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School year to begin earlier for ’07-’08
Charlie Landis
News Editor

I

n order to meet the 175 minimum school
days required by North Central, St.
Louis U. High will begin school next year
on Wednesday, Aug. 22. This date continues the trend started this year of starting
school during the third week of August
rather than the fourth.
To create the new schedule, Principal
Mary Schenkenberg and Assistant Principal
for Student Welfare Eric Clark attended a
scheduling meeting in January with other area
Catholic schools. At the meeting, the schools
attempted to coordinate spring breaks and
start their years during the same week so that
families with children in multiple Catholic
schools could coordinate vacations.
    	 The schedule from the meeting was

then proposed to the Instructional Council,
which includes all the department heads.
Teachers on the Instructional Council noticed
a problem: the original calendar had classes
slated to begin on Aug. 23, but in order to
have 175 school days, school would have to
be in session past Memorial Day 2008.
    	 The idea of having school past Memorial Day upset some teachers, so the start
date was moved one day earlier, one day
was removed from Christmas break, and a
day off in April was removed so as to finish
school and exams before Memorial Day. In
accordance with the new schedule, Christmas
break will begin on Dec. 20 instead of the
19th.
    	 Schenkenberg said that it wasn’t possible
to have 175 school days without removing
the two off-days and starting earlier. She

also noted that compared to teaching after
Memorial Day, “Education is a little better
in the beginning of the year.”        
    	 Most schools will begin the same week as
SLUH does. Nerinx Hall, CBC, St. Joe, and
Vianney will all begin on Aug. 22. Chaminade
will begin Monday, Aug. 20, while DeSmet
will begin on Friday, Aug. 24.                    
    	 The current school year began on Aug.
21, the third Monday of the month. However,
this year’s and next year’s starting date deviate from the longtime SLUH tradition of
beginning school on the fourth Monday of
August. Before the current school year, every
year dating back at least to the fall of 1993
began on the fourth Monday of August.
Schenkenberg said, “We had looked
at the 27 (the fourth Monday of August)

signings.
Only four of these schools are in SLUH’s
class (class 4): Marshall, Odessa, Owensville,
and Pleasant Hill.
The proposal will be voted on in April,
and, if passed, will take effect for the 20082009 seasons. To become official, the proposal must be passed by a simple majority
of the voting members. Not all schools are
required to vote.
St. Louis U. High Athletic Director Dick
Wehner said, “I think the purpose (of the
proposal) is the public schools are looking
for equity. They’re looking (to even) what
they consider an uneven playing field.”
Wehner continued, “They want to tilt the
scales where the public schools will have the
same opportunity to win a state championship or compete on the same level that the
private schools are on.”
Of the 578 MSHSAA schools, 72 are

private and 506 are public schools. According
to the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, over the past
four and a half years private schools have won
36 percent of Missouri state titles, although
the 72 schools only account for twelve and
a half percent of the high schools.
Part of the reason that private schools
are able to win a disproportionate amount
of state titles is the geographic boundaries
the schools draw from. Wehner said, “It is
because (public schools) draw from a typical geographical area. The kids from Valley
Park basically live in Valley Park, whereas
the private schools can draw from a broader
radius.” SLUH, for example, draws athletes
from Illinois to St. Charles.
Pleasant Hill Athletic Director Matt
Robinson has a problem with the geographic
drawing abilities of some schools. Pleasant
Hill, located south of Kansas City, was one

see CALENDAR, 11

Schools to vote on division of State titles
Scott Mueller
Sports Editor

S

ixty-four high schools in Missouri
have signed a petition to put to a vote
the proposal to divide the State championships into two different brackets, one for
public schools and one for private schools.
The new proposal would create two separate championships in every sport except
for football.
There are currently 578 high schools
in the Missouri State High School Activities Association (MSHSAA). In order for a
proposal to be put to a vote, it must first be
petitioned and signed by ten percent of the
member schools. The proposal to change
the State championships was signed by 64
schools.
However there were, according to MSHSAA Assistant Executive Director George
Blase, several more non-verifiable school

see STATE, 12
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Alley gate now operational Stumpf family
Matt Bettonville
regroups
Reporter
after fire
T
Jerry Lakin
he alley on the east end of the school
recently had a gate installed at its Oakland Avenue entrance. This gate, aimed at
controlling access to the alley, went into
operation Monday.
Providing room for about one-and-ahalf lanes of traffic, the brick-paved alley
currently serves as a faculty parking facility. The alley spans the length of the school
building, stretching from Oakland Avenue
to Berthold Avenue. Houses lay opposite
the school with the alley marking SLUH’s
easternmost border. Garages for these homes
open onto the alley, so both teachers and
residents of the adjacent neighborhood need
access to the alley for parking in the lot and
at their homes.
To allow this necessary access, authorized vehicles have been given a remote
controller for the gate. The controller functions much like a garage door opener, sending
a signal to open the motorized gate, which

closes automatically behind them.
Controllers were issued upon request
to faculty, grounds crew, and all neighbors
who park in or live on the alley.
Visually, the gate matches the new gates
installed at SLUH as part of the Vision 2000
project. The gate is a bit wider than others
around campus and the top arches more
gently, but the wrought iron and brick look
that has become characteristic of the SLUH
campus is fully present.
“We’ve found over the years that when
we have had problems in the alley, generally the access is off Oakland,” said SLUH
Director of Facilities Patrick Zarrick. These
problems have included break-ins to faculty
vehicles and garages in the neighborhood.
“We’re trying to stop the open, constant
access (off Oakland) to stop the break-ins,”
said SLUH Director of Security Charlie
Clark. The gate’s selective access prevents
any kind of through-traffic in the alley.
Concerning the neighbors, Clark said,

Committee considers summer reading options
Dan Behr
Reporter

A

lthough the warmth of summer still
seems far off, a small committee of
teachers and faculty has begun to discuss
ideas for the school-wide summer reading
book.
The committee met for the first time
last Thursday to begin the long process of
narrowing the book list, which currently
consists of 18 award-winning books. This
year’s summer reading book is supposed to
focus on a central theme of diversity.
For weeks prior to this meeting, teachers were encouraged to submit books. With
a wide variety of volunteers, including
English teachers Steve Missey and Jim
Raterman, dance teacher Simonie Bieber,
history teacher Tom McCarthy, committee
head Mark Michalski and a few others, the
committee intends to interview those who
submitted the book and read reviews before
any of the finalists are read in their entireties.
Once the list has been narrowed down,

see ALLEY GATE, 11

the committee members will read and review
the finalists.
Unlike last year, a small number of students will also take part in the book review;
however, the students will not join the committee until after the list has been narrowed
to the final few books. The students have not
yet been chosen.
The committee intends to finish the decision process by May 1. After the committee
has finished, their decision will be brought
in front of the Instructional Council, a group
of department chairs and administrators. The
Instructional Council will almost certainly
approve the selected book, said Michalski.
Diversity was chosen as the summer
reading theme mostly on account of the
school’s association with the North Central
Accrediting Association, or NCA.
Every five years, an NCA conference is
held to discuss issues facing students. The
most recent conference decided to focus on
diversity, and asked its member schools to
adhere to this theme.

see NOVEL IDEA, 11

Core Staff

S

ue Stumpf, sister of cafeteria worker
Barb Hennessey, and her family lost
their house in South County to a fire last
month. The Stumpf family has moved in
with Hennessey while they await the completion of repairs on their home for the
next four months.
The fire is believed to have been started
by sparks from Stumpf’s daughter’s car,
which was parked in the house’s carport at
around 4:30 a.m. on Monday, Jan. 22. A man
driving past saw a glow coming from under
the car and called the police. By the time
they arrived, the house was on fire. Stumpf
had awoken in time to clear out her family,
preventing any injuries.
Most everything in the house was
destroyed in the fire. Stumpf said that her
family lost most of its furniture, in addition to electronics and Santa collectibles.
Although the family was able to save some
photographs, most of them were destroyed.
Stumpf said that, after making sure her family was awake and safe, she only had time to
save her wedding ring before running from
the house.
Despite the damage, Stumpf said she
is thankful because her family escaped the
blaze unharmed. “You don’t worry about that
so much because we all got out,” she said.
Stumpf said that most of the family’s
remaining property was cleared out of the
house on Tuesday, and will be examined to
determine what can be saved. Of the belongings that weren’t burnt in the fire, many are
still unusable because of the time they spent
in the smoke. All cloth furniture, including
sofas and beds, is to be thrown away because
it’s impossible to remove the smell of smoke.
A fire restoration company is trying to salvage
the wooden furniture and clothing.
Although the damage was severe, the
Stumpfs hope to have their house back in
90-120 days, according to the construction
company working on the repairs. Until then,
they will be living in Hennessey’s house.
Stumpf said that her sister has been

see STUMPF, 10
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Director of Giant Steps responds to Mueth’s reflection
To the Editors:
I am writing to express both appreciation and concern for Andrew
Mueth’s February 2 “Reflections” article, written in the voice of
“Joe”, the student Andrew mentored during his service project at
Giant Steps last month. Giant Steps of St. Louis is an educational and
therapeutic program for young people with autism. Each January
we welcome a group of senior volunteers from SLUH. Our SLUH
volunteers have always been wonderful mentors to our students and
proactive assistants to our staff. Andrew and his fellow volunteers
were no exception. They befriended our students, showed compassion and understanding in interacting with them, and even built us
a magnificent puppet theater.
It is not easy to understand the thoughts and feelings of someone with a severe communication disorder. Andrew’s expression
of Joe’s point of view indicates a writer who is both observant and
empathetic. His description of Joe’s delight in playing basketball
is true-to-life; so is his description of staff efforts to help Joe calm
down when he loses control of his emotions and impulses.
I am troubled, though, by the suggestion that when Joe kicks
a staff member she “threatens” to kick Joe in return. I hope that
readers understand that this “threat” is purely rhetorical. When
disciplining a child, many parents and teachers may ask the rather
abstract question “How would you like it if someone (hit, kicked,
insulted) you?” This is exactly what “Cathy” is saying to Joe, but
she has to phrase it more directly so he can understand despite his

communication difficulties and his emotional state.
Likewise, I would like your readers to understand that during a
behavior crisis our priority is keeping all students safe. Volunteers
are asked to step back from a crisis situation and let trained staff
handle the episode. If the child in crisis wants to go outside, we
permit him/her to do that as long as conditions are safe. Sometimes
fresh air and a chance to run are enough to let the child calm down.
Sometimes the enclosed safety of the “quiet room” will help a student
through a crisis, at the same time keeping others safe from his/her
aggressive behavior. Again, staff supervision and interaction with
the student is continuous throughout the behavior crisis.
Giant Steps staff participates in crisis prevention and intervention training twice each year. The wrist hold that Cathy performs
as she walks Joe to the quiet room exemplifies her expertise, as do
her patience and steadiness in keeping him and others safe while
he quiets down.
As Andrew’s article shows, children with autism have difficult
behaviors, but they are also delightful young people with all kinds
of abilities and interests. Our students benefit immeasurably from
their friendships with high school volunteers. We hope to see SLUH
volunteers taking GIANT STEPS with our students for many years
to come!
Betty L. Berger
Director, Giant Steps of St. Louis

KUHI to debut political debate show
Tom O’Keefe
Reporter

S

everal St. Louis U. High students
filmed the first two episodes of Armageddon, a political debate program, yesterday in the KUHI studio.
Armageddon is the brainchild of AP
Comparative Government and Politics
teacher Paul Michaelson and senior Michael
Quinlan. The show will feature Quinlan as
representative of a conservative viewpoint
alongside fellow senior Kevin Gier, who will
express a liberal stance.
The show will invite various guests
from the SLUH community to participate
in a discussion on a chosen current event.
It will begin with several formal questions from Quinlan and Gier to determine
which direction the guest leans. The two
hosts will then choose sides and passionately
argue their viewpoints.
The first episode, set to air during
homeroom next Tuesday, will feature guest

senior Mark J. Zinn. The debate topic will
be global warming. The following episode
will not have a guest, and will focus on the
war in Iraq.
The idea for Armageddon began last
semester when Michaelson approached
Quinlan about setting up a radio broadcast
as an outlet for the AP Government class’s
heated disputes from their online Moodle
forum (copies of the discussions can be
found at www.jrbilliblog.blogspot.com).
“Our forum debates online on Moodle
were so spirited that we wanted to get it out
of the forum,” Michaelson said.
Fascinated by Michaelson’s radio program idea and fueled by the positive outcome
of the class’s first semester presidential election (see issue 12, Nov. 17, 2006), Quinlan
immediately began developing plans to
organize and bring to life Michaelson’s suggestion.
However, Quinlan wanted to make the
show more accessible to the general student
body by airing the debates as a television

program during homeroom.
After Quinlan established the framework
for the program, Michaelson recommended
Gier, another one of his AP Comparative
Government and Politics students, to oppose
Quinlan on the show. Both Quinlan and Gier
are passionate about their beliefs, and hope
that the rest of the school will watch the show
and share their enthusiasm for politics by
sending e-mails and signing up as guests.
“I want to see more people get involved
and willing to come (onto the show) as
experts,” said Gier. “If we receive enough
e-mails, we’d be willing to add an e-mail
segment discussion.”
“Hopefully the questions surrounding
the issues when voiced in the studio will
breed an intelligent debate and keep (SLUH
students) entertained,” said Quinlan.
Michaelson also emphasized the entertainment aspect of the show. “Although we
want kids to be involved in politics and to
have civic awareness,” he said, “I really hope

see O’REILLY, 10
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Five Seniors travel interna- Pawnpushers
tionally for Senior Project finish with win,
miss playoffs
Kingsley Uwalaka
Reporter

I

n addition to the six seniors who spent
their Senior Project in Honduras, an unprecedented number of seniors traveled
to foreign locales for their project. Andy
Weis, Brett Simek, Ray Wagner, Micah
Manary and Zach Linneman all took Senior Project as an opportunity to serve
communities not only beyond SLUH, but
beyond the United States as well.
According to Senior Project director Jeff
Harrison, S.J., “More kids traveled outside
the country (this year) because they had
relatives there. They came to me with what
they wanted to do and I approved.”
Weis and Simek, who traveled together
to London, worked for a program called
“Football in the Community” run by Sheffield Wednesday, a London soccer club that
Simek’s brother Frank plays for.
They traveled to different schools
throughout the area and directed activities
for the children that centered on using a
soccer ball, in addition to leading the kids
in various exercises and scrimmages. Some

of the schools they worked at were for children with disabilities like autism and Down
syndrome.
Simek said, “It was amazing meeting
these kids and being exposed to such a different culture. Most of the kids followed
Sheffield Wednesday soccer and knew who
my brother was, but every day they were
still excited to see me. Soccer is a huge part
of their lives, and I’m glad I had the chance
to be a part of that.”
Wagner went to Luxembourg to lend a
hand in a refugee house set up by the government organization Caritas. The country was
familiar to Wagner, as he spent his junior year
of high school there. His mother, Anne, is
the American ambassador to the country.
At the refugee house, Wagner acted as
a counselor and managed activities such as
ice skating, ping-pong, cooking and even
did some babysitting for the children of the
refugees.
“No matter how many times I go (to
Luxembourg), it’ll always be an eye-opening
experience and my perspective on life will

see ABROAD, 10

Quiz Bowl goes 4-2 at Wash U. tourney
Kevin Michniok
Reporter

T

he St. Louis U. High Quiz Bowl team
competed at the 9th Annual Washington University Academic Competition
held at the Wash U. campus on Feb. 3.
The Quiz Bowl is a competition that
showcases the academic talents of many
high school students from around the area.
Forty-three teams chosen from Missouri
ranging from the St. Louis metropolitan
area to Kansas City and certain counties in
Illinois attended the competition.
Questions from the panel of judges were
chosen from four areas of study: mathematics, history, geography, and literature.
Two teams represented SLUH this year,
both of which successfully made it through
the qualifying “round robin,” thereby advancing to the second stage, consisting of the top
16 teams.
Team One from SLUH was comprised

of seniors Micah Manary and Jack Fleming
and juniors Michael Baumer and George
Boston.
After advancing to the second round with
a 4-1 record, Team One faced a formidable
challenge from O’Fallon. Their match came
down to the wire, but Team One lost by two
points on the final question, resulting in a
respectable 4-2 overall record.
Baumer recalled one distinctly exciting
match: “Our fourth match against Visitation went all the way to a tiebreaker, where
George Boston won it for us with a correct
answer.”
Team Two consisted of seniors Sam
Leverenz and Sean Beebe and junior Rob
Kayser. After advancing to Round Two,
they were matched up against Clayton. The
game was tied after regulation, but SLUH
lost in sudden death, bringing Team Two’s
final record to 3-2.
Leverenz also distinguished himself

see TREBEK, 10

Dan Geisman
Reporter

T

he Chessbills ended the season on a
high note, beating Edwardsville by a
score of 25-5.
At board five, junior Steve Schumacher
was able to use an early material advantage
to force a pawn promotion, causing his opponent to promptly resign.
“I was pretty comfortable early on that
I would win the game, but I played pretty
conservatively,” said Schumacher of the
match.
Junior Josh Dripps played well at board
four, but was unable to recover from an early
queen-rook trade, giving SLUH its sole loss
of the night.		
At board three, junior Dan Geisman recovered from falling behind early by forking
his opponent’s queen and rook, and used the
material advantage he gained to checkmate
his opponent.
Freshman Joe Ebel had the quickest
game of the evening at board 2, using a quick
attack to checkmate his opponent in a mere
nine moves. Ebel has had a fantastic year,
finishing the season with a 5-2 record.
Freshman phenom Peter Harris also had
a quick game. Harris used a quick attack to
get up materially, causing his opponent to
quickly resign the game. Concerning the
match, Harris said, “I’m not sure why he
resigned. I thought that it was still a pretty
close game.”
The Rookbills ended the season with a
respectable 3-4-1 record, and have great hope
for next year, as they are returning their top
five boards.
JOIN THE PHARMACY, SEE THE
WORLD!

Any junior interested in pharmacy as a
potential career is encouraged to apply
to a summer exploration program cosponsored by Walgreens and St. Louis
College of Pharmacy. See your counselor
for more information. The application due
date is March 19, 2007.
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Legacebills earn No. 7 seed for Challenge Cup

Scott Chesnek
Reporter

T

he St. Louis U. High hockey team finished the regular season last Friday
night with an 11-3 blowout against the
Marquette Mustangs at Affton Ice Rink.
The Jr. Bills, who had suffered a 5-4 loss
to Marquette earlier in the season, had
both a score to settle with Marquette and
an opportunity to head into the post-season with a two-game winning streak.
The Mustangs were looking at the back
of the Jr. Bills’ jerseys from the first drop
of the puck. The Icebills got out to a quick
two-goal lead and never looked back. After
a six-goal second period, the Blue-andWhitebills cruised to victory, winning by a
difference of eight goals.
The game allowed for massive amounts
of points for several of the U. High players:

Dan Steck finished with two goals and five
The Jr. Bills are set to square off against
assists and A.J. Koller skated away with four the No. 10 Parkway Central Colts on Monday
points.
Feb. 12. The Colts finished the regular season
After the dismantling of the Mustangs at 17-2-2 and have a strong number one line
on Friday, it was up to the coaches to decide with a combined sixty-one goals. However,
where the Jr. Bills
Central only
would be ranked
played one
in the Challenge
team in the
Cup playoffs. The
top ten, losing
Hockeybills could
4-1, and have
have been ranked
yet to play a
anywhere from
Metro team.
No. 6 to No. 11
“Look
heading into the
for SLUH
postseason, but
to cruise to
walked away with
victory,” preSenior Chris Place handles the puck against Marquette
a No. 7 seed. Both
dicted the
on Feb. 2
Howell and Howell Central were placed Suburban Journal concerning the series,
behind the Jr. Bills, although the two St. but expect Central to be contemplating an
Charles teams combined had beaten top upset against their Metro opponents.
seeds CBC, Chaminade, and DeSmet.
see SEVEN, 13
PHOTO BY MATT HUBBARD

Rossbills fall to CCP, CBC JV wrestling
John Martin
Reporter

the Red Devils’ way, and the ChrisThomasbills just missed the upset by a mere four
he St. Louis U. High basketball team points.
squared off against Chaminade for the
Geno McNeil led the team with 16
second time last Friday. After being
points, 2 assists,
soundly beaten 61-32 in their last
and 2 steals, while
meeting, the Rossbills were ready for
junior Ben Evans
some revenge. Although they played
pounded the ball
four impressive quarters with few
from down low
mistakes, the Ballabills could not
with 10 points and
handle the hot shooting Red Devils,
11 rebounds for a
losing 52-48.
double-double.
Tied 37-37 at the end of the third
Following the
quarter, the AustinCarr’71NDBills
heartbreaking loss,
geared up for an intense eight minutes
the TroyMurphyto finish the game.
bills suited up to
Joe Anderson commented, “Toplay CBC on Tueswards the end of the fourth quarter they
day. Having beaten
had a couple breaks go their way and
the Cadets by 16
were able to capitalize on them. With
earlier this year,
the game that close, one play could
the ChrisQuinnbills
have made the difference.”
felt confident enterUnfortunately, that one play went Senior Geno McNeil tosses up a shot ing the game.
in a game versus CBC Tuesday night.
CBC came out
In last week’s article, the quote in Jack fired up, and took control early in the first
Kelly’s player profile was not said. I’d like to quarter. After settling down on offense, the
apologize because as the Prep News’s motto CollinFallsbills came storming back to tie it
states, the truth is what should be reported. up at 23 going into halftime.
Sorry for this error.
With the game deadlocked, Andre
see OF THE WEEK, 13
Dave Auffenberg ’07

T

photo by matt hubbard

2nd at MCC
Peter Lucier
Reporter

T

he junior varsity wrestling squad finished its year with a disappointing
second place finish at the MCC tournament after going 3-1 in conference matches during the season, besting Vianney,
Chaminade, and DeSmet.
Open weight classes hurt the team,
which sometimes surrendered as many as
eighteen team points to forfeits, but the JV
still managed an impressive 11-3 duel meet
record. Experienced juniors rotating in and
out of varsity spots and talented sophomores
kept the team highly competitive.
Junior captain Jake Livergood (160)
and Ben Ludwig (171) led the team. Ludwig
tallied a 15-3 JV record, and won silver at
MCC.
Sophomore phenom Kevin Staed (140)
also had an outstanding year, winning gold at
the Vianney tournament and silver at MCC’s.
John Boehm (140), nicknamed Captain Insaneo for his teeth-baring mid-match growls,
also won silver at MCC’s. Boehm’s ferocious
style of wrestling forced

see INTRAVENOUS, 13
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Racquetbills remain unbeaten, prepare for state
Drew Burkemper
Reporter

T

he St. Louis U. High racquetball team
keeps rolling through the competition
in league play. The Jr. Bills improved to
9-0 and wrapped up the league title with a
5-2 win over Kirkwood this past Tuesday.
The Racquetbills’ first win came from
No. 4 Joe Hoffman. In both games, Hoffman
traded points early on before rolling to easy
victories. The key was his kill shot, which
ended nearly every rally. Hoffman (8-0)
controlled almost every point and won 15-7,
15-4.
The next win came from Steve Baer
at No. 6. Baer dominated the first game, a
quick 15-1 win. The next game was not as
easy but worked out eventually for Baer.
Baer, needing to utilize the pinch, cruised to
a 15-7 win. Baer, 4-0 since switching seeds,
looks to go on the offensive this Thursday
and at state.
The still undefeated doubles pairing
of flat-topped Dean Hunter and Todd Swift
added to the win total. The match did not

start out well, though.
“Neither team was playing well,” said
Hunter, “But then we started playing, and
they imploded.”
After trading points to get to 10-9, the
duo won the first game 15-10. The second
game was much better, a 15-3 win.
No. 5 Paul Marsek had some trouble in
his win. Struggling with shot placement and
selection, the junior allowed his opponent to
remain in both games. Still, the end result
was a 15-8, 15-9 win.
The last win came from No. 3 Ray Godefroid. In typical fashion, Godefroid attempted
to kill everything, this time to success. Too
many balls were left up, though, and Godefroid telegraphed several shots. Godefroid’s
win, 15-12, 15-13, was much closer than it
should be, and he looks to correct his game
for this weekend.
That is where the winning stopped for
the WilsonHeadEktelonbills.
Captain Ben Brooks, playing an alltoo-familiar opponent, looked to move up
in the league rankings and gain momentum

heading into state. For a while, it looked like
he might do just that. Brooks jumped out to
a quick lead in the first game, 7-3 but then
faltered. His passes began skipping, a sure
sign of a bad day, and the match was lost,
11-15, 4-15.
Across the way, No. 2 Drew Burkemper
was in a rough match of his own. After a
sluggish start, going down 2-11, Burkemper
worked his way back before losing 7-15. The
second game went very well. Burkemper
jumped out to a 14-2 lead before faltering,
but he still managed to cap the win, 15-8.
For a few moments, the tiebreaker looked
as if it would go Burkemper’s way as well.
A quick 4-2 lead and control of the rallies
gave the BabyBabybills’ supporters hope.
Unfortunately, it did not last. Burkemper
caved and lost 11-4.
“That was not cool,” said Burkemper
afterwards, “Physically it was okay, but
mentally I am (crazy).”
After this win, the team looks ahead
to Thursday’s match against Vianney but,

Among the ranks of potential future upperclassmen wrestlers are Donovan, Doherty,
Everson, and Staley. These athletes not only
each took first place in each of their weight
classes at MCC, but they also had spectacular
individual seasons.
Head coach Don Steingruby proudly
boasted, “We had a few wrestlers (referring
to Donovan, Doherty, and Everson) who only
lost a couple of matches.”
Of the many remarkable matches from
the season, two in particular stood out. The
first was Everson’s match against his CBC
opponent at the MCC tournament. Both
wrestlers were evenly matched and each
had the upper hand at multiple times during the match. However, towards the end
of the match, Everson saw an opening in his
opponent’s defenses, went for it, and pinned
him.
The other amazing match was between
Doherty and his Vianney opponent at the
MCC. Earlier in the season, Doherty’s Vianney rival defeated him during their match.

However, at MCC Doherty dominated their
match 7-2.
Overall, the season appears to have been
an enjoyable one. According to Steingruby,
“Everyone on the team liked each other, got
along, (and) learned a lot.”
Said Doherty, “(Our team) was really
great. (There was) lots of good chemistry
on the team.”
Under the supervision of Steingruby and
assistant coach Bob Overkamp, the Jr. Bills
finished up a great season.

see SNACKPACKS, 13

C Grapplebills finish 9-2, place 2nd at MCC
Dan Zdrodowski
Reporter

T

he St. Louis U. High freshman wrestling team finished up an amazing
season last week with an outstanding 92 record and second place at the Metro
Catholic Conference tournament. Additionally, a handful of wrestlers including
George Staley (95 lbs.), Dan Doherty (125
lbs.), David Lopez (140 lbs.), Peter Everson (145 lbs.), and Pat Donovan (215 lbs.)
stood out from the rest of the team. These
wrestlers had incredible seasons marked
by numerous pins, very few losses, and
five gold medals at MCC.
Such an accomplished season was
inevitably exciting for many of the young
wrestlers. Joe Zacher (145 lbs) said, “Wrestling was the single most thrilling experience
of my life.”
Furthermore, the SLUH junior varsity
and varsity wrestling teams will be looking
forward to a number of promising wrestlers
joining them next year as sophomores.

Announcement

SLUH Film Club will show the film United
93 after school today (at approximately 3:10)
in room 220C. Because the film is rated R,
students under the age of 17 need a signed
parental permission form in order to attend.
See junior T.J. Keeley (homeroom M218) or
club moderator Mr. Cummings (room 220-C)
for more information.

Feature
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Jon Ott: A life of dedication and intensity
Patrick Tracy
Reporter

before his first year on campus he dislocated his elbow and was
t. Louis U. High theology teacher John Ott, has quite a sto- then red-shirted.
ry to tell. “He’s one of the greatest amateur wrestlers in the
Things only got worse from there. During his first tournament
Saint Louis area,” said Athletic Director Dick Wehner. But you sophomore year, he herniated a disk in his neck, but soon returned.
won’t hear it from him.
Upon returning, he again
Ott, whose father
had a pair of disks herniated
coached wrestling at Whitin his neck, which ended his
field High School, began
sophomore year and much
wrestling in the Bonhomme
of his junior year because
Wrestling Club at age five.
of surgery.
“It started out as fun, one
Ott herniated his neck
tournament a weekend ….
again before senior year,
But as I got more serious,
which effectively ended his
I was wrestling up to two
wrestling career.
tournaments a weekend, doOtt joined the SLUH
ing freestyle leagues in the
theology department and
summer (in grade school),”
the wrestling staff as JV
says Ott.
coach. Last year, Matt
Ott attended DeSmet
Langenfeld was a student
where he caught area attenof Ott’s over the summer
tion soon after. Ott qualified
and commented, “He gives
for state and his freshman
of himself in the classroom.
Junior varsity wrestling coach Ott (right) confers with C coach Don Steingruby during a
year he was undefeated goHe puts personality into thewrestling meet.
ing into the state finals match
ology and presents a belief
before being pinned for second place.
system you could align with and put yourself into.”
SLUH varsity coach Tim Curdt said Ott was “fun to watch and
As a JV coach, Langenfeld feels that “Coach Ott is dedicated to
beat us four straight years.” Curdt remembers Ott as a lot more than us doing stuff right and will always work with you one on one.”
a rising star, because he was
Curdt concurs that
“always intense and always
John carries the same ina sportsman. You never saw
tensity he did in high school
him lose his cool, even in a
competition. Curdt stated
tough loss.”
that Ott brings “a technical
Ott “was a role model,
level of expertise to shaping
even as a high schooler,”
drills and practices. Most
said Curdt.
importantly, he has revised
Ott went on to win
our off season training prothe state championship his
gram, and runs (the summer
junior and senior years in
wrestling club) Team St.
the 130 lb. weight class.
Louis.”
According to Wehner,
According to Curdt,
Ott’s recipe for success
Ott’s high expectations also
was that “he was dedicated,
apply to his students as “he
trained the hardest, and then
engages the students where
got what he deserved.”
they are and calls them to
Ott sifted through many
where God wants them to
college offers and chose
be.”
Northwestern because he
Ott is currently preOtt (left) and Sean O’Brien urge on their wrestlers.
was the “consummate scholparing to get married and
ar-athlete, a state champion
is working on his master’s
who chose to attend a great academic school like Northwestern,” degree, but, as Curdt explained, “You wouldn’t know that because
commented Wehner.
he handles it all so well.”
Ott’s college career was very rough on him. In the summer
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U. High seniors enjoy their free admission on Senior Night at the basketball game
versus CBC on Tuesday Feb. 6. Unfortunatly, the Jr. Bills lost the game, but a fun
time was had by all.

PN Nightbeat
photo by matt hubbard

The St. Louis U. High racquetball team closed out its perfect league season last night with a
6-1 win over Vianney. Highlights included lopsided wins for Steve Baer, Paul Marsek, and
Joe Hoffman and a come-from-behind tiebreaker win for No. 2 Drew Burkemper. Captain
Ben Brooks endured the only loss. The Racquetbills (10-0) look to win the state tournament
on Saturday. Above: Ben Brooks bounces the ball in a serve to his Vianney opponent.
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Announcement
Doc Koestner will be filming Youth Sing
Praise singing audition videos in the choral
room during Activity Period and after school
both Friday Feb. 9 and Monday Feb. 12.
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Senior Project Abroad: Blantyre, Malawi
Zach Linneman
Special to the Prep News

All of them were noticeably shorter, a good indicator of a lifetime
Micah Manary and Zach Linneman traveled to Blantyre, Malawi in of poor nutrition.
“Welton Tembo?”
southeast Africa to do work for Project Peanut Butter, a group that
Micah read a name written in sharpie on a blue folder. A man
focuses on malnutrition in children in Southern Malawi. Manary’s
father, Dr. Mark Manary, who founded Project Peanut Butter and sitting on the bench pained himself to get up and walk into the examination room. We took his weight and height and then awkwardly
has worked in Malawi since 1994, led the trip.
instructed him in Chichewa to lie down on the examination table.
“Have you entered those data cards into the computer yet?”
It was a mass of paper files packed into boxes littering the He couldn’t manage. I walked over to him, didn’t try to explain
floor of our comfortable house. Micah and I sat at the table flipping myself, and lifted him up under the armpits onto the table. We then
through pages and typing away on two laptop computers for hours. took biological impedance measurements used to determine body fat
We joked around and snacked on cookies and soda pop to break the content. Lastly, we used a tape measure to find his mid-upper arm
circumference. When he lifted his shirt for us, my eyes widened for
tedium.
We were analyzing patient cards from a study currently in a second. His baggy clothes had masked the reality of his condition,
progress at the local hospital in Blantyre. The study was a compara- and I stood amazed. We thanked him as he left the room leaning on
his walking-stick, and we
tive feeding program for
returned to our frazzled notemaciated, HIV-positive
yet-doctor friend’s office
adults who were being
to collect the data, stored
treated with anti-retroviral
in 500 thick blue file foldmedication (ARVs). Some
ers that occupied the four
of the patients would refile cabinets crowding the
ceive a special mixture of
room.
the peanut-butter-based
“That’s pretty omifood normally given to
nous,” Micah said, pointing
malnourished children,
his finger back towards the
and others simple corn-soy
hospital while we were in
flour. All of them were in
the parking lot about to
advanced stages of HIV
drive away. There was a rainfection. Thirty percent
ven perched on the tin roof
of them would die before
the hospital, cawing angrily
the first three months of
at us. We drove home in our
treatment were over.
red pickup truck and spent
About five hours in, I
the weekend finishing the
noticed a small peculiardata work. Among many
ity in the data: a patient
others, Snowden had died,
named Snowden Mphango.
Seniors Zach Linneman (left) and Micah Manary (right) help children at
a clinic in Malawi, Africa
six months into his treatI chuckled and pointed it
out to Micah, who agreed that it was no common Malawian name. ment. But we hadn’t met him, talked with him or shook his hand.
Four days later we finished writing our summary of the data, and He was still just paper to us.
January flew past us as we took on new projects: we spent a
we moved on.
We had taken these cards from the HIV clinic at Queen Elizabeth week setting up a packaging machine at the Project Peanut Butter’s
Central Hospital (QECH), Blantyre’s public hospital. The clinic at factory. We started a stool collection study to compare bacteria in the
QECH was a small, dusty building with just a few rudimentary ex- excrement of healthy and malnourished children. We followed the
amination rooms that could all be entered through the main hallway. ready-to-use food produced in our factory to local feeding centers
We had just barged in and opened several unlocked doors attempt- around southern Malawi, where mothers come after walking miles
ing to find the doctor-in-training conducting the study, and found with sick children on their backs in hopes of bringing them back to
him finally in a crammed room with several large file cabinets and health.
The times we worked at these centers, close to the actual chilbare-bones medical supplies. This flustered doctor-in-training was
dren, are the most dear to my heart. In the warm sunny weather of
happy to see us, and sent us to enroll new patients in the study.
Eight impossibly thin men and women sat outside the room, the early morning, we would enroll new children into the feeding
waiting to be seen. They had walked several miles to the hospital to program as well as see returning children, who were gaining back
receive medicine and food. Their clothes, probably the only pair of weight. Micah would be cheering up some little girl who just wet
clothes they owned, were dirty. Some of them didn’t have shoes on.
Photo courtesy of Micah Manary

see LINNEMAN, 14
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STUMPF

(from 2)

“very gracious” in sharing her house and
noted that she, her huband, her son, and her
daughter each have a bed. Since her daughter
is a graduate student at St. Louis University
and her son is a senior at Lindenwood University, the house isn’t usually crowded, but
she stressed that Hennessey’s house is large
enough to accomodate all of them, and they
have been “very, very comfortable.”
Stumpf said that the outpouring of support from the community has been great.
The family has received everything from
gift cards and clothing to cooked dinners
from friends and relatives over the past few
weeks. Stumpf is a teacher at St. Justin’s
Elementary School, and said that the parish
has been very supportive. The company
where her husband works has also helped
a lot. Stumpf also wished to thank the St.
Louis U. High community for its support.
“You guys have all been just awesome,”
she said. “(The SLUH guys) were the first
people to respond.”
Despite what she and her family have
been through, Stumpf is optimistic about
the future and very grateful for her family’s
safety. She said that she believes it was
“something spiritual” that woke her up in
time to ensure that she and her family escaped
the house alive and uninjured.

Billiken Briefings
The SLUH Fathers’ Club invites all
SLUH students and their dads to the annual Father-Son Rec Night on Monday,
Feb. 19. Events, including basketball,
pool, and putting, will take place in the
gym, Danis Lobby, and Rec Room from
6:30-9:00 p.m. Snacks and drinks will be
available. Don’t miss this night of sports
with Dad and friends!

Attention: All freshmen and sophomores
interested in trying out for JV water polo
should attend a meeting after school
Wednesday, February 14 in 221C. See
Mr. Baud for more details.
The cheerful companions of the Gadfly
editorial staff would have it be known
that the next deadline for submissions to
the magazine is February 16.

News

O’Reilly

(from 3)

that (the student body) enjoys the show. This
is not a serious political endeavor, but (it)
should make people think. I just hope Gier
and Quinlan don’t kill each other.”
Pelikan also anticipates the program’s
entertainment value, and the dramatic tension
between its anchors. “I’m looking forward to
two high speed trains of partisan bickering
colliding,” he reported enthusiastically.
If the feedback for the program is strong
enough, the cast and crew of the program
hope to eventually go live and air weekly.
“I’d really like to say that this isn’t just
for seniors or AP Government students,” said
Gier. “If you’re a junior or sophomore and
have strong political opinions, we’d love to
hear from you or have you on the show.”
The first episode of Armageddon airs
Tuesday during homeroom, but there may
be replays during Activity Period.

Around the
corridors:
Plastic
Recycling
The St. Louis U. High recycling program
recently expanded to include plastic
recycling thanks to the efforts of junior
Steve Kelly and senior Nathan Banet.
The pair has placed receptacles in the
cafeteria and take the plastic themselves
to recycling centers. According to Kelly,
he and Banet collect about three or four
bags of plastic per week. SLUH briefly
had plastic recycling at the end of last
school year through Tony Meyer,’06, but
then no one continued the program once
he graduated.
Kelly said he simply saw biology
teacher and aluminum recycling director
Steve Kuensting for approval. Kelly said
he had been thinking about setting up
plastic recycling for a while. “I actually
wanted to stop thinking about doing it and
actually do it,” Kelly said. “I just want to
help the environment.”
—Jim Santel
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(from 4)
always change,” Wagner said.
Manary and Linneman went to Blantyre
in the African nation of Malawi where they
worked with Project Peanut Butter, an organization set up by Manary’s father, Mark, a
pediatrician and nutritionist at Washington
University. Project Peanut Butter seeks to
combat child malnutrition in Africa with a
peanut-butter based food called “Chiponde,”
containing peanut butter, milk powder, oil,
sugar, vitamins and minerals that provides
for a child’s basic daily nutrition.
A typical day for the two would be to
wake up at 6:00 a.m. and get to the distribution
center by 8:00 a.m. They would then weigh,
measure height, and test the children and
some mothers for illness and give treatments
according to who was eligible to receive the
aid.
“Senior Project is a time to go out and
help the world. So we thought, ‘Why not go
to Malawi?’ We were lucky to have such a
wonderful experience helping people,” said
Linneman. (See Linneman’s reflection on his
experience in Malawi on pg 9.)

TREBEk

(from 4)
individually by winning a 5th place medal
in the overall competition.
Although both teams narrowly missed
the quarterfinal round of eight teams, Quiz
Bowl Moderator Jean Elliott was very impressed with their performance. “I thought
both teams performed very well. Kudos to
the team of three; they did great,” said Elliott.
Quiz Bowl participants are now preparing
for Districts in April.

NHS Math
Problem of
the Week
At McDonald’s you can order Chicken
McNuggets in boxes of 6, 9, and 20. What
is the largest number of nuggets that it
is NOT possible to obtain by purchasing
any combination of boxes?

Remember to submit your answers
outside of the math office or online at
sluhmath@yahoo.com
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News

(from 1)
as a possible start date, but then when we
counted our days we knew we had to (start
earlier).”
According to Schenkenberg, the school
counts days on its schedule to meet the
minimum requirement of 175 days of school.
This year’s calendar year has 170 days of
school, counting exams. Dating back to the
1999-2000 school year, no year has had 175
days of school.
    	 Schenkenberg said that adjusting the
school’s calendar is a yearly routine, and a
fourth Monday of August start date has never
been “written in stone.” She also stressed that
the days in a calendar year rotate, preventing
a solidified starting point for each year. “We
do have to look at each year as it falls,” she

said.
Foreign language department chair Mark
Tychonievich said that regardless of how the
schedule is laid out, there is enough time for
him to teach his classes the required material. He also said that an early start would
not affect fall sports practices.
Tychonievich said, “Starting earlier
does not change the way I go about doing
things.” If faced with a choice, Tychonievich
said he would rather start school earlier than
keep underclassmen in school past Memorial
Day.
Foreign language teacher Kevin Moore
said that with an earlier start date, he receives
less vacation time since he works during the
summer and only has the first two weeks of
August off. He also said that the month of

(from 2)
“Certainly our interests come first, (but) now
we’re able to help protect the houses, which
is a benefit to everybody.”
Student traffic in the alley was barred
at the completion of the new parking lot,
shared with the Science Center. Although
the school has had some trouble this year
with students entering the building via the
Oakland lot, students mostly have been kept
out of the alley.
Regarding the overall perimeter established with these gates, Zarrick said, “It
certainly helps. It’s not a foolproof solution
because we’re keeping the south exit/entrance open.” Zarrick also alluded that the
removal of the alley as a cut-through might
promote such traffic on West Lawn, a neighboring street running parallel to the alley.
Zarrick continued, “It certainly blocks
what we saw as the major problem area
off a very heavily traveled street. (It) gives
the appearance that that side of campus is
secure.”
Gates have been installed all around
campus, giving the school the security to
block off any area of the school at will, including blocking access to each individual
sports field.
“We’re still waiting to put up the big
fence around where the new Student Life
Center is (going to) be. Once we finally put
that fence up, we’ll be completely secure,”
said Clark.

(from 2)
The fact that this year’s summer reading
has a central focus should please students
who, like junior Jack Dryden, “wish (the
books) actually applied to a theme or message which the school is trying to get across
that year.”
The books on the list focus on diversity
in several different ways. Some like Black
Like Me are more blunt about their emphasis
on racial tensions, but others like Nickel and
Dimed, a true story of a young well-to-do
woman carrying out a social experiment
by ridding herself of wealth and living as a
fast-food employee, focus more on monetary
diversity. Other books on the list include
The Devil’s Highway, an interesting insight
into a Mexican immigrant’s life, especially
pertinent with the recent discussion of
tightening the Mexican-American border.
Also on the list is Hiroshima, John Hersey’s
famous account of the last few days of several
residents of Hiroshima, and Into the Wild, a
book by last year’s summer reading author,
Jon Krakauer.
The committee intends to delve deeper
into ideas about how to make students more
accountable and interested in the reading.
Raterman said, “Whatever book we choose
for this year, we want to ask what kind of
things we can do to mine the potential of
that book.”
He expressed the hope that next year,
students will not only read just to pass the test

Alley Gate

NOVEL IDEA

11
August is actually hotter than the month of
June.
Freshman Charlie Stoltze said, “I’d
prefer if we started later,” noting, “ A lot of
people go on vacation in August.” He said
that he wouldn’t mind going past Memorial
Day if the school year started later.
    	 The schedule change this year pushed
back the senior advisor retreat to the first full
week of August and freshman Direction Days
to the second full week of August. Starting
school on Aug. 22 for the ’07-’08 year will
again push back the senior advisor retreat to
the end of the first full week. Senior advisor
John Hussung expressed regret about having to start his year by attending the senior
advisor retreat early. According to Hussung,
“(For me) there was no August.”

but that the book will stimulate discussions
and other school activities, something that
the first two school-wide summer reading
books have largely failed to do. Some books,
like The Devil’s Highway, contain questions
at the end to spark classroom discussion.
History teacher Tom McCarthy believes
the questions are a great idea because they
will help “build off these ideas instead of
just taking a quiz and that’s it, that’s the last
those topics are really discussed.”

Intramural
Standings

House
Hagan
Currigan
Dunn
Backer
Xavier
Campion
Loyola
Sheahan		
Regis
Murphy

Total Points
190
188
184
177
169
154
122
122
121
118

Standings are as of 2/6/07.
—Compiled by Peter Mackowiak

12

STATE
(from 1)
of the four Class 4 schools to sign the petition. “The bigger issue a lot of teams see
is the kids that come over from Overland
Park, Shawnee Mission, Blue Valley, to
win a Missouri State Championship for a
Missouri school when everybody else has
Missouri residents playing for them.”
Overland Park, Shawnee Mission, and
Blue Valley are all located just west of Kansas
City in Kansas.
There have been attempts in the past to
even the playing field. Explained Wehner,
“They take our enrollment, since it’s a boys’
school, and they double it. Then they used
to have a multiplier of 1.25, that you take
each student and multiply them by 1.25,
which would jack (up) your (enrollment),”
said Wehner, “And then the multiplier went
to 1.35. And then they said you could not
draw students 40 miles outside your radius
of your school, meaning that if a person lived
40 miles from SLUH, he could not play a
varsity sport his first year. Then they took
the 40-mile radius and made it 25 miles.”
All these actions have been taken to try
to prevent private schools from recruiting
students solely for athletics.
Wehner continued, “But what this really
hurts right now, (under) the current setup
(with) the multiplier, it really hurts schools
like DuBourg, Westminster, Whitfield,
Trinity, Kennedy—your smaller private
schools.”
“It’s killed St. Mary’s. Now St. Mary’s
has a school of about 400 boys, St. Mary’s
is forced to compete in state tournaments
with St. Louis U. High, school of 1,100. It
kills St. Mary’s,” added Wehner.
During Wehner’s ten-year reign as
Athletic Director, the same issue has come
up three different times. “I think eventually
it’s going to pass. Will it pass this time?
I’m not sure. I’m really not sure, but I think
eventually it’s going to pass.”
Wehner recalled that other things have
failed numerous times before officially being
passed. “I don’t think that it’ll pass this time,
but I think eventually it will pass. There was
a time when the people in Missouri said ‘no’
to the lottery and ‘no’ to the casinos. They
kept putting it on the state-wide initiative,
they kept it up, kept it up, kept it up, kept it
up, and then all of a sudden, it passed.”

News
Other states have wrestled with some of
these same issues, although there are no states
that have two separate state championships
that are under one high school activities association, according to MSHSAA’s Blase.
There are a handful of states that have
separate associations, a public school association and a non-public school association.
Wisconsin is another state currently trying
to decide what system to use.
Wehner personally is against the division of the championships, but does see how
some good comes for the public schools.
“It’ll hurt the process of competition, but
if it passes, it will allow some of the public
schools a greater opportunity to advance
in their district because there won’t be any
private schools involved,” he said.
One result from the possible change
could be that class sizes will change and
schools will change classes. The re-classification is one reason why Owensville
Athletic Director Josh Hoener has doubts
about the proposal, but does see it as helpful.
Owensville is a public school located to the
south and about halfway between St. Louis
and Jefferson City. “I know that some of the
classes may change, so there’s a chance that
when we take all the non-publics out, that
we may be going against some larger public
schools, so it’s hard for me say that without
knowing how the classification would work,”
said Hoener. “I’m guessing that it probably
would help us though.”
Parkway South Athletic Director Chip
Allison said a split would probably be beneficial to his school in several sports, including
soccer and volleyball.
However, Allison is not in favor of the
proposal. “I think if you’re going to be the
state champion, you need to be the state
champion of all the teams and not two different sanctions.”
Parkway South currently plays private
high schools in St. Louis in all sports, so
according to Allison, the proposal would
not affect them that much. But he said, “I
do believe that the private schools have an
advantage in some areas,” he said.
Owensville’s Hoener also commented
on playing against private schools, saying,
“We look at (playing private schools) as a
good rivalry that makes us better in the regular
season, but at times we are a little frustrated

February 9, 2007
because we feel like they play with different
rules than what we have to go by when we
have to play them in state competition. In a
way we’ve played them so many times that
we’ve kind of gotten used to it also.”
The most common private school that
Owensville faces is St. Francis Borgia, in
Washington, Mo.
Rockhurst (Kansas City) Athletic Director Doug Bruce also believes that dividing the
championships is a bad idea. “If you take the
80 private schools in the state of Missouri,
and eliminate them from the state tournament
with public schools, there’s going to be fewer
public schools playing in their version of
the state championship. It’s going to cause
a lot of sports to have reduced numbers of
classes, so a lot of these schools that think
they are going to gain any benefit from this
are going to end up playing bigger schools
anyway,” he said.
Bruce continued, “I don’t think it’s good
for public schools, and I don’t think it’s good
for private schools. I don’t think it’s good
for the state of Missouri. And I think if the
public schools who think they support it think
about it, and think about the ramifications of
relegating the private schools to their own
little sector, I think they are going to realize
that it is not as beneficial to the public schools
as they think it is.”
Wehner ultimately believes that the
proposal is all about winning: “There’s a lot
more educational benefits to playing sports
than winning, and I think this is all about
winning.”
“Will it drastically change the face of
high school sports in our state? It will drastically change that if it was to pass. Our board of
directors has gone (on) record supporting the
current system the way it is,” said Blase.
Wehner also noted that there could be
other repercussions of the division, such as
more travel time needed for certain schools,
and, consequently, more time off school.
Wehner believes that there are more important things than winning.
Bruce said, “I think most of the support
for this issue, if you were able to poll the
entire state of Missouri, I think you’d find
the support coming from smaller schools
outside of the KC-St. Louis areas. I don’t
think you’re going to find much support for
it in the Kansas City-St. Louis areas.”

News
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(from 6)
importantly, the state tournament.
“CBC is going to be gunning for us,”
said coach Dr. Joe Koestner after Tuesday’s
match.
“They believe that they can win the top
three seeds, and then knock us off in one of
the lower seeds,” added assistant Robert
Hoffman.
Coach Hoffman’s comment referred
to the format of the state tournament. Each
player plays in a bracket made up of all the
players at their seed. Individuals earn points
for each win and the highest total is the state
champion. The only guaranteed win is to win
four, or more, of the seeds.
The Zieglerbills’ greatest asset will be
their depth. Seeds 1, 2, and 3 are very close
and could go to a number of players. The
major players at No.1 are Matt Wyland (9-0)
form CBC, Brandon Mitchener (8-2) from
Kirkwood, and SLUH’s Brooks (6-3). A dark
horse is A.J. Berry (6-3) from Vianney.
The No. 2 seed is wide open. Burkemper
had a stranglehold on the seed for the first
half of the season before faltering for the
last month and a half. The top seed is Ben
Hogan (8-2) from CBC. He is very beatable,
though, and Burkemper, Parkway West’s
Rishi Ghosh (6-4), and Kirkwood’s Sam
Carrow (6-4) look to capitalize.
No. 3 is a battle between Godefroid
and Steve Abodi from CBC. Abodi beat
Godefroid twice during the season, but Godefroid got the better of him at the Hendren
Tournament.
After No. 3, the Passfirstbills are favored
at every seed. Hoffman looks to continue his
undefeated season with a win at state; Baer
and Marsek wiil have work to do because of
poor seeding but can win with smart play;
Swift and Hunter are overwhelming favorites
after dominating Kirkwood on Tuesday and
in the Top Seed tournament last weekend.
It is going to be an extremely exciting
day of racquetball for the Jr. Bills as they look
to reclaim the state title after DeSmet won
last year. Come out to Vetta Sports-Concord
to watch every rollout and splat all day on
Saturday. Players feed off our fans, and it
drives the opponents nuts.

(from 5)
one opponent to regurgitate his lunch during
a match. Coach Sean O’Brien commented
that before matches Boehm ought to be
caged, then released like a prize bull into
an arena.
The recently completed season was JV’s
second under coach Jon Ott. Ott, a two-time
Missouri state champion, brought to the
program a style of sharp intense motion in
matches and hard conditioning in practices
aimed to keep the JV a winning team in the
next season.

(from 5)
The Jr. Bills will rely heavily on their
defensive corps, who will be put under pressure very early in the postseason. Look for
junior Chris Faron, sophomores Joe Cella
and Connor Quinn, and freshman Connor
Frick to see a lot of ice time. The club will
also depend on junior netminder Alex Effinger to continue his stellar gameplay in
the playoffs.
If the Jr. Bills can come away with a win,
they will face off against No. 2 Chaminade
next weekend. The Puckbills play their first
game against Central tonight at 8:00 p.m.
at the Affton Ice Rink, and their second on
Monday at 8:15 p.m. at Queeny. Come support the club on its playoff run!

of the week
(from 5)
picked the pockets of CBC’s Matt Tracy and
bolted the other way for a tomahawk dunk.
Following a quick timeout to regroup,
the Cadets refused to let down and hit backto-back jumpers to reclaim the lead.
“Down the stretch they hit a bunch of
tough shots, and we missed shots we usually
make,” said Craig. The poor shooting at the
end of the game let the Cadets slip away,
winning 48-42.
The Jr. Bills look to close the season on
a positive note with two games against MCC
opponents. The TorinFrancisbills travel to
Vianney tonight to take on the Griffins.

This Week in
Prep News History

CHALLENGE
CUP SEEDS
1. CBC (15-2-4)
2. Chaminade (14-3-4)
3. DeSmet (14-5-2)
4. Vianney (13-6-2)
5. Lindbergh (10-5-6)
6. Kirkwood (12-7-2)
7. SLUH (10-9-2)
8. Francis Howell (16-5)
9. Francis Howell Central (13-7-1)
10. Parkway Central (17-2-2)

The following appeared in the February
14, 1992 Valentine’s Day issue of the
Prep News:

Attention
Seniors

Dear Amy,
Those eyes that glimmer like the
stars in a winter sky. That hair that
begs for further caress. That body,
simply irresistable. But enough about
me. What’s up?
A whole lotta love, Ken

Any senior interested in writing a
reflection about his Senior Project
experience please contact either
Sean Kickham (M110) or Andrew
Mueth (M114) in homeroom or in
the Prep News office.
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by Pete Mackowiak

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9

Schedule H
Faculty Meeting, 1pm
B/V Basketball @ Vianney, 5:30/7pm
V WR Sectionals thru Saturday, TBA
Nachos, Crispitos, Burritos

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10
ACT Exam

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11

Mother/Son Mass & Brunch, 12:45pm
CISL Speech
Upward Bound Test 2pm

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 12

Orange Shirt Monday
Schedule R
NHS Meeting (Jrs only)
SAC Meeting, 7pm
Junior Whitehouse Retreat (thru Wed.)
College Visits:
Southeast Missouri State University
U.S. Air Force Opportunities and
Scholarships
Tater Tots, Tony’s Pizza, Lil Charlie’s

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 13

Schedule R
Meteor Club
JRS Speaker
YR Meeting
Diversity Film Series 215c, 6-9pm

Hello, Dutch!
Calendar

College Visits:
Augustana College
Apple Turnovers, Brunch for Lunch

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14

Schedule R
Fr English Tutorial
Happy Valentine’s Day
College Visit: Southern Illinois University
Edwardsville
Bosco Sticks, Grilled Steak & Cheese on
French Bread

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 15

Schedule R
Soph Class Meeting
Sr Class Liturgy
Rosary in Chapel
Jr Rep Meeting
K-12 Submissions
Dauphin Players’ Hello Dolly thru Sunday
V WR State Tourney @ Hearnes Center
(MU) thru Saturday, TBA
Cinnamon Rolls, Chicken Strips & Bacon

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 16

No Classes—Faculty Retreat
B/V Basketball @ DeSmet, 5:30/7pm

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 17

Upward Bound Test, 9am
V Basketball District Tourney @ Vianney
thru 2/24, TBA

February 9, 2007
Feb. 9-Feb. 23

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 19

No Classes—President’s Day
Father/Son Rec Bowl, 6:30pm
Chinese New Year Celebration

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 20

Schedule L
Mothers’ Club Faculty/Staff Breakfasts
Papa John’s

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21

Schedule M
Ash Wednesday Liturgy—Formal Attire
ACES/PAL Sessions, 6:30-8pm
Toasted Cheese Ravioli

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22
Schedule R
Lent Begins
Fr/Jr Bonus Reading
Rosary in Chapel
IM Movie Trivia—all vs. Faculty
Mix-It-Up
Curly Fries, Chicken Nuggets

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23

Schedule H
IM Basketball—Soph vs. Faculty
Wellness Club Trivia (Gym)
Freshman Retreat thru Saturday
College Visit: Kansas State University

Linneman
(from 9)

herself after having the horrifying experience
of being weighed on a hanging spring scale,
while I was counting out bottles of peanut
butter food for her mother to take home.
After the measurements were taken and
the food was given out, we could relax. We
would listen to our nurses speak and sing the
“chiponde” instructions to the mothers, and
wave and smile at their kids. We didn’t have
to worry too much about these children after
they left the clinic that day. We could smile;
thanks to the work of people like Dr. Manary,
these kids would almost always get better;
the practical recovery rates hover around 95
percent for all children enrolled.
In my mind everything important was
finally in focus in Malawi. We knew there

wasn’t time for television or Hollywood
magazines. There was only time for things
in reality: real hunger, real suffering, and
real death. And there was also real value to
the work that we were able to do there, a
value that’s harder to find back in America.
That’s why we were so lucky to have the
opportunity to go to Malawi.
And if you ever get to go to a place like
Malawi, your whole life will change. You’ll
meet that little girl who’s been waiting to
meet you. It’ll be clear to you that she’s more
than a piece of paper. She’s a person. She’s
alive. She needed someone’s help, your
help, because there simply wasn’t enough
food for her to get by. And now, she’s been
saved from a terrible and unfair death. You’ll

remember her forever, and the experience
will guide you. After all, she’ll have taught
you Snowden’s secret.

Kudos of the Week

Congratulations to junior Brendan
Falsetto, for bringing a degree of intelligence to the vacuous “Shoutout”
page of St. Louis’s premier gossip rag,
Louie. Brendan managed to reference
both William Faulkner’s “Barn Burning” and James Baldwin’s “Sonny’s
Blues,” two favorite short stories of
the U. High English department, in his
shoutout. If you see Brendan in the hall,
holla back!

