SLUHMO recovering—Spirit Week ’05
Dan Everson
Staff

I

n an attempt to revive the new mascot
of St. Louis U. High, SLUHMO, the
SLUH Student Council (STUCO) organized Spirit Week. SLUHMO was admitted to the hospital a week ago because of
a lack of school spirit at SLUH. Through
exciting events like an eating contest, Wet
Billies, and the Apache Relay, STUCO
hoped to revive SLUH spirit—and SLUHMO himself.
Events kicked off with the eating contest
on Monday. Two representatives from each
class gorged themselves on the track in the
stadium in front of hundreds of classmates

sporting combovers. The competitors teamed
up to drink a total of one gallon of chocolate
milk and eat 20 White Castle hamburgers
apiece. (Crown Candy malts were not used
because Crown Candy does not open until
10:00—right in the middle of the contest.)
Senior Eric Gass got out to an early lead
and had most of his milk finished within
15 minutes. By 10:00, though, no one was
bringing their burgers back up just yet and
STUCO Sports Officer Connor Cole began
begging contestants to puke.
“The secret to the eating contest is
not who can eat the most. It’s really who
can throw up the most,” Cole said after the
contest.

Bookstore burgular foiled
Kevin Casey
Reporter

A

security alarm sounded throughout
the basement of St. Louis University
High School last Friday, Sept. 30 at approximately 9:45 p.m.
Someone had attempted––and almost
succeeded––break into the SLUH bookstore,
located in the pool hall. If the alarm hadn’t
gone off, he might have gotten away with
merchandise.
“I think it’s a shame that somebody
would want to break in and steal something
from school,” Director of Food Service Kathy
Hylla said about the incident on Friday night.
“I hate to think it is a SLUH student that did
that. That upsets me. But I don’t know why
it would be anybody else breaking into the
bookstore.”
What exactly the thief was going for is
unknown. For the thief himself, however,
a little more precaution would have been
needed if he were to successfully get the job
done. As Hylla stated, “We have fingerprints

on everything.” Besides that, the thief left
behind his shirt.
As of Tuesday, administrators were still
investigating if anything had been stolen and
if there were any expenses. By Wednesday,
however, it proved that nothing had been
stolen or even damaged. As a result, there
are no expenses from the incident.
The burglar initially got into the rec room
by simply walking in. On Friday nights in
the fall, the school sometimes hosts alumni
reunions, and the school leaves the doors
unlocked for alumni tours of the building.
According to Hylla and Director of Security Charlie Clark, the metal rollup screen
behind the bookstore counter was pried open.
The screen did have a lock on it, but that
didn’t stop the culprits. SLUH security has
now added another lock to the screen, along
with other safety measures. The door to get
into the pool hall and the pool hall itself,
for example, will be more secure from now
on, especially on days when there will be
night-time functions at SLUH.

see BOOKSTORE, 13

Sophomore Pat Topping was first to
oblige, and, to the pleasure of many and
the disgust of all, he picked some vomit
back out of the trash can and ate it all over
again. Fellow sophomore Adam Altmann
quickly followed Topping with his own trip
to the trash can before winning applause by
going right back to his burgers and returning to the trash seconds after that—a cycle
that continued throughout the contest. The
sophomores concluded their starring roles in
true eating contest fashion: the pair joined
in synchronized puking, drawing cheers and
sparking queasiness even in the spectators.
After the sick display, Cole revealed

see APACHE, 14

Misunderstanding
causes tension at recent
neighborhood meetings

Timo Kim
Editor

F

or over 20 years, St. Louis University High has attended and hosted
the monthly meetings of the Kings-Oak
neighborhood association. As partners in
the community, SLUH and the neighborhood have worked together during that
time to address various problems, such as
drug exchanges and vandalism in the area,
that threatened their collective well-being.
However, since the August monthly meeting, the school has decided to suspend
both its participation in and hosting of the
neighborhood association meetings.
According to Administrative Director
of Facilities Patrick Zarrick, who oversees
the properties SLUH owns in the neighborhood, the school’s decision to withdraw from
formal engagement with the neighborhood
association came about after incidents of
name-calling at several meetings.

see KINGS-OAK, 11
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Carr, ’80, to perform concert for Jesuit High students
Sam Stragand
Reporter

H

aving survived Hurricane Katrina
and its aftermath in his damaged New
Orleans home, pianist Richard Carr, ’80,
will perform a benefit concert on Saturday
night at 7 p.m. in the Joseph Schulte Theatre for 400 displaced students from Jesuit
High in New Orleans attending Strake Jesuit in Houston, Texas.
        Since graduating from SLUH, Carr
has found great success as a contemporary
pianist, composer, and label owner. Over the
past 25 years, he has released nine albums,
including three Christmas-themed albums.
While Carr’s music could be labeled
New Age, his repertoire also includes classical and contemporary pop influences. His
last two non-Christmas albums represent two
different forms of his art. His last album,
“At Heaven’s Edge,” has a very New Age
feel with its exclusively synthesized sounds,
while his earlier album “Momente Intimate”
explores a more classical side of the piano.
Carr also runs his own label, Rec’D Music.
In concert, Carr intends to not only play
a few of his original pieces, but also improvise. As Wayne Wong of Global Reflections

stated, “Richard Carr’s compositions are
timeless impressions on life in the journey
of being.”
        Carr will perform with Dave Isaacs, an
eclectic guitarist with background in country,
blues, and folk. Originally from New York,
Isaacs has recently been living in Nashville.
Isaacs has also recorded several albums, first
with the country outfit Jackalope Junction,
and then by himself with more of a jazz focus.
Above all, however, Isaacs is “a phenomenal
performer,” as Richard Carr stated, with a
great range of ability. Isaacs will perform
songs from his instrumental album and his
more eclectic jazz album. During the concert,
the two will each perform separate sets and
then will play together.
        Proceeds from the concert at SLUH will
help to fund Strake Jesuit in Houston and
their newly received 400 Jesuit High students
from the devastated New Orleans region. Carr
related the Strake experience to SLUH. “Can
you imagine SLUH overnight having 1400
hundred students?” Carr asked.
In Houston, the classrooms have become significantly fuller; a larger number
of students are taught by the same number
of teachers. Many of the students have lost
all of their possessions. As a result, Richard
Carr found a way to use his talents to help.

Geist, ’88, produces visual
effects on new “I hireIMAX
movie
somebody and then tell them everyBrian Krebs
Editor

E

veryone knows the first words spoken on the moon by astronaut Neil
Armstrong, but very few know the second
phrase uttered on the moon: “magnificent
desolation.” These words, spoken by astronaut Buzz Aldrin, share the name of an
upcoming three-dimensional IMAX movie
for which alumnus Jack Geist, ’88, served
as the film’s visual effects producer.
Geist took the film’s script and analyzed
it for the addition of special effects. Geist
is in charge of relaying information, such
as how any visual effect will be shot, how
much it will cost, and how long it will take
to create. However, Geist’s primary duty as
a visual effects manager was to hire outside
firms for the multiple visual effects.
Geist explained his position, saying,

thing’s bad until they do it right.”
         Magnificent Desolation focuses on the
six Apollo space missions that landed on the
moon in the second half of the twentieth
century. Actor Tom Hanks narrated, wrote,
and produced the film that contains about 20
minutes of recreated scenes on the moon and
20 minutes of digitally-enhanced original
NASA footage.
In addition to tweaking the resolution
of this decade-old footage, Geist also hired
John Knoll, the visual effects producer from
the three most recent Star Wars films. He
assisted the film crew in the recreation of
the landing of a lunar module.
After starting on the film in Nov. 2004,
production wrapped up last month to allow
the film to premiere at the Smithsonian Institute in Washington, D.C., on Sept. 23 in

see GEIST, 13

Financially, “they need our help” as a Jesuit
high school.
The benefit’s proceeds will then fund a
Jesuit High student at Stark Jesuit. The goal of
Carr’s entire benefit tour, of which SLUH is
only one stop,  is to raise one thousand dollars
for each student to at least get through the
semester. Donations to attend the benefit are
ten dollars; however, families are encouraged
to donate even more for the cause.
        Carr decided to put on this benefit
concert for the victims because he himself
was a victim of Hurricane Katrina and the
subsequent flooding. As a resident of the city
for the last few years, Carr decided to stay in
his house near the French Quarter during the
storm. Carr said, “The storm was the easy
part,” until his street began to flood. In his
own house, the water rose 18 inches in his
back room, ruining some of his old equipment and his van. However, he saved most
of his computers and instruments by storing
them in the apartment above his apartment
during the storm.
Carr described the ensuing days as “kind
of surreal” with no outside contact and rule
of the street. This “assault on the senses”
peaked when he observed an armed gang
walk down the middle of his street during

see COMPACT, 13

George returns
to school
Tim Huether
Editor in Chief

E

nglish teacher Bill George returned
to school on Wednesday after a short
stint in the hospital last week.
Last Thursday, Sept. 29, around 11:30
a.m., George realized he was bleeding as a
result of an ongoing medical condition, so
English teacher Steve Missey rushed him to
the hospital. It took doctors awhile to discover
the problem, but they eventually found it and
stopped the bleeding at around 5 p.m.
George remained in the hospital until
Friday night, regaining his strength before
returning home. George waited until he was
100 percent to return to school, and he felt
better by Wednesday this week. Doctors are
still unsure what caused the bleeding, but
George assured everyone that “the immediate
problem was resolved.”
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Letters to the Editors
diversity,

affirmative

To the editors:
I’ll make this short and sweet. If you would like to talk to get a further
understanding of the things I’m about to address, you can find me in
room M102 or you can email me at robert_evans@sluh.org.
It wasn’t until I sat in the main office and watched KUHI as two
students debated that I realized I made the right decision. And by
right decision, I mean that I definitely feel the need for a passionate
Director of Diversity. I miss the classroom so much that I secondguess my decision to leave my previous position every day. I feel
at times overwhelmed by Saint Louis University High School as a
novice to the social justice realm. The doubts that I am having have
led to insomnia and frequent shaking spells. When I accepted the
position to be the Director of Diversity, I knew that I had a tough
job. Due to the nature of the school (Catholic, all-male, & predominately white), diversity at SLUH by most definitions is almost an
oxymoron. But, I accepted the position because I believe my life’s
work is to affect change on a level that is larger than the classroom.
I believe that the Director of Diversity has a responsibility to be the
educator of all in the areas of mutual respect. Many people, in my
opinion, expected me to just recruit and retain minority students. It
would be a compromise of my integrity to simply recruit minority

action,
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role

students. Diversity does not take place because of different bodies.
It is important to remember that a mutual respect of all people is the
key component of diversity.
While walking through the main office on October 6th, I heard
a student in AP American Government state that affirmative action
was a racist act. I was instantly intrigued & interested in hearing
the rest of his argument. Upon completion of the debate, I realized
that I needed to clarify some things. Before I get into the debate on
affirmative action I think it is important to define diversity. Defining
diversity is really important to carefully articulating the lack thereof
at Saint Louis University High. There are many definitions of diversity. According to the University of Oregon’s Office of Diversity,
“the concept of diversity encompasses acceptance and respect. It
means understanding that each individual is unique, and recognizing
our individual differences. These can be along the dimensions of
race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, socio-economic status,
age, physical abilities, religious beliefs, political beliefs, or other
ideologies. It is the exploration of these differences in a safe, positive, and nurturing environment. It is about understanding each other
and moving beyond simple tolerance to embracing and celebrating

see EVANS, 16

Readers defend Young Republican website link

Nick Calcaterra, ’07

To the editors,
Last week, I read the Prep News in homeroom and flipped to the “Letter to the Editor” section and read something interesting.
Apparently, some people are unhappy with
the Young Republicans putting their own
website up, namely the Democratic Socialists. Mr. Homan made it seem that he was
upset over the fact the school would allow
the Young Republicans club to have a link
on the school’s site.
Obviously the Democratic Socialists are
opposed to the Young Republicans and vice
versa. So, would either one like to spread their
ideas to the fullest extent? I believe so, and
I also believe that putting a website up is a
very healthy form of competition. But here
lies the problem; is it wrong to try something
your competitors haven’t? The answer is
no. It’s called competition, and in the world
of business and politics, you are always in
constant competition or else you are in the
clutches of monopoly and dictatorship.
As far as our school “coming off Republican” that is quite wrong. Not many people
even knew that the website link existed before
you informed the masses. So I don’t see how
it was covering our entire school in a thick
red paint and throwing out the Billiken for

Joe Patke

To the editor:
In last week’s edition, Ken Homan, ’08,
expressed concern that SLUH’s Young
Republicans Club was represented on the
school’s website.
It is our policy that any officially-recognized and moderated student club may have
a club website, and that club’s website may
be listed on the “students” page of the the
school’s site. It is the duty of the club moderator to approve the content prior to posting.
We also periodically review the content of
student-created sites to be sure they are in
keeping with the mission of our school. As
long as a club is officially recognized and
has an active moderator on our faculty, they
may be listed on the school’s website.
Joe Patke
an elephant.
So my advice for you Mr. Homan, and
anyone else who also thinks the link should
be removed, is to make your own website
and have the SLUH webmasters put up a
link for it. If they refuse, all my writing has
been for naught and I will protest alongside
of you.
Nick Calcaterra ’07

Delaria, Hartzler, ’08

To the editors:
Last week a letter appeared in the Prep News
calling for the SLUH Young Republican site
link to be removed from the SLUH website.
After reading the arguments against why the
site should be removed, the club thought it
was important to inform the student body
about what the site is for and how it was
obtained. The site was formed because the
club recognized that it was a way to outreach
to our members. Our site doesn’t directly
state anything about Republicans and the
party’s values, but instead offers important
information such as when the club convenes
and event dates. On the site there are links
that can lead you to the GOP and other Republican resources, but this is certainly only
for those who would like to learn a little more
about the GOP. So therefore our site isn’t a
propaganda machine, but merely a resource
of communication.
So how did we obtain a site? Through
the work of the club we received permission
from the third floor administration to create and use the current site for the reasons
cited above. Last week’s letter called for an
area for club activates on the site. If proper
investigation was done, it would have been

see YRC, 13
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Letters to the Editors
Prep News to beat Byrd discusses
STUCO this afternoon
To the editors:

To ourselves, among others:

The Prep News has returned once again for a 70th year of service
to the St. Louis U. High community. While in the past our bashball
skills may have rightly come into question, now none can deny our
impending dominance on the field. Within our ranks, we boast two
former freshman football D-ends, three former C-wrestling team
members, a former C- and B-team basketballer, one varsity football
and two varsity soccer managers, three members of the team which
placed second in state twice in probably the most competitive high
school sport known to mankind (Ultimate Frisbee), Brian Krebs,
Timo Kim, and the starting Prep News middle linebacker, Stephen
Q. Missey. Our athletic accomplishments and capabilities speak
for themselves. Now, we will take to the gridiron of St. Louis U.
High’s Upper Field for a much-anticipated, always mean-spirited,
sometimes deadly bashball match-up against the jokers from the
first floor, STUCO.
It is time to call STUCO out on their tomfoolery and numerous government scandals. They have avoided the Prep News’ great
power and influence for too long. Recently, even STUCO members
have been found carousing in the Prep News office, a sure sign of
our growing greatness. Today, at 3 p.m., STUCO will be vanquished
for the first time in recent memory. Be there, or be like STUCO: not
cool.
Victoriously,
The disgustingly skilled staff that is Prep News 70.

Pictorial
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manhood

The journey from being a child to adulthood is a process of evolved
consciousness or awareness. A procedure of being cared for to being
caring for others, it’s an extension or expansion of consciousness
toward your true purpose and the reason you exist. It’s the vision
or the ability to see your destiny, and the will to have dominion of
your own life or the power to control yourself. Manhood transcends
age, because you can be fully grown, and yet not a man. A real man
exercises guardianship over himself, his home, his community, and
is his brothers’ keeper. When a boy puts away his toys, foolishness,
and childish things, manliness establishes itself. The day will unfold
when your spirit sees that you are the image and likeness of God.
Isaac Byrd

Spaeth, ’05, gives thanks
Dear SLUH Community,

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of you who have
donated to help aid the Hurricane Katrina relief effort. I was in New
Orleans for three days, getting ready to start my freshman year at
Loyola University, when I evacuated to Baton Rouge to stay with
a friend. While in Baton Rouge, I met people who lost everything
to the hurricane. They were staying with family, or in hotels, and
wondering what they were going to do with their lives. Some had
no idea what was left of their homes, and some did not even know
if they had a home to return to. The worst part is, they were lucky.
They at least had the means to get out of the city.
I’m sure you’ve been told over and over how privileged you
are. I know that I was told that many times while at SLUH. But I
never realized it until I experienced this tragedy. The residents of
New Orleans, as well as the other affected areas, need our help.
After reading last week’s edition of the Prep News, I am proud
to see that the SLUH community is stepping up to help. I would
like to thank the Wee Beasties and BOB for playing to support the
efforts. I would also like to thank everyone who showed up and
donated. It cannot be stressed enough that every dollar counts. You
are truly men for others.
Matthew Spaeth ‘05

Bea

To the editors:

thanks

community

Just a note to say “Thank You All” for the prayers, flowers, cards,
and visits to the hospital. That made my day. I just can’t express
how much I appreciated all your kindness. I’m feeling much better
and cannot wait to get back to the U. High.
by Dan Pickering

Thanks and love to all,
Bea Contestabile

Sports

XC takes Ladue and Midwest Jesuit Invites
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Michael Jonagan
Reporter

U

sually when someone utters the platitude “divide and conquer,” they are
referring to the division of enemies, but in
a span of 24 hours the St. Louis U. High
cross-country team divided itself and conquered both the Ladue Invitational on Friday and the Midwest Jesuit Invitational on
Saturday.
Running in cool weather and deep
mulch, the SLUH second seven proved
themselves the better of many teams’ varsities after school on Friday at Ladue Junior
High School. Winning with 86 points to
Marquette’s 126, SLUH exercised a depth
comparable to that of the aforementioned
freshly laid mulch on the course that day.
Finishing first for the team and showing
all the signs of a varsity runner was Andy
Bonner, capturing 12th place in 17:22. Con-

tinuing an upward march from early-season
obscurity was sophomore Chris Murphy, who
finished 14th with a 17:32 and is also fighting
toward a varsity spot. Always a solid racer,
and someone who went out to challenge
Bonner on a fast course was third place team
finisher David Rhoads, running a 17:41 for
18th place overall. The next SLUH finisher
was either the third sign of the apocalypse
or the third member of the trinity of SLUH
freshman runners that will lead the way into
a utopian era of peace, love, prosperity, and
SLUH dominance. Falling off the pack in the
first mile but stepping back up to be fourth
man on the team and 20th overall with a 17:42,
was none other than enigmatic freshman John
Clohissy.
Speaking like a hardened veteran after
only his first varsity experience, Clohissy
said of the race, “It felt great, the conditions
were great, and it was a fast race.” When
asked about his goals in the freshman confer-

No.3bills take down
Cape behind Simmons

ence championship this Saturday, Clohissy
responded that he wanted to “break (his) PR
and stick Kujo.”
Challenging this pugnacious freshman
and tying down the scoring five for SLUH
was junior Nathan Banet, who ran a 17:43
to 21st place.
Upholding the expectations of their
victorious teammates, the official top seven
(minus Ben Murphy-Baum, who ran a killer
workout that day) registered a winning 50
points in the Midwest Jesuit Invitational at
2:30 p.m. on Saturday, besting local rival
DeSmet by 33 points.
Leading the team and running the
breakthrough race that he has been laboring
towards all season, junior Matt Lawder ran a
spectacular time of 16:51 and took third place
in the race. Lawder, known on the team for
his hobbit-like good spirits and appreciation
of a full meal, said of his all-state-caliber

see WE ARE, 15

PN NightBeat
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Tim Glaser
Reporter

F

or the second week in a row, St. Louis U. High running back
Stephen Simmons rushed for over 200 yards and four touchdowns as he led the Footbills to a 42-6 victory over Cape Central
last Friday night. The offense has improved the past few games
with superb blocking, gaining 344 total yards.
“I think (Simmons would be) the first one to credit his offensive
line, his tight end, (and his) fullback Jimmy Sansone,” commented
head coach Gary Kornfeld. “There’s a lot of good blocks that were
being put out in front of him.”
Cape Central scored first on a 58-yard run to the outside on their
first drive, but beginning with a blocked point-after attempt, the Jr.
Bills dominated the rest of the game. Eric Hunt received the ensuing
kickoff and sliced down the field for 61 yards to begin SLUH’s first
offensive drive. About two minutes later, Simmons ended the drive
on a powerful 8-yard touchdown run up the middle; kicker Andrew
Guenther added the extra point to put the Jr. Bills up 7-6.
Following a dominating performance by the U. High defense
on the next drive, the offense took over once again. After a 22-yard
run by quarterback Paul Chaney, Simmons scored again by cutting
up the field 17 yards for the touchdown. After another Guenther
PAT, SLUH led 14-6.
The two teams traded punts until Simmons scored his third
touchdown with 1:26 left to play in the first half. He combined

see JR. BILLS, 15

The Polobills set out last night to seek revenge on Chaminade, who had
handed the Jr. Bills their only loss just under three weeks ago.
SLUH came out strong in the beginning of the game. Mark Abram
scored four of his six goals in the first half, and the Jr. Bills led 6-3 at
half.
The Red Devils, unwilling to be beaten so easily, notched five
straight goals in the third and fourth quarters to tie the game, 8-8.
Nevertheless, the Jr. Bills refused to allow history to repeat, and junior
Jim Heafner, Abram, and Ben Favier blasted shots past the goalie.
Favier scored his goal with a minute left to lead the Speedobills to an
11-9 victory in a nail-biter over Chaminade. Above, Ben “The Savior”
Favier one touches a Jake Roeckle pass to score the final goal against
Chaminade with a minute left.

Sports



Riflebills
H20bills drown Parkway
West, Ladue, move to 11-1 busy in July
Greg Mantych
Reporter

T

he St. Louis U. High water polo team
is cruising through their season with
wins this past week against Parkway West
and Ladue to improve their record to 111.
        Last Friday, the Jr. Bills faced off against
Parkway West at Forest Park Community
College. Like most of their other games,
the Polobills started off the first quarter with
relentless offense, scoring seven goals in just
the first period and only allowing one shot
past the goalie from Parkway West in the
entire first half.
        The game began to slow down in the
second half as SLUH eased up on their scoring and focused on their defense. Although
they only scored four goals in the second
half of the game, they only allowed four as
they went on to win, 11-5.
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        Typically, when SLUH is beating an
opponent comfortably, goalie Tony Kruse
will be relieved and junior Jason Appelbaum
will play. However, on Friday, Appelbaum
played all 28 minutes of the game, racking
up 11 saves as goalie.
        The goals scored during the Parkway
West match came from eight different players in all. Among the top scorers were Mark
Abram with three goals and Ben Favier
with two.
        Continuing their winning streak, SLUH
matched up with Ladue last Wednesday and
won, 15-4.
        In the first few minutes of the game,
the Jr. Bills came out characteristically hard
and scored four straight goals before Ladue
notched two prior to the period’s end.
       Unlike the Parkway West match, the
second quarter was dominated by SLUH offensively. Goals came from sophomore Tim

Charlie bills (14-1-1) win three
2

Tim Malecek
Core Staff

T

he Owenbills pulled through their
week with another perfect record,
going 3-0 against Marquette, JFK, and
Lafayette, with a combined goal total of
13-1.
On a perfect day for soccer, the Jr. Bills
trounced the Marquette Crusaders 4-0 last
Friday. Junior Andy Weis stole the ball from
the defense, performed a nifty give-and-go
with junior Matt Leinauer, and buried the ball
in the right corner. SLUH went up 1-0 only
seven minutes in, but their luck wouldn’t last
long.
For the rest of the half, the RealMadridbills struggled to find any coherence
among the offense and instead had to fend
off Marquette attacks.
Early in the second half, goaltender Dave
“Raymundo” Steitz made a great leaping grab
and barreled into a Marquette player off of a
dangerous free kick. The play reinvigorated
the team.
With 15 minutes left, SLUH struck
quickly on the counterattack. Tom Irvin
played a nice one-touch ball to Haffner.

see AQUAFINA, 15

Haffner crossed to Leinauer, who shot it to
the left past the goalie.
A great individual effort by Dan Meagher
and another give-and-go to Leinauer gave
Meagher a hard shot off the goalie’s hands
and into the back of the net.
Sophomore Eric Carretero added an insurance goal late in the game and completed
the rout; final score: 4-0.
If the game against Marquette was
a trouncing, the only phrase to describe
SLUH’s match against JFK would be a
complete thrashing. The Charlie2bills posted
an impressive 7-0 victory over the Celts in
the opening game of the annual Hudson
Tournament.
Leinauer started the party with a goal
through the legs of the JFK keeper, who
would have quite a long day. The goal was
Leinauer’s sixth of the season. Geoff Miller,
Meagher, and Zach Weiss all contributed in
the onslaught.
Even after all position players on the
SLUH bench had entered in the game, the
domination continued. Junior Rusty Brooks
plugged in two in a row, and sophomore Jack
Twellman finished the Celts with a demoral-

see OLE, 8

John Hagerty
Reporter

T

he SLUH Rifle teams spent July preparing for and competing in two different national championships.
        The varsity team, consisting of Kevin
Witbrodt, ’05, and Brian Nienhaus, ’05, and
current seniors Bryan Carlin and Joe Reinders
competed at the CMP National Junior Olympic 3-Position Air Rifle Championship, held
in Bowling Green, Kentucky.
The defending National Champion
Riflebills were led by their captain, Witbrodt,
who finished with a very impressive 1175
out of 1200, earning him first place in the
Precision Individual category.
Witbrodt defeated Kyle Smith ofDuBois
Rifle & Pistol Club in Pennsylvania on a
tiebreaker, out-shooting him on the final
kneeling target, 198-196.
The Precisionbills finished third in the
Precision Scholastic Team category, with
Witbrodt’s score of 1175, Nienhaus’s score of
1145, Carlin’s score of 1139, and Reinders’s
score of 1132 making an aggregate score of
4591. Their 4591 trailed only Shelby County
High School’s 4603 and Montgomery Bell
Academy’s 4602.
Junior Joel Schmidt also competed in
the match as an alternate for the team.
        Just before the varsity team left for
Bowling Green, the junior varsity AirRiflebills competed in the NRA National Junior
Air Gun Championship in Bloomington,
Illinois. The team, consisting of juniors Nate
Komorowski, Zach Brooks, Rob Perkins, and
sophomore Sam Gall, finished 13th out of 20
clubs. This was the first national championship in which any of the shooters on the JV
team had competed.
The JV Anschutzbills were led by Perkins’ score of 1132 out of 1200, followed by
Brooks’s 1128, then Komorowski’s 1121, and
finally Gall’s score of 1118 for an aggregate
score of 4499.
The BullsEyebills look to get back into
their national championship form at the
Montgomery Bell Classic (the largest high
school tournament in the United States) on
October 15-16 at Montgomery Bell Academy
in Nashville, Tenn.

Sports
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Sports Feature
Thinker, Mentor, Friend, Coach: Charlie Martel
Andrew Schroeder
Sports Editor

what we felt about Ebbie and why this was such a great award. (The
award) is named after his father. To be connected with the Ebbie
Near the switchboard on the first floor, the large trophy cases showcase Dunn family in that way is really something special,” Martel said.
The coach of the year award was technically given for the 2003
the many honors and awards the school has won in its long tradition.
These awards represent the hours of hard work, dedication, leader- season, when the Jr. Bills won the state championship under Martel’s
ship, training, growth, and guidance of past players and coaches. management. Joe Germanese, ’04, who played for Martel all four
St. Louis U. High can now boast one more individual award, the years at SLUH, was a very important part of that state championship
Jimmy Dunn high school coach of the year, which was given to team.
Germanese said, “I think my senior year was obviously a very
varsity soccer coach Charlie Martel last Thursday.
Martel has demonstrated many of these qualities and has put special year. But, I think it all started the year before that. We had
together quite an impressive career in his first twelve years: 254-84- a good group of seniors, and we had a really good team. We were
44. Ten District Championships. Eight Sectional Championships. probably one of the top two teams in the area my junior year. We got
One third place finish at State, two second place finishes, and one to the semifinals of the state tournament, but we lost to Rockhurst
in penalty kicks. We felt like we got so close. There were a lot of
state championship.
St. Louis Post-Dispatch high school soccer reporter Joe Lyons, juniors on that team, and we had some meetings in the off-season.
We really thought we had a shot to win it
who is also involved in the selection process,
during our senior year. We worked extremely
described the award. Lyons said, “It was
hard, and one of the things we all knew in
started by Mr. Dunn’s family. Basically it’s
the back of our heads was that coach had
like a who’s who of St. Louis coaches that
never won the state championship. It was
have won this thing. I know Coach Michler’s
always in the back of our heads that he had
won it, Coach Gauvain from Chaminade, all
never won it and this would be something
the really great coaches from the St. Louis
special for him, and that was definitely a big
area have won this thing, so it’s a pretty neat
motivator for us. After we won, we all went
deal.”
over to him and congratulated him because
CBC varsity soccer coach Terry Miit was his first championship.”
chler said, “There’s a committee of three
Zach Weiss, a current Martelbill, was
coaches, Mike Gauvain from Chaminade,
Charlie Martel gives an animated halftime talk to
also on the state championship team his
Vince Nowak from (Francis) Howell North,
the tied-up Jr. Bills at the Soccerbills’ game against
sophomore year. “We had a lot of good playand myself, and we have some input in the
Lafayette Wednesday night. They won 2-1.
ers. You can always have a great group of
nominations. (There are) three of us high
school guys that know our coaches, and we give names to people players, but it’s how you pull it all together and (Martel) was able
to do that,” Weiss said.
who don’t know these guys very well, and they scrutinize them.”
Assistant coach Charlie Clark also commented on the 2003
“Charlie was definitely a leading candidate for our group mainly
because of the successes he’s had in his career so far, but also because season, his second season working with Martel. Clark said,“Well
of the team he puts on the field. They’re always prepared. They’re it certainly helps having Joey Germanese running around scoring
always very competitive. They play with a good spirit. The award goals. You’re a lot better coach when Joey’s running around out
represents the coach who is coaching the game in the right spirit of there with the other guys, John Kornfeld and David Mueller. Those
the game, and I (know) Coach Martel exemplifies that,” Michler were great players, and they were great competitors. So it all goes to
the kids. I mean, we could’ve had a monkey out there coaching and
continued.
The committee selected Martel for the award, which was those guys would have been really pretty good, but there’s another
presented to him in front of about 1200 people at the Millenium added pressure to coaching good players. It’s kind of like the New
York Yankees. Mr. Martel does a great job coaching great players.
Hotel.
“It was really, really nice. I was really humbled because I was He keeps them humble and focused while also encouraging them
up there with a lot of really great soccer players from the St. Louis to be the great players that they are. It’s his personality that can get
area, and I was just listening to their stories, hearing all the names great players to do great things. It’s easy to have great players, but
they were dropping of old coaches and old players. It was really, getting them to work together and play great is a talent, and he’s
really gratifying, and I felt like I was very much a part of that, and really good at that.”
Although Martel received the high school coach of the year award
I was in the past when I played,” Martel said.
The St. Louis Soccer Hall of Fame, who presented the award, for the 2003 season, many regard it as more of a career award.
“This particular award is reserved for people that have a decent
allowed Martel three minutes to talk.
“I focused my comments on my senior team in ’73 and the amount of years of service. It’s really not a coach of the year. It’s
relationship we had with Ebbie Dunn. I basically told the audience
see MARTEL, 8
photo by Kyle Kloster
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more of a service recognition award. Everybody that’s gotten the
award has got a decent number of years invested in the coaching
profession, so I guess it’s a recognition for coaches for what they’ve
done consistently at a high level,” said Michler.
“In the past four our five years we’ve always had a really good
record, and we’ve been ranked and at the top of the rankings, and
we’ve been very successful. I know a lot of that has to do with
Charlie, my assistant. He’s really knowledgeable about the game,
and we kind of feed off of each other to get this thing done, and it’s
been successful,” said Martel.
Clark feels the same way and has enjoyed his time assisting
Martel for the past four years.“He is very accommodating. He lets
me do the things he thinks I’m good at, and then he steps in and has
total control of the team. The personality of the team is based upon
him, it’s low key, not a lot of yelling, not a lot of hoopla, but really
quiet determination. That’s why we win. Since I’ve been here with
him, our record in tournament time is 13-2 and that’s based upon
certainly the players, but his demeanor at elimination time gives
the kids strength,” Clark said.
Martel’s relationship with his players helped the committee
select him for the award just as much as his success on the field.
“He was always genuinely concerned for the players. He cared
for all the players on the team, not just the leading goal scorers or
the big shot players on the team. He cared for everybody from the
all-metro guys to the last guy on the bench,” Germanese said.
Weiss voiced the same feelings. “They always talk about other
high schools and especially colleges, and how the coaches don’t
really care about (their) players. He seems to care about everyone.
There’s not one guy he’s going to leave out or anything,” he said.
Weiss continued, “He’s a weird man. He has like a silent thing about
him. You always kinda want to laugh at him like when he’s giving
a speech. He just has a lot of long pauses.”
Michler has also noticed Martel’s concern for his players. “He’s
all about the game; he’s all about learning and continuing to grow
in the game, and he’s all about his kids. He really does a nice job
creating a positive environment for the kids to play in. He has a lot
of positive influence for the kids, and I think he just makes the kids
feel good about themselves and the opportunity they have to play
and to represent St. Louis U. High in soccer,” Michler said.
Clark echoed Michler’s statements regarding Martel’s positive
attitude.
“I’ve been a lot of places. I’ve coached at a few places, and by
far he gets the most out of the kids with no derogatory statements at
all. It’s all positive, all the time, and if there ever has to be anything
negative, it’s positive. The negative is even positive. We always joke
about how we’re here for the kids. He really means it. It is about
the kids. It’s not about us. It’s not about him; it’s about the kids and
their experience with it. He treats kids better than anybody I’ve been
around,” Clark said.
Martel not only has a reputation for the way he treats his players, but also is respected among his peers, as evidenced by their
choosing him for the award.
“We get along really well. It’s so interesting because soccer
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coaches seem to be available to get together to go out with each
other after the game they play, and all the other sports act like you
gotta have an enemy mentality. I mean, we go out all the time. After
our games, it’s unusual if we don’t go out together. We’ve just got
a good friendship. Charlie’s good people,” Michler said.
Lyons described what he likes about Martel: “In my business,
when you deal with guys when they win it’s real easy. Everybody
wants to talk to you when they win, but one of the neat things about
Charlie and some of the other guys, he’s the same guy whether he
wins or he loses. You can tell he’s disappointed when he loses, but
I’ve actually had him come up to me, and I believe it was a couple
years ago when they lost in the state semifinals. Afterwards, you
knew he was pretty distressed because obviously this was one of
the better teams he’d ever had, and to get that close and not win it.
I remember him specifically coming up to me and he said, ‘Do you
need to talk to me?’ basically to help me out for my story when I’m
sure the last thing he wanted to do at that point was talk about the
disappointment. He’d much rather be with his players. He’s a real
professional guy, which helps a lot in this job,” Lyons said.
Lyons works with the coaches in deciding the all-metro team
and has been impressed in the past with the fairness in Martel’s
decisions.
“There’s a few guys who try to use their influence to make sure
certain guys get in there, make sure they protect their guys. The
one thing about Charlie I’ve always found is he’s very fair, that if
there’s a player on another team that’s more deserving than a kid
from SLUH, he’s not gonna dismiss the kid from the other school,”
Lyons said.
Martel has been back to his old tricks so far this year. While
positioned in his trademark crouch, he has coached the Jr. Bills to a
14-1-1 start, and he has them focused for a second state championship this November. Always thoughfully watching his team, Martel
encompasses the qualities of a coach who has led and continues to
lead his team to success.

OLE

(from 6)
The final whistle released the Celts from their agony and stopped
the Jr. Bills at a modest seven goals.
Coming off their JFK win, the Jr. Bills looked for an easy win
over an over-matched Lafayette team. For the first minute, the game
looked like a repeat of the JFK game. Mike McCarthy and Twellman pulled a give-and-go, and McCarthy finished with a beautiful
shot just inside the left post only 45 seconds into the match.
However, SLUH switched on the cruise control just a little too
early in this one. Fifteen minutes into the game, a Ricky Hudson
turnover deep in the zone led to a foul on an attempted clearance by
Weiss inside the box and subsequently, a penalty kick for Lafayette.
Steitz had already saved a huge one this year against DeSmet, but
wouldn’t be able to corral this one. The kick went high and slightly
to his right but Steitz guessed to his left.
The goal ended the Jr. Bills’ shutout streak at nine games,
though it was only their tenth goal against them in sixteen games,

see OLE 2, 10
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Pepto Bismol, mayonnaise, and a White Castle Crave Case—what
do they have in common? SLUH students—in the madness of Blue
Crew, the universe altering momentum of pep rallies, and the sanity
defying craze of Spirit Week—have shown that nothing is above their
mob mentality—not pink digestion medicines, not gooey sandwich
condiments, and certainly not fast food products!
PHOTO BY Tim Huether



Wednesday, the cafeteria must have had record low sales – because most of the student body had packed the theater to standing
room only to witness Neil Diamond himself in Mark Zinn form. Top
right, a filled theater cheers on Patrick Probst as he sings “Bohemian
Rhapsody” just before half the sophomore class leapt onto the stage
to join.
Below right, an airborne freshman greets the dog food, pickles,
and bean muck with outstretched hands as sophomores Kaj Boserup and Chris Chartrand anticipate sliding in the goo. Hundreds
of students surround the slimy tarp, including a picnic table full of
faculty members.

       

The SLUH student body possesses spirit rivaled only by that of
the Holy One. Junior Billikens do not need a cheerleading squad.
We do not need proud, ref-heckling parents, no—for our spirit is
so great, we can cure the sick (SLUHMO) through our collective
screams. We can work miracles with our morale, as the freshmen
did in the Althoff football game. We boast the fiery passion of
one thousand suns—so much energy that we had even considered
expanding Spirit Week to Spirit Month, but decided against it out
of concern for our faculty. We possess, my friends, the hurrah of
Howard Dean himself.

Junior Billikens endure the most disgusting things in the name
of spirit. Top left, junior Dan Quinlan stifles his bowels’ urge to
revolt as brother Mike Quinlan peers into the trash can ominously.
Sophomore Adam Altmann awaits a similar fate as sophomore Pat
Topping and freshman Morgan Cole and Matt Storie churn through
more burgers to flaunt some good ol’ fashioned Jr. Billiken zeal.

SLUH’s faculty also dip their hands into the spirit bucket from
time to time. Junior Billy Idol judge Marla Maurer, below left,
furrows her brow over a tough call in the singing contest as fellow
judge Joseph Koestner quietly contemplates his own score.

see SMELLS LIKE TEEN, 10
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When hundreds of students endure even the stench of the Wet
Billy Bog to cheer on their classmates’ voluntary humiliation, spirit
must abound. Below left, Sports Officer and all-around spirited
guy Connor Cole stirs the hearts of about-to-be-Wet-Billies Dan
Zdrodowski (head down with wiffle bat) and Paul Heffernan.

OLE 2

Above, All-American Blue Crew member Vice President Max
Magee raises a barbaric cry from the football crowd at last Friday’s
game against Cape Central. As Stephen Simmons led the team to
victory with four touchdowns, Blue Crew led the SLUH audience
to a crushing defeat of 30 decibels more than the opposing team’s
crowd.
Our pep rallies and spirit activities bring to mind the roaring
Scottish hordes under Mel Gibson (minus the violence and oppressive
foreign kingdom, and plus some extra kilts). Athletic Director Dick
Wehner declared, “I think one of the things other schools admire
us for is our school spirit.” Recalling the goldfish-gulping days of
yore, he reflected, “We’ve come a long way from the goldfish eating
contest.”

(from 8)
Jr. Bills found themselves staring open-jawed at a 1-1 tie posted on
the yellow scoreboard lights at Soccer Park.
SLUH couldn’t connect any of their passes and repeatedly handed
the ball to Lafayette. “They didn’t seem like they were real intent
on playing (against Lafayette). … We made tons of mistakes, just
unforced mistakes. I was a little frustrated with that. We got them
together at halftime and they seemed to make those adjustments,”
head coach Charlie Martel said.
Nearing the end of the second half, SLUH caught a break. A
make-up call gave Brian Odem a free kick from just outside the
left side of the box and an excellent angle on net. He drilled the
ball to the middle, past the three-man wall. The ball deflected off
a defender standing near the 6-yard box and bounced between the
goalie’s legs and into the net.
“I was getting a little nervous when there were 20 minutes left.
Lafayette was playing with a lot of energy, I think energy which we
provided them from our mistakes. I was concerned. I don’t want a

tie. I don’t like a tie,” commented Martel.
With only eight minutes left, Andy Weis launched a shot from
the top of the box. The knuckleball turned both to the left and the
right through the air and smacked squarely into the crossbar and
bounced away.
SLUH held on to the victory by the score of 2-1. Their three
wins this week move their record to 14-1-1.
“These guys always seem to find a way to get things done. …
When they win it’s because they work for 80 minutes and everybody
works hard. There’s no superstars that can carry this team. Everyone
has to contribute,” Martel finished.
In addition to playing another week without captain Malcolm
DeBaun, the team also played without captain Tom Irvin, who was
suffering from a mild concussion resulting from a car crash he was
involved in last Friday.
The Jr. Bills play Friday at 8:15 p.m. against St. Mary’s. If SLUH
wins, they will play Saturday night at 7:00 p.m. in the championship
against the winner of the CBC-Oakville semifinal game.
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Crotzer, ’02, and Cooper, ’02, to film movie
Scott Mueller
Reporter

M

any St. Louis U. High students
dream of making the movies they
see on the big screen come to life. Two
SLUH alumni will be filming a short movie entitled The Agonist this and next weekend in the Clayton area.
The Agonist is a short comedy written
by Craig Good of Pixar Animation Studios,
a division of the Walt Disney Company.
Doc Crotzer, ’02 and Dan Cooper, ’02 optioned—bought all the rights to—the film
from Good and will record the movie in the
coming weekends.
“(Optioning) is fun because in the past
either I wrote, or Dan wrote, or we wrote (the
movie) together. This is the first time we’ve
optioned (a film),” said Crotzer, the director.
Cooper is the producer of the film.
      All of the filming will take place this Sunday and next Friday, Saturday, and Sunday.
All SLUH students are welcome to attend
the shooting. This Sunday the filming will
start at 7:30 a.m at 222 South Central in the
basement parking garage in Clayton.
      “The really good stuff should be in the
morning (this Sunday). We will have 25 really expensive exotic cars and this mansion,”

kings-oak

(from 1)
Prior to this decision, the administration
had proposed to gate the Oakland entrance to
the alley between the school and Lawn Place
in an attempt to cut down on car break-ins
in the alley. Over the summer, Zarrick had
informally approached several of the neighbors bordering the alley to seek approval for
the proposal. After receiving approval from
several of the neighbors bordering the alley,
the administration brought their proposal to
the July meeting, where several neighbors
who did not live on the alley voiced strong
opposition to the gate proposal.
According to Director of Security Charlie Clark, who had represented the school at
recent meetings, several of the neighbors who
had not attended previous meetings and therefore were unaware of the school’s proposal
expressed their concern and displeasure at
not knowing or being informed of the plan.
They also related their concern about how

said Crotzer.
      All the actors for the movie are local
actors. Kevin Boehm, ’05, will play the
leading part of the Agonist. Film teacher
Mark Cummings will also have a role in
the movie, playing the coroner. Many other
SLUH alumni will also be on the crew.
      The setting of the film is supposed to
be in the summertime, so the cast and crew
are under a little pressure to shoot quickly
before the leaves change color, and with the
entire film set to be shot within those four
days. The film is scheduled to be released
in December.
      While at SLUH, both Crotzer and Cooper
took both of Cummings’s classes, Freshman
Fundamentals of Film and American Film
Genres.
      “I first became interested in film as a
child, mostly fantasies like Star Wars and
great multi-genre features like the Back to
the Future trilogy, and Indiana Jones.  But
it wasn’t really until I was a freshman at
SLUH when I took Mr. Cummings’s Intro
class, and I realized that there is actually a
theory behind what I see on the screen, and
that there are real people who make it come
to life,” said Cooper.
      After graduating from SLUH, Crotzer
the gate would affect the neighborhood.
“After meeting with these residents, they
had asked us to consider a second gate down
at the Berthold end, and then they asked us
to electrify the gate to make it automatic. …
So we met with the gate manufacturer, we
went ahead with the plans, and we’re ready to
install the gates, and then … some residents
that did not live on the west side of Lawn
reacted very angrily that they weren’t in on
this process,” Zarrick said. “The reason for
us (to put up a gate) was our most exposed
part of the campus is the alley. … It’s really
from a security standpoint.”
According to Zarrick, the administration
offered to distribute gate-opening devices to
all the residents on Berthold, Lawn, or Wise,
but the plan still met opposition. After the
incidents of name calling, the school decided
not to participate in later neighborhood meetings because the antagonism decreased the

see NEIGHBORHOOD, 12

went on to the University of Missouri-Columbia, where he is majoring in broadcast
journalism. Next year, he will go to graduate
school for film at the American Film Institute,
USC, or UCLA.
      Cooper is currently studying at St. Louis
University where he is double majoring in
Psychology and English.
      In addition to The Agonist, Crotzer and
Cooper are working on their biggest project
yet. They are compiling a full feature-length
documentary about the Back to the Future
trilogy. They have currently conducted more
then 40 interviews of the cast and crew of
the trilogy to get stories and anecdotes from
the filming of the movies.
      Their documentary, Looking Back at the
Future, will be released next summer on June
15th with the re-release of the Back to the
Future DVDs.
      Crotzer and Cooper have their own
production company, Agenda Films. All the
other movies they have done and a trailer for
Looking Back at the Future can be found on
their website: www.agendafilms.com.

Announcements
to scroll on web
Matt Hubbard
Reporter

T

he scrolling announcements were set
up on the Internet earlier this week.
Starting as an idea by some faculty and
administration members, the scrolling announcements can now be seen on the Internet
at www2.sluh.org/news. The site was set up
by Computer Systems Manager Jonathan
Dickmann and is maintained by Librarian
Sharon Zilske.
“I think it’s going to be really good
because you can get (the scrolling announcements) at any time and don’t have to be
looking at a t.v.,” commented Zilske.
Principal Mary Schenkenberg said,
“Concerns about missing (the scrolling
announcements) in homeroom should be
relieved by being able to check them at home.
… Students have to take responsibility to be
informed.”
Soon, Dickmann and Zilske hope to
have a link to the scrolling announcements
on the SLUH website.
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productivity of the meetings. However, when
the tensions surfaced again at the August
meeting, Board of Trustees member Ted
Hellman adjourned the meeting and asked
that the neighborhood association find a
different venue to host their meetings.
According to several neighbors and
school representatives at the meetings, the
fact that several vocal long-time neighbors
distrust the school has undermined the meetings. Interim President of the Kings-Oak
neighborhood association Chris Thomas said
of the concerns of these residents, “Two of
the biggest priorities for SLUH are security
and drugs, … but the neighborhood also
has an additional priority of protecting the
integrity of the neighborhood. Cutting off all
the streets is not something residents want
to see.
“We have residents here who have been
through four or five administrations … and
they have watched as (SLUH) would make
decisions, tell the neighborhood, ‘This is our
plan,’ have a change in administration …
and change direction,” Thomas continued.
“This built a lot of mistrust, … (and) these
meetings started to get heated because the
neighbors don’t trust the school.”
The uneasiness the neighborhood feels
about adminstration policy towards the
neighborhood stems in part from the acquisitions of homes and property that took place
in preparation for the Vision 2000 expansions. When the properties south of Berthold
and west of the alley were actively sought
out for V2K expansion, the administration
made an informal verbal agreement with the
Kings-Oak neighbors not to actively pursue
properties east of the alley. Many neighbors
interpreted this promise to mean that any
properties that came up for sale would not be
purchased by the school. However, SLUH did
acquire several properties after this promise
was made, and some neighbors felt those
purchases violated the unwritten promise.
Currently, SLUH owns Nos. 4, 9, 15, and 45
on Lawn Place, as well as several homes on
Berthold.
“(When SLUH was buying properties
for V2K expansions), we had a buy zone,
extending the line of the alley south to Wise,
to the alley behind Wise, and everything west
from there, we made it clear we were actively

News
seeking those homes. Even if you weren’t
interested in selling, we were going to come
calling on you and say, ‘What’s your price?
Would you please sell? If this price isn’t
enough, what is?’” said Director of Data,
Communications, and Events Joe Patke, who
represented the school at the neighborhood
meetings from the early 1990s to 2004. “The
promise was that everything outside the buy
zone, we would not be actively seeking. If
something came up for sale, if an owner was
moving and putting their house on the market,
we may consider purchasing it along with
anyone else. I think that was the (promise)
that we were trying to make, not that we
would not buy any properties.”
Several residents also felt that the school
properties were not as well maintained as
they should have been and that SLUH has
neglected to consider the aesthetic aspects
of the neighborhood in their construction
priorities. These concerns include the razor
wire lining the top of the fence on the east
side of the student parking lot, the delay in
repairs of a brick wall on Berthold, and the
sporadic dirt mounds from ongoing V2K
construction.
According to Zarrick, Hellman has presented the plans of the ongoing construction
to the neighborhood association on several
occasions, which sometimes accommodated
the concerns of neighbors. For example,
SLUH has tentatively included an access
road requested by the neighborhood between
Berthold and Wise in its construction plans
for the Student Life Center to ease traffic
within the neighborhood.
However, most neighborhood meetings
do not attract more than 20 people, and
Thomas is unsure of how many neighbors
have seen the construction plans.
“I think it is a series of misunderstandings because the school speaks one on one
with neighbors, but there are a lot of people
in the neighborhood,” said Laura Costello,
a resident of Lawn Place.
Tom Kilcullen, who had lived on Lawn
for about 25 years before moving recently,
said, “I don’t think there is much of a relationship between the school and the neighborhood because as the school became more
sophisticated, progressive, and wealthy, the
school left the neighborhood behind a little
bit.”
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“Nobody likes having their neighborhood changed. It’s one thing for the residents
to come to it. It’s another thing to have an
institution coming in and pushing its vision
on the neighborhood,” Thomas said.
However, some neighbors also feel
that the school is being unfairly blamed for
changes in the neighborhood that are not
caused by either its property purchases or its
construction projects. According to Kilcullen, some of the long-time residents cling to
an image of the neighborhood that no longer
exists and blame the school for diminishing
that image of the neighborhood.
“From a perspective of 25 years, the
neighborhood has changed because a lot of
the newcomers are not involved. It became
a transition neighborhood, a place to buy
a house, improve your lot, and move on,”
Kilcullen said.
However, despite the recent downturn in
the relationship between the neighborhood
and the school, good will and appreciation
still persists between both parties.
Costello said, “Everyone says, ‘I hear
the Jesuits are taking over,’ but to be honest
I’ve never felt that way. … I think the school
has a bad reputation, but I don’t think they’ve
acted that way.”
Kilcullen added, “It’s a prestigious
institution. It’s a growth institution, and we
were under threats from crime and commercial invasion. There were a lot of things that
could have torpedoed the neighborhood, but
they just didn’t happen. The school has the
attention of the city.”
Although no formal process has been
established for the school to resume attending
the neighborhood meetings, President David
Laughlin emphasized that while the administration does not attend the neighborhood
meetings, because its presence decreases the
productivity and collaboration of the meetings, it is still holding conversations with
many neighbors on an individual basis.
“With all of our neighbors, we have a
goal of being collaborative in how we work
to establish ourselves as neighbors in this part
of the city,” said Laughlin. “It’s about the
process of engaging with people and being
in conversation with people. … That’s our
goal with all of our neighbors and certainly
our goal for our neighbors in Kings-Oak.”
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the company of senators and congressmen.
        According to Geist, the film focused
more on the time the astronauts spent on the
moon. Said Geist, “The idea about it was that
it’s not about launches, it’s not about space
rendezvous, it was about what happened on
the moon.”
According to the IMAX website, the
film uses “never before seen photographs
… and previously unreleased NASA footage
(to absorb the viewers) in the life-changing
experiences of these astronauts by showcasing what they saw, heard, felt, thought and
did while on the lunar surface.”
Although Geist graduated from SLUH
knowing that he wanted to be involved in
the production of film, he had no idea what
specific field, nor how to prepare for it in college. Geist said, “I always thought that you
never learned anything at school … so I went
to Miami to watch football.” Geist continued,
“The day I graduated I just drove out to L.A
and started working for peanuts.”
At first Geist did the grunt work for the
studios. Geist described the typical process
of someone at the ground floor of the film
industry, saying, “You come out (to L.A.) and
you’re kind of fetching coffee and sweeping
up.”
However, his humble beginning gave
Geist the opportunity to get a feel for just
how a film is produced. Of all the different

YRC
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discovered that the whole SLUH website is
under going a major change, and in late January or so there will be a page for all clubs to
have websites. Right now, though, we have
received permission to use our current address until the SLUH webpage is complete.
Finally, some believe that it’s unfair to let
us have site and not the Young Democratic
Socialists. It is not our responsibility to
choose if the YDS would like a website or
not. What our club administration has decided
on, though, is to extend an invitation to the
Young Democratic Socialists to come view
how our site is set up, collaborate with our
webmasters, and work with them to help set
up a site of their own. We hope this letter has
cleared all confusion about the site.
Thanks and God Bless,
YR President William Hartzler, ’08
YR Vice President Brett DeLaria, ’08

News
modes of production, visual effects stood out
to Geist because of the department’s constant
involvement in the film. Visual effects, he
explained, are heavily involved in preproduction, filming, and postproduction.
Geist explained that he “wanted to figure
out how the (production) process worked.”
He added, “There aren’t a whole lot of
departments that run the length of a movie.
When I saw the visual effects were there for
the whole time I was like ‘that’s what I want
to do.’ … Then you just start sucking up to
those people.”
Geist explained his eagerness as a grunt,
saying, “I wanted to learn how everything
worked.” However, he added that he “didn’t
want to be one of the ‘handshake’ type
producer that basically just put the deals
together. I wanted to be the guy that rented
the camera packages and figured out where
the location was.”
Before his work on Magnificent Desolation, Geist has done work on a myriad of other
projects. He worked on the film, Stargate,
based on a science-fiction TV show.
He also worked as the visual effects
production manager with fellow SLUH
alumnus James Gunn, ’84, on Scooby-Doo
2: Monsters Unleashed, which he described
as “seven months of hell.” The hardest part
of the film, he explained was how the film
married both animation and live action. This
required the film to really be shot twice.

COMPACT
(from 2)
the daytime. Eventually, on Thursday, the
fifth day after the hurricane, Carr walked
out of New Orleans and then spent the next
day waiting in line to get evacuated to San
Antonio, Texas.
        His harrowing experience has affected
him financially, emotionally, and spiritually.
Carr does not intend to live permanently in
New Orleans again. While he does believe
that the city will return, he wonders if it will
ever be the same.
In the midst of both human and governmental failure, however, Carr has come to “a
better frame of mind” about the generosity
of others.   Above all, the hurricane forced
him to humble himself in order to accept gifts
from others, as opposed to always giving to
others. “Now,” Carr says, “I take each day
at a time.”
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One of his first projects as a visual
effects producer was working on Haunted
Lighthouse, an amusement ride at Busch
Gardens. After that, Geist produced a film
for National Geographic called Roar.
Geist is now entertaining a couple different options for the future. He plans to be
the visual effects producer for IMAX’s next
3D movie, this one on sea monsters. He’s
also hoping to take a lower level job for the
next installment of X-Men.
Eventually, Geist aspires to work his
way up to be a line producer, which Geist
describes as a hands-on producer who works
on “the physical creation of the movie.”
According to Geist, this includes “dealing
with unions, dealing with locations, making sure everyone’s fed, making sure all the
equipment’s in.”
St. Louis Science Center Director of
Marketing Lisa Marucci raved about the
film and added that the film is set to come to
the St. Louis Science Center sometime next
spring. An exact date hasn’t been set.
Marucci previewed the film on Sept. 22
in a conference in Boston. Although the film
was created in 3D, the Science Center will
project the two dimensional version on the
its dome screen.
Magnificent Desolation will be one of
the two standard 45-minute IMAX movies
that the Science Center will show daily.
For more information, refer to the Sept.
26 issue of Time magazine that features
an article about Magnificent Desolation,
focusing primarily on the film’s celebrity
involvement by Tom Hanks.

BOOKSTORE

(from 1)
Clark said of the security improvements,
“We secured the door that they forced open
a little bit more, so we don’t have to rely on
the alarm, and we’re gonna do a better job
of locking up the rec room on reunion event
nights.”
Besides the break-in of the bookstore,
there have been rumors that boxes in the
switchboard were broken into and stolen
from as well. According to Clark, this is
not true. He then finished, “(I’m) extremely
disappointed that something like that would
happen here. But, as Mr. (H. Eric) Clark says,
there’s thieves among us and, well, we have
to protect ourselves against the few that are
in our world.”
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TAE-KWON-SLUHMO
(from 1)
that the sophomores’ vomit would be in the
Wet Billies mix Thursday.
Meanwhile, Gass was down to his last
White Castle after about 20 minutes. He
finished his final burger with room to help
teammate Andrew Guenther finish two of
his White Castles.
Cole finally called time before the winner
was decided by the crowd’s approval. In the
end, the seniors—who did eat the most—and
sophomores—who threw up the most—tied
for the win with four points.
Students filled the Joseph Schulte
Theater in their tiny shirts on Tuesday for
the SLUH Dance Contest. One group of
performers for each class showed off their
dance moves to the school, in front of three
celebrity judges. Dance teacher Simonie
Bieber judged the dancers on technique,
while history teacher Jeffrey Harrison, S.J.,
judged song choice, and theology teacher
Michael Marchlewski, S.J., awarded points
for personality.
“When we decided to do the dance
contest,” Cole said, “we did not realize that
SLUH has no good dancers.”
After disappointing performances from
the freshman, sophomores, and juniors, the
seniors came onstage to rap and quickly won
over the crowd and the judges—Woody Jones
high-fived each judge and did some moves
while sitting on their table. Chaos ruled for
a few moments when a nonsenior ran onstage, but after the conflict was resolved, all
seniors were invited to come onstage. Mike
Espenschied and Killian Hagen raced to join
their classmates in what Cole described as “a
feeble attempt to save the show.” Nevertheless, the judges were very pleased.
The overall scores after Tuesday had
the seniors (8) ahead of the sophomores by
one point, with the juniors at 5 points and
the freshmen at 2.
The theater then played host to the
Jr. Billy Idol competition on Work Shirt
Wednesday. Judging each class’s singers
were Athletic Director Dick Wehner (who
judged stage presence), math teacher Kate
Hochmuth (song choice), Assistant to the
Assistant Principal for Student Affairs Marla
Maurer (involvement), and Choral Director
Doc Joe Koestner (vocal technique).
The freshmen, probably due to their
classmates’ disappointing dance on Tuesday,

News
opened to boos, but their rendition of “New
York, New York” turned the boos around.
Cole then introduced “everyone’s favorite little man,” sophomore Pat Probst, to
the crowd. The audience followed STUCO
members in swaying to the beginning of the
“Bohemian Rhapsody” before sophomores
rushed onstage to do background singing for
Probst.
Citing the fact that “sophomores have
had probably the most spirit this week,” Cole
awarded the Class of ’08 a bonus performance: rap from Mike “Finny” Finochiarro.
Finochiarro was eventually cut off by Cole,
who left it up to the judges to decide how
to give out their points to the sophomore
medley. They ended up handing out points
with no restraint whatsoever.
The juniors, as announced by Cole, went
“where no Jr. Billy Idol has gone before:
live music.” Mark Zinn came onstage as
Neil Diamond in a flower-covered vest and
dedicated his rendition of “They’re Coming
to America” to judge Maurer before starting.
Zinn undid his vest and the buttons on his
shirt during the song. Afterward, though,
Hochmuth ordered Zinn to “button that
thing up!” despite giving him eight points.
Koestner praised Zinn’s voice, but noted a
“typical Republican whine” as his reason for
giving only 4.5 points.
It was at last the seniors’ turn. In an
encore of their serenade to Hochmuth last
year, the Class of ’06 singers brought Bieber
onstage for this year’s performance. Singing
the Backstreet Boys’ “Shape of My Heart,”
the seniors had a shot at stealing the singing
title from the sophomores. It all came down
to Koestner. However, Koestner decided to
award only 2 points. The sophomores had
won the contest by a large margin.
Or had they?
A stunned Cole tried to reverse the
decision by consulting the audience on who
was best. The sophomores still came out on
top, but as dispute over the decision brought
anarchy to the theater for the second time
in as many days, Cole decided to throw out
the points system, declaring the seniors and
sophomores tied for first, with the juniors not
far behind, and the freshmen so far behind
that it essentially didn’t matter.
Spirit Week events moved out to the
Upper Field on Jersey Thursday for the annual Wet Billies Competition. With objec-
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tive judgment thrown out the window, two
students from each class took their turns
racing through what could only be described
as a disgusting mix of food items and God
knows what else.
The freshmen went first, as always, and,
unfortunately, they put on little more than a
generic performance.
Sophomores Kaj Boserup and Chris
Chartrand continued the sophomores’ chain
of impressive Spirit Week performances at
Wet Billies. They started with a bang, stripping down to Speedos, and Chartrand dove
face first into the mix. Boserup donned the
boxer shorts upon his head, and the crowd
went wild as he ate part of a breadstick that he
pulled out of the mix—and kept it down.
For the juniors, Dan Zdrodowski, in
boxer briefs, tried to win over a disappointed
crowd by eating some slop, but it only resulted
in the addition of vomit to the mix. (The eating
contest puke did not appear to be present.)
Paul Hefferman licked some of the mix off
of himself, but the juniors concluded their
show with what seemed to be only a slight
advantage over the freshmen.
Seniors Josh Rockers and John Vollmer
were last onto the tarp, and they did their
best to boost SLUHMO’s spirits by doing
some sumo wrestling in what had become
mostly a liquid. Without a clear winner in
the wrestling match, they tossed what they
could of the mix into the crowd, scattering
the spectators everywhere.
After organizing a sumo match between
the sophomores and seniors, Cole declared
that the seniors had won Wet Billies, and
stated that “whoever wins (the Apache Relay
today) wins the week.”
Be sure to go cheer on your class outside at the Apache Relay at Activity Period.
Whether the Relay winner will actually win
the whole week remains to be seen, but every class—especially freshmen and juniors
–needs all the support they can get.
SLUHMO is expected to return to the
Blue Crew tonight at 7:00 at DeSmet. A good
football game is expected as the No. 3 Footbills take on the Spartans. Will SLUHMO
return? Go show your support for Jr, Billiken
football to find out. Your spirit can help.

The cycling club will have a
meeting next Tuesday during
Activity Period in 216c.
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JR. BILLS

(from 5)
race, “It was good to finally break the (17minute) barrier.”
Trying to define the moment at which
he decided to go for a sub-17 race, Lawder
said “At two miles a Regis guy passed me,
then I passed him back, and it gave me a lot
of confidence.”
Another runner gunning for the 17minute mark, Drew Kaiser, ran a fine race of
17:15 at seventh place, showing an impressive kick uncharacteristic of his slow-twitch
muscles.
Next for SLUH, as Kaiser’s victim in
the final kick, but also an example of consistently good racing, was Shane Lawless
in ninth place at 17:18. Feeling fatigue but
still kicking home for fourth place on the
team and tenth overall was Mike Jonagan
with a 17:21. Also struggling through heat
and fatigue was Dan Viox, who completed
the scoring five at 17:46 and 21st place.
Although they were deprived of their
teammates that had raced varsity at Ladue,
the SLUH JV came dangerously close to
Rockhurst’s 52 points with a team score of 56
and some shining individual performances.
Most notable was Tim Schmidt, who won the
race with an 18:04 after a murderous kick.
Also lacking its top runners, the freshman team gave a good showing, losing to a
Rockurst team with 52 points, but this time
by the even smaller margin of two points.
Notable in this race was freshman R.J. Half,
who challenged the lead all the way to the
line, taking second place in 18:38.
Well, if you’re interested in seeing all
three of these teams with their proper complement of runners and a feral thirst for three
MCC titles, come to Chaminade on Saturday
at 10:00 a.m. to witness dominance on a
titanic level.

practice, and it makes you feel pretty good
(from 5)
and agility to break tackles and sidestep when something like that occurs,” Kornfeld
said, “I thought Isaiah might have played the
defenders on this 30-yard touchdown run.
“It was a draw play, and we had a best game he’s played so far this year… he
little bit of what we call ‘leakage’ there,” had an outstanding game at the linebacker
spot.” Cole also led
said Kornfeld, “and he
the defense in tackles
was able to avoid one
with eight solo and two
bump, bop off another
assists.
one, and there he went
Thus, the third
down the sideline. … It
quarter
ended with
was just an outstanding
SLUH
winning,
42-6.
individual effort by
The
score
remained
Stephen.”
42-6 until the end of
The half ended
the game. Simmons
with the Jr. Bills on top,
finished the game with
21-6.
209 yards on 24 carThe Jr. Bills conries.
tinued to dominate,
Along with a
beginning the second
stellar
performance on
half on offense as they
offense
and defense,
moved steadily down
the
U.
High
special
field. The drive ended
teams
contributed
with
with Simmons in the
a
touchdown
and
great
end zone once again,
kicking from the junior
this time on a 41-yard
Simmons dodges Cape defenders in one of
Max Wheeler/Guenrun up the middle,
his 24 carries.
ther duo. Wheeler
breaking tackles along
kicked
to
the
end
zone
for a touchback on
the way. Guenther booted in his fourth point
six
of
his
seven
kickoffs,
and Guenther has
of the game to make it 28-6.
stepped
up
as
the
new
extra-point
kicker,
The U. High defense forced Cape to
converting
on
all
six
of
his
extra
point
atpunt on the next drive and punt returner Eric
tempts.
Hunt decided he wanted a piece of Simmons’
“We always tell our kids, ‘You never
touchdown action. He caught the ball at Cape
know
when your opportunity’s gonna come,
Central’s 49-yard line and, with a few blocks,
just
have
yourself ready,’” Kornfeld said.
darted up the sideline and into the end zone
“(Guenther)
was afforded another opportuuntouched with 6:45 to play in the third.
nity
and
did
an
outstanding job for us Friday
About three-and-a-half minutes later,
night.”
outside linebacker Isaiah Cole intercepted a
Guenther will continue kicking the extra
“boot slide pass” to the tight end on Cape’s
points.
25-yard line and ran it in for the sixth SLUH
The Footbills play Jesuit rival SLUH
touchdown.
West
(DeSmet) tonight, 7 p.m. at D-World.
“Isaiah read it just like we worked on in

(from 6)

ing a pair of shots. One of the goals came
from freshman John Heafner, who had two
goals while playing up on varsity. SLUH
won, 15-4.
        With the Missouri State Championship less than a month away, the water polo
community already has their sights on the
teams to beat.
        Chaminade has still maintained an
undefeated record at 12-0 and have handed

AQUAFINA

total five goals so far in the game. The first
half ended with SLUH up, 8-2.
        The Speedobills kept Ladue scoreless
for another period while scoring five more
goals to add to their hefty total.
        Although SLUH allowed Ladue to
sneak two shots in during the final period,
the insatiable Jr. Bills continued to feed their
hunger for goals by equaling Ladue and scor-

PHOTO BY ANTHONY SIGILLITO

SLUH their only loss. Both SLUH, with
an 11-1 record, and Kirkwood, 13-1, stand
at the top as well. SLUH had the honor of
giving the Kirkwood Pioneers their only
loss so far.
        However, the schedules for each
school still include many tough matches, so
the standings are easily subject to change.
Nevertheless, SLUH is focused on a thriving
post-season.
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by Jim Santel

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7

Schedule R
MAP Reg. Due
Blue & White Dress Down Day
College Visit (Sign up in Counseling
Office to Attend):
Carroll College-Montana @ Activity
Period
V FB @ DeSmet, 7pm
V SOC vs. St. Mary’s @ Hudson Tourney
@ Soccer Park @ 8:15 pm
B SOC vs. Chaminade, 4pm
C SOC CBC Tournament @ CBC, Time
TBA
Bosco Sticks, Chicken Rings

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 8

Richard Carr Concert, 7pm
V SOC vs. CBC/Oakville @ Soccer Park
@ 7 pm (if team wins Friday)
JV SOC @ Columbia Rock Bridge, 4pm
B SOC vs. Columbia Rock Bridge @
Cosmo Park, 2pm
C SOC CBC Tournament @ CBC, Time
TBA
B/JV/V XC MCC Championship @
Chaminade, 4:30pm

SW Co.
Calendar

Sophomore Class Liturgy
Freshman Advisement
College Visits:
Fontbonne University
University of Southern California
C SOC vs. St. Mary’s, 4pm
Pretzel, Pizza

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 11

Schedule R
STUCO Forum
Club Meetings:
Pro-Life
Young Republicans
Wrestling Sign-Ups
College Visits:
Avila University
Lehigh University
Sign Up in Counseling Office to Attend
Rice University @ 11am
Washington & Lee University @
Jr/Sr lunch
JV SOC vs. St. Mary’s, 4pm
JV/V H20 Polo vs. John Burroughs, 4/5pm
Turnovers, Papa John’s

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 12

Schedule R

No Classes
PSAT Exam for Sophomores/Juniors
PITEC Workshop, 8:30-3pm

(from 3)
the rich dimensions of diversity contained
within each individual.” While this is only
one definition, I believe it can be used as a
starting point. The bottom-line in diversity
is a mutual respect for all people. Now, I
will address the issue of affirmative action
followed by an explanation of the Diversity
Months.
One of the debaters stated that Affirmative Action was a racist act. He also (for an
assignment) argued to eliminate affirmative
action. His argument articulated that once
practices like affirmative action were eliminated “we would be able to work toward a
colorblind society.” Wow!! Is that a loaded
statement or what? Affirmative action was
created to correct the effects of past discrimination, to eliminate present discrimination,
and to prevent future discrimination. Slavery
began in North America in 1526 with the
Spanish explorer Lucas Vásquez de Ayllón.

It continued through the formation of the
United States and did not end until the 13th
Amendment was ratified in December 1865.
So, with three hundred and thirty-nine years
of captivity and another hundred years of
discrimination (Civil Rights Act of 1964)
there was a need to level the playing field for
people from groups that had been targeted.
They were targeted in many ways. The most
important part of oppression deals with the
psychological slavery that is still relevant
today in the form of internalized oppression.
It is also important to examine oppression
that can be viewed in education and class.
I would love to talk to anyone about those
issues. The suggestion of affirmative inaction would be racist. Now, I would like to
briefly address the Diversity Months.
Each month the bulletin board in front
of Mr. Clark’s office will be decorated to
acknowledge a targeted group of people or
targeted groups of people. The Diversity

MONDAY, OCTOBER 10

EVANS
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Oct. 7 - Oct. 14

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 13

Schedule R
Freshman English Tutorial
Wrestling Sign-Ups
Junior Rep. Meeting
PITEC Workshop 8:30-3pm
College Visits:
Rockhurst University
St. John’s/St. Benedict College
JV FB @ CBC, 4:30pm
C FB @ Vianney, 4:30pm
V SOC @ Webster, 6pm
JV SOC vs. CBC @ Forest Park, 4pm
B SOC vs. Webster, 4pm
JV/V H20 Polo vs. DeSmet, 4/5pm
Bosco Sticks, Taco Salad

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 14

Schedule R
Freshman Class Liturgy
STUCO Pep Rally
College Reps:
Loyola University-Chicago
University of Missouri-St. Louis
V FB vs. CBC, 7pm
JV SOC @ CBC, 4pm
C SOC vs. Vianney @ Forest Park, 4pm
Cheese & Garlic Bread, Mostaccioli w/
Garlic Bread

Months idea was created to educate the entire
school community about issues of inclusion.
There are numerous targeted groups that have
been neglected by school texts and educators.
Total inclusion will not take place until those
curricula decisions have been addressed. It
is definitely a catch-22!! Check it out! There
are individuals in targeted groups that have
been, in the words of Princeton University
Professor of Cornel West, “Santa Clausified.” The santaclausification has led to the
contributions of those individuals only being
discussed intensely for a day, week, or month.
After that time period, those individuals are
again neglected. So, where do we go? We
must start somewhere and I believe that the
Diversity Months is only a beginning. I
could go on and on, but I’ll stop for now.
Robert Evans

