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Racquetball wins State Toun1ey Twellm.an
joins Munich
soccer team.
Tim Elfrink
Core Staff
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Barrett leads Next· year's
team to fifth title schedule

Tom Wyrwich
Editor-in-Chief

S

ince last year, top-seed St. Louis U.
High senior Todd Barrell has been
telling everyone that he is better than
Marquette sophomore E.J. Basta. In November: h.e told the Prep News that he
"'has the edge" against Basta.
However, the bandwagon of Todddoubters became larger when Barrett exited two mid -season tournaments early at
the hands ofParkway Central's Hal Ruthe"rfol:d, preventing him fr~m playing Basta
·in those tournaments.
But. on a snowy Saturday, January
29, Barrett made believers out of everyone as he plowed through Ru.thcrford on
the way to a· !3-15, J 5- 4', 11-3 victory
over Basta. His victory !eel the way to
SLUH 's fouith straight State Racquetball Title, their fifth in. six years. SLUH
won with 965 points, beating Parkway
Central's 740 points. SLUH played the
see YET AGAIN, 4
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planned
Drew Niermann
Reporter
uring the last few weeks. various
rumors have been circulating the hallways of St. Louis U. High pertaining to
next year's school-day schedule. While
the exact form of~hc ~chedul c is still under
debate, it is a fact that .there will be a
seven-period day; however, A:,sist::mtPrincipal for Academics Art Zinselmeyer has
stated that "the. exact configuration into a
daily sc hedule has not been determined."
There are a few reasons for the schedule being changed. First, theology will
meet fiv,c limes a week for all four grade
levels. Second, the new extra period will
allow students to schedule a fine arts or
computer class during the day. eliminating most zero hour courses. Howe ver,
see THE 7TH CLASS, 2

D

hi le St. Louis U. High has pro
duced profes-sional-level athletes
in the past, few h~IVe risen as high or as
quickly asTaylorTwellman '98. Earlier
· ·this· month, Tweflman, who only two
years ago was starring on the SLUH
soccer team, announced he would forego
his final two years at the University of
Maryland to play for 1860 Munich. The
team is cuJTCn!ly in fourth-place in the
Bundcs1iga, 'which is considered the
world's best soccer league.
"'I' vc dreamt of playing on a professional level since I was a little kid," said
Twellman, ··and God blessed me with an
opportunity that I just couldn't pass up."
It's not difficult to understand why
the top league in the world •vould ·be
interested in Twell man, ras he has produced impressive statistics at every level
he has played. In his fou r years of varsity
soccer at SLUH, he racked up 115 goals
and 30 assists. He had 40 goals in his
senior season alone, when he was named
the St. Louis Post Dispatch local high
school player of the .year as well as the
NCSAA's national high school player
of the year. He also excelled while representing the United States in the under! 7 and under-20 world cham pionships.
and he led the University of Maryland in
scoring for two seasons, with 12 goals
and 9 assists this year.
see TWELLMAN, 2
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THE 7TH CLASS
(from I)
chorus and jazz band will still be offered
during zero hour, along with a dance class
after school.
Third, an extra period will allow most
students to schedule study time during the
day. One important facet of the current
schedule that will remain intact is the
activity period. Zinselmeyer stated that
"in discussion with department heads,
they believe that significant things go on
during the activity period."
There are several teachers who have
concerns about the schedule, and that is
why no definite schedule has been agreed
upon yet. Several teachers have brought
up their concern that courses such as Physics Band AP Biology may not be able to
finish their labs in next year's necessarily
shortened classes.
It is possible that some courses may
be longer than others, and it is very likely
that in order to fit in the seventh period,
the school day will begin I 0 to 15 minutes
earlier and last an extra 5 to 10 minutes
longer.
Zinselmeyer also hopes that "the new
schedule will allow more time for students to get individual help from their

TWELLMAN
(from 1)
"I don't think anyone who knows
Taylor was at all surprised that the
Bundesliga was interested in him," said
junior James Twellman, Taylor's brother.
"He' s always performed really well on an
international level."
1860 Munich has essentially signed
Twellman to a minor league contract, and
he has a strong possibility of breaking into
the major-league team. If roster spots become available on the squad, he could join
the team by the middle of this month,
starting on the reserve squad and playing
to earn a spot on the first-squad.
"Their system is basically the same
as the minor league system that professional baseball uses here," said Taylor. "If
the Cardinals drafted me, I'd go play in
Memphis first, then work my way up to

teachers during scheduled free periods."
In addition to the overall schedule
changes, there will be a few additional
changes to the freshman schedule. History will become a full-year course, meeting three days a week and rotating with

the computer course, which will be held
two days a week.
Human biology will be eliminated,
and general biology will become a fullyear course during the freshman year.
Several of the topics that were previously
covered in human biology, such as nutrition, exercise habits, and drug abuse, will
be covered in a newly-designed physical
education course.
There is a new course being offered
to freshman called a fine arts survey,
which is a one-semester course that covers Fundamentals of Theater, Drawing I,
and Music Theory.

"Nothing is set in stone; we are still
figuring out what is best for the students
and the teachers," commented
Zinselmeyer.
He also stated, 'The yearly schedule
is being looked at to re-evaluate the number of late starts and half days."
The final schedule will not be decided upon until Principal Dr. Robert
Bannister consults committees of both
students and parents. "Bannister will
choose what benefits both the needs of the
student and the teachers," stated
Zinselmeyer.
Students have mixed views on the
change. Some students feel that an extra
class will inevitably mean more homework, and others feel it will decrease the
homework load by adding a free period.
Junior Andrew Rogan stated, "I like
the idea because it will allow me to take an
elective that the previous schedule would
not have allowed."
In summation Zinselmeyer said, "No
doubt next year is an experimental year.
We hope to create a good schedule that
will work for everyone, but nothing is
perfect, so we will evaluate its good points
and its flaws and most likely make a few
changes."

the big leagues. That' s the same opportunity Munich has given me and I'm really
grateful for it."
The biggest choice Taylor had to
consider in whether or not to accept
Munich's offer was whether he was willing to forego his final two years of college
education. In the end, he decided that he
could not pass up the opportunity set
before him, a decision firmly backed by
his family.
"It was a really tough decision for us,
since a good education is obviously very
important to us or we wouldn't have sent
Taylor and James to SLUH," saidMoochie
Twellman, Taylor's mother, "but we knew
that if Taylor passed this up, he would
really regret it, and he plans on finishing
his education with various classes later

James agreed, saying, "We all know
how important school is to Taylor, but he
only has one opportunity to do this, so he
might as well take the chance."
Despite all of the hoopla surrounding
Taylor's ascent to the top of the soccer
world, he has not forgotten his roots. He
eagerly watched the amazing run of the
SLUH soccer team this fall, wishing he
could be there in person.
"I just wanted to say 'Congratulations' to all the guys on the team this
year," said Twellman. "They had an absolutely incredible run, and even though my
brother James kept me up to date on what
was going on, I really wanted to be there.
I just wanted to say that it couldn't have
happened to a better school or a better
group of guys."

"f}{ptliing is set in stonej we
aresn«jiguringoutwhatis
6est for tlie stwfents ana
teacliers. ''
-Art Zinselmeyer
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IN DEFENSE

Graesser traces history of sarcasm as criticism
Dan Graesser
Sports Editor
When I first learned of the letter written by St. Louis U. High
alumn Dan Ruzicka that expressed a negative opinion toward the
Prep News editorial of December 17 regarding the yearbook
rush, I anticipated that he had misinterpreted its sarcasm and had
taken the editiorial at face value. Then I read the letter itself, and
I realized that this was not the case. In fact, he seemed to take issue
with the mere fact that sarcasm was used on the editorial page. It
appears that Ruzicka feels that sarcasm is never appropriate in the
pages of the Prep News.
This view of what should not go into the editoral page is
simply erroneous, as sarcasm has had a long history in the pages
of this nation's newspapers. From the writings of Ambrose
Bierce, to those of Edgar W. Howe, to the editorial cartoons that
are commonplace in modern newspapers, sarcasm has frequently
been used as a way of proving a point more clearly or strikingly
than straightforward prose.
Furthermore, Ruzicka conveyed his belief that the editorial
was "an ugly attempt at humor," when in fact the intention of the
Prep News editoral staff was not to be humorous, but to present
our opinion on the action of our fellow students. By presenting a

farcical list of excuses, we hoped to reveal to the student body
how truly feeble their excuses for their actions were. We hoped
that by presenting them in such a ludicrous manner, we would
make the students aware that their actions were in fact ridiculous
and inexcusable.
Also, Ruzicka accused the Prep News of slandering the good
name of Gabe Javier, the yearbook editor. Slander is defined as
"a false report meant to do harm to the good name of a person."
Since the report of the events was not false, and since we
obv-iously intended to defend Gabe, I do not understand how he
can classify the editorial as slander. Furthermore, Gabe himself
was very pleased with the editorial and thought it to be an
appropriate response to the actions of the students.
Finally, the section of the letter which I found to be the most
disturbing was the one in which Ruzicka stated that he was
"ashamed and disappointed" with the action of the students, but
he was "truly angry" at the editorial staff. I do not understand how
he could be more upset with the Prep News for printing a wellintentioned editorial than he was with the students who behaved
so maliciously. How is it that Ruzicka can interpret the editorial
as a disturbing sign of the state of his alma mater, but did not view
the stampeding of the yearbook staff as being a far worse sign?
It seems that he has failed to address the real problem-the
actions of the students that caused the editorial to be written.

NEW SCHEDULE

Wyrwich defends changes to schedule
Tom Wyrwich
Editor-in-Chief
Undoubtedly, there are some in the SLUR community who
feel that the current class schedule does not need to be changed.
I take exception to this point.
There is one key problem-the current schedule, while
providing a chance to take all the necessary classes, significantly
limits the opportunities to take fme arts classes.
The concert band is only able to practice two days a week,
while most schools practice five days a week. Art classes are hard
to fit into the schedule. Some students can't take varsity chorus
because they would have to drop a class to do so.
In addition, most fine arts students have to take zero hour.
And as one who has taken now three years ofzero hour, I can tell
you that it isn't too nice. After staying up late doing homework,
there is nothing quite like getting up at six in the morning. And
the effect carries on all day, as falling asleep in class becomes an
even easier feat.

And with a five-day theology week, the current schedule
does not allow for two-day-a-week physical education classes,
which are were especially necessary for athletes taking weights
class.
The new schedule solves many of these problems. The new
symphonic band can practice five days a week in the seventh.
period. Fine arts students and athletes can take the classes of their
choice in the added period. And the new period finally eliminates
the dreadly zero hour.
What most students don't realize is that most will receive a
free period to study, which, as most seniors can tell you, only
benefits the study process, and doesn't cram it.
The complaints of many teachers that the shortened period
will hurt the class is understood. And while such intense classes
like calculus may have to suffer, perhaps other classes can cut
other things to make room. And if teachers could discipline the
off-the-point discussion that seems to usually take more than the
three measly minutes per class that are being cut, they could still
be able to teach the same material.
In any new system, people need to adjust, and I feel that this
schedule would bring upon the least amount of adjustment.
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YET AGAIN

(from 1)
Colts in four of the seven finals, and won
three of them to guarantee the victory.
In a tournament that almost did not
take place due to inclement weather,
Barrett started out with an easy win over
Ladue's top seed, setting up his match
with Rutherford. This time, Todd easily
beat the top-seeded Colt 15-4, 15-7.
"The difference was I played well,"
said Barrett, who before the tournament
called the day the "frrst time I've really
wanted to play racquetball this year."
So Barrett's first shot at Basta would
come in the finals of the tournament.
Although Barrett played well in the first
game, Basta emerged with a 15-13 victory. In the second game, it appeared to be
all over when Basta, with a 14-12lead, hit
an incredible shot. But Barrett lunged to
get a piece of the shot and proceeded to
win the game, 15-14.
"I was just concentrating, playing my
game," said Barrett.
In the third game, Barrett shot out of
the gates, building a 10-2 lead. Basta
would only be able to muscle one more

point before Todd put it away, winning
the tie-breaker 11-3 and the singles championship.
"It means a lot to me. I put in four
years of hard work. It hasn't really sunk in
yet. It feels a little weird," said Barrett.
Second-seed senior Dan Moore's
tournament came down to the same opponent it had all year: Vianney' s Gary Berry.
Berry had ousted Moore twice in the regular season and in the SLUH Top-Seed
Tournament, but Moore had gotten the
better of the Golden Griffin at the Gary
Hendren Invitational. So after beating his
first-round Chaminade opponent and winning a key semifinal match against a Parkway Central opponent, Moore once again
met Berry.
Moore found success in the first game,
winning 15-8. However, Berry started to
rally back with a 15-6 win in the second
game, and in the tie-breaker, Berry won
11-4, although the game was much closer
than the score indicates.
Said Moore on Berry's comeback,
"As long as he was in the front of the

court, he was getting in all the points, and
vice-versa. And in the second game and
the tie-breaker, I couldn't get him out of
the front of the court."
But to Moore, all was not lost with a
second-place finish. ''The loss was to a
better player. I don't mind losing if I play
well . .. I went out playing well."
At the third seed, senior Curt Williams set out to defend the first seed he
earned the week before at the SLUH TopSeed Tournament After easy first-round
and semifinal matches, Williams met Parkway Central's Jamison Phillips. Phillips
had convincingly beaten Williams in the
regular season, and it appeared like he
would do so again after winning the first
game 15-6.
Williams fought back. "I got focused
and made sure I kept my head in the game,
even when I was down," he explained.
Williams won the second game 15-8, and
then took the tie-breaker 11-8.
"It's a great capper to four years of
hard work," said Williams on winning a
State Championship.
see NUMBER ONE, 6

Honduras volunteers, snacks return
Raj Joseph
Staff

R

ejoice, hungry Jr. Bills! Those ohso-tasty and oh-so-cheap Hostess
Cupcakes and Dunkin' Stix that put the
Hostess store to shame have returned, and
so have Spanish teacher Charles Merriott
and the six seniors who traveled to Y oro,
Honduras for their Senior Projects.
On December 30, Merriott and seniors Matt Brown, Steve Elias, John Quinn,
Paul Schmidt, Jeff Ushupun, and Ricky
Vigil departed for the Centro San Yves in
Yoro, Honduras to take care of fourteen
malnourished children.
Senior Matt Brown decided to go to
Honduras for his Senior Project "because
[he] was in Mr. Merriott's class last year
and [he] heard his story in the first week.
"For me, it seemed like the greatest
project .. . I was looking for a challenge.

I [also) wanted to use Spanish," said
Brown.
Father Richard Perl, SJ, recipient of
the 1999 Backer Award and a 1966 graduate of SLUH, originally organized the
Honduras Project because he had been
working as a missionary in Central
America as the pastor of the parish in
Yoro.
As a result of this connection, SLUH
seniors have been going to Honduras to
do service for the past six years. Merriott
and the seniors have raised money for the
trip by selling snacks during activity period and by raffling off authentic soccer
jerseys. These contributions have also been
used to buy food and medicine for the
children and to finance the construction of
a new center for them; this building should
be finished in the spring.
According to Merriott, the goal of

the Centro is to "get the kids healthy and
back into their families."
Merriott considers this year's Honduras Project a success: ''We've completed another successful year. Every year
that we've gone we can see a difference in
the kids from [our] arrival to [our] departure."

NNOUNCEME
Money-hungry Junior and Seniors:
Earn $6/hr. plus bonuses during Alumni
phone-a-thon, starting Monday, February 7. If interested contact Mr. Franks at
extension 186 or on the third floor.

Q)lote o

(fj{e Aes tfze ca6fe? })
-Mr. LaBoube
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Basketbills improve down the stretch
FrankFiock
Reporter

.T·

he Basketbills are showing signs of
turning the season around, with their
offense picking up and their defense staying strong as the districts approach.
Although at the time it was difficult
to detect, the metamorphosis started last
'.- Thursday against Chaminade. With the
word out that Troy Lindbeck was again
. healthy and junior Kyle Bruno was making his first varsity start, rumors spread
quickly that Indiana University co~ch
Bobby Knight would be in attendance.
Knight was a no-show, butthe Chaminade
Flyers were there in full force. With two
players over 6' 6", the Flyers took away
the Jr. Bills ~nside game., 'fh,e outside game suffered, too, since
sophomore and captain Troy Lindbeck
still struggled with his sprained ankle
during the game. Nevertheless, he still led
the Jr. Bills in scoring with ten points.
·
The starting point
for the turnaround
,.

..

came in the fourth quarter when, down
60-32, the bench players put together a
20-7 quarter, making the final score 6752. The team was led in this charge by a
great effort by senior spark plug Gil Akos.
In addition, Karibi Dagogo-Jack used his
raw athleticism to put up 6 points, while
Thomas "He's Tall" Elliott dominated
inside for 6 points.
The Jr. Bills improved efforts continued the following evening in the beautiful
town of Jefferson City. Despite the threat
of being snowed in for the night, the
Maurerbills buckled down and jumped to
a 25-18lead at the half. The effort was led
by up-and-coming standout Kyle
"Whazzup!!" Bruno. The Jeff City Jays
upped the pressure in the second half,
though, and took advantage of the hometown referees to pull out a victory 54-42.
Bruno finished with 10 points; football standout and pet ox Matt"44" Sinclair
scored 9 points and pulled down 10 rebounds. Feeling good about the trip over-

all, coach Don Maurer led his team into
battle Tuesday against Oakville, a team
that beat Vianney the previous week. The
Basketbills were slow to start, but senior
captain Frank ''Twizzler" Fiock came off
the bench with 8 quick points, leading the
Jr. Bills to a 17-7 lead.
A lapse in defensive intensity allowed
Oakville to get back in the game, making
it 20-18 SLUH at halftime. The game
stayed even until five minutes left in the
fourth quarter, when the Jr. Bills took care
of business, patching holes in the defense
and adding more offense. In the end, the
Jr. Bills pull out 40-35 victory.
Troy "Make 7" Lindbeck scored 16
· points, including five three-pointers, while
Frank "Up Yours" Fiock had 12 poirtts.
Sinclair again grabbed lOre bounds, bringing him closer to earning him the title
"Chairman of the Boards."
Tonight the Jr. Bills make the trek to
DeSmet at 7:30 to take on the Spartans,
who are coming off a loss to Vianney .

•

Grapplebills hope for big w1n at State
Alex Born
Reporter

A

s the wrestling season enters its final
weeks, the varsity members of the
St. Louis U. High squad are preparing for
' the most crucial time of their season- the
State Meet. Though the junior varsity and
freshman squads are finished for the year,
the varsity team still has to "be put through
hell," in the words of senior captain Steve
Gosik. These intense practices will serve
to pr~pare the team for the difficult matches
tliat await them in the near future at the
District Meet.
The team is looking forward to these
meets after having competed very well on
all levels at last weekend's MCC meet.
The freshmen destroyed the competition
at this meet, which was held at SLUH last
weekend, finishing the season with a
record of9-3. The JV also put forth a solid
effort, finishing third in the five-team

field. The junior varsity finished their
season at exactly .500 for the season, with
five wins and five losses.
On the varsity level of the MCC meet,
the team was led by senior Brad McDale
and sophomore Brendan Boyle, who won
their weight classes. Also contributing
strong finishes were senior Steve Gosik,
juniors Stan Niemeier and Joe Bommarito,
and sophomore Alex Born, who each
placed second at the meet. The varsity
team used these strong fmishes to garner
a fourth-place finish in the meet.
"This part of the year is absolutely
· crucial," explained McDale in regard to
the importance of the upcoming events.
Districts is the first step for varsity wrestlers from around the state to climb their
way to the State Tournament held in Colombia.
Head Coach Tim Curdt has much
confidence in his squad in the upcoming
meets. He believes that "if we Wrestle the
•''

way we are capable of, we could surprise
some people with our fairly young team,
and get a good number of wrestlers through
to sectionals and state."
The Headlockbills will try to continue their sucessful season as they wrestle
this Saturday at the District Meet at Parkway North High School. Those wrestlers
who do advance past districts will go to
sectionals where th~y will compete for the
opportunity to wrestle at state.

Swimmin
The varsity Swimbills will try to
continue their successful season,
as they participate in the conference finals to be held on 4:00
tonight at Chaminade. Come out
and watch the team compete for
the conference title.
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~N~~~B~E~R~O~N~E~~~~~~~~~C-~restlers
(from 4)
Fourth seed Joe Sharamitaro, who was
under the weather for the tournament, did
not have quite the same fate as Williams.
Like the rest of the team, Sharamitaro won
his first-round match easily and then advanced to the semifinals against Parkway
Central's Josh Weinberg. Weinberg,
known more for his quickness than his
technique, ran the ill Sharamitaro ragged
on his way to a 15-13, 15-8 victory.
"He was just outplaying me; he was
getting into my head," Sharamitaro said.
Although he lost, Sharamitaro still
received the chance to earn SLUH some
points in his third-place match against
Kirkwood's Matt Allen. Sharamitaro, despite being extremely winded, took the
match 15-9, 14-15, 11-6 to receive third
place.
"ljust did the best I could do to help
he team," he said.
As the fifth seed, senior Tom Wyrwich
ooked to cap off the season on a winning
streak after his victories in the Winter
Rollout Tournament and the Gary Hendren
Invitational.Aftertrouncinghisfirst-round
opponent, Wyrwich moved on to the semifinal round against Vianney's Joe Ebert.
Wyrwich easily won the first game 15-8,
but Ebert fought back in the second game,
winning 15-13. In the tie-breaker, Wyrwich
rallied to win 11-9 in an extremely close
match.
The semifinal victory gave Wyrwich
a rematch agamst Central 's Bryan
Meldrum, the only person to beat him all
year. Wyrwich started off strong in the
first game, building a 9-5 lead, only to let
Meldrum come back to tie it up 14-14.
After the opponents went back and forth
six times, Meldrum won the point and the
game.Inthesecondgame,itwasMeldrum
who would start off strong, getting up 9-3.
Wyrwich tried to fight back and went
ahead 12-11, but Meldrum overcame the
deficit to squeeze out the victory.
But the true heart of the Jr. Bills was
best demonstrated by sixth-seed senior
Ken Nesmith. After a first-round bye imd
an easy second match, Nesmith faced the
Colts' Brent Goldman.
After losing a very close first game

..--- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

end '99 season

15-13andthenbeingdown 14-9,Nesmith
had a revelation.
"I realized that I could win first place
Q
Q
and I thought that would be good," he
said. Nesmith fought back to win the
Mike Smallwood
game 15-14. The same scenario develReporter
oped in the tie-breaker as Goldman
mounted a 10-5 lead. But Nesmith again
The road to the Freshman Metro Cathocame through, fighting all the way back to
lic Conference Tournament was a long
an 11-10 victory.
and
tiring one. On the final leg of their
Finally, the sophomore doubles team
journey
last week, the C-Team Pinbills
of Kevin Moore and Andy Schumertalso
had
two
meets.
had a first-round bye. They beat a tough
On
Tuesday,January25,
the Jr. Bills
DeSmet team in two games to earn a spot
took
on
Fort
Zumwalt
West.
The team
in the finals against Parkway Central.
fell
behind
early,
but
thanks
to
a pin by
They lost the first game 15-11 to the
John
Orbein
2:47,
a
win
by
John
Horman,
Colts' duo, but then proceeded to win the
and a forfeit in the heavyweight class,
second game 15-8. And finally in the tiethe Frosh-wrestlers pulled out a win 41breaker, they muscled out a close one, 11 34.
7.
Later that week, the team faced off
"Wetookatime-outinthetie-breaker,
against
CBC. Again, SLUH got off to a
and we saw that Dan [Moore] was losing,
slow
start,
but after winning some close
and we had heard that Tom [Wyrwich]
matches
by
Luke Marklin and Matt
hadlost,andweknewthatTodd[Barrett's]
Spakowski,
the
team went on a pinning
match was close, and we had the mindset
spree
led
by
Justin
Clerc, Mark Murphy,
that if we didn' t win, we would lose
Joe
Gilfoil,
Orbe, Marc
Jon
Kister,
State," said Kevin "The First-Place"
Stevenson,
and
another
win
by Horman.
Moore.
SLUH
The
final
score
trumpeted
another
In the end, itwasthekeyfinal matches
victory
45-36.
that won the State Championship for the
On Friday, the much-anticipated
Racquetbills.
MCCTournamentfinally
arrived. SLUH
Said Nesmith on the finals, "We
hosted
the
five-round
pretty much owned the scene."
see C -WRASSLIN', 8
Assistant coach Bill Rombach said,
"They turned Jt up a notch."
While the varsity team was jubilant
a match.
over their win, the same could not be said
But for the varsity Racquetbills, the
of the JV teams. Only two JV players,
work is not yet done. They still have one
freshmen Chris Guilfoy and Mike Brand,
more tour~ament: the 13th annual Wileven won matc)les, as they finished third
son!USRA High School National Tourin their respective divisions.
nament, held March 3-5 at Concord Sports
"Those guys are the future," said
Club in St. Louis. The last time the tourRombach of the freshman duo. "They
nament stopped here, SLUH took home
have a lot of dedication."
first place, and the racquetbills are lookBut the story for the rest of the JV
ing to repeat the feat.
players, who have traditionally placed
"We need to keep working, practicwell, was much worse. Four of the JV
ing, and getting our butts in the court if we
team's players lost their first round
want to win," said Barrett.
matches, and top-seeded senior Clay
But on Saturday night, it was pure joy
Scanlon had to forfeit his match due to
for the team, especially for the seniors
miscommunicationabouthisplayingtime,
who had been able to witness four straight
and no one from the JV-2 or 4 teams won
State Titles .
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Senior Project 200Q
rzhe :Jusz Pavi[ion: Jl. waiting room for heaven
Joe Hoffman
Editor-in-Chief

A

s the door of the tiny elevator barely big enough to fit a
wheelchair through slowly slid open with a creak, the smell
hit me. I had never smelled it before, but I knew it. It was "the
hospital smell," but not quite. It didn't have quite the same punch
of stark sterility. It smelled more stale. The acid flared in my
stomach, and a wave of that strange depression I always feel
when all the other schools have a snowday but SLUH is only on
a "snow schedule" slinked over me. I wanted to be back in bed.
I longed for the kind of sleep when I wake up every half hour, and
although I'm not tired, I roll over and go back to sleep anyway.
It's not really sleep I guess-more like hiding from the world.
I wasn't in bed, but I was warm. That was the second thing
I noticed: it was hot, way too hot,
and it was always hot there. I
guess when I'm 87 I'll probably
melt my wallpaper off too, but for
rr• •• fie
my current self-centered existence, I was way too hot. I would
remember to wear a short-sleeved
shirt tomorrow.
e~ression
After my personal discomfort was forced to take an·
uncustomary back seat for a while,
we made our way to our boss
Cindy Rieck's office. She came .
out and offered us the customary
greeting: "Boy, you guys are tall."
''The guys are having mass
now," she went on, "butthey will be going to lunch soon. You can
help out there. I guess I'll show you around first."
The Fusz Pavilion is located on the third and fourth floors of
Jesuit Hall on the campus of St. Louis University. It is a retirement center for Jesuit priests and brothers. The third floor is
basically for men who need serious nursing care, while }tie
residents of the fourth floor are relatively self-sufficient. The
third floor also has a recreation room with a big screen TV,
several tables, some recliners, a keyboard, newspapers, and, of
course, a fish tank. The activities area is on the fourth floor.
Having completed our tour, we proceeded to the cafeteria
where the residents were just walking or wheeling in from the
chapel. Cindy made the rounds with us, going from table to table,
introducing us to ''the guys." As she spouted off name after name,
I remember being pleased· with myself when I realized, "Hey, I
don't have to know their names, I can just call them ' Father."'
After introducing us, she told me that I could help Fr. Barry.
She explained to me that he has trouble coordinating his .hands
and moving them to his mouth. I nodded, pulled up a chair, and

sat down next to
the hunched man.
I noticed he had
half of a sandwich in his hand, but that it wasn't progressing
toward his mouth. I sat silent for a few minutes hoping that the
sandwich would make it, but it didn't. So I tentatively took hold
of his left wrist and slowly started moving it towards his closed
lips. I got about four inches and stopped. It seemed like there was
too much resistance in his elbow and shoulder. It scared me, but
I had no choice but to keep going in spite of the fear that I was
doing permanent damage. My fears were soon relieved when I
got the sandwich about three inches from his mouth and he threw
his jaw open, put the sandwich inside, and took a large bite. After
swallowing, he slowly swung his head to the side and gave me an
expression that in the next few
weeks I would come to recognize
as gratitude.
When afternoon came, it
was time for the daily activity.
Each day at 2:30, an activity was
offered for anyone interested and
able. The activity for today was
"What 'Z' Name?" The · game
was in honor of National "Z"
Day, and the idea was to list as
many words starting with "Z" as
possible. I thought it would be
easy, but I was put to shame by
Br. Eilert and Fr. 'Fhro, the only
two residents who regular!y came
to activity. After this game, I was introduced."to what would
become a daily ritual-UNO. We played for abOut an hour, and
I dominated. I thought to myself, "I'll prooably win everyday,
and I'll eventually have to start losing on purpose." That wasn't
necessary; I never won again in three and a half weeks.
Driving home, I started to think about who these old men I ,
would be spending my time with really were. This isn't the
normal retirement home crowd. These are not men who had
families or wives or kids. They didn't have their own little house
with a white picket fence. These are men who devoted their lives
to God. Most of them joined the Jesuit order at the age of 17 or
18 and now are in their 80's or 90's and beyond. Some have been
in the Jesuit order for over 80 years. Eighty years. When I think
of how many lives a man fired by the spirit of God can touch in
80 years of service to others, I want to cry and laugh and scream
all at the same time. I simply can' t fathom it. These men are in a
very real way soldiers of God, and they all have their own story
of heroism. Fr. Blewett, SJ, was a missionary in Japan for many
see FUSZ BALL, 8
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Calendar

FRIDAY. FEBRUARY 4
Schedule #5
Free Dress Down Day
Faculty Meeting @ 1pm
BN-BB@ DeSmet@ 6/7:30pm
V -SW @ MCC Relays @ Chaminade
@TBA
V-HK vs. CBC@ Afton@ 8pm
SATURDAY. FEBRUARY 5
V- WR @ Districts @ Parkway North
V-HK vs. Fox @ South County @ 11 pm
SUNDAY. FEBRUARY 6
Alumni Mothers' Club Cashbah gift
gathering party
MONDAY. FEBRUARY 7
Schedule#2
Father/Son Rec Bowl
SAC Meeting @ 7pm

February 4 • 11

TUESDAY. FEBRUARY 8
Schedule #2
ACES assembly for Juniors
WEDNESDAY. FEBRUARY 9
Schedule #2
Freshman English tutorial
THURSDAY. FEBRUARY 10
Schedule #2
ACES meeting
Rosary in Chapel
Villa/SLUR diversity exchange
FRIDAY. FEBRUARY 11
Schedule #2
Villa/SLUR diversity exchange
BN-BB @ CBC @ 5:3017pm
V-SW@ State Meet@ Columbia, MO
@ TBA thru 2/12

FUSZ·BALL
(from 7)
years. Fr. Manhard, SJ, now 102 (the
world's oldest livit1g Jesuit), was a chaplain on Okinawa in World War II. Fr.
Henley, SJ, wrote the Latin text book still
used by many high schools. Br. Eilert, SJ,
worked on a vineyard for 20 years before
moving to Rockhurst High School. There
he kept the grounds for 20 years, while at
the same time starting a scholarship fund
from money he got recycling aluminum
cans (the fund now has over $200,000).
Now that he has Parkinson's, he makes
rosaries.

The list of great men goes on, and
these men are not the outstanding examples, they are the norm. The men at the
Fusz Pavilion might as well be in a waiting room for heaven.
Having known these men, I can no
longer utter the phrase "A Man for Others" with the same casual flip of cliche. In
the light of these Jesuits' dedication, these
words transcend their former banality. "A
Man for Others" is not simply "A Man
[who does good] for Others," "A Man for
Others" is "A Man [whose life is] for
Others."

~NNOUNCEMENTS
Summer in Spain: The trip to glorious
Spain, open to Sophomores through Seniors, will be leaving June 5 and returning on June 19. The trip is $2050. For
more details, contact Mr. Merriott or Mr.
Bantle.
SLUR has an immediate opening for a
paid track & field coach for the spring
season. The season begins February 28,

2000. 60 hours of college credit are required. Coaching and/or track experience
is a plus. Contact Tom McCarthy at 5310330 x516 or tmmccarthy@sluh.org
Father/Son Rec night will take place on
Monday, February 7, 2000. Flyers with
details are posted around the school. Post
cards have been sent home asking students to sign up.
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C-WRASSLIN'
(from 6)
tournament on the chilly, snowy night
against the four conference enemies. The
Bodyslarnrningbills seized their fate early
in the first round and scored 58 points,
allowing only 31 . Eight more victories
would follow, including a major win by
Boyd Gonnerman, a quick pin by Rob
Nahlik in 1:40, and a terrific test of endurance by Ben Clement with a pin in 5:40.
In the second round, the Bills gathered up another 43 points with wins from
Pete Mahone and pins by Murphy, Kister,
and Stevenson. Round three brought a
feast of pins, including a lightning-fast
pin by Mike Gianino in 1:08 and pins by
Baker, Murphy, Kister, Gilfoil and a major win by Horman. After the smoke
cleared, the Quickpinbills had gained another 46 points for SLUR. The fourth
round was filled with falls and forfeits,
earning SLUH six points in three weight
classes.
CBC was in hot pursuit, only trailing
by 18 points, so the freshmen turned up
the heat by taking their skills and efforts to ·
another level. Gonnerman, Nahlik,
Clemet, and Marlin won early and set an
example for the rest of the team. John
Niehoff followed with yet another quick
pin in 2:37, and then came five straight
pins by Kister, Gilfoil, Orbe, Stevenson,
and Horman. SLUR racked up 64 more
points and captured the MCC victory.
CBC came in second with 216, DeSmet
had 158, Vianney 142, and Chaminade
had 110.
Twelve medals were presented to
SLUH wrestlers. Mahoney and Orbe received bronze medal third places. Silver
medalists Gianino, Murphy, and
Stevenson placed second in their weight
classes. Seven amazing freshmen finished
with shiny gold medals. Gonnerman,
Nahlik, Clement, Clerc, Kister, Gilfoil,
and Horman all stood proud with firstplace victories.
Coach Don Steingruby raved about
the freshmen and said, "Everybody
worked hard and deserved [the championship]. They made themselves better
wrestlers." Theteamfinished9-l asMCC
Champions.

