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Mandatory drug testing: SLUH’s reaction
Tim Huether
Editor in Chief

C

hristian Brothers College Preparatory
School announced a proposed mandatory drug testing plan for all of its students
last Tuesday, a plan which could possibly
start as early as next school year. Students’
hair samples would be tested for traces of
marijuana, cocaine, PCP, Ecstasy, methamphetamine, and opiates.
The proposed plan would call for fifteen
random students to be tested each day until
all students had been tested once. The tests
would then start over, with students randomly
tested throughout the year. If he tests positive,
a student and his parents would meet with
school officials. The student would then have
100 days before a follow-up test, and if he
tested positive again, he would be asked to
leave the school.

Senior Project
assembly
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CBC’s announcement brings to the
forefront the issue of high school alcohol and
drug policies. CBC is the first school in the
area to institute such a mandatory test policy,
and its announcement has made many wonder
about the possibility of instituting similar
policies at other high schools, including St.
Louis U. High.
As stated in the Parent/Student Handbook, SLUH’s alcohol and illegal drug policy
is an ‘innocent until proven guilty’ policy. If
a student is found using drugs or alcohol, or
possessing drug paraphernalia at any time,
the school requires the student to undergo
an assessment by a professional counselor,
in addition to possibly receiving an in or out
of school suspension.
According to the Parent/Student
Handbook, after hearing the results of the
counseling session, “a parent meeting may
be held to discuss the recommendations of

see DRUG TESTING, 12

New website plans continue;
second semester launch hoped for
Brian Krebs
Editor

S

Killian Hagen tells of his personal project experiences with residents of the Laclede Groves Retirement
Home. SLUH welcomed back its seniors at the assembly and listened to project testimonies from Cliff
Leek, Shane Mulligan, Darryl Jones, Braden Piper,
and history teacher Tom Zinselmeyer, ’99.

the counselor from the assessment interview.
Follow-up conferences with a student’s
counselor may be required.”
If a student approaches the school for
assistance with a drug problem before a
reported incident, he will undergo a similar
assessment. Mandatory drug tests or breathalyzing could be issued to a student if he is
suspected of consuming or possessing drugs
or alcohol before or at a school event.
Assistant Principal for Student Affairs
H. Eric Clark said of his role in the present
policy, “If I hear about things that are going on, I will address those things with the
parents. If I hear a rumor, I will bring the
student in and say, ‘Hey, I’m not accusing
you of anything, but this is what I’m hearing.
I’m going to let your parents know what I’m
hearing.’
“If we find out that a young man is us-

t. Louis U. High is presently redeveloping its website in order to make it
easier for users to navigate it, and to make
it easier for faculty, staff, and students to
upload information on their respective
pages.
Last spring, the Board of Trustees gave
the administration permission to update
SLUH’s current website. After careful
research and deliberation, the Technology
Committee selected Paradigm New Media
Group (PNMG) to complete the project with
the approval fo the Board.
Advancement officer Ben DuMont, the
liaison between SLUH and PNMG, explained
that the process is currently on target. DuMont said, “Right now I’m in the process of
getting content from different groups here at

SLUH.”
Meanwhile, Assistant Principal for Staff
Development Tom Becvar and the rest of the
administration have studied three proposed
homepage designs. According to Becvar,
“They had us look at what they had so far
and comment on what we thought would be
appropriate. (We remarked on) the different
features of each of the three that we liked or
did not like so they could maybe combine
them to come up with the homepage.”
SLUH’s current website, which, according to Director of Data, Communication, and
Events Joe Patke, dates back to the 1998-99
era—eons ago in the computer universe—has
multiple flaws which SLUH wants to rectify
in the creation of a new website.
The biggest issue concerns not the content of the site itself but finding the content.
DuMont said, “Right now, we have a good

see INTERNET, 14
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Quiz Bowlers place in top 8 at Wash U.
Kyle Kloster
Photography Editor

S

t. Louis U. High’s Quiz Bowl team,
led by ’04 All-State buzzer-beater and
medal-winner Timo Kim, finished in the
top eight of 44 teams at the annual Washington University High School Academic
Competition (WUHSAC) last Saturday.
After five undefeated rounds of preliminary matches, the TrivialPursuitbills outsmarted Priory’s A-team in the first round
of playoffs but fell in the quarterfinals
to the brains of No. 1 seed Westminster
Christian Academy.
The CorpusCorbellumbills, hopeful for
the state title this year, boast an all-star line up
of three-year veterans Kim and Kyle Kloster,
and their fellow brain-busters Ben Anderson,
Seth Clampett, Ben Farley, and junior Micah
Manary. The team decided to enter WUHSAC and jump-start their brain cells out of
their Christmas-break-and-Senior-Project
daze at the suggestion of moderator Jean El-

liot, who picked up the reins from last year’s
moderator Tom Becvar. Elliot thought the
tournament would knock some rust off the
ol’ noggins and get the newer wit-warriors
some experience. After joining WUHSAC,
the team opened its season early with January practices in preparation for WUHSAC
and in anticipation of a tough district event
come April.
SLUH averaged a little over 300 points
per game against their five opponents, Fort
Zumwalt West A, O’Fallon, Salem C, Priory
B, and Parkway South C. Kim scored fifth
highest individually with an average of 66
2/3 points per game, winning him a medal.
SLUH entered the playoffs as the eighthseeded team, and one of only six St. Louis
teams.
The Sicilianbills thought their way
through Priory’s A-team in the first round
of playoffs, but lost decisively, 315-55, to
top seed Westminster, who also boasted the
number one scorer in the tournament, Andrew
Hoekzema. Westminster, the last St. Louis

team left in the tournament, lost in the next
round to one of four teams from Kentucky,
Madisonville North Hopkins, and finished
fourth. WUHSAC did not calculate places
under fourth, leaving SLUH at a vague “top
eight” ranking.
The team was generally satisfied with
their top eight finish, and Elliot spoke
positively and enthusiastically of the performance.
“I think we did fine. To finish in the top
eight was wonderful and it gave us good
experience. ... It gave our new members
some confidence. I think they felt that they
contributed to the success of the team,” Elliot
said.
In addition to giving some early experience to the Mensabills, the tournament
foreshadowed the competition they will meet
at the district tournament.
“We played a variety of skilled teams,
so I think we got a taste of what districts will
be like,” Elliot said.

“Just when you think Boehm to fill in for
you’re out”: Gavin returns Cummings’ film classes
Christian Ronzio
Reporter

E

nglish teacher Joe Gavin returned to SLUH on Wednesday
after nearly two years of retirement. He is filling in for English teacher Mark Cummings, who teaches five classes of film
and Satire. Cummings left school last Wednesday to have surgery
to deal with diverticulitis, a bacterial infection of the intestines
that he contracted over Christmas break.
Gavin will take over both of
Cummings’ senior Satire sections during Cummings’ recovery. Gavin said that he would
“probably be at SLUH during
most of the third quarter.”
Gavin began his 24-year tenure
at SLUH in 1980 and taught
Satire for more than 20 years,
ending with his retirement in the
spring of 2004.
Doctor Joseph Gavin, who taught at
English department chair Bill
SLUH for 24 years before retiring after
the ’02-03 school year.
George had the job of finding
a substitute for Cummings. He said that Gavin was “the obvious
first choice” to fill in for Cummings but that “the difficult part was
photo by Kyle Kloster

see GAVIN, 10

Jerry Lakin
Reporter

S

ome of the more observant students walking through the junior hallway between classes this past week may have noticed an unfamiliar face. The face belongs to Chris Boehm, the
substitute teacher for Mark Cummings’ Fundamentals of Film
and American Film Directors classes while Cummings is out of
school for surgery.
SLUH found Boehm
through the Washington University film program. Cummings said, “I interviewed
him and found him to be enthusiastic and knowledgable.”
Afterwards Boehm was invited
to substitute in Cummings’s
absence.
Before coming to SLUH,
Boehm had taught and graded
for the Film and Media Studies program at Washington New film teacher Chris Boehm seems to
like things here at SLUH.
University. He also taught a
small discussion-based Introduction to Film course and did grading for various other classes. Last spring he finished earning his
photo by Kyle Kloster

see BOEHM, 10
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Finucane, ’06, responds to Landis on Facebook

To the editors:

I am writing in response to Charlie Landis’ commentary on the
administration’s letter regarding Internet use.
While I can see some reasons why a lot of people would have a
problem with SLUH delving into this issue, many of these reasons
disregard the fact that SLUH’s image is associated with the actions on these websites in the minds of other students, alumni and
parents. These actions are as serious as teenage drinking, yet also
include using vulgar language and making fun of a teacher. Mr.
Landis felt that underage drinking should be dealt with by SLUH,
but questioned vulgarity and distasteful comments as viable threats
to SLUH’s reputation.
The fact is this: when you have a profile on Facebook, your
name, your picture and your high school are the three facts that
are displayed whether you are “friends” with someone or not. This
means that even if you are outside of the walls of SLUH, you are
using SLUH to identify who you are. And as Mr. Clark has stated,
we chose to come to SLUH; it is a privilege. SLUH is not “entering our homes” by checking someone’s profile; in fact, to say that
any usage of the Internet is “private” is ludicrous, because when a
student posts something on a website, it is public domain.
To say that no action should be taken against people who use
distasteful language on their profiles is to condone these acts, and
that is wrong.
I am not suggesting that the administration should expel or even
suspend someone for vulgarity, but the school must do something
about it. This includes talking to the student and talking to the parents, which is not “encroaching” on parents because most parents

do not monitor their sons’ online activity. They also don’t want to
see their son’s name attached to lewd or inappropriate comments
on such a huge scale like the Internet.
Mr. Landis also questioned the administration’s seemingly
“vague” stance on defining inappropriate behavior, citing a lack
of definition when it came to what is inappropriate and what isn’t.
If SLUH students are intelligent, Catholic leaders—“men for others”—then defining inappropriate behavior should not be an issue;
if something feels wrong, it probably is, and when in doubt, ask
someone. The administration doesn’t define inappropriate behavior
because doing so creates loopholes that students can get around and
also makes each case presented to them equal. Instead, the administration is allowing for a wider look at what a student is doing using
SLUH’s name instead of narrowing its outlook.
Other schools in the area are addressing this issue of Facebook
and online misbehavior in various ways, from trying to block the
school’s name from being used on the website, to banning the website at the school itself, and even having a faculty member create
a profile to check up on students. These are all matters of opinion,
but SLUH is taking a step in a positive direction by addressing the
problem and investigating it.
The truth is, SLUH students do need to be vigilant about this
problem themselves, like Mr. Landis suggests towards the end of
his commentary, but so far it has been proven that we are not doing
so, which is why the administration has chosen to get involved. The
administration did not release anything regarding this issue during
the entire first semester when Facebook was booming until now,
reiterating that students are not taking care of the issue. I hope that

see FINUCANE, 14

Mock Trial defeats Sumner, JV nearly beats Kirkwood
Tim Glaser
Reporter

T

he SLUH varsity and JV Mock Trial
teams kicked off their run to regionals
last Thursday night; both teams showed
strong performances.
The inexperienced JV team trudged
into the courtroom determined to battle a
strong Kirkwood varsity team as a heavy
underdog and proved to be quite a handful
for Kirkwood. While they did not pull off
the upset, they were very pleased with their
performance.
“I was surprised by our near defeat
of Kirkwood’s varsity team,” commented
sophomore Chris Brown, who played a
lawyer role with an opening statement and
a difficult cross-examination of the defendant.
Each role is judged on a scale of 1 to 10,
10 being the highest. There are eleven roles

and two judges to make 220 points possible
for each trial. Along with the two judges, the
presiding judge scores for either team as a
tiebreaker, but he doesn’t give points. The
JV team collected 124 points while their
overrated opponent collected 142 points.
However, Kirkwood won the presiding
judge’s vote for a 2-1 victory.
“The SLUH JV team came within a
whisper of knocking off Kirkwood’s varsity,”
said JV coach Dan Pelikan, who was very
pleased with his team’s impressive showing.
Standouts for the JV team include freshman Zach Stauder in his witness role, who
received a near-perfect 9 from one judge
and a 6 from the other. Sophomore Michael
Huggins showed his cross-examination skills
with a 6 and a 5, the highest score on the
team by a lawyer.
Later, the varsity team strolled into
the courtroom, heavily favored to beat the

opposing Sumner team, and beat them they
did. SLUH outscored Sumner 165 to 115
with pushy lawyers, stubborn witnesses,
and flawless courtroom mechanics. Senior
star Ben Anderson received two perfect 10’s
from the judges in his extremely important
and difficult witness role.
“It’s a lot like being an actor. You take a
part and perform it as best you can,” Anderson
said.
Despite the dramatic point differential,
the presiding judge, in an outrageous move,
ruled in favor of Sumner to give SLUH a
deceiving 2-1 victory.
Mock Trial moderator Bob O’Connell
made his first Mock Trial appearance of the
year, attending parts of both the varsity and JV
team’s trials. He left them with these words
of hope and wisdom in an e-mail, “I know
you guys are learning a lot and are having
fun. I am proud of all of you.”
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G o h l r e c o v e r i n g a t Speechbills take
hospital following surgery first at Nerinx
Scott Mueller
Core Staff

S

t. Louis U. High switchboard operator
Kim Gohl had gallbladder surgery at
St. Mary’s Hospital, Tuesday, Jan. 24.
“The operation went well, except I developed a blood clot in my leg about three days
after the surgery. I’m prone to pulmonary
emboli,” said Gohl. Pulmonary emboli is
blood clotting in the lungs or blockage of
lung arteries. The symptoms include edema
(observable swelling from fluid accumulation) in the legs, blood clots and pain in the
legs, and dizziness.
Gohl was admitted to St. John’s hospital
Sunday, Jan. 29, and is currently recovering
from the blood clot in her left leg. According to Latin teacher Ryan Williamson, Gohl
could be back as early as next week.
“I’m hoping that (the recovery) won’t be
too much longer because I really miss SLUH.
I miss everyone. I miss the students. I miss
the faculty and staff. Everyone has been so
kind with all of their prayers and the cards
that I have received, and the flowers, and just

all of their concerns. It’s just so overwhelming,” Gohl said.
In the meantime, the switchboard, also
known as the welcome center, is being operated by Williamson. Williamson has been
filling in since Monday, Jan. 23. “I came into
work, and they just asked me to fill in, and
I’ve been doing that ever since, when I’m
not teaching,” Williamson said. “The phones
are off for two hours while I go teach,” Williamson continued. During that time, a caller
gets the same recording they would if they
called after hours.
Gohl’s job at SLUH is greatly underappreciated. Williamson estimates that the
switchboard answers 30 to 50 calls an hour.
“The switchboard operator is apparently,
as I’m learning, supposed to know a little
about everything in the school. Somebody
might just call and say ‘Who do I talk to for
CASHBAH?’ or somebody wants to know
about the play or a sporting event (then you
have to direct them),” said Williamson.
The switchboard will continue to be
operated by students after school.

Rookbills drop two, hope for playoffs

Matt Angeli
Reporter

W

ith the unusually warm weather
during this supposed “winter,”
the Kasparovbills floundered like sick
penguins exposed to too much heat as
they fell to both the Belleville East High
School chess team on Monday and the
O’Fallon (Ill.) High School chess team on
Wednesday.
Against the Belleville East chess team,
the Knightbills of the Old Republic were
completely shut out, 30-0.
At board one, senior Matt Angeli played
a tight game in which he achieved a nearwinning middle game position, but a subtle
exchange mistake gave his opponent a slight
advantage with a rook against Angeli’s
bishop.
	On board two senior Ben Geisman lost a
knight in a trap set by his opponent. Despite
losing a knight, he mounted a big attack.
Unfortunately, his opponent hung on to win

with the material advantage.
Sophomore Stephen Schumacher played
hard but miscalculated an exchange as he
gained a knight but lost his queen as he also
fell into a material disadvantage.
Sophomore Josh Dripps slowly lost
minor pieces (bishops and knights) and lost
to a material disadvantage at board four.
Dripps’ game reflected most of the games
the Rookbills played where material disadvantages cost them dearly.
Senior Jim Scariot played board five and
suffered the same fate of Schumacher and
Dripps by losing some minor pieces and not
deterring his opponent’s attacks.
Shaken up by Belleville East, the SLUH
chess team looked to destroy O’Fallon as they
had previously done before Christmas, but
they instead received a shocking loss, 26-4,
with the only points coming from a draw at
board one.
At the first board, Angeli looked for a

see MILLION PIECES, 12
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Michael Jonagan
Reporter

A

s a large part of the population spent
another Genesis-mandated day of
rest at grocery and department stores,
the Nothingtofearbutfearitselfbills joined
speech teams from around the area at
Nerinx Hall to pay homage to the spoken
word.
Ranked second behind Cor Jesu by a
mere four points going into the meet, SLUH
had high hopes of securing first place before
the finals on Feb. 12. Previously having meet
attendances similar to those in French army
mess halls after the first few days of Verdun,
the team showed a strong full roster, placing
at least one competitor in every category.
Although it is an achievement simply to
fill every category in speech competitions,
performances amongst SLUH’s orators leapt
beyond even this standard.
Speech coach Kathy Whitaker said,
“(Sophomores) Jack Dryden and Joe Wright
were especially strong in Storytelling,
earning ten team points between the two of
them.”
Also of note for their continued dominance of the Duet Acting category was the
dialectical duo of seniors Jack Cunningham
and Mike Moramarco.
After two rounds of intense and exhaustive rhetoric finished bouncing around the
storied halls of Nerinx, SLUH stood as the
frontrunner and the team to beat at the rapidly
approaching finals.
Stressing that the speakers themselves
maintain their work ethic, Whitaker said in
regards to the final meet that, “We can’t lose
our focus on preparation. You don’t do well
at finals by winging it.”
As the BillyCrystalbills continue to hone
their razor sharp tongues for their climactic
meet at Rosati-Kain on Feb. 12, they ask
only for your support throughout the halls
as once again I must stress that this brand
of public speaking is no spectator sport.
Here I find I must take a moment to
thank the speech coaches from each school
for all the rather disagreeable and tedious
work they do to set up for and tabulate the
results of these meets.

Sports

Basketball evens record after win over Gateway
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Justin Rottger
Core Staff

B

ack over .500? It was certainly a possibility this past week as the St. Louis
U. High basketball team had the opportunity to clinch a winning record for the first
time all season. The Jr. Bills had to travel
great lengths to attempt this feat, over
many hills and plains to the state capital to
face the Jays of Jefferson City High, but
unfortunately they came up four points
short in their efforts last Friday night.
Jefferson City took the early lead in the
game, 8-2, until Nick Riganti completed a
three-point play the old-fashioned way to
cut the Jay lead to three, 8-5. The Jays held
a 10-6 lead at the end of the first quarter.
Decent defense kept the game within
reach for the Jr. Bills, as the Jays had numerous opportunities to take a commanding
lead in the first half, but SLUH would not go
down easy, trailing18-11 after one half. The
Jr. Bills were actually very fortunate to still

be in the game; they only shot 24 percent in ous opportunities to pull away in the game,
the first half.
SLUH also had their chances to try and get
SLUH tried to come back in the second back in the game but simply could not conhalf when Eric Hunt drained a three-pointer vert shots. The Jr. Bills shot just 28 percent
with 6:20 remaining in the third quarter, at- for the entire game. A late surge by the Jr.
tempting to chip away
Bills was not enough,
at the deficit, but SLUH
and SLUH dropped
was still down by six,
the game 41-37 and
20-14. Hunt led SLUH
fell back under .500 to
scoring with 13 points.
10-11.
The offensive
However, the Jr.
struggles continued in
Bills had another chance
the third, despite anothto get back even when
er three by junior Geno
they returned home to
McNeil near the end of
face Gateway Tech on
the quarter. As the Jr.
Tuesday night. Things
Bills found themselves
were not looking great
down ten, 31-21, going
early; with 3:50 left in
into the fourth quarter,
the first quarter, Riganti
Joe Phillips (front) boxes out his Gateway
a comeback seemed a
was hit in the head with
Tech opponent last Tuesday.
rather lofty goal with the
an elbow while going
offense having trouble putting points on the up for a shot underneath the basket, and the
board.
injury forced him to leave the game.
see DRIBBLE, 13
But just as Jefferson City had numerphoto byMATT SCIUTO

Crosbybills fall in battle for Jesuit Cup
was tipped into the back of the Spartan net.
The goal was called back, however, on a
questionable high-sticking call, giving what
ast Friday, the St. Louis U. High hock- little momentum the Jr. Bills had back to their
ey team faced off against the DeSmet rivals.
The CCMbills picked up their forecheck,
Spartans for the second time this season,
switching their offensive zone play to a trap
this time for the Jesuit Cup.
The Icebills got off to a rough start, as in an attempt to contain the Spartan breakout.
DeSmet scored in the first three minutes of the Although the new strategy accomplished its
opening period when the Jr. Bills struggled desired effect, the Jr. Bills just couldn’t find
the net as time
to clear the puck
ran out.
from their own
Sophozone against the
more Ryan Myrelentless Sparers poked the
tan forecheck.
puck past the
DeSmet
Spartan goalie
scored again
late in the third
eight minutes
period, but it was
into the period,
too late, and the
and popped two
Jr. Bills walked
more in before
away after a 4-1
the end of the
loss.
period, pushing
Defenseman Dave Bosch leaps to block a DeSmet shot.
“It was
the Jr. Bills into
just that one bad period that cost us the game,”
a deep hole without a ladder, down 4-0.
The Puckbills went on the power play commented head coach Charlie Busenhart.
Three days later, the U. High hockey
early in the second period, and it looked
like the beginning of a comeback when a team matched up against Parkway South.
slap shot from defenseman Dave Bosch

Matt Beezley
Reporter

L

photo by DAN Everson

The Jr. Bills had to come away with a victory to establish any hope of a top ten seed
in the playoffs. Meanwhile, the Patriots had
to beat the Jr. Bills to maintain their No. 4
ranking.
The Icebills came out hard, using the
same offensive strategy as they did in the
Jesuit Cup. The Patriots’ defense held under
the SLUH forecheck, however, and the game
was a deadlocked until the third period. A
minute and a half into the final period of
the game, Eddie Effinger slid the puck to
linemate Evan Boff, who blazed the puck
past the opposing goalie.
Three minutes later, freshman Joe Cella
also roofed one past the goalie, giving the
Jr. Bills a comfortable 2-0 lead.
The next shift, a Parkway South player
took a penalty out of frustration, putting the
Jr. Bills on the power play. The Eastonbills
capitalized on the mistake with a centering
pass from junior Dan Steck to fellow junior
Chris Place, who one-timed the puck past
the Patriots’ netminder to seal the victory at
3-0.
The Jr. Bills close out the regular season
on Saturday at 9:30 P.M. at Affton Ice Rink
against the Seckman Jaguars.

Sports
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Belugabills streamline to convincing win
Tony Meyer
Reporter

M

any good things come along in increments of four years: presidencies, for example, or high school careers.
But most importantly, it took four years
for the St. Louis U. High swimming and
diving team to reclaim the JV MCC championship title.
Last Saturday, the Speedobills hosted the
other JV MCC swim teams at Forest Park
Community College for the MCC meet. In
preparation for the meet, the Aquamanbills
ritualistically shaved their arms and legs, and
even heads in some cases, hoping to drop time
and gain an edge over their opponents.
Head coach Fritz Long said, “Those
boys look good with shaved heads.”
The Aquabills took an early lead and

never looked back. Sophomores Zach Ancel
and Michael Clanahan powered out a 1-2
finish in the 200 yard freestyle with times of
2:03.40 and 2:14. 30, respectively. Freshman
Nick Debandt swam well, placing sixth with
a time of 2:17.90.
Freshman Andrew Howe, modeling
one of the Venusbills’ most interesting
haircuts—a shaved head save a miniature rat
tail possibly used for intimidation—placed
third in the 200 individual medley. His time
of 2:31.61 was 15 seconds faster than his
qualifying time. Freshman Matt Hohenberger
also swam the 200 individual medley in
2:38.59 and placed fourth.
Sophomore Nick Dwyer won the 50
freestyle with a time of 25.52. Sophomore
Max Wurm placed fifth with a time of 27.31.
Freshman Kevin Casey whole-heartedly
sprinted his 50 freestyle, stopping the watches

at 27.35, earning him a sixth place finish.
Freshman Steve Sigmund placed second
in both the 100 butterfly and the 100 backstroke with times of 1:10.42 and 109.08,
respectively. In the 100 freestyle, freshman
William Page knocked five seconds off his
qualifying time, winning the event with a
very respectable swim of 54.89.
After spouts of meditation throughout
the morning, freshman Michael O’Neill took
second place in the 500 freestyle with a time
of 5:58.75. Sophomore Dan Geisman placed
third in the event with a time of 6:17.74, and
fellow sophomore Mike Watt also swam the
500 well. Sophomore Matt Schaeperkoetter
placed sixth in the 100 backstroke with a
time of 1:19.18.
Ancel’s smooth strokes and fast turns
helped him win the 100 breastroke, setting a

matches. He’s had some disappointing
matches at times, but the thing that’s so
special about him is that the next day you’d
never know it. He wants to work on the three
or four specific things he’s done wrong. He’s
one of the hardest working kids we have,”
said head coach Tim Curdt.
Edmundson’s drill partner over the last
four years, Mike Doherty, has
been a constant
competitor all
year. As you could
imagine, the time
Doherty has spent
with Edmundson
over the last four
years has led the
two “closer than
you could imagine,” according to
Doherty. He is 1718 on the year and
has also recorded
nine pins. Curdt
described him as
an intense wrestler and one of the more
surprising contributors.
“If you would have told me when he was
a freshman that Mike Doherty would be a
two-year varsity starter and be a consistent
performer, hovering around the 15 to 20
match win record, I wouldn’t have thought

that. He seemed like a good kid, but an average kid. He’s worked hard to put himself
in the position to be one of our key leaders
and competitors,” Curdt said.
Jon Holden has also had a tough year
because of injuries. After a strained MCL kept
him out of action for about a month, his overall record is 17-10. He also has nine pins on
the year. Curdt and the other coaches believe
that his
rough
start
will not
h o l d
h i m
b a c k
f r o m
qualifying for
the state
tournament.
“ H e
l o s t
Austermann.
some
key matches (early in the year). Except for
one kind of fluke match against Pattonville,
he’s really peaking at the right time. He’s
got a great shot at returning to State,” Curdt
said.
Among the three captains, Holden has

see AQUAFINA, 13

Grappling to State: Senior Wrestler Profiles
Andrew Schroeder
Sports Editor

A

s the 2005-2006 Jr. Bill wrestling
season begins to wind down, five senior wrestlers are looking forward to the
district and state tournaments while also
cherishing the last few times they will don
their singlets and
leave it
all out on
the mat.
As they
prepare
for the
district
m e e t
n e x t
weekend, let’s
take
a
quick
look at
Doherty.
t h e s e
five varsity veterans’ time on the mats.
First, there’s the hard-working Bryan
Edmundson. Edmundson missed a chunk of
the season with some early injuries, but is
11-10 on the year with nine pins. He works
very hard, and is always ready to improve.
“He’s capable of wrestling great, great

photo by Kyle Kloster

photo by Anthony sigillito

see PROFILE, 8
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Football and track stars sign with colleges
February 3, 2006

Chaney off to Iowa, Hunt to Brown, Simmons to Northwestern

Andrew Schroeder
Sports Editor

S

enior football and track standouts Paul
Chaney, Eric Hunt, and Stephen Simmons signed with the University of Iowa,
Brown University, and Northwestern University, respectively, on Wednesday, National Signing Day, during Activity Period
in the team meeting room. The players’
families, as well as about 20 seniors and
coaches Gary Kornfeld and Rob Chura,
attended the ceremony.
Chaney decided on Iowa after looking
at some other large state schools such as
Nebraska, Mizzou, Texas, and Texas Tech.
Iowa was one of the few schools that agreed to
allow him to run track in addition to playing
football. He will be in the receiver rotation
as a slot receiver and will also showcase his
speed returning kicks for the Hawkeyes. He
also looks forward to playing against Sim-

mons in Big Ten games.
“That will definitely be a lot of fun,”
Chaney said.
After deliberating between Holy Cross
and Brown, Hunt decided he wanted something a little different and decided to check
out the Ivy League at Brown in Providence,
Rhode Island.
“Although I do enjoy the atmosphere
(of a Jesuit school), I hope I can take that
with me and experience some new things
out at Brown. Also, it seemed like the players at Brown cared more about winning and
working and getting better, and also getting
better in the classroom as well. Academics
was definitely a big part of the decision,”
Hunt said.
Hunt will show off his speed as a kick
returner and cornerback for the Bears.
Simmons was attracted to the Big Ten
from the start. He looked at Illinois, Indiana,

Northern Illinois, and Northwestern before
deciding to sign with the Wildcats.
“I was the most comfortable when I went
up there. … It doesn’t get much better than
Chicago, and it’s the number-one business
school in the nation, which is what I’m going
for,” Simmons said.
Northwestern runs a two-back offensive
system. Simmons will show off his speed
and agility this summer when he reports and
hopes to make it as one of the four running
backs the Wildcats need to play.
“It was nice to see Stephen and Paul and
Eric Hunt today for signing day, (and) we’re
probably gonna have a few more before it’s
all over with. We’re pretty proud of the fact
that two of them are going to the Big Ten,
and of course with Eric going to Brown,
they’re great academic institutions as well
as great football places,” commented head
football coach Gary Kornfeld.

NRAbills travel to Bluegrass state for
Murray State Invitational, take 12th place
Zach Brooks
Reporter

K

entucky. The name floods one’s mind
with thoughts of different attractions. The average student might envision
“My Old Kentucky Home,” fried chicken,
horse racing, or the infamous “Gettin’
Lucky In Kentucky” shirt. However, to
the Riflebills of St. Louis U. High, Kentucky means only one thing: the Murray
State Invitational Match.
Due to a schedule change, the varsity
Anschutzbills packed up their smallbore and
air rifles and left their home range early on
Sunday morning, not returning to SLUH
until 10:30 p.m. Seniors Bryan Carlin, Pat
Zelaya, Joe Reinders and junior Joel Schmidt
spent their tiring Sunday making a three
and a half hour drive, preparing for back to
back matches, and actually competing in the
matches.
Sophomore Sam Gall also attended the
match as an alternate. This was his first Roger
Withrow Invitational, which meant big match

experience as well as Gall’s first encounter
with block timing. Block timing describes
a match where the entire hour and a half is
given to the shooters. The competitors then
shoot their six targets in order. This obviously requires some sort of target retrieval
system, which are few and far between, thus
explaining the rarity of block timing.
Competing against some of the best collegiate shooters in the country is no easy task,
but the Longriflebills did manage to put up
some good numbers. The team’s smallbore
score of 2170 and air score of 2220 combined
for a total of 4390 and twelfth place overall.
This score placed them ahead of the only other
two high schools invited, as well as some
colleges, such as Austin Peay University,
Tennessee Tech, and Ohio State University.
Gall also did well, shooting a 542 in the air
competition and 537 in smallbore.
Next weekend is the fifth meeting between the Bulletbills and their archrivals,
the Blue Devils of Quincy, Illinois. It will
be a 3-P air rifle match and promises to be
an excellent chance for the Bangbangbills to

close the gap in the season series; the Blue
Devils currently hold a 3-1 advantage.
Any freshman that wants to begin a lucrative shooting career is encouraged and invited
to do so. Visit the rifle range after school on
Tuesdays and Thursdays for information to
compete in a sport that no other high school
in St. Louis offers.

Racquetball
Night Beat

The Racquetbills were victorious over rival
Vianney at Vetta Concord last night, 5-2, in
rather convincing fashion. One seed Justin
Langan won both sets 15-7, 15-5, and five
seed Mike Laurentius also triumphed 15-3,
15-8. The team is now 6-3 on the season and
is slated to face Webster Groves on Tuesday
at Vetta Hampshire. That match will be the
last for the season before the team participates in the state playoffs, which begin on
Feb. 25.
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taken on the responsibility of being the vocal
leader of the team.
“If every young member on the team had
to think of who’s our leader, they would go

scoring from there,” Curdt said.
Austermann is looking forward to taking
his unorthodox, squirmy style to Columbia
in a couple of weeks for the State tournament.
F i n a l l y, t h e
anchor of the Jr.
Bills this year, Eric
“Frankenstein”
Gass. Gass has been
the team’s go-to guy
all year. He holds
an impressive 356 record with 183
team points, and he
is currently ranked
eighth in the state.
“If wrestling
had a clean-up hitter, that’s what he
(would be),” Curdt
said. He continued,
Gass.
“He’s our guy we
to Jon, and Jon’s handled that responsibility could always count on to be in the finals of
wonderfully. He’s matured immensely from whatever tournament, no matter how hard
his earlier years, particularly in stressful it is. He hasn’t always wrestled the perfect
situations in matches. He’s got a lot more match, but he’s been our backbone.”
In addition to being a terrific wrestler,
poise. He’s been one of the best captains
Gass has also been a great leader all year as
we’ve ever had,” Curdt said.
Devin Austermann, another captain, has the team’s third captain.
“He’s made all the other wrestlers around
had a terrific year for the Grapplebills. He is
34-9 with 23 pins and 173 team points on the him better. Andrew Austermann is a much
year. His unconventional style of wrestling better wrestler now at the end of the season.
has led him to place in every tournament the (He) is poised and with (the) potential to
qualify for State
team has wrestled
mainly because
in this year. He
he drills with Eric
placed second
Gass every day,”
in the Parkway
Curdt said. “(Gass)
South tournament,
is in the top five I’ve
fourth at the Sparcoached. He’s done
tan, third in the Vieverything you’d
anney tournament,
want a returning seand fourth at the
nior, state qualifier,
MICDS tourna(and) captain to do,”
ment, just to name
Curdt finished.
a few.
Overall, the team
“He’s so unhas had a tough year,
orthodox, and he’s
but not due to lack
so goofy, and yet
of effort on the part
he’s so frustrating
of these five senior
to wrestle. Just
Holden.
wrestlers by any
when opponents
think they’ve got him, (when) they’re in deep means.
“We’ve had some disappointing turnouts
on a takedown, Devin has a perfect way of
wiggling out, and not only wiggling out, but this year, not because of individuals, just
photo by Kyle Kloster

photo by Matt Sciuto
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because we don’t have a full lineup. These
seniors are every bit as good as the seniors
we’ve had the last few years, there’s just not
as many of them. So that hurts us in some of
the dual meet records,” Curdt explained.
Gass, Austermann, Holden, Doherty, and
Edmundson have done a great job all year
photo by Anthony Sigillito

Edmundson.

leading the Jr. Billiken wrestling team, and
the best part is they’re a group of first-class
men. Curdt described just one more reason he
is appreciative of the “big five” this year.
“All five, even Doherty with a little cajoling, they all stay and coach a little-league
program. They give an extra hour one night
a week just to volunteer to work with these
really young kids, which can be fun, but can
also be pretty frustrating. They’re the kind
of young men you’d trust your kids with,
and I do every week when they work with
my own little boys. … It’s been a nice year
to see them,” he said.

Announcement

Charlie Samson, ’05, speaks on St. Louis
de Monfort and Mary, the Mother of God
on Feb. 7 at Activity Period in the Currigan
Room.
Any interested students must pick up a
permission sheet that your 3rd period teacher
and guardian must sign. Permission sheets
can be found at Mrs. McCarthy’s office (Library) and on the Library Bulletin board.

Reflection
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Senior Project ’06: Missouri Veterans Home
Seth Clampett
Editor

and I soon found myself wanting to ask him to tell me his story.
One day, I helped Bob back to his room from Rev. Owens’s
Editor’s note: The names in the following reflection have been altered service. He still had on his prosthetic legs from therapy, as he had
been walking earlier that morning. After I wheeled him over to his
to respect the confidentiality of the Home and its residents.
bed, he asked me to take off his legs. He gave me the instructions
As I shuffled the bingo chips into the bowl, I heard a strange grunting to remove them, but I couldn’t get my hand to touch his leg. I sat
noise. The veteran I was helping play bingo was growling at me. At there frozen.
I couldn’t move. I still had that fear that kept me from helping
first I didn’t know what to do, so I scrambled to find a reason for
what I had done wrong. The game was over and another one hadn’t Bob. I didn’t want to touch or feel any disfigurement. I wanted to
started. I hadn’t missed a number or dropped a chip. It was only my keep myself sheltered from the pain, and removing this man’s fake
legs would force me to tangibly experience someone else’s sufferfirst day, and already I felt like I couldn’t do anything right.
I had hoped to avoid any situation like this, yet in a way I chose ing.
It hit me then that my fear, the same fear I experienced working
my project at the Missouri Veterans Home in order to be stretched.
I volunteered to work with this guy simply because he looked like with Mike, was holding me back from forming relationships with
people whom I needed
a guy that just had to be
to see as human beings. I
in a wheelchair. He didn’t
reached forward, pushed
drool on himself, and he
the button to release the
didn’t smell. He didn’t
pressure, and slowly
seem depressed, nor frail.
pulled the leg off of Bob.
In working with him, I
I managed to get both of
had successfully avoided
his fake legs off without
confronting my fears in
touching him, and I felt
dealing with the elderly.
relieved. Then, he asked
However, I soon
me to put on his socks.
found out he couldn’t
I kept telling myself
really talk or move any
that I was doing this for
of his limbs. There I sat,
Bob, so I even began
dumbfounded, and he
putting on the pantyhose
continued to grunt. As
socks he wore on his stubs
he persisted, I figured out
to keep them warm. Howthat he was trying to tell
ever, the socks proved
me something. I asked
difficult to put on, and I
him to repeat it, and I
was forced to touch his
leaned closer. “What’s
scars. At first I flinched,
your name?”
but then I calmed down
After quickly reSeth and Bob take time from listening to Judge Alex to pose for a picture.
and realized that I was
sponding, I felt sorry for
this man. He couldn’t move, and I had just witnessed him struggle only touching skin. I had been afraid of nothing but skin. I felt so
to say three words. I found out his name was Mike, and I later real- ashamed of myself.
On that day, Bob erased many of my fears completely. I knew
ized that pitying him wouldn’t get me anywhere. I couldn’t try to
have a conversation with Mike because I was so hampered by my then that I had no basis for being afraid, and that these veterans were
fear and by my pity. I didn’t want to try and talk to him because I still men like me. They deserved my love and care regardless of
whether or not they were healthy or if they were missing two legs.
felt so sorry that he couldn’t be understood.
I later thought about my experience, and I couldn’t help but Bob helped me see that the elderly can’t help their limitations. In
admire Mike’s perseverance. His mind was still sharp; he was simply getting to know Bob, I know that the challenge for me is to accept
held back by his body. Even with that great limitation, Mike still life’s limitations. I have to accept the limitations in others, and
tried to be normal and tried to get to know others. He wasn’t really especially in myself.
From that point on, I made every effort I could to get to know
able to talk, but that didn’t stop him from trying to get to know
Bob. I sat down with him at lunch one time, and we talked for nearly
someone, whereas I could communicate, and chose not to.
Later, I got to know another veteran who would really chal- an hour. He told me about his life, how he was drafted into service
lenge my stereotypes. I had seen him around, and I found out his in WWII, his jobs, his family, and how he lost his legs. Bob told me
name was Bob. He was blind, and both of his legs were gone. I had that he had to have his legs amputated only a few years ago because
see CLAMPETT, 10
formed my own hypothesis as to how he lost his legs and vision,
photo courtesy of seth clampett
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he had problems with low blood circulation
in his legs. I had been completely wrong
about how he lost his legs and vision.
While talking with Bob, we ended up
talking a lot about faith. I remember him
telling me one thing that really struck me: “I
want to get into the kingdom because I don’t
want to go to hell. I’ve lived through enough
hell on earth to want to get into heaven.”
Looking back, Bob really helped make
my experience at the home worthwhile.
Because I got to know him, I felt that I
could connect with anyone. During the last
few days, I sat down and tried to talk to
someone who avoided people at all costs.
His name was Neill, and he was infamous at
the home for always saying, “Don’t wanna
be bothered.”
Neill was watching TV and he once again
told me he didn’t want to be bothered. Instead
of leaving him alone as I usually would do,
I asked him why he didn’t like to talk with
people. He told me that he had gotten into a
fight with his roommate and that the police
had told him to avoid people. I wasn’t sure
if I believed him.
I patiently kept trying to talk with him,
and after repeating a few questions, we were
talking about sports, news, his family, my
family, schooling, and many other subjects.
All I needed was a little bit of patience, and
in return I got to know a rather interesting
guy that I would have just ignored.
On the last day, I started asking residents
if they wanted to come to the afternoon
activity for the last time. I decided to ask
Bob last. I entered his room, and told him
that there was going to be a birthday party
in the dining room at two o’clock, just as I
had with the other residents.
While I waited for his response, I looked

Attention: Any students in any way
interested in Ultimate Frisbee are
invited to an informational meeting to be held today in J123 at the
beginning of activity period. For
more information, see Dan Mueller
(M114), Nick Ruemker (M116) or
Mr. Broekelmann in the English
Department.

News
around the room for the last time. There Bob
sat in his chair, pulled up to the edge of the
bed as usual. The television was on, yet Bob
continued to stare at a blank stretch of wall
opposite of the screen. Judge Alex’s voice
played in the background, and then Bob
broke the silence in the room: “No, I want
to watch my judge shows.”
I felt a little betrayed. I had wanted him
to be at the party to say goodbye, but I had to
settle on that moment. I sat down on his bed
and looked at him. I told him that this was
my last day at the home, and that I wouldn’t
be back for awhile.
As I watched his face, he continued to
stare at the blank spot on his wall. “Well,” he
said, “I’m going to miss you. You’ve really
been a good friend. Make sure you come
back and visit now, you hear.”
I continued to sit there in silence, and
I noticed a tear fall slowly down his face.
Bob never once looked at me, but I never
expected him to. To him, I was only a voice.
He had never seen my face. He could only
remember me as the voice who talked to him
every once in awhile, a voice just like any
other.
Bob continued to cry silently, and I
wondered if he thought I had left. The only
thing that told him of my presence was my
voice, and I hadn’t said anything. I looked
at Bob, leaned closer, put my head on his
shoulder, and whispered goodbye.
Bob wiped his face, and I told him I
would be sure to be back. I don’t know if I
can keep this promise, but I know it is worth
it to try.

Wellness Club
Trivia Afternoon

Friday, Feb. 10, 3:30 – 6:00 p.m., before
the SLUH –DeSmet basketball Game.
Come for good food, lots of fun, and
great prizes!
Gift certificates to Best Buy awarded
to each person at the winning tables:
1st Place - $20,
2nd Place - $10, 3rd Place - $5
Students from other schools (i.e. girls)
are welcome. $18 for a table of 6 or $4
individually. To sign up, get a form at
the switchboard.

BOEHM
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Master’s degree in Comparative Literature
and, although not currently enrolled, he has
applied to resume his studies at Washington
University beginning next fall, where he
hopes to earn his Ph.D., also in Comparative
Literature.
As for how the class will be affected by
Cummings’s absence, Boehm assures that
the course content will remain the same,
but due to the subjective nature of film
classes, some of his opinions may differ
from Cummings’s.
“I work from his syllabi and notes, but
there is certainly room within that framework
to introduce some of my own insights about
the medium of film and the individual movies we screen,” Boehm said. Hopefully, the
students can benefit from hearing a different
perspective on the individual movies they
watch and film in general.
Boehm says that he has enjoyed his
time at SLUH so far, describing his overall
experience as “very positive.”
“The students in my class seem bright
and interested in the subject matter,” he
said. He also speaks well of his colleagues
at SLUH, saying, “The administration and
the faculty of the English department have
been very helpful and welcoming.”
If all goes well, Cummings plans to return to school in late March or early April.

GAVIN

(from 2)
convincing him to return.”
Gavin commented that he was “anxious
at first, but I knew they needed me, and now
that I’m here, I’m glad to come back.”
English teacher Jim Raterman said that
the English department is “really excited that
he could come back.”
George added, “(Gavin) is a terrific
teacher, and not only that, but he is the kind
of teacher that can step into the middle of
something like this and make it seem as
though he’s always been there.”
When asked about his retirement, Gavin
said that “it’s wonderful. I’ve been doing a
lot of reading. The nice thing though is the
freedom. That’s why I was hesitant to come
back. But now that I’ve been here for a couple
days, I’m really starting to enjoy the upside
of teaching again, that is, the interaction with
all of the students.”

News
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Platform Policy

As the student-run newspaper of St. Louis
University High School, the Prep News is a
weekly publication which strives to inform the
SLUH community about events and people,
with its focus on those pertaining to the school,
primarily through the written word.
The Prep News is neither the voice of the
administration nor the students. Rather, the
newspaper serves to gather and disseminate
information for the entire school. The Prep
News editors and staff members make every
effort to be objective in their news coverage
and editing, and they strive for fair and accurate athletic reporting.
The organizational structure of the Prep
News differs slightly from that of recent years.
This year the Prep News has one editor in
chief, one sports editor, and one features editor,
one photography editor, and two editors. The
members of the editorial staff are co-workers
and share the duties of writing, copy-editing,
layout, and staff management. The editors are
supported by a core staff of regular reporters,
who are frequently underclassmen.
It is the role of the editors to seek out
and facilitate the reporting of all significant
news at SLUH. While any faculty member
or student is welcome to submit suggestions
for potential articles, the Prep News is never
obligated to publish any article idea; the editors

reserve the right to deem any potential article
un-newsworthy and retain it from publication
for this or any other reason.
	Our primary goal as editors of the Prep
News is clear, accurate writing and careful
editing. But we do attempt to include some
visual expression—photography, drawing,
technical aids, etc.—in every issue. Despite
our desire to make the paper visually appealing, we commit ourselves not to allow form
to supersede substance.
The Prep News strongly encourages
underclassman involvement, and our office
on the second floor of the Jesuit Wing, room
J220, is always open for involvement, criticism, praise, or suggestions. Without student
reaction and feedback, the Prep News could
not function.
If the Prep News is inaccurate, we will
try to correct any significant error in the following issue.
Furthermore, the editors assume sole
responsibility for the text of news and sports
articles, features, and editorials. We encourage faculty or students who take issue with
the manner in which the news was reported
or find an error to bring it to the attention of
the editors, not the individual reporters.
This is the platform of the editors of
Volume LXX of the Prep News.

Editorial Policy

The Volume LXX Prep News editorial policy serves as the vehicle of personal
opinion, whether from students, faculty, or
others wishing to voice an opinion. All topics
discussed in the section will be related to St.
Louis University High School.
Nothing published either as an editorial
or as a letter to the editor should be considered
the opinion of the school, the administration,
or anyone other than its author or authors.
A Prep News editorial is the opinion of
the editors on a particular topic. In their writing, the editors will make a strong attempt to
express their views in a clear and accurate
fashion; they will also strive to offer solutions
if the editorial focuses on a problem.
Either in response to something in the
editorial section or simply in an effort to
express one’s opinion about a SLUH-related
topic, every member of the SLUH community
is welcomed and encouraged to submit a letter

to the editors.
Every letter recieved by the editors will
be read and given consideration. All the letters
must be signed, but the author’s name may
be withheld from publication by request.
The Prep News editors reserve the right to
edit any submissions for publication in order
to meet grammatical standards, but they will
not skew the author’s original intent. Also,
the editors reserve the right to withhold from
publication any submission if it is deemed
vulgar, tasteless, or otherwise inappropriate.
All authors wishing to have letters
published must submit them by 4:00 p.m.
the Wednesday before the letter is to be published.
Letters can be given to any Prep News
editor or moderator. In addition, letters can be
mailed to the Prep News courtesy of St. Louis
University High School, 4970 Oakland, St.
Louis, MO 63110, or e-mailed to prepnews@
sluh.org.
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Tips, Chips, and Dips
Sunday, February 5
Super Bowl Sunday
1:00 – 3:00 p.m.
In SLUH theater

Come get some tips from the pros before
your Super Bowl Chips & Dips.
A Panel Presentation by Representatives
from the University of Missouri - Columbia,
Washington University, and Rhodes College
will discuss the procedures for admission,
enrollment, financial aid, scholarships, and
available types of programs and majors
specific to their schools. A question and
answer session will follow.
Parents and students of all grades are welcome, especially Juniors and their parents.
The Father-Son Banquet will be held at the
Millennium Hotel on Sunday, Feb. 26. Our
guest speaker will be Rick Horton, former
Cardinal relief pitcher and current Cardinal
broadcaster as well as local director for the
Fellowship of Christian Athletes. SLUH’s
own Jazz Band will also entertain.
The cost is $35 per person and includes dinner. Vegetarian meals are available. Tickets
can be purchased at the SLUH switchboard
or on-line under the parent section at www.
sluh.org. This is always a popular, well-attended event so get your tickets early.
For more information, contact Connie
Leinauer in the SLUH Advancement Office
at (314) 531-0330 ext. 116 or by email at
leinauer@sluh.org

Quote of the week
“We would rather speak
ill of ourselves than not
talk about ourselves at
all.”
—Francois,
Duc de la Rochefou-
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DRUG TESTING
(from 1)
ing, we require an assessment at one of the
alcohol and drug centers. because we’re not
experts. We don’t pretend to be. But we will
let the experts decide if the young man has
a problem or not. And it could be that this
young man is just experimenting. We’ll let
the experts tell us that. We err on the side of
caution when it comes to that. … I’ve always
said that it’s not about punishment, but it’s
about looking out for the well-being of the
student, and we will work with students. We
have several students that we’re working
with now that have issues.”
Principal Mary Schenkenberg said,
“I’m pretty pleased with the way Mr. Clark
handles it and our counselors handle it.
There’s a lot of individual counseling and
individual discussion that goes on that a
lot of people aren’t aware of. If Mr. Clark
suspects a student of drug use, he will call
that student in and has the right to either test
him or breathalyze him or ask him to get an
assessment and speak with the family and
get the family involved. … They do that in
a quiet way with the individual student.”
But is a wholesale random testing of
students, as proposed at CBC, possible in
the near future at SLUH?
Clark said, “I don’t think we’re to the
point of mandatory drug testing. … We’re
definitely going to see how it goes at CB.
There are some negative aspects of it, but I
think there are some positives too. … But
will SLUH ever go that route? I will never
say never, but we aren’t sitting down saying,
‘Hey, what do we think? Should we go that
route?’”
President David Laughlin agreed, “We
feel good about the policy we have and how
it has had a positive impact with students.
But would somebody say that there are complaints about that process? I highly suspect
so. But at least we’re doing some things we
think are effective.”
Many see a variety of advantages and
disadvantages with any drug and alcohol
policy.
Clark said, “I do understand the students saying it is a presumption of guilt for
everyone. But … I know how peer pressure
is right now, and it’s easier said than done
just to say ‘no’ or be the one that doesn’t
decide to do it, and I know that’s hard. But

News
I do understand (drug testing) is an out for
those students.”
Clark continued, “I do like the idea that
it is a deterrent from peer pressure to allow
a student, a young man to say ‘I don’t want
to take a chance; they might test me.’”
Schenkenberg said, “(With our program), I’m sure we don’t catch plenty (of
students), but what we try to do is serve the
young men that need help and we’re able to
identify. And we want to bring their families
in always. We want to work with the family
and the young man, and we do have expectations in certain cases. If the student wants
to continue at St. Louis U. High, they have
to be assessed and then they have to have,
in some cases, depending on the situation,
monthly drug tests. So we do have students
under that kind of mandatory requirement,
but it’s on a case-by-case basis.”
Student reaction to a mandatory random
testing policy was varied.
Some took an indifferent approach.
Senior Ben Schlote said, “Its fine with me.
I have nothing to hide. Either way, it doesn’t
matter because the worst that’s going to happen to me is I’d get a lock of my beautiful
hair snipped off.” Many other students held
this view, taking the stance that because
it wouldn’t affect them personally, they
wouldn’t really mind.
Junior Jake Kessler said, “The school is
entitled to do it, if it wants, but it represents a
breach in trust between the student body and
the administration.” Kessler also expressed
fear that drug testing could lead to other
things, such as random locker searches, and
that policies could progress downhill from
there.
Meanwhile, senior Andrew Miller would
support such a policy. Miller said, “Go for it,
especially testing athletes for steroids. For
one, it can keep drugs out of your school.
Those types of kids will avoid your school.
It also gives the tempted kids one more
incentive not to try drugs.”
Senior Sam Cummings was distrustful
of the truly random nature of the testing past
the first round, in which all students must
be tested. He feared stereotyping certain
students based on how they look and having
them be tested more often under the excuse
of randomness. He also feared punishments
as possibly being too harsh.
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Laughlin said, “I think for many students
and many families (a drug test policy) may be
very effective, and for others, it may not be. I
think and hope the same is true for ours. That
when we’re dealing with students and with
families, that we’re doing our best to help
a family in their approach to this important
issue. But, it’s to me a complex enough issue, and I will tell you over an 18-plus year
career in secondary education, I’ve done and
tried many, many different things—policies,
educations, programs—and I don’t think the
door is ever closed on continuing to try to
work on helping young people make good
choices, and I think believing in young people
that they will make good choices.”
With either approach, Schenkenberg
said, the goal is the same: “Keeping our
young men making good choices and healthy
choices and having enough safeguards in
place to help them if they slip.”

MILLION PIECES

(from 4)
win but fell into a dangerous attack by his
opponent. He counterattacked and drew the
game despite being behind a pawn for most
of the match.
Geisman at one point looked like he had
a decisive attack but unfortunately melted
because of the warming February temperatures as he lost his game.
Schumacher at one point thought he had
won a pawn, but instead fell to an unstoppable attack after a long sequence of moves
and a queen trade,.
Dripps lost a knight in the early part of
the game but recovered by winning a piece
and getting ahead by capturing one of his
opponent’s rooks. However, his opponent
counterattacked and won before Dripps could
clarify his advantage.
Scariot described his game and pretty
much both the Monday and Wednesday
matches as a “total nightmare.” Several move
mistakes in his Wednesday night game gave
his opponent a clear advantage as he too fell
to O’Fallon.
The Rookbills have lost the past three
and are in a skeptical position for the playoffs.
However, their next two opponents should
help them bolster their dash for playoff
contention.

February 3, 2006

DRIBBLE
(from 5)
With Riganti out, fellow big man Ben
Favier was called upon to fill in, and he did
an admirable job. Favier hit four of six field
goals for eight points and came down with
four rebounds.
About his performance, Favier simply
said, “I do what I can.”
The score was tied 9-9 after the first
quarter, and SLUH only led by one, 20-19,
after the first half of play. In what should
have been an easy game for the Jr. Bills, they
found themselves in danger of dropping a
“gimme” at home.
The Jr. Bills, even without Riganti and
guard Pete Cooney, who was in foul trouble
midway through the third quarter, managed
to pull away from the Jaguars in the third.
Junior Andre Craig has been stepping
up of late, and he continued his success in
the second half. With 1:14 remaining in the
quarter, Craig gathered up a loose ball in the
offensive end and swished an 8-foot shot to
extend the SLUH lead to eight, 34-26.
“I’m just playing my game,” Craig
said. “As a junior on varsity, I will have
more experience for next year, and I think
it will be easier to lead the team because of
experience.”
Craig also made a nice pass to Joe Phillips with just two seconds left in the quarter,
and Phillips got the layup and drew the foul.
Phillips missed the free throw attempt, but
the lead was then ten after three quarters of
play.
The fourth quarter took seemingly
forever as Gateway refused to give up and
continued to foul despite trailing by fifteen
points with three minutes remaining.
SLUH went to the line a lot in the fourth
quarter, and most of their 32 free throw attempts came in the final frame. The Jr. Bills
converted 21 of those 32 attempts.
In contrast to the last game, where SLUH
could not find the basket against Jefferson
City, the Jr. Bills scored 29 points in the
fourth quarter of Tuesday’s game, mostly
coming off free throws. SLUH cruised to a
65-49 win at home, bringing their record to
an even 11-11.
SLUH will again have the chance to
get over the .500 mark for the first time
this season on Friday in a marquee game at
archrival CBC at 7 p.m. With a win, the Jr.

News
Bills can also even their conference record
at 3-3. The Cadets have been struggling of
late, losing their last three games.
This is a very big game for your basketball team, fans, so make yourselves known as
a sixth man tonight in this timeless rivalry.

Aquafina

(from 6)
new JV MCC record with his time of 1:10.82.
Junior Paul Merrill held the previous record
of 1:11.86.
Long remarked on the meet as a whole:
“All our relays swam well. It was outstanding. Everyone who swam had a best time,
which is really incredible. The whole meet
shows what kind of depth our team has, and
our strong underclassmen.”
The final scores of the meet were: CBC
52, Vianney 193, DeSmet 210, Chaminade
261, and SLUH 442. The Speedobills were
awarded a new traveling JV MCC plaque
after their victory.
	On Wednesday, the H2Obills swam in
the varsity MCC qualifying round. The top
twelve swimmers in each event after the meet
will swim tonight at Chaminade. Freshman
John Heafner qualified in the 200 individual
medley with a time of 2:09.64 while junior
Jim Heafner qualified in the 100 breastroke
with a time of 1:06.49.
“We had really good swims. All our
swimmers in the 200 individual medley and
100 breastroke are in the top six now, and
we hope to have more guys qualify,” Long
said.
The final round of the MCC championship takes place at Chaminade tonight,
starting at 4:00 p.m.

Announcement

The Prep News is currently encouraging any seniors interested
in composing a Senior Project
Reflection to contact any editor or
Mr. Missey in the English Office.
Reflections will be printed over the
course of the next few issues.
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Quote of the week 2

“Well, what if there is no tomorrow? There wasn’t one today. ”
—Bill Murray as Phil Connors,
in Groundhog Day
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by Jim Santel

Return of the Kings

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3
Schedule R
B/V BB @ CBC, 5:30/7pm
Cookies, Papa John’s

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4

V HOC vs. Seckman @ Affton, 9:30pm

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5

Jr. Parent College Planning Mtg. 1-3pm

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6

Schedule R
IM Movie Trivia (Seniors)
College Visit:
University of Missouri-Kansas City
Pretzels, Pizza

Internet

(from 1)
fair amount of content on our website, but
it’s hard to find.”
In addition to the mechanical changes,
the site will also undergo a visual makeover.
DuMont added, “We’re going to have a fresh
design. It will be more appealing and more
in alignment with our Jesuit identity.”
In addition to the site’s use as a tool
for prospective students and other public
relations purposes, another objective for
the new site is to contain more up-to-date
information for use by students, parents,
and faculty. As a result, the ranks of those
who can update the site will increase from
about four to several dozen more students,
faculty, and staff. DuMont said, “It will be
a simple template where anybody could go
in. … It will literally take a few minutes to
show somebody how to use it.”
Each club will have its own page to

Finucane

(from 3)
what the administration is doing will cause
our students to take a look at what they
are doing online and think seriously of the
negative consequences that stem from their
actions. Along with Mr. Landis, I hope that
students clean up their profiles and represent
our school in the way it should be represented.
God bless and thank you for your time.
                                                                     
Dan Finucane, ’06

Calendar

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7

Schedule R
Soph. Bonus Reading Test
IM Movie Trivia (All)
Club Meetings:
Pro-Life
	Young Republicans
Cheese Garlic Bread, Lasagna

February 3, 2006
Feb. 3 - Feb. 10

Apple/Cherry Turnovers, Chicken Stuffing
Casserole

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9
Schedule H
12:15 Dismissal
Faculty Meeting 1pm
Burgers

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 8

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10

be maintained on a regular basis. Students
responsible for updating information on
the website will be supervised by faculty
moderators. The administration will oversee
that the content of the website is appropriate
and will make sure all parts of the website
are updated on a regular basis.
In addition, PNMG will hold faculty
workshops after the site’s launch to show
faculty members how to update the site on
a regular basis.
Patke said, “We feel like the web’s going to become the primary communication
source. If you want to know something about
St. Louis U. High, the first place you’re going
to look is the web, and hopefully, most of
the time, you’re going to find your answer
there.”
While neither DuMont nor Patke would
comment on how much revamping the site
would cost, DuMont did explain that price

was an issue in selecting PNMG. DuMont
said, “Before we picked Paradigm New
Media Group, there was a process … that
evaluated different firms here in town based
on quality of the firm as well as their bid. A
thorough process took place to make sure
that this was the right thing to do.”
In order to avoid haphazard and shoddy
work, PNMG and SLUH haven’t specifed a
launch date any more explicit than sometime
this semester. DuMont added, “We don’t
want to lock ourselves in. Our goal is to do
it the right way.”

Schedule R
Freshman Eng. Tutorial
1818 Registration
IM Movie Trivia (All/Faculty)
Junior Retreat Meeting
Founders’ Day Reception

Mark your calendars for the annual
Father-Son Rec Bowl sponsored by the
SLUH Fathers’ Club on Monday, Feb.
20 from 6:30 – 9:00 p.m. Events will include fast pitch radar gun, rifle range,
washers, basketball, volleyball, pool,
foosball, putting, and football toss.
Snacks and drinks will be provided.
This free event is an excellent evening
for fathers and sons to enjoy friendly
competition with other SLUH fathers
and sons. No need to RSVP.

Schedule R
Junior Class Liturgy
Wellness Club Trivia Afternoon
IM BB (Sophs/Faculty)
B/V BB vs. DeSmet, 5:30/7pm
V SW State Meet @ Rec Plex, Time TBA

Attn. seniors: for those who
want to order the graduation
invitations made by the class of
2006, order forms are available
in the main office. The deadline
for turning in order forms is
Feb. 14.
EVERYONE is welcome to enter
the ACES Kuumba Contest: Life
Without the Contributions of the
Birthplace of Mankind. If you
have a poem, photo, or piece of
artwork, submit it to Director
of Diversity Robert Evans in his
office before Thursday,
February 16.

