Saturday’s talent show to feature bands, odd tricks
Jim Santel
Core Staff

S

t. Louis U. High’s annual STUCO Talent Show is always a veritable feast
of psychedelic rock ‘n roll, death-defying stunts, electrifying dance moves, and
groan-inducing humor. A consistently
popular event, it will celebrate its fifth
birthday on Saturday night when it is
brought to the masses after the SLUHDuBourg basketball game at 7 p.m. in the
Joseph Schulte Theater.
	However, problems during last year’s
Talent Show, including fire-code violating
attendance and excessive length, have led
STUCO to enact several changes to this
year’s production.

	In previous years, the Talent Show has
been held on the evening of the last day of
classes before Christmas Break. Typically,
it followed the SLUH-DeSmet basketball
game, itself a large draw for crowds. This
year, however, the show is being held a week
earlier and follows the SLUH-DuBourg basketball game, historically not a well-attended
basketball game.
“We found that … a lot of people go to
(the SLUH-DeSmet) games anyway, so we
have an overflow wanting to go to the Talent
Show. Now that we realize that the Talent
Show is a pretty popular event by itself,
couple that with not many people going to
(the DuBourg game), that would get people to
go to the DuBourg game,” explained STUCO
moderator Brock Kesterson. “We’ve talked

Fine Arts Performance
photo by matt sciuto

Dancers, singers, and band
members of SLUH put on the
annual Fine Arts Christmas
show last weekend. The symphonic band opened the show
with a Christmas song medley
under Bryan Mueller’s direction during a special assembly
period in school on Friday
and again on Sunday. Then,
Joe Koestner’s choir students
regaled audiences with “Fanfare and Noel,” among other
songs, accompanied by junior
Matt Anderson on piano at the
performances. Barefoot dancers
from Simonie Bieber’s dance
class frolicked spritely on stage
for a 15 minute performance
to close the event. At left, the
dance class flaunts freshman
dancer Andy Frank at the Fine
Arts assembly last Friday.

about next year maybe not associating (the
Talent Show) with any sort of sporting event
at all, just having it on its own.”
During its first four years of existence,
admission to the Talent Show has been free.
However, each year brought larger crowds
as the Talent Show’s popularity grew. Last
year, a large line to enter the show formed
in the Danis Lobby at halftime of the
basketball game. Therefore, following the
success of the ticket system implemented
at the August Back-to-School Mixer for
similar crowd-control reasons, STUCO has
applied a comparable system to this year’s
Talent Show.
“There’s not going to be a line this year,”
STUCO president Scott Rice emphasized.

see TALON-TED, 10

ACSA discusses
graduation date,
mixer policy
Tim Huether
Editor in Chief

S

t. Louis U. High School’s Advisory Committee for Student Affairs
(ACSA) met for the second time this year
in the Robinson Library on Monday. The
committee, composed of parents, students,
teachers, and administrators, first finished
the discussion begun during the previous
ACSA meeting in October regarding psychiatric help for students in need, before
discussing the possibility of changing the
date of graduation, and the school’s mixer
behavior and attire policy.
	Assistant Principal for Student Affairs

see ASK-A, 14
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Junior parking lot set to close over break

December 16, 2005

Warehouse on Berthold
to come down next week
	Because of the demolition, the junior impact, but there will also be a significant

Charlie Landis
Staff

P

resident David Laughlin mailed
home a letter to SLUH families this
week outlining the upcoming construction projects for the Vision 2000 (V2K)
expansion.  As a part of the project, SLUH
plans to build a new parking lot just west
of the new soccer stadium that is currently
under construction. This new construction
will drastically affect the current parking
situation for SLUH drivers.
	The current parking situation will change
this school year with the imminent demolition
of the warehouse currently located between
the temporary gravel and Dino parking lots.
The building, clad with dinosaur paintings
for the Science Center, is actually owned
by an outside company, but they will leave
the premises by Dec. 19 so that SLUH can
move in and demolish the warehouse before
the end of the year.

gravel lot will be shut down for the month
of January. The juniors will park in the
main lot while the seniors are on project,
and sophomores will continue to park in the
Dino lot.
Director of Facilities Patrick Zarrick
said, “Our target date is to start demo (of
the warehouse) on Dec. 22. ... That way,
we have a month for demo and crushing of
the material, because while the seniors are
on project, the gravel lot will be shut down.
And then hopefully the plan is to have that
building demo-ed, crushed, and graded so
that we have (the gravel lot) back up and running by the time (the seniors) come back.”
	Under the V2K expansion plans, SLUH
will begin to construct a new parking lot over
spring break where the old warehouse stood.
That parking lot will eventually become the
main lot for SLUH students.
	Since the seniors will be on project, the
closing of the gravel lot will have only a minor

Author Finneran shares
experience, insights on writing
Tim Malecek
Core Staff

K

athleen Finneran, St. Louis native
and author of The Tender Land, visited English teacher Frank Kovarik’s senior
Alienated Hero class on Friday to read
sections from her memoir and answer student questions.
Finneran spent ten years on The Tender
Land, her first published book, and is currently working on her second, entitled Motherhood Once Removed, a memoir about her
nieces and nephews. Finneran is a graduate
of Washington University in St. Louis and
has been interested in writing since grade
school.
Although she dabbled in fiction and poetry, she decided her sharp memory marked
her best for non-fiction. She pulls strongly
from her Catholic background to charge her
memoir with meaning and make writing almost sacramental. The Tender Land focuses
on Finneran’s relationship with her family

using her brother’s suicide at fifteen as the
unifying theme throughout the book.
Kovarik invited Finneran to speak
with the class after  they finished reading
her memoir earlier in the week. He had
spoken to art teacher Joan Bugnitz, a friend
of Finneran’s, about Finneran’s visiting St.
Louis U. High.
“I thought it would be neat for the guys
in the class to hear a writer in person, reading
her own words, and also get the chance to
ask her questions about a book they’d been
reading,” Kovarik said.
For the first twenty minutes, Finneran
read a passage from both the first and last
chapter of the book. Afterwards, students
asked Finneran questions about both The
Tender Land and memoir writing.
	Tim Seltzer opened by asking about the
deep insights into her life presented in the
book, but Finneran noted that sharing her
life did not bother her. She did, however,
say that what troubled her most was actually

see FINNERAN, 13

change in the parking arrangement for the
last two weeks in March. “The other thing
that’s going to complicate matters is the time
period in March,” Zarrick commented.
	But while the new lot is being constructed, SLUH will depend on the Science
Center to provide use of the Dino lot for
SLUH students. During the last two weeks of
March, though, the Science Center needs to
use the lot because of an influx of patrons due
to the various spring breaks of schools.
“That last week of March is going to
be a real issue, because we won’t have (the
Dino lot).  That’s the week before Cashbah
and we’re really gonna feel the pinch, that
probably more than any (time) for the rest
of the year,” Zarrick said.
For one of the weeks, SLUH will be on
spring break, so parking won’t be an issue.
But for the last week in March, SLUH mothers will descend on the school to prepare

see PARADISE , 13

Manary a perfect
2 4 0 o n PSAT
Matt Hubbard
Reporter

J

unior Micah Manary scored a perfect
score of 240 on the Preliminary SAT
(PSAT) exam, which sophomores and
juniors are required to take. The test was
given at SLUH on Oct. 12 this year.
	According to guidance counselor Dave
Mouldon, juniors who score over a 214-15
on the selection index can go on to become
National Merit Semifinalists. Those who
become National Merit Finalists can receive
scholarships for college.
	A perfect score on the PSAT (240) is even
rarer than a perfect score in either the SAT
(2400) or the ACT (36). Guidance department chairman Ken McKenna commented,
“I don’t think I’ve ever seen a 240.”
	The highest score on the PSAT last year
was a 233, scored by current senior Timo
Kim.
	Manary topped Kim with his perfect
score on the PSAT exam. “I was really sur-

see MANARY, 13
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Letter to the Editors

Cole, ’06, addresses graduation date change

To the editors:
I am writing to explain the graduation date conflict for the class of
2006. For those of you not aware, a major conflict currently exists
with our graduation date and the state finals in both track and tennis. Personally, I feel that one senior missing on stage at Powell
Symphony Hall is one too many.
While this issue will most directly affect the senior class, it is
also an issue that the entire SLUH community needs to address.
Currently, the graduation Mass and dinner is scheduled for Friday,
May 26, here at SLUH. The graduation ceremony is the next day,
Saturday, May 27, with the senior lock-in that night. However this
year, as in many other recent years, state track and field finals and
state tennis finals are also scheduled for the same weekend.
Last year both our track and tennis teams took third in state,
and this year both teams are looking forward to even better seasons.
Since both competitions are out of town, it is very possible that many
seniors will have to hurry home and join the graduation ceremony
late, or miss it entirely. Fans wishing to support these teams will not
be able to do so that Saturday. In the past, some graduates have had
diplomas dropped off at their houses, after successfully representing
SLUH in Jeff City. Other seniors also face the dilemma of choosing
between running track or going to graduation.
	After speaking with both coaches, it appears approximately 8 to
14 seniors will likely be affected. This includes three tennis seniors
who competed at the state level last year, and the rest are our track
athletes, many of whom won events at State last year. Baseball state
sectionals are also scheduled for earlier that day, but I have been assured that baseball players have never missed graduation in at least
15 years. A group of seniors, started mainly by Jordan Bushong, are
exploring this issue to see if we could change the date of graduation.
	After speaking with students, teachers, coaches, and administrators, it is clear that everyone wishes that the conflict didn’t exist.
On Friday, December 9, I met with Mr. Clark, Mr. Michalski, Dr.
Schenkenberg, and Mr. Laughlin to express my concern about the
graduation date. I appreciated the opportunity to speak with them,
and I feel their support on this issue. It is my hope that they continue
to explore alternatives to the current graduation date.
We went to the Student Advisory Committee meeting Monday
night, and received even more support there. We decided to take this
issue directly to the seniors. Tuesday morning during homeroom,
we polled 216 members of our class. When asked the question, “Is
it important to you that we move the graduation date to accommodate conflicts because of sports?” 200 of those polled (92.6%) said
“Yes,” and 16 said “No.” When asked the question “Do you think
your family will be able to adjust to any proposed changes, even if
it means significantly changing the schedule of that weekend?” 206
of those polled (95.4%) said “Yes,” and 10 said “No.”
	It should also be added that many seniors, while answering yes,
expressed some concern. A few said that they don’t want to diminish
the effect of graduation. Some said they are not sure of their family’s
plans for that weekend. Some felt very strongly about this issue and



wrote paragraphs on why it should be moved. This information, and
other information that you may have, is beneficial to us.
While almost everyone agrees graduation should be moved to
ensure every senior’s presence, we have problems in doing so. For
one, we have had a contract for this specific date and time with Powell Symphony Hall for some time. This venue is highly sought after
and must be booked far in advance. Second, graduation invitations
have already been ordered with that date and time. Third, graduation weekend has followed this schedule for years, and to move the
graduation day would mean that Mass, dinner, and the lock-in may
also have to be moved. The Mass and dinner are held at SLUH and
could probably be moved easily, or more easily than the lock-in,
which has also been under contract for some time. Finally, graduation weekend means family from out of town. Some families may
already be planning graduation parties, flights to come in town, etc.
Other families may have college graduations on the following day.
	Powell Symphony Hall may be available on Sunday, May 28,
at 1 p.m., the day after the current graduation date. Breaking our
current contract could cost more money, but that is something that
is being looked into. Because of the amount of business SLUH
does with Jostens, they may be able to help change the invitations
or add a notice indicating the date and/or time change for no cost.
I am unaware of the contract status with the lock-in, but I do know
that a great deal of work has already been put into the lock-in, and
a change would bring more work as well. I have been told that the
administration hopes to have more information on these problems
by sometime today.
	Please do not get your hopes up. I am telling you what I have
heard, but my take on the issue may not be the entire picture. We
have taken this issue to the administration to move the graduation
this year for the class of 2006. If we are unsuccessful, it is our hope
the date could be moved for other classes, eliminating the conflict
with sports. The important thing to do now is to tell your parents
about what is going on. Tell them that we are seriously looking at
changing the events of that weekend, and see how they feel. Let us
know. Let the school know.
	The reason I want to change the graduation date is to enable
every member of our class to be present at graduation, to be on stage
at Powell Hall with their class one last time. These athletes have
been representing our school by competing in track and tennis for
four years in the hopes of winning the state championships. To make
them choose between state finals and graduating with their class is
an unfair choice some of our best SLUH athletes are forced to make.
We cannot lose sight of that. Again, please talk to your families and
make them aware of what is going on. Our administration is looking
into the conflict, and if it sounds like we can change the graduation,
they will be sending out letters to the parents of seniors to inform
them that we are considering changing the graduation weekend to
see where they stand on proposed changes.
Connor Cole ‘06
STUCO Sports Officer

News



Recycling efforts accelerate
Scott Mueller
Staff

A

s part of St. Louis U. High’s effort to
increase recycling efforts, members
of the Science Club, Environmental Action Club (EAC), and the AP Environmental Science class are now doing rounds to
collect the recycling in the blue trash cans
throughout the school.
	The idea came from President Dave
Laughlin during a meeting about how to
get more of the recycling in the homeroom
baskets into the bin located on the Berthold
parking lot. “We were all trying to come
up with solutions as to how we could make
it easier to get the recycling out to the recycling bin. We were all trying to think of
ways that would make it easier for the work
grant students to get it out there, but instead
(Laughlin) proposed the idea that we get
together a group of students to go down the
halls twice a week with rolling bins and it
worked out—we started that this week,”
senior Cliff Leek commented.
The first rounds were made Tuesday
morning during activity period. The group

plans on collecting the recycling on Tuesday
and Friday throughout the school year. Currently 18 students from the various clubs
have volunteered to collect the recycling.
	The science club hopes that the added
focus on recycling will help them to accomplish their mission statement of seeing and
improving the environment.
	AP Environmental Science teacher and
EAC moderator Bill Anderson said, “The
main idea is for students to take responsibility
for the recycling around here, because it’s
the right thing to do and its our school and
we need to step up and be responsible for
it.”
Junior Joe Kuensting, a member of the
Science Club, commented on the work they
were doing. “ I think it’s going well, its a good
step. We’re a Jesuit high school. We should
be doing our part for the environment.”
Kuensting also commented about the
success they were having saying, “The bin
is definitely more full then I’ve ever seen.”
	The clubs hope that as the year continues
and people start to see the work they are

see THREE R’S, 12

Things Fall Apart speaker visits

Dan Everson
Staff

N

igerian poet Obi Nwakanma, friend
of English teacher David Callon, visited St. Louis U. High last Friday to speak
to Callon’s and fellow English teacher
Terry Quinn’s sophomore English classes.
Nwakanma discussed the novel Things
Fall Apart, written by Nigerian author
Chinua Achebe, which the two classes
have recently studied.
Nwakanma was born in Ibadan, Nigeria
and attended the Government College Umualia, the same high school Achebe attended,
before obtaining a degree in English from the
University of Jos, also in Nigeria. Nwakanma
was a journalist for The Vanguard newspaper
in Nigeria, and he has worked for Newsweek
magazine as well. His poetry collection, The
Roped Urn, won the 1996 Cadbury Prize for
Nigerian authors. Callon met Nwakanma in
1999, when both were students at Washington
University in St. Louis.He now teaches writing at Fontbonne University and St. Louis

University.
Nwakanma, in his third year of speaking
to the sophomores, talked about the complex,
multi-layered storyline of Things Fall Apart.
He discussed in detail the warrior Okonkwo’s
involvement in the clash of cultures between
the Ibo tribe of Nigeria and the Christian
missionaries from Britain. Nwakanma, who
is Ibo himself, also stressed how Okonkwo’s
pride and fear led to his downfall. Each class
shared in tasting the Nigerian food afufa, an
important food in Ibo culture.
Nwakanma said he enjoys making his
presentations. “(Nigeria) is a world that I love
and that I am familiar with. It’s a disappearing
world,” he said. “(The students) are curious.
(They) are interested in an alternate view of
the world, which is important because …
one of the key resources that is available to
the imagination is the thought of the other
world … to come into contact with that. It
enriches you.” Nwakanma said he thought
reading Achebe’s Things Fall Apart was a
good way to encounter the Ibo culture.
	Callon described why he invited

see OBI, 12
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To B or to B-:1818
adds minus grades
Sean Kickham
Reporter

S

tudents enrolled in the St. Louis University 1818 program now have the
possibility of earning a minus grade on
their report cards from St. Louis University.
	SLUH 1818 director Tom Becvar explained, “It was no choice of ours; St. Louis
University has changed their grading system,
and … we have to go with their grading
system for 1818.”
An A- will be figured into enrolled
students’ college grade point averages as a
3.7, a B+ will be a 3.3, a B will be a 3.0, and
a B- will be a 2.7, and so on.
	Becvar does not expect this to affect
many of the students currently enrolled in the
1818 program. “I don’t think the grades are
a big thing at this point because most people
are doing this for the credit, not that many are
necessarily going to St. Louis University.”
	At most colleges, the program helps
students to eliminate some of their basic
requirements and enter into more advanced
classes, but the grades will not be figured
into their grade point averages. However, for
those who are going to St. Louis University,
the grades will be included in their college
GPAs.
	Of the changes, junior Christian Ronzio,
who takes two 1818 classes, said, “I don’t
care.”
	Senior Tim Jansen isn’t worried about
the changes either. “It makes sense (to add
minus grades),” said Jansen, “but I can see
how that might (irritate) some people because
of the suddenness of the changes.”
	Overall, Jansen still believes 1818 is
“a good idea for people who aren’t good at
testing.”
	This change is not likely to affect the
number of students enrolled in the program,
“as long as the students understand the grading system,” according to Becvar.
English teacher Bill George, who does
not like the 1818 program, does think “minuses are fine.”
English Teacher Jim Raterman believes
“(1818) is a good opportunity because stu

see SLU(H), 12
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Divebills win at Marquette, Swimming goes 1-1

Tony Meyer
Reporter

disqualified in Friday’s meet. Despite the
disqualification, the SLUH relay teams
he St. Louis U. High swim team trav- proved to be so fast that even without the
eled to Marquette High School to par- same number of relays as other teams, they
ticipate in the Marquette relays last Friday could still put up similar scores.
and Saturday.
        “None of
On Friday, the
the other top
swimmers atfive teams had
tempted
to
a disqualificaqualify for the
tion. So it shows
top places for
how strong our
the final heats
team was when
of the relays
we did not swim
on
Saturday
as many relays
morning. After
and still kept a
Friday’s prelimtop spot,” head
inary qualifycoach Fritz Long
ing rounds, the
explained.
GoingGoing        When the
gonebills were
swimmers reWes Going dives penguin style into the Marquette waters during a relay event last Saturday.
seeded third out
turned to Marof thirteen teams, behind Lafayette and quette on Saturday morning, they learned
Kirkwood.
that SLUH’s diving team took first place in
        One disappointment came when the the diving competition held before the swim
Speedobills’ 400-yard freestyle relay was meet. Zach Berndsen, Nick Ruemker, and

T

Photo by kyle kloster

freshman Mick Dell’Orco dove.
        “Each diver had a dive that wasn’t so
great, but as a team they really stepped it up
and performed well. Diving was also our
only first place in the whole meet, so they
definitely boosted our score,” Long said.
        “As a team, (the Marquette Relays)
was definitely our best performance yet,”
Ruemker added.
        After the final relay event on Saturday,
the swim team placed second overall in the
Marquette Relays, largely in thanks to the
1-meterbills’ success.
        On Tuesday the Speedobills boarded
a bus and trekked out west again, this time
to Parkway West. The team earned its first
victory of the season, 104-82.
        Sophomore Tim Dale remarked on the
meet, “The unique thing about swimming is
that races win points and points win meets.
We knew going in that if we won more races,
we would win.”
        Although the Backstrokin’bills only
have one win in dual meet competition,

see GOINGWHERE, 12

Cold shooting leaves basketball at 1-4

Justin Rottger
Staff

N

o one could anticipate the rocky start
that the St. Louis U. High basketball team has endured so far this season.
Some saw SLUH as a sleeper in the Metro
Catholic Conference this year, led by an
improved defense. However, that expectation has not yet been met.
One might have felt confident momentarily for early season success, as SLUH
played in the annual Webster Classic Tournament. After a tough season opener on the
road at Althoff, they were slated to play
Lindbergh in the first round, and the Jr. Bills
were more than prepared for this matchup.
The Flyers were not scouted as a looming
squad, and SLUH controlled every aspect
of this game.
	After trailing 8-6 midway through the
first quarter, SLUH began playing the type of
game they wanted, for the most part. SLUH
gained the lead with 1:50 remaining in the
quarter with the score at 14-11, and did not
look back for the rest of the game. The Jr.



Bills ended the first half on a 10-0 scoring man Nick Riganti netted 12 points with five
run, capped by Ace Egger’s three-pointer.
rebounds.
	The game did turn
With the victory,
sloppy in the second
SLUH was scheduled
half, however, as both
to face recent rival
teams reached the douWebster Groves in the
ble bonus by commitClassic semifinals. This
ting ten fouls. One play
matchup was completethat was not sloppy was
ly different from that
when sophomore Eric
of the night before.
Devlin drove toward the
The Statesmen defeated
basket and was nudged
SLUH twice last season
toward the baseline.
and were looking to
Devlin underhanded
do it again. But the Jr.
the ball almost without
Bills were confident
looking off the glass and
after a convincing win
in, drew a foul, and sunk
the night before and
the free throw to comwith Webster standout
plete the three-point
Adrian Clayborn away
Peter Cooney leaps above three Vianney
play.
on a college visit.
defenders to put the ball up in the last 2
minutes of the game.
	The fouls did not
Webster began
matter though, as SLUH continued to cruise the game on a 9-0 run, but the Jr. Bills clawed
on through the second half, defeating Lind- their way back to close the score at 17-14
bergh 69-42. Pete Cooney had 13 points at the end of the first quarter, thanks
see 2GAMES/2DAYS, 8
and made five of six free throws, and big
Photo by kyle kloster
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Smackdownbills win second in pool at Ritnenour

from the stands that he was clearly pinning
his opponent. However, the referee did not
call a pin and instead only awarded Austerhe St. Louis U. High varsity wrestling mann back points and allowed the match to
team took second in their pool at the continue. Many of the spectators watching
Ritenour tournament this past Saturday. became perturbed and vocal over this call
Six of SLUH’s wrestlers placed in the top because Austermann’s opponent was on his
three for their weight class overall. Al- back pinned for the majority of the round.
though SLUH did not take a high place, However, Austermann pinned his opponent
like they have in recent years, the tourna- in the next round and scored six team points
ment highlighted many individual SLUH for SLUH.
wrestlers. Then, on Tuesday, SLUH lost 	On Tuesday the Jr. Bills lost 50-21
50-21 against the St. John Vianney Grif- against Vianney. However, there were several refins.
markable
	T h e
matches.
Jr. Bills
Gass won
scored a
his match
total of
3-2, scor153 team
ing three
points at
t e a m
the tourpoints for
nament
S L UH .
and took
Devin
second
Austerfor the
mann also
Orange
scored
P o o l
three team
bracket.
Eric Gass grinds his Vianney opponent into the mat last Tuesday.
points for
The team
that took first in the Orange Pool, Ritenour, SLUH when he won his match with a shutonly scored a total of 157 team points. SLUH out victory 7-0. Bryan Edmundson (135)
had multiple byes and lost points accordingly. pinned his opponent in the second round of
As junior Andrew Austermann said, “Each his match for six team points. Junior Rich
team may not have been complete, but each Darragh won his match 7-4, earning three
team brought some good wrestling to the team points and the highlight for spectator
Pete Nigh, who said he enjoyed “seeing Rich
mat.”
	On Saturday, six of SLUH’s wrestlers Darragh destroy his opponent.”
Junior Andrew Mueth lost his match in
placed in the top three for their weight class
and walked away with medals. Mike Doherty double overtime. In wrestling overtime, the
(140 pounds), sophomore James Barton first person to score a point immediately wins
(152), Devin Austermann (160), junior An- the match. Head coach Tim Curdt advised
drew Austermann (171), and Eric Gass (215) Mueth to start in down position and try to
all took second place in their weight class score a standup point. Since Mueth could
while Jon Holden (145) took third in his class. not do this in the thirty seconds allotted in
In addition, Doherty, Holden, Barton, Devin double overtime, he lost his match.
Austermann, and Gass all scored two pins 	In taking second place in the pool at
in the tournament. Andrew Austermann had Ritenour and performing decently against
one pin en route to his second place finish. Vianney, things may be looking up for the
	One of the highlights of the evening came Grapplebills. They’re back in action against
from a controversial referee during Andrew Vianney, Dec. 27 at the Spartan tournament
Austermann’s match. During Austermann’s at DeSmet.
second round of the tournament, it appeared

Dan Zdrodowski
Reporter

T
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Bullseyebills disappoint at Junior
Olympics Qualifier
Zach Brooks
Reporter

T

he Riflebills took on the state of Missouri in the Junior Olympic (JO)
Qualifier match this past weekend, which
ranks teams nationally for the JO Championships during the summer of 2006.
Shooting three-position air rifle on their
home range generally causes the Pelletbills
to score very well. The varsity CA2002bills,
consisting of Bryan Carlin, Joe Reinders,
Pat Zelaya, and junior Joel Schmidt, put
up a score of 2262 in the match, leaving a
hopeful squad discouraged.
Co-captain Carlin said of the final score
“You know, we just couldn’t pull out of our
slump. We’re not shooting as well as we
should be.”
Juniors Nate Komorowski (563), Rob
Perkins (559), Zach Brooks (548), Anthony
Sigillito (545), and Paul Robbins (529) shot
as individuals in the match since there was no
JV team. Sophomore Sam Gall, also shooting
as an individual, exceeded expectations with
a 558, but it did little to stop the Jr. Bills’
poor showing.
	The Feinwerkbaubills’ next match is a
full course: a mammoth 120-shot, four hour
contest held at SLUH this Saturday at 9:00
a.m. Everyone is invited to come watch the
State champion rifle team compete.

Announcement

John Bruntrager’s Black Northface Denali
jacket – missing in the STUCO room about
one and a half weeks ago. It has a key in its
right pocket, no other identifying characteristics. $30 reward for return of jacket and
key. 314.962.5441.

Correction

The quotes attributed to Charlie Busenhart
and Steve Lindsley in last week’s hockey
article were incorrect. We apologize.
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Busiebills stomped by CBC; tie Oakville

Andrew Schroeder and Chris Place
Sports Editor, Reporter

A

fter losing to Vianney two weeks
ago, the St. Louis U. High hockey
team tried to get back on track with a
win over fellow MCC rival CBC last
Saturday. However, it did not work out
in the Hockeybills’ favor, and they lost
7-1.
	The Cadets began their barrage with
a goal six minutes into the game. They
came on strong again with about three
minutes left and scored with 2:38 left in
the period. Sophomore goalie Alex Effinger weathered a storm of three or four
shots in a row with under two minutes
to play, but CBC sneaked one past him
with 1:15 left. The period ended with CBC
leading both in shots, 15-2, and score, 3-0.
	The CCMbills turned up the heat in the
second period but could not make up much
ice. CBC added another goal before junior
Dan Steck deflected a shot by fellow junior
A.J. Koller into the left side of the net to
make the score 4-1.
“We played very well in the second
period. We played very competitively,” head

coach Charlie Busenhart said.
With under a minute left in the period,
the Cadets had the puck in the Jr. Bills’ end.
The Icebills could not clear it out of their

only mustered two more shots while CBC
added two more goals to ice the win, 7-1.
The final shot count was 35-13 in favor of
CBC.
		After the tough loss against the
Cadets, the Jr. Bills faced off against
Oakville, the No. 2 team in the league.
Oakville, the heavy favorite with a
much greater fan base, was expected to
completely dominate the game, but the
Puckbills stepped up to the challenge.
		Absolutely controlling the play in
the first period, SLUH did not score but
fought Oakville to a deadlock that would
continue through the game.
		
“We came out like we wanted to
play the game, and Oakville (wasn’t)
really mentally prepared for the game,” said
Busenhart.
After a scoreless first two periods, the
Icebills tired, but after three minutes of the
third period, freshman Joe Cella,with the
assistance of linemates Eddie Effinger and
Evan Boff, roofed one past the goalie to put
SLUH on the board.
	Oakville, however, would not give up.

Photo by will hartzler

Goalie Alex Effinger wards off yet another
Oakville attempt on goal.

zone, and CBC scored with 0.7 seconds
remaining.
“When the other team scores with seventh-tenths of a second on the clock at the end
of a period, that tends to not be conducive to
coming out at your best in the (next) period,”
Busenhart said.
The goal deflated the Puckbills, and they
definitely came out flat again in the third
period. The Putthebiscuitinthebasketbills
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Racquetbills (3-2) squash Statesmen

Drew Burkemper
Reporter

T

he St. Louis U. High racquetball
team manhandled the Webster Groves
Statesmen last Tuesday in what might
qualify as a drubbing.
	Coach Joe Koestner referred to the match
as a “valuable opportunity” to practice shot
technique and selection against a weaker
opponent. The Racquetbills took full advantage of this opportunity, winning all seven
matches.
Junior No. 6 seed Drew Burkemper
played first and won both games 15-1.
Burkemper fell into a groove of serve, watch
opponent return serve, hit ball hard and low,
repeat. Afterwards, Burkemper (4-1) stated,
“When I can count the number of points my
opponent had on one hand, it was a good
day.”
No. 5 seed Mike Laurentius played
next. Laurentius hit many power shots even
though Koestner had warned against doing



this, and needed a reminder to stick to the
Nowinmidseasonbills’ game plan of “placement, not power.” Despite his violation of
“The Plan,” Laurentius (4-1) won his match
15-2, 15-0.
	The Babybabybills’ doubles team of junior Steve Baer and sophomore Joe Hoffman
played next. After Koestner told the pair at
practice on Monday that he “loved (them),”
the terrific twosome looked warm, fuzzy, and
ready to play. In a match that did not involve
much running, according to Baer, doubles
(4-1) brought home a 15-5, 15-6 win.
Junior No. 4 seed Ben Brooks played
his match next. Brooks (3-2) went back and
forth with his opponent with no real scoring
going on for the first part of each game, but
then appeared to find his groove and pulled
away with wins of 15-5, 15-3.
	The Placementbills’ No. 3 seed, Mike
Guilfoy, took the court next. Guilfoy, with
the exception of five shots, hit a ceiling-ball
every shot. It worked, though, and Guilfoy

(4-1) roofed his way to a 15-0, 15-1 win over
an opponent who found the shots difficult to
handle.
Jason Rusch then took to the wood for the
IthinkIcanIthinkIcan(getmyfirstwin)bills.
Taking no chances with his opponent, Rusch
played near full-tilt and won 15-3, 15-0.
“I was really trying to blank him second
game,” said Rusch (1-4) afterwards, “and it
feels good to finally win.”
Next to play for the LookMaleft-handedbills was No. 1 seed and fearless injured
leader, Justin Langan. The match was the
closest one of the day, but Langan (2-3)
ground out a 15-7, 15-7 win, his first lefthanded.
“I’m just so happy to see (Rusch) win.
My match doesn’t really matter.” In the
hearts and eyes of the rest of the team, it
did, though.
	The Racquetbills (3-2) take a monthlong break from season play, so they are
back in action Jan. 12 against Kirkwood.



2games/2days
(from 5)
to three steals, and Riganti’s four rebounds
in the quarter.
From the first to the second quarter,
SLUH had an 8-1 run of their own, taking the
lead early in the quarter 18-17. But Webster
shot well, matched each shot, and held a 3529 lead with less than ten seconds left in the
half when Eric Hunt forced a turnover at half
court, went up strong to the basket and drew
a foul. Hunt made one of his free throws,
and the Jr. Bills went in to the locker room
trailing by five. SLUH also played a much
cleaner second quarter than they did in the
first, committing only two fouls as opposed
to the seven in the first.
	SLUH suffered somewhat of a defensive
lapse in the third quarter, but forced some
important turnovers to keep the game within
reach. Webster outscored the Jr. Bills in the
third quarter 20-13, but SLUH battled back
as the game went into its final quarter of play.
The Webster lead was cut to seven, 54-47,
but the Statesmen were too much to handle,
finishing the game on an 18-4 run. SLUH fell
74-53, and the early season record dropped
to 1-2.
Cooney finished the game with 17 points;
Riganti and junior guard Geno McNeil both
finished with nine points.
Despite a comeback effort against Webster, SLUH had the opportunity to play for
third place honors against another recently
determined rival, Kirkwood.
	The third place game had a very slow
start, as both teams’ defenses looked very
sharp. SLUH took better shots early in this
game, and with some precision passing and
better defense, the Jr. Bills held Kirkwood to
just four points in the first quarter to SLUH’s
nine.
	However, the Jr. Bills’ defensive struggles seemed to return in the second quarter,
and Kirkwood pulled ahead as a result of
too many missed shots by SLUH, and the
Pioneers led 22-17 at the half.
Even though they gave up another scoring run in this game, SLUH refused to give
up. Down 41-26 at the end of the third quarter,
the Jr. Bills began another comeback bid.
Guard Tim Garvey drained a three to begin
the fourth quarter, making the score 41-29.
Garvey would later foul out of the game, as
well as Cooney, but the Jr. Bills did not let

Sports
that faze them.
	SLUH cut the Kirkwood lead to seven,
41-34, with 4:30 to play. Down again by nine,
49-40, Hunt hit a three to chip the deficit to
six. It was not meant to be, though, as the
Jr. Bills lost their third in four games, 55-45.
McNeil led SLUH scorers with ten points,
making all six of his free throws. Riganti
had eight rebounds.
	After the loss against Kirkwood, the Jr.
Bills stood at 1-3, and the MCC opener on
Tuesday loomed large. The team improved
somewhat against Kirkwood from the effort
the night before, and it is tough for a team
to start their season with such a schedule
— Althoff, Webster, Kirkwood, and Vianney
in their first five games.
	SLUH looked to put their record aside
and the Webster Classic behind them as they
traveled to Vianney’s bandbox gym on Tuesday night. Both teams had a good showing
of fans, especially for a Tuesday night.
	The game began at a torrid pace, with
both teams hustling up and down the floor.
The Jr. Bills took their first lead off a Garvey
three-pointer, making the score 7-6. SLUH
almost held a 11-10 lead at the end of the
first quarter, but a Vianney shot from nearly
half court at the buzzer swished through to
give the Golden Griffins the lead at the break
instead.
	Perhaps that shot was a bit rattling for
the Jr. Bills, as they made only one of six free
throw attempts in the first half, while scoring only three points in the second quarter.
The Jr. Bills trailed at halftime, 26-14. But
giving up was not an option, of course, and
Vianney’s go-to guy Dave Stewart was out
with an injury suffered late midway through
the third quarter.
SLUH continued to fight back to make
it 43-37 with 24 seconds left in the game,
and Egger drained a three with about eight
seconds remaining, Vianney leading 43-40.
But the clock did not stop, and SLUH was
forced to foul on the inbound pass with less
than three seconds left in the game, and the
Jr. Bills dropped their third game in a row
and their first conference game of the season,
44-40. McNeil again led the Jr. Bills in scoring with nine points, including his important
three-point play.
	SLUH played better defense and kept
their turnover total much lower than the
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three previous games, in which the offense
committed 54 turnovers against Lindbergh,
Webster, and Kirkwood. The team has shown
small glimpses of improvement, but they
just have to get over the hump, especially
on offense.
“I think we need to focus more on making shots and bearing down on offense. Our
defense has been good overall, but we’re
hurting ourselves on the offensive side by
not hitting shots. Hopefully this weekend
we’ll get on track and have a couple of good
games, and get on a roll,” Riganti said about
the team’s offensive struggles.
	The team has not shot well over their
first five games—just 38.7 percent from
the field and 26.6 percent from three-point
range—and is averaging 51 points a game.
SLUH only made two of 14 three-point attempts against Kirkwood.
	But Garvey believes the team is playing
better than the scores have indicated.
“This past weekend we had a rough
couple of games, (and) we played two of the
top teams in the area. I think the score may
seem a little lopsided, but I think when it
comes down to it, we were in both games. It
just came down to making a couple of shots.
Against Vianney, we couldn’t get a shot to
fall. We were in the game, we fought back
the whole second half. We’re just trying to
figure out what the problem is, and hopefully
it’s just not making our shots,” Garvey commented.
	Maybe more practice will help the team
this week, as SLUH did not have many opportunities to practice last week with backto-back-to-back games last Thursday, Friday,
and Saturday, and again on Tuesday.
“I think it’s going to be very important to
have a couple of good practices (this week),
because these are two wins we really need,”
Riganti said.
	The Jr. Bills have time to improve
though, and what better time than this weekend as they finally have a home game tonight
against Chaminade at 7:00 and again at 7:00
tomorrow night against DuBourg. Both
games are very important to this squad, and
nothing helps a team more than fan support.
Come make some noise for your Jr. Bills
basketball team this weekend and help them
get back on track.
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Christmas Extravaganza

Christmas teacher childhood photo quiz

A. Rebecca Ferrigni
B. Jeff Harrison

C. Joe Porter
D. Dave Callon

E. Steve Missey
F. Kate Hochmuth



G. Becky Berger
I. Jim Raterman
H. Rosemary Queathem J. Robert O’Connell

Instructions

A Christmas conundrum from your friendly neighborhood Prep News: Match the photos
of SLUH faculty childhood Christmases to the faculty member. Answer on the sleek, aesthetically pleasing form found below and place it in the box outside the Prep News office
in J220 near the ivory tower of the third-floor administrators. First prize: $25 gift card to
Best Buy for Xmas DVDs. Second prize: $15 gift card to Borders for Xmas book. Third
prize: assorted Xmas candy.
Name: _______________________________
1. (girl on left)________________
2. ______________________
3. ______________________
4. ______________________

Homeroom: ______________

5. ______________________
6. ______________________
7. (boy in middle)_______________
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K i n g m e b i l l s f o r k O ’ F a l l o n To w n s h i p
Matt Angeli
Reporter

A

fter a half-hour drive to O’Fallon
(Ill.) Township High School, the Jr.
Chessbills routed their opponents with a
perfect score of 30-0 to even their season
record to 1-1.
	Senior Ben Geisman played board one,
worth eight points, and beat an opponent he
narrowly defeated last year. In an endgame
with ten minutes left for Geisman, twenty
minutes for his opponent, and even pieces
remaining on the board, Geisman played a
decisive attack that won some pawns and
enabled him to promote one of them, leading
him to a victory.
Geisman’s victory was especially nailbiting because he nearly ran out of time, and

talon-ted
(from 1)
“Last year, … there were tons of people
there. There were way too many people in
the gym, way too many people in (the Danis
Lobby).”
“Based on what happened with the
Mixer, we thought the tickets worked well
for that. That’s what we decided we needed
to do for the Talent Show, because we had
people trying to squeeze in (to the theater).
We needed to cut down on (the attendance)
and make it officially within the fire codes,
so in order to do that we had to come up
with this ticket scenario again,” elaborated
Kesterson.
	The tickets will go on sale in the Danis
Lobby on Saturday evening before the basketball game. According to Kesterson, no
tickets are being sold in advance to SLUH
students to avoid “the mixer tickets situation,
which was, ‘Who do you give the tickets
to presale?’” There will be two types of
tickets, costing one dollar each: A yellow
ticket for those who wish to attend both the
basketball game and the Talent Show, and a
blue ticket for those wishing only to attend
the Talent Show. Students who purchase the
blue tickets must leave the premises during
the basketball game and will not be allowed
to form a line prior to the show. Those who
buy the yellow tickets to attend the basketball
game will be seated immediately following
the game in “VIP” seats reserved exclusively

O’Fallon’s analog chess clocks did not have
time delay. Ironically, Geisman had lost his
last match when his opponent used time
delay to win with under ten seconds left on
his clock.
	Senior Matt Angeli played board two,
worth seven points, and took advantage of
his opponent’s weak opening development
and seized the center, leading to a slow but
sure victory with a promoted pawn.
	Sophomore Josh Dripps played board
three, worth six points. He and his opponent
played evenly until his opponent finally
dropped a bishop. Dripps went on to win.
	Sophomore Stephen Schumacher played
board four, worth five points, and got into
an endgame in which he had a passed pawn.
After a few exchanges, he promoted one of
his pawns to a queen and quickly mated his

opponent.
	Senior Jim Scariot stepped in and played
board five, worth four points. Having a big
advantage in pieces in the endgame, Scariot
won decisively when he promoted one of his
pawns to a queen and mated his opponent.
	Chess club moderator Frank Kovarik
said, “I was very pleased with the play, especially since our practice schedule before the
match was broken up.” He also noted that
he was “proud of Jim Scariot for stepping
in and winning his first league match.”
	The chess team looks forward to their
next meet on Jan. 4 at New Athens. Home
fans wishing to see what a chess match looks
like will have to wait until January 11 when
the Jr. Rookbills face the Alton High School
Chess Club at SLUH.

for yellow-ticket holders in the main house
of the theater. The blue ticket holders will
be allowed to enter the theater between 8:15
and 8:45 p.m., and will sit in any remaining
house seats and the theater loge area.
“That’s the added benefit of going to
the game, getting the better seats,” said
Kesterson.
	Besides large crowds, the ticket system
addresses another problem from last year. In
the past, STUCO had collected donations during the show in order to buy toys for patients
at St. Louis Children’s Hospital. However,
STUCO managed to raise only about $575.
The one dollar cost of each ticket, however,
ensures that STUCO will have at least $600,
assuming the show sells out. According to
Rice, STUCO has set a goal of $1,200 in
proceeds, which will be collected during
the show. The show’s host, STUCO Sports
Officer Connor Cole, will be updating the
audience throughout the evening on how
much money is needed to reach this goal to
encourage donations.
	STUCO has also dealt with the long
length of the production, last year nearing
two hours. “All acts have to keep their time
around four and a half minutes this year, and
(STUCO is) aiming to keep the show around
an hour and a half,” said sophomore class
officer Tyler Schenk.
	As the show draws near, many students

have voiced concerns about the show’s being
band-dominated. “I’ve heard it won’t be that
great, that only bands will be playing. Bands
are great, but not all bands,” said sophomore
Max Wurm.
	Of the 15 or so acts scheduled to perform,
STUCO vice president Max Magee said that
six of them were bands. However, Cole,
Rice, and Magee all emphasized the show’s
variety and highlighted several acts.
“Yes, there a lot of bands, but we do also
have other things planned. There will be some
joke stuff, some fun stuff,” said Cole, who
cited SLUH rock ’n’ roll favorites Bob and
a dance number featuring seniors Evan Boff,
Eric Hunt, Joe Phillips, and Jim Sansone as
acts to look for.
Rice said students can look forward to
the traditional Talent Show demonstrations
of weird talents of the body, including elbowlicking and hand-farting. Rice also mentioned
a Chippendale dance, a la the (in)famous
Saturday Night Live skit featuring Patrick
Swayze and Chris Farley, as a potential
show-stopper (for better or for worse).
	Magee seemed particularly giddy over
the fact that the impeccable pillar of style
and unimpeachable purveyor of good taste
himself, Neil Diamond, will be gracing the
stage at this year’s Talent Show. “We thought
he’d only do two shows in St. Louis, but it
turns out he’ll do three,” said Magee.
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Perspective

Return to J123

11

I am still amazed at their generosity.
I have had such a great experience this year that now, reflecting
back,
I realize that I have changed as well. I believe I’ve learned
Homeroom J123. For me, mentioning this homeroom surfaced
to
be
a
better example for others … a better leader. I’ve learned
many bad memories from freshman year. It brought flashbacks of
new
things
about myself, and I hope to be more perseverant, more
classmates who had left the school, a twenty-minute lecture from
studious,
and
more fun in general. I also can be more humble. As
Mr. Clark, and one dirty, yet cozy, couch. As freshmen, my homeone
of
my
freshmen
liked to remind me, I’m not as cool as I think
room terrorized our homeroom teacher by throwing paper airplanes
I
am.
at her, playing baseball with a shot put, chanting absurd phrases
Looking back, if I could have predicted what this year would
when she spoke, lighting matches and candles, and anything else
have
been like while on retreat, I would have been vastly wrong.
that struck our whim.
I
thought
everything would be great, that we’d play games every	Then, this past year, I was chosen to be a senior advisor. I deday
and
play
music, that we’d win an Intramural event, and have
cided while on retreat that I wanted to return to my old homeroom
doughnuts
all
the time. Now I know that the most fun experiences
and try to give another group of freshman a better experience than
have
not
been
parties,
but rather good conversations with neat guys,
the one I had. But as the day of freshman orientation drew near, I
helping
someone
get
organized, celebrating their successes, and
felt a knot tightening in my stomach. What if it is just another bad
watching
them
adjust
to
high school and find their niche. This year
group? What if they don’t like me? Why am I trying to relive my
wasn’t
about
me.
It
was
about their questions, their growth, and
freshman year? Why even remember things I tried to forget?
their friendship.
	I arrived early that day and tried
	In just being a senior advisor,
to prepare for what was coming. As
I’ve learned new things about freshI calmed myself, I realized that there
man year that I didn’t understand when
were four other guys that would be here
I first came to this school. I remember
with me, and that I wasn’t alone in this.
how nervous I was that first day, and
Slowly, as our homeroom’s freshmen
I believe that it’s a feeling everyone
started trickling in, I grew felt more at
has, and not just as freshmen. I have
ease and the false laugh disappeared.
watched as freshmen struggle to find
	I watched as those 28 freshmen
a place and be accepted, knowing that
willingly played the ice-breaker games
J123 in their August yearbook photo.
most people don’t find their group of
and didn’t complain, and I thought that
friends
until
sophomore
year.
I now understand that their workload
this could be a good group that I would enjoy getting to know. I
and
problems
are
just
as
important
and strenuous to them as the ones
saw the eagerness in their faces and the pre-high school jitters that I
I
face
this
year
are
to
me.
I
see
myself
in the future just like one of
knew I felt that same day. For me, this was a new experience, and I
them
when
I
enter
my
first
year
or
college.
related to their confusion, their anxiety, and their desire to be there.
When I first applied to be a senior advisor, I wanted to firstly
It was this sense of ‘we’re all in this together,’ and yet it was this
get
out
of my own homeroom, but I also wanted to offer advice I
chance for me to maybe make a difference in someone’s life.
thought
I had accumulated. I held this misconception that every
	In the following months, I spent time with my freshmen during
freshman
was nervous and confused, and that I could just tell them
homeroom, advisement periods, and on freshman fun day. During
what
had
worked
for me, which would then fix all their problems.
that time, I learned so many things about them, and I learned just as
They
weren’t
that
way though. They didn’t really need my help,
much about myself. When one freshman asked me to help him with
and
after
the
first
week,
many were capable enough to look after
some of his algebra homework, I agreed but soon realized that the
themselves.
problems dumbfounded even me. The best advice I could give was
to tell him that my freshman year I struggled with algebra, and that 	I’m glad I participated in the program, though, because it put
the best help was to go to see his teacher. I saw him awhile later in me into a situation where I could meet great people. I fear that if I
the math office seeking help, and I realized that I never once heard weren’t a senior advisor, I wouldn’t have met any freshmen, and I’ve
him complain. I realized that day that I needed as much persever- learned so much from them. I gained so much from the experience
ance as he had, and that I needed to swallow my pride sometimes because it taught me that all of my actions say something about who
I am. I have realized more about how I am a leader and how I need
and get help.
Even though most of my experience concerned getting to to watch what I do because I set that example. I’ve gotten to reflect
know those freshmen that I designated as “mine,” it was about our on my characteristics and shape them in order to be more aware of
homeroom’s growth as well. I encouraged my homeroom to enter myself and a better person in general.
a contest during the canned food drive, something I hoped would 	I know now that I was not reliving my freshman year as I
encourage them to donate. I was used to, with my real homeroom, had feared. I was setting an example, being a mentor, and most
seeing only five or so cans donated, so I was shocked when I came importantly, being a friend. Now, as I prepare to return to my own
into homeroom that day and there was a pile of over a hundred. We homeroom again, I know I’ll miss the “DJ Fridays,” the doughnuts,
collected a total of 240ish cans, which was the record for the school. the conversations, the fun, the people I’ll leave behind in J123.
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(from 5)
have shown their strength by qualifying all
the relays for State (200 medley, 200 freestyle, and 400 freestyle) along with numerous
individual swimmers, proving they will be
a strong contender in the Metro Catholic
Conference meet and the state meet.
        “We lost three meets so far, but everyone, especially the underclassmen, is
swimming events, and doing really well,”
said Long.
Wes Going and junior Jake Roeckle have
been posting exceptional times all year. The
junior-senior tandem has helped take crucial
places at all the meets thus far.
        While the team works towards its goal
of qualifying more swimmers for the state
meet, freshman John Heafner described his
own personal goal: “For me, swimming takes
second to walking around in a Speedo.”
        On Wednesday, the Nauticalnonsensebills traveled to the St. Peter’s Rec-Plex for
a dual meet versus Fort Zumwalt West. The
swimmers’ hopes were high entering this
meet, having placed higher than Fort Zumwalt at the Marquette relays. However, the
team lost 101-84.
        Long remarked on the reason for the
loss, “I didn’t put strong enough relays
together.”
Freshman Trent Going narrowly missed
qualifying for state in the 100 backstroke. A
state qualifying time also evaded the grasp of
freshman Morgan Cole, whose 100 breaststroke time has been steadily improving.
        “Although we haven’t won many meets,
everyone on the team has been improving,”
Long concluded.

(from 7)
It seemed that within a few minutes they had
recovered to gain a 2-1 lead.
	Time was ticking away, yet the Jr. Bills
still kept pounding away at the goal until
finally junior Drew Nawrocki shoved the
puck past the outstretched Oakville goalie
with less than 2 minutes left. It was only a
matter of excellent goaltending by up-andcoming sophomore Alex Effinger that saved
the tie. The Jr. Bills pulled out a tie against
a team that was favored to roll over them.
“We got some excellent saves from our
goalie, which helped us out. … We proved
to ourselves that we can play with any of the
top ten teams,” Busenhart said.
Ecstatic about their moral victory, the Jr.
Bills will face-off against Francis Howell at
Affton at 10:30 p.m. on Saturday. Saturday
schedule: basketball game, talent show,
hockey game. Be there.

SLU(H)

(from 4)
dents can get into studies they really want
(in college)…. I’m not too worried about
the changes.”
	St. Louis University’s 1818 grading
change will in no way influence SLUH’s
grading system. The administration has
discussed the issue of minus grades in recent
years and “the feeling has been (among the
administration) that it’s hardly any advantage
to the students (to change GPAs) ... we’re
not going to do something that would disadvantage the students,” Becvar said.

Three R’s
(from 4)

doing they will be more motivated to make
recycling a regular habit of theirs. “Instead
of putting the paper in the trash cans, they
will put in the recycling,” Kuensting said
about students making a little more effort
to help out.
“I expect the program to build,” said
Anderson.
	Anderson also noted that he would like
to broaden the recycling program at SLUH,
saying, “I hope after Christmas to start expanding into cardboard and other recyclables
as well, as the year goes on.”
	Currently the only materials that can be
recycled at SLUH are paper and aluminum
cans. Anderson would like to see the program
expand to include cardboard and plastic,
noting all the soda bottles that are thrown
away in the cafeteria every day.
	Anderson expressed the need for help
saying, “I’d love to see more people volunteer. I’d especially like to see more freshmen
involved, so if we can get a strong freshmen
core then we’ll have a group that will stay
with us and continue to generate some interest.” If anyone is interested in helping the
school recycle please see Anderson in the
science office.

OBI
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Nwakanma to speak to his and Quinn’s
classes.
“He makes the book real for people,”
Callon said. “To have somebody whose
family, whose ancestors participated in that
change (when the Christians came to Nigeria), in that sort of cultural evolution, that’s
really important to me. I also thought it was
nice to have somebody come in and give
sophomores a taste of what college classes
would be like, someone who can speak with
just tremendous authority about a whole
culture, a whole way of life. … Because he
has been raised in that culture, he has a way
of talking about it that’s dramatic and full of
a lot of life.”
Quinn also named experiencing another culture as an important reason to
have Nwakanma discuss Things Fall Apart
with his classes: “Because so much of the
experience of reading a book like Things
Fall Apart is the experience of encountering
another culture, I think it’s really helpful to
have someone who’s more familiar with that
culture, someone who’s lived that culture
to answer some of the questions that I can’t
answer (and) to give another perspective on
the book. … I feel like Obi helps guys to
make a connection to the culture and to the
book that sometimes doesn’t happen with
the book itself.”
	Students indeed felt the cultural connection that Nwakanma provided. Sophomore
Mike Finucane said, “It was interesting to
hear the book from the perspective of one
who the culture is about. Since it was an Ibo
book, the fact that we got to listen to an Ibo
talk about the book was just a whole new
experience. It really makes you value the
culture.”
Fellow sophomore Brett DeLaria agreed,
saying, “It was overall a great experience
to have him come. It expands the idea that
there’s more than us in the world.”
	Callon said he hopes that Nwakanma will
continue to speak to his classes in years to
come. “I’m going to keep asking him to do
this as long as he still lives here and as long
as I’m still teaching Achebe. The students
seem to enjoy it, and I enjoy it.”
	The feeling is mutual. “I’ve always
enjoyed it,” Nwakanma said.
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for Cashbah as students return to classes,
creating a major demand for parking with
few available spaces.
	To combat the demand for parking in the
last week of March, Zarrick, on behalf of the
administration, has asked that sophomores
only drive to school if necessary during this
time. “After the first of the year, generally
more sophomores start driving,” Zarrick
said. This influx of new drivers creates even
more parking demand for the strained parking
situation.
Zarrick continued, “We’ve asked
sophomores only to drive in emergencies. ...
If they can’t carpool, then we can make an
exception, but we’re asking, and really just
not sophomores but any students that could
carpool the second semester ... we ask their
help (in carpooling to school). … Right now
we’re pretty much maxed out (in parking
spaces) ... we’re really going to need the
SLUH community’s help in that last week
of March.”
        Once March passes, students will enjoy
a reprieve with the return of the Dino lot, and

they can look forward to the completion of
the new parking lot where the warehouse
once stood.
	In a previous interview, Zarrick
said, “That parking lot has to be done by
mid-to-late May for a couple reasons. One,
we have summer programs and some summer
rentals, and we have to have parking. But
it’s really more (necessary) for the Science
Center because they have to have ample
parking for their big summer crowds.”
Zarrick said that the new parking lot
west of the soccer stadium will be the main
lot for SLUH parking next year, accomodating seniors, juniors, sophomores, and even
some of the staff’s parking needs. “It will
exceed the old capacity by a couple hundred
spaces. We should have more than ample
parking when that lot is complete,” Zarrick
said yesterday.
  	Until the new parking lot across from
the Science Center is completed, Zarrick
said, “we really have to” leave the current
main parking lot (the senior lot across from
the theater) open. Zarrick commented that
“we’re really hitting it hard” to get the new
parking lot completed in time for summer.

  	Another change to the parking situation
will occur when the fiber-optic and electric
conduit lines are laid along the south side
of the stadium in January. “That’s probably
going to displace all of those spots along the
south stadium fence,” Zarrick said.
	In Laughlin’s letter, he reiterated that the
timing on many of the construction projects
can change without notice, as the construction
of the soccer stadium did last year with the
discovery of sinkholes. “It’s just trying to
help people kind of look ahead, in terms of
where we’re headed ... in the next step of the
project and what we hope to have finished by
the start of school next fall,” Laughlin said.
“It’s going to be a hurdle, no question about
it.”
    	 “What I’d like to be able to do with our
students and our families is semi-regularly
let people know where the project is headed
and what we’re trying to accomplish,” Laughlin said about the letter. “It’s the overview
snapshot that I’m trying to provide. ... Essentially the point of the letter is to try to
be in communication with the people about
what’s going on.”

(from 2)
using explicit language, knowing her parents
would read the book.
	After a question about the book’s effects on her family relationship, Finneran
explained that the book initially brought
much tension in the family during what they
refer to as the “Summer of Hell,” when she
asked her family to read the manuscript.
“My parents were really appalled by
everything in the book and asked me not to
publish it, they hated it so much. My father,
for reasons that included sex, and my mother,
for reasons that … there is mention of the
potassium deficiency she suffers (from) and
she had a memory loss so a lot of what she
was reading in the book were all things she
had really forgotten. She was sure that I made
much of it up,” Finneran explained.
Finneran has, however seen a change in
their attitudes, saying, “Since the book came
out and it got a lot of positive attention and
a lot of their friends and neighbors read it
and regarded it warmly, now all of that has
changed. They promote it whenever they
can.”
Joel Westwood asked Finneran about

the amount of “creative license” she took
with the book. Finneran insisted that the
facts were exactly as her memory recalled
them, but some of the dialogue was shaped
towards a key line or phrase she remembered.
She offered advice, saying, “Every memoir
writer has their own moral barometer about
how much fictionalizing you’re willing to do
and still call their piece a memoir instead of
calling it a novel.”
	Tim Malecek closed the period by asking how Finneran chose her title, The Tender
Land, which had recently been discussed
in the class. Finneran answered, “As I was
walking home from work one day I thought,
‘Oh, The Tender Land. It should be called
The Tender Land because that’s the piece
of music by Aaron Copland that was on the
flipside of the Appalachian Spring (album),
which is what I gave my brother on our last
Christmas together. … It just seemed to
fit how I felt about the whole book—that
we’re all living in a very tender place that
requires tremendous sensitivity towards each
other.”
“I was really pleased with her answers,”

Kovarik said of the visit. “It was one of the
best readings I’d ever been to. The questions
were very well phrased, and the answers were
very interesting and helpful.”
	Although Finneran has spoken at numerous colleges, her trip to SLUH was her
first high school visit. Finneran said, “(It
was) tremendous. The questions were much
more interesting and intelligent than I usually
encounter. That’s really nice.”

Finneran

Manary

(from 2)
prised,” said Manary, “I didn’t study at all. ...
I thought I knew every answer but I thought
I’d make stupid mistakes on grammar, and
I didn’t think that I would get the highest
score in the class,” he said.
	Manary hopes to go to Massachussetts
Institute of Technology or California Institute
of Technology to study mathematics and
astrophysics. After college he has aspirations
to work in the space program, perhaps even
for NASA.
“It’s pretty cool. It pretty much made
my day,” Manary commented.
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Ask-a Me

(from 1)
H. Eric Clark began the meeting promptly
at 7 p.m., before much of the committee had
arrived, and distributed handouts regarding
the warning signs and risk factors for suicide.
Clark also related that representatives from
West County Psychological Association
recently spoke to teachers regarding suicide
warning signs that they can look for in students.
Director of Wellness Craig Hannick
is also arranging a presentation for parents
about suicide warning signs some time this
spring. Clark expressed hope that in the
future, similar presentations could come at
the beginning of the school year.
	Clark then guided conversation to
the next topic, the proposed change of the
graduation date. For at least the last twelve
years, the date of graduation has coincided
with the state track meet. This year, graduation also coincides with baseball sectionals
and the state tennis tournament. Inevitably,
seniors involved with these teams are forced
to choose between walking at graduation or
competing with their team. With graduation
this year scheduled for 4 p.m. on Sat., May
27 at Powell Symphony Hall, the conflict will
occur again. Over the past week, however, a
group of seniors led by STUCO Sports Officer Connor Cole and track team member
Jordan Bushong has pushed for graduation
to be moved so that the senior class can all
walk together.
	Cole estimated the number of track runners and tennis players missing from graduation could reach as many as 14 students,
not to mention the many seniors who play
baseball.
Clark said, “This (conflict) has been
tackled before, but I think this has been really, really strong from the students this time,
which I appreciate. Right now we are under
contract with Powell Symphony Hall. Is that
contract in stone? I don’t think any contract
is in stone. We might have to pay a little bit
of this, a little bit of that to get out of it. …
I wanted to bring this up in the meeting to
have a listening session for (those who will
be affected).”
	Parent Laura Howenstein suggested
an evening graduation, possibly during the
week before the 27th, noting several Illinois
high schools that have graduations on weeknights.
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“Right now a lot of it depends on where
we will have (graduation), too. Of course you
know how tradition is, Powell Symphony
Hall, but there are other avenues, too, the Kiel
Opera House, for example,” Clark said.
	Bushong then shared research he had
already conducted: “I called Powell Symphony Hall already, and I talked to them
about possibly Sunday (May 28), and they
are still checking on the details. They do
think that’s open, but they have to check
with their managers.”
	Clark mentioned that an administrative
committee had already discussed the possibility of moving the graduation to later on
May 27, 7 p.m. at the latest. However, even
with moving graduation that far back, track
participants might still miss the ceremony.
Clark also mentioned the conflicts which
could arise with the senior lock-in, and the
graduation Mass and dinner if the graduation date is changed. The senior lock-in is
traditionally the night of graduation, and the
Mass and dinner are the night before graduation.
	Senior Jon-Paul Johnson expressed his
concern that the graduation date conflicted
with the state track and tennis competitions
on a yearly basis, and wondered why the
graduation date was scheduled for the same
time year after year, rather than people seeing the problem and addressing it for the
following year.
	Parent Laura Finucane added her input,
“I think that even if we can’t make any
changes this year, I think knowing that it’s
an issue, … I think we need to change the
date if we know that track is always when
it is, and tennis, and baseball, then it seems
like the following year we need to go ahead
and make the change, and then it won’t be
a problem.”
	Principal Mary Schenkenberg weighed
the ease of making the change, “It looks to
me like if it’s possible to move Powell to
Sunday, that solves one of several problems.
The other problems, the invitation date has
been given out. Now, I haven’t done any
checking in to that to see if (the invitations
have) been printed. Number two, we have a
lock-in tradition that happens right the same
evening. Those parents have been working on
that; the place has been engaged. We haven’t
talked to anybody to see if contracts have been
written. And then there’s the whole idea that
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your community has been informed for some
time as to when graduation will be; families
have come up with plans.”
	STUCO Vice President Max Magee
expressed his frustration that the date was not
changed in the past, criticizing tradition as an
excuse, “I know we’re caught up in tradition,
but for teachers it’s tradition; for students, it’s
something new. And it’s something for all of
us, and we should be together on that day. I
have no idea what to expect on graduation,
the white tux and Powell Symphony Hall, I
just see pictures of it. It’s not like stories that
are passed down from generation to generation, because the seniors are gone after that.
But we get to see the tradition through daily
SLUH. This is just one day, that we should
be together and shouldn’t be all caught up
in tradition.”
	Parent Becky Berger pointed out difficulties surrounding moving the Mass to
Sunday, “The Friday night dinner involves
the graduate and the graduate’s parents. If
you were to move the Mass to the Sunday …
you’re probably dealing with more people
than just the graduate and the student, and
that won’t happen real well in the chapel,
with the capacity.”
	Addressing the lock-in scheduling problem, STUCO President Scott Rice suggested
the possibility of having the lock-in at SLUH
if all other venues are unavailable. SLUH
would be able to host basketball, bashball,
and many other activities that more conventional lock-in facilities host.
	Bushong said, “Graduation is the main
thing. All the Mass and all that stuff, to me
that’s secondary because everybody gets
to go to graduation. (Graduation) is the
main focus of the whole weekend. I feel
all the concerns about everything, the Mass
and all that, but everyone I’ve talked to,
administrators, kids, they’ve said, ‘I wish
this could happen. I don’t want it to be on
that day.’ Every single person. But they all
say it can’t happen. If everyone wants it to
be like that, why hasn’t it been changed?
Literally, 100 percent of people have said,
‘I wish we could change the date.’ I feel that
graduation is the primary concern. If we get
that fixed, everything else will fall through
eventually.”
	Parent Sheila Simmons made an emotional plea for action, “I have one son; he’s a
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senior. He has worked hard. I’ve never been
to a SLUH graduation, and I want to, and we
had this discussion when he was a freshman.
We always knew that the State track meet
was the graduation day, and I knew that. I
wasn’t happy about the fact that he couldn’t
graduate, but I won’t see him graduate from
high school unless it’s changed. So I’m not
saying that it has to change, but any effort
on the administration’s part would be greatly
appreciated because it’s a tradition that I’ll
never see, because I’ve got one boy, and he’s
only going once.”
	Senior Tim Huether emphasized simplicity in moving the date: “I was wondering what the big deal with just keeping (the
Mass, dinner and lock-in) the same would
be. I think you can still have the graduation Mass and dinner Friday night, you can
still have the lock-in Saturday night, and if
you move the graduation to 4 p.m. or so on
Sunday, you give the kids a chance to sleep
in the afternoon, let them take a little nap.
… That would solve a lot of the scheduling
issues.”
	After Schenkenberg suggested a poll of
the senior class to weigh interest, the Committee jumped at the idea. Editor’s note:
Cole and others polled the senior class the
next day, Tuesday, and administrators are
planning on polling senior parents about
their desires in terms of the date change.
	Clark then brought the discussion on the
graduation date change to a close, and began
a discussion on school mixer behavior and
attire. “I bring this up because one, we are
trying to figure out, is there a way that we can
curtail this type of behavior, the dancing, the
clothes? Do the young men see that this is an
issue? I always put it on the young men, too,
would you want your sister, your mother …
to be dancing that way or for them to have
that type of clothing on?” he said.
	Parent Liz Fadel said, “I’m a newbie, I’m
the mother of a freshman, and I chaperoned
(the Back-to-School Mixer) this year. … I
thought this was horrendous.”
	Senior Andrew Miller saw advantages
and disadvantages to the mixer, “I’ve been
to mixers while I’ve been here, and maybe
the problem with mixers is they can be really
fun and at the same time good in terms of
behavior if you choose for them to be. It’s
your own decision. And I think the problem
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is that because they are so popular, you can’t
control or influence everyone that’s coming.”
Fadel continued, “I saw girls come into
the bathroom with, and if you want to just
get frank, with short jean skirts on that you
can see their underwear from the top, with
spaghetti strap tops, covered in mud because
it had rained that day, and they were dancing
and fell in the mud for one reason or another.
… I’m pretty confident in saying that if 90
percent of parents had come to that, the mixer
wouldn’t exist. I would hope so.”
Finucane saw a different side to the
mixer: “I was also a parent chaperone and I
feel completely different than (Fadel). I’ve
been to a lot of mixers and a lot of dances
over the years but I thought the Student
Council did an awesome job of trying to
control a lot of what could have happened,
and I think that for the amount of kids that
were there I thought they did a really good
job.” Finucane suggested, in the future,
STUCO consider only allowing SLUH boys
to attend, and increasing the number of parent
chaperones.
Junior Alex Mueckl criticized those
who excuse mixer behavior through culture:
“I think from the school’s perspective, they
really have a responsibility to be countercultural and to have the courage to say, ‘This
type of behavior isn’t right’ and just because
students say, ‘This is how we want to act’ or
‘this is what’s going on in today’s culture,’
this school needs to say, ‘we’re not going to
tolerate that.’”
	Magee outlined the steps STUCO took
in improving the mixers this year, “(Last)
spring was probably the worst mixer as far
as behavior goes, and I think everyone would
agree. So we took a lot of efforts this year in
trying to change that. We sent out letters to
all the other Catholic schools that we invited
to our mixer, and we said that … we don’t
want you to dress this way. We want you to
dance appropriately. From what I’ve heard
back from girls’ schools, they held open
forums in the middle of their school day,
on one of the first days of school, and just
talked about our mixer and how they were
supposed to represent their school. … We
have a lot things that we can change, but
overall the behavior was pretty solid.”
	Clark then brought the discussion, and
the ASCA meeting, to a close, “First of all,
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we do need to applaud our student body
and STUCO. There have been worse mixers. The key to all of this is, I get calls from
other schools, saying ‘What is your policy,
what are you doing?’ We’re doing something
right.”
“We’re steadily trying to improve. Was
there something going on at the dance? Yes
there was. Do parents need to take more
responsibility? Yes they do. Do parents use
this as a drop-off babysitter service? Yes they
do. But we still are doing what we need to
do (to make the mixer better).”
	The clock reached 8:30 p.m., and Clark
then dismissed the school year’s second
ACSA meeting.
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by Jim Santel

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16

Schedule R
Freshman Class Liturgy
IM Basketball (Soph)
C-Blue/B/V BB vs. Chaminade,
		 4/5:30/7pm
V SW vs. Cape Notre Dame, 5pm
Bosco Sticks, Toasted Ravioli,
	Baked Ravioli

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17

Delivery Day for Xmas Drive
Talent Show, Following DuBourg
	BB game
C-White/B/V BB vs. Bishop
DuBourg, 4pm/5:30/7pm
V HOC vs. Francis Howell @
	Affton, 10:30pm

MONDAY, DECEMBER 19

Schedule R
Senior Semester Exams:
Language
	Math
	AP Politics
B/V BB vs. Parkway South,
4:30/6pm
C WR @ Northwest House Springs,
4:30pm
Seasoned Fries, Pizza

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 20

Schedule R
Senior Semester Exams:
English
Economics
	AP Microeconomics
	AP Modern Euro
IM Basketball (Freshmen)
Young Republicans Meeting
Pizza Sticks & Taco Sticks, Taco
	Salad

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21
Schedule R
Senior Semester Exams:

Puezza
Calendar

	Science
	Theology
Freshman English Tutorial
C-Blue BB vs. St. Mary’s, 4pm
Cheese Garlic Bread, Spaghetti w/
	Meatballs

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 22
No School
Christmas Break Begins
C-Blue/C-White BB @ CBC, 		
10/11:30am
C WR vs. Vianney, 10am

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 23

C-White/C-Blue/B/V BB @
DeSmet, 2:30/4/5:30/7pm
V HOC vs. DeSmet @ Chesterfield,
9pm

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24

Christmas Eve Alumni Mass, 10pm

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25
MERRY CHRISTMAS!

MONDAY, DECEMBER 26
C WR vs. DeSmet, 10am
V HOC vs. Webster Groves @
	Affton, 9:15pm

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 27

C-Blue BB Jennings Tournament @
Jennings thru 12/29, Time TBA
V WR The Spartan @ DeSmet, 9am

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 28

V BB Collinsville Tournament @
Collinsville thru 12/30, Time TBA
V WR The Spartan @ DeSmet, 9am

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29
C WR @ CBC, 10am
JV WR Mehlville Tournament @
	Mehlville, 9am
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Dec. 16 - Jan. 6

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31
V HOC @ Kirkwood, 4pm

SUNDAY, JANUARY 1
HAPPY NEW YEAR!

MONDAY, JANUARY 2

B BB CBC Tournament @ CBC
thru 1/8, Time TBA
V HOC vs. Ft. Zumwalt South @
Chesterfield, 7:50pm

TUESDAY, JANUARY 3

Schedule R
Classes Resume
Senior Grades due
Senior Project Missioning Service,
9:30am in Cafeteria
Sisyphus manuscripts due
C-White BB @ Vianney, 4pm
V SW vs. Parkway Central, 4pm
JV/V WR @ MICDS, 6pm

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 4
Schedule R
Junior Class Meeting
V SW @ Mehlville, 4pm

THURSDAY, JANUARY 5

Schedule R
B/V BB @ Hazelwood West, 5/7pm
C WR vs. Ft. Zumwalt West, 4:30pm

FRIDAY, JANUARY 6

Schedule R
C-Blue/B/V BB vs. CBC,
4/5:30/7pm
V SW vs. Cape Girardeau Central,
4pm
JV/V WR Vianney Tournament @
Vianney thru 1/7, Time TBA

