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Students honored at awards assembly
Scott Mueller, Jim Santel
Core Staff

S

t. Louis U. High held its annual awards
assembly last Friday. Recognizing the
achievements of individual students and
the school’s numerous clubs, the ceremony centers around eight prestigious honors
awarded only to seniors: the Ed Hawk,
Hinck-Hereford, Mac Boland, DunnMartel, Raterman, Principal’s Leadership, Archbishop May Service, and Jesuit
Secondary Education Association (JSEA)
awards. For only the fourth time in these
awards’ history, one senior received two
of these honors.
The Ed Hawk and the Hinck-Hereford
awards were both given to Scott Rice. The
Ed Hawk award, according to the plaque

hanging in the school’s central corridor, is
presented to the senior who “through his
example of working and giving was most
able to influence his class toward success
by cooperation and unity.” The oldest of
SLUH’s awards, first presented in 1946, the
Hinck-Hereford award is given to the senior
who has distinguished himself in the areas
of leadership, scholarship, and athletics.
“I was definitely surprised,” Rice said.
“It was really exciting.”
By receiving two awards, Rice follows
in the footsteps of Mark Clark, ’72, and
Kevin Folkl, ’92, who were each awarded
both the Ed Hawk and the Hinck-Hereford
honors, and Ricardo Vigil,’00, who won the
Mac Boland and the Hinck-Hereford.
Matt Ampleman won this year’s Mac
Boland award. According to the plaque

located in the school’s central corridor, the
Mac Boland award is given annually to “the
otherwise unheralded senior who…has most
influenced his fellow students toward more
united participation in the spirit which is St.
Louis U. High.”
“Everyone in (the senior) class deserves
something, and to single out ten people
doesn’t do justice to the class,” Ampleman
said, but added that receiving the award was
“an immense honor.” Ampleman was especially honored because the recipient is chosen
by the faculty. “Coming from the faculty, it
means a lot,” Ampleman said. “These are all
people whom I really respect.” Ampleman
will be one of two speakers at the graduation
dinner.
The Dunn-Martel award was first given

see AWARDS, 4

MCC Track Champs Neighborhood, school
discuss gate to alley

photo by matt hubbard

Timo Kim
Editor

S

Above, Dom Calacci, former history teacher and St. Louis U. High head track coach
from 1957-1992, speaks at the opening ceremony of the Metro Catholic Conference
Meet last night. The meet was the first hosted by SLUH in the new stadium. In the
christening, the Jr. Bills sparkled with wins at the freshman, junior varsity, and
varsity levels.
The varsity Hurdlebills beat out DeSmet for first by a 27.5 point margin (115.588). Junior Niko Mafuli won the shot put, Eric Hunt took first in both the 110 and
300 hurdles events, and Ben Murphy-Baum won the 3200. Paul Chaney sprinted
to a first-place finish in the 100, but came up lame with a strained hamstring. After
originally injuring his leg at the Clayton Invite, Chaney reinjured it last night but
hopes to be ready to go for the District Meet next Saturday.
The 4x200 and 4x400 teams raced to first-place finishes to round out the conference championship title.

t. Louis U. High President David Laughlin sent letters to residents on the west side of Lawn Place last week, seeking their
approval of a proposal to build an electronic gate across the entrance to the alley behind the school from Oakland Avenue. Garages belonging to the residents of the west side of Lawn Place
are located in this alley.
As the most exposed part of the St. Louis U. High campus,
the alley has long been considered a security issue for the school;
the idea of a gate has existed for over a year but has been delayed
by concerns from both residents of the Kings-Oak neighborhood,
which includes Lawn Place, and the local alderman. The idea has
received increased attention after the recent carjacking at gunpoint
of two SLUH Jesuit priests in the alley last week.
The letter contained an introduction citing the school’s concerns
and purpose for building the gate and an official gate agreement that
the school has drafted. The gate would be electronically operated
and controllers would be made available to all residents on the west
side of Lawn.
Laughlin said, “I hope we are on the cusp of agreement. … It’s

see ALLEY GATE, 13
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Stewart youngest to win Nine students
Faculty Appreciation Award to perform at


Brian Krebs
Editor

his alma mater for the 2004-05 school year
to teach four sections of sophomore theolheology teacher, assistant pastoral ogy.
Director, and racquetball coach Matt
In addition to teaching, Stewart has
Stewart became the youngest faculty worked as the Assistant Pastoral Director for
member—at 25 years old—to receive the the past two years, working behind the scenes
Faculty Appreciation Award. The senior during both all-school and class Masses.
class has presented the award annually for Stewart also worked on all three of the Class
the past 22 years to a distinguished faculty of 2006’s Kairos Retreats. Stewart has made
member who exhibits “exfriends of all grades in
cellence in the classroom
helping Joseph Koestner
as well as contributions
with the racquetball team
outside the classroom,” acfor the past three years.
cording to the plaque hung
He also assisted in the
outside the main office.
Dauphin Players musi“It’s a humbling honcal Fiddler on the Roof,
or,” Stewart said. “I was
helping with the musical
definitely surprised.” Many
aspects of the show.
students had told Stewart in
Based on the
the hallways they’d voted Tom Cummings, S.J., congratulates theol- small mob of students—
ogy teacher Matt Stewart last Friday.
for him, but he didn’t get
mainly seniors—in Stewhis hopes up.
art’s office on Tuesday during Activity
Stewart, ’98, proceeded to St. Louis Period, it’s no surprise Stewart won this
University from St. Louis U. High and year’s Faculty Appreciation Award.
graduated in 2002. He spent his next year at
“He’s almost not like a teacher, because
Rockhurst High School in Kansas City, Mo., you can talk to him about anything,” said
participating in the Alumni Service Corps senior Jon Bruntrager.
see STEWART, 12
(ASC) program. From there, he returned to
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ACES
Dallas
Tony Meyer
Reporter

M

members travel to
for JSEA retreat

any people around SLUH have passionate feelings towards diversity,
but what steps are being taken to help
SLUH become as diverse as possible?
Last weekend, two SLUH teachers and
two students attended a Jesuit Secondary
Education Association retreat regarding
diversity at the Montserrat Retreat Center
and the Jesuit College Preparatory School
of Dallas.
Director of Diversity Robert Evans,
English teacher Patricia Coldren, junior Paul
Robbins, and freshman David Jones attended
the retreat.
“All the Jesuit high schools were invited
to the retreat. About fifteen sent students.

There were several co-ed schools, and Regis,
the only all girls Jesuit high school, attended,”
said Coldren.
“The purpose of the retreat was to build
relationships with people concerned with
diversity,” said Evans.
Coldren added, “It was a forum for
students to express concerns about race,
gender, class, and sexual identity.”
Both Evans and Coldren expressed
concerns with a lack of diversity at SLUH.
“In my opinion we are farther behind many
schools,” said Coldren upon returning to
SLUH from the retreat.
Evans added, “Part of the reason for the
lack of diversity is the geographic nature
of St. Louis. Many schools are inter-faith
(meaning they look for students of religions

see ACES, 13

Muny in summer
Pete Mackowiak, Kevin Casey
Reporters

T

wo of St. Louis’ oldest traditions will
come together this summer, as nine
students from St. Louis U. High, the area’s
oldest high school, will take the stage at
America’s largest and oldest outdoor theater, The Muny. Freshmen Jack Erbs, Andy
Frank, and Jackson Ramsey, sophomores
Sam King and Patrick Probst, juniors Jon
Kwock, Ben Pecher, and Dan Pecher, and
senior Eddie Szewczyk will be performing in three different productions.
King, Kwock, and Szewczyk will appear
in Aida, a story about a love triangle involving the daughter of an Egyptian pharaoh, a
Nubian princess, and the would-be leader of
ancient Egypt. Oliver!, the famous tale of an
orphan living in the back streets of Victorian
London, will feature Erbs, Frank, Probst,
and Ramsey. Ben and Dan Pecher will star
in the last show of the Muny season, Seven
Brides for Seven Brothers, a play about seven
brothers, their seven wives, and their life in
the backcountry.
This is the first year for King, Kwock,
and Ramsey to be part of a Muny production.
As Ramsey said, “It’s a real thrill to
be part of something this big and this huge.
It will be cool performing for that many
people.” And many people there will be in
attendance, as the outdoor theater can seat
about 11,000.
The Muny participants first had to go
through an auditioning process, which was
held here at SLUH’s Joseph Schulte Theater
in early March. The potential stars arrived
in the morning and received a number and
auditioning time. They proceeded to the
dance studio to learn a number and practice
their singing. When it was their turn to audition, they performed their dance, along with
eight measures of singing before a panel of
judges.
“A few days later, we were called and
asked to be part of a certain production,”
Frank said.

see MUNY, 13
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Letters to the Editor

Milner, ’07, plans to post Cole, ’06, announces
Amnesty urgent actions May 9 forum schedule
To the SLUH community,
In an effort to increase awareness about pressing human rights issues, Amnesty International will be regularly posting urgent actions
in the Prep News Announcements section. Urgent actions are “an
effective and rapid response to urgent situations involving prisoners
of conscience, detainees, and other threatened individuals.” Begun
and first successful in 1973, AI’s urgent actions have since played a
role in freeing numerous wrongly imprisoned individuals throughout
the world. Tens of thousands of participants in the Urgent Action
Network regularly respond to these crises by sending letters, emails,
and faxes to “government officials who are in a position to ensure
the safety and fair treatment of those whom AI seeks to protect.” We
ask that you take the time to read these urgent actions and consider
playing this small role to promote human rights worldwide. For
more information on the Urgent Action Network, visit http://www.
amnestyusa.org/urgent. Any other questions may be directed to Mr.
Garavaglia in the Theology Office or any member of AI.

To the editors:
STUCO will be having its final forum of the year on Tuesday, May
9. We will be addressing any questions or concerns about the new
STUCO structure and how it affects students. Also on the agenda
for the forum is the topic of drinking at SLUH social events, games,
and dances. There will be time at the end for any other questions
about anything relating to SLUH, especially those dealing with the
relationship between the administration and the students. We ask
teachers to keep Tuesday’s Activity Period open, and encourage
all to attend.
Connor Cole
STUCO
The Basebills were defeated by Chaminade for the second
time this season last night, 4-3 in eight innings. The Jr. Bills
jumped out to a 2-0 in the first inning and led 3-1 after two innings. Chaminade tied the game in the fifth and won the game
in the bottom of the eighth after a base hit to center field. The
Jr. Bills fell to 1-5 in the MCC and 13-9 overall.

Sisyphus to be released May 8 Latin students
win awards in
Columbia
A
Joe Milner, ’07

The editors met on the Sunday after
Spring Fling to create the look of the magazine. The hard work and brilliance of layout
s the end of the school year approach- editor Tim Huether allowed for a smooth
es and the seasons change, the staff layout process that resulted in a cohesive
of Sisyphus presents the 64-page Spring blend of the art and literature in the magazine.
’06 issue of St. Louis U. High School’s In all, the staff spent dozens of man-hours
literary magazine.
to select, edit, and lay
Over 150 literary
out the final magazine.
works were submitted,
“I’m really going to miss
and the literary staff spent
the senior staff,” said
a week looking over and
Moran.
discussing them with coSeveral notable
moderators Rich Moran
works of fiction, as menand Frank Kovarik to
tioned by Moran and
form the issue. In addiother editors, are “Stuck
The cover of the Spring ’06 issue.
tion to the plentiful writin Fast-Forward,” by
ing received, students submitted an unusually senior Shane Lawless, “Late,” by sophobountiful amount of wonderful artwork, so more Jim Santel, “Fear,” by senior Timlin
much so that many deserving pieces have Glaser, and “Checkmate,” by sophomore
been saved for future issues. The generally Noah Mitchell. The art pieces are also quite
high quality of the artwork (and interesting good, and editors specifically mentioned the
variety) allowed the art and writing of similar photography of senior Louis Nahlik and
tone to pair together and give the issue flow freshman Kevin Casey.
and common theme. Senior David Rhoads
Sisyphus Spring ’06 will go on sale
produced the cover, which is a variation of Monday, May 8 during activity period and
the Ignatian statue outside the school, and the lunch. There will be 400 copies produced,
editors agreed it was one of the best covers and the magazine sells out quickly, so keep
Sisyphus has ever had.
your quarter on hand to buy a copy.

Ben Farley
Reporter

artwork by David Rhoads

Charlie Landis
Core Staff

T

he St. Louis U. High Latin students
again showed their prowess when
they traveled to Columbia-Hickman High
School for the State Latin competition last
Saturday. Twenty students and chaperones
Latin teachers Mary Lee McConaghy and
Mark Tychonievich, departed SLUH at
7:00 a.m. for the fun-filled day of GrecoRoman mythology, Roman history, and
Latin grammar questions.
The Certamen competition consisted
of five rounds of 15 toss-up questions, with
two bonus questions at the end of each
round. Continuing with the trend of recent
years, the varsity and sophomore teams won.
Unfortunately, the freshman team could not
complete the sweep, falling short to MICDS
on the final question of the final round.
McConaghy said, “There was some
good competition this year from MICDS
and Pembroke Hill.” She also said that other

see LINGUA LATINA, 4
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Juniors serve at Dickson Cemetery
espite the chilly weather, biting
winds, and continuous rain, 45 juniors braved the elements and journeyed
to Father Dickson Cemetery last Saturday
for the Junior Day of Service. The juniors,
accompanied by junior class moderators
Tim O’Keefe and Mary Russo, met at
SLUH at 8:15 a.m. for a prayer service
before departing for the cemetery.
Father Dickson Cemetery is one of the
first public cemeteries for African Americans
in St. Louis and holds many veterans from
as far back as the Civil War.
O’Keefe said, “It’s a historic cemetery
they’re trying to hold on to. (The cemetery)
isn’t burying people anymore, but they want
to keep it away from developers and need
help in maintaining it,” which explains the
reason the juniors worked at the cemetery.

The juniors mainly assisted with upkeep
of the grounds, including moving debris,
weeding, mulching, and uprighting tombstones, working from 9:30 to about 10:45
a.m. in the rain and cold. Americorps cut the
day short because of the inclement weather,
and the juniors returned to SLUH for lunch
and work on the junior class banner.
On ending the day early, junior Ted
Floros said, “(I was) disappointed. It felt like
(we left) a job half-finished, if even that.”
O’Keefe and Russo were impressed
by the number who attended the day of
service, as 45 of the 50 juniors who signed
up came.
“Many were even mad that they had to
leave,” added O’Keefe on the work ethic of
the attendees.
O’Keefe and Russo were also quick to
point out that this time around, no students
got poison ivy, a stark contrast to last year’s
junior day of service at Dickson Cemetery.

(from 1)
in 1988 to honor the coaching achievements
of soccer coach Edward A. Dunn and football coach Paul J. Martel. According to the
plaque across the main office, “The school
will present this award annually to the senior
who maintains the high level of scholarship
as well as the discipline and commitment of
athletic participation.”
Ben Murphy-Baum received this year’s
Dunn-Martel award. Murphy-Baum said, “I
felt great. It’s nice to (be given) recognition
for four years of athletics. It’s just great to
kind of look back on everything and look at
the stuff you’ve gotten to participate in.”
Murphy-Baum finished second overall
in the state cross-country meet, and led his
team to a fourth-place finish. This track
season Murphy-Baum hopes to help lead
the track team to a state championship.
The newest of the awards is the Raterman award. The award is in honor of
English teacher Jim Raterman and is given
“to an exemplary SLUH senior who reads
attentively, speaks from the heart, writes
with conviction, and devotes himself to
learning,” according to the award’s plaque,
which hangs next to the English department
office. Kyle Kloster is the second recipient
of the Raterman award.
“Last year, when they gave (the award)

to Paul Barker, I thought, ‘Wow, what a cool
award,’” Kloster said. Kloster added that after
receiving the award, he “felt guilty, because
I knew of other people in my class who …
were just as deserving of the award.”
The Principal’s Leadership award was
presented to Timo Kim. The award is given
to a senior who “demonstrated an ability to
combine academic excellence and exemplary
leadership roles in school and community
activities,” according to Kim’s certificate.
Kim applied for the award earlier in the year
on the recommendation of principal Mary
Schenkenberg.
Tim Malecek was announced as the winner of the Archbishop May Service Award
in February (see issue 22).
Dan Finucane won the JSEA award
this year. The JSEA is an honor given to
one student in each of the 49 Jesuit high
schools in the country. The award is given to
a well-rounded student, who is intellectually
competent, open to growth, religious, loving
and committed to doing justice. As the winner of the JSEA award, Finucane will be the
other speaker at the graduation dinner.
Finucane said of the award, “It was weird
because I wasn’t expecting to win anything,
and I told my mom that morning ‘Don’t even
come,’ and she ended up coming. I was really
surprised.”

Tim Huether
Editor in Chief
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Lingua latina

(from 3)
schools such as DeSmet and Rockhurst have
raised the level of competition in recent years,
making it more difficult for the Latinbills to
win the annual trivia challenge. Magistra,
however, emphasized that, “(SLUH) is still
the team to beat.”
Besides their impressive showing in
Columbia, the Latinbills also performed quite
well in this year’s state Latin tests. Several
students earned medals, and nine students
earned first place trophies on the tests,
which challenged students on everything
from vocabulary and grammar to history
and mythology. The freshman class swept
the History and Culture tests, recording the
top four scores in the state. The junior class
did the same for the third year grammar tests
(which are written by McConaghy herself).
This year, there were a record number of
test takers, since the traditional $5 fee was
waived.
McConaghy said of the Columbia trip,
“The day went very well. … (It) went very
smoothly.”
The Certamen teams’ strong performances, along with the State test results
and numerous medals on the National Latin
Exam add up to an impressive showing for
the Latinbills. “We have a very strong group
of Latin students this year,” McConaghy
said.

First Place State
Test Award Winners

Level I History & Culture:
Tyler Connor
Level I Derivatives:
John Heafner
Level 1 Reading Comp.:
Nathan Fox
Level II Reading Comp.:
Stephen Schumacher
Level II Mythology:
Matthew Schaeperkoetter
Level II Grammar:
Tim Gallagher
Level III Grammar: Todd Swift
Level III Mythology: Todd Swift

Sports

Golf sends Luebbert, Doherty to State

May 5, 2006

Michael Doherty
Reporter

T

he Statebills took on CBC in their final golf match of the season on Monday. For the seniors, it would be their last
high school match ever. On a windy day
at Glen Echo, the Jr. Bills played decently
but couldn’t match CBC. The low round
was a two-under 34 from CBC player Tim
Cochran, who had a really good round.
Overall, the GolfBills’ final record for the
season was 5-4-2.
      On Wednesday, the Golfbills took on nine
other teams in their district qualifying round
for State at Algonquin Golf Club. First off for
the Jr. Bills was freshman Alex Key. After
four holes, Key was three over, and then the
rain and thunder came. After a 90-minute rain
delay, Key got sick but still played out the
rest of his round. He shot a 90 and is expected
to be a team leader next year.
       Teeing off second was Evan Boff, who
played solidly all day and shot an important
87 for the team. Although he failed to qualify,
he still felt good about his round.
       Next up was junior Steve Klostermeyer,
who hit the ball straight all day and shot an

Bertucci
Justin Rottger
Core Staff

D

iamonds. Rubies. Sapphires. They
are all rare and beautiful gems that
you only get to see every once in a while.
But on Tuesday, ace Tony Bertucci showed
the fans of the St. Louis U. High baseball
team a gem that they will never forget.
After a gut-wrenching finish against
Rockwood Summit last Thursday, the Jr. Bills
were still searching for their first conference
win of the season against the Spartans of
DeSmet. Bertucci was slated for the start
even after throwing against Summit in the
previous game.
Both Bertucci and Spartan pitcher Rafaele Gatti were working extremely fast early
on, with only three baserunners between both
teams in the first three innings. Bertucci tallied three of his ten total strikeouts in those
three innings.
The Jr. Bills struck paydirt, however,
in the top of the fourth inning when slugger
Mike Beal blasted Gatti’s 2-1 pitch over the

eleven-over 82 on a very tough and very wet of the MCC schools, sent more golfers to
course. Klostermeyer will also be a leader State than each of them, and took the MCC
crown for the first time in several years.
next year.
       The final two golfers for SLUH were DeSmet came in third with a 240, followed
Mike Doherty and Alex Luebbert. Both by Chaminade with a 245.
     “Finally our team
golfers came into the
gets some respect. Usutournament very confially our team scores
dent in how they were
are laughable but today
playing. Doherty had
we finally proved ouran up-and-down round,
selves. State!” Luebbert
with a triple and a double
said after the round.
mixed in with an impor      “We would have
tant birdie on seventeen.
liked to send the whole
Luebbert’s round was
much more consistent, Steve Klostermeyer, Alex Luebbert, Evan Boff, team to Springfield, but
and Mike Doherty pose with their second place
under the new rules only
and he never threatened
District finish plaque.
the cut line until the end of his round. Both one team from each district goes. Still, I am
golfers shot a nine-over 80, qualifying for pleased with our performance and hope to
State. They are the first state qualifiers from do well at State,” said coach Greg Bantle on
his team’s performance at districts.
SLUH in five years.
      Overall, because of the wet conditions,         The state tournament will be held May
most teams struggled and several big name 15 and 16 in Springfield, Mo., at Deer Lake
players choked under the pressure. However, Golf Course. Luebbert and Doherty hope to
the rain had no effect on the SLUH golfers. make the top ten, but getting to State was their
They took second overall in the toughest original goal. Overall, the Tigerbills capped
district in the state, shooting a 239, only los- off an impressive year with a winning record
ing to Parkway South by seven strokes. Even and a second place finish at districts.
more importantly, the Golfbills defeated all
Photo courtesy of Alex luebbert

shuts

out

left field fence to give SLUH the 1-0 lead.
That single hit turned out to be the gamewinning hit, even though the Jr. Bills added
two runs later.
In the top of the fifth inning, junior Josh
Cole drew a two-out walk, and then left the
bases for courtesy runner Alex Primo. Junior
Kenny Aston then drove a double to center
field, and Primo scored all the way from first
to make it 2-0.
In the following inning, junior Mike
Quinlan led off with a bunt single, and left
the bases for Primo to run again. After a
successful sacrifice bunt by junior David
Eagleton, Beal reached on an error. Then
Nick Riganti came through with a big twoout hit through the left side to bring Primo
home and give the Jr. Bills a comfortable
3-0 lead.
It was Bertucci’s game from the first
pitch. The lanky righthander stymied Spartan
batters the entire game, giving up only two
hits and a hit batsman in seven magnificent
innings.

D - Wo r l d

Bertucci only needed 74 pitches (54 strikes)
to put away the Spartans; he reached a threeball count only twice the entire game, and
that was to the same batter.
“After losing focus in my last game, it
was really important that I bear down,” Bertucci said. “I was really using my changeup,
and I was looking for a third pitch to replace
my sinker. But the changeup came out as a
third pitch. Any ground ball to the left side
was off a changeup, and I was able to sneak
fastballs by them.”
The victory was also a morale booster,
being the first conference win of the season,
and more importantly a conference win on
the road. SLUH is now 1-4 in the MCC and
13-8 overall. The Jr. Bills will play their third
consecutive conference game on Tuesday,
and it will be their third straight away from
the stadium at SLUH.
The team is 1-2 in road games this
season. But a favorable schedule has them
playing 20 of 24 games at home, so a road
game is a rarity in 2006.

see BASEBALL, 8
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Laxbills move closer to No.2 seed V o l l e y b i l l s
Mike Eilers
(18-2) take down
Reporter
Parkway Cent.,
T
fall to CBC
halftime junior Sam Lay gave the Jr. Bills
a slim lead when he snuck a shot past the
goalie’s left shoulder.
he SLUH lacrosse team suffered a
Both teams battled in the third quarter
disappointing yet meaningless loss and the score was soon knotted up at 4. Atto Rockhurst last Thursday. Frazzled by tackman Alex Brescia came out from his
the scheduling mishaps
comfortable hiding spot
and the lack of both
below the goal line and
team captains for the
took the ball back out to
first half, SLUH came
midfield. He proceeded
out flat and gave up an
to beat the short-stick
early lead. Rockhurst
guarding him and sniped
dominated the remainthe corner of the net to
der of the game, wingive the Attackbills the
ning 17-6.
lead.
On Saturday the Alex Brescia (dark shirt) swoops past Wentzville
This goal proved
players to retrieve a loose ball.
CBC Cadets came to the
to be the decisive one
stadium for a much more important game. as CBC was shut out by the Jr. Bills’ stellar
CBC desperately needed a win to stay within defense the rest of the game. Dan Pickerplayoff contention, while SLUH wanted to ing added another goal in the fourth on a
gain more points toward a higher seed in the backdoor cut around the crease, and the Jr.
playoffs. The LAXbills took an early lead as Bills won 6-4.
Justin Langan and freshman Andrew Howe
This defeat all but eliminates CBC from
found the net to put SLUH up 2-0.
the playoffs while putting SLUH one step
However, the quick midfielders of CBC closer to a No. 2 playoff seed. Junior Dan
evened up the score midway through the Renz noted, “This was an important win.
see LAX, 8
second half on a few transition goals. Before
photo by matt hubbard

Tennisbills defeat Whitfield

SLUH won the match against Whitfield with
a final score of 5-2.
On Tuesday the Souzabills took on a
he Tennisbills traveled to Illinois competitive John Burroughs team, playing
last Friday to particihard to earn another SLUH
pate in the Belleville East
victory, 5-2. Souza came
Tournament, winning their
out with a close victory of
first and second doubles
7-5, 6-3, followed by an
matches before the tourequally intense match of
nament had to be canceled
6-4, 6-3 for Hipkiss. Varsity
because of rain.
suffered two losses from
Unfortunately, this
Howenstein and Koller,
week No. 3 seed David
Nos. 3 and 4 singles, but
Lesko was out because of
redeemed themselves with
a recurring injury in his
doubles victories at No. 1,
Sophomore Andrew Nelson smashes the
right shoulder. No. 4 singles tennis
ball versus Westminster at Dwight No. 2, and No. 3 doubles:
Kevin Howenstein stepped
Davis.
7-5, 6-4; 6-0, 6-0; and 6-4,
into Lesko’s spot, pushing No. 1 doubles 4-6, 7-5 doubles.
player A.J. Kohler into the No. 4 singles
“I have great expectations for State,”
spot. Despite Kohler’s loss to his Whitfield said head coach Dennis Dougan. Varsity
opponent, junior Abe Souza, Steve Hipkiss, now has a record of 12-1.
and Howenstein all won their matches.
The match on Wednesday versus Priory
Varsity doubles also took it to the next was cancelled because of inclement weather.
level, winning the No. 1 and 3 spots with Come support the Tennisbills tomorrow in
wins of 6-3, 6-7 and an 8-6 tiebreaker and the MCC tournament at Chaminade starting
1-6, 6-1 with a 6-2 tiebreaker, respectively. at 8 a.m.

Killian Hagen
Reporter

T

photo by matt hubbard

Sam Stragand
Reporter

T

he volleyball team beat Parkway Central in two games on Tuesday for a record of 18-2 this year after a win against
Francis Howell on Friday and a close loss
to CBC on Monday night.
Glad to escape the hour drive, the Killbills welcomed Francis Howell to SLUH on
Friday. While the players from across the
Missouri had a few tricks, the Schneierbills
quickly dispatched them in two games.
On Monday, however, the TQbills fell
to a totally reinvigorated CBC squad that
had little in common with the team the Jr.
Bills beat less than a week ago. Because it
was Senior Night, the game got started late.
Right from the start, the Boschbills knew that
they had to deal with a team on a mission,
falling behind 13-6.While multiple kills by
juniors Tyler Caldwell and Murphy Troy
brought the TQbills back to 20-22, CBC’s
momentarily superior firepower outlasted
the Jr. Bills’ comeback to lead the Cadets
to a 25-22 win.
In the second game, the more determined
Killbills stayed close throughout the game
behind serves from Brian Schneier and defense from David Bosch. After taking the
lead 20-19 with a kill from Joel Westwood,
the Killbills increased their lead until they
won the game, 25-20.
The third game, however, saw only
more bad communication and connections
from the TQbills. Down at one point 9-3,
the “See-ya”bills drew themselves up for
one last charge that got them to 19-16 with
a kill from Westwood. However, after their
timeout, the Cadets finished the game with
a series of great hits that put the Heinebills
out 25-19.
While the TQbills did not play to their
full potential, it was the determination of the
CBC seniors that gained CBC the victory
2-1.
The night of Tuesday, May 2, brought

see VBALL, 8

May 5, 2006

Sports



Track takes second at Clayton Invitational
Matt Lawder 			
Reporter

W

hen the Clayton Invitational began,
the track at Washington University
was already soaked, and rain continued to
pelt its surface. Officials had to suspend
some events to clear the track and jumping
pits of standing water. The day did not get
much better. Although the rain stopped by
about one o’clock, a chilling wind picked
up and made running conditions miserable.
Another downside of the day was that
SLUH met its first defeat at the hand of the
formidable Cahokia squad. While Cahokia
ran up its points totals early, scoring big in
jumps and throws, many of SLUH’s athletes
had trouble in the rain and wind.
The sprints started out in normal fashion
with Paul Chaney and Stephen Simmons
posting good times in the 100-meter, with
Chaney winning (10.5) and Simmons coming in second (10.68). But after the race,
Simmons’s back began to hurt him and he
pulled out of the rest of his events rather than

risk injury in the cold weather.
The sprint squad knew that they would
have to step up to fill Simmons’s spot if they
wanted a chance to stay close to Cahokia.
Unfortunately, while finishing the race,
Chaney felt a tweak in his hamstring and also
decided to pull out of the rest of his events
so he could stay healthy.
Losing their top two, the sprint squad
chose to pull out of the 4x100 relay and 4x400
relay and get their focus set on the Conference
Championships. The 4x200 relay hustled to
second place, edged out by Cahokia at the
line. Freshman Ronnie Wingo, running in his
first varsity meet, had a great race, placing
third in the 200.
Junior Niko Mafuli and Cliff Leek
earned several points in the shot put, laboring through the rain and wind to place third
(50’ 4.5”) and sixth (46’ 4”) respectively.
The distance squad procured several
good performances from the blustery, rainy
day. Just as the 4x800 began, the rain halted
for a few minutes and the wind calmed down,
allowing the team of Ben Murphy-Baum,
junior Peter Kidd, Andy Bonner, and junior

Dan Viox to cruise to an outstanding fourth
place in a time of 8:11. Viox came back barely
an hour later and ran to seventh place in the
1600 in 4:38.
With Cahokia already too far ahead to
catch, SLUH was battling East St. Louis
for second place. Eight points behind as the
meet was coming to a close, SLUH needed a
superb 3200 to gain second place. MurphyBaum took the lead early and literally ran
away with it, fighting the gale force winds
(a distance runner’s worst nightmare) the
whole race to a time of 9:37. Matt Lawder
followed Murphy-Baum across the line in
second place with a time of 9:54. The eighteen points from the 3200 racers put SLUH
in front of East St. Louis for a big second
place team award when SLUH was not at
full capacity, as Chaney and Simmons were
missing for most of the meet.
The MCC championships took place
Thursday in SLUH’s new track stadium (see
Nightbeat, p. 11). SLUH will begin its trail
towards state next weekend when they will
be running the district meet in Eureka.

Roller hockey finish- Frisbee goes 2-3 at
es 8-6 for the season Mo. State Tourney
Josh Engelbrecht
Reporter

T

he roller hockey team started enthusiastically this season,
following the success of last year’s division championship
and a No. 3 rank in the state. The returning players looked to this
year as their chance to finish what they started the year before.
Unfortunately, with the graduation of goalies John Pecher and
Joe Lombardo, the Rollerbills were left with a void in their net. The
team recruited soccer goalie Dave Steitz and junior forward Mark
Anderson. Neither goalie had ever played before, but both caught
on quickly to fill the team’s gap.
Last year’s team played very defensively, but because of the
lack of experience in goal, the Missionbills’ coaches Sal Lamartina
and Tim O’Neil decided to change the team’s strategy to be more
offensive-minded. The team this year had only five returning players, which means the current team lacks varsity experience.
The Labidabills had a rough start in the first game versus topranked Marquette. The team lost 11–1, but some of the team’s key
players showed promise.
The team bounced back and beat St. Mary’s without any of the
seniors who were attending Mom Prom that night. Sophomore Carl
Fasnacht scored four goals to push the Jr. Bills past the Dragons

see DISCO, 14

Matt Hubbard
Staff

T

he St. Louis U. High School Frisbee team played in the Missouri State Championship Tournament this past weekend in
Buder Park.
The Ultimatebills arrived at Buder Park in the rain early Saturday
morning. Their first game came against perennial rival DeSmet. In
his inspiring pre-game speech to the team, coach Eric Weiss said,
“Do you know what DeSmet means in French? Second best!” Unfortunately, the Huck’n’runbills proved to be second best, as they
took a tough loss.
Despite what was arguably their best half of the year, the Jr.
Bills went into the break down 8-3. Then the rain and wind proved
to be too much for the We’renotducksbills in the second half, as the
inspired play did not continue and the handlers had trouble breaking
the Spartans’ great cup, ending the game 15-5.
Touchdowns for the GeneKellybills came from Dan Mueller,
juniors Andrew Austermann and Brett Venker, and freshman Mark
Waterman.
After about a half an hour of sitting in cars to warm up, the
Frizzbills went up against Parkway North, who went on to win first
place in the tournament. Though the rain had let up, the wind was

see UFC, 8
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still violent. The Jr. Bills got off to a great start
with an amazing catch by Tim Huether on a
throw by Andrew Schroeder, but that was it
for the Ultimatebills, who lost an otherwise
forgettable game, 15-1.
The last pool play game for the Discbills
was against the Priory “Jeromans,” against
whom the Jr. Bills had lost 15-2 earlier in
the season. The rain picked back up as did
the wind. This time the wind and rain was
beneficial to the Jr. Bills against Priory,
whose strategy normally includes hucking
long and jumping with their 6’3” giants for
touchdowns. The wind didn’t allow this
strategy, and the two teams traded downwind
points, highlighted by a full field hammer
throw by Nick Ruemker to Huether. The
Goflyakitebills ended up winning 14-11 in
their last game for the day.
With a record of 1-2 in Pool B, the Jr.
Bills seemed to be in a decent position to
advance the next day as the third seed from
their pool. However, in an unexpected development, Marquette defeated Rockhurst in
the last game Saturday, relegating Rockhurst
to the second seed in Pool A and setting up
the much-dreaded SLUH-Rockhurst matchup.
The dreaded Rockhurst match-up proved
more brutal than expected, as the Jr. Bills
jumped out to leads of 1-0 and 2-1 before
dropping 14 straight points. The Hawklettes
clobbered the Jr. Bills mentally more than
physically en route to a 15-2 win.
The loss put SLUH into the consolation
bracket, with the top prize being fifth place in
State. The Jr. Bills faced Lindbergh in their
next game, which proved to be a tougher
match than expected. The Discbills came out
flat, dropping the first four points to a team
they expected to steamroll. Again facing a
tough upwind, SLUH traded points with
Lindbergh, going into the half down 8-5.
The Layoutbills dropped another point
right after halftime before starting their
comeback, a terrific 10-1 run thanks to five
touchdown catches from Andrew Austermann, one on a layout from Braden Piper.
Austermann also grabbed the game-clinching
point, making a terrific read on a throw by
Huether as it curved to the back-left corner
of the end zone, ending the game, 15-10.
Ruemker led the team in assists
and points, with 12 and 14, respectively.

Sports
Huether’s performance in the Jr. Bills’ two
wins led him to first in touchdowns, with
nine, and second in points, with 12. Devin and
Andrew Austermann also performed quite
well in the tourney, with seven touchdowns
each.
Delaying the fifth-place game because
of inclement weather, the Discbills will play
their friendly rivals at Priory for fifth in State
this Saturday at 3 p.m.
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The throw to the baseball article in last week’s
Prep News was not printed. The complete
article can be downloaded at the Prep News
website: http://www.sluh.org/prep_news.
cfm?mode=parent (p. 15).

had lost three of the last four games, but this
win ended that slump. Plus it’s always nice
to knock CBC out of the playoffs.”
After CBC, SLUH faced the Wentzville
Indians. Wentzville’s lacrosse program is in
its first year and they have been placed in the
Missouri West conference with SLUH. The
Indians made the trip to the SLUH stadium
on Monday for the important conference
contest. Despite the program’s relative infancy, Wentzville played well and showed
signs of promise but could not keep up with
the experience of the Jr. Bills. Junior Sean
Kelleher opened up the scoring, and SLUH
never looked back. Kelleher, Langan, and
Brescia each had three goals in a 17-2 rout
of the Indians.
Renz observed, “We were surprised by
their game. They played well for a new team
and had great sportsmanship. Everyone got
a chance to get in the game and get some
playing time.”
The win over Wentzville puts SLUH in
a very good position. A win over conference
rival Lafayette would secure a conference
championship and give the team the No. 2
seed going into the playoffs. With such a
high placement, SLUH would receive a first
round bye and not have to face Rockhurst
until the finals.
“This is the biggest game of the season.
We have been working hard, and I think we
will be ready for a win. We just need to go
out there and get the job done,” Renz concluded.
The Lafayette game will take place on
Monday at 7:30 p.m. in the stadium.

Book Donations

2006-2007
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a chance for partial redemption when the
Liberobills traveled to West County to play
Parkway Central. Without much competition
from the smaller and outmatched Central
squad, the Killbills won in two games,
25-14 and 25-15, behind three aces from
Schneier.

BASEBALL

(from 5)
The Jr. Bills also have just one more
regular season home game against one of
the area’s top teams in Vianney. It is your
last chance, fans, to see a game in the regular
season, until you will bring every ounce of
spirit you have to the team’s playoff games.
It is high school baseball at its best at St.
Louis U. High.

OOPS

Red Cloud Indian School, a fellow Jesuit high
school in Pine Ridge, has a very limited budget and
school supplies run in short supply as a result. Last
year, at SLUH English teacher Barbara Osburg’s
request, SLUH students donated the 90 copies of
Tears of a Tiger that Red Cloud needed, and this
year Osburg asks the SLUH community again to
for their generosity. This coming year Red Cloud
will use The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in
Heaven by Sherman Alexie, and Osburg is asking
for donations. The book costs about $13.00 at
most stores, but if purchased through the school
store you get a 20% discount, so Osburg asks for
cash donations. Bring cash and book donations to
Osburg’s desk in the English department.

underclassmen
stuco officers
Junior President: Matt Rice
Social Rep: Eric Lampe
Pastoral Rep: Brett DeLaria
Sophomore President: John Heafner
Social Rep: Phil Azar
Pastoral Rep: Ben Merrill
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Robert Boedeker reflects on Jesuit Service Corps
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working totally with the people, but they were like, ‘We don’t really
need anyone to do that right now. Would you accept doing something
more administrative?’ Which wasn’t at all what I wanted to do, but
“To serve, to accompany, and to defend the rights of forcibly dis- you do it because they need it. I take trips out to our project sites,
placed people.”
and I’m not with the people totally, because we have some security
A little less than a year ago, Robert Boedeker joined the Jesuit concerns, and you can’t live in some of the camps anyway. But we’re
Refugee Service and traveled to the West Coast of Africa to live under with the people as much as we can. I thought it would be a lot more
that very mission. While there, he worked in Ivory Coast, Liberia, hands-on with the beneficiaries and the people we work with.”
and Guinea as an administrator doing advocacy work, collecting
Boedeker elaborated on some of his good experiences: “Part
information, and coordinating projects. He has returned home on of my job allows me to travel a lot, so I get to see all the different
a short break and will return to Africa on Sunday to complete his projects we run. It’s given me a wider perspective on the situation.
final year. During his time back, he
Being able to tour the refugee camps
has reflected on his first year and his
in Guinea and Liberia has been eyeexperiences in the refugee camps of
opening, and I wouldn’t have been
West Africa.
able to do that if I hadn’t been in this
Boedeker was first inspired to
position. Seeing like the 200-some
join the Jesuit Refugee Service and
thousand people who are out of their
work in a third-world country by his
homes and out of their country, and
experience on Senior Project while
are in the process of returning with
at SLUH. Boedeker said, “Senior
feelings of hope and with us next to
Project here (got me interested). We
them helping them build and helpwent to Brazil. A group of us wanted
ing them return, that’s amazing. I
to go to Honduras and we didn’t get in,
don’t know how often you get to
but we still wanted to go somewhere
see a country rebuilding itself after
… so we organized a trip to Brazil.
14 years of war. I feel like it’s sort
The trip was good overall, and I had
of a moment in history.
some life-altering experiences. That
“In general, this experience has
Robert Boedeker helps at Foyer Notre Dame in the town of Man.
got me interested in this kind of work.
been really good for opening up my
I always had in mind that I wanted to go abroad and continue that perspective on the world and seeing how the U.S. fits in with other
kind of work that I saw on Senior Project. After college I applied countries in the world … what our foreign policy decisions mean
and got into the Peace Corps, but I declined their offer because I for the rest of the world … what we could do better, what we do
wanted to go with something more faith-based and less government well. Those sort of things. For example, the support we give to the
associated. While I was here (in St. Louis) working for two years U.N. is very important because countries where I’m working take
I hooked up with the Jesuit Refugee Service. They offered me op- the U.N. very seriously and receive a lot of benefits from that. So
portunities that I thought would work.”
the more that we could support the U.N. and its institutions, the
Boedeker had many different expectations going into the two- better that would help people.”
year project, many of which didn’t turn out to be true. Boedeker
The experience so far has also widened Boedeker’s perspective
said, “I expected to find a lot of people that didn’t like Americans, on poverty in general. Boedeker said, “The first time I went and saw
and I spent the first few months just apologizing to people for being the (refugee camps) was last August. It was just unbelievable. I was
American, but I realized that that wasn’t necessary. In general people shocked by how little people can live with and what conditions you
were very impressed and happy to see that I was American. I don’t can live in for years and years and years. There was a refugee camp
know why exactly. I was expecting to find poverty at the lowest in Guinea, and there we saw people who had lived for years in tents
levels, and I think I’ve seen that, but it looks different than what I and just tarp houses. If you live in a jungle where it rains all the time
thought it would look. It looks like insecurity. I’ve never thought and is hot and humid, living in a tarp tent is an awful experience
of this as being a part of poverty before. You’re in an area that’s for just a month or two months, but for three years … it’s really
controlled by rebels, and you don’t have a place, money; you’ve inhumane. Seeing these conditions and seeing some people survivgot nothing. It’s just you. Just seeing what they have to live with ing in them, it was very humbling and very shocking. The hardest
… it’s hard to imagine how they get up day after day.”
part of this whole experience is trying to absorb all this because you
In joining the Jesuit Refugee Service, Boedeker also expected come from a place where to live in a bad condition in St. Louis is
to live and work among the refugees. However, he works in an ad- to live in a bad neighborhood. You’ve still got a brick house and a
ministrative position, first doing advocacy and information gathering roof over your head and opportunity for work, but there you’ve got
and now overseeing projects in Ivory Coast. Boedeker said, “When nothing. To see people able to survive in those conditions, it makes
I went there I was like, I really want to live in a refugee camp just you realize how much we have here.”

Seth Clampett
Features Editor
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However, even though Boedeker works in an administrative
position and oversees projects, he
also has helped create a program
of his own. Boedeker, along with
a nun who joined the project from
Spain, has set up an educational
program to work on AIDS prevention in Ivory Coast. As Boedeker
described, there are AIDS clinics
in Ivory Coast, but the problem
lies in the fact that there are poor
women who cannot access the
clinics. These women tend to
support their families through
prostitution with soldiers, who
often carry AIDS. The program
he is developing doesn’t involve using contraceptives or telling the
women about the risks of AIDS, but instead tries to teach the women
about ways to support their families, skills for jobs, and also even
parenting skills.
Even though he has only worked in West Africa for less than
a year, the experience has had an impact on him already. Boedeker
described two aspects of what he has gained from working in the
refugee camps. While he has been there, Boedeker has questioned his
personal beliefs and values because of the poverty he has witnessed.
Boedeker believes that his decisions later in life will be affected as
a result of that questioning.
Boedeker said, “The more I interact with people and see the
values that I have, I have to call them into question, especially if
I learned them in a sterilized environment. What does it mean to
be white? What does it mean to be rich? What does it mean to be
educated? I take for granted that I can read and write, it’s one of the
most basic skills I have, but what does a person’s life look like if
they don’t have those skills? I value education that much more, and
I have more sympathy for people who don’t have those opportunities.”
As Boedeker prepares to return to Ivory Coast, he looks forward
to continuing his work and helping refugees. Despite doing different work than he expected, Boedeker is inspired to continue this
work because of the people he is helping. As Boedeker concluded,
“There’s a young girl in one of our projects in the north of Ivory
Coast. She’s sort of an inspiration for me. You’ve got Ivory Coast
which has this sort of civil war that started and the northern half
was taken over by rebels. All these people, this population, were left
without protection and these rebels would come in and do whatever
they wanted to the population. This girl was raped and beaten over
and over. It was just horrible. Her family abandoned her. They didn’t
want to take care of her because she was associated with the rebels.
She was found by this group of nuns we work with, and they took
her in, and when they first brought her to the school, they saw that
she was acting crazy. She was almost insane. She didn’t have a baby,
but she had physical problems. ... She couldn’t sleep at night. …
She had to go to a gynecologist a lot.
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“Here’s this 14-year-old who has to organize her by all accounts and doesn’t have any support, and she was on her way
to becoming mad. Six months
into this program, she’s getting
more attention, and she was in a
structured environment, and they
were seeing signs of progress.
“A year and a half later she’s
still with them, but she’s the
most amazing person. Everybody
around her knows how much she
glows when she talks to you. She’s
got this energy about her that’s
just unbelievable. She gave off
so much positive energy. To see
someone go from such a state of
despair and ruin to a place where
they can move on with their life, I can’t describe what that means
personally.”

“I was expecting to find
poverty at the lowest levels,
and I think I’ve seen that,
but it looks different than
what I thought it would look.
It looks like insecurity.”

SLUH tops No. 1 Vianney!

Amid a raucous crowd composed of parents and students alike, the TQbills handily defeated the number-one ranked Vianney Griffins last night in two games. As
the gym filled to near capacity for the first time this season, the Killbills came out
even with the Griffins, 11-10. However, behind the leadership of senior libero Dave
Bosch, the “See-ya”bills took a four-point lead, 17-13. Though Vianney made a run,
the Killbills won the game 25-18 with a block and kill by junior Murphy Troy.
In the second game, the Griffins entered gunning with hits from all over the
court. However, digs by Dave Bosch, junior Dan Thuet, and senior Joe Holloran
kept the Bills close, 14-16. The scores stayed the same until a kill by senior Kevin
Heine tied the game for the first time at 24-24. With a few points traded, Murphy
Troy hit a cross-court kill for the win 28-26. The win marks the first over Vianney
since the Jr. Bills won state three years ago. Sophomore Justin Cole stepped up
as the lone setter with 23 assists. Above, junior Rory Faust aims to hammer down
another kill in the second game of SLUH’s win.
—compiled by Sam Stragand
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Rottger: SLUH baseball’s first announcer
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Dan Everson
Core Staff

several people involved in the SLUH community to throw out an
honorary first pitch.
A new era of baseball began at St. Louis U. High this year with the
“I think it really started when we were up there one time duropening of the new baseball stadium as part of Vision 2000. Along ing a double-header,” Keeley said. “It was very long, and we just
with the new field came a new press box and fun ways to entertain decided … maybe we should have somebody throw out a first pitch,
the fans who come out to watch a ballgame.
almost jokingly. Then we decided to follow through on that.”
Senior Justin Rottger, with help from sophomore team manBoard of Trustees member Ted Hellman threw out the first
ager T.J. Keeley and stadium D.J. senior Andrew Guenther, has led honorary first pitch in stadium history at SLUH’s first conference
an effort to bring announcements and music to fans over the new game against Chaminade on April 11.
loudspeakers, in addition to between-inning trivia contests, occaRottger explained why he chose to ask Hellman to throw out
sional honorary first pitches, and the singing of “Take Me Out to the the first pitch: “I originally thought … ‘Let’s just get somebody like
Ballgame” in the middle of the fifth inning. Rottger also announces (President David) Laughlin.’ But I (thought), ‘I’ll hold off,’ because
line-ups, current batters, and the current score.
I wanted to get someone, and Coach kind of helped me … open up
Rottger explained the origins of his idea to become the stadium to (this), who really influenced all that’s going on out there. And
announcer: “When they built the press box, I knew I was probably Ted Hellman was really a big player in getting the soccer stadium,
going to be in there anyway with the
the track, and the baseball stadium all
Prep News, and I knew coach (Steve
built,” he continued. “He was definitely
Nicollerat) was probably going to let
an integral part, so I thought we owed it
me be in there to keep my notes and be
to him to honor him.”
able to write the articles. ... I, honestly,
On choosing Laughlin for a later game,
thinking back, don’t really know how it
Rottger said, “Against DeSmet, I wanted
actually started. It came across my mind;
to get Mr. Laughlin out there so he could
I don’t remember anybody really asking
get his feet wet with the (rivalry) and …
me to do it.”
come out and watch a baseball game.”
Rottger got the approval of assistant
Another idea of Rottger’s, between-inbaseball coach Tom Zinselmeyer and
ning trivia contests, have become a fun
Athletic Director Dick Wehner, and he
way to get the fans involved during the
Rottger announces a game versus CBC, April 26.
was soon behind the mike at SLUH home
less active moments of baseball games.
games.
“(Trivia contests were) the first thing we came up with, and
The sound quality was not perfect at first, but the quality im- that’s still a work-in-progress. It’s more fun with prizes. At first …
proved immediately once Rottger acquired proper equipment. “It we didn’t really have anything (to offer). Our first couple of prizes
was funny because, the first game we had, we had a CD player set was a half-inning in the press box with me. So they got to sit and
up off to the side with speakers. We didn’t have anything (for the watch the game from there, which, for the little guys, I guess it made
announcements), so I brought in a karaoke machine and was talk- that fun for them. I guess (older) people (thought it wasn’t) worth
ing out of it. I had that cranked up as loud as it would go, (but) the their time.”
people out in the stands were (saying), ‘We can’t hear you!’”
Since then, Rottger and Keeley have offered as prizes sunflower
Jeff Saeger, father of baseball player senior Jared Saeger, al- seeds, movie tickets, Gatorade, authentic Mike Matheny armbands,
lowed Rottger to borrow speakers and a microphone that his band and even a line-up card signed by Keeley and Rottger and a baseball
never uses. Choral Director Joe Koestner lent Rottger some speaker signed by Laughlin and Ralph Houlihan, S.J., Dick Hadel, S.J., and
stands. After that, “It was ten times louder,” Rottger commented. Michael Marchlewski, S.J. The most-desired prize so far was two
“It sounded a lot better.”
passes to the open house at the new Busch Stadium.
Keeley offered his thoughts on Rottger’s announcements: “The
“I announced that the winner … would win those two passes
third game of the season, (the coaches) sent me up (to the press box) to that stadium, and I had probably 15 people come knocking on
to do video, and I thought (the announcements were) really a neat the door trying to give me correct answers,” Rottger said.
idea. And aside from that, he has a great voice to do it. He sounds
Keeley explained that several questions come from the St. Louis
great over the P.A. system.”
Cardinals media guide, but trivia topics actually vary greatly. For
Nicollerat is also thoroughly impressed with Rottger’s work. example, Keeley and Rottger once asked for the year of Marco’s
“He does an outstanding job,” Nicollerat said. “He makes the game graduation. Against DeSmet, Rottger asked for the four goaltenders
fun. The way he does what he does, it’s almost like going to a college used by the St. Louis Blues this season.
venue or a big-league game. His voice fluctuations, his excitement
Nicollerat said that of all the extra entertainment provided at
for what he’s doing … he makes it fun. He does a wonderful job, games this year, he likes the trivia the best. “I never, obviously,
and he’s a great kid to work with.”
respond, but I can see when he throws the trivia quiz out there, even
Before conference home games this year, Rottger has enlisted
see ROTTGER, 12
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the kids on the other team … they’re kind of laughing and talking:
‘Hey, it was that guy! That was the goalie!’”
As if honorary first pitches and between-innings trivia were not
enough to keep fans adequately entertained, Rottger also came up
with the idea to have the traditional “Take Me Out to the Ballgame”
either sung or played at SLUH home games.
“It was one of those spontaneous things that we thought of,”
Rottger said, “and (FEMA-certified third-rate storm spotter) Mark
Zinn happened to be out in the crowd.” Rottger sent Keeley to ask
Zinn if he would sing the song, and Zinn agreed. “(It) could’ve
gone horribly wrong,” Rottger added, “but it didn’t. He did a great
job.”
When no one is signed up to sing, Rottger plays a recording of
the song on his iPod.
Houlihan, Marco, and Laughlin formed a trio to sing at the
second live performance, the same day Laughlin threw out the first
pitch against DeSmet.
“It was the death of art,” Houlihan joked afterward. “It was fun,
but some of the parents … told us to stick to our given vocations.
I don’t think it was a great artistic performance by any means. We
just did it for the fun of it.”
Recalling the numerous games he watched at Aviation Field
in Forest Park while covering baseball for the Prep News, Rottger
emphasized that one of the major goals of the extra entertainment he
has provided is indeed to make games more fun for fans. “Games at
Forest Park were so uneventful. You went, you sat in the bleachers,
and you watched the baseball game in a pretty nice park. But then
you can come out (to SLUH’s new stadium) and watch a game here.
… Usually, faculty and students were nowhere to be found at Forest
Park baseball games. … Now that we have a stadium on campus,
I’ve decided to take it into my own hands, with T.J.’s help, thinking of different creative ideas to make the game more enjoyable for
students—(like those) who maybe have to stay after school.”
“The speakers were just a start,” Rottger explained. “Once we
had those, we could really do whatever we wanted. … So we said,
‘Let’s have some fun.’ It’s all about making the game more interesting. … When we first started, that’s what it was all about. It was
about the fans. … You can hear the players’ names and who’s up to
bat. If you’ve got Grandma here in the stands, she can hear … her
grandson’s batting. It’s (all) a way to get fans into the game.”
Nicollerat feels Rottger has succeeded in making games more
fun. “It just makes it a really fun environment. If going to a game
is supposed to be fun, then I think that’s what (he makes it.) It’s fun
because it’s a great environment, but it’s fun because there’s these
other (things) that make it seem like a special kind of event.”
Laughlin agreed with Nicollerat: “It creates a nice atmosphere
here at the ballpark. I think it’s fun.”
Along with making games more enjoyable experiences for
fans, Rottger had his own personal motivation to take up the job of
stadium announcer. “I’d like to be behind the mike … as a career
doing not P.A., but more like play-by-play. I definitely took that into
effect, that I want to be in a press box, doing games behind some
kind of communication device.”
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Rottger said that several broadcasters he has talked with have
advised that he get as much practice with broadcasting as possible.
Rottger, who will attend the journalism school at the University
of Missouri at Columbia next year, hopes the experience will help
him get started there. “It adds to my background,” he said. “I feel
it’s an advantage to go to Mizzou saying, ‘I got to be in a press box
to broadcast SLUH baseball.’ And broadcasting and announcing,
well … they’re two different things, but in a sense, it’s just getting
a comfort level behind a mike. … Either way I know that, when I’m
comfortable behind a mike … and when I’m able to be comfortable
in the booth, I know I’ll be able to perform at a higher level.”
The job has been fun for Rottger, too. “I’m learning how fun it
can be,” he said. “It’s something I love. … I get to watch the sport
I love, along with other people who enjoy the sport. It’s just a very
fulfilling experience.”
Despite the practice P.A. announcing provides for Rottger, he
emphasized that his work is more for others than for himself. “I like
that I’m able to get out here and get my practice,” he said, “but it’s
for the (fans and the players). … It’s something for (the players) to
get to hear their names over a microphone, too.”
Nicollerat expanded on the effect the stadium announcements
and music can have on the players. “When our kids or the other kids
walk into that place to play,” he said, “everybody’s glad they’re there.
So what it does (is) it brings the level of the game up. Not only the
environment, the venue, the complex, the field, but that extra stuff is
like the finishing touches on a great opportunity, a great situation. Is
it an advantage for us? … I don’t know if it’s an advantage because
I think what he does (and) the place (as a whole) makes everybody
play at a higher level.”
“He has kind of defined the job, and he’s set the bar pretty darn
high,” Nicollerat concluded. “I don’t know who’s going to take his
place next year, but I don’t know if you can take his place.”

STEWART

(from 2)
Some seniors also believe Stewart’s youth helped him win the
award. Senior Steve Rastburger said, “It’s easy for us to connect
with him.”
“He’s rad,” chimed in sophomore Jack Dryden.
“During the play he helped broaden our friendship and broaden
my musical horizon,” said senior Jack Cunningham.
As a result of winning the Faculty Appreciation Award, Stewart
will be responsible for speaking at the Graduation dinner on May
26. In addition, Stewart will perform an as-yet-unknown duty at the
graduation ceremony on May 28.
Stewart believes that becoming involved in all aspects of SLUH
has helped him get to know a large number of the seniors. Stewart
estimates that he knows 85 to 90 percent of the senior class by
name.
“I just think it’s important for my own growth as a teacher and
as a person to be exposed to as many different kinds of people as
possible,” Stewart concluded. “It’s a pleasure to work with a lot of
the guys from (the senior class).”
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Behind the glamour of stage life, though,
is the preparation. Participants in the shows
can have practice any time between 10 a.m.
and 6 p.m. each day during rehearsals, which
run for 11 days prior to the show, and they
don’t find out their specific times to be there
until the night before. “The schedule can be
kind of brutal,” commented Erbs.
Fine Arts teacher Joseph Schulte has
worked at The Muny for 30 years, now
holding the job of Resident Stage Manager,
helping to make the out-of-town casts’ transitions run smoothly, and to call the follow-spot
cues—to direct the spotlight controllers on
where their aim needs to be.
“We have good, talented young men
spread throughout the years here at school,”
reflected Schulte on the acting potential of
SLUH students. “They were evaluated on

their singing, dancing, and personalities, and
were chosen with about 40 other men and 50
other girls to perform.” The total number of
people that were chosen were selected from
hundreds that tried out.
“You hardly ever see this many students
from one school who make it into The
Muny,” Frank said. “In fact, I’d bet that it
is a first.”
Along with being in one of the musicals,
Frank, Erbs, Probst, and Szewczyk will be
performing with The Muny Teens Touring
Troupe. This group, consisting of about
40 teens, is, according to their website, “A
performance and training ground for talented
youngsters. (The group) spotlights teenagers
with exceptional voice and dance talent, stage
presence, and a discipline that makes them
stand out among their peers.” One had to

audition to join the troupe by performing a
30-minute revue, or short theatrical production consisting of songs and dances, including
a solo, a duet, and some choreography. The
group does about 75 performances a year
for various organizations.
Szewczyk, the oldest of the nine, commented on the number of SLUH students that
made it into The Muny. “It’s fan-tas-tic,” he
replied with theatrical emphasis. Continuing
on about the time spent performing, he said,
“The bright lights and summer nights make
for a memorable experience.”
The dates for this season’s shows are as
follows: The King and I, June 19-25; Aida,
June 26-July 2; The Wizard of Oz, July 6-16;
Gypsy, July 17-23; White Christmas, July
24-30; Oliver!, July 31-August 6; and Seven
Brides for Seven Brothers, August 7-13.
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a good neighborhood, full of good people.
I would hope, given the nature of the (carjacking), … (the residents will) respond
affirmatively.”
The school first approached West Lawn
residents about constructing a gate over the
summer. Having received the approval of
several of the West Lawn residents, the school
then presented the proposal at a meeting of
the Kings-Oak neighborhood association.
Commenting on some of the concerns
of residents, Kings-Oak neighborhood
association president Elaine Torrez said,
“(The carjacking and crime) are things that
do happen. I don’t condone these things at
all, … but there are numerous things (that
cause this). I don’t know that the gate is the
answer to this. We’re all for improvements,
… (but there are) concerns about trash being
picked up: and Kingshighway is difficult to
get onto; (some residents) feel like they are
being boxed in.”
However, several residents who did not
live on West Lawn expressed concerns at that
meeting about how the gate would affect the
neighborhood; these concerns escalated into
alleged name-calling of the school by some
residents (see Issue 7, 10/7/05, pg.1). At the
time, Torrez was hospitalized after a stroke
and could not attend.
Torrez said, “There is not a lot of trust

(of the school) because things haven’t always
turned out the way the school has told us it
would. (However), I don’t know what got
the people so angry (at the meeting). I was
in shock. I couldn’t believe that happened.
… (Some) people have tunnel vision. They
are only looking at what’s good for themselves. (But) I think (the gate) situation can
be resolved and I think with a bit of nurturing
we can reach a happy medium.”
Since then, the school has worked to
gain support from residents on a one-on-one
basis. For example, SLUH invited residents
to look at the plans for the continuation of
Vision 2000 construction and to clear up any
questions or misconceptions residents may
have about the plans. Currently, the proposal
has the approval of the alderman, and several
West Lawn residents have responded positively to the proposal sent out last week.
The school is also collaborating with the
neighborhood on a number of other issues.
Earlier, the neighborhood proposed cobblestoning Lawn Place to cut down on people
speeding through the neighborhood to avoid
traffic lights. The city, however, would only
pay for half the cost, so the school offered
to pay for the other half. SLUH and the
neighborhood are also discussing a proposal
to construct decorative pillars at the entrance
of the neighborhood on Berthold west of
the Kingshighway/Lawn Place alley and a

turnaround on the west end of Wise Ave.
“Essentially, in trying to partner with
them, in a small way, we would try to fulfill
our part as a good neighbor,” Laughlin said.
“My experience in working with the neighborhood has been nothing but positive. …
It’s been a good relationship.”

ALLEY GATE
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besides Catholicism), which isn’t necessarily
one of our goals. ... I think SLUH is a diverse
place, but not racially.”
Evans noted, however, that the goal of
the retreat was not to criticize administrations
or discern what SLUH does right and wrong
considering diversity, but to build relationships to talk about diversity in a Jesuit high
school setting.
This was the first retreat; future retreats
will be held every two years.
“I was very impressed with the students
there. They were terrific kids willing to accept
one another,” remarked Coldren regarding
the over 100 students congregated at Dallas
Prep.
Jones added, “It was a very good experience and I met a lot of people.”
Look for an in-depth reflection from
Jones regarding the retreat and diversity
at SLUH in a future edition of the Prep
News.
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FRIDAY, MAY 5

Schedule H
12:15 Dismissal
Jr. Class Liturgy, 1pm (Parents invited)
AP US History Exam
AP European History Exam
Junior Ring Dance
B BB @ Granite City (DH), 4:30pm
Cookies, Burgers

Ice Shack
Calendar

JV TN Districts thru 5/13, Time & Place
TBA
JV/V VB vs. Belleville Althoff, 		
4:30/5:30pm
V LAX vs. Lafayette, 7:30pm
Bosco Sticks, Pizza

May 5 - May 12
Band Concert
C TRK Vianney Invitational @ Vianney,
4pm
JV/V VB @ DeSmet, 5/6pm
V LAX vs. DeSmet, 7:30pm
Chicken Strips, Mac & Cheese

TUESDAY, MAY 9

THURSDAY, MAY 11

Freshman Day of Service
Freshman Date Dance
C BB CBC Tournament vs. Vianney @
Cadet Park, 1pm
V TN MCC Tournament @ CBC, Time
TBA

Schedule R
AP Government & Politics Exams
STUCO Forum
Young Republicans Meeting
Freshman Fine Arts Field trip
In-Line Hockey Banquet
V BB vs. CBC @ Cadet Park, 4:15pm
B BB vs. CBC, 4:15pm
Cheese Garlic Bread, Crispito & Burrito

SUNDAY, MAY 7

WEDNESDAY, MAY 10

SATURDAY, MAY 6

Dance Concert, 4pm

MONDAY, MAY 8

Schedule R
AP Biology Exam
AP Physics Exam
Senior Class Meeting

DISCO

(from 7)
9-4.
The Tourbills then lost the following
week to the Jaguars who easily skated past
the unorganized SLUH team.
After losing two embarrassing games,
the team stepped it up against DuBourg.
Captains Clint Mohs, junior Chris Place, and
Josh Engelbrecht led by example, scoring 7
of the team’s 10 goals to hoist the Jr. Bills
over Dubourg, 10-5.
The Jr. Bills then won by forfeit over
Lindbergh and then lost a back and forth game
to an evenly-matched Hazelwood Central.
The Rollerbills bounced back to take
down Rockwood Summit. Five different
players scored, and sophomore Matt Beezley
scored a hat trick to top the Falcons, 9-3.
The Puckbills then faced No. 1 Marquette for a second time. This time, the
team fought hard, but the Mustangs were
too strong and outscored the Jr. Bills 8-4.
Although they lost, the Jr. Bills picked up
some much needed confidence.
The Inlinebills played St. Mary’s for
a second time. The Dragons looked for re-
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Schedule S
Special Schedule—All-School Liturgy
Formal Attire
AP Chemistry Exam
AP Psychology Exam
AP Environmental Exam

venge, but Place scored four goals to catapult
the Jr. Bills past St. Mary’s again, this time
7-3.
The Tourbills then faced their biggest
division rival, Vianney. Vianney had beaten
the Jr. Bills by one goal in the preseason tournament, giving them a mental edge. Their
edge was soon lost when Engelbrecht scored
back-to-back goals on the second shift of the
game. Despite the Jr. Bills’ quick lead, the
Griffins continued to attack and scored three
unanswered goals late in the game, bringing
them to just a one goal deficit. The Jr. Bills’
defense fought hard and held off the Vianney
forwards to win 8-7 in the most difficult win
of the year.
The Jr. Bills lost their next game to the
Jaguars, but devastated DuBourg once again,
11-3. Junior Scott Chesnek scored hat tricks
in both games.
The Jr. Bills played Fort Zumwalt West.
Both teams had to win to make the playoffs.
Mohs scored his first hat trick of the year to
lift the Jr. Bills over West, 8-6. The team lost
a hard-fought game to Vianney 8-6. Chesnek
picked up his third hat trick of the year.

Schedule R
Freshman English Tutorial
AP Macro-Micro Economics Exams
Chorus Concert
V BB vs. Vianney, 4:30pm
B BB @ Vianney, 4:15pm
C BB CBC Tourney @ Cadet Park, 		
5:30pm
JV/V TN vs. Clayton @ Shaw Park, 4pm
JV/V VB vs. Chaminade, 4/5pm
Seasoned Fries, Spaghetti w/ Bread Sticks

FRIDAY, MAY 12

Schedule E
2pm Dismissal
Seniors’ Last Day
Senior Prom
Rib Sandwich, Brats
The team made the playoffs this year
but lost in the first round to a high-powered
Hazelwood Central team. The season ended
with an 8-6 record, and they finished fourth
in the division.

Faculty wheels for sale

Car: 1994 Toyota Corolla DX, 130K miles, auto,
A/C, four-door. Complete maintenance records.
$2,750 or best offer. See Mr. Kovarik (kovarik@
sluh.org)
Motorcycle: 1980 Honda 400. Only 4,400 miles.
$800. Great condition. See Mr. Kornfeld. (314)
531-0330 x171

Tennis Nightbeat

Last night the Varsity Tennisbills crushed their Kirkwood
opponents with a landslide score of 7-0. Highlights
included Abe Souza’s (6-4), (6-3) win, Steve Hipkiss’
(6-3), (6-4) win, and Kevin Howenstein’s (6-2), (62) win. Junior AJ Koller defeated his opponent in a
tough match after jumping up two spots to assume the
number three Varsity spot in place of injured senior
David Lesko.
Varsity Doubles Highlights included Steve Kainz
and Andrew Nelson’s difficult but victorious match over
their Kirkwood opponent with set scores of (5-7), (7-5),
and a tiebreak win of (6-4). Following their lead was
number two team Jason Rusch with Andrew Vatterott
annihilating their opponents with set scores of (6-1),
and (6-2).

