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“If nothing else, value the truth”
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Sinkholes filled; soccer field
made whole again
Matt Bettonville
Staff

T

he St. Louis U. High Vision 2000
(V2K) project hit a bump in January
when English teacher Rich Moran and art
teacher Mary Whealon discovered a sinkhole under the new soccer field (see issue
16). Equipment was brought in last week
by Drilling Service Co. to fix the problem.
The sinkhole was filled by Monday.
To fill the sinkhole, nine borings were
drilled down to the bedrock, which lies about
32 feet below the surface. Most borings required drilling into solid ground, but two of
the drillings revealed soft ground underneath.
A tenth boring was then drilled between the
two soft ones. Director of Facilities Patrick
Zarrick estimated the cost of the drillings at
$40,000.

Grout, a mixture of water, fly ash, and
concrete, was poured into each boring. The
seven solid borings each required about
seven cubic yards of grout, but the two softer
borings each took fourteen cubic yards, with
the added tenth boring requiring thirteen.
This brings the grand total to about 90 cubic
yards, or the equivalent of a little less than
thirteen cement trucks full of grout, according
to Zarrick.
Cement trucks were not, however, used
for the repair. To protect SLUH’s delicate
soccer field, all machinery was kept off the
field and track area. The grout was mixed on
Berthold Avenue and piped to the site of the
sinkhole.
Once this mixture solidifies, Sportexe,
the company who installed the turf on the

see SINKHOLE, 10

Sno-Ball Breakdown

PHOTO BY MATT HUBBARD

Senior Kyle Nesslein break dances for the entertainment of all at Snoball last Friday
night at Windows off/near/or in the general area of Washington.
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AP registrationand
payment moved
to
SLUH website
Kevin Michniok
Reporter

S

t. Louis U. High students signing up
for their AP tests this spring can now
do so only online, through the SLUH website.
In the past, students had been required
to fill out information by hand, a process that
required more time to complete for both the
student and Assistant Principal for Academic
Affairs Mark Michalski.
Michalski contacted Advancement Associate Ben DuMont to make the switch to
online registration. DuMont then contacted
Paradyne, the company that created SLUH’s
website.
Once the student submits his form online,
it is automatically entered into a spreadsheet,
giving Michalski the rosters of those who
signed up. AP Registration will only be accepted through SLUH’s web site.
To sign up for exams, students must
go to the site (www.sluh.org), scroll over to
the “Quick Links” list, and click “AP Exam
Registration Information” for more information.
So far, 17 juniors and seniors have
signed up for AP exams. “The key, though,”
Michalski said, “is getting (the new registration) out to people.” He has placed the news
in scrolling announcements as well as other
media, but numbers remain low.
Payments for the tests can either be made
by cash, credit card, or check.
The registration deadline is April 4; all
fees must be paid by that date.
In the future the school hopes to use its
new website as a means of selling tickets,
registering for events, and even paying tuition.
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Archway set to be installed A l l e y g a t e
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Reporter
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Zilske recovering from heart attack
Sean Kickham
Features Editor

S

t. Louis U. High librarian Sharon Zilske entered the emergency room at St.
John’s Mercy Heart Hospital last Saturday
night after suffering a heart attack.
Last week, after having gall bladder
surgery, Zilske began to feel pain in her chest
and thought it was just a side-effect of the
surgery. “Then I realized it was something
else,” she said.
Of the heart attack, Zilske said, “It all
happened really fast with no signs of anything. ... It was entirely different than what
you see on television,” explaining that she
didn’t just grab her chest and knew she was
having a heart attack.
Zilske continued, “It felt funny. ... It was
a completely different feeling than I thought
it would be.” Heart attacks for women, she
explained, are different than for men.
After her husband Gerard convinced her
to go to the hospital, Zilske luckily only had
to wait 90 minutes before going into surgery.
Zilske had a clogged artery.
“There was 100 percent shutdown of
that artery,” Zilske said. “I was really, really

lucky” to have made it through the surgery,
she said.
The doctor, a SLUH graduate, had to put
two stents in the artery during the surgery.
Stents are mesh-looking tubes that expand
the artery where the clog is so that blood can
flow back through to the heart, relieving chest
pain. Over time the artery will grow around
the stents so it will not clog up again. In case
anything should happen to her, Zilske now
carries an emergency card with her saying
she has stents.
Since the operation, Zilske, who is the
wardrobe supervisor and costume designer
for SLUH’s theater productions, has been
visited by many well-wishers.
Theater tech assistant Megan Morey
said, “I’ve gone every day (to the hospital).
Mrs. (Kathryn) Whitaker and her husband
have been there (and) Libby Moore. Yesterday, David Laughlin, and (seniors) John
Hussung, Brad Klipfel, and Sam Leverenz
(visited). … Her whole family of course.”
“She looked really good,” said Klipfel.
“When you think heart attack, you think
bedridden, not totally there maybe. But, no.

see ZILSKE, 10

Jerry Lakin
Core Staff

S

t. Louis U. High’s newly constructed
alley gate was damaged last Saturday
when it closed on the minibus of Montgomery Bell Academy’s rifle team, which
was visiting from Nashville, Tenn.
According to Montgomery Bell’s rifle
coach Leo Lujan, who was driving the minibus, the team came upon the gate while it
was open and began to drive through. While
they were passing through the gate, it closed
on the sides of the bus. Lujan estimates
PHOTO BY MATT HUBBARD
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“(The
gate) caught A car enters the alley past the
busted alley gate.
the edge of the
body of the bus,” said Lujan. “It stopped the
progress of the bus.”
Lujan said that the bus will cost about
$2,800 to repair. Director of Facilities Patrick
Zarrick said that SLUH is waiting to hear
back from the gate company as to the cost
of repairing the gate.
Zarrick said the gate currently has two
sets of sensors intended to keep the gate from
closing when something is moving inside.
However, the sensors don’t work if the gates
are already in motion when something enters
the field. The school plans on adding a third
set of sensors once the gate is repaired to
remedy this problem.
Zarrick said that the gate should hopefully be repaired by the end of the week. He
isn’t yet sure when the third set of sensors
will be added.
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Editorial

Freshman retreat organizers deserve praise

Mr. Laughlin and all of the organizers of the first freshman
retreat deserve great praise for providing this event to the SLUH
community. By all accounts, the retreat was a success, benefiting
freshmen, faculty and student leaders, and student guest speakers
alike. Simply walking through the halls during the retreat showed
the careful planning that went into the weekend. Every classroom
was transformed with Christmas lights and lawn chairs, creating a
fun, informal atmosphere that encouraged honesty.
The retreat provided an opportunity for freshmen to bond with
their classmates in an open, comfortable environment. Hopefully,
the class of 2010 will use this experience to further develop their

spiritual lives.
For upperclassmen, the retreat was a chance to share their
experiences with freshmen to help them adjust to high school. It
also gave upperclassman volunteers who weren’t senior advisors the
opportunity to give something back to the classes beneath them.
The freshman retreat showed the best that SLUH has to offer—students and faculty giving time and talent (including numerous weekends) to help the newest members of our community feel
welcome. Hopefully, this retreat will continue on next year and
become another great SLUH tradition.

Commentary

Staff members encourage global responsibility

Christian Ronzio, Jerry Lakin, and Matt Hubbard
Core Staff, Photography Editor

W

e are writing to address the global warming debate at St.
Louis U. High over the past weeks and call the attention
of the SLUH community to the fact that the effects of pollution
reach further than just CO2 emissions and global warming.
In response to last week’s Letters to the Editor, we are glad
to see that Mrs. Austermann and Mr. Tandler have taken an active
interest in the educational environment of their sons. Although we
agree with their bottom line recommendation that students should
consider all facts carefully before forming an opinion on global

warming, we feel that some of their arguments were flawed.
Mr. Tandler points out that the U.N.’s Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change (IPCC) projects the sea levels to rise seven to 23
inches, while Al Gore and the scientists of An Inconvenient Truth
claim the sea could rise 20 feet. This is certainly a large discrepancy,
but the point remains that two groups of reputable environmental
scientists believe that global warming is a real threat. On top of that,
either result would have drastic consequences for the human race.
People too often jump to the conclusion that discrepancies between
separate scientific studies invalidate the science support

Letters to the Editor

Milner, ’07, supports
Moran’s proposal

To the Editors,
I write to you today in response to growing debate surrounding
the issue of global warming. Last week, we read two letters from
parents that expressed doubt in the appropriateness of Mr. Moran’s
proposed action. I do not doubt Mr. Tandler’s or Mrs. Austermann’s
good intentions in making sure that we inform our beliefs and actions
with accurate information. Both advise that we should continue to
educate ourselves on the existence and causes of global warming.
Fine. Education first.
Mrs. Austermann cites Ross McKitrick, a reviewer of Working
Group 1 in the Fourth Assessment (4AR) of the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), as disagreeing with 4AR’s main
argument that “observed increase in globally averaged temperatures
since the mid-20th century is very likely due to the observed increase
in anthropogenic greenhouse gas concentrations.” However, the main
argument of the Independent Summary for Policymakers (ISPM)

see MILNER, 12

see C+G+I+X, 13

STUCO foolishly attempts
to threaten PN again....
To the Editors,

The vernal equinox is fast approaching, thus warming the weather
outside and our natural appetite for bashball and all-around awesomeness (example: STUCO). Alas, literary losers of the Prep Snooze
(which is what people do when they read it), STUCO ’07 can think
of no better way to ring in the spring season equate to that of a
rousing game of bloodthirsty bashball. It’s okay to be intimidated
and we realize that our previous meeting was met with controversy
(anything you claim is pure hogwash). Thus, this Tuesday, a halfday, be ready to Prep Lose on the upper field after school. Oh yes,
there will be barbeque…for those who wish to satiate their appetite
for food and Prep News’ dignity (what’s left of it). Oh, and here’s
some breaking news…STUCO rules. Just don’t waste too much
effort, you’ll need it when you falsely report the game recap in that
heap you call a newspaper.
Regretfully yours,
STUCO ‘07
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Readers respond to rifle changes
Macauley, ’78, ques- Digman defends school’s
tions hypersensitivity decision for changes
To the Editors,
There is a strange odor emanating from the basement of Backer
Memorial and I can’t help but feel it is the stench of political correctness.
I was very dismayed to read of the elimination of small bore .22
rifles from the shooting range. I was even more dismayed to read
the article describing the “process” that was undertaken to come to
a “consensus.” This decision had nothing to do with facts, or tradition, or anything else sensible. It had everything to do with hyper
PC sensitivities derailing a valuable, time honored, and unique
extracurricular activity which allowed students who pursed it to
attain the pinnacle of their sport. Now, those individuals will be
denied an opportunity to truly excel at small bore marksmanship,
perhaps even to the point where it negatively affects their college
or university prospects. What a shame.
The rifle team coach was correct to point out the tremendous
safety record associated with the rifle range and the rifle team. It is
precisely the fact that real guns and real ammo are used that the

To the Editors,
I wanted to take the time to compliment you on the article regarding
the changes to the rifle programs at St. Louis University High School.
I respect the diligence you pursued in gathering your information for
the article and compliment you on your fairness and accuracy.
In addition to the information provided, I would add that all of
us at SLUH take great pride in the history, tradition and excellence
this program has exhibited—and will continue to exhibit—as an
integral part of the St. Louis University High School experience.
Not only is the record of safety and competition noteworthy, it is
admirable.
All Jesuit high schools seek each day in every way to further
refine their search for excellence—both in and out of the classroom.
We need to reflect upon and be open to change and growth in everything that we do. Always searching for the greater and trying
to insure that the care of each and every individual is the focus of
our attention is a hallmark of our educational program. I am pleased
to state that our school, I believe, has been true to that legacy and

To the Editors,
I am writing to express my concern over recent events surrounding
the SLUH rifle team. This year, the administration has tried to prohibit
the team from shooting smallbore while allowing them to continue
shooting air rifle. Although they have agreed to allow this year to
be a transition year before closing down this part of the program, I
seriously question their judgement in doing so. This change may seem
insignificant since the air rifle aspect of the program will continue.
However, the administration has not provided any valid reasons for
closing down the smallbore program. As such, they should not be
applying pressure to a longstanding SLUH tradition that is just as
important as football, soccer, or any other sport, club, or activity.
I completely disagree with the motives for which this choice
was made. Based on a document prepared by the SLUH administration, their points of concern are as follows: “guns in school,
maintenance of safety, potential for injury or death, liability, public
relations negative, losing our moderator, mixed age events, and
travel” (taken directly from a statement issued to the team by SLUH
administration). Granted, in the rules for club sports, any team may
not attend collegiate matches and must have a faculty moderator.
These conditions can be corrected for the rifle team, but do these
concerns support the closing of smallbore?

To the Editors,
Thank God SLUH is getting rid of those rifles. Obviously the use
of guns does not fit with SLUH ideals. The choice was thoughtfully
made after careful deliberation, taking into account social, economic,
spiritual, and political ramifications of the use of weapons. It’s true
that guns don’t kill people; the really fast chunk of metal tearing
through human flesh kills people. So who cares how you propel that
chunk of metal? SLUH realizes that the use of a combustion reaction
without oxygen and gunpowder is dangerous to the environment. The
products of that reaction pollute the air with greenhouse gases and
destroy the ozone layer. Also with the rising price of combustible fuel
it was economically advantageous to use air as a propellant. Since air
is all around us, it’s free to use it and it doesn’t pollute the air. SLUH
obviously wants to encourage students to learn how to efficiently
propel a projectile into targets. If a student desires to shoot another
person, we cannot allow them to do so inefficiently. As I mentioned
the gun doesn’t do the killing, the bullet does, so SLUH has found
the best way to kill others without harming the environment. It’s
truly noble of them to be so conscious of the world around them.
SLUH secondly believes strongly in the personal freedoms granted
by the Constitution and tries to protect those rights above all other
things. Since SLUH possesses the greatest knowledge in

see MACAULEY, 11
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Nienhaus, ’05, ques- Herman, ’07, s a t i tions school’s motives rizes use of air rifles
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Sports

Racquetball takes third in National Tournament
March 9, 2007

Jr. Bills encounter opponents from Oregon, New Mexico, Utah

Drew Burkemper
Reporter

T

he St. Louis U. High racquetball team
closed out its season last week with
a five-day trip to South County for the
2007 USRA High School National Tournament.
The Jr. Bills entered with high hopes but
knew that their rivals from Oregon, the Beaverton Beavers, were stacked after returning
every varsity player from last year’s National
Champion squad. Also fielding tough teams
were LaSalle, from Milwaukee, Oregon, and
CBC.
Nationals began Thursday, when tough
opponents from Oregon, New Mexico, and
Utah began play.
Most matches were not until later in the
day for the Anti-Oregonbills and most of the
team chose to attend school. The top players
from No. 6 all made it through their first
round matches, junior No. 3 Ray Godefroid
dominated in a 15-4, 15-12 victory, and all
of the No. 3 doubles teams made it through
to the second round.
The top doubles team of No. 1 Ben
Brooks and No. 2 Drew Burkemper began
play as well. Facing opponents from Utah,
the pair easily dispatched their foes in a

15-4, 15-5 win that was interrupted with from Beaverton and LaSalle won their
a power outage, one of several during the first matches. CBC’s top seed lost, though.
tournament.
The plan now
Burkemper
was to make
also began
up points
singles play.
through
He showed up
strong showready to play
ings in the
and won 15lower seeds
4, 15-8 over
and doubles.
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from New
night feaMexico.
tured some U.
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action with
did not fare
the teams of
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Steve Baer
draw in the
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The SLUH racquetball team poses with their third-place
boy’s trophy and their individual medals.
top seed was
Paul Marsek
not kind to him, and his first round opponent and juniors Matt Vonderheide and Anthony
was the Utah state champion. Brooks fought Bess facing off in late matches. Baer and
valiantly, but in the end he dropped the match Marsek dispatched two local Kirkwood
15-5, 15-3 to his opponent, who eventually players 15-6, 15-5, and Vonderheide and
made the semi-finals.
Bess defeated opposition from Sprague,
Brooks later played a match in the red Oregon 15-1, 15-2.
division, winning 15-1, 15-4.
Most matches on Friday did not begin
The loss of their top seed from the gold until the afternoon, offering time for the Radivision hurt the Playthepercentagesbills’ quetbills to mingle with players from other
hopes for a title because both the top seeds
see BURKE, 14
photo used with permission from drew burkemper

Wrestlingbills pleased with 1-8 record in “building season”
Team qualified four wrestlers for state

Patrick Tracy
Reporter

T

he Rasslinills finished their 2006-2007
season at the end of February when
four Bills qualified for and competed in
the state tourney. The achievement of a
state berth by four men capped off what
many St. Louis U. High wrestlers called a
building season.
By the numbers, the Jr. Bills went 1-8 in
dual matches, which includes an 0-4 record
in the MCC. However, the numbers were
deceptive; as Curdt said, “In five of our duals, one more individual win (for us) would
have given us the victory, and our season
could have looked like 6-3.”

The real story of the season was that the
sophomores and juniors on the team learned
what it takes to excel and will have valuable
experience for next year, according to Curdt.
Varsity manager and bleacher boss junior
Kris Holmes saw the “juniors stepping up to
a higher level,” while “the seniors wrestled
great.”
Junior Kevin Sheehan began as a fillin at the 119-lb class, but shortly “became
a significant contributor,” said the grinning
Curdt.
The nucleus of three seniors made sure to
always set the tone because they “knew when
to get down to work,” in the words of Curdt,
and intermittently injected their “spunky”

personalities into the practices. Curdt found
that this year’s team was even beneficial to
the coaches’ health because “they brought joy
to the grind of a long winter season and most
especially the Saturday tournaments.”
From sophomore Anthony Fadel’s
perspective, wrestling on the varsity level
“brings new meaning to the sport.” Fadel also
believes that this added depth to wrestling
will “motivate me to do more offseason
wrestling and lifting.” Besides the hunger for
more wrestling, Fadel believes that he gained
invaluable lessons. “You have to go hard all
six minutes,” he said, “and I will have to
bring a whole new level of confidence to

see SINGLET, 11
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Tr a c k f i e l d s “ s o l i d Carpentersquad” in defense of title bills on deck
for seas on
Matt Lawder
Reporter

W

ith the winter slowly melting away
into spring, the St. Louis U. High
track team assembled for the first practices of their new season last week. The team
has high hopes of repeating last year’s
success, which culminated in the school’s
first ever state championship.
The team brings back many of the point
scorers from last year’s meet, including
seniors Niko Mafuli, Ryan Brennan, Matt
Lawder, Kaelen Mayfield and Dan Quinlan, along with sophomore sprinter Ronnie
Wingo.
Sprint and hurdle captain Brennan said,
“We’re bringing back a lot of talent from last
year and are getting some new guys too. We
should have a pretty solid squad.”
The coaches also are enthusiastic about
this year’s squad. Assistant head coach Joe
Porter noted, “We have a huge number of
guys coming out for track and field. Last

year’s championship really got everyone
interested. And the team is definitely talented,
but the question is ‘How much work are the
guys willing to put in?’ We still have a long
way to go, but I feel good about this group
of guys.”
The sprint squad will once again be
looked upon to score big points in meets.
The hurdles will also become more of a focus
this year with extra effort going into training
hurdlers that will be able to compete at the
highest level in the state.
The throws squad also looks to be scoring
big points this year. With the top returning
shot put in the state, Mafuli, anchoring a solid
group of throwers, this year’s squad, once
again headed by coach John Diffley, hopes
to have even more success than last year’s.
The jumps squad is hoping to finally make
the breakthrough to the elite level and qualify
several jumpers to the state meet. With most
of last year’s squad returning

see NIKO, 15

Te n n i s l o o k s t o r e peat as State Champions
Nathaniel Hogrebe
Reporter

W

hen the Federerbills traveled to
Springfield, Mo. last May to compete for the Missouri Sate High School
Activities Association (MSHSAA) class
2 state championship, they couldn’t have
hoped for a better result. With an exciting
5-3 semifinal victory over their arch-nemisis Chaminade and a crushing 5-1 win
over Rock Bridge in the finals, the Jr. Bills
recaptured the coveted state title.
The Tennisbills hope to remain the
best team in Missouri this year under the
leadership of tennis player extroardinaire
Abe Souza. Rebounding from his disappointing loss last season to Chaminade’s Taylor
St. Eve in the finals of the individual state
tournament, Souza looks to be crowned the
number one tennis player in Missouri.
With the loss of five players from last

season’s victory team, the Tennisbills will
have to rely on the skills of returning varsity
members as well as rising JV players. Backing up Souza in the singles positions will
be A.J. Koller, Andrew Vaterott, and junior
Andrew Nelson, while the doubles teams
will be represented by all grade levels.
“I think that we are going to be really
deep this year,” said Souza, “We get the same
amount of points for a win at the number one
singles spot as we do for the third doubles
team.”
In addition to winning the state championship, head coach Dennis Dougan hopes to
have an undefeated season and win the MCC
Tournament, both of which eluded them last
year.
The Ashe, Arthurbills begin their season
on March 28 against Clayton at the Dwight
Davis Tennis Center in Forest Park.

Dan Everson
Core Staff

J

ust five short months ago, St. Louis U.
High (and the rest of St. Louis, too)
was enjoying the excitement and hope of
Cardinals playoff baseball. Redbirds fans’
hopes and dreams came true with a World
Series title at the end of that October journey. Now in the spring, baseball optimism
has returned—in its preseason form—not
only for the Cards but also for the St. Louis U. High Basebills.
The Rottgerbills have been preparing
for months and officially practicing for two
weeks for their upcoming season. The team
returns 12 players from last year’s squad
that finished 18-11 overall (2-6 in the Metro
Catholic Conference) and fell to Hazelwood
Central in the Missouri Class 4A elite eight.
The Carpenterbills retain a particularly strong
pitching corps, including Andrew Balzer
(3-0, 4.02 ERA last year), Bobby Chik (00, 1.75), Gabe Pilla (2-0, 2.19), junior Matt
Holtshauser (0-0, 2.63), and sophomore Mike
Bucchino (3-2, 1.58).
MCC play will be challenging as ever for
the 100-percent-on-his-U.S.-citizenship-testbills this year, as this year it features defending state champion Vianney. SLUH’s ability
to muster wins in such a tough conference,
though, is not head coach Steve Nicollerat’s
primary concern.
“Our goal really isn’t to win games, or
‘We’re gonna win 20,’” he said. “It’s really
not about that. It’s about controlling the things
that we can control. … We can control our
attitudes, we can control how hard we work,
we can control the skill level we possess.”
Nicollerat offered his hopes for the 2007
U.S. CellularFieldbills’ season, “It starts with
how (we) practice, how (we) approach it,
getting better and better at all facets of the
game. And hopefully, at some point in the
season, we’re able to put it all together and
have a good run.”

Feature


CO2 and SLUH: Delving deeper into climate change
March 9, 2007

Andrew Mueth
Features Editor

Global warming has been on the minds of the St. Louis U. High
community over the last few weeks at the most recent STUCO forum
and the last few issues of the Prep News. I have been a skeptic of
the supposed problem for as long as I heard about the increasing
global temperature, but I felt that given the recent debate I ought to
at least try to inform myself about the science behind the debate.
I contacted St. Louis University Biology Professor Dr. Joe
Leverich, who e-mailed me the National Academies’ recent report,
“Understanding and Responding to Climate Change,” which addressed many of my questions and problems with the claims I’d
heard about the science.
The earth’s temperature rose anywhere from one to two degrees
last century, a rate of change that has alarmed many. What has
caused this rapid change, and what does it mean for us now and in
the future? What can or should we here at St. Louis U. High do to
slow global climate change?
Countless scientific reports attribute the climate change primarily to an accumulation of greenhouse gases, specifically CO2.
SLU Assistant Professor Dr. Jason Knouft, who studies biodiversity and species distribution, says that over 75 percent of the
excess CO2 comes from the burning of fossil fuels, excess meaning
the CO2 that does not come from natural sources. This warming,
says Knouft, is “absolutely a problem.”
“The amount of CO2 we’re putting into the atmosphere is much
higher,” than ever before, he said. “(We are experiencing) a more
rapid rate of climate change than anything we’ve ever seen.”
Knouft said that even though critics often mention the constant
fluctuations in global climate, the current warming trend is “amazingly faster” than anything in the past.
The start of the current warming trend correlates with the start
of the industrial revolution in the early 20th century. All things constant, CO2 will continue to rise, temperature will continue to rise,
glacial and polar ice will melt, seas will rise, etc,” said Leverich.
However, the implications of those changes are less clear.
“Much possible climate change will be harder to predict:
changes in rainfall patterns? Changes in extremes? Colder winters?
Drier tropics? More El Niño events? Some places will have large
temperature changes, while other places will have less?” Leverich
wonders.
Many critics say that a mere 100 years is far too short a period
of time by which to recognize a long-term climate trend, especially
considering the age of the earth.
Knouft admits that climate and temperature data was not
collected religiously until about 30 years ago, and CO2 data was
rarely collected until 50 years ago. In 1958, Charles Keeling began
measuring CO2 levels in the atmosphere several times weekly at
the Mauna Loa Observatory in Hawaii.
According to “Understanding and Responding to Climate
Change,” “This remarkable 50-year dataset has been a boon for
climate change science and similar observations are now routinely
made at stations across the globe. Before Keeling, climate data was

“spotty” and “anecdotal,” according to Knouft.
“With certain data sets, we can go back a long time,” said
Knouft.
For hundreds of years, Scandinavia has kept good records of
the first budding of plants every spring, a measure of temperature.
The paucity of data from before the middle of the 20th century
has “no impact,” on temperature statistics, said Knouft, because “we
can extrapolate back using models.”
Such models include, primarily, taking ice core samples from
polar icecaps or glacial ice.
Leverich said that glacial ice provides a good record of temperature dating back 2,000 years. From looking at the ratio of oxygen
isotopes in the ice, he said, you can infer temperatures, even though
there is some uncertainty.
Looking at these records shows some fluctuations in the past,
said Leverich, who described those fluctuations as centered around
a “baseline temperature,” meaning that regardless of the extremity
of the cycle, the average temperature for all cycles stayed about the
same.
From the 1900s to today, however, when we have “pretty robust data” about the environment, the temperature is increasing at
a rate to take us well above the baseline, “beyond the bounds” of
prior heating trends. Scientists agree, he said, that “human action
is influencing the climate today.”
Scientists can use modeling to predict future climate change,
specifically CO2 levels and temperature, based on a “set of assumptions” about constants, said Leverich. “Depending on what model
you look at, the amount of increase will (vary),” he continued. “But
every model shows an increase,” in both CO2 and temperature.
Leverich said that “even if we cut off all emissions today,” the
climate change is going to happen because of a lag effect.
Therefore, if we want to slow this change, we have to somehow change the amount of carbon dioxide we are putting into the
atmosphere.
Leverich suggested three ways to slow the increase of greenhouse
gases. First, he said, “reduce carbon emissions,” both from cars and
power plants. He said it would be valuable to “reevaluate nuclear
power plants,” as an energy source. No new nuclear generator has
been commissioned since 1996.
Science teacher Bill Anderson also said that cutting emissions
is the biggest way SLUH students can play a role in curbing global
warming.
“You can make a difference in your driving habits,” Anderson
said. “Everything from the speed that you drive, to help with you
emissions. Cars are running most efficient when they’re running
around at 55 miles per hour on the highway, so when you’re going
90 miles an hour down 44 on your way home, not a good plan. ...
Just driving more economically,” will make a difference and save
gas money. He suggested this knowing that few students can impact what car they drive, parents generally being the buyers high
schooler’s cars.
The second way to slow climate change, said Leverich, is to

see CLIMATE, 8
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reduce electricity consumption. Using less electricity in the home
saves energy and fossil fuels.
Compact florescent bulbs use two-thirds less energy than incandescent bulbs, according to www.energystar.gov. Switching to
these bulbs is also an economical solution, saving money in energy
bills.
Anderson listed that same switch as one of the best, concrete
things students at SLUH can do to help the environment.
Another concrete, relatively pain-free way to save energy, said
Leverich, is to unplug “Vampire electricity users,” appliances that
use electricity even while turned off. Televisions and cell phone
chargers are two major culprits, according to Leverich, that draw a
current even while turned off.
Anderson also suggested turning off appliances like the computer
when not in use.
Leverich’s third suggestion is researching
alternative sources of
electricity. Germany meets
30 percent of its energy demand using wind turbines,
he said. However, for such
a change to come about in
the US, we “have to have
policies in place.”
More and more people
are agreeing that humans
must decrease the amount
of CO2 in the atmosphere.
“The debate is whether it should be (brought about) on a local or
governmental level,” said Knouft.
“On a personal level, using efficient cars is a good idea,” he
said. “Anything we can do to decrease our dependance on fossil
fuels will decrease the amount of CO2 going into the atmosphere,”
and be a good thing.”
For any change to matter, a large number of people have to
change their habits. Beyond doing what we can at home, Knouft
recommends electing people who care about decreasing the amount
of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. Also, he said scientists and
innovators should “find novel ways to harness energy.”
Critics worry that changing our energy policies will harm the
economy, a belief Leverich called a “myth.” All that that belief
requires, in his mind, are for “policies to make clear that you can
have a strong economy and growth even with green technology.”
Knouft is optimistic that “the next great thing is out there,” which
will move our economy in a “new direction. Whoever discovers
how to (harness) wind efficiently,” for instance, “will be the next
Texas oil baron.”
Leverich recalled a similar story when the government began
requiring environmental impact statements for construction projects.
People made a great outcry, he said, that no one would want to build
anymore, but in reality, a whole industry developed around providing those services to companies looking to build new structures.
However, any sort of change will require governmental ac-
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tion.
“Really the only option is regulation,” said Knouft, “and most
businesses foresee and expect shifts toward regulation,” and they
are preparing for those shifts.
Leverich also stressed that the issue must move beyond partisianship before Congress enacts any changes.
One industry has already developed around the idea of reducing
industrial greenhouse gas emissions, the Chicago Climate Exchange
(CCE). Every member company has a baseline level for all emissions,
determined by that company’s average emissions from 1998-2001.
The organization’s goal is to reduce the emissions of its collective
members 10 percent below the baseline by 2010.
This voluntary organization is like a “greenhouse gas stock
market, where members can sell spare emissions and buy new,”
according to the CCE website, www.chicagoclimatex.com. Every
day the prices change for metric tons of CO2, CH4, N2O, and other
greenhouse gases.
The organization is
just one example of the
growing awareness and
concern by businesses
for climate change. More
and more businesses are
finding it economical to
invest in environmentallyfriendly resources and
products, as shown by
the growing demand for
ethanol.
Wednesday, the Wall
Street Journal reported high growth in the value of midwest corn
farmland in 2006, in states including Michigan, Illinois, Wisconson,
Iowa, and Missouri, whose farmland values increased 5 percent.
The article attributed the increased property values to the growing
demand for ethanol, a corn-based environmentally friendly fuel that
“has become an option to replace a small but significant percentage
of the nation’s gasoline consumption.” (“Ethanol Boom Fuels Brisk
Sales of Midwest Farmland,” wsj.com, 3/7/07)
While national changes such as that will more likely positively
impact the environment, what we do here at SLUH is still important.
“None (of the things individuals can do) are huge, but if you
have a thousand people doing a lot of little things, no one person can
have a gargantuan impact, but if we can all do lots of little things,
those little things add up real quick,” said Anderson.
“A thousand or so people, in the tons and tons of carbon dioxide
that are out there, it’s not going to be a giant impact, but you’d like
to think that if you start doing a few things, that will trickle out
elsewhere, setting an example and get more and more people into
thinking about better habits,” said Anderson.

“None (of the things individuals can
do) are huge, but if you have a thousand people doing a lot of little things...
those little things add up real quick.”
—Bill Anderson

Thanks to Dr. Joe Leverich for access to the National Academies’
“Understanding and Responding to Climate Change.”
Christian Ronzio assisted with research for this article.
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Water polo set for
spring state march

John Martin
Reporter

A

fter enduring an extra long break due to the change in the
water polo season from fall to spring, the Jr. Bills are excited for the upcoming season. Following their nearly perfect
22-2 season and a Missouri State Championship, the Polobills
look only to improve. So how can a team improve on such an
impressive year?
“We handled the year and a half break as well as we could have,”
commented head coach Paul Baudendistel. “The team’s work ethic
has been impressive so far.”
“We have a lot of great talent returning this year,” added Jim
Heafner.
Heafner will return to the water following his outstanding performance (four goals) against Chaminade in the state championship.
Last year Heafner looked up to Mark Abram, the team’s main twometer, but with Abram gone, Heafner must lead the offense. That
job doesn’t seem too difficult with Kerry Read, Jake Roeckle, Tom
Tandler, Ray Kreinkamp, and Jason Applebaum all returning.
“We have been practicing really well and conditioning hard

see TREK, 11



In-line hockey wins season opener against Affton

Mark Anderson
Reporter

A

fter a bitter first-round playoff elimination in the 2006
season to Hazelwood Central and graduating four seniors
(Clint Mohs, Josh Engelbrecht, Austin Fitzgerald, and Dave Steitz), the St. Louis U. High in-line hockey club looks forward to
coming back faster and with superior goaltending. Replacing
the seniors, forward Chris Place assumed captaincy with Scott
Chesnek and Ben Pecher in the assistant captain slots. The varsity team also received two skaters in sophomores Tim Potter and
Ryan Boschert. Mark Anderson returns for his second season as
varsity goaltender.
Coming into the season opener, the team was anxious to see
how they would compare to Affton. The team started off cautiously,
with the score tied at zero until after three minutes of play, Potter
took a tripping penalty. Affton struggled to set up their power play,
but a defenseman managed to beat one SLUH player and snap a
quick shot past Anderson’s glove off the inside post. The remainder
of the half remained scoreless and ended with Affton on top 1-0.
Rebounding after halftime, SLUH broke out into a strong of

see ROLLER, 15

Volleyball hopes Strong D hopes Ultimate frisbee
to compete
to improve on to propel lacrosse
this season
in SLUJ
last season
Rory Faust
Reporter

A

fter a hard fought battle and disappointing second place finish at state
last year, the 2007 Jr. Billiken volleyball
squad is already focusing on a higher finish this year.
Last year’s team featured a very talented
group of five seniors, and this year’s four
returning seniors look to be a source of
leadership and encouragement for the young
team. The team will also feature several super
sophomores.
Returning seniors Tyler Caldwell, Rory
Faust, Dan Thuet, and Murphy Troy have the
court covered fairly well and juniors Justin
Cole and Pete Hock will add to the talent of
the very promising team.
The first game of the year is March 28
against Pattonville and the Volleybills invite
all fans to come cheer them on.

Sam Lay
Reporter

T

he St. Louis U. High varsity lacrosse
season ended last year with a loss to
MICDS in the semifinals of the state championship. Although they captured third
place in state, the team looks to go even
further into the playoffs this season, one
that will hopefully end with SLUH’s first
state championship. SLUH established itself as one of the premiere lacrosse teams
in the state last year, a reputation they
hope to maintain this year.
The varsity squad has 15 returning
players, eight of them seniors. The defense,
which played an important role in taking the
team as far as they went last year, looks to be
even better this year. With five returning long
poles, including Tom O’Keefe and Theron
Pajares, they look to be even better.
The middies also appear to be a strong

see LAX, 15

Matt Hubbard
Photography Editor

A

fter finishing sixth in state last year
(out of 12 teams) the St. Louis U.
High’s Ultimate Frisbee team returns for
its third year competing in the St. Louis
Ultimate Juniors (SLUJ) league.
The team lost the majority of its players
last year after graduation and now begins
the season with the majority of players on
the team for their first time. This presents
a problem to the Frizzbills, who are led
by captains Andrew Austermann and Matt
Hubbard, since only five of their players
have actually played in an Ultimate game
before, yet seven players play on the field
at a time.
Austermann said, “I look forward to
seeing how the new players perform in the
first game of the season. We have a lot of
guys that are more athletic than in previous

see CAP, 15

10

News

March 9, 2007

Human rights speaker comes to SLUH
Brian Bettonville
Staff

J

im Fitz of the Christian Peacemaker
Teams (CPT) paid the St. Louis U.
High community a visit to speak about social justice issues last Friday. His speech
addressed specifically the problems facing
the Central American nation Colombia,
but more broadly the importance of standing up for what is right, no matter how
drastic the action.
Fitz has been a full-time peacemaker
since 2002. He volunteers three months a year
working against the dangers of paramilitary
and guerrilla groups, which is worsening
in Colombia. He also gives many speeches
aimed to help the situation in Colombia, in
large part because of the $1.6 million a day

SINKHOLE

(from 1)
soccer and football fields, will return to SLUH
and patch up the turf that was rolled back
to make the repair. Zarrick said the track
surrounding the field was not damaged.
According to Zarrick, the soft ground
and extra grout required by the two drillings
indicates that area as the location of the
sinkhole’s “throat,” or point below ground
where soil is slipping. By blocking off the
throat, Zarrick believes the hole is fixed.
“The cause is still uncertain,” said Zarrick. He explained the three main theories
for the cause: the collapse of old mine shafts,
natural karst (limestone) formation, and the
movement of silt in the River Des Peres river
bed, which runs underneath the field. “To
this date, with all of the testing that we’ve
done, we are not sure which of those three
theories is the actual cause,” said Zarrick.
The repair measures should eliminate
this sinkhole completely, but the possibility
for future sinkholes under the baseball or
soccer fields still exists. “This treatment is
designed specifically to deal with an individual sinkhole,” said Zarrick. “This is not
a preventive measure.”

...Brave, Clean, and Reverent
In addition to the Eagle Scouts listed
in last week’s issue, Jim Heafner,
Drew Lucido, Kyle Nesslein, and
Andy Tayon are also Eagles.

that comes from the United States.
Through revealing pictures and several
powerful stories, Fitz informed the 14 attending students about the dangers of violence
and the causes of oppression. These topics
were almost always followed by a success
story of the peacemakers, showing that there
is hope as long as good men and women take
action.
Garavaglia was the driving force for both
the speech Fitz gave this year and a similar
one he gave last year in the Joe Schulte
Theater (see vol. 70, issue 27).
Garavaglia initially found out about CPT
when the news broke of the murder of one
of its members, John Fox, in Iraq last spring.
He was later contacted by the Inter-Faith
Committee on Latin America about having

Fitz make his speech at SLUH. Garavaglia
enjoyed the speech which Fitz gave and saw
incredible courage in his lifestyle.
“Here is this ordinary person who has
responded to the call of God in a very extraordinary way,” Garavaglia said. “He’s a
grandfather. When most people (his age) are
kicking back or stepping off the accelerator,
here’s a guy who’s still going.”
“He was really proud about what his
group does: bringing peace to all these poor
and corrupt parts of the world,” said junior
Carl Fasnacht. “He urged others to get involved with peace. He (showed us) that you
didn’t have to go out to other parts of the
world, but you could just start (peacemaking)
here and expand beyond.”

ZILSKE

ARCH

(from 2)
She was really (all there).”
Zilske left the hospital on Wednesday
and will eventually become “better than I
was before,” which she jokingly described
as “kind of creepy.” She won’t, however,
return to SLUH for about 30 days. “But I
will be back in time for senior follies,” she
said.
In the meantime, Zilske is trying to stay
calm and stress-free. “I’m not supposed to
do any housework,” she said. “I can’t lift
anything over ten pounds.”
Inspired by the heart attack, Zilske
also decided to quit smoking. Although the
doctors never said smoking caused the heart
attack, “It was definitely a wakeup call,”
said Zilske. She realized how important it
is to take care of her health; Zilske had been
smoking off and on since she was 18.
In the emergency room, Zilske was
troubled by the sight of a “girl who was
only 30 years old” who had a heart attack.
She said, “Everybody needs to start thinking
about (their health) now (and) talking to their
mothers, too, because (a heart attack) shows
up differently in women.”
Zilske wishes she could be back at SLUH
and said she misses everybody. All in all,
“she’s doing great,” said Morey.

(from 2)

to the center of both sides. SLUH’s seal—the
circular emblem with the fleur-de-lis in the
center—will be able to light up.
Director of Facilities Patrick Zarrick
hopes that the arch will “symbolize to both
members of the SLUH community and
visitors that the turnaround is now the main

R.I.P.
Captain
America
(1941-2007)

As a publication that stands for truth,
justice, and the American way, the Prep
News would like to honor the memory
of the late superhero Captain America
(a.k.a. Steve Rogers), who was taken
from us by a sniper’s bullet in the latest
issue of whatever comic he appears in.
Although we at the Prep News don’t
really understand how someone with
awesome superpowers like Captain
America can be killed by mere mortals,
we won’t question the logistics. And so
Captain America, we bid you a fond
farewell, at least until they resurrect
you for the movie.
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MACAULEY

(from 4)
rifle range and rifle team has such a spectacular safety record. By reverting to air
rifles, school administrators may actually
be encouraging reduced safety practices due
to a lower level of respect accorded these
supposedly “safer” guns.
Football is an infinitely more dangerous
sport than rifle. Where is the “discomfort”
associated with the knowledge that at any
moment during any football practice or game
a student could be paralyzed or lose his life
purely by a “chance” collision. Why, for over
60 years has there never been an accident
or injury on the rifle range? Because nothing is left to “chance”. The procedures and
protocols that are followed on the range and
by the rifle team insure that accidents don’t
happen.
Now, I am not proposing the elimination
of football, for it also has a rich and important
tradition at SLUH. But if risk is the major
evaluative criteria upon which this decision
was made, then let’s stop using phantom risk
and look at the facts. The facts don’t support
this change.
As an alumnus, I’d like to see traditions
that have distinguished SLUH upheld and
protected. The rifle range and the rifle team,
using .22 ammo, has always been a part of
that rich tradition which makes SLUH a
unique and desirable school. Arguments that
are based upon the fact that “other schools
are doing this” don’t hold water. I encourage our school administration to rise up to
the challenge of protecting important SLUH
traditions rather than caving to notions of
what is politically correct.
Consensus, I don’t think so. Not unless
you spell consensus B-U-F-F-A-L-O-E-D!
Mike Macauley, ‘78

NIENHAUS

(from 4)
Secondly, the other three facets of this argument are appalling. In the 60 years that
SLUH has had a rifle team, there has not
been a single accident on the range, and the
team has worked hard to make sure that this
does not change. I can understand that the
administration is concerned for the safety of
the students, but what facts are they citing
for these concerns? Our present coach, William Bresnahan, has given countless hours
to improving the program, and without his
guidance, the program would be nothing like
it is today. The administration has questioned
what will happen to the team when he decides
to leave. Eliminating smallbore as a preemptive measure to Will‘s eventual departure is
no reason to close down a central part of the
rifle program.
However, the dispute over public image is extremely disappointing. I can see
no legitimate reason for the decisions the
administration has made that justifies their
actions. Since when has the school that taught
students to think critically and to do the right
thing even in the face of opposition been
concerned with taking the easy way out?
Even for those who have no interest in rifle
whatsoever, the actions of the administration
are suspect because they undermine the diversity that SLUH so proudly advocates. Based
on the information they have provided thus
far, I find their choice hard to accept. We, as
SLUH students were taught by example what
the school stands for. Please do not discard
the ideals you work so hard to instill in your
students.
Brian Nienhaus, ‘05

photo by matt hubbard

PN Pic of the
Week
This piece of artwork appeared
outside that science department
earlier this week. It was put up by
Chinese teacher Dr. Ching-ling
Tai from the Chinese New Year’s
celebration. This year is the year
of the pig.

SINGLET
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my matches.”
The greatest moment for the team happened at the sectionals tournament. Due to
district realignment, the Jr. Bills faced area
powerhouses like Francis Howell and McCluer North, who made qualifying for state
much harder. The Bills had worked harder
in the wrestling room the weeks before this
event and jelled like never before.
Manager Kris Holmes observed, “When
it was on the line, everybody stepped up.”
The SayMyNamebills did just that, as they
advanced juniors Ken Homan and James
Barton, Andrew Austerman, and two-time
qualifier Andy Mueth to State. The accomplishment of getting four men into the state
tournament is a landmark that will command
more area attention for SLUH wrestling as the
coaching staff builds their dynasty team.
Next year you can bet on the SLUH team
filling out its lineup with a veteran corps of
seniors and juniors that will dominate area
tournaments.

TREK

(from 9)
get ready for the season,” said Read
The team recently elected Heafner,
Roeckle, and Read as their captains. These
three bring an excellent mix of offense and
defense. Roeckle and Heafner lead the way
offensively, while Read presents a massive
obstacle to opposing team’s two-meters.
With the impressive combination of talent and good work ethic, the team appears
to be in good shape. The coaches seem to
agree, as they recently voted SLUH No. 1
in the coach’s preseason poll.
“I’m really excited about this year’s
team. If we work hard and stay focused we
can do great things,” concluded Roeckle.
“We are ready for the games to start.”
Come see the AlmostNakedbills play
their first game against Kirkwood at MICDS
next Monday at 8:15 P.M.

Quote of the Week

“In a calm sea every man is a pilot.”
		 — John Ray
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MILNER

(from 3)
4AR, of which Mr. McKitrick was research
coordinator, states that “the hypothesis that
greenhouse gas emissions have produced or
are capable of producing a significant warming of the Earth’s climate… is credible, and
merits continued attention” (http://www.
uoguelph.ca/~rmckitri/research/ISPM.pdf).
ISPM’s main problem with this hypothesis is
that it “cannot be proven by formal theoretical
arguments.” In other words, Mr. McKitrick
and his colleagues are quite willing to acknowledge the possibility that greenhouse
gasses have either caused or exacerbated
global warming but are not yet convinced
of this hypothesis’s validity.
I find this sentiment echoed in both Mr.
Tandler’s and Mrs. Austermann’s letters, and
it deeply disturbs me. It suggests that in the
pursuit of scientific fact, we should first all
agree on a single fact so that it is undeniable,
so that all debate is dead, and then, only
then, act appropriately. The problem is that
we are only viewing part of the picture here.
Mr. McKitrick offers a cautious view of the
greenhouse gas hypothesis, 4AR offers that
of the scientific mainstream. What about the
other end of the debate’s spectrum?
Enter Hans-Joachim Schnellnhuber. Mr.
Schnellnhuber, a coordinating lead author of
Working Group 2 in the Third Assessment
Report for the IPCC (released back in 2001),
paints a more alarming picture of climate
change. He accepts the greenhouse gas hypothesis and believes that it has placed the
global environment in a precarious balance.
He offers a list of 12 “tipping points,” each of
which could throw the world into irreversible
catastrophe. Because of the limited abilities of modeling systems to predict future
developments (a point also agreed upon by
the ISPM), the world may be reaching the
brink for any of these tipping points.
A possible scenario: The Greenland
Ice Sheet, which has recently developed
unforeseen fissures due to increased melting,
dissolves into the Atlantic Ocean. The influx
of once-frozen freshwater not only raises sea
levels worldwide but also slows the oceans’
thermohaline circulation, or the current that
carries warm water from the surface of the
Indian Ocean to the depths of the North Atlantic. Sea life depends on this circulation,
and if it slows to a stop, plankton, some of

Opinion
the marine food chain’s most vital organisms may perish. Want to talk catastrophe?
Imagine the extinction of all marine life,
from the bottom up. If you don’t think this
will affect human civilization, you need to
take another look.
To the SLUH student body: I support
Mr. Moran’s proposal because I care about
our world. I believe the probability of greenhouse gasses effecting climate change and the
danger of climate change is great enough to
justify pre-emptive action. I strongly question our current leaders’ hesitation in even
considering such action. Certainly they have
let us down on countless other fronts. In each
of those cases, we will also eventually have
to clean up the mess. We are the leaders of
tomorrow. We are the best, the brightest.
(According to Louie, we’re even the most attractive (and who could argue with Louie?).)
We are the most well-equipped and well-positioned to start dealing with big problems
now. What is the worst-case scenario? That
greenhouse gasses have no effect on the
environment and we have simply learned
how to control our lifestyle? I think the risk
is worth the potential payoff of survival.
To my senior brothers: We’ve had a
rough four years. We watched the old parking lot dissolve before our eyes into a big
mudhole (or is it a sinkhole?). We were
banished to the farthest reaches of the Dino
Lot in the spring of sophomore year. In junior
year, we were relegated to the Gravel Lot.
Confusion and car crashes abounded. This
year, we finally got an actual parking lot,
only to find that we had to WALK all the
way up the new sidewalk. To make matters
worse, those cocky underclassmen decided
to disrespect the time-honored tradition of
senior parking. They stole the best spots, and
we were sent to the back of the lot. Now, after
we have finally reclaimed our birthright (de
juro, if not totally de facto), this crazy Moran
guy tries to tell us that he’s got a new system,
one based on what we drive rather than what
class we’re in. Oh, the “injustice!” (to quote
Brian Hoelting, PN vol. 71, issue 6).
You know what? Cry about it.
Senior parking was a privilege. There’s
no constitution being violated here; one
year the school just said, “Hey, seniors are
okay guys. They’ve done their time. Let’s
give them some parking places.” But times
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change. The old lot is gone. The old rules are
going with it. Instead of complaining about
it, let’s be seniors.
I don’t know how many of you have real
siblings, but I do. I have a younger brother.
Let me tell you something about being an
older brother: Whether he admits it or not,
your younger brother is always looking up
to you, and he’ll follow your example to
the end of the earth. As our class theme is
brotherhood, shouldn’t we act like older
brothers? Mr. Moran’s system is not meant
as a short-term punishment for current SUV
drivers, but rather as a long-term disincentive, to discourage future SLUH students,
our future brothers, from driving fuel-inefficient cars. I agree that it needs ironing out
to provide certain exceptions, but the idea
rests on a solid foundation. And honestly,
is the walk going to be that big of a deal in
April and May? But if the SUV drivers out
there worry about feeling lonely on the long
trek to school, I’ll offer you a deal: I’ll park
my car back there with you, and I’ll walk
the distance with you. We can even hold
hands.
Let’s be leaders. Let’s be frontrunners.
Let’s support one of the first community actions to discourage irresponsible use of our
world’s resources and to save our planet.
Ad majorem dei gloriam,
Joe Milner, ‘07

HERMAN

(from 4)
the land, they know that the Second Amendment of the Constitution does not grant
the right to own weapons. We, Americans,
have the right to “bear arms.” Far too many
liberal interpretations of this law have been
made by the far left NRA. The right to “bear
arms” means that we are allowed to have
arms that belong or have belonged to a bear.
Polar bears are not allowed to be killed for
their arms because President Bush knows
that the Constitution was made to protect
all-powerful white creatures. But I digress
from my topic. In conclusion the dedication
SLUH has to true knowledge will not allow
us to use .22 rifles; air rifles fit better into
the Constitution and are a far more efficient
way of destroying life.
Nick Herman, ’07
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C+G+I+X
(from 3)
ing both studies, but the important thing is
the bottom line. Not knowing the extent of
the threat should not stop us from acting to
prevent the problem.
Mrs. Austermann, on the other hand,
wrote to refute two words that Jim Santel
used to describe global climate change in his
commentary the week before: “undeniable
truth.” Her recommendation was that we
shouldn’t jump to conclusions about global
warming as an “undeniable” fact. His point
was simply that the climate has been changing drastically and that scientists are saying
it is “very likely” due to humans and global
warming. Nowhere in that argument does he
dismiss further questioning or refutations as
“anti-earth,” as Mrs. Austermann put it.
In addition, she cited Ross McKitrick,
an associate professor of economics at the
University of Guelph who was an “expert
reviewer” for the IPCC, from an opinion he
wrote in Newsweek International. He said
that many of the scientists whose names are
on the IPCC report may disagree with details
of the report, including the summary: “Most
of the observed increase in globally averaged
temperatures since the mid-20th century is
very likely due to the observed increase in
anthropogenic greenhouse gas concentrations.” He argued that “most participants”
had no say in the summary because they only
worked on small parts of the report. His point
is certainly valid but it doesn’t invalidate the
study. The IPCC was a major project boasting many experts from around the world. In
addition to the 800 contributors and 2500
expert reviewers, there were 450 lead authors and representatives from 113 signing
governments who went over the report line
by line for three days before publishing it.
Should their findings be dismissed because
some contributors may disagree with the
way the lead authors interpreted the data?
Even Mr. McKitrick said, “No one should
trivialize this achievement.”
We ask: Why quibble over tiny details
that distract the public from the actual issue?
Does it really matter that we don’t know
exactly what will happen 50 years down
the road? Does it matter that we don’t know
if the ocean will rise two feet or 20? What
matters is that groups of scientists all over
the world are telling us that global warming

is a threat, and it should not be ignored by
the general public any longer.
When people argue about exactly how
much higher the oceans will be in 100 years
or what percentage of signing scientists agree
with what percentage of a report, they get
lost in petty details that distract everyone
from the ultimate issue.
Humans and their pollution are causing
more problems than just CO2 emissions and
global warming. Every day mankind destroys
more and more rainforests and forests to
continue suburban sprawl or provide paper
to stock the global economy. We are increasing the amount of CO2 by a huge percentage
and at the same time, decreasing the planet’s
ability to respond. According to the Carbon
Dioxide Information Analysis Center of the
US Department of Energy, 303 billion tons
of CO2 have been released since the beginning of the Industrial Revolution in 1751,
with 50 percent released since 1970. This
accounts for a 37 percent increase in CO2
globally. According to www.rainforest.net,
1.78 acres of rainforest trees are cut down
per second. With only approximately 7.8
million square miles of virgin rainforest left,
that is one percent destroyed every year.
Global warming may not have immediate effects, and may not have any appreciable
effect even in the long run. Even so, we are
called by our Christian and Ignatian ideals to
respect all forms of life. This extends not only
to animals and the earth, but also to future
generations, upon which these ecological
changes will have the greatest effect. Does
humanity as a whole want to look back 100
years in the future and say that we wished
we acted when we had the chance?
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be better in this regard in the future.
The changes which are taking place in the
rifle program are not a result of a blemished
record or the lack of leadership this program
has in place. As the article rightly points out,
these are strengths. SLUH has been fortunate
to have leaders such as Will Bresnahan and
Michael Barron (with the help of responsible
students and supportive parents) who have
followed the great legacy laid down by
Fr. Hagan. The changes are a result of the
recognition of the changing world around
us and the change in programs across the
area. In order to truly stay competitive, our
program needed to reflect the opportunity to
compete locally—and that is in air rifle not
small bore, live ammunition.
Our rifle program and the experience
of all of our young men in the proper safety
and care of firearms are admirable. Creating
a safe environment for all of our students
is our task and responsibility. Giving our
young men the tools to compete and to find
their leadership place in our community is
our charge. As your article points out, I think
we met those goals.
Thom Digman

Jumble

Unscramble these four Jumbles
(words), one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
ROOTS
TABLE
ROUTED
HAMPTON

drawing by Matt hubbard

Now arrange the circled letters to form the
answer to the following question, as suggested by the cartoon.

There’s currently no gate in SLUH’s
alley because it got
”
“
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states and watch some great matches.
When play did begin, it went very well.
The Havefunbills grabbed nine of 32 spots
remaining in the No. 6 gold division, second
only to Beaverton who had 10, and three
spots in the quarterfinals of No. 3 doubles.
Godefroid won his quarterfinal match in
gold 15-3, 15-6, and Brooks won his second
round match 15-4, 15-12 in red.
At the two seed, Burkemper faced off
against local foe Ryan Sump of Vianney.
Burkemper dominated the match and showed
no mercy, winning 15-4, 15-9 and placing
himself in the semifinals of gold.
The biggest match of the night was
Marsek’s No. 5 singles against one of those
pesky Beavers. Behind in points, this was a
spot to make up some ground. Unfortunately,
it was not Marsek’s night. Most of his shots
came back into the middle, and he was never
able to establish control of the match in a
15-5, 15-4 loss.
The day ended with the Letitdropbills
in third place behind Beaverton and LaSalle
but in excellent position to strike.
Saturday began with Brooks’ red quarterfinal match against an opponent from
Queens, New York. The match was tough on
a sore Brooks, but he flew around the court,
giving his all. He came out on the losing end,
though, 15-12, 15-9.
In the No. 6 bracket, Baer, Todd Swift,
and junior Patrick Probst all advanced to
the quarterfinals, but could not make it any
further. Swift almost pulled out a win, but
he lost 11-9 in a tiebreaker.
No. 4 junior Joe Hoffman began play
on Saturday in singles. He handily won his
quarterfinal over an opponent from Sprague
and his semifinal against an opponent from
LaSalle to set up a final on Sunday against
a Beaver.
Godefroid played his semifinal, another
important match, against LaSalle’s third seed.
This match did not go well. Godefroid had
problems keeping the ball down at times,
and at other times kept skipping. The result
was a 15-6, 15-7 loss.
Godefroid and Hoffman later teamed up
in doubles, winning easily twice to advance
to Sunday’s final in the No. 2 bracket.
Also in doubles action, Brooks and
Burkemper returned to play their quarterfinal

Sports
against Chaminade. The double B’s set the
tone from the beginning and dominated the
entire match, 15-1, 15-4.
Burkemper then had a short rest until his
semifinal. Even if he had a week, it would not
have done much good. He was overmatched
and dominated by LaSalle’s No. 2, 15-3,
15-2.
Less than two hours later, Brooks and
Burkemper were back in action against LaSalle’s top team, former Junior World doubles
champions. The match was exciting from the
start, each point going back and forth. LaSalle
took the first game, though, 15-7. Brooks and
Burkemper switched up their strategy in the
second game and pounded the more tired
of their opponents with shots. After gaining
the lead for a few points, it began to look as
if they might even take the game. But their
rallies stalled, and LaSalle crept ahead by a
few points. Despite the spectacular shots from
Brooks and scrambling dives by Burkemper,
LaSalle finished on top, 15-10.
After the match, LaSalle’s coach was
overheard remarking, “(Brooks and Burkemper) are the best competition our boys have
had in a while. These guys know how to play.”
Both boys agreed that it was the best match
they had played together and were pleased
with their performance after playing as a
team for only a few weeks.
Heading into Sunday, the Racquetbills
were still in third behind LaSalle and Beaverton. At this point, Beaverton was out of
reach, but second was realistic and third was
a lock.
Sunday’s first match was the No. 3
doubles final with Swift and partner Dean
Hunter taking on a pair of Beavers. Still
undefeated as a team, they looked to close
out a perfect season with a national title, but
they just could not get into a groove. After
two tough games, it was over, 15-8, 15-9,
and a perfect season was lost.
The day’s next match ended up as
the biggest of the tournament. Brooks and
Burkemper were matched against CBC in
the third-place game. Each Jr. Bill had lost
to one of the CBC opponents in the state
tournament three weeks previously. What
ensued was an emotional, intense battle.
Brooks and Burkemper began sluggishly. Their shot selection was poor, and
they did not appear comfortable in the court,
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losing the first game 15-6.
“It was freezing in there,” said Brooks
between games.
The tandem came out on fire in the
second game. They picked on the weaker of
the two opponents and forced several poor
shots. The result was a 15-6 win.
The tiebreaker was back and forth the
entire way. Down 6-7, Brooks and Burkemper
fought their way to a 9-7 lead. CBC regained
the serve, though, and evened the score at
9-9 on a controversial hinder call.
Brooks and Burkemper called timeout
and regained their focus. They received
a gift when CBC’s top player skipped on
the next two rallies. With the serve back in
their possession, the twosome won the next
two points and grabbed third place in the
nation.
In singles, Godefroid lost in a tiebreaker
against an all-too-familiar CBC foe, 11-6.
Hoffman lost his singles final in two, and
Burkemper lost his third place singles match
in two games.
When the scores were tallied, the Racquetbills finished third in Boys, less than 50
points behind LaSalle and more than four
hundred ahead of CBC. They also finished
seventh overall. This was the first year they
were allowed to compete in the overall
competition thanks to contributions from
Chinese exchange student Cathy Fu.
Brooks and Burkemper also received
All-America honors, the first Jr. Bills to
receive the honors in three years.
It was a great end to a good season
for the squad, and it was celebrated in now
trademark fashion: with Snack Packs. The
players will now take a break to heal and
rest before beginning the spring racquetball
season after spring break.

Quote of
the Week
“People think it would be cool to be
a super genius, but they don’t realize
how hard it is to put up with all the
idiots in the world.”
—Calvin, from Calvin and
			
Hobbes
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and a great attitude from the jumpers, this
looks very likely.
With some of the best freshmen and
sophomores SLUH has ever seen rising
through the depth charts, this year’s distance
squad could be taking more of a youthful
approach. These young guys however are
anything but inexperienced, looking poised
every time they step on the track. Led by a
few race-tested seniors, this squad should be
able to score big points in all the meets this
year.
With the first meets of the season approaching fast and the sinkhole on the field
finally filled, the team is hustling to get ready
for some tough competition. Defending their
title will be no easy task, but the squad will
be well prepared and ready to go when the
time to race comes.
The first meet of the year will be at
Washington University on the last Saturday
of Spring Break. Events will start at 9 a.m.
in the morning and continue throughout the
day. Be there to watch SLUH show its speed
and strength.

CAP
(from 9)

I hope that the athleticism will overcome any
inexperience that the players have.”
The SLUJ expanded this year, to 14
teams total, with the addition of Vashon High
School and Parkway Central High School.
Returning SLUH rivals include the everdaunting DeSmet, the Cadets from CBC,
and the defending state champs Parkway
North.
Under the excellent guidance of moderator Tom Broekelmann, the team has shifted its
practices this year from the confined spaces
of SLUH’s upper field to the luxurious plains
of Tower Grove Park. This gives the team the
ability to play on a game regulation field in
scrimmages and also gives them more room
to run in warm-ups.
The team’s first game is this Sunday at
2 p.m. at Marquette High School.

Reminder

By order of Congress, daylight savings time
will begin next Saturday night/ Sunday
morning. Remember to set your clocks an
hour ahead.

News
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fensive game. Only 90 seconds into the
half, Pecher managed to carry the puck into
the slot behind the defense and shove the
puck under the Affton goalkeeper to tie the
game. After another two minutes of play,
Place picked the pocket of an Affton player
and then sprinted back into the Affton zone.
With some quick footwork and a blast of a
slap shot, Place beat the goaltender blocker
side and netted his first goal of the night,
putting SLUH in the lead 2-1. Place scored
again, four minutes later, giving SLUH a
two-goal lead.
Late in the second half, an Affton player
intercepted a bobbled pass to sophomore
Mike Ikemeier and took off down the floor
with Ikemeier in pursuit. Furious back checking prevented the Affton skater from going in
unmolested on goaltender Anderson. Finally
breaking free of Ikemeier, the Affton player
swooped across the slot and slid the puck
towards the net, but Anderson deflected the
shot with his skate into the corner. Calling
Ikemeier for holding, Affton went on the
power play for the second time.
Just 30 seconds into the power play, an
Affton skater made a beautiful cross between
the defense to his teammate, who buried the
puck in the net, closing the gap to one goal
with 1:12 remaining.
SLUH surged back and dominated the
rest of the game. Place answered the Affton
goal half a minute later, putting the game out
of reach for Affton, despite a pulled goalie
with seconds remaining, and earned himself
a hat trick for the night.
SLUH’s powerful puck possession and
aggressive defense controlled the flow of the
game and held Affton to only ten shots.
Both Potter and Boschert played well
in their first varsity games and will be depended on in the future. Anderson looked
strong in net, with two breakaway saves and
solid rebound control. Next up for the team
is Eureka (1-0-0) at 9:00 p.m. at Madison
Square Gardens Tri-Plex in St. Peters this
Saturday.

Sortes of the Day

“O passi graviora, dabit deus his quoque
finem.” Aeneid, Book 1.199
O grave suffering, the god will give and end
to even these things.
Fate: God will end the suffering of exams and
replace it with a great spring break.
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point for the Laxbills. With 5 returning middie seniors, including senior Paul Heffernan,
this year’s team should have plenty of depth
and experience.
The attack will be the most unpredictable part of the team. The squad lost two
senior attackmen, including leading scorer
Justin Langan. The team will however return
Lay and juniors Brett Siegfried and Ryan
McMahill at attack.
They open the season this Saturday at
the Lacrosse Jamboree, and will travel to
Washington, D.C. for a tournament over
Spring Break.
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by Peter Mackowiak
Editors’ note: Sports schedules were not
available as of press time.

FRIDAY, MARCH 9

Schedule R
IM BB-Sr/Faculty
Senior Mom Prom
College Visits:
Notre Dame (Tom Junker, ’05)
Cheese Garlic Bread, Spicy Catfish Strips

SATURDAY, MARCH 10

Placement Test for Class of 2011
Soph. Class Dance
Muny Adults’ Auditions

SUNDAY, MARCH 11

Ultimate Frisbee @ Marquette, 2pm
Muny Adults’ Auditions

MONDAY, MARCH 12
Schedule R
IM Bomb/Fac
Orange Shirt Monday
NHS Meeting (theater)
Tony’s Pizza

NHS Math
Problem of
the Week

300 at 12
Calendar

TUESDAY, MARCH 13

Schedule H
Meeting for 2011 Class & Parents

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 14

Quarter Exams (through Friday)
ACES/PAL Sessions 6:30-8pm

SATURDAY, MARCH 17

ACES Mixer
Make-up Placement Test for Class of 2011
Spring Break! (through 3/25)

SUNDAY, MARCH 18

Ultimate Frisbee @ Francis Howell
Central, 2pm

MONDAY, MARCH 26

Schedule R
Orange Shirt Monday
Cookies, Grilled Steak and Cheese on
FrenchBread

TUESDAY, MARCH 27
Schedule R
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March 9 - March 30
Grades Due
Sr. Class Meeting
IM Kickball—Fr/So/Jr
College Visits:
Baker University
Nachos, Papa John’s

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 28

Schedule R
Fr Eng Tutorial
IM Kickball—So/Jr/Sr
Bosco Sticks, Spaghetti, Garlic Bread

THURSDAY, MARCH 29
Schedule L
Faculty Workshop, 7:45am
Theater Fieldtrip
Late Start, Wraps

FRIDAY, MARCH 30

Schedule R
Sr Class Liturgy
IM Kickball—Fr/So/Jr
Cashbah Preview Party
Tator Tots Brunch, Biscuits/Gravy, French
Toast, Eggs, Funnel Cakes

Sinkhole Filled

PHOTO BY MATT HUBBARD

You have two hourglasses: a 7 minute one
and an 11 minute one. Using just these
hourglasses, how do you accurately time
15 minutes? 10 minutes? 1 minute? - From
the University of California, Berkeley, site
of the 1964 Free Speech Movement.

PN Fancy Word
of the Week
Directions:Read Fancy Word of the Week;
use liberally throughout the day, especially in conversation with English teachers.
Terpsichorean (adj.): Pertaining to
dancing.
“Ms. Bieber, do you know of any
terpsichorean classes I can take senior
year?”

Workmen fill the sinkhole in the soccer stadium Monday. The sinkhole, one of
several that have plagued Vision 2000, was found in January. See article, p.1.

