Sexton,’78, and Beugg, ’81, up for Academy Awards
Alums nominated for Children of Men and Little Miss Sunshine

Kingsley Uwalaka
Reporter

S

t. Louis U. High will be well represented at the 79th Academy Awards on
Feb. 25. Michael Beugg, ’81, and Timothy Sexton, ’78, are the first Jr. Bills to be
nominated for Oscars.
Beugg is one of two executive producers for Little Miss Sunshine, starring Steve
Carell, Greg Kinnear, and Toni Collette. The
film is nominated for Best Motion Picture
along with several other individual nominations. Little Miss Sunshine will be shown
after school today in 220c.
Sexton is nominated for Best Adapted
Screenplay for his work on Children of Men,

starring Michael Caine, Julianne Moore, and
Clive Owen.
“They were good students but very bizarre,” remembered Fine Arts teacher Joseph
Schulte.
Buegg’s interest in theater began senior
year when he joined the “intimidating” Dauphin Players. He also led several activities
while at SLUH, such as Senior Follies. He
continued his education at Stanford, where
he delved into writing, directing, and producing.
“I found work anywhere I could take it,”
said Beugg, who wrote and acted in many
short films until he was given an opportunity to produce a movie for an old friend

Senior Project Ceremony
Photo by Matt Hubbard

Joe Castellano, ’71, speaks to
the student body on Tuesday at
the Senior Project ceremony.
Castellano was Student Council President at SLUH in 1971
when Senior Project was first
created by a group of students.
Student speakers included
Charlie Diehl, Jake Kessler,
Sean Scott, John Hussung, and
Ricky Hudson. The ceremony
also featured a slideshow of
pictures sent in by seniors of
them at their project sites.

and fellow SLUH alum, director George
Hickenlooper, ’82.
Buegg brought his family to Los Angeles
where he helped produce Slingblade, which
was later submitted to the Sundance Film
Festival. His later projects include work on
America’s Most Wanted, Dogtown, and Thank
You for Smoking.
As executive producer, Buegg was responsible for the film’s budget. The actors’
contracts and their comfort were his concern
as well as scheduling, equipment, location
for filming, financing, and bank loans.
“Every day was hard work, but I find it

see OSCAR, 10

Six seniors
named Presidential
Scholar Candidates

Matt Bettonville
Reporter

S

ix St. Louis U. High students were
named candidates for the United States
Presidential Scholars Program. Seniors
Jerry Lakin, Micah Manary, Christian
Ronzio, Tim Ryan, Tom Tandler, and Dan
Viox are among more than 2,700 seniors
nationwide chosen as candidates.
The Presidential Scholars Program was
established in 1964 by Executive Order of the
President under President Lyndon Johnson.
At the first meeting of the program, President
Johnson stated that the program was not
just a reward for excellence, but a means of
nourishing excellence.
The program says that its mission is “to
recognize and honor some of our Nation’s
most distinguished graduating high school
seniors.” The program, one of the nation’s

see SCHOLARSHIPS, 10
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Mueller, Hagan, Fiore win freshman elections
Jack Newsham
Reporter

A

fter a week of campaigning and primaries, the freshman class elected its
officers last Monday.
Last Friday, when the primaries were
held, a mob unrepresentative of the mediocre 71 percent of freshmen who voted in
both elections gathered outside the STUCO
room to hear the results of their post-lunch
voting.
Kevin Mueller and Kevin McAuliffe
emerged as the presidential candidates,
beating out Chad Carson, Misha Digman,
Marcus Wright, and Will Bufe.
Bufe was known for his fliers, claiming a
celebrity endorsement by Bob Barker, and the
election’s largest publicity stunt. “I brought
in 107 cookies,” said Bufe, “and they were

all gone in ten minutes.”
The presidential race held Monday
ended with Kevin Mueller winning the office
of freshman class president.
The runoffs for pastoral rep, a hotlycontested race, ended with Stephen Hof and
Jamie Hagan winning more votes than Max
Sommers, Joseph Quinlan, Chris Bachmann,
and Quin Thames.
During speeches held during Monday’s
activity period, Hof cited friendships with Jesus, Vin Diesel, and Lindsay Lohan, making
this race “particularly close,” said STUCO
moderator Brock Kesterson.
However, Hagan’s promises of new
ideas, his goal of getting to know the electorate and keeping them informed, and new
plans for masses and prayer services gave him
a close victory and the position of freshman
pastoral representative.

Finally, the position of social rep was
the least-contested position, with candidates
Peter Fiore, David Kirner, and Tim Kuensting
skipping a primary and holding a final vote
in a three-candidate field on Monday.
	On Monday, Kirner spoke of his record
of school spirit and intramural participation
and Kuensting recounted the teamwork
and communication required on a recent
backpacking trip, realating it to the class of
2010. Fiore’s speech about being “the next
Mark J. Zinn, maybe even the next Griffin
Lowry” and promises of an effort in bringing
Ramen back to the cafeteria and “more study
periods” got him the votes needed to become
the freshman social representative.
Homeroom representative elections are
scheduled for today, though some took place
yesterday.

roadblock in April, when Kingshighway
is reduced from three lanes to two in each
direction. According to Director of Admissions Craig Hannick, this change will force
some students from places like North City
to take alternative routes to get to school.
The lane closures will slow school-day
drives for some motorists. Perhaps more
importantly, they will give SLUH a taste of
the upcoming I-64 construction.
“We’ll have a chance to see how (a
closure) affects various traffic patterns, and
to gather opinions from students in preparation for next year,” said Principal Mary
Schenkenberg.
Larger problems face SLUH drivers next
year, as a stretch of western I-64 from just
west of Spoede Road to I-170 closes in both
directions. The construction will flip in 2009
when Gateway Constructors completes this
section and begins work on the eastern part of
I-64, from I-170 to just east of Kingshighway.
Work on I-64 is scheduled to finish by Dec.
31, 2009; until then, many drivers will have
to seek alternate routes to school and back.
SLUH is gathering opinions on the many
adjustments that could be made to assist its
community through the next three years.
President David Laughlin has been holding
administrative meetings about once a month
for the past year to consider different strategies for the many combinations of closures

MODOT could enact.
	One of Laughlin’s intentions is to hold
focus groups with SLUH parents and possibly
student drivers. Vice President for Advancement Thom Digman is in the process of
organizing the parent groups, but the school
has no definitive timetable for when those
meetings will begin.
Schenkenberg reinforced Laughlin’s
student focus group idea, and mentioned
some products of the Instructional Council’s
brainstorming session about SLUH’s options
in handling the situation. Proposals ranged
from having activity period first to partnering
with Metro Bus of Metro Link to subsidize the
cost of public transportation for students.
“There was even (a proposal) to use a day
in April to challenge all of the students to try
alternate transportation to school, and reward
the participants with donuts. We could even
involve the faculty,” said Schenkenberg.
Schenkenberg also met with principals
from most of the soon-to-be affected area’s
Catholic high schools to discuss possible
scheduling changes. The most practical idea
entailed moving the school day up a half hour,
to 7:30 a.m. “This would allow our athletes
to avoid rush hour when they travel to afterschool games,” said Schenkenberg.
While the school is examining future
options, they will not yet make any plans

SLUH commuters face Hanley, Kingshighway changes
Peter Mackowiak
Core Staff

T

he Missouri Department of Transportation (MODOT) will commence the
first phase of its three-year reconstruction
of Interstate 64 (Highway 40) this month
by demolishing houses in Sheridan Hills
to make way for a new I-170 to I-64 interchange. Although any mention of the
project is likely to be accompanied by
groans and gripes from St. Louis U. High
motorists, this spring’s changes do not figure to dramatically affect trips to and from
school.
Gateway Constructors released its original rebuilding schedule on Jan. 22. The plan
demanded that ramps from both southbound
and northbound Hanley Road to westbound
I-64 be permanently closed in March.
However, after a request from St. Louis
County, the contractor agreed to postpone
the ramp closings to April (from southbound
Hanley) and June (from northbound Hanley).
Instead, the company will reduce a stretch of
I-170 from Galleria Parkway to I-64 to two
lanes in each direction. They will also close
ramps on the south side of Galleria Parkway
permanently.
These closures will be the first hindrances for SLUH motorists, especially those
commuting from North County.
SLUH drivers will face their second

see FORTY, 10

February 2, 2007

Opinion

Letters to the Editors



Kloster, ’06, responds to Nappier, ’04, thanks
Samson about academics Harrison for service
To the Editors:
I am responding to Henry Samson’s letter in the January 19 issue
regarding how well SLUH prepares students for college. I don’t
disagree with Mr. Samson, but the college experience he described
surprised me because of how starkly it contrasted with my first
semester in college. Often I’ve heard people ahead of me in school
describe college to be as academically difficult as high school or
easier, but so far college has been much more difficult for me than
high school was.
As with anything, how difficult college (and high school)
is depends on so many variables: which teachers you get, what
school you attend, how well you want to do, the level and number
of classes you take, and any extracurriculars you have. College is
not necessarily harder or easier than high school; it depends on how
difficult you make your high school education and what you do with
your time in college. Rich Moran once wrote in a letter to the Prep
News that SLUH is only “academically rigorous,” as SLUH’s mission statement says, for those who take a heavy course load, try to
maintain a very high GPA, or have taxing commitments in addition
to schoolwork. I made my high school experience very difficult
because of the classes I took, the GPA I wanted, and the clubs I
worked with. Despite how difficult SLUH was for me, college has
been more demanding even though I have much more time with
only 12.5 hours of class per week and fewer activities I’m involved
with. Although I gained a lot at SLUH, performing in college the
way I did at SLUH has been much more strenuous.
I absolutely loved my time at SLUH, but I fear that SLUH’s
“academically rigorous” reputation skews students’ view of college.
From my one semester of experience, it seems that you can’t expect
to do as well in college as you did in high school without putting
at least a comparable effort in. If you give the effort that SLUH
expects of you, you’ll be ready for college, but performing the way
your college expects you to probably won’t be any easier.

To the Editors:
I wish to express my mixed emotions upon receiving news that Father
Jeff Harrison will be leaving SLUH at the end of the year. This is an
opportunity for him that will challenge him in new ways, but one
that I know will be fulfilling. I strongly believe that there exists no
more qualified and gifted person for the assignment.
However, I say I have mixed emotions because few individuals
have made such a difference to my life than Father Harrison, and
I know that I am not alone amongst SLUH alumni and students in
saying that his departure will be an unfortunate loss to the community. His work with Senior Project and Senior Follies has touched
every student for the past 11 years. He is the penultimate example
of a person for others.
However, for me I will remember him as a mentor and a friend.
Although I never took his United States History class, he may have
taught me more about the world than any course possibly could have.
He helped shape me in a period in my life when who I am was not
as clear. He continues to teach me how to be a responsible, loving,
passionate citizen of the world. To say I am blessed to know him
understates the profound impact he has on my life.
Now, as he prepares himself for a new challenge, we should as
a community applaud and thank him. As a SLUH graduate himself,
Father Harrison is worthy of our highest praises. I can think of no
greater model for future graduates. Thank you for the gifts you have
shared with me, my classmates, and everyone you touched while at
SLUH. Best of luck Padre on your journeys to come.

Kyle Kloster ‘06

To the Editors:
Something has been bothering me over the past several weeks and
after last Friday, I feel I must address the issue. My concern is with
the dwindling school spirit at SLUH basketball games. Ever since
my first days as a Jr. Bill, I’ve felt proud of the fact that win or lose,
we’re always supportive of our teams. For the few who attended
last Friday’s home game against Jefferson City, you understand
where I’m coming from. Finding myself sitting virtually alone in the
student section, I couldn’t help but wonder why are so few attending
a Friday night home game? I don’t think it’s the quality of play, as
our team has been playing some of their best ball of the year. Geno
McNeil is the top guard in the MCC and arguably one the best in
the area. Mr. Wehner had to direct the 25 or so Jeff City students
away from our student section prior to the game, as it was

Stumpf thanks SLUH for gift

To the SLUH Community,
Thank you so much for the monetary gift you gave us to help us out
after our house fire. What a surprise we had when my sister came
home with the two envelopes. It was overwhelming.
After the trauma we experienced, it was reassuring to know
there were people ready to help us out. We truly appreciate what
you, as a school, did for us. Please continue to pray that God will
watch over us and continue to bless us. May all of you be filled with
many of God’s blessings.
The Jesuit motto of service is truly evident at SLUH.
The Stumpf Family
Joe Sr. ’70, Sue, Vicki, Joe

Paul Nappier, ‘04

Fechter, ’08, questions
spirit at basketball games

see FECHTER, 5
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Federal Reserve awards three S L U H t r a c k
seniors for economics essays named Outdoor
Christian Ronzio
Core Staff

T

hree of St. Louis U. High’s rising
economists recently placed first, third,
and fourth out of 45 participants in the St.
Louis Federal Reserve Bank’s “Hot Topics
in the News” economics essay contest.
“The essays were judged by a group
of established economists on the economic
accuracy and themes of the paper, as well
as how the terms were integrated into the
writing,” said AP Economics teacher Peggy
Pride.
Three SLUH students won prizes. Senior
Joel Schmidt came in first, winning a $500
savings bond for his essay entitled “The
Economic Benefits of Stem Cell Research In
Missouri.” According to Schmidt, Missouri
stands to benefit enormously if stem cell
research proves effective.
“Doing the essay definitely taught me
that economics can be considered in every
situation,” said Schmidt.
Fellow seniors John Neill and Ray
Kreienkamp came in third and fourth, re-

spectively. Neill received a $200 bond for his
essay “Economics and Professional Sports.”
Kreienkamp tackled a similar issue with his
paper on “The Major League Baseball Free
Agent Market” and won a $100 bond.
“I had never thought of baseball in that
light before,” said Kreienkamp. “Even so, it
was really interesting.”
The contest is designed for students to
delve deeper into the economics of everyday
life as they write a three- to four-page research
paper about a topic of their choice.
This year’s challenge was to “pick out a
favorite topic in the news and put together a
short paper describing how economics affects
that issue,” according to the Federal Reserve
Bank.
Pride first introduced the idea to her
students during economics classes in November.
“It is something that I have done every
year for the past several years now,” said
Pride, who also offers extra credit to students
as an incentive to participate. According to

see MILTON, 12

Migneco, ’78, named
Veterinarian of the Year
Kevin Casey
Core Staff

E

d Migneco, ’78, is still living St. Louis U. High’s motto of being a “man
for others” every day, even after graduating from SLUH 29 years ago. The “others” he is serving, though, are not those
whom we usually think of when we hear
that phrase.
Migneco has been recognized as the
national Veterinarian of the Year by the Hartz
Mountain Corporation, a leading manufacturer and marketer of pet care products in
the U.S. and Canada.
According to Hartz’s webpage, www.
hartz.com, “The program was created in
2001 to ‘honor veterinarians who have
demonstrated an outstanding commitment to
patients, their families, and their communities.’” The company “received thousands
of nominations from individuals seeking
recognition for their veterinarian’s outstand-

ing contributions.”
“I did not know that I had been nominated,” said Migneco. “My staff nominated
me … as a surprise. It was very nice.”
The award’s criteria are centered on
community service. “They were looking for
veterinarians who are really involved in what
they call community outreach programs,”
explained Migneco.
Migneco was eventually notified about
his nomination when the judges had narrowed
the candidates down to ten finalists. He had
to answer questions outlining the different
programs his practice volunteers for.
Migneco owns the Hillside Animal Hospital located at Manchester and Macklind,
just around the corner from SLUH. Besides
regular veterinarian clinic duties, he and his
staff participate in several charity-related
animal programs.
“The biggest one we work with is called

see MIGNECO, 12

Track Facility
of the Year

Tom O’Keefe
Reporter

T

he St. Louis U. High track facility was
presented the 2006 Outdoor Track Facility of the Year Award in recognition of
Excellence in Design and Construction.
The American Sports Builders Association gave this national award to Defargo
Sports Surfaces, Inc., on Dec. 4 for its
work on building the track. This award is
the third that a SLUH V2K facility has received this school year.
While the award recognizes the quality
of the SLUH track, it is also a testimony to
the teamwork of the project’s contractors,
including Defargo and Tarlton Construction
Co.
“We were able to complete this project
only through cooperation and teamwork,”
said Director of Facilities Patrick Zarrick.
“Despite the adversity and challenges (we)
faced, we have an award-winning facility
that will benefit our student community both
now and for years to come.”
The primary obstacles to the project were
the time constraints and building within the
confines of an urban industrial area.
“Two people in particular (were critical)
in the completion of the project,” said Zarrick.
“Herm Wilson, (a former collegiate track
coach and sales specialist with Defargo),
provided us with invaluable information.
Also, the work of (Defargo foreman) Fermin
Mendez and his crew was one of the best examples of (synergy) that I’ve ever seen.”
Zarrick was informed of the award on
Jan. 1. “To think that we created this complex
under such challenging conditions for the
students’ use in the spring of ’06 speaks to
the dedication and commitment of not only
SLUH, but all of the construction companies
involved,” he said.
The award is currently displayed in the
main entrance in the Jesuit wing alongside
the Keystone Construction and Spirit of St.
Louis awards.

Sports

Basketbills end non-conference play with loss
Fall to Jefferson City Jays, 54-49
February 2, 2007

Dave Auffenberg
Reporter

T

he St. Louis U. High basketball team
faced off against the Jays of Jefferson
City at home last Friday. Looking to rebound after a loss at Gateway Tech, the
Tayonbills started out strong and looked
to be in good shape for an easy win. Behind a solid half from Geno McNeil, the
Rossbills took a 29-17 lead into halftime.
Unfortunately, the second half brought
bad tidings upon the Sabonisbills. Early in
the third quarter, McNeil and a Jays player
got into a scuffle that resulted in a technical
foul for the Jr. Bills’ guard. After shooting his

free throws from the previous play, McNeil
was removed from the game. With their point
guard sitting on the bench, junior Ben Evans
shouldered the load as the SteveKerrbills
tried to finish off a quality non-conference
win.
However, as the second half wore on,
the Jays crept back into the game, eventually
gaining the lead with little time remaining in
the fourth quarter. Despite a valiant effort,
the Jr. Bills took the loss in a tough 54-49
decision. Evans led the team with 10 points
and 9 boards.
McNeil described the game as a “disappointing loss,” but added, “We’ll be ready

Chessbills miss out on playoffs
Dan Geisman
Reporter

behind on time by nearly 20 minutes, causing
him to lose his match.
he Chessbills’ playoff hopes ended
At the first board, freshman Peter Harthis week after a devastating 23-7 loss ris faced one of his toughest opponents all
to John Burroughs, the number one team year. Harris attempted to sacrifice pieces for
in the league.
a quick checkmate but was unable to corner
At board five, junior Josh Dripps went his opponent. He eventually fell behind in
up a pawn early but was unable to press his both material and time, and was unable to
advantage and eventually had to settle for stop a pawn promotion by his opponent,
a draw, accounting for two of the Jr. Bills’ ending the meet as well as the Chessbills’
seven points.
playoff hopes.
At board four, junior Dan Geisman had
Over the previous weekend, the Pawnthe only win of the
pushers traveled
day by promoting
t o L i n d b e rg h
a passed pawn
High School for
to checkmate his
a multi-school
opponent.
chess meet, placAt board
ing a respectable
three, junior Steve
tenth among high
Schumacher was
school teams.
able to stay even
The star of the
with his opponent
day was Ebel,
for much of his
who finished the
game but eventuday 3-1, with his
(From left) Junior Stephen Schumacher, freshman Joe Ebel,
ally succumbed
only loss coming
and freshman Peter Harris duke it out in an epic chess match
to his opponent’s
to the player who
versus John Burroughs as a Rubix cube looks on.
attack.
went on to win his bracket. Geisman went
Schumacher summed up the team’s 2-1-1, while Harris, Schumacher, sophomore
feelings: “It was a disappointing end to the Andrew Conner, and junior Mike Watt all
season, but I think we’ll have a strong team went 2-2, giving the Chessbills a total of 9.5
next year.”
points.
At board two, freshman Joe Ebel was
Come silently cheer the Rookbills on at
even with his opponent for much of the game Edwardsville this Wednesday as they try to
but was forced to play hastily after falling win their last meet of the year.

T

photo by matt Hubbard

for Chaminade.”
The loss concluded 2006-07 non-conference play for the Barbosabills, but they
have four MCC games remaining. They
begin the four-game stretch against a talented
Chaminade team tonight at home at 7 p.m.
The four seniors—McNeil, Joe Anderson,
Andre Craig, and Jack Kelly—will all be
honored prior to the game as part of Senior
Night.
If they beat the Red Devils, the Jr. Bills
will remain in the hunt for the MCC title.
Come watch the seniors battle it out for
revenge after a disheartening loss to CCP
earlier this year.

Fechter
(from 3)
empty 10 minutes before tip off. Maybe
that will help explain my frustration as to
why there were only about 15 of us in the
student section Friday night. It wasn’t until
the second quarter that we temporarily recruited another 15 or so freshmen from the
band to allow us to outman the visiting Jeff
City student section.
I could understand if this was an isolated
incident, but unfortunately it has become
the norm. You would think that our students
would have shown up in force against our
conference rival two weeks ago at CBC. It’s
too bad that only a small number of us got to
witness the Jr. Bills defeat the Cadets by 16
in their gym. I’m sure they will bring a crowd
as they seek revenge here at SLUH next
week, not to mention the crowds our other
MCC foes will bring to the three remaining
conference games. Last year, Connor Cole
and the rest of the crew would be anxiously
awaiting the prospect of four intense rivalry
games closing out the last two weeks of the
regular season. If we don’t rise to the occasion and support our team at this crucial
part of the season, then our embarrassing
crowd support will not honor and respect
the tradition that is SLUH.
Jared Fechter ‘08
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Racquetbills defeat Longhorns, remain undefeated
Drew Burkemper
Reporter

T

he St. Louis U. High racquetball team
added another win to its undefeated
record on Tuesday with a 6-1 victory over
the Parkway West Longhorns. The match
secured the league title for the Jr. Bills
with two matches remaining.
The day started with an easy win at No.
6 for Steve Baer. His match lasted a mere
fifteen minutes. Baer focused on the attack
as he dominated en route to a 15-2, 15-5 win.
Baer ran his record to 3-0 at No. 6.
Also winning early was the doubles
team of Dean Hunter and Todd Swift. They
struggled in the first game, though.
“Everything was up or in the middle,”
said Hunter. “It was ugly.”
Still, the duo emerged from the ugliness
with a 15-12 win. The second game was
much smoother. The shots were lower and the
placement was better en route to a 15-1 win.
Swift and Hunter (8-0) are undefeated and
solidified their spot as the top seed heading
into the state tournament.
Unfortunately, a loss weaseled its way
into the day for the Racquetbills. The big
ugly “L” slew No. 2 Drew Burkemper in

what was described as a “bi-polar racquetball
match” by several teammates.
The match began with Burkemper going down 14-3 before battling back to 14-8
and then a 15-8 first game loss. The second
game was excellent. Burkemper focused
on placement and shot selection, executing
when necessary and winning 15-8.
That was the high. The tiebreaker was
ugly. Burkemper forced shots and looked
as if he never wanted to set foot on a court
again. He left with an 11-4 loss, his second
of the season. The loss caused Burkemper
(5-2) to lose his top ranking in the No. 2 seed
bracket.
Across the hall in his own tight battle
was No. 3 junior Ray Godefroid. Godefroid,
playing against an opponent over a foot and
a half taller, attempted to pass his lengthy
adversary for most of the match. This was
not a smart strategy because his opponent
could reach from one wall to the other with
a single step. Still, Godefroid eked out a
15-14, 15-11 win. Godefroid is now 4-3 for
the season.
Junior Joe Hoffman had an unusually
tough day at the No. 4 seed. Having dominated nearly all matches this season, Hoffman

was challenged for only the second time.
He easily won the first game 15-5, but then
the trouble began. After slightly rolling his
ankle, Hoffman began to slow in the court.
He served for the match in the second game
but lost the point and the game, 14-15. The
tiebreaker was close, but in the end Hoffman
(7-0) used his tremendous skill and athleticism to pull out a tough 11-8 win.
Finishing next was captain Ben Brooks.
In his most complete match of the season,
Brooks played intelligently and hit well
nearly every shot he took. Brooks never gave
his opponent a chance to rally or even get
into the match. It was all Brooks, who won
15-4, 15-6. Brooks (6-2) has the potential to
be the second seed at state.
The most exciting match of the day was
the last to finish. Junior Paul Marsek was
locked in a battle with an all-too-familiar
opponent. Battling weariness and the urge
to hit balls into the middle, Marsek fought
through three tough games. He won the first
game 15-13 but could not back it up in the
second game, losing 4-15.
The tiebreaker did not begin well.
Marsek gave up early points and looked

see DR. DREW, 14

Hockey loses to CBC, defeats FHC
Regular season concludes tonight
Matt Beezley
Reporter

T

he St. Louis U. High hockey team is
preparing for February and the Challenge Cup playoffs. The Jr. Bills played
top-ranked CBC last Friday, hoping to
come away with a win to get a higher seed
in the playoffs.
The Jr. Bills came out strong in front of
300-plus fans but suffered a setback when
the Cadets scored early in the first period.
“We just (had) to settle our nerves
down,” said assistant coach Ray Knapp. The
Icebills did settle down, resorting to their
2-1-2 offensive attack, applying pressure
on the CBC defense, and getting numerous
scoring chances, including two breakaways.
The Jr. Bills couldn’t seem to find the back of
the net, however, and ended the first period
trailing 1-0.

The Jr. Bills continued to play well lead to one.
against the Cadets, thanks to the dazzling perJust minutes later, the Stick-and-Puckformance of junior netminder Alex Effinger, bills found themselves on the power play
who kept CBC at
with a chance to
a one-goal lead.
tie the game with
Early in
just over two minthe third period,
utes in regulation.
however, the CaNot even halfway
det power play
through the man
overwhelmed the
advantage, the
SLUH penalty
Cadets delivered
kill, scoring their
the KO with a
first and only
shorthanded goal,
power play goal
sealing the deal at
of the night for a
3-1.
The Jr. Bills bring the puck up the ice
two-goal lead.
“If we can play
against CBC.
Despite the two-goal deficit, the Jr. Bills like we did (against CBC), we could really
never let up and finally scored their only goal do some damage in the playoffs,” said head
of the night late in the third period when coach Charlie Busenhart after the game.
Chris Place knocked in a rebound to cut the
see GOLLY, 14
photo by will Hartzler

Reflection

February 2, 2007



Senior Project Reflection: Giant Steps
A senior’s help through another’s eyes
Andrew Mueth
Features Editor

would like to learning. I really do love to learn. My favorite subject
is history, especially the presidents. I can identify every president’s
Editor’s note: All names were changed to keep the identity of the face on money, and I also like looking at maps and doing puzzles
students and teachers confidential.
of the United States.
My name is Joseph. I am twelve years old, and my birthday is
After snack time, Andrew plays State to State, one of my faSeptember 30. And I have autism. I spend my days at Giant Steps vorite games, with me. I draw cards when it is my turn and put the
School, where I have been going since I was five.
corresponding state magnet on the map. When it is Andrew’s turn,
Autism keeps me from being able to control myself. I cannot I look closely at the state cards I have already used and study state
move my hands to write
capitals, many of which I
very well, and I struggle
can recite from memory.
just to write short, simple
When the game is
sentences. I want to write
over, I’m ready for my famore quickly and neatly, and
vorite hobby.
I try, but my hands just won’t
“Ready to go play
move right. I get frustrated
basketball?” I ask Cathy, my
and smash my pencil on the
tutor, and Andrew, in a singtable. Immediately I know
song voice. I stand up and
what I did was not right.
start heading out of the room
“You broke the pencil,”
before Andrew reminds me
I say aloud to myself.
to put State to State back on
“Yes, you did break the
the shelf where it belongs.
pencil, Joe,” my sensory
Heading out into the
academics teacher Ashley
hall, I go to the occupational
replies as she takes it from
therapy room to get my
my hand. “Now, you need to
favorite black basketball,
get yourself under control,”
and Andrew grabs one, too.
she says calmly, “before I
I look at the writing on my
give you back this pencil.”
basketball like I do every day
I want to finish my
and read aloud, “Michael
workbook about Martin
Jordan,” tracing my finger
Luther King Jr., my favorite
over the words.
famous person and my hero.
“And the Bulls win!”
(I love to mimic his famous
I say quietly, mimicking the
words and tone: “I have a
voice of an announcer.
dream.”) Yes, Ashley, I want
Soon we are in the
to get under control. I will
gym, my favorite place at
do my best.
Giant Steps. As soon as I
She gives back the
am inside I run to the center
pencil, and I go sharpen it.
circle. “Tip off,” I declare to
I sit down next to Andrew,
Andrew, and I throw the ball
Andrew Mueth alongside Joe, his companion/fellow basketball player
during his Senior Project at Giant Steps.
the high school student who
up and catch it, winning the
has been hanging out with me for the last few weeks. I get back tip off as usual. I dribble quickly towards the basket, and Andrew
to work writing Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday and hometown. announces: “Jordan has the ball. He heads down the court, and
Finally I finish, and though I am happy, I need a break. It takes such SHOOTS! IT’S GOOD!”
intense concentration and hard work just to fill out a page of simple
“And the crowd goes wild!” he and I both say, and then both
answers that I go relax on the platform swing in Ashley’s room.
scream like the crowd would.
As a learning disability, autism sets me several years behind
For the next half-hour, Andrew and I shoot around. I work on
typically developing twelve year-olds. Many of my academic skills lay-ups and jump shots, and have Andrew try to make alley-oops,
are between the kindergarten and second grade levels, but that is because he looks funny when he does them.
largely because learning is such hard work that it wears me out, and
Andrew calls out shots to me. “Fade-away!” and I shoot.
my behavior problems keep me from spending as much time as I
see GIGANTIC STEPS, 8
photo used with permission from Andrew Mueth
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(from 7)
back doors which open to the outside and run up the hill screaming,
ing but—”
“Aww, SHIT! Shit!”
“Net,” I finish his sentence. But for the most part, I am quiet,
I run down the hill and slide down the mud on my knees. I feel
because as with writing, speech is much more an effort for me than a little better after getting all muddy, and I start feeling how cold it
for most twelve-year-olds. Right now, I would rather observe the is, so I run back inside the quiet room. But when I try to calm down,
world about which I worry continuously.
I get frustrated and throw myself into the boat. I start kicking the
For instance, I cannot stand it when someone arrives late, or metal plates on the wall and take off my shoes and throw them as
if I see someone later in the day than I expect. I especially worry hard as I can at the wall. I tear at a hole in my sock until it is ruined
about Cindy’s and Tom’s schedules, because they seem to be late and then kick some more. Cathy has locked the outside door with
all the time, and theirs are the two I cannot memorize. In addition a two-by-four and is holding the inside doors closed herself.
to having my own schedule memorized, I know the schedules of
I hate the quiet room, and I want to come out. I try to fling the
nearly all my classmates, and I get upset when they don’t follow door open again and again until Cathy orders, “Get in the boat,
their schedules.
Joe.”
Cathy says it is time to go, so I take one last shot, Andrew
I kick and scream over and over for I don’t know how long, as
counting down, “Three, two, one—” I make it at the buzzer, and mad as I can be about everything: Cindy coming late, my muddy
Andrew announcpants, my torn sock,
es, “And the Bulls
my ears that hurt
win! Michael Jordan
when I scream. Most
has done it again!
of all, I scream and
The Bulls are world
kick because I’m
champs!” Then he
mad I can’t control
asks me where we are
myself.
headed next. Doesn’t
After ten minutes
he know it’s time for
I quiet down enough
play with Pat?
to tell Cathy, “Are
	On the way to
you ready, Cathy?”
Pat’s room, I see
No, that’s not what I
Cindy walking into
meant. I try again.
the building. Why
“I’m ready go play
is she so late? I feel
with Pat, Cathy. ”I
myself losing contell her over and over
trol. I don’t want to
again, but I start to hit
get violent again, but
the door now.
I can’t stop myself.
“No, you aren’t,
I throw my
Joe. You have to
basketball hard at
show me you are
Cathy.
ready.”
Seniors (clockwise from top left) Nick Wilhelm, Sean Kickham, AJ Koller, Andrew Mueth, Sam Lay,
“Don’t throw
I
start
Sean Landgraf, Andrew Vatterott, and Carlo Reinoso, and Rosati Kain senior Sarah Hardy spent their
Senior Project working with autistic children at Giant Steps.
that at me. Do you
screaming again, but
want me to throw it at you?” she asks sternly.
not for long. I really want to come out of the quiet room, and it takes
I know she’s right, but I am so mad. “No. NO NO NAW NAW!” everything I have to slowly calm myself down. Finally, I tell Cathy,
I lose control of my speech now as well.
“I’m ready, Cathy.”
But Cindy is late!
“All right, thank you, Joe.” She opens the door.
Without warning, I fling my arms at Cathy, who after getting
I scan my eyes across the room, back and forth as I wiggle my
hit takes my wrists and starts walking me to the quiet room. I hate foot into my shoe. I look down. “Why’d you rip your sock?” I ask
the quiet room, hate having to calm down after these common fits. myself aloud. I don’t know why. In fact, I don’t know why I do
So as my anger rises, I kick Cathy.
the things I do, why my behaviors take control of me when little
“Ouch! Joe, that hurts. If you kick me, I’ll kick you,” she things start to bother me. I am working to get better, but it takes so
threatens. I don’t want that, so I turn my anger towards the lockers, much effort to do everything in my day, to learn, to deal with all
still screaming as loudly as I can.
the stressors around me, and to control my anger. I don’t know why
Cathy leads me into the quiet room, a small place with a pad on I can’t do the things I want to and why I do things I don’t want to.
one wall and a large plastic sandbox boat, filled instead with a huge And I don’t know how to stop. But I’ll keep trying.
pillow, on the floor. I don’t want to be in there, so I fling open the
photo used with permission from Andrew Mueth
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I

Jack Kelly
6’ 1’’ 195 lbs.

n his second year on the varsity squad, Jack Kelly has provided
a helpful boost off the bench this season. Known for his gritty
defense and hard-nosed play, Kelly has served well in his captain
role, being a mentor for diaper-dandies Tim Cooney and Jake
Fechter. Kelly and junior Eric Devlin are both graduates of St.
Clement in Des Peres.
Kelly is currently shooting a team second-best percentage from
the field, knocking down 58 percent of his shots. His 8 steals exhibit
the defensive prowess that he brings to the table.
Earlier this year, Kelly broke his nose in practice during a
rebound attempt. Not letting that faze him, he enjoyed his comingout party against St. Mary’s a few weeks later. Making all 3 of his
attempts, he netted 7 points, 2 steals, and 3 rebounds. He is looking
forward to these final four games against the tough MCC opponents.
He commented, “I hope everyone comes to the Chaminade game
Friday. We’re gonna rock the house, and rock it hard.”
photo by matt Sciuto
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Joe Anderson
6’ 7” 180 lbs.

eam captain and big man Joe Anderson has made his presence felt this year with his tough defense and creative post
play. Considered a great role-model by the team’s youngsters, the
outspoken Anderson motivates the team before each game. His
leadership continues on the court as he does the dirty work inside
the paint, opening up shots for his teammates.
When Anderson catches the ball down low, he uses his smooth
technique to beat the big men off the dribble. Anderson commented,
“It’s a physical game under the hoop. You’ve got to learn to take
the blows and still get off a clean shot.” His hard-working, “never
quit” attitude has brushed off on the younger big men on the team.
Anderson leads by example, showing both junior “Big Ben” Evans
and sophomore Rudy Brynac the toughness it takes to survive under
the basket.
Being the team leader in both rebounds and blocks with 96 and
47, respectively, Joe also demonstrates that basketball is a two-dimensional game. While defense may not receive as much glory, the
team would not be the same without Anderson’s selfless attitude.
“Putting up a lot of points is great, but hard work must come first.
The points will come on their own,” said Anderson. And they most
certainly did for Anderson, who averages 7.5 points per game (2nd
on team). When asked about the end of the season Anderson responded, “We have a tough conference schedule coming up, starting
with Chaminade… but don’t count us out just yet.”

From left to right: Andre Craig, Geno McNeil,
Jack Kelly, and Joe Anderson.

A

Andre Craig
6’ 2’’ 150 lbs.

ndre Craig has been a valuable starter for the Jr. Bills all
season long, averaging 7.3 points a game while shooting 45
percent from the floor. Notorious for his freakish athletic ability, the long-armed Craig provided an inside-outside game that
proved essential for the Jr. Bills’ up-tempo style of play. He has
also been a capable defender, grabbing 88 rebounds, which trails
only big man Joe Anderson, along with snatching 24 steals.
    Craig’s premiere performance came two weeks ago at CBC as
he helped lead the Basketbills in a convincing defeat of the Cadets,
63-47. He shot 4-4 from the field including two 3-pointers. After
the buzzer sounded, he finished the night with 11 points, 2 steals,
and 3 assists.
Craig said, “CBC was my best all-around game. I felt good
about all aspects of my game.” As the Jr. Bills turn to these last few
games against their conference opponents, they will most certainly
turn to Craig for his reliable shot and trustworthy defense.

A

Geno McNeil
5’10” 150 lbs.

varsity player since sophomore year, Geno McNeil has
moved from a supporting role to this year’s marquee player.
Averaging 16.4 points per game and 48 rebounds, McNeil has
led the team on both offense and defense. His quick first step and
shifty moves off the dribble make McNeil a menace to opposing
defenders.
While McNeil can easily steal the show with his high scoring,
when asked about his importance to the team he responded, “I work
for the assists. It’s all about the team. We don’t win games by getting
individual highs, but by teamwork.” McNeil’s humble comments
show true as his 45 assists are second only to junior Andy Hill’s
53.
Even when his shots aren’t falling—which doesn’t happen
often—McNeil’s presence opens up the court for his teammates.
His intense style of play makes him a constant threat to opponents,
which gives the rest of the team just the room they need to get open
shots and lay-ups. As the season comes to an end with a tough
MCC schedule, the team success will hinge on the leadership of
McNeil.
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News

(from 1)
highest honors for high school students,
selects up to 141 scholars annually. Selections are by invitation only; no applications
are accepted.
“It’s a good reflection of the way
SLUH has prepared me academically,” said
candidate Viox. “I am optimistic about my
chances.” Viox has already been accepted to
his top college choice, Yale, on early action,
but is still considering other options.
“It’s a great honor,” said fellow candidate Tandler. “[It reflects] all the hard work
I put in.” Tandler hopes to attend Yale, Boston College, or Fordham. He says being a
Presidential Scholar candidate will help him
with colleges and scholarships. “It’s one of
the biggest honors your can get.”
Criteria for candidacy are based on
exceptional College Board SAT and/or ACT
scores. Candidates must be U.S. citizens
graduating high school between January and
August of the current year.
Each of the more than 2,700 candidates
must then submit a transcript, an essay, and a
kind of resume to the program. “[The resume]
gives them indications of the student’s character and his leadership activities and service
activities,” said SLUH Academic Assistant
Principal Mark Michalski. After thorough
review by the Commission on Presidential
Scholars, the Presidential Scholars Foundation will announce 500 semifinalists in late

March. Subsequently, the 141 winners will
be announced in April.
The list of 141 winners consists of
one male and one female from each state,
the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and
citizens living abroad. Up to 15 students
can be chosen “at large” as well for a total
of 121 academic winners. The remaining 20
winners are chosen as arts scholars based on
their achievements in and contributions to
the arts.
Although academics account for most
of the selection process, scholars are not
chosen on a wholly academic basis. “Basically what they’re looking for at this point is
a well-rounded individual,” said Michalski.
Although academics were the foundation for
choosing the candidates, the more in-depth
review will include other aspects such as
leadership, service, and application of academic skills outside the classroom.
Winners will receive a five-day trip to
Washington, D.C. They will be privileged
to attend educational activities, seminars,
workshops, and lectures from government
officials in the nation’s capital. The trip will
conclude with a White House-sponsored
ceremony at which the scholars receive the
Presidential Medallion from the Department
of Education.
This week of recognition is tentatively
scheduled for June 23-27 of this year. This

OSCAR

FORTY

(from 1)
funny how I got to where I am now. Freshman year, I wasn’t the best student in my
film class, but I think I learned more about
being a producer by organizing activities at
SLUH. To me, it’s all about getting people
to work together for one common goal.”
Since high school, Sexton has had a passion for writing and for the arts. “Doc (Bill)
Noonan (a former SLUH English teacher)
and Jim Raterman inspired me so much even
when I didn’t make it into Honors English.
I was devastated, but I felt I had something
to prove,” said Sexton.
“When I found out that (Children of
Men) was nominated, I was in complete
shock. Probably on par with the Cardinals
winning the World Series, but I figure if they
can win it, so can I.”

(from 2)
for major changes. “We’re looking at every
idea, but it’s not until 2008 that (Gateway
Constructors) closes (part of) I-64. … I
think the most important thing we need to
do is to continue to gather information, think
everything through, and look at the things
we can control,” Laughlin said.
SLUH will attempt to make lemonade
of the rebuilding project, which originally
called for a complete three-year shutdown
of I-64. “I always want us to be a positive
part of a project like this,” said Laughlin.
For the latest updates on the reconstruction plan, click on the “Commuting Information” link at SLUH’s website, www.sluh.
org.
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date is subject to change
“This is something that they’ll always
have to be able to present as an accomplishment. It’s a national level recognition,” said
Michalski on the benefits for the prospective
scholars. Even candidacy for the prestigious
award indicates greatness as an all-around
student and will be favorable for students
later in life.
Asked how the national recognition
of a Presidential Scholar would benefit the
school, Michalski said, “It would indicate
the high-quality education … that we offer
here at SLUH.” Michalski wants it known
that SLUH tries to offer a more well-rounded
education. “To be honored at a national level
by the U.S. Department of Education would
be outstanding.”
SLUH has never had a Presidential
Scholar in its history, but has made a good
showing this year. While no other Missouri
school had more than four candidates this
year, SLUH has produced six of Missouri’s
fifty-three overall candidates. Asked about
how this represented the school, Michalski cited the “wonderful, bright, involved,
talented” student body in addition to the
“outstanding faculty and staff.”
“When you put the two of those together,
(really) special things happen,” Michalski
said.

Lost and Found: Epic
Simile Edition

Just as Jefferson Airplane wasn’t very good
after changing its name to Jefferson Starship, so PN News Editor Charlie Landis
isn’t his old self without his trusty cellular
telephone, which went missing after third
period on Tuesday. Any leads should be
reported to Charlie in homeroom M110 or
the Prep News office. And yes, we have
tried calling it, so don’t suggest that.

Geno on TiVO

SLUH basketball star Geno McNeil will
be featured as FOX’s Prep Athlete of the
Week tonight on KTVI Channel 2 after the
Jr. Bills take on Chaminade at home.
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Speech hosts meet, enters finals at No. 2
Sam Leverenz
Reporter

T

he St. Louis U. High speech team
hosted the final meet of the regular
season on Jan. 29. The PatrickHenrybills
performed well across the board while
playing host for the Christian Interscholastic Speech League (CISL).
Senior Josh Divine commented, “(Hosting the meet) added a new aspect to the meet.
While the main focus is, of course, to perform
your best, you feel a certain responsibility
when it’s at your school.”
Apparently this added distraction didn’t
hamper the team to any great degree, considering the fact that they came home with
consistently high rankings and armfuls of
blue and red ribbons. “I think that having
(the meet) was actually a big help. It was a
lot easier to relax and be more comfortable
at school,” senior John Hussung added.
The team was led again by the strong
performance of the acting duet teams of Hussung and junior Jack Dryden, and senior Brad
Klipfel and sophomore Andrew Fowler. The

TennesseeWilliamsbills earned a blue and red
ribbon, and finished the season ranked first
and second, respectively. Also, Divine pulled
off one of the harder feats in the individual
competition by meriting a perfect score in
the always hotly-contested prose reading
category.
Another cog in the team’s solid performance was the oratorical success of
the entrants in two of the hardest-judged
categories. Senior Sam Leverenz earned a
rarely-awarded blue ribbon in Extemporaneous Speaking, and junior Pat Topping
grabbed one in Original Oratory. Topping
reflected that “these are categories that we
don’t often get blues in, so it was nice to be
lucky enough to get them, but it’s ranking
that means the most for the team.”
The FrederickDouglassbills shined in
the rankings. Ending the season the same
way they started, the Hussung/Dryden combo
earned first place in both rounds.
Juniors Sam King and Joe Wright also
polished off the regular season with rankings so consistently high that it is practically
becoming routine to see their names among

the league’s best in Humorous/Serious Interpretation and Storytelling, respectively.
With all of these high placings in the
standings, it should come as no surprise that
the team will field an entry in every category
of the state finals.
Heading into the finals, SLUH sits in
second place with a strong field of participants who have a chance to make points for
the team. The CharlesdeGaullebills finished
the regular season in the same position last
year and, following a solid performance in
the finals, captured the league title.
In the final meet, there will be only
one round, which means that there will be
only one chance to make up ground on the
always well-prepared first-place Cor Jesu
team. There is no doubt in anyone’s mind
that the chase for the league championship
on Feb. 11 will be a fight to the finish, and
the SLUH team is ready.
“I can’t wait for finals ... I think that if
we do our best, we have as good a chance
as anyone to take home the trophy,” Klipfel
said.

the home of fellow history professor Sam
Knox and knocked him unconscious with
a large piece of wood. He is also accused
of stealing manuscripts from the Lewis and
Clark Expedition that were in Sam Knox’s
possession at the time. Because of his long
history with Sam Knox, Louis Morgan had
the motive to commit the crime. However,
the evidence was weak and had possibly been
contaminated, offering a serious challenge
for the prosecution.
Every member stepped up to the plate
during the recent trials. Freshman Luke
Chellis was given a near-perfect score on a
cross examination, and senior Nick Pelikan
received a near-perfect score on his closing
statement. Several other members of both
the varsity and junior varsity teams were
also given very high scores.
The coach of the SLUH Mock Trial team,
Judge Dan Pelikan, was very impressed by
the performance of both teams. A junior varsity team witness, freshman Collin McCabe
said, “I think we did a great job for a team
consisting of five freshmen, a sophomore,
and a junior. Defeating Ladue’s varsity team

was something to be incredibly proud of.”
Countless hours of practices and several scrimmages with other schools all paid
off. The junior varsity team performed so
well that they have been assigned to face
off against the defending Mock Trial State
Champions, MICDS, on Feb. 20 at the St.
Louis County Courthouse. They will act as
the defense this time, and the varsity team
will act as the prosecution. The SLUH varsity team will argue its case with Lutheran
South.

Mock Trial wins cases against Marquette, Ladue
Chad Carson
Reporter

T

he varsity and junior varsity Mock
Trial teams started their seasons at the
St. Louis County Courthouse on Jan. 23.
Both teams were unanimously declared
the victors in their trials. The varsity team,
acting as the defense, topped Marquette,
164 to 142, and the junior varsity team,
acting as the prosecution, triumphed over
Ladue, 142 to 120.
In Mock Trial, three scorekeepers—one
judge and two jury members—fill out ballots
and rate each performer on a scale of 1-10.
At the end of the trial, all the points are tallied
and the team with the highest total number
of points wins the scorekeeper’s ballot. If
a team is awarded at least two ballots, they
win the trial. Both Lawandorderbill teams
were awarded all three ballots.
In this year’s case, the defendant has
been accused of burglary in the first degree
and assault in the third degree. The defendant is Louis Morgan, a history professor at
Washout University. He allegedly broke into

Quotes of the Week

“There exists one book, which, to my taste,
furnishes the happiest treatise of natural
education. What then is this marvelous
book? Is it Aristotle? Is it Pliny, is it Buffon? No—it is Robinson Crusoe.”
—Jean Jacques Rousseau
“I don’t know which is more discouraging,
literature or chickens.”
—E.B. White, to James Thurber
“Is Moby Dick the whale or the man?”
—Harold Ross, to James Thurber
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ated.”
Migneco spent four years at the University of Missouri-Columbia as an undergraduate and continued there for another four years
as a medical school student.
Migneco spoke highly of the education
he received at SLUH. “Some of the classes
I took at SLUH were harder than some of
the ones I took as an undergraduate,” he
commented. “The preparation involved in
how to study—I think that that was really
important. The broad base of knowledge that
I got in high school really prepared me for
what would come afterwards.”
Migneco graduated from SLUH with
more than just knowledge. Almost 30 years
later the doctor still has a group of fellow
Jr. Bills that he sees on a regular basis.
For present Jr. Bills interested in being
a veterinarian, Migneco advised, “Go out
and volunteer. Go out and shadow a vet. You
need to go out and see what really happens
in a veterinary clinic. It’s really easy to look
at this kind of job with rose-colored glasses.
You really need to see what goes on and see
if it’s really what you want to do.”
Some of the harder parts of being a
veterinarian are what Migneco sees as
highlights, though, such as the work he does
with stray dogs. “These dogs are in such bad
shape. They hardly look worth saving. But
you have to keep in your mind the before
picture and then the after picture, because
we’ve seen a lot of these cases where these
dogs look (terrible) and then inside of that
is a beautiful dog,” he said.
“These (dogs), who most people would
just write off and not give a second chance to,
these (dogs) go on and then have a wonderful
rest of their life. That’s very, very rewarding.”
Specific stories about dogs that Migneco’s
and other clinics have helped save can be
read at strayrescue.org.

Migneco
Stray Rescue of St. Louis. It’s a group that
rescues literally the stray dogs off the streets
and rehabilitates them and gets them adopted.
That’s the biggest group we work with,”
Migneco explained.
His office also works with the group
Pets Are Wonderful Support (PAWS). “(It’s)
a group that helps take care of the pets of
people living with HIV and AIDS,” Migneco
said. “It’s really important to me because I
have an interest in what’s called zoonotic
diseases, and those are diseases that can be
transmitted from animals to people. For nice
healthy people most of (the diseases) are not
an issue but for someone with a suppressed
immune system, it can mean very serious
consequences.”
It wasn’t until early this year that Migneco found out he had been chosen for
the award. “Reading about Dr. Migneco’s
experiences working with various animal
rescue groups was heartwarming. He is an
excellent example of how important it is
for us to serve our community and promote
humane education,” said Arden Moore—a
renowned pet author and judge of the 2007
candidates—on the Hartz Corporation website.
Migneco had previously been named
Veterinarian of the Year for Missouri by the
Missouri Veterinarian Medical Association in
2002. Migneco said that, although that award
was presented by a different organization,
much of the criteria the judges were looking
for was the same.
Migneco’s interest in animals began at
a young age, despite the fact that he never
owned a pet. “My father was a high school
principal at Roosevelt High School,” he explained. “He used to bring home the animals
from the biology labs every summer because
nobody else wanted them. We used to have
rats and mice and snakes and turtles. That’s
where my interest in animals started.”
“It was during high school that I decided
if I was really going to go to veterinarian
school, I needed to start getting some experience,” he continued. “I just stopped in (the
Hillside Animal Hospital) one day and asked
about any volunteer or work opportunities
and (they) hired me. I started working there
through high school and through college and
ended up buying the practice after I gradu-

After-school SLUHvie
Little Miss Sunshine, the
Oscar-nominated film produced
by Michael Beugg,’81, (see
p.1), will be shown after school
today in room 220c. Admission
is free, but you must have
parental permission to watch if
you’re under 17.
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Pride, SLUH has entrants in the competition
on a yearly basis, and, for the past three years,
at least one SLUH student has taken home a
prize.
The winners and their families were
invited to the Federal Reserve Bank on Jan.
24 for a luncheon, a tour, and the presentation
of the awards.
“The presentation was very nice,” concluded Pride. “I was honored to be there. The
thing is, though, that the guys did all of the
work on their own. They had to know how
to research and write well. I just introduced
the idea. … I was very proud.”
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Platform

As the student-run newspaper of St. Louis
University High School, the Prep News is
a weekly publication that strives to inform
the SLUH community about events and
people, with its focus on those pertaining
to the school, primarily through the written
word.
The Prep News is neither the voice of
the administration nor the students. Rather,
the newspaper serves to gather and distribute
information for the entire school. The Prep
News editors and staff members make every
effort to be objective in their news coverage
and editing.
The organizational structure of the Prep
News differs slightly from that of recent years.
This year the Prep News has two news editors,
one photography editor, one sports editor,
and two features editors. The members of
the editorial staff are co-workers and share
equally the duties of writing, copy-editing,
layout, and staff management. All of the
editors share responsibility and leadership
of the paper. The editors are supported by
a core staff of regular reporters, who are
frequently underclassmen.
It is the role of the editors to seek out
and facilitate the reporting of all significant
news at SLUH. While any faculty member
or student is welcome to submit suggestions
for potential articles, the Prep News is never

News

obligated to publish any article idea; the editors reserve the right to deem any potential
article un-newsworthy and retain it from
publication for this or any other reason.
	Our primary emphasis as editors of the
Prep News is upon clear and accurate writing
and careful editing. But we do attempt to include some visual expression–photography,
drawing, technical aids, etc.–in every issue.
Despite our desire to make the paper visually
appealing, we commit ourselves not to allow
form to supersede substance.
The Prep News strongly encourages
underclassman involvement, and our office
on the second floor of the Jesuit Wing, room
J200, is always open for involvement, criticism, praise, or suggestions. Without student
reaction and feedback, the Prep News could
not function.
If the Prep News is inaccurate, we will
try to correct any significant error in the
following issue.
Furthermore, the editors assume sole
responsibility for the text of news and sports
articles, features, and editorials. We encourage faculty or students who take issue with
the manner in which the news was reported
or find an error to bring it to the attention of
the editors, not the individual reporters.
This is the platform of the editors of
Volume LXXI of the Prep News.

PN Pic o’ the Week

Photo by Matt Hubbard
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Editorial Policy

The Volume LXXI Prep News editorial
policy serves the purpose of being the vehicle of the personal opinion, whether from
students, faculty, or others wishing to voice
an opinion. All topics discussed in the section will be related to St. Louis University
High School.
Nothing published either as an editorial
or as a letter to the editor should be considered
the opinion of the school, the administration,
or anyone other than its author or authors.
A Prep News editorial is the opinion of
all six editors on a particular topic. In their
writing, the editors will make a strong attempt
to express their views in a clear and accurate
fashion.
A commentary is defined as an opinion
of one member of the Prep News staff, not
of the Prep News itself.
Every member of the SLUH community
is welcomed and encouraged to submit a letter
to the editors. Every letter received by the
editors will be read and given consideration.
All letters must be signed, but the author’s
name may be withheld from publication by
request and at the discretion of the editors.
The Prep News editors reserve the right
to edit any submissions for publication in
order to meet grammatical standards, but
they will not skew the author’s original
intent. Also, the editors reserve the right to
withhold from publication any submission
if it is deemed vulgar, tasteless, or otherwise
inappropriate.
All authors wishing to have letters
published must submit them by 4:00 p.m.
the Wednesday before the letter is to be
published.
Letters can be given to any Prep News
editor or moderator. In addition, letters can
be mailed to the Prep News courtesy of St.
Louis University High School, 4970 Oakland, St. Louis, MO 63110, or e-mailed to
prepnews@sluh.org

Faulkner Passage of the Week

The Triumvirate: (from left) Joe Schulte, Doc Koestner, and Matt Stewart watch Hello, Dolly! rehearsals
with great intensity in the theater Wednesday afternoon. The play will debut on February 16.

“Really the writer doesn’t want success
... he knows he has a short span of life,
that the day will come when he must pass
through the wall of oblivion, and he wants
to leave a scratch on that wall—Kilroy
was here—that somebody a hundred, or
a thousand years laster will see.”

14

					
by Kevin Casey
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 2

Schedule R
K-12 Submissions
IM Movie Trivia- Sr.
College Visits:
ROTC Scholarship Program and
Academy Info
V HOC vs. Marquette @ Affton, 8pm
V/B BB vs. Chaminade, 5:30/7pm
C BB Blue vs. Chaminade, 4pm

Calendar

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 5

Orange Shirt Monday
Schedule R
IM Bombardment- GM 7
College Visits:
Missouri, University of-St. Louis
U.S. Air Force Opportunities &
		
Scholarships
JV HOC vs. Oakville @ Queeny, 8:15pm

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 6

WOD 9am-5pm, Currigan Room
JV HOC vs. DeSmet Maroon @ Affton,
8pm

Schedule R
National Math Exam
IM Movie Trivia- all
YR Meeting
Fr. Fine Arts Field Trip

DR. DREW

GOLLY

(from 6)
defeated. Somehow, he was able to rally
from 3-8. He began to hit passes and move
his opponent around in the court. His play
gave Marsek (2-0) an 11-8 win over what
could be his toughest opponent in the state
tournament.
After the match, over celebratory pudding, the DocJPKbills discussed the day
and the upcoming tournaments. The next
week will be filled with running and drilling
for the Babybabybills as they ready for the
state tournament of Feb. 10. Before that,
the Racquetbills close out league play with
matches against Kirkwood on Tuesday and
Vianney on Thursday.

(from 6)
The next night the Jr. Bills faced off
against No. 8 Francis Howell Central. The
Busiebills continued their strong play against
Central, scoring early in the first period on a
breakaway goal from junior Nick Helfrich.
Later, sophomore Kevin “Fulton Reed”
Corby blazed a slap shot past the Central
netminder to put the Jr. Bills up 2-0.
The Bluenotebills continued their dominant play into the second period with a good
forecheck, solid defense, and another stellar
performance from Effinger. The Icebills took
a three-goal lead on a Dan Steck pass to
Corby, who slammed it home for his second
tally of the evening.
The third period was all Howell as they

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 3

The U. High wrestling team squared off
with the Pattonville Pirates last night in a Senior
Night filled with exciting matches. Junior Kevin
Sheehan won his match at 119 to open the night.
At 130, junior Tim Gallagher wrestled an excellent
match to beat his opponent 6-1. Senior captain
Andrew Mueth wrestled in his last home match
exceptionally well, pinning the Pirate in a crossface cradle. Senior captain Rich Darragh had to
wrestle against one of the best wrestlers in the
state. He entered the match full of intensity but
fell short to the Pattonville star.
Junior Kevin Downs wrestled his first varsity
match in the 152 lb. weight class but left with a
sour taste in his mouth as he was quickly pinned.
Junior James Barton dominated the first and third
periods of his match to come out with a 9-2 win,
and bring the team score to 20-16 Pattonville.
Senior captain Andrew Austermann got a

February 2, 2007
May 12 - May 19

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 7
Schedule R
Fr. Eng. Tutorial
Soph. Bonus Rdg.
1818 Reg.
Jr. Retreat Mtg.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 8
Schedule H
Faculty Meeting, 1pm

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9

Schedule R
Jr. Class Liturgy
IM Basketball- Fr. vs. Faculty
V/B BB vs. Vianney @ Vianney, 5:30/7pm
WR Sectionals, TBA

PN Nightbeat

Wrestling Senior Night

rematch from a worthy opponent in Nate Orlando.
Orlando beat Austermann earlier in the year at
the Spartan tournament, and both men came
into the match thirsting for more. Austermann
tried his best to work on tie-ups for takedowns,
photo by matt hubbard

Junior James Barton on his way to a victory.

popped two quick goals to pull within one.
The Jr. Bills started to panic and took
two penalties within the last two minutes of
the third period, giving Central a two-man
advantage with just minutes to go in the final
period. The Spartans poured everything they
had into the power play, applying immense
pressure and creating numerous scoring opportunities, but the Blue-and-Whitebills held
fast, refusing to allow a goal. Junior Chris
Faron dove in front of the net to indiscreetly
smother the puck with seconds remaining,
sealing the win and giving the Jr. Bills a
much-needed W.
The U. High team finishes off the regular
season tonight against Marquette at 8:00 p.m.
at Affton Ice Rink.
but Orlando prevailed in the first period with
two takedowns. Austermann fought off his back
against inescapable odds, but fell on points to his
worthy adversary.
Junior Ken Homan wrestled one of the
final matches of Senior Night and gave the fans
something to cheer about. He ended the standard
six-minute match tied 5-5, taking the match to
OT. Still tied after the first two overtimes, Ken
stepped it up in the third OT with an escape off
bottom and later a takedown to seal the win, 85. The scoring ended 35-31 Pattonville, but the
team got its share of excitement in SLUH’s last
home match. Next up for the team is sectionals
at McCluer North Feb. 9 & 10. Come on out as
the Bills start their quest for state.
		
—compiled by Andrew Pulliam and
			
Pat Tracy

