smet

2

Singles Winners: David Lord • David
Dowd-Nieto • Ben Bott • Kyle Schnell •
Sam Bott

Final

Doubles Winners: Sam & Ben Bott • David Dowd-Nieto & Austin Klarsch

JV INLINE
(4/18)

SLUH
FZN
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B. Kissel: 18 saves

(4/16)

SLUH

Vianney

C INLINE

G: M. Llewellyn, F. Kemp
B. Vogy: 20 saves

F. Howell

SLUH

1
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Thursday Night Lights

Rugby Demolishes
De Smet
On a warm Senior Night at St.

scored by the Jr. Bills came from 9 different starters: Aiden Jacobsen, Jack
Schroeder, Adam Vonder Haar, Max
Kavy, Rollin Jackson, Elliot Boerding,

1
3
0

Drew Mudd, Chris Campbell, and
2
3
2

F
6
2

F
6
26

G: Jacobsen, Schroder, Vonder Haar, Kavy, Jackson, Boerding, Mudd, Campbell, L. Sextro

defeated rival De Smet, 51-12. Tries

C INLINE
Wright City
SLUH

(4/19)

Louis U. High, the SLUH Ruggerbills

G: M. Llewellyn (2),
J. Cooley: 20 saves

(4/22)

JV RUGBY

Luke Sextro. The team’s next game is
April 30 at Priory.				
							
—compiled by Keith Thomas
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Koestner
to switch
to parttime

Art Show this Thursday!

(continued from page 5)
pens, we will still have a great
program because Doc has laid
a good foundation for it,” said
Barbey.
“It’s been a lot of fun because now I am starting to get
the kids of guys I’ve taught,”
said Koestner. “I need to retire before I start getting their
grandkids.”
Koestner is not entirely
sure about his schedule for
next year, but he will most
likely work Monday, Wednesday, and Friday teaching Zero
Hour Jazz Band and work full
time on Tuesday and Thursday.
“He’s one of the best, in
my opinion,” said Quinn.
photo | Patrick Enderle

Beaver (clay) - Fred Kemp ‘15 and Ross Thompson ’15
Living Room (collagraph print) - Aiden Evans ’16
House (relief print) - Sam Aubuchon ’15
SLUH Art Show - Jackson Mayfield ’15

Koestner directs at a choral
concert last year.

Friday, April 24

Regular Schedule

JV Water Polo @ Chaminade Invitational (through
Saturday)
V Tennis @ MICDS Tournament (through Saturday)
Mix-It-Up Lunch
Sophomore Conversations
Freshman STUCO Speeches and Elections
AP
NHS Meeting
Snack—Chicken Rings
3:30pm C Golf vs. Vianney
4:00pm V Track @ Gary Parker Invitational
4:15pm B Baseball vs. Oakville
4:30pm C Lacrosse @ CBC
6:00pm JV Lacrosse @ CBC
7:30pm Freshman Class Dance
7:45pm V Lacrosse @ CBC
9:00pm V Inline vs. Parkway South
Lunch Special—Fried Chicken
Vegetarian—Pasta

Saturday, April 25
JV Volleyball @ Marquette Tournament
8:30am Incoming Freshmen Language Exam
10:00am Incoming Freshman Math Exam
12:00pm C Inline vs. De Smet
1:00pm JV Inline vs. De Smet
2:00pm V Inline vs. De Smet
7:00pm Senior Follies

Sunday, April 26
9:00am C Inline vs. Washington
11:00am V Lacrosse vs. Shawnee Mission East
11:00am JV Inline vs. Seckman
12:00pm KEEN
1:00pm JV Lacrosse vs. Shawnee Mission East, KS
7:00pm Senior Follies
7:00pm V Inline vs. Seckman

Monday, April 27

Wednesday, April 29

No Classes—Faculty Retreat
Faculty and Staff Retreat at MAC
9:00pm JV Golf @ Kirkwood Invitational
4:15pm C Baseball vs. Westmminster
4:15pm JV Volleyball @ Parkway Central
4:30pm JV Water Polo vs. Rocked Summit
5:30pm V Volleyball @ Parkway Central
5:30pm V Water Polo vs. Rocked Summit

Formal Attire
End of the Year Mass
3:30pm V/JV Golf vs. MICDS
4:00pm JV Tennis @ Parkway West
4:00pm V Tennis vs. Parkway West
4:15pm B Baseball @ CBC
5:00pm C Lacrosse @ Marquette
7:00pm V Baseball vs. CBC
7:30pm NHS Induction Ceremony
Lunch Special—Chinese Special
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese

Tuesday, April 28
AP
4:00pm
4:00pm
4:00pm
4:00pm
4:00pm
4:30pm
4:30pm
5:00pm
5:30pm
6:00pm
Lunch

Regular Schedule
Junior Class Meeting
Snack—Chicken Bites
V2 Track @ Jim Farrell Relays
V Tennis @ Kirkwood
JV Tennis vs. Kirkwood
Incoming Freshmen Placement Make-Up
C Volleyball @ Vianney
C Baseball @ Chaminade
JV Water Polo @ Kirkwood
JV Volleyball @ Vianney
V Water Polo @ Kirkwood
V Volleyball @ Vianney
Special—Hand-Breaded Tenders
Vegetarian—Turkey Burger

Thursday, April 30

Mass Schedule

Regular Schedule

JV Water Polo @ Lindbergh Invitational (through Saturday)
AP
Junior Ring Mass Choir Rehearsal
Snack—Mini Tacos
4:00pm JV/C Track @ Vianney Track Meet
4:00pm JV Lacrosse @ Ladue
4:15pm C Baseball vs. CBC
4:15pm B Baseball vs. Vianney
4:30pm V Baseball @ Vianney
5:30pm V Lacrosse @ Ladue
6:00pm Art Exhibit Opening
7:00pm Concet Band in the Theatre
Lunch Special—Country-Fried Steak
Vegetarian—Rice

Friday, May 1
C Lacrosse @ CBC Tournament
Mix-It-Up Lunch
Junior Ring
4:15pm B Baseball vs. Granite City
9:00pm V Inline vs. Mehlville
Lunch Special—Shrimp Poppers
Vegetarian—Pasta

Half Day Schedule

calendar | Sam Chechik

