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Charlie Landis
Core Staff

A

admits

s reliable as the changing of the seasons is the annual reception of high
school acceptance letters by area eighthgraders. St. Louis U. High again participated in this area Catholic high school
tradition last week by mailing home 276
letters of acceptance to next year’s freshman class, the class of 2010.  
Of the 337 students who applied, 276
eighth graders were admitted based on
grades, test scores, faith, extracurricular
activities, and interviews. The new class
represents 73 different Catholic parishes in
the St. Louis area. Twenty-seven students

276

to

class

will come from public schools, and three
home-schooled students will also attend.
Seven Holy Founders parish in Affton contributed the most, with 12 students to attend
next year.
Twenty-one students will come from the
63021 zip code, making the West County area
the leader in admissions for 2010. Director
of Admissions Craig Hannick commented
that more applicants have come from West
County than usual despite the imminent
construction projects on Highway 40. “That
does not seem to be a deterrent,” Hannick said
about the highway project. Hannick noted
the increase in students from West County,
saying, “It seems to me that the demographic
(has) shifted a zip code west.”

Fiddler to open tonight

photo by matt hubbard

of

2010

Two hundred sixty-four (95 percent) of
the new Jr. Bills are Roman Catholic, with
the other 12 students listed from a Protestant
denomination. Two Muslims, one Unitarian,
and one Buddhist also applied to the school
but were denied.
     The class of 2010 will also contain
a number of minority students, including
seven Hispanics, six African Americans, two
Asians, and eight students listed as “mixed.”
The number of African Americans from previous years has decreased, but the number
of Hispanic admissions this year is larger
than any previous year. Under the “mixed”
title, four students called themselves partially
Hispanic, and three students said they were

see O’ 10, 10

ACSA talks parent-hosted parties,
pre-Xmas exams
Tim Huether
Editor in Chief

T

Tevye (Eddie Szewczyk, left) and Lazar (Dan Marincel) chit-chat over a bottle of grog in the Dauphin
Players’ production Fiddler on the Roof. See article, pg. 2.

he final Advisory Committee for Student Affairs (ACSA) meeting took
place on Monday night in the Robinson
Library. Assistant Principal for Student
Welfare H. Eric Clark began the meeting
promptly at 7 p.m. and introduced the first
topic for discussion: parental responsibility for hosting student parties, specifically
parties with alcohol.
Clark began, “Over the years being Dean
of Students, you would not believe that (the
SLUH community) … has had parties hosted
by parents that provided liquor, the reason
being that they felt that their young man was
going to get it from somewhere else. They
felt that it was better that they have control
over it and that they do it at their home. They

see SACSA, 7
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Fiddler on the Roof to debut tonight
Brian Krebs
Editor

A
“

fiddler on the roof. Sounds crazy, no?
But in our little village of Anatevka,
you might say everyone of us is a fiddler
on the roof trying to scratch out a pleasant,
simple tune without breaking his neck.”
This old Jewish expression about tradition gives the title to the St. Louis U. High’s
Dauphin Players’ latest play, Fiddler on the
Roof, which opens tonight at 7:30 p.m. in
the Joseph Schulte Theater.
The classic tale of tradition follows
a Russian milkman, Tevye (senior Eddie
Szewczyk), his wife Golde (John Burroughs
junior Ana Llewellyn), and their five daughters as they struggle to uphold their Jewish
traditions—especially concerning their
daughters’ love and marriages—in the face
of the impending Russian Revolution.
Parkway North junior Julie Kavanaugh
as Tzeitel, Cor Jesu junior Maria Becvar
as Hodel, and Rosati Kain senior Maggie
McVey as Chava make up the three eldest

daughters who give Tevye gray hair as they
each decide to skirt tradition and marry a man
other than the one approved by the venerable
matchmaker, Yente (Cor Jesu junior Allison
Switzer). As problems with his daughters accumulate and issues of religious persecution
reach a boiling point, Tevye begins to doubt
his faith.
“He feels like it’s all of his fault, …
(and) God is doing this to him because he
was lenient to his daughter,” Szewczyk explained. “He feels like he’s wronged God,
so God’s wronging him.”
Llewellyn describes Golde as a “stereotypical Jewish mother.” But, she added,
“Throughout the show though, (while) she
appears to take a backseat to Tevye, she kind
of drives him to do things.”
Director Joe Schulte is by no means unfamiliar with Fiddler. In addition to directing
the show once before at SLUH in the 1970s,
Schulte has also directed the show several
times at The Muny, and even saw the original
play on Broadway in 1964.

JSEA survey administered
Scott Mueller
Core Staff

S

t. Louis U. High seniors and freshmen
took the Jesuit Secondary Education
Association (JSEA) Student Profile Survey II (SPS) in theology classes during
this past week. The SPS tries to see how
Jesuit school students feel about certain
issues, first as freshman coming into a Jesuit atmosphere, and then as seniors after
they have studied in a Jesuit school for
four years.
“The JSEA is asking for and hoping for
participation from all the Jesuit high schools.
I’m not sure how many come through for
them,” theology department chair Jim Linhares said.
The survey consists of five main sections, similar to those of SLUH’s “Graduate
at Graduation” profile. The themes of the
sections are: openness to growth, intellectual
competence, religion, loving, and committment to justice.
The seniors were given a very similar
survey; however, the second question would
have read, “Did my school prepare me to

develop my talents and abilities?”
      	Linhares said, “What (the JSEA) wants
to know in that survey is at the beginning of
a student’s four years at a Jesuit high school,
what attitudes about faith, what attitudes
about religious practice, (and) what attitudes
about core values of Jesuit education do
they bring in the door, and then they want
to say when the kid is on his way out, ‘Let’s
ask those sorts of questions again, and let’s
see how perhaps their four years in a Jesuit
high school may have affected them.’ So
this instrument is designed to try to guide
them in their reflections about what Jesuit
education has accomplished or maybe some
things that it needs to do better.”
      	“We’re looking at the students’ understanding of the characteristics and mission of
Jesuit education and how they have internalized that over the four years here,” Assistant
Principal for Academics Mark Michalski
said.
According to jsea.org, the JSEA is an
organization composed of 48 Jesuit high
schools in America that “initiates programs
and provides services that enable its mem-

see JSEA, 8

Schulte explained that the play is about
the difficulty of upholding traditions. He said,
“Your generation is going to push the envelope—that’s what it’s supposed to do—and
my generation is in some ways trying to hold
that in. And the play is all about that particular
conflict as it happens in (Anatevka).”
Szewczyk agrees that the play focuses
on traditions and believes that the central
struggle in Fiddler is between tradition and
modernism. He pointed out that the play
doesn’t present a personified antagonist.
Szewczyk explained, “The antagonist is not
a person. It’s the idea, the concept, of the
changing modern world.”
Llewellyn added, “It talks about tradition, which I think is huge in today’s
society—like the traditions we hold up for
seemingly no reason and how we carry them
with us. It discusses things a lot of musicals
don’t, (specifically) the habits and the traditions we fall into and how they change and
evolve as we change and evolve.”

see FIDDLER, 8

SLUH to get award
for AP success
Christian Ronzio, Tom O’Keefe
Reporters

P

rincipal Mary Schenkenberg and history teacher Steve Aylward will travel
to Chicago, Ill. to represent St. Louis U.
High at the regional Advanced Placement
(AP) Awards Ceremony on Tuesday, Feb.
28.
The awards ceremony will conclude
the Midwestern regional forum, which annually celebrates the AP accomplishments
for thirteen Midwestern states. SLUH’s
AP program will be recognized as having
the highest overall ranking in the state of
Missouri among schools with at least 250
students in the senior class. The rankings are
determined by both the number of courses
offered and performance on the tests, which
take place every May.
This is the first time that SLUH has won
the award. But Schenkenberg said, “(I am) not
surprised (that we won), because every year
I am amazed not only by the consistently

see AP, 8
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Letters to the Editors

Moran recalls pleasures Friederich suggests community
college a viable option
of ’60s-era bookstore

To the editors:
I really liked Timo Kim’s article on the future and history of the bookstore. I wanted to add one historical detail about the bookstore. When
I was a student at SLUH in the mid ’60s, it was not Brother Thornton
but Mr. Dietzler, a terrific history teacher, who seemed to run the
bookstore. The bookstore was located in some part of the space
that’s now the language lab and it was, as Mr. Schulte indicates,
very small. I guess I bought all my books used from upper classmen because what I remember is that the bookstore sold regular
books—not just texts. You could walk in and browse the wire shelves
and Mr. Dietzler would often try to persuade you to buy a book by
telling you what the book was about and what made it fun to read.
(Imagine Raterman in charge of the bookstore.) Sometimes, Dietzler
would suddenly offer you a twenty percent discount. I don’t think
he was just shilling for sales; I think he wanted people to read. It
was a great little (and maybe brief) custom at SLUH, one probably
killed off by shoplifters and someone’s reasonable concern about
the bottom line.

To the editors:
Don’t look now, but it’s that time of year again. While the college
application process winds down for seniors, the anxiety and feeling
of powerlessness begins to build. Questions arise that you’d rather
not contemplate. Will you get accepted to your top choice? Do you
really know what you want to study in college? Will you be able
to finance your education? I know what most of you are feeling.
As a senior at SLUH, I experienced rejection from my top choice
and realized that I simply had no idea what I wanted to study in
college.
I considered all my alternatives and ultimately made a tough
decision to follow my siblings’ footsteps at community college,
and I’m glad I did. Before disregarding this option, which has been
cited as the “backdoor to the Ivy League” by academic journals,
hear me out. My brother attended community college and graduated from Cornell University. My sister also attended community
college and graduated from SLU. The unfair stereotype among high
school students and the public in general that community college is
for apathetic students is simply untrue. It is a viable alternative that

see FRIEDERICH, 4

Rich Moran

“The People’s Show” hits air waves on Thursdays
Seniors hope for tongue-in-cheek sports talk

Jim Santel
Core Staff

T

he Pulse, St. Louis U. High’s student-run radio station, debuted a new
program Friday at Activity Period. The
program, a sports talk show entitled “The
People’s Show,” is hosted by seniors Dan
Reynolds and Nick Wingbermuehle and
will air once a week.
According to Wingbermuehle, he was in
the Pulse office the week before Christmas
break talking to Pulse manager Tim Weaks
about sports when Weaks suggested that
Wingbermuehle start a radio show. Wingbermuehle agreed, and then decided to find
a partner.
“I thought it would have been better
if I added someone to complement me,”
Wingbermuehle said.
While the Pulse already has a prep sports
talk show hosted by seniors Cliff Leek and
Andrew Miller, “The People’s Show” deals
with national sports.
“We do Cardinals, we do baseball, pro
sports,” Reynolds said. “And we’ll do a little

college (sports), too.”
Wingbermuehle said that SLUH will
play a peripheral role in the program. For
instance, the show’s guest on Friday was
theology teacher Rob Garavaglia.
“We asked him questions like, ‘Could
Jesus hit a curveball?’” Wingbermuehle
said.
The show’s tone is “not serious at all,”
Reynolds and Wingbermuehle said in unison. “There’s maybe five, ten minutes of
actual in-depth sports talk. Everything else
is sports related,” but in a tongue-in-cheek
way, Reynolds elaborated.
The hosts give out several irreverent
awards during the broadcast, including the
“So Taguchi Award,” which, according to
Wingbermuehle “is for the most worthless athlete in the world of professional
sports.”
The program is modeled after “The
Morning Grind,” a morning sports-talk show
hosted by Tim McKernan, ’94, on local station KFNS. Reynolds and Wingbermuehle

both expressed a desire to have McKernan
appear as a guest on a future edition of “The
People’s Show.”
According to Reynolds and Wingbermuehle, “the people’s show” is a phrase that
is sometimes used by alumnus McKernan
on “The Morning Grind” which they have
adopted as the name of their own program.
Many students were confused by the
flyers that were put up in the hall last week
advertising the show. The flyers sport the
show’s name below a clenched fist and the
phrase “The revolution will not be televised—Listen to the radio,” leaving many
with the impression that the show was related
to communism.
“We were just trying to draw (people’s)
attention, and then you’d want to go and find
out what (the show) is about,” Wingbermuehle said.
“The People’s Show” is slated to air on
Thursdays during Activity Period. For more
information, visit the show’s website at www.
thepeoplesshow.blogspot.com.
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Speech team talks to first in area at Rosati
Michael Jonagan
Reporter

F

or those who pay more attention in life
than the average capybara, Monday
may have been worthy of note for the few
smiling faces that shone through the grim
malaise of another nascent week. Those
faces, with the exception of a few anomalies, were most likely those of SLUH’s
speech team, which won the final meet on
Sunday, besting rival Cor Jesu and other
area schools in the culminating speech
event of the year.
The meet, beginning at 1:00 p.m. at
Rosati-Kain (12:30 p.m. for the poor souls
of extemporaneous speaking) was structured
slightly differently from other meets during

the year. Firstly, there was only one round of
competition, whereas a normal meet features
two. Secondly, and more importantly, there
were three judges in each room, whereas a
speech at any previous meet would be judged
by just one person. The stakes were higher
than the wooden palisades of the walls of
early medieval forts, and each contestant’s
previous cumulative score from the season
was wiped away, leveling the podium for
everyone.
SLUH, however, rose head and shoulders above the competition from the start. The
trails of all the categories at finals contained
at least one Gettysburgaddressbill, and every
Jr. Bill had “already made a great achievement just making it to finals” according to
exuberant coach Kathryn Whitaker. Whita-

ker could not have been more proud of her
championship team, especially sophomores
Jack Dryden and Joe Wright, who started
this season as last minute fill-ins and ended
it as the first- and second-place finishers,
respectively, in storytelling.
The championship team also boasted
first-place finishes in Radio Broadcasting by
Eddie Szewczyk, in Prose by Cory Meyer,
and in Humorous/Serious Interpretation by
junior Sam King. Michael Jonagan placed
second in Extemporaneous Speaking and
was joined by junior Sam Leverenz in the
finals.
Other finalists included junior Josh
Devine in Original Oratory, Matt Walsh in
Poetry, and Mike Moramarco and Jack Cunningham in Duet.

Wellness Club Trivia Afternoon:
photo by dan everson

Members of the
second place team
rack their brains
for the answer to
a sports question.
(from the left)
Jason Esslinger,
Dan Pickering,
and Justin Rottger. See By the
Numbers, right.

By the
Numbers

$210: worth of prizes awarded to first,
second, and third place tables

132: students in attendance (about 12 girls)
$120: approximate amount of money
raised by the Wellness Club

90: approximate number of cups of soda
sold

74: final score (out of 100) of the winning

Friederich
(from 3)
that allows the student to save money, take
general education courses, and learn what
they want to study when they transfer. In
addition, the smaller class sizes provide more
one-on-one discussions with the teacher.
Community college, however, is a risk.
Success in the classroom and involvement
in extracurricular activities are imperative
if one plans on transferring to a top notch
university. Additionally, criticism from your
peers is always a possibility. I remember
the awkward feeling that arose when telling
my friends that I’d be attending community
college. Unfortunately, the expectations
accompanied with attending SLUH lead

many students to unconsciously write off
an extremely practical alternative.
I attended community college, and I’m
not embarrassed. I am now a junior at the
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
in the College of Business. I saved money,
and my career objectives are clearer than
ever before. Please don’t make the mistake
of choosing a certain college because of
undeserved pressure from others. If you’re
unsure of what you want to study in college,
didn’t get accepted to your top choice, or just
want to save money, community college may
be for you. And it’s not a bad thing.
Tyler Friederich, ’03

table, comprised of seniors Dan Finucane,
Tim Glaser, Tim Huether, Shane Lawless,
Geoff Miller, and Sam Stragand

62: average score, for 22 tables
45: final score of 22nd-place table
35-40: Wellness Club moderator Craig
Hannick’s estimate of attendance prizes
distributed

28: Papa John’s pizzas ordered
10: rounds of 10 questions each
7.4: highest average score for a category
(history)

4.5: lowest average score for a category
(music)

2: big bags of popcorn eaten
--compiled by Dan Everson
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Tony Meyer
Reporter

Sports

Baldbills place twelfth at State
Going finishes 7th in back and fly

A

fter sharing a hearty breakfast at
Chris’ Pancake House, the St. Louis
U. High swimming and diving team took
a bus to their home away from home, the
St. Peter’s Rec Plex, for the last time this
season last Friday.
        In the state swim meet, only the top
sixteen relays and swimmers in individual
events from Friday’s round of qualifying
advance to swim in the championship round
on Saturday. All divers compete in rounds
on Saturday morning to try to qualify for the
top sixteen positions.
        Head coach Fritz Long commented on
the Speedobills’ performance on Friday, “All
our relays qualified and Wes Going qualified
in the butterfly and backstroke. I was really
pleased with the way everyone swam.”
In the championship round on Saturday,
the Bodbills’ 200-yard medley relay of Going, Michael Egan, junior Jake Roeckle, and
freshman Morgan Cole finished in thirteenth

place overall with a time of 1:43.22. The 200
freestyle relay of Tony Kruse, Tony Meyer,
sophomore Tim Dale, and Cole posted a time
of 1:32.59 and also finished in thirteenth
place. The 400 freestyle relay of sophomore
David Miller, Matt Ampleman, Dale, and
Going stopped the watches at 3:25.88 and
finished in fifteenth.
In his two individual events, the 100
backstroke and 100 butterfly, Going swam
hard and placed seventh in each, earning
the majority of the Flipperbills’ points. His
butterfly time was 53.58 and his backstroke
time was 54.17.
In diving, Zack Berndsen placed eighth
with a score of 353.05. According to Long,
Berndsen’s finish was the highest diving
finish SLUH has had in recent years. Also,
thanks to freshman Mick Dell’Orco, SLUH
placed two divers in the state meet for the
first time in Long’s recollection. Dell’Orco’s
score of 303.45 earned him a thirteenth-place
finish.
Overall, the Fopococobills scored 59



points and finished respectably in twelfth
place.
Long expressed his appreciation for the
swimmers. “I was very excited about the
freshman showing with Cole, (Trent Going in backstroke), Dell’Orco, and (John)
Heafner in the 200 individual medley. Our
underclassmen show what kind of future this
team will have,” he said.
“The sophomores and juniors looked
strong and next year we hope to qualify even
more guys. The seniors swam their hearts
out and I was really proud of (Going) and
(Berndsen),” Going continued
SLUH’s Jesuit counterpart in Kansas
City, Rockhurst, won the meet with 304
points. Although Kansas City teams have
dominated Missouri swimming in recent
years, Long said that “the seniors graduating
in Kansas City combined with the freshmen
coming up in St. Louis should make the next
few years interesting.”
        Congratulations to the swimming and
diving team on a successful season.

At the buzzer: Kukocbills lose one, win
Justin Rottger
Core Staff

T

he St. Louis U. High basketball team
finished off its regular season this past
week with two important MCC games
against Jesuit rival DeSmet and longtime
conference rival Chaminade. Both games
provided fans with some emotional moments, admirable play on both offense and
defense, and thrilling finishes.
Last Friday, after a spectacular threeovertime 52-45 victory by the SLUH B-team,
students and players gathered to recognize
senior players and managers as the Jr. Bills
played host to DeSmet in their second meeting of the season.
Before the anticipated tip-off, each
senior player and the five senior managers
had their names announced as well as a few
comments about their accomplishments at
SLUH and their college plans. Each senior
met their parents at midcourt and presented
their mothers with a rose.

After the special ceremony, the Jr. Bills on each SLUH missed shot, and the Jr. Bills
sent out a starting lineup of five seniors: Mike came down with seven offensive rebounds
Bannister, Ben Favier,
in the first quarter alone.
Tim Garvey, Joe PhilThe Jr. Bills held
lips, and Nick Riganti.
the lead after the first
This was Bannister’s
quarter, 12-8, helped by
first start on varsity.
a ten foot shot nailed at
Riganti got the
the buzzer by junior Geno
large crowd fired up
McNeil.
early, fighting underIn a much slower
neath the basket, maksecond quarter, DeSmet
ing his shot attempt and
took their first lead of the
drawing a foul. Riganti
game with 5:25 remainmissed the free throw
ing, 15-14, but SLUH
attempt, but SLUH
claimed it back with 2:30
took the first lead of
left in the half. However,
Tim Garvey (21) puts up a shot in the
the game.
the Spartans went into the
fourth quarter of the DeSmet game
Assistant coach
locker room with a 19-18
Kent Kershenski talked last week about the lead at halftime.
team’s lack of offensive boards in the CBC
SLUH needed a quick start to change up
game. While the Jr. Bills managed only one the pace of the game, and the Jr. Bills took the
offensive rebound against the Cadets on Feb. lead back again after Phillips trudged through
3, they attacked the two intimidating Spartan the Spartan big men for a hard-earned
big men, Sean Kowal and John Brandenburg,
see CLOSE, 12
photo by James T. Santel
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Austermann, Gass, Mueth set to grapple at State
Dan Zdrodowski
Reporter

T

he St. Louis U. High Wranglebills
placed tenth out of thirteen teams at
the sectional meet at Hazelwood Central
in addition to sending three wrestlers to
the state tournament this past Friday night
and Saturday. Junior Andrew Mueth (119
pounds) as well as Devin Austermann
(160) and Eric Gass (189) all placed fourth
in their weight classes.
Although many wrestlers may not have
had as much success as they anticipated, most
won at least one of their matches.
Head coach Tim Curdt commented,
“It is always a really stressful tournament.”
However, the highlight of the tournament was
when Austermann pinned his longtime rival,
David Spotanski of CBC in overtime.
        The fateful clash took place in the second round of the tournament. Although it was
early in the tournament, Austermann said,
“We both knew that this (match) would decide
who would go to State. ... He had already
beat me back at (the) MICDS tournament,
and I needed to win.” The pair had previously
wrestled five times this season, and Spotanski

had won three of the contests.
the coaches and everyone else watching. He
        Both wrestlers were matched incred- did eventually pin his opponent, but only after
ibly closely. After two periods, Spotanski he was nearly finished off several times. He
was only up 5-3 with only a minute left eventually went on to win his second match
in the match. But in
by points and his fifth
the final moments of
by a pin. However, he
the match, Austermann
lost his championship
scored two crucial points
match. Consequentwith a lightning-quick
ly, he placed fourth,
takedown.
clearly surprising and
After a few moments
delighting spectators.
of intense mashing in
     Mueth later comovertime, Austermann
mented about his tourpummeled Spotanski to
nament experience, “I
the mat and pinned him
got seeded as good as
as the SLUH fans cheered
I could have hoped.
Devin Austermann grapples with his
with exhilaration.
My bracket was reChaminade opponent.
       After districts, Curdt
ally good. I used some
commented that the one match that really (moves) I had been working on the past two
stood out for him was “the Devin - Spotanski weeks over the break ... some new stuff.”
match ... that was a huge win ... he had that
Gass also commented on Mueth going
takedown and pinned the guy.” Austermann to State. “It’s good for him to go to state as
went on to win one of his two qualifying a junior. (He will) get the whole experience
matches but lost his championship round, (of going).”
to take fourth place.
         Gass also will also go to State this
Mueth is the only junior of the three coming weekend. He started the day off fine,
wrestlers that SLUH will be sending to State. pinning his first opponent easily. This was
He started the tournament by severely scaring
see STATE, 8
photo by Kyle Kloster

Hockey hacks Northwest; Shootemupbills score 2160continue playoffs tomorrow 67X for third in tourney
Matt Beezley
Reporter

T

he St. Louis U. High hockey team kicked off their playoff
run against Northwest High School in House Springs last
Friday. The Icebills entered the post-season ranked No. 9 and
were heavily favored in the matchup against Northwest.
Believe it or not, games are not won on paper. The Lions almost
proved that on Friday when they scored their first goal a minute and
a half into the game. But what happens when Northwest scores again
to improve their lead, 2-0? The cockiness exhibited by the Jr. Bills
shot away like an Al MacInnis slap shot. By the time the players
realized they had a game on their hands, the first period was over.
The Jr. Bills began to chip away at the Northwest lead little by
little and finally netted their first goal when freshman Jack Berger
buried a rebound. Berger’s goal triggered the dominant SLUH
forecheck, which quickly disintegrated the Northwest breakout, a
system in which a Lions defenseman flipped the puck out of their
zone and the forwards would race to it, trying to generate an odd
man rush. Their method of breaking out worked early in the game
because the SLUH forwards failed to keep a man high in the zone

see VANILLA, 13

Zach Brooks
Reporter

T

he St. Louis U. High rifle team crossed the Mississippi River
into Highland, Ill., home of Ski soda and the NRA sectional
3-P match. A victory provides the winner with an invite to the
National Match this year held in Texas. Coming off a disappointing loss to the Quincy Blue Devils last weekend, the Riflebills,
bolstered with a shot of confidence, knew that they could and
would beat their archrivals.
The Jr. Bills, made up of Pat Zelaya, Bryan Carlin, Joe Reinders
and junior Zach Brooks shot a decent 2160 – 67X, placing third
overall and winning second scholastic honors. Co-captains Reinders
and Carlin placed second and third on the team, respectively, with
scores of 545 – 20X and 545 – 18X.  
The junior varsity GottabeatQuincytoobills, coming off a two
week win streak over the varsity, decided that they would not allow
a simple thing like having an underclassman on their squad interfere
with their beating the varsity.
Firing a 2163 – 65X and finishing second place overall in the

see SHOOT, 8
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(from 1)
were taking the keys, saying everybody was
going to spend the night.”
Clark then related a story about a similar
party he had heard about on this past New
Year’s Eve, which a non-SLUH dad hosted.
When parents called the dad and asked
whether or not alcohol would be served at
the party, the dad responded shamelessly in
the affirmative.
After a short discussion about the legal
liabilities parents who host these parties face,
Clark decided to take a poll of students: “To
your knowledge, have you ever had a situation where parents were aware, or parents
were providing (alcohol), or parents were
taking keys, or parents were saying, ‘Spend
the night (so that you can drink)’?” to which
roughly half of the students present raised
their hands.
Junior Paul Merrill noted that parents
sometimes “don’t (do) anything to stop it,
they just turn their head away. … Parents,
some of them just tend to look away or not
care to know what’s going on, and let it go
on.”
Parent Timothy Buckley reinforced the
idea of parental education. “Obviously we
can’t change the world, but maybe in the SLU
High community, (parties with alcohol) can
be mentioned. It can be something as simple
as handouts maybe, when new parents first
show up at those orientations. … But it sounds
to me that parents need as much education
(as possible) about the ramifications of their
actions, letting that stuff go on.”
Looking for other reasons to inform the
community, parent Sandra DuVall suggested
making a policy regarding parent-hosted
parties and including it in the Parent/Student
Handbook. “Maybe a proactive way, because
the handbook is kind of like the Bible here,
is to put a caveat underneath the drug policy.
… Because (the parents) have to know the
consequences of their actions too,” she
said.
Parent Laura Finucane suggested that
with any type of parental education program
the school use a phone system to notify parents. “I think that some parents don’t read
the Prep News, and (parents aren’t) going to
check the backpacks at this point. The kids
aren’t bringing anything home to us.”
One parent recalled, “A few years back
there was a document or something that went

News
home to parents that requested their signature that said, ‘We will not serve alcohol at
parties or at our homes.’ Is that something
that could come up again? Maybe with this
information, the parents, at least from the
SLUH community, could be asked to sign off
that, ‘We will not serve alcohol or to allow
drugs to be served at our homes.’”
While Clark remembered the document,
he wasn’t sure where that specific document
came from, but considered it as a possibility
that could be resurrected in the near future.
Parent Linda Howenstein recalled a
similar way of handling the problem in Illinois: “A few schools in Illinois tried (to have
parents sign a document) and did research
that showed that unless we have the time,
energy, and resources to back it up and make
people be responsible, (it won’t work). So it
was kind of an empty thing.”
Parent Darryl Jones responded, “I think
sending the documentation home to sign it,
just like in business, it protects the school.
At least the parents, those that don’t sign,
you can say they were aware of the situation,
and as we do with our employees, when they
refuse to sign something, you can just put
on there, ‘Refused to sign.’ But it protects
the school from, I guess liability.”
Parent Dan Pelikan suggested more
extensive e-mail use in keeping parents up
to date. “I have another son at a different
school that really makes use of e-mail way
better that SLU High does. I get a message
from the principal of the school every week
about upcoming events. Everybody has email now, virtually everybody, and I would
suggest we make a better use of e-mail as a
school. … If the principal or you would be
able to e-mail weekly, little updates, ‘By the
way, did you know…?’ I think you would
get a lot more response.”
Regardless of how the school goes about
it, parent Sheila Simmons pointed out that a
set policy is key, calling for establishing set
guidelines and consequences for parties: “I
think you need to know, what are the ramifications for all of these things? We talk about
‘Don’t do this, don’t do that.’ But if it’s done,
what’s going to happen? And that needs to be
communicated. If you are suspected of having
a party where there are children present and
you’re providing them with alcohol … then
something needs to happen, and the parents
need to be made aware of it.”


Senior Dave Niese was far more concerned with drinking before dances than at
parties. “The problem seems to be almost
before the (dances). Everyone’s pre-gaming.
It seems like when we go to dances, a lot of
the class shows up intoxicated and it goes
unnoticed. And I am sometimes disappointed
when I go and they don’t do enough breathalyzing. … And the thing about pre-gaming
more than after the dances, is that people
are driving during that time. I think that if
at dances, you could crack down a little bit
harder, get more breathalyzers at dances (that
would be better). I’ve never been breathalyzed at our dances. I went to a JFK dance
two weeks ago and I was breathalyzed. I think
that (drinking) happens a lot before dances
as well, and there’s no actions taken. I think
that’s the bigger problem, in my opinion.
Because during that time people drive.”
After over an hour spent discussion parties with alcohol, Clark moved on to the next
topic, discussing the possibility of moving
all semester exams, not just senior exams,
to before Christmas. He said, “Students and
parents have come to me stating … ‘When
we have exams before Christmas, we won’t
have to worry about studying over the break.
We’ll be free. And if it’s all about the students,
why can’t we have it before the Christmas
break?’”
English teacher Patricia Coldren began
by reading a letter from Jim Murphy, a former SLUH counselor, dated Feb. 6, 2001, in
response to the minutes of the instructional
council meeting in which the change was discussed: “I hope we have enough institutional
memory to recall our experience the last time
we tried the tempting idea of underclassmen
exams before Christmas, and the reasons for
deciding not to continue with that plan.
“As a teacher of history at that time I
vividly remember that the stress level here
went through the roof as December progressed. Teachers were cramming to try to
get through the semester’s material, because
they had a shorter time, while preparing
for Christmas and exams at the same time.
Students were trying to complete papers
and long-term assignments while preparing
for exams without the cushion of Christmas
break.
“Starting the second semester on January
second had unpleasant results. Without the
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FIDDLER
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Schulte explained that this production
of Fiddler is especially true to the first show.
Schulte said, “When we paid for the royalties
of the show, we also paid for the royalties of
the choreography. So this is the choreography used in the original production in New
York.”
One would assume that this could
complicate the choreography for the dance
ensemble. However, Schulte noted, “You
always have to remember when you choreograph this show that these are people
that aren’t dancers. So therefore, it’s a little
looser than the real tight choreography that
you would find in say a 42nd Street, where
everyone’s doing the exact same step. (Here)
if someone’s slightly off, it’s perfectly acceptable because that’s the way people would
dance at a wedding.”
In addition to the choreography, Schulte
employed other aspects for this weekend’s
production to give a more professional feel.
Both the costumes and the set scenery used in
this weekend’s production are from the 2002
national Fiddler tour. Schulte sent Technical
Director Eric Elz to pick up a couple props,
when Elz discovered that the Muny had the
entire set and all of the necessary costumes.
As a result, Schulte decided to borrow everything for the production. Schulte believes
that having the set and costumes early on
allowed the cast and crew to get a few days
ahead of schedule.
Elz has been faced with the challenge of
maintaining a very extensive set. According
to Elz, without even using the entire national
set, the set is already massive. Elz said,
“It takes a lot of hands to move this much
scenery. This is the first time in a long time
that we’ve had a deck crew.”
As always, the crew works on reflecting the play’s mood through the lighting.
Elz said, “We’re trying to stay true to the
way the show shifts from things are happy
in the first half to being a little bleak (in the
second half) as they (prepare) to leave their
home.”
The sound crew will have less work this
weekend than they’ve had for past musicals
A computerized electronic soundboard that
SLUH purchased over the summer will
be making its musical debut tonight. The
sound crew, headed by Mike Guilfoy and
Jim Schaefer, has been programming the

soundboard during rehearsals.
Guilfoy explained, “We can program
scene changes.” In addition, the multiple
“sliders” which control the level, balance,
etc., all move automatically. The work
Guilfoy and Schaefer do beforehand allows
them to have less to do during the actual
show. Guilfoy said, “It makes it easier for
us in the long run. There’s less work during
the show.”
Production Stage Managers Hannah Sullivan, junior Sam Leverenz, and sophomore
Jack Dryden have worked tirelessly and are
well-versed on all of the multiple aspects for
Fiddler.
Leverenz described Fiddler as “a cool
blend of light-hearted comedy … like the
wedding, but also really serious acting …
(with) dramatic elements.”
Leverenz also enjoys having an extra
show. He added, “It feels more professional
because it goes on for a longer time. The more
shows you have, I think the better you feel
and the more you can grow in that time.”
Fiddler on the Roof runs from today
through Sunday with 7:30 p.m. nightly performances and a Sunday matinee at 2:00 p.m.
Tickets are $5 presale and $7 at the door.

SHOOT

(from 6)
match, the JV Biathlonwithoutskisbills, made
up of juniors Joel Schmidt, Anthony Sigillito,
Nate Komorowski, and sophomore standout
and highest team finisher Sam Gall, still fell
to the juggernaut Blue Devils, who fired a
2200 – 75X.    
The newest team member, freshman
Jason Nienhaus, did remarkably well in his
first match with the upperclassman. Nienhaus
shot a career high 419 – 10X. Junior Rob
Perkins also competed as an individual, firing a 519 – 12X.

JSEA
(from 6)

“The JSEA is the umbrella organization
that is trying to lead and create a forum for
high school Jesuit education in the United
States,” Linhares said.
        Linhares noted that one of the JSEA’s
practical jobs is to ensure that even with the
dropping number of Jesuits, that the core
values of a Jesuit education remain intact.
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of AP courses that we are able to offer here
and by the willingness of the students to
participate.”
Schenkenberg added that receiving the
award is a “great honor, and (she is) very
happy to go (to accept the award), but it’ s
really the individual teachers who deserve
the credit.”
Aylward will accompany Schenkenberg
on the trip, and he said, “This AP award
doesn’t only reflect on the AP teachers, but
on all of the teachers because of everything
they have done for the students since they
were freshmen in teaching them how to succeed on any test.”

STATE

(from 6)
the unstoppable Gass we had seen most of
this season, but it did not last. After losing
his second match to his Hazelwood East
opponent, Gass pinned his third opponent,
thus ensuring his progression to state. In the
championship round, he lost to his opponent
and placed fourth.
By no means is taking fourth at districts
a small feat, but Gass appeared to have a
rough tournament. Fortunately, this weekend
at State, the pouncing juggernaut of SLUH
has another chance to emerge.
        Bryan Edmundson won several of his
matches. He dominated his first match against
Chaminade and pinned his opponent in the
first period. He suffered a leg ailment in his
second match, but went on to win his third
round match.
        Jon Holden (140) also won several
of his matches. After finishing off his first
round opponent with a pin, he lost his second
round match, but won his third and fourth
by points.
        Junior Andrew Austermann (171), the
younger brother of Devin Austermann, won
his third round match by points.
         Overall, the SLUH varsity wrestling
team did well at districts. They were able
to send three wrestlers to state as well as
have most of their athletes win at least one
of their matches. The team scores as well as
their individual achievements demonstrate
the improvement of the team as a whole as
compared to the beginning of the season.
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Senior Project ’06: Laclede Groves Nursing Home
February 16, 2006

David Mitchell
Special to the Prep News

Editors’ Note: The names of the individuals in this feature have
been changed.
For my Senior Project, I worked in the Lutheran Convalescent
Home of the Laclede Groves retirement community. Over the four
weeks I spent there, I would get to know a wide variety of men and
women and form friendships with many of them. However, during
the first week, I was confronted with the slow pace of life in the
nursing home and found myself struggling to stay awake during our
activities. After a few days, I realized that I would have to take the
first step if I wanted to get to know any of the residents.
One day, I decided to sit down and talk with a white-haired old
man whom I had seen around but who had always been very quiet.
His name was Arthur, and when I asked him what he had done for
a living, he told me that he was a pastor. We began to talk, and he
told me about his college studies, his years in the ministry, and his
work for the Methodist Church in Nashville. He asked me about
my school and my plans for college. Over the next few weeks, I
would sit down and talk to Arthur whenever I saw him, and he would
always greet me with a warm smile and firm handshake.
One encounter that I remember particularly well occurred when
Arthur’s wife, Mary, came to visit him at lunch, wheeling up to the
table where Arthur and I sat. They softly spoke “Hello” to each
other and held hands between their wheelchairs while we talked.
During my first week, I also got to know a couple whose
names were Jill and Frank. Jill could not talk or do very much; she
was partially paralyzed from a stroke and spent the day napping
or watching us do our activities. Frank didn’t live in the home and
could still walk, but he came every day to be with his wife, spending
the day just sitting with her. I talked with Frank one time while Jill
napped in the chair beside him. He asked me if I had any brothers
or sisters, and then explained to me that when I’m as old as he is,
my brother may be the only person around to keep me company. He
told me how happy he was being with his wife, and that he chose
to spend all of his time with her, even if that meant being in the
nursing home.
After my first week, I moved up to the nursing home’s second
floor. Many of the residents that I got to know there were alert and
very capable mentally, though limited physically; sadly, others
declined noticeably even during my short stay there. Anna was probably the most intelligent and articulate of all of the residents I met.
I immediately became good friends with her, and she enjoyed the
conversation and company tremendously. I spent a lot of time with
her, eating lunch, discussing SLUH and colleges, or taking her to
the beauty shop. As sweet as she was, Anna sometimes showed her
frustration at having to live in the nursing home, unable to interact
with many of the residents in worse shape than her.
One of these residents was Rose. Rose was always energetic
and talkative but seemed more confused every day I saw her. At the
lunch table, she would always throw the other ladies’ conversation
into total confusion. Listening to them go around in circles about

what was going on that day, what the menu was, who was or wasn’t
feeling well, etc., I could not help but laugh when I sat with them. I
felt sad that such a lovable person like Rose had to suffer so much
from her confusion. Often she would even forget that her daughters
had come to visit her the previous day. During her bad times Rose
would cry and tell me how much she hated living in the home; she
obviously missed her old life. I always stopped to talk to Rose when
I saw her, and she told me how much she appreciated it.
On the floor 2-Center, where I spent my third week of project,
the residents were less capable than those I had worked with previously. Because they participated less in our activities, I found that
there was not as much I could do to help. One day, while watching
some of the residents play trivia, I noticed that one old lady in the
room sitting by herself kept raising her arm in the air every couple
of minutes. Nobody else seemed to notice, and I wondered what she
meant by this cryptic motion. I walked over to where this woman
sat and saw that she was very thin and frail; she watched me but did
not speak. I tried talking to her, but she only mumbled unintelligibly
and raised her arm again. I got the impression that she wanted me to
do something, but I didn’t know what. After trying to talk with her
but not understanding a word, I gave up and just shook my head at
her whenever she would raise her arm. She became more and more
upset, raising her arm again and again, and I wanted to help her, but
I didn’t know what to do except shake my head.
After a while she became so distressed that I asked one of the
chaplains to help me. The chaplain, named Gayle, explained to me
that this woman, Helen, made the gestures with her arm because
she had no other way of getting my attention. Gayle explained that
Helen, the victim of several diseases, has trouble expressing herself,
and when she gets upset she cannot speak. Gayle and I went over
to where Helen sat, still raising her arm and mumbling in distress.
Gayle answered Helen’s gestures by gently taking her hand and
softly saying, “Helen, I’m here.” After this, Helen started to calm
down, and we sat with her, holding her hand and smiling with her.
Gayle and I never found out what Helen really wanted, but we just
sat with her and kept telling her that we were there for her.
This encounter was one of the most touching experiences of my
project. I began to think about how lonely Helen must be, unable
to talk or interact with anyone around her because of her disability.
I could do nothing to cure her ailments or reverse her physical degeneration from aging. All that I had to offer her was my patience
and compassion in the form of a smile, a gentle word, and a kind
gesture. From then on, whenever I saw Helen sitting alone, I would
always take time to sit with her, take her hand, and smile, letting
her know that I cared about her. The amazing thing is that whenever
I would do so, she would look up, smile, and mumble happily in
recognition.
For my fourth and final week at Laclede Groves I worked in the
advanced Alzheimer’s victims’ unit, on the third floor of the home.
The residents there are for the most part completely unresponsive
and cannot participate in activities at all. The dim lighting, food
and trash left on the floor and tables, smell of medicine, and lack
of activity all contributed to the general atmosphere of sickness,
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Filipino.
The new class will also have geographic
diversity, with 19 students coming from Illinois and one student (a member of a military
family) hailing from Nebraska.
Continuing with the family tradition of
SLUH, 49 sons of alumni will attend as part
of the class of 2010. Sixty-six members of
the class are also brothers of SLUH alumni or
current students. Twenty-seven new students
will be joining their grandfathers in the long
blue line of Jr. Bills.
     The nine-member Admissions Committee, led by Hannick, had to deny 61 applicants
from admission. Committee member and
Principal Mary Schenkenberg said, “We
had a good applicant pool, (but there were)
some really tough decisions. We had over 60
young men that we were unable to accept,
and those are always difficult.”
     Compared to the class of 2009, there
were 31 fewer applications. Hannick noted
that the drop in applications “is just normal
fluctuation,” and that the average pool of
applications is about 350 students.
Schenkenberg did not think that Vision
2000, the continuing parking changes, or the
debate over Highway 40’s improvements
affected the pool of applications. “We didn’t
hear from anybody about that or have calls
where people were concerned about that,
(but) I think it will become an issue when
construction starts,” she said.
Schenkenberg also mentioned that area
grade school principals give phone calls
to recommend their students. “We have
conversations with the principals of all the
various schools from which students applied,

Mitchell

(from 9)
dementia, and loneliness that hangs over
the third floor. My work here consisted of
making Valentines decorations with Tom, the
activities director, to brighten up the floor’s
gloomy hallways and dining room.
Although this contribution seemed small
to me, Tom assured me that it was needed
and indeed appreciated by the residents, even
though they could not say so.
In fact, while I sat at a table one day
coloring hearts and cupids, some of the
men and women came over in wheelchairs
to watch me. I asked if they wanted to help,
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and that’s always nice because it solidifies
that partnership that we’re in with the grade
schools,” she said.   
Hannick commented on the admissions
process that “the interviewers loved the kids.
There was rarely an interview that did not
go well.”

The test scores of the incoming class are
the highest scores in the past five years.
     Schenkenberg summed up the class of
2010 by saying, “It looks like a great class.
(They are) strong, academically committed
young men who want to be at St. Louis U.
High and know what it’s all about.”

but they declined; they only wanted to watch
me add color and creativity to the terrifyingly
depressing place in which they lived.
On my last day at the nursing home,
the pastoral staff came up to the floor, and
I helped them sing hymns for the residents.
We could not tell if the residents, no longer
able to sing or read, even listened to us or
not, but we hoped that through our songs we
brought hope and meaning to their day.
By making an effort to get to know the
people I met in the nursing home, I formed
true friendships with many of the residents,

including Arthur and Anna. From individuals
like Frank and Jill I learned about the healing power of personal relationships and the
importance of shared love. I also made an
effort to reach out to those with disabilities
that separated them from those around them,
such as Rose and Helen, and to those like
the residents of the third floor who could not
return my gifts of care and attention, but still
needed them. By the end of senior project, I
realized that my experiences had given me a
wonderful gift: the knowledge that I can give
love and happiness to those around me.
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Valentines: SLUH seniors talk about relationships

February 16, 2006

Seth Clampett
Features Editor

Often when thinking about couples in love, the cliched image of
Romeo and Juliet comes to mind. As SLUH students, we read a
lot about the typical love story in English or learn about the fruits
of love in theology. We all see the stereotypical Hollywood love
films where a guy meets a girl, falls in love, screws up, and yet they
end up together in the end. We also have seen shows like The OC
that create false love stories to create drama. Seeing these images
in movies and television and reading these stories can give us an
idealistic view of love and relationships.
However, we all don’t live in Laguna Beach. We live in the
midwest and we attend an all-boys school. We don’t find the perfect
romance or get caught in love-triangles that blow up in our face.
We live in reality where sometimes it’s hard to find a relationship at
all. Though we may dream of that perfect love, three seniors, Dave
Bosch, Kyle Huhmann, and Louis Nahlik, have experienced the
truth of relationships and have gained a lot from the experience.
In some ways, it is harder for a SLUH guy to find a girlfriend
simply because we don’t go to school with girls. These three ended
up meeting their girlfriends through other friends. Huhmann met
Sarah sophomore year at a rained-out Vianney football game. Nahlik
and Jessica started dating when they met back in November of his
junior year. Bosch knew his former girlfriend from an after-school
program back in eighth grade; he and Eva have since stopped formally dating, but have remained good friends.
Bosch initially got involved in his relationship because, “when
I would talk to her, since I never really had a girlfriend before and
didn’t know what it was like, it was fun to talk to (Eva). I had fun
talking to her about everything. I  could really talk to her about
anything. I was completely open. She would never judge me about
what I thought about certain stuff, and we disagreed on a lot of stuff,
but (at the same time) we didn’t. If I’d had a bad day, I could just
call her and it would feel okay for a little while.”
Looking back, however, Bosch doesn’t think that he had the
best attitude in his relationship. Bosch said, “I cared about her, but
I was more selfish. I think I cared about myself more than I cared
about her. I more took her for granted.”
In Huhmann’s relationship, he and Sarah were friends for nine
months before they started dating. Huhmann said, “When I first
met her, I kind of liked her. I kind of was infatuated with her. I just
didn’t really act upon it so we drifted toward the friend zone. I don’t
know if that’s what I would have wanted at the time, because I was
attracted to her. That’s just how it happened. I think it was better
that way because when I did ask her out, nine months later ... we had
grown so close just being friends that we felt comfortable enough
with each other to have a loving relationship.”
All three seniors noted how hard a relationship can be. They all
related how much work and communication goes into building that
love. Huhmann really learned the value of communication. He said,
“(Sarah and I) have great communication. We always have. When
something’s bothering her, she doesn’t like to tell me right away,
but I can usually get it out of her. Whether it’s face to face or on the

phone, I can usually get it out of her. I’ll ask her what’s wrong and
she’ll say nothing, and I’m like, ‘I know when something’s wrong
and I’d really appreciate it if you’d tell me. It would help getting it
out.’ Eventually she tells me, and she does the same thing for me.
That’s really how we work things out.”
Nahlik echoed that sentiment: “An old girlfriend of mine, there’s
a little touchiness between (us),” Nahlik said. “Jessica doesn’t really like the old girlfriend and kind of says bad stuff about (her)
and it kind of bothers me a little bit. I’ve talked to her about it and
she understands. We just talk about it. We had discussed that if we
ever had problems we didn’t just want to hold it in and yell at each
other. If we talk about what we’re feeling, it will be a lot easier.”
For these seniors, being in a relationship has taught them the
value of getting to know other people intimately because of what
it teaches about others as well as what it teaches them about themselves. In Bosch’s relationship, Eva helped him see some of his
own faults and showed him how much he cared about her as well.
“She would tell me, and I didn’t even realize I was being like (this),
on the phone, ‘Why do you always have to win? You always have
to win.’ Even if it was a stupid fight, I’m so stubborn. As I got to
listen to her, I saw that it really upset her. I was being selfish and
not caring what her feelings were. I really started to be able to listen
to her and listen to her problems.”
Bosch continued, “I know how people say you don’t know what
love is when you’re young, and I kind of agree with them but I kind
of don’t. I think you find out what love is gradually. It’s not just
that you know ... you have to go through experiences and pain and
struggles to be able to know, ‘Yeah, I love that person and would
do anything for her.’ I think I do love her, but I don’t trust myself
at all. When I feel like I really love her is when we’re hanging out
together and we’re just joking and laughing,” he concluded.
For Nahlik, getting to know Jessica shows him how people
and events can really brighten your mood. Nahlik said, “When I 
do some little thing and the way her face lights up and her eyes get
big and her smile…little things like that. (Also) little things she’ll
do for me, like she gave me something for Valentine’s Day this past
weekend. It’s pretty amazing.”
For these seniors, being in a loving relationship has had a positive impact on their lives. The great and not-so-great moments have
shaped them as people and changed who they are today.
Huhmann said, “There’s been a lot of special moments and I’m
probably the happiest I’ve ever been. I was always kind of a sad
kid. I started dating this girl sophomore year, but I was only content
with her. I wasn’t really happy around her. You can turn back to my
pictures. All the pictures that I was in with my previous girlfriend I 
was never really smiling. I never really noticed that that happened,
but all the pictures with Sarah now I have this big grin on my face.
I guess that’s proof right there … when you’re taking a picture you
don’t really realize how you look until afterwards. That’s just one
thing that really struck me, how big my smile is now. I’m really a
much happier person now.”
Nahlik hopes that he has changed from having been in that
relationship, but he isn’t sure. Nahlik said, “I’d like to think (I’ve
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changed). I know I’ve realized some other stuff … like my relationship with my mom has gotten better since I’ve been with Jessica, and
I think that is partly because of her. Some of my other relationships
have gotten better because of her as well.”
Bosch knows he’s been changed by his relationship with Eva.
Bosch said, “I know I’ve changed just because I just feel like sometimes that (guys) view women in a completely different way than I 
do. I know how cool it is to have a relationship with someone, and
sometimes the way people talk about girls or treat girls, I can’t relate
to them. I don’t really care about that stuff and it’s not a really big
deal to me. From the experience that I’ve had, that’s just not me. I 
don’t want to become part of that talk.”
Even though we look to the media and classic novels for the
ideal relationship, the truth is ultimately that reality captures the true
meaning of love. Having experiences with relationships can teach
us so much more than the cheesy line, “Love means never having
to say you’re sorry.”

CLOSE
(from 5)
two points, 22-19. The Jr. Bills got it done again by the skin of their
teeth at the end of the third quarter, as a pass rolled to Favier, who
hit a long-range jumper at the buzzer to tie the game at 28.
With the score all knotted up and both teams playing good
defense, the fourth quarter was primed for a great finish. Offense
was hard to come by in the final frame; both teams had scored only
two points each when the game reached its final minute.
The Spartans went to the free throw line after a SLUH foul,
and after converting both shots, DeSmet grasped onto a 32-30 lead
for dear life.
When the clock was stopped with around 1:00 to play, the
DeSmet fan base rose to their feet, chanting, “We are DeSmet!” But
STUCO Sports Commissioner Connor Cole and the rest of the Blue
Crew would not allow their side to be outdone. Cole walked back
and forth in front of the SLUH side and excitedly encouraged the
Jr. Bills faithful to get up on their feet as well, crying out, “West!
West! West!”
It was a sight to behold; it was the SLUH/DeSmet rivalry at its
finest, and what better time for it than on Senior Night.
With the entire gym on their feet, benches included, a questionable foul was called on Garvey, almost dashing all hopes of tying
or winning the game. But the Spartan shooter missed the front end
of the one-and-one attempt, and Favier came down with the big
defensive rebound.
About six seconds remained on the game clock. It did not seem
there would be enough time. Favier passed the ball to Garvey, who
dribbled in desperation up the floor. Garvey somehow got a pass
off to Pete Cooney, who had a great look at a game-tying layup
with virtually no time remaining. The shot had more than enough
force on it, but it turned out to be too much, as the shot hit off the
backboard and back out in front of the rim. Although it was a missed
opportunity, one could not have asked for more thrilling finish.
The Jr. Bills fell to 2-5 in conference play, and 11-13 on the
season.
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Little did fans know that even after the excitement of the second
to last game of the season, the final regular season game would be
one of similar quality, as SLUH was slated to play the hottest team
in the MCC, on the road at Chaminade. The game’s start time was
changed from 7:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m., more than likely because
Valentine’s Day.
Chaminade did not seem to miss any shot early on in the game,
as the Red Devils quickly jumped out to a 7-2 lead, and cruised to a
12-point lead at the end of the first quarter, 22-10. The Red Devils
shot 58 percent in the first quarter, while four of the Jr. Bills’ ten
points came from free throws.
But this game took a course similar to other games this season.
Even though SLUH had found themselves down early in many
games, clawing their way back into those games was nothing out
of the ordinary.
The Jr. Bills began the second quarter with a 9-2 scoring run,
and the Chaminade lead was cut to five with 4:34 remaining in the
first half, 24-19.
The comeback continued after Riganti drove the baseline and
converted a reverse layup and drew a foul in the process. Riganti
missed his free throw attempt (the Jr. Bills only made 13 of 24 free
attempts in the game), but Phillips gathered in the rebound. He was
fouled later in the possession, and made one of two free throw attempts, and Chaminade’s lead was four with 2:44 left in the half,
26-22.
After a missed Chaminade shot, McNeil drove up the floor trying
to create some kind of scoring opportunity. McNeil was fouled, and
the Jr. Bills were in the bonus, so he went to the line and drained
both free throws. Chaminade’s comfortable lead had dwindled to a
Lilliputian two points, 30-28.
Offense was the story again in the third quarter, but the Jr. Bills
could not get any closer than five after three quarters of play, 46-41.
But players and fans knew this game was not over. SLUH did not
want to play St. Mary’s on Saturday as the fourth seed in the district
tournament.
The comeback began immediately. Four quick points by the
Jr. Bills cut the Red Devils’ lead to just one. A long lob pass from
McNeil to a wide open Cooney, who snuck in from the other side,
meant two points and a 46-45 deficit with 6:42 remaining in the
game.
Riganti fought for two points underneath the basket just 20
seconds later, and SLUH took the lead for the first time all game,
47-46. The points were just two of 23 on in the game for Riganti,
who made all eight shot attempts he took in the second half, and
missed only one shot all game.
Riganti took his game to a new level in this game, but he stressed
that a team effort will help them go far.
“We’ve got so many guys, especially with having eight seniors,
we have so many leaders on and off the floor, so I think everyone
plays a big role, and it’ll take a team effort to go far in districts,”
Riganti said.
The Jr. Bills built a five-point lead with 1:48 left in the game,
but it was cut to one with less than a minute to play. Then with 30
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exam break, January became interminable.
Third quarter reached epic proportions—50
class days one year. February is always a bad
time in schools; student and teacher attitudes
really suffered here. When the weather was
bad we had a huge case of cabin fever during
this time. I believe we decided as a result of
our experience that the disadvantages of this
plan greatly outweigh the advantages. How
soon we forget. If our goal is to increase the
stress level of students and faculty this plan
is sure to work. I would suggest one change
in the current plan: make it illegal and immoral for teachers to give assignments in late
December to be completed over Christmas
break.”
Senior Evelio Merino sided with Murphy’s point of view. “I think the stress factor
has a lot to do with it (in December), to the
point where, you just get so stressed out that
you’re just not going to do anything: you’re
not going to study for the exams and you’re
not going to do the papers because you’re
so overwhelmed so that you just say, ‘Either
way, I’m not going to pass something.’ So
it’s just like, why waste your time?”
Taking the same stance for a different

Vanilla
(from 6)
to prevent the flip.
Berger’s goal was the first of six unanswered goals for the Jr. Bills, giving them
their first, although scary, win of the playoffs.
“(The coaches) all knew we would end
up underestimating (Northwest),” commented assistant coach Ray Knapp.
The next day, the Puckbills played
Northwest again in the second game of the
series. The Jr. Bills weren’t going to make
the same mistake of underestimating the
Lions, and Icebills came out firing from the
first shift.
In the opening face-off, Eddie Effinger
pushed the puck forward, and his linemate
freshman Joe Cella took the puck and skated
around the Northwest defenseman as if he
were a pylon in a practice drill and scored on
the ensuing breakaway. The Jr. Bills scored
goals on their next two shifts and ended the
first period with a 6-0 lead.
The Jr. Bills continued to pour it on in the
second and third period, and the game began

News
reason, junior Pat Nolan said, “I had some
both ways experience this year. I take some
senior classes, and so those exams were before (Christmas) and what it seems to me is
that over the break, you’re feeling, ‘How’d I
do?’ And you’re feeling sort of like the first
semester is continuing. So what I like about
having them afterwards is that right after the
exams you start fresh, and you feel yourself
refreshed.”
Niese disagreed, “After taking it three
times after Christmas and one time before
Christmas, I think that it was much better
taking it before Christmas. In the three
years—freshmen, sophomore, and junior
years—teachers seemed to pile on papers
before Christmas break, with the fact of
knowing that exams were after the break.
Had they known that exams were before
the break, I would bet that they would never
have done that, and that would have cut down
on that stress level. This year, I took exams
before Christmas, and teachers did not give
me those last minute papers to write.”
Principal Mary Schenkenberg then
related previous discussions over this issue,
“We did a survey two years ago of students
and faculty on this very issue and … it was
not overwhelmingly in favor of change. A
few people on that survey wanted to change,
to turn into a one-sided shootout. The game
ended with a 13-0 win for the Jr. Bills, who
outscored Northwest 19-2 in the series.
Two days later, the Jr. Bills faced off
against Vianney in the second round of the
postseason. Although the Jr. Bills have won
two out of the three games they have played
against the Griffins this year, Vianney was
favored to win.
The Hockeybills began their work
early. One minute into the game, a Vianney
forward took a slashing penalty, and the Jr.
Bills capitalized. Thirty-three seconds into
the power play, Berger crashed the Vianney
net and one-timed the puck in on a pass from
Effinger. The CCMbills scored again eight
minutes later on a point-shot from Dave
Bosch, putting them ahead 2-0.
The two-goal lead proved all too short
for the Jr. Bills. With 1:05 remaining in the
opening period, the Griffins slid the puck
past goalie Alex Effinger, shortening the
lead to one and transferring the momentum
to Vianney.
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but it wasn’t an overwhelming response to
say ‘Yes, we want to have those exams before Christmas.’ So we didn’t act on it for a
number of reasons.”
Junior Alex Mueckl said, “This year,
my December was really hectic. I had a lot
of papers due and just like most of the other
kids I waited to the last minute to do them. I
had a tremendous amount of work where I
was only sleeping about 5 hours a night for
several weeks trying to get papers done. By
the time the last week before Christmas came,
I was thinking, if we had exams now, I would
just completely blow them off. I was just so
burnt out on everything to do with school that
I just wanted it to be over with, not having to
do any work at all. I don’t really think I would
have put forth much effort studying. I think
that having them after Christmas is better,
because it gets you more time to get out of
that hectic pace, and when you come back
for a week before exams, you’re not really
delving into new topics or anything like that.
It gives you some time to catch up, and if
you had problems with some specific subject,
you can kind of catch up with that.”
With this last comment, the clock struck
8:30 p.m., and Clark ended the discussion,
bringing the last ACSA meeting of the school
year to a close.
The second period was one of numerous
missed opportunities for both SLUH and
Vianney. With the momentum going back and
forth, the next goal would be a huge one. A
SLUH goal would mean a comfortable twogoal lead, while a Vianney goal would tie the
game and give the Griffins a good chance of
forming a comeback. Midway through the
second period, the goal came from Vianney,
deadlocking the score at two goals apiece.
SLUH didn’t want to leave the game
with a tie but rather walk away with a win
and put all the pressure on Vianney in the
second game. As SLUH turned it up a notch,
the Vianney defense began to sag, giving the
Jr. Bills the best scoring chances they had all
game. The game-winner finally came from
Effinger, who swatted the puck out of the air
into the net with five minutes left in the final
period, and SLUH held on to win 3-2.
The Jr. Bills finish off their series with
Vianney this Friday at 9:15 at Affton Ice
Rink. A win will propel the Puckbills further
into the playoffs. Be there.
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by Jim Santel

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16

Schedule R
Senior Class Liturgy
Sophomore Class Meeting
IM Bashball (Freshmen)
Rosary
Dauphin Players’ Production, 7:30pm
V WR State Tournament thru 2/18 @
Hearnes Center, Time TBA
Curly Fries, Toasted Ravioli & Baked
Ravioli

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17

No Classes
Faculty In-Service
Dauphin Players’ Production, 7:30pm

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18
Upward Bound Test, 9am

CLOSEr
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seconds left, Cooney made a nice pass to
find Riganti for the biggest two points of
the game, giving SLUH a three point lead,
56-53. Chaminade could not tie the game
in desperation. The Red Devils put up two
three-pointers that both missed, and McNeil
somehow came away with the rebound on
the second missed shot.
“(The ball) was hanging on the tip of
the rim and a lot of people jumped, but I
jumped last out of everyone. I didn’t think
I was going to get it. I don’t know how I got
it. I guess I got lucky,” McNeil said.
Thanks to that big rebound with just
seconds remaining, the Jr. Bills came away
with their first MCC road win since Dec. 20,
2002 at DeSmet.
“Surprisingly, that’s a tough place to win.
I don’t know what it is, be it the lighting, be
it whatever it is. It’s a tough place to go in
and win,” Ross said.
More importantly, SLUH secured the
third seed in the district tournament, and
will play next Wednesday evening instead
of this Saturday afternoon.
After an exciting finish to the regular
season, the Jr. Bills look ahead to districts,
which will be held at SLUH.
“It’ll be interesting. We’ll probably
end up playing Kirkwood. We’ve played
them twice already. We’re not going to be
intimidated even though we lost to them

Krackel
Calendar
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Feb. 16 - Feb. 24

Dauphin Players’ Production, 7:30pm
V BB District Tournament thru 2/25 @
SLUH, times & opponents TBA

Pro-Life
	Young Republicans
Cookies, Papa John’s

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 19

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 22

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 20

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24

Dauphin Players’ Production, 2:00 pm,
7:30pm
No Classes
Happy Presidents’ Day!
Father/Son Rec Bowl, 6:30pm @ SLUH
Schedule R
Freshman English Tutorial
IM Bashball (Fresh & Sophs)
Club Meetings @ AP:
STUCO Forum in theater

Schedule Block 1
Chicken Strips, Mac & Cheese

Schedule Block 2
NHS Faculty Appreciation Luncheon
Spaghetti w/ Meatballs & Breadsticks
Schedule R
Robotics Challenge
IM Basketball (Juniors vs. Faculty)
Junior Round Table
Fiestada, Taco Salad

SURVEY
twice. I think we know what to expect from
their team. It doesn’t change a lot. They’ll
be more of a DeSmet-type team, although
they do pressure by throwing zones at you,
but for the most part they are going to play
you man to man, and try and keep us away
from the basket,” Ross said. “The second time
we played them we did a much better job, so
hopefully we can take what we’ve learned
from playing them twice, and especially the
last two games,” he added.
Fans, you are most certainly encouraged
to come to these district games. Support is
necessary for a team to perform the best they
can, so show your basketball fanaticism by
making as much noise as possible when the
Pioneers of Kirkwood roll in next Wednesday
night. Paint yourselves blue, bring towels or
something you can wave around in distraction, and create a deafening decibel level
that no gymnasium has ever heard, to a point
where you can’t hear yourself think. Have
some fun.

OOPS!

In last week’s issue, the rifle article was
headlined, “Riflebills shoot past Quincy.”
The rifle team actually lost to Quincy. Core
Staffer Justin Rottger, filling in for Sports
Editor Andrew Schroeder while he visited
Notre Dame, mistakenly let it slip by. His
apologies are to the rifle team.

(from 2)
schools to sustain their Ignatian vision and
Jesuit mission of educational excellence in
the formation of young men and women
of competence, conscience, and compassion.”
“The JSEA is the umbrella organization
that is trying to lead and create a forum for
high school Jesuit education in the United
States,” Linhares said.
        Linhares noted that one of the JSEA’s
practical jobs is to ensure that even with the
dropping number of Jesuits, that the core
values of a Jesuit education remain intact.
After the surveys are taken and the results given back, SLUH will see its students’
results as well as statistics from other Jesuit
schools.

Funeral Announcement

Rich Bailey, S.J. died Tuesday night. In
addition to serving SLUH as President
and Principal, Bailey founded SLUH
intstitutions including Senior Project,
Cashbah, and the Alum Service Corps.
The funeral for Fr. Bailey will be held
this Saturday, February 18, at St. Francis
Xavier (College) Church at St. Louis
University. Visitation will be held from
9:30 to 11:00 a.m. with the Mass of the
Resurrection following at 11:00 a.m. Full
PN story next week.

