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Founder of World Wide Technologies David Steward visits SLUH
Photo | Patrick Enderle

Mr. David Steward is interviewed by President Laughlin Wednesday in the Si Commons.
BY Keith Thomas
CORE STAFF

St. Louis-based World Wide
Technologies (WWT), visited
avid Steward, chair- the Si Commons Wednesday
man and founder of the to talk about faith, charac-

D

ter, and his new book Doing
Business by the Good Book in
a conversation with St. Louis
U. High President David

about SLUH and the world of
technology.
“He is both a very successful and philanthropic and
very Christian man, and we
thought it was a great opportunity for him to come and
talk to us as a school,” said
Laughlin.
World Wide Technologies ranks 34th on FORTUNE’s “100 Best Companies
to Work For.” The IT solutions
company currently employs
over 2,400 people.
After graduating from
Central Missouri State University, Steward began a job in
St. Louis as an executive with
the Boy Scouts of America.
After jumping from Wagner
Electric, Missouri Pacific Railroad, and FedEx, Steward decided to follow in his father’s
entrepreneurial footsteps and
found his own company.
Steward began WWT in
1990 with five employees and
a 4,000 square foot office. The
company is now the leader in
distribution of IT software,
quite an accomplishment for a
man who used to milk cows in
the small town of Clinton, Mo.
“I put everything that
Laughlin.
I own in this business,” said
Steward came to talk Steward. “With a hope and a
at SLUH as a result of prior prayer, it worked out.”
conversations with Laughlin
Steward also discussed

Food Drive surpasses 25,000 point goal
Photo | Patrick Enderle

point totals. They were followed by the sophomores in
third and the juniors in last.
“The past two years we
raised just over 25,000 points,
so that’s where we got it (the
goal) from,” said senior pastoral team president Giuseppe
Vitellaro.
The drive used a point
system where a can of food
counts for one point and a
dollar for two.
This year’s drive exceeded last year’s total by 883
points, setting a new standard
for the years to come.
However, meeting the
goal this year was not an easy
task. The usual Food Drive
coordinator, campus minister Simonie Anzalone, was
Senior Giuseppe Vitellaro announces the results of the Food Drive before Wednesday’s assembly. on maternity leave, leaving
campus minister Meg Beugg
BY Jack Sinay and Charlie
Mueth
yesterday, earning a total of food items and $11,394 in to take the reins.
STAFF
26,248 total points to exceed cash to achieve their goal.
“Ms. Beugg really did a
Campus Ministry’s goal of Freshmen led the way, keepfter two extensions, the 25,000.
ing the class of 2015 from a
continued on page 8
Food Drive wrapped up
The drive collected 3,459 four-year streak in leading the

the new Advanced Technology Center for WWT located
in St. Louis. The center cost
about $70 million to fund,
and was designed to be a new
center to provide for learning,
innovation, and the next generation of technology.
During the talk, Laughlin discussed the possibility of
SLUH students being able to
use the revolutionary facility.
Prior to the talk in the commons, Steward and Laughlin
discussed the idea, but the
idea is in the very early stages
and the specifications for the
idea are still unclear.
“I think it’s a wonderful
opportunity to get connected
to technology that people may
or may not know about,” said
Steward.
Before the talk, each student was given a copy of Steward’s book Doing Business by
the Good Book which uses
the Bible to offer good principles—like faith and good
character. Steward personally donated the books to the
SLUH students.
After discussing his book
to apply to the business world,
Steward and Laughlin opened
the floor to students for questions. Questions ranged from

continued on page 8

90 years in the
Backer Memorial

Classes were held in the Backer Memorial for
the first time 90 years ago last Friday. Read about the
history of the Backer Memorial and how SLUH has
changed over the past century on pages 4-5.
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Gerbic, Mitchell, Hempstead travel to Nicaragua for mission trip
photo | courtesy of Sam Gerbic

Gerbic (right) poses with fellow volunteers while digging for the new plumbing system.
BY Joe Slama
REPORTER

B

eing surrounded by
mountains and greenery
in a tropical location may
sound like the ideal summer
destination, but for seniors
Sam Gerbic and Donn Mitchell and sophomore Peter
Hempstead, this kind of environment was much more than
a summer getaway. The three
St. Louis U. High students
traveled with Incarnate Word
parish’s annual Life Teen mission trip to Chinandega, a city
in the northwest region of Nicaragua, for one week to serve
the inhabitants of a small
nearby village.
“A lot of my friends went
in the past few years, and it
sounded really great,” said
Mitchell. “I went to Mission
Appalachia with SLUH, and
I really like service, especially
abroad. I wanted to go deeper

and Nicaragua sounded really
nice.”
From July 26 to August 2,
the trio worked with Amigos
for Christ, an outreach group
dedicated to bringing fresh
water to the country’s residents. Nicaragua is the only
country in the world where
kidney disease, caused by a
lack of clean water to flush out
the body’s organs, is the top
killer.
After touching down at
the airport in Managua on the
first day, the volunteer group
waited for about half an hour
before making the two-anda-half hour drive to Chinandega. On that same day, the
group also travelled to Cerro
Negro, the most active volcano in Central America, which
they climbed, honoring a tradition of the trip.
The second day consisted
of settling in to the Amigos

for Christ compound.
For the remainder of
the week, the group took
a 45-minute bus ride each
morning from the headquarters of Amigos for Christ to
Dulce Nombre de Jesús, a village of about 30 families. In
the evenings, they’d return to
the Amigos for Christ facility for evening prayers before
bed.
“I was really unsure
about what it was going to be
like, and whether it would be
fun or not or whether I’d get
sick or not because it’s a thirdworld country and I hadn’t
experienced anything like it
ever before,” said Hempstead.
In the town, the volunteers laid piping for a new
plumbing system, which required a hole two feet wide
and seven feet deep.
“There was just as much
digging as there was talking

and hanging out,” said Gerbic.
“The thing about Nicaragua is that there’s no cell
phone service at all,” said
Mitchell. “Even when there
is, it’s really expensive just
to hold it, so basically everybody’s cell phone and internet, everything connecting
them outside of Nicaragua,
was completely turned off, so
the only person or source of
social interaction was next to
you. Even the people from the
United States who went down
there to help were all from
different parts of the United
States. ...You couldn’t get a
more different crowd, but towards the end of it, everyone
was best friends.”
Differences were strongest between the American
group and the Nicaraguans,
because of the larger distance
barrier as well as the language
barrier.
“The first few days were
awkward. I don’t speak a lick
of Spanish,” said Gerbic. “The
only Spanish I learned was
how to count to a hundred;
that was all I ever picked up.
There was no way to communicate. And so the way I
found out to develop relationships with the people was by
learning the phrase ‘¿Cómo se
dice?’, which means, ‘How do
you say?’, and then I’d hold up
the tool I was digging with, or
I’d point to my water bottle,
and he’d tell me it’s a pachinga,
and that was how I started relationships. I taught (Marvin,
one of the Nicaraguans) English; he taught me Spanish.”
The group spent the last
day of the trip with the Nicaraguans as they celebrated
together before bidding farewell.
“We played baseball. Ni-

caraguans are really good at
baseball; basically every one
of their hits was a home run.
It was kind of hilarious; they
destroyed us. We played baseball, we played soccer, we juggled the soccer ball around,
I rode a horse,” said Gerbic.
“(Departing) was really sad.
It was nice to look forward to
the air conditioning, but leaving the simplicity of the life
down there was really hard
because I could see how everything was going to get just
so much more complicated,
and loving is so much harder
up here than it is down there.”
“I thought it was just
going to be a bunch of water
lines and piping,” Mitchell
said. “And it turned out to be
a lot more than that.”

On the final day of the
week, the departing vounteers
got on a bus at 2 a.m. and
drove for two hours to the airport, where their flight was to
depart at 6 a.m.
On August 6, the volunteers were present at Incarnate Word parish’s monthly
Encounter prayer service. In
addition to the usual adoration and prayers, the service
also included a video montage of the trip, celebrating
the work done by the youth
group.
All three students indicated that they want to return
on the mission trip next year.
Both Gerbic and Mitchell
have already signed up.

photo | courtesy of Sam Gerbic

Mitchell holds a Nicaraguan child while at the site.

Berg attends National Youth Leadership Forum Students attend SLU
In the afternoon, the medical career camp
photo | courtesy of Eric Berg

Berg (middle) poses with fellow NYL attendees.
BY Sam Chechik and Joe
Fentress
STAFF, REPORTER

S

enior Eric Berg crossed
six states, four rivers, and
a mountain range to get to
Needham, Mass. to participate in the Engineering and
Technology camp in the National Youth Leadership Fo-

rum program. The program
is run by Envision, an organization that holds experiential learning programs for
students of different interests
around the country.
Berg stayed at Franklin
W. Olin College of Engineering in Needham from June 28
to July 5, living in dormitories

with roommates during the
camp.
During the camp, the
mornings were filled with
lectures from guest speakers,
on topics ranging from solar
ovens in China to Boston Dynamics, a robotics company
that builds highly advanced
robots.

nearly 300 participants broke
up into groups of 25 to do
hands-on activities for the
rest of the day.
“One day, we took a
little toy helicopter and programmed it to fly in certain
shapes with a computer,” said
Berg.
Berg asserted that while
the camp won’t make one an
engineer, it does offer more
knowledge and experience.
“It’s more for the experience; you meet people from
around the country,” said
Berg. “You get the college experience, and you’re on your
own for the whole week.”
Berg enjoyed the handson activities, but he said that
the camp didn’t go as in-depth
as he wanted it to, and he felt
like he knew more than some
of the other attendees.
“They briefly touched on
different fields in engineering when I kind of wanted a
‘Alright, let’s go into it more’
approach.”

Mother/Son Mass and Luncheon Sunday October 19, 2014
10:00 a.m.
More details to follow.

BY Mick Callahan
REPORTER

A

group of St. Louis U.
High students considering a career in the medical
field attended a camp this
summer at St. Louis University called Adventures in Medicine and Science (AIMS).
Current seniors Stephen
Turner, Michael Walsh, Jack
Gallagher, Alec Garcia, Matthew Jellinek, Stephan Wenkel, Jacob Marty, Don Stolz,
and Chip Alfaro and juniors
Mehal Amin and Pete Genovese attended the week-long
camp, where they listened to
speeches by medical professionals and witnessed surgeries conducted on both live
people and cadavers.
The goal of the program
is to show young men and
women interested in the medical field what they will be doing and learning in medical
school and their careers.
“I heard from real professionals about their jobs,
which gave me a good idea
what day to day life as a physician would be like,” Garcia
said.
“The emergency medicine doctor who talked to us

had some interesting stories
about the ER; he was funny,
and I could tell he really enjoyed his profession,” said
Gallagher.
Other students found interest in the new technologies
emerging in the medical field.
“I thought the doctor
who came in to talk to us
about the new developments
in arthroscopic knee surgery
was very interesting. We can
now do a knee surgery and
barely leave a scar the length
of your fingernail, as opposed
to a huge scar down the side
of your knee,” Turner said.
“The camp was a lot of
fun. I would definitely recommend it to my underclassmen;
there will definitely be other
SLUH guys going, and it is a
fun experience working with
them in a medical schooltype setting, rather than the
SLUH classrooms we are accustomed to,” said Gallagher.
“I learned a lot about different types of doctors and what
they do on a daily basis, and
this helped me to consider
what field I might like to enter
if I become a doctor.”
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Down with deforestation: Arbor Day Club to
plant trees, promote under-celebrated holiday
photo | Patrick Enderle

A tree cuttout-clad junior Nick Bentz promotes the newly-founded Arbor Day Club at the
Activities Fair.
BY Max Prosperi
REPORTER

T

he Arbor Day Club,
founded by math teacher
Craig Hannick because of his
disappointment with the lack
of celebration the annual holiday, is embarking on its first
year at St. Louis U. High.
Junior Nick Bentz, co-

founder of the club, said that
there were about 90 people
who expressed interest at the
Activities Fair.
The Arbor Day Club
hopes to extend the celebration of Arbor Day throughout the rest of the 364 days
of the year. The main goal of
the Arbor Day Club is refor-

estation, or the planting of
trees, not just throughout the
SLUH campus but also other
locations around the St. Louis
area.
Bentz hopes to consult
science teacher Bill Anderson
about the planting of trees
and the best times, places, and
types of trees to plant. Bentz

also said to include the research and study of trees and
taking on tree names.
“We all have tree names,”
Bentz said. “Mr. Hannick is
the mighty oak.”
Towards the end of the
school year, the club plans to
host an Arbor Day party.
Arbor Day was first celebrated in Spain in 1805 and
in the United States in 1872. J.
Sterling Morton founded Arbor Day in the United States
on April 10 of that year when
an estimated one million trees
were planted in Nebraska City,
Neb. Arbor Day continued to
grow rapidly in the years following and is now celebrated
around the world. In 2015,
Arbor Day will be celebrated
on April 24.
A party to celebrate Arbor Day will be held on April
24, 2015—Arbor Day—and,
the club will collaborate with
the St. Joseph’s Academy
Earth Angels.
“There is interest in planting some trees near the soccer
field,” said Bentz.“(Hannick)
is really excited, and (he) sees
a lot of potential in the club.”

Francophiles visit art at Louix IX exhibit
photo | Nolen Doorack

French teacher Suzanne Renard shows students Auguste Rodin’s Ballerina at the St. Louis Art
Museum.
BY John Michael Fitzgerald
REPORTER

F

rench teacher Suzanne
Renard and 17 of her
French students visited the St.
Louis Art Museum last Sunday Staycation-style to enjoy a
concert and a visit to the museum’s new exhibition, which
highlights the history of Louis
IX and the French art created
under his rule.
The group gathered in the

museum’s Farrell Auditorium
to hear two men perform classical French pieces on the
flute and piano. Originally
written for other instruments,
the musicians transcribed the
pieces to their instruments.
“The performance was
full of energy and animation,”
said junior Connor FitzGerald. “You could tell how much
passion both of the musicians
had for their music, and it was
very inspiring.”
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Following the hour-long
performance, the students
viewed Louis IX: King, Saint,
Namesake, a two-gallery exhibition that describes the life of
Louis IX and displays artwork
created during his reign. The
exhibit is part of the city of St.
Louis’ 250th anniversary celebrations.
In one gallery, there was
a 12-foot tall mural of the
Sainte-Chapelle, a Gothic chapel in Paris built during King
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Louis’ time.
“The mural was striking,”
said junior Nolen Doorack.
“It was like you were standing in Paris, looking up at the
millions of pieces of stainedglass.”
The gallery featured pictures, videos, and books explaining the art of making
manuscripts. There were also
touchable examples of materials used to make 17th century
manuscripts such as Bibles.
“All of the paintings were
very unique and it was cool
to see the different parts of
the French culture,” said junior Patrick Pence. “It was
cool to see how goat-skin
was stretched and treated and
turned into Bibles.”
Renard took the group of
students through the museum’s French impressionist exhibit, and offered background
on artists like Claude Monet
and Pierre-August Renoir.
Because of the World’s
Fare Heritage Festival occurring on Art Hill, a gigantic
American flag was suspended
between two fire trucks. The
flag greeted the group as it
exited the front steps of the
museum.
“It was sweet seeing the
huge flag hanging over the
Saint Louis statue in the background,” said FitzGerald. “It
was an awesome way to end
the day.”
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Schultz, Hurford
spend 3 weeks at MSA

photo | courtesy of Ian Hurford

Hurford (back row, second from right) with friends in a Mizzou
fountain.
BY Chris Kreienkamp and
John Burke
REPORTERS

C

urrent juniors Joe Schultz and Ian Hurford spent
most of June at the Missouri
Scholars Academy (MSA),
an educational enrichment
program for 330 of Missouri’s
most select students preparing to enter junior year.
St. Louis U. High nominated Schultz and Hurford to
be sent on the program.
The program, held at at
Mizzou, also featured sophomore class moderator and
math teacher Frank Corley as
an instructor. Scholars spent
the three-week period living
in dorms and had access to
nearly all of Mizzou’s facilities.
Each student chose a major and a minor to study over
the course of the program.
Hurford majored in Philosophy while Schultz majored in
Biography Writing, his last
choice for a major.
“Even though it was my

fourth choice, it turned out
to be the best major,” Schultz
said of the class, which was
taught by the Missouri Teacher of the Year, Chris Holmes.
Participants must be
nominated by their school
before they can apply. High
schools in Missouri can only
send a few students, so the atmosphere is made up of Missourians with highly diverse
backgrounds.
Both Schultz and Hurford loved the experience.
“Honestly, the three
weeks there were the best
three weeks ever,” Hurford
said.
Both students were impressed by the academic scope
and quality of the program,
but the camaraderie that developed among classmates
will be what they remember
most.
“We made so many
friendships just by interviewing people for the class,”
Schultz said.

Burger Club travels to
Sugarfire Smokehouse
BY Joseph Reznikov and
Kevin Gerstner
REPORTERS

T

he Burger Club, under
the meaty-fisted rule of
juniors Connor FitzGerald,
the “Burger King,” and Keith
Thomas, the “Burger Prince,”
along with moderator Michael Marchlewski, S.J., has
returned this year with hopes
to hang out with friends and
eat good burgers, according to
the Burger King.
The Burger Club held its
first outing of the year on Aug.
29, before the Back to School
mixer. A group of eight students traveled to Sugarfire
Smokehouse in Olivette for a
night of fun and good burgers.
FitzGerald had a double
cheeseburger with mac and
cheese and loved every bite.
Though only eight students attended the outing,

an astonishing total of 168
people signed up to be part
of the legacy at Activities Fair
this year.
“We’re hoping for a
large group but not too large
that we have to call the place
and tell them we’re coming”
FitzGerald said, laughing.
The group plans to go to
Bailey’s Range or Chubbie’s
for another meaty excursion.
“Bailey’s Range is famous
for having really special beef,
like grass-fed stuff. And they
substitute a bunch of different
meats,” said FitzGerald. “I’m
just trying to continue the
legacy of the kids last year that
ran it. They did a really great
job.”
The club tweets about its
delicious outings and about
other burger-related posts.
Follow them @SLUH_BC to
get updates.
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The Backer Memorial: 90-year legacy
On September 12, 1924, 90
years ago from last Friday,
classes began at St. Louis University High School, the consolidation of the three high
schools operated by St. Louis
University: Loyola Hall, Gonzaga Hall, and St. Louis Academy, in the building known as
the Backer Memorial, a gift
from Anna Backer in memory
of her late husband George H.
Backer.
The original Backer Memorial includes only the original “I” shaped building (I for
Ignatius) pictured in the center bottom of this spread. On
the left end is the old entrance

to the school, which led out to
Oakland, now the J-Wing. On
the other end is the original
cafeteria (now the old cafeteria) and the 2nd floor science
wing. The original Backer
building did not include the
Currigan room.
Archbishop John Glennon laid the cornerstone for
the Backer memorial on April
15, 1923. According to former
history teacher Jeff Harrison,
S.J., in a two-part feature on
the Backer Memorial written
by then-features editor Sean
Kickham (PN , 71), the building was supposed to have
three stories across. Perhaps

September 19, 2014

90 years in

due to financial reasons, the
third floor over the main hallways was not built.
In 1927, a tornado hit
the building: “‘particularly
hard hit were the gymnasium
(located in the current Main
Office and Pastoral offices)
… where large portions of
the roof collapsed.’” Part of
the chapel also collapsed, and
total damages amounted to
$150,000.
Since then, the building
has undergone numerous additions and renovations. See
the surrounding graphics and
features to learn more about
the history of the building.

Paging through the Backer book
Editor’s note: On October 13,
1931, Anna Backer privately
published a book detailing
the life of her husband George
Backer and their accomplishments as partners. Very few
copies were made, and no
more than a few remain at
SLUH. One sits in the office
of Director of Facilities Joe
Rankin, who allowed Prep
News staff members to take a
few photos and pull text from
the book. The following is the
closing text of the book:
“Reference has been
made to Mr. Backer’s deep
interest in educational affairs. With an understanding
appreciation of his views in
this field, Mrs. Backer created a memorial to him in
the form of the St. Louis University High School (George
H. Backer Memorial), the
corner-stone of which was
opened for use in September,
1924. The school is a gift to
the St. Louis University, and
constitutes one of the most
valuable educational units,
both in point of equipment
and curriculum, in the State.
The building is of Tudor Period English Gothic design,
with a frontage of one hundred and eighty feet on both

Anna F. Backer

The George Henry Backer book.

Oakland and Berthold avenues, and a depth of four hundred and eighty-four feet. The
building contains twenty-nine
classrooms, a large reference
library, physics, biology, and
chemistry laboratories, chapel, gymnasium, with locker
rooms and showers, and a
cafeteria seating six hundred
people. All of the equipment
of this splendid building is
of the most improved type,
while such essentials as lighting, heating, and ventilation
have been scientifically and
accurately planned to safeguard the health and welfare
of the students. In addition
to this equipment, the school
has a campus large enough
for three football playing

Founding p
Backers of t

photo | Patrick Enderle

fields, with handball courts,
and practically every popular
form of exercise and recreation is available. Because of
the exceptionally fine athletic
equipment the Notre Dame
system of intra-mural athletics has been introduced,
realizing the modern ideal
of “athletics for all.” The faculty is composed equally of
members of the Society of
Jesus and lay teachers, and
the school has from the first
upheld high standards of
scholarship. In every way it
has fulfilled the hopes of its
founder, Mrs. Backer, and has
fittingly stood, in its career of
constructive service, as a memorial to him whose name it
bears.”
photos, below | Dauphin Yearbook

Above, a building projection for the Backer Memorial, note the slanted roof. Below, students
saunter on the space that is now used for the upper field, football field, and faculty parking lot.

At far left is Backer campus fo
husband George is on the far r
der to build the foundation fo
left and right are small plaque
asking for prayers for the Back
photos, outer | Dauphin Yearbook

The evolution of the Backer Memorial Below is a base floor plan for the origin
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In 1948, this room was
used as the choir loft to
the chapel below. In the
late sixties, the room
was converted into a
long, skinny and, according to former Vice
President of Advancement Thom Digman,
ugly classroom, before
becoming the English
office it is today.

The current main office’s location was originally the site of the
two-story gymnasium
with the locker room
located in the current
pastoral office. In 1996,
the main office took the
current space. The history department, pastoral office, and counseling office also took their
current locations then.

Originally, the Jesuit
Wing originally housed
19 Jesuits. Around 1948
J121, J123, and the current theology offices were
parlors for meeting areas. The president’s office
and switchboard were
in rooms J124, J127, and
J128. In the 1990s, the
J-wing was converted to
classrooms and club and
administrative offices.

3

1 4
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From the Archives
Excerpts from 2006 2-part feature
on SLUH’s Backer memorial
Rec Room

Below are excerpts from
the two-part, 2006-2007 feaThe administration, howture by former features editor Sean Kickham, ’07, on the ever, believed that the students
history and expansion of the needed more recreational area
than the upper field and gym
Backer Memorial since 1924.
provided.
“The first major change
to the building was actually
The next renovations not visible from the outside,”
happened in the late 1970s said Harrison. “It was the Rec
and early 1980s under then- Room in 1946.”
Construction began in
president Tom Cummings,
S.J.’s Enrichment, Expansion, 1944 on the grounds that
and Endowment plan. The the cost would be limited to
SLUH campus in 1956 in its $25,000 and benefactors pay
pre-library and theater days. for at least $12,000.
There was originally no
“The two problems I
faced as a young president basement to the buildings, but
was that it was a violent “instead of making a slab (to
neighborhood, so I had to support the school building)
look out for that real careful- they had sunk pillars through
ly, and we were land-locked,” the bedrock,” said Harrison.
said Cummings. “Those were “That’s why those pillars in the
the two operatives we looked Rec Room are so (ugly), they
were never meant to be seen.
from.”
To help secure the … All they had to do was dig
school, the administration the dirt out.”
The Rec Room extended
put iron bars on some of the
windows in the school and from where the computer labs
“bought up that extra acreage are now to the rifle range.
and surrounded it with fenc“They had track and
ing,” said Cummings. “Then field practice down here,” said
we would have a kind of oasis Brandy. “They had a shuffleboard field on the floor. They
of secure land.”
also had the pool table. …
They had a boxing ring—they
had a boxing team. And they
didn’t have weights during
During recreation time, those days, they just had exerstudents used the gym, the cise equipment.”
handball courts, located
where the current gym is, and Football Stadium
the upper field.
Said Brandy, “Originally,
Cummings “decided to
(the upper field) was just ... start motivating the builda bunch of trees. ... Then, a ing of the football stadium,”
bunch of us guys ... got to- which was completed in 1980.
gether and went out there and Before that, SLUH first used
just cleared it because it was SLU’s Walsh Stadium as its
all just a bunch of woods and home field and later Gateway
stuff.”
Tech’s field because there were

Expansion

George H. Backer

parents: the
the campus

oundress Anna Backer, while her
right. Anna donated funds in oror SLUH’s current campus. Inner
es located at the old switchboard,
kers.

Upper Field

photos, inner| Patrick Enderle

nal Backer building. Each number corresponds to a space that has held various rooms over the years.

4

5

The old switchboard,
located in the North
Hall facing Oakland,
was originally the
entrance to the main
chapel. The entrance
has been covered with
wood. The spot was
eventually converted
to the switchboard,
which moved after the
completion of the Si
Commons.

Pillars held up the library
following its construction
in the 1970s. The area
was concreted off and
students would go down
to train, stretch, wrestle,
or smoke. The breezeway
was then converted into
coaches offices and team
meeting rooms, before
becoming the gym and
then the commons.

Library
The library was originally located in the current foreign
language department. During the Great Depression,
the books moved to current
classrooms M201 to M209.
During the Robinson Library
construction, a steel strike delayed progress and books were
placed in the old cafeteria. In
the mid ’70s, the strike ended
and the library was moved to
its current location.

Further reading
on the Backer
Memorial

Find this feature and others on the Prep News website (sluh.org/prepnews).
For more related
reading, check out Jack
Godar’s 2011 feature “Before the Backer,” detailing
SLUH’s architectural history in the nearly 100 years
pre-Backer.

Correction
A photo credited to
Mr. Joe Komos last week
was incorrectly credited;
the photo was taken by
his wife, Elaine Komos.

Students
study in
the Backer
Memorial’s
original
library,
where the
current
Foreign
language
office is.

2

L3
5

no bleachers on the upper
field, where the football players practiced.
“So basically there were
a few houses but also part of
what was then the parking
lot at Stan Musial and Biggies, which was a restaurant
there,” said Cummings. “In
the meantime, we started
buying up key houses in the
neighborhood but on a modified scale.”
He continued, “We didn’t
go through a lot of different
architects and contractors but
we were on the spot. ... We
wanted to save money. So the
students, the dads, and I dug
out that whole hillside so we
could get a width big enough
for the whole football field.
Huge job, but we did it ourselves. That’s why they kid me
about building the field.”

At lunch,
students
gather
in the
original
Backer
cafeteria,
located
where
the old
cafeteria is
now.

L1

L4

5

photos, above | Dauphin Yearbook
graphic, left | courtesy of Joe Rankin
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Tie with host gives soccer first CBC tournament win in five Swim team
years; team tops Webster and falls to Vianney
tops Jesuit
Connor FitzGerald
rivals, relay
itles, titles, titles! The
qualifies
T
Soccerbills snagged the
CBC Tourney title for the first
for State
time in five years on Saturday.
photo | Nolen Doorack

BY
CORE STAFF

After the tourney, the Bills
played Webster Groves and
Vianney, going 1-1.
Last Saturday, the Soccerbills faced the daunting
task of playing CBC in the
final game of the CBC tournament, a challenging and
physical opponent.
Both teams were off
to a slow start, neither getting more than ten scoring
chances in the first 20 minutes. From the 25th minute
to the end of the first half, the
Soccerbills were able to control the ball, getting loads of
chances with shots on net in
the last ten minutes.
Head coach Charlie
Martel set about to motivate
the Soccerbills at halftime
in order to pick up a victory
over CBC, but the second
half ’s evenly matched play
led to a 0-0 tie, good enough
for SLUH to pick up the CBC
Tournament title for the first
time in five years.
“It feels great,” said Martel. “I don’t think we’ve ever
had three shutouts in that
tournament, which we did
this year, and that was huge. I

BY Tim Nile and Patrick
Schuler
REPORTERS

T

With a ripped jersey and exasperated face, senior Elliot Boerding broods over a missed shot in Wednesday’s loss to Vianney.

was really proud of them. That
was a great week for us.”
The Soccerbills played
the Webster Groves Statesmen on Monday at SLUH in
another evenly played match.
“They’re one of the best
teams we’ve played this year,”
said Martel. “They hold the
ball so well; they’re patient;
they’re athletic. It was a real

battle.”
Senior Kyle Schnell and
junior Peter Simon both had
great shots in the first half, but
Schnell’s shot went high and
Simon’s hit the left netting.
In the 15th minute of the
second half, pass work between Simon and senior captain Gram Tolish allowed for
senior captain Clark Conway

to redirect a cross from Tolish
into the Webster net.
In the 24th minute, Webster grabbed the equalizing
goal to tie the score at 1-1.
Senior Joe Jasso picked
up the winning goal in the
34th minute.
“Joe Jasso has been really
awesome,” said Martel. “We
didn’t know how he was going

to be at the beginning of the
year, but he has done an incredible job stepping up.”
The Bills hung on to their
lead though. Webster kept the
Bills on their toes, leaving the
Soccerbills no space to move
with the ball. Webster also
had a free kick outside SLUH’s
box with 20 seconds to go.

continued on page 7

he St. Louis U. High swim
team battled its Jesuit rival De Smet last Friday afternoon at Forest Park Community College. After a slow
start, the SwimBills pulled
off an impressive 128-52 win
over the Spartans.
De Smet began the meet
by taking the top three positions in the 200-meter Freestyle for a quick lead. But
SLUH countered by taking
the top three positions in the
following event, the 200 Individual Medley, and De Smet
never really threatened again.
SLUH cruised to an easy win,
finishing with a state qualifying time in the 400 Freestyle
Relay.
The highlight of the meet
was the return of junior star
club-swimmer Justin Andrews to the team. Andrews,
who set the school record in
the 500 Freestyle his freshman
year, broke his record again
Friday with a time of 4:51.10.

continued on page 7

In the midst of mist, football falls to Chaminade
XC takes third at
Forest Park, shows big Marty Johnson
improvements
n a battle of two great de-

photo | Leo Heinz

BY
SPORTS EDITOR

I

fenses, the St. Louis U.
High football team lost its
first game of the season, 13-6
fter taking second to Laagainst Chaminade.
fayette in its first meet,
“We knew we going to
St. Louis U. High’s varsity
have trouble with Chamicross country team took third
nade’s defense,” said head
place last weekend at the Forcoach Gary Kornfeld. “They
est Park XC Festival.
have some athletes over there
Over 4,500 athletes
that can flat out play.”
competed throughout the
Sophomore
Andrew
race-filled weekend. SLUH
Clair was active on defense
finished third out of 36 teams
early on, making two great
in its division with 119 points,
open field tackles to force the
behind Festus and O’Fallon.
Red Devils to go three and out
The team finished first out of
on their first two possesions.
all Missouri Class 4 teams.
Unfortunately, CCP’s de“It was a significantly
fense was just as active, keepbetter race than we ran two
ing the Jr. Bills scoreless in the
weeks before at Jefferson Barcontinued on page 7 first quarter for the first time
racks,” said head coach Joe
photo | Mrs. Kathy Chott this season.
Porter. “I was ecstatic. It had
Chaminade struck first.
been a very difficult week for
Starting deep in their own
our guys.”
territory, Chaminade used
Senior Matthew Henits running game to move
nessey, SLUH’s first man,
the ball down the field. They
placed seventh overall with a
were also aided by a couple of
time of 15:54. It was a personuntimely penalties by SLUH’s
al record (PR) by 29 seconds.
defense.
“I was feeling really good.
“We helped them on
Honestly I thought about (seboth of their scores with pennior Connor Lewis) during
alties,” Kornfeld said.
the race,” said Hennessey. “All
With 11:29 left in the
of the varsity racers wore his
second quarter, Chaminade
initials on our arms, and I
scored the first points of the
kept thinking about him.”
game on a four-yard touchUntil the second mile,
down run by Sam Frelich.
Hennessey was running close
Then, after stopping the
to his teammates.
Jr. Bills deep in SLUH’s terri“At the beginning some
tory, the Red Devils got the
of my teammates were even in
ball with great field position.
front of me. We ran together,
With just under six minutes
then I slowly saw an opening Junior Dustan Davidson leads to play in the first half, Chamand I went for the gap,” said the SLUH pack with seniors
inade made it a two-possesMatthew Hennessey and Jack sion game on a 15-yard run
Hennessey.
Finishing 25 seconds be- Sullivan trailing just behind.
by Andre Whitley, although
BY Nolen Doorack
CORE STAFF

A

hind and in 23rd place overall, junior Dustan Davidson
ran 16:20. Not far after, senior
Jack Sullivan took 25th place
overall with a time of 16:22,
and senior Jack Gallagher ran
16:30, finishing 30th overall.
Hennessey
said,
“I
thought Jack Gallagher ran
really well. He’s still new to
the varsity scene, and I think
it was great that he ran such a
good race.”
“Jack Gallagher ran awesome. His time was a PR by 51
seconds,” said Porter.
Senior Thomas Hogan,
who ran 16:32, was the team’s

Quarterback Mitch Batschelett thows a pass in last Friday’s game against Chaminade.

a missed PAT made the game
13-0.
Coming out of halftime,
freshman quarterback Christian Perez started in a move
Kornfeld hoped would help
spark the offense.
“We always want to make
sure that he gets a series every
game we play,” said Kornfeld.
The Chaminade defense
stood tough, though, forcing
an interception.
But the second half belonged to the Jr. Bills’ defense.
With 5:31 left in the third
quarter and the Red Devils driving deep into SLUH’s
territory, SLUH’s pass rush
forced a fumble, recovered by
junior Anthony Sansone. After the Jr. Bill offense stalled,
SLUH forced another fumble
on the Red Devils’ next possession; senior Aidan Jacob-

sen recovered.
Starting with excellent
field position after the recovery, SLUH came close to scoring. Sophomore quarterback
Mitch Batschelett hit junior
receiver Daniel Isom with a
long pass, but Isom couldn’t
corral it before going out of
bounds, and the Jr. Bills ended up turning the ball over on
downs.
The Jr. Bills finally found
the end zone late in the game.
After junior Chris Stahl recovered CCP’s third fumble,
the offense began inside the
Red Devils’ territory. Two
personal fouls on Chaminade
put SLUH on the eight-yard
line. With 5:10 remaining in
the game, Batschelett found
junior receiver David Jackson
in the end zone with a beautiful fade pass. A blocked PAT

made the game 13-6.
SLUH got the ball back
with 3:35 left, but couldn’t
score.
“We had opportunities,”
Kornfeld said. “I’ve always
told the kids, winning and losing on the high school level is
a very fine line, and we found
that out on Friday night.”
Offensively, the Jr. Bills
struggled, amassing only 98
total yards of offense, with the
majority of it coming through
the passing game.
“Probably the fact that
we had trouble running the
ball (was the most frustrating) because I’d say running
our ball is our identity,” said
senior offensive tackle Max
Kavy. “We couldn’t really get
anything going in the run
game.”
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Cross country finds success at Forest Park

photo | Mrs. Kathy Chott

SwimBills break
records, look ahead
(continued from page 6)

Senior Luke Twardowski
achieved his personal best in
the 100 Breaststroke.
“I felt like a wild tuna out
there,” he said.
Coming up, the SwimBills have a dual meet against
rival Parkway West on Thursday. SLUH is hoping to avenge
last year’s only dual meet loss,

7

which came against Parkway
West.
The SwimBills will also
be competing in the De Smet
Invitational this Saturday
at the Rec Plex in St. Peters.
Once again, the team will split
into two squads, SLUH Blue
and SLUH White, but this
time both will compete at the
same meet.

XC V2 finishes 9th
The Varsity II cross country team raced in the
Parkway Central Invitational last night and finished
9th of sixteen teams.

Betwixt Famington and Kearney, the SLUH varsity racers ready themselves before the Forest Park XC Festival begins.

(continued from page 6)

fifth man. The spread between
SLUH’s first and fifth racers
was 38 seconds.
“I was happy with the
one to five spread. With the
team that close together, we
are right where we should be,”
said Porter.
In his second varsity
race ever, junior Billy Balossi
stepped up as SLUH’s sixth
man. He ran a time of 16:49
a PR by 1:50 that earned him

46th place overall.
“He went in as our eighth
guy, but we weren’t terribly
surprised that he ran such
a great race,” said assistant
coach Tom Flanagan.
“It’s great to have Billy
back on the team after he
played soccer last season,” said
Sullivan. “He ran a nice race,
and he’s going to be a great
help to the team.”
Junior Joe Butler ran
17:27 and finished 92nd over-

all, and senior Shayn Jackson,
who fell at the beginning of
the race, ran 17:39 and finished 117th overall.
The team’s ninth man,
sophomore William Kelly, did
not finish the race.
The varsity roster has
changed between the past two
races. “We have more than
seven really fit people, which
is a good problem to have,”
said Sullivan.
The team is looking

Seniors lead soccer scoring this week
(continued from page 6)

However, the SLUH defense
was able to crush the Webster
hope; the SLUH wall stopped
the kick. The clock ran out before the Statesmen got control
of the ball again outside the
box, leaving the Bills with a
2-1 win.
“The guys found a way
to get the goal,” said Martel.
“They’ve been doing that all
year. It was a really solid effort,
and they did a great job rewarding themselves for their
hard work.”
The Soccerbills faced
Vianney on Wednesday at
SLUH, having beat them just
days earlier in the CBC Tournament.
The Griffins struck first

with a quick goal in the 15th
minute with a goal redirected
by a Vianney forward from a
free kick near the SLUH half
line.
The Soccerbills found
their luck five minutes later.
Junior captain Matt Frein
placed a good ball to senior
Elliot Boerding, who held up
two Vianney defenders long
enough for senior captain
Elias Asres to sneak up for a
breakaway pass from Boerding. Asres chipped a shot that
Vianney’s goaltender tipped
into the net, leaving the score
at 1-1.
Senior Cort Held kicked
a cross, which was deflected
by another player that went
narrowly over the net.

In the second half, both
teams repeatedly got caught
in the middle of the field and
struggled with turnovers.
Vianney broke through
and put one in the SLUH net
in the 34th minute, leaving
Vianney with a 2-1 win.
“It could’ve gone either
way,” said Martel. “I think we
got better chances, but they
were able to get the goal. In
the second half, Vianney controlled the ball better, and
they got the goal. I’m not worried about the one loss; we’ve
started off great this season,
and I’m really happy.”
The Soccerbills continue
their season tomorrow at
SLUH at 2 p.m. The team will
play St. Dominic High School
from O’Fallon, Mo.
photo | Patrick Enderle

ahead and focusing on continuing to improve.
“We are really looking to
be in top fitness by the end of
the season and going into the
post-season with districts and
sectionals,” said Porter.
A second varsity team
of seven underclassmen racers competed at the Parkway
Central Invitational yesterday.
“It’s all about gaining varsity race experience for these
guys,” said Porter.

Joe Laughlin

18:00

17th

William Kelly

18:11

22nd

Jake Lepak

18:28

34th

Cade Dernlan

19:07

49th

Ethan McIntyre

19:42

66th

Thomas Leeker

19:54

77th

McCarthy notches 400th win

photo | Patrick Enderle

JV soccer coach Tom McCarthy coached his 400th win on Wednesday at the Hillsboro Tournament. McCarthy has coached for 30 years on the B, C, and JV level. Above,
McCarthy fires up the team during half time against Gibault earlier this season.

Football crushes De Smet
photo | Patrick Enderle

Senior Andre Colvin breaks past De Smet’s defense in last night’s game.

Senior Elias Asres takes a shot on goal during Monday night’s game against Webster.

The Jr. Bills’ football team crushed De Smet’s last night, 49-7. With two pick sixes
from senior Bryan Edwards and 128 yards on six catches from junior birthday-boy David Jackson, the Bills flashed aces on both sides of the ball, ravaging the Spartans defense
in a second quarter wingding as they scored five touchdowns and improved their season
record to 2-1 in the MCC, 3-1 on the year.
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Thursday, September 11

Pax Christi discussed the
six points of the vow of nonviolence and introduced new
members. For those who were
returning, they renewed their
vow, and new members made
it for the first time. They also
talked about the execution of
Earl Ringo that occurred on
Wednesday, Sept. 10, and how
Missouri has had the most
(eight) executions in 2014.
Freshman
Pastoral
Team chose the theme for the
first class Mass on Oct. 3 and
read through the readings for
that day.

Minutes

pairing structural issues for
the main system. Their first
can rack is complete, while
can rack two is currently in
the construction process.
Sophomore
Pastoral
Team met to finalize plans for
its class Mass today, and also
discussed plans for two ser-

Poetry Club member
Jake Lepak read “I Knew a
Woman” by Theodore Roethke, member Kevin Thomas
read “Abandoned Farmhouse”
by Ted Kooser, co-moderator
Terry Quinn read “Autumn
Begins in Martins Ferry,
Ohio” by James Wright, and
co-moderator Chuck Hussung read “October Trees” by
Melissa Range.
Robotics worked on its
vending machine by starting
to build the robotic arm for
choosing a beverage and re-

Friday, September 19

tion issues in the city of St.
Tuesday, September 16
Louis to the plan for the renoStudents for Life dis- vation of the I-64, Clayton,
cussed the recent pro-life and Skinker intersection near
legislation, had members of Forest Park.
the club talk about their experiences from seeing the Wednesday, September 17
execution of Earl Ringo and
Dave Steward, CEO
going to a pro-life conversa- and Chairman of the Board
tion seminar, planned for the of World Wide Technologies
(WWT), came to SLUH to
Photo | Nolen Doorack give a presentation to the faculty and students. See page 8
of this week’s Prep News.
Thursday, September 18

Monday, September 15

Moderator of the Students for Life Dr. David Callon presents at Tuesday’s meeting.

vice projects on Sept. 20, one
at St. Vincent de Paul and one
in Ferguson.
The Admissions Ambassadors practiced for their high
school night presentations for
this past week.

upcoming SLUH Day for Life,
and gave a brief March for Life
overview.
SLUH-PAC had a guest,
Scott Ogilvie, one of the members of the St. Louis Board of
Aldermen, come in to answer
questions. Ogilvie discussed
everything from transporta-

Pax Christi invited guest
Marie Andrews, a board
member at Catholic Action
Network for Social Justice, to
talk about her line of work
and answer questions. Catholic Action Network for Social
Justice is a 15-year-old organization of Catholics seeking
peace and justice for women,
LGBTQ brothers and sisters,
and people affected by racism
and economic inequality.
Freshman
Pastoral
Team chose people for specific roles in the Mass, and the
liturgical music group chose
the music for Oct. 3.
—Compiled by Sam Chechik,
Leo Heinz, and Emanuel Parker.

Students rally in extended food drive and meet goal
(continued from page 1)
great job, though. Especially
because this was her first time”
as coordinator, said senior
pastoral team vice president
Brian Luzcak.
The mood surrounding
the Food Drive turned somber last week after the death of
Connor Lewis, which shifted
attention from the drive. As
a result, Beugg extended the
drive into this week.
“It really shifted the tone,
too,” said Beugg. “It no longer
seemed appropriate to emphasize the competition aspect.”
As a result, there
were no posters or a trailer

this year, leaving only a prayer
service to advertise the event.
However, the extension
also worked in Campus Ministry’s favor, as only 8,000
points had been tallied as of
last Thursday, nearly 17,000
short of their goal.
But despite the slow
start, the school rallied this
week. By the time Wednesday
rolled around, President David Laughlin noticed that the
shortfall was down to $288,
and unexpectedly extended
the drive an extra day hoping
to bridge the gap. The school
raised $912 Thursday morning to exceed the goal by over
1,000 points.

One of the most notable
donations made was by an
anonymous student who donated $2,000 of his own money in honor of Connor Lewis
and the service he had done in
years’ past.
“I
was
particularly
touched by it,” said Beugg. “Although it wasn’t a part of the
class competition, it did apply
to the total.”
Campus Ministry was
glad for the drive’s success
and what it means to Shalom
House, the largest beneficiary,
where students cook an average of eight times a month.
The drive also provides food
for kitchens at Sts. Peter and
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Paul and Karen House.
“The food that comes
to Shalom House serves the
37 women on site and also
serves the women who graduated from transitional housing programs,” said Shalom
House service coordinator
Julia Lucas. “Without the food
donations, Shalom House
would have to spend money
that could instead be used for
treatment.”
Vitellaro said, “It feels really good to say, ‘It happened.
It didn’t feel like it was going
to happen, but it did.’”

Photos from the week…

Schedule R
Hillsboro Tournament (JV Soccer) (through Saturday)
MC Honduran Project
Senior Kairos Retreat
AP
Sophomore Class Mass
Bellarmine University (KY)—M106
Southern Methodist University (TX)—M108
Stetson University (FL)—M110
Snack—Pizza Sticks
Lunch Special—Chicken Bacon Ranch
Vegetarian—Macaroni and Cheese

Saturday, September 20
10am
12pm
2pm
3pm

St. Dominic (C Soccer)
St. Dominic (B Soccer)
St. Dominic (V Soccer)
@ De Smet Invitational (V Swim)

Sunday, September 21
12pm

KEEN

Monday, September 22

Schedule R
Emergency Drills—Fire
Litugical Music Practice
Avila University (MO)—M106
Fontbonne University (MO)—M108
Lindenwood University (MO)—M112
Valpraiso University (IN)—M110
Snack—Mini Tacos
4:30pm @ Mehlville (JV Soccer)
Lunch Special—Philly Cheesesteak
Vegetarian—Spanish Rice
AP

Tuesday, September 23

Block Schedule
AP
Snack—Chicken Giggles
12:43pm DePaul University (IL)—M108)
Illinois Wesleyan University (IL)—M116
Rhodes College (TN)—M106
2:45pm Litgical Music Practice
4pm
@ Lafayette (V Swim)
4:15pm @ Eureka (C Soccer)
6pm
Kirkwood @ CYC Tournament (V Soccer)
Lunch Special—Hand-Breaded Tenders

Wednesday, September 24

Block Schedule
Parent Network Speaker @ De Smet
AP
Activity Period Mass
Snack—Bosco Sticks
12:43pm Benedictine College (KS)—M106
University of Dayton (OH)—M108
4pm
Vianney (JV Soccer)
6:30pm Financing a College Education Program—Library
7pm
Financial Aid
7:45pm Oakville @ CYC Tournament (V Soccer)
Lunch Special—Toasted Ravioli
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese
Thursday, September 25
Schedule R
Mix-It-Up Lunch
AP
Junior Class Mass
University of Kentucky (KY)—M110
Washington University of St. Louis (MO)—M112
Snack—Mini Corn Dogs
4pm
Vianney (C Soccer)
4:15pm Belleville West @ CYC Tournament (V Soccer)
Lunch Special—Papa John’s Pizza
Vegetarian—Black Bean Burger

Friday, September 26

Faculty In-Service
Reunion Weekend (through Saturday)
Begin Tech Week/Dry Teach (through October 2)
4:30pm Granite City (C Soccer)
6pm
CYC Tournament Semifinal (V Soccer)
7pm
@ Parkway South (V Football)

Technology firm
founder visits SLUH
(continued from page 1)

Clockwise starting at top left: STUCO moderators Mrs. Danielle Harrison and Mrs. Katherine Toussaint watch a football game
with Toussaint’s daughter. (Photo Alix Sexton-Warner) Mr. John Mueller on the morning of his birthday, September 18. (Photo
Nolen Doorack) Campus Minister Meg Beugg leads a group of students into the old cafeteria one morning during the Food Drive.
(Photo Patrick Enderle) Fr. Marco in the midst of a frustrating SLUH Football game, somewhere behind Kornfeld. (Photo Leo
Heinz)

the challenge of staying faithful in a capitalist world to possible
investment in the St. Louis Rams.
“I thought that he had some pretty profound things to say,”
said junior Michael Brennan. “It was good to hear someone saying that honesty and hard work have their reward.”
“I thought the speech felt kind of scripted in a way,” said
senior Kevin Thomas. “But I think it was great of Steward to give
us copies of his book and to come out and talk to us about how
he has brought his faith into the business world.”
“I really hope I connected with the students because that was
the most important objective I had,” said Steward. “It’s important
for me to pass on to the next generation the blessing of the Scripture and how it comes alive in their lives and in my life as well.”
“Whether it was from his Christian witness or personal
background of listening to how he grew up and the obstacles he’s
overcome to the type of success that his company is having all
over the world, I certainly think there were takeaways from a lot
of perspectives people could have had,” said Laughlin.
Laughlin gave Steward The Jesuit Guide to (Almost) Everything by Fr. James Martin S.J., along with a ceramic Jr. Billiken
and a SLUH apparel item as a token of thanks for talking to the
school.
—Sam Chechik contributed reporting.

