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Russian Class of 2004 admitted
students fly
to Moscow F
Tom Wyrwich
Editor-in-Chief

Tim Elfrink
Core Staff

I

n only six days, eight St. Louis U.
High students and two teachers will
board a plane bound for Detroit, Michigan. Luckily, this group is also scheduled for another flight, this one from
Detroit to St. Petersburg, Russia, where
the travelers will participate in the second half of SLUH' s annual exchange
with Moscow School 1253. The program, started thirteen years ago by
former Russian teacher George Morris
and continued for the past three 'years
by current teacher Robert Chura, exposes upper-level Russian students to
the culture they have studied for two or
three years.
"It' s an incredible experience for
these guys," said Chura. "They become
immersed firsthand in everday Russian
life and get a perspective that you just
can't get from a textbook."
The group, which consists of Chura,
juniors Sam Hotop, Dave Repking,
Kevin McCarthy, Adam Fitzgerald, Tim
Elfrink, Chuck Larsen, and James.
Newbold, senior Bill Kost, and art
teacher Joan Bugnitz, will spend their
first three days touring St. Petersburg.
A train will then transport them to their
final destination, Moscow, where they
will be hosted by the same students who
spent a month atSLUHearlierthis year.
see WITH LOVE, 2

or270 St. Louis U. . High-bound eighthgraders, the mailman had never been
as popular as he was on Saturday, February 12.
"It's absolutely exciting," said Director of Admissions Mark Michalski of the
day when the
Class of2004
received
their admissions letters
fromSLUH.
"We admitted a wonderful <?lass,"
Michalski
said.
The students come
from 98 schools (25 non-Catholic) and 82
parishes. Forty-five of them are sons of
·alumni, and sixty-five have brothers who
are attending or have attended the school.
Eighteen students ~e both sons and brothers of alumni. One Wisconsin student applied, but was denied.
The class of 2004 is also relatively
diverse. The class is ninety-three percent
Caucasian and also includes seven Mrican-Americans, four Hispanics, three
Asians, and four Filipinos.
However, there were half as many
Illinois students admitted this year as there
were last year, with only thirteen from the
east side. Michalski, though, still claims
that the class is from all over the metro
area.
"One of the strengths of SLUR is we
love to have students from all over the

Metro area. Sharing our ideas makes for a
rich environment," Michalski says.
"There's nothing I like to see more than a
St. Charles kid playing pool with a kid
from Festus."
And the number of non-Catholics are
down to six this year from twenty-nine
last year, with two Lutherans and one
Methodist, Baptist, Protestant, and nondenominational
Christian.
Applied
But
with
an
~Admitted
e v e n
larger
applicant
pool, 24
0
more
than last
year,
there was also a downside to last Saturday: denying 87 prospective students.
"It' s very difficult to say no,"
Michalski said. Because SLUR is a firstchoice school, those denied cannot attend
other first-choice schools.
A committee reviews the applicants
extensively, but Michalski says it is still
hard to make a final cut.
"It is very, very difficult to make final
choices," he said.
For those accepted, their first plan of
action will be Testing Day on March 4.
Those who do not score well will be required to take summer prep courses.
On March 13, the students and parents will assemble for a Mass and meeting, which includes the infamous "That' s
Me!" game. On April 4, they will be
required to attend Academic Orientation.

Cfass of2004: tJJiversitg
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Murphy initiates wellness P.r ogram
Raj Joseph
Staff

R

ecently, St. Louis U. High President
Robert Bannister assigned counselor Deacon Jim Murphy the task of beginning a new "Wellness Project" that, according to Bannister, will "make our students aware of [the] problems" that high
school students face.
For the past four years, Bannister has
tried to start the project with other faculty
members, but "each time the amount of
work overwhelmed them to the point [that]
nothing got done."
Bannister specifically chose Murphy
because he has experience working with
students as a counselor and because he
has worked in the past with other wellnessrelated projects. The administration was
able to free up some of Murphy's time by
cutting back the number of students he
counsels.
Currently, Murphy's approach to
"wellness" is "in as broad a sense as
possible." It includes substance problems,

such as drug and alcohol abuse, as well
emotional and spiritual topics.
Since Murphy was working with his
juniors and seniors for most of the first
semester, he is just now getting started on
organizing a team that will discuss possible "wellness" events. He started by
asking STUCO President Hamilton
Callison to designate someone who would
be interested in leading this project.
Callison approached senior Peter Oppelt
because, according to Callison, he is "one
of the more compassionate students who
gets along with people. He seemed to be a
good person for the job."
When asked why a wellness program
is important to the SLUH community,
Oppelt responded, "It covers important
issues that need to be [dealt with] by
students here at SLUH."
In the current semester, Murphy hopes
to recruit a team that includes SLUH
faculty, students, and parents. So far, the
group includes Pat Garcia, mother ofjunior Mike Garcia, and theology teacher

Mothers' Club recollects
Paul Hogrebe
Reporter
his past Tuesday, February 22, several St. Louis U. High mothers accompanied their sons to school. On this
day, however, the mothers did not
promptly leave after dropping their sons
off on the upper lot, but stayed to participate in a Day of Recollection, an annual
event sponsored by the Mothers' Club.
The theme for this year' s Day of
Recollection was "A Time for Sowing"
and was presented by Marilyn Smith,
Ph.D. Smith, the Health Sciences Campus Minister for St. Louis University, was
the opening speaker of the Mothers' Club
event.
The day started out with with a continental breakfast in the theater lobby,
allowing the participants to socialize and
prepare for the rest of their day. After a
prayer, the mothers were given a chance

T

to receive the sacrament of Reconciliation. The women spent this time reflecting on the recent actions of their lives and
how to better serve their families. Reconciliation was followed by Mass in the
chapel, providing spiritual food before
everyone headed for a fulfilling lunch.
The Day of Recollection is meant to
act as a pleasant break in the mothers'
hectic lives. It allows time for them to
communicate with God in their busy world
and presents a great opportunity to reflect
on life's many challenges. SLUH Mothers' Club president Katheryn Snodgrass
says the Day ofRecollection "gives mothers an annual time to stop and pray."
For one day, SLUH moms got to
come to school. The Mothers' Club moms
sacrificed a small amount of time for
themselves and their spiritual lives. They
were even able to appreciate some of the
experiences the school gives to students.

Deacon Jerry Quinn, who has agreed to
help since he coordinated a previous effort to launch a wellness program. However, Murphy is still looking for leaders in
the junior and sophomore classes to carry
it through the next few years.
When asked whether students from a
public school would have more problems
than students from a Catholic school,
Murphy said that "the kinds of responses
would be similar, but the number of responses would be different. [There may
be1more there and less here."
A possible project that the team will
involve itself with is the Yellow Ribbon
Project, May 7-13, during National Suicide Awareness Week. Murphy would
coordinate SLUH's involvement in the
project, but the team itself would carry
out the work. Once the team is in place,
they will decide their purpose and who
and what to target.
He sees wellness as a valuable service to the community to "put into practice 'Men For Others.'"

WITH LOVE
(from 1)
While Chura thinks half of the benefit of the twenty-three day journey lies
in the cultural enrichment the students
gain, he is quick to point out the immense benefit to their language skills as
well.
"After a week, they'll already be to
a point where Russian won't seem like a
foreign language any more," Chura said.
As for the students going on the
trip, they look forward as much to the
adventure of three weeks in a foreign
culture as they do to the language skills
and cultural experience they will gain.
"I wanted to put into practice the
language I've been learning for three
years," said McCarthy, "but part of the
appeal was certainly the three weeks
away from home, on an entirely different continent."
Hotop agreed, saying, "While I look
forward to a culturally enriching exsee FROM RUSSIA, 4
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Alum responds to co-education proposal
To the Editor:
I write this Jetter in response to "Nesmith considers a co-ed
SLUH," published in the February 18, 2000 edition of the Prep
News. The thesis ofMr. Nesmith's letter seems to revolve around
the problem of sexism at St. Louis U. High School. He proposes
that making SLUH a co-educational school will help so'lve this
"deep-seated and pervasive" attitude.
Simply making a school co-ed will not solve the problem of
sexism. Sexism is not only found in single-sex high schools, but
also in univers ities and in the in the corporate world as well.

Simply putting men and women together in the classroom, or
even in the dorm or office, does not solve the problem of sexism.
Societal attitudes-not physical separation-are the problem,
and change can only be brought about through proper education.
Certainly there would be some advantages to co-education
at SLUH, but they would not nearly outweigh the costs. Students
would develop better social skills in a mixed-gender setting. But
again, that alone does not solve the problem of sexism.
Also, as Nesmith pointed out, perhaps the presence of girls
see GENDER, 4

Dauphin Player thanks SLUH theater patrons
To the SLUH community:
I would like to personally thank everyone who took time out
of their busy schedules to come see the Dauphin Players'
production of My Fair Lady. In my four years in the theater here
at SLUH, I've never performed in front ofa larger audience. This
community's support of theater was stellar this past weekend,
and I want to thank you all.
It is said lhat theater is a transmission of energy, not just
between the actors, but also between the actors and the audience.
The wonderful energy that you all brought in last weekend reaJly
did help to create one of the greatest shows SLUH has seen in
years. It really brought a smile to my face to know that we, as a
cast, were about to touch the hearts and souls of so many. For that
opportunity, I want to thank you all.
My final words are for the juniors, sophomores, and freshmen. You all have at least one more year left here. If you have
never seen a Dauphin Players' production, make it a point to see

CASHBAH
It will be "A Night to Remember" on April I, 2000. That
is the night when all the hard work of dozens of SLUH
volunteers will be rewarded. Students, teachers, and parents all
put their heart into making the auction a s uccess.
But the success of the entire night depends in large part on
the outcome of the oral auction. Have no fear! The items this
year are trips in abundance, to the new Discovery Cove in
Florida, to Chicago for the Oprah show or a Cubs game, to New
York for a Broadway play, to Pebble Beach, to San Francisco,
and the list goes on!
If "collecting" is your passion, how about a framed replica
jersey autographed by Stan the Man, or a bat signed by homerun king Mark McGwire, or an autographed Blues Jersey?

one. I assure you that you will not be disappointed. Also, if you
have even the slightest inkling to get involved in the theater, do
so! You can't be cast if you don't audition! Even if you go, and
get cut, no harm is done. If you do get cast, it'll be a lot of work,
but it'll also be the time of your life. Also, stage crew offers
incredible opportunities, and you can offer your help whether
you are a freshman or a senior (just be ready to work EXTREMELY hard!). Even box office and production staff are
important parts of SLUH theater in which you can be involved.
What I'm saying is that ifyou wantto be involved, get into it! It's
worth it, trust me.
I close by reiterating the message we put at the end of all our
programs with: please pray for peace and support the arts. Thank
you all for helping to make SLUH theater as wonderful as it is.
Sincerely,
James Malone '00

UPDATE
Jewelry has always been an important element of SLUH' s
oral auction, and this year the baubles are truly quite exquisite.
There is a 14-carat gold amethyst slide designed just for this
occasion. Elegant diamond earrings or a double strand pearl
bracelet will be the prize of the highest bidder.
As always, there will be beautiful antiques restored by
Brother Witz and his talented crew.
When the catalogs are delivered to your door, take time to
highlight the items on which you want to bid. The "priceless"
dinners usually go to those who have organized with friends
prior to auction night. So, if you want to be the winner of the
annual "Pig Roast" or traditional "Trash Can Dinner," first call
your friends and then hold that bid card high!
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GENDER
(from 3)
would not impede the ability of a SLUH
boy to learn and progress academically.
But, from a practical standpoint, ~im SLUR
afford to support the new sports teams
that would be created for the girls, or
would they be allowed to play on the
boys' teams? Would tuition have; to in~
crease to support the addition of such
programs, and would the alumni continue
their gracious monetary support if SLUH
wentco~ed?

Another issue Nesmith addressed was
raising the "intellectual caliber" of SLUR: ·
if SLUH went c~ed, would the Admis~
sions Office have to modify the application to say "all those below the 95th percentile need not apply" in order to prevent
the certain deluge of applications that
would result from the inflated applicant
pool? If not, the Admissions Committee
would have to disappoint many more aspiring young men and women.
Furthermore, what would happen to
the girls schools if SLUH took away their
brightest and best? Losing these students
is not in the girl schools' best interests.
Nesmith points out that such amove would
allow more students to attend the girls
schools that refuse applicants because of
lack of space. But on the other hand, there
would be a similar number ofboys that are
turned down becau.se of lack of space at
not only SLUR, but the other boys schools.
DeSmet, Priory, Vianney, etc., can only
hold so many students.
It was stated that "it does not appear
that an education as strong as SLUH' s is
currently available to young women in
Saint Louis." But if John Burroughs performs better than SLUR in certain academic areas, it would seem that such an
education is being offered to young women
in Saint Louis. Also, if a Catholic education for young women in Saint Louis
cannot be found to parallel or exceed
SLUH' s education, then shouldn' t the girl
schools strive to offer such an education
rather than relying on SLUR becoming
co-ed to accomplish this task?
Finally, I wish to address the statement that "women have faced extensive
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discrimination not only in society, but in
(from 2)
change experience, I'm going to have
the Catholic Church" and that Mr. Nesmith
some fun at the same time."
is "not sure if [he] should have expected.
That's not to imply that the group
any different from an organization that
doesn' tfeel any apprehension about the
has in the past been, perhaps, less-thantpp, especially being faced with life in a
accepting ofwomen." It is true that women
stranger's home in a foreign culture for
cannot hold the office of priest, bishop,
an extended period of time.
cardinal, or pope. .But they can hold the
"Yeah, I' 11 be n,ervous for the first
office of sister oro nun, spiritual director,
couple of days, but we' ll have a good
advisor, and saint, not to mention the
time," said McCarthy.
many other opportunities open to women
Hotop, looking vaguely worried,
in Church-run institutions. The greatest
wondered aloud, "They aren't going to
saint in the Church is not a man, but a
speak English over there, are they?"
woman: Mary, Our Lady, the Mother of
God. She is venerated and remembered in
practically every chapel, church, ·cathedral, and basilica throughout the UniverSt. Louis' only weekly
sal Church, by most priests, nuns, sisters,
high school newspaper.
bishops, cardinals, and the Pope, and holds
www.sluh.org
more feast days than any other saint.
prepnews@sluh.org
Mother Theresa also held a very honored position in the Church as an advisor,
Volume LXIV, Issue 22'
spiritual guide, spiritual director. The
people who listened to her included the
Editors-in-Chief: Joe Hoffman, Tom
Pope. She did not desire anything more or
Wyrwich
feel left out of the Church due to her sex.
EditQci: Allen Cavedine
The list is not limited to these two. It goes
Sports Editor: ·Dan Graesser
on and on, back through the varied and
Features Editor: Mike Lovinguth
colorful history of Holy Mother Church.
Core Staff: Billy Davidson, Tim Elfrink,
Andrew Ivers, Peter Smith
Were s ·L UH in a desperate situation
regarding lack of applicants, or if Saint
Staff: Raj Joseph, Ryan Old~i
Photo~WWhy:Matt Guelker
Louis did not have such a unusually large
Reporters: Alex Born, Ryan Brennan, Tom
number of Catholic, private, and singleBroekelmann, Dan Butler, Frank Fiock,
sex schools then, perhaps it should go coed, but until then I believe it should r~" ·. Steve Luebbert, Drew Niermann, Kevin
Rose ':
main all-boys. A solution to the problem
Computer
Consultant: Mr. Bob Overkamp
of sexism should be sought down differMr. Jim Kelly, Mr. Patrick
Moderawrs:
ent avenues.
Zarrick
Sincerely,
The Prep News is a student publication
Gregory Donovan '96
of
St.
Louis University High School. Copy- ,
Editor's Note: The Prep News received
right ©2000 St. Louis University High
more than one letter voicing similar opinSchool Prep News. No. material may be
ions on this issue, but due to space rereprinted without the permission of the
straints, only Donovan's letter was pubmoderators and editor-in-chief.
lished.
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ANNOUNCEMENT
Attention to all Lacrosse Players: There
will be a meeting in the commons for all
players (no parents) on Tuesday, February 22, at 3:15 p.m. Coaches for all
teams will be there.

Nightbeat

Last night, in the semifinal of the
basketball district, the Junior
Basketbills fell to the Cadets from CBC
by a score of 38-28.

,- -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Puckbills end'00 season in loss to DeSn1et
Todd Turner
Reporter

C

onsecutive losses to conference rival DeSmet in the quarterfinal round
of the annual Mid-States Championship
series closed out the season for the
Hockeybills. The 4-1 and 6-1 scores did
not reflect the true play of the Icebills
during the rest of the tournament. SLUH
had lost both its regular season games to
DeSmet, but hoped to skate toward another miracle on ice tQ honor their seniors,
captains Mike Rengel and Ken Cicuto,
plus Dan O'Very, Chris Wirtel, and Jim
Mohan.
Junior goaltender Geoff Schuessler
had stellar performances in goal on both
nights, knocking down close to ninety
shots on net during the two games. In
these games, the Busenbills were unable
to produce the same type of offensive
attack that had led to huge victories in
rounds one and two of the tournament.
The lone goal during Monday night's
game came from sophomore forward John
Greffet. Greffet picked off a DeSmet
breakout pass, and buried "the biscuit in

the basket." On Tuesday night, sophomore forward Bob Lachky denied the
DeSmet goaltender his shutout when he
roofed the puck over the goalie's left
shoulder after a beautiful saucer pass from

his junior linemate Chris Prater. The
whole team stepped up their level of play,
but it was not enough for a victory.
Coach Busenhart's Puckbills finished
the regular season 11-9 with a 3-2-1 playoff record. The first round of the tournament was a mere warm-up for the
Playoffbills facing the Vikings of Francis
Howell. With the wins of4-2 and 6-1, the

"en fuego" line of Prater, Lachky, and
Mantovani contributed the majority of the
goals for the series.
The same line dominated play in the
second round versus Marquette. Although
the first game ended in a 4-4 tie, the
Mustangs were reduced to ponies in the
deciding game, as the Jr. Bills took a 6-1
lead. Unfortunately, in this game junior
captain Todd Turner was lost for the rest
of the season as he checked a Marquette
forward into the the boards and sepe.rated
his shoulder. Strong defensive play by
senior O'Very and freshman Mike
Hutchinson filled the void left by the
injured Turner. SLUH's victory over
Marquette was one of the few upsets during the hlgh school hockey playoffs.
The Hockeybills will only graduate
five seniors and look forward to a strong
2000-2001 season boasting eleven current juniors on the their roster. The team
would like to thank all of their fans (especially the trout fishermen and Hooligans).
Last but not least, they would like to
commend the efforts of their coaches
Charles Busenhart and Ray Knapp.

Wrestlers pin down year of learning
Alex Born
Reporter

F

ebruary is known to most as a month
of snow, love, and Presidents. To
wrestlers, it means so much more-the
end of the wrestling season. It is a time
when SLUH grapplers are faced with unfamiliar situations and strange sights, such
as seeing daylight after school, and remembering what it's like to eat on a regular basis. The off-season is a time for
wrestlers to rekindle interests and restore
those seemingly distant social lives.
February also brought the State Meet
for the two SLUH wrestlers who advanced
past the Sectional Meet. These wrestlers,
sophomores Brendan Boyle and Colin 0'
Brien, wrestled at the meet last Friday in
Columbia, Missouri against the toughest

competition in the state. Unfortunately
for these young Junior Bill wrestlers, the
matches were rough, but they did provide
very good experience. O'Brien, wrestling at 140 pounds, faced Tim Dillon of
Howell North in the first round and fell by
a score of 14-3. Boyle, wrestling at 103
pounds, lost to Mike Zuniga of Northwest
in the first round before losing 9-1 to Josh
Buatte of Fort Zumwalt South in the first
round of wrestlebacks.
As spring approaches, SLUH wrestlers can reflect on an impressive season,
one of improvement, upsets, and achievement. The SLUH wrestling program is
still a relatively young team. With only
three seniors on varsity, the wrestling
team needed leaders-and they got them.
Senior captain Steve Gosik, and fellow
seniors Brad McDale and Jason Riggs

were just the leaders SLUH needed to
wrestle with confidence.
"[The seniors] were great this year.
Steve was a great captain and Riggs and
McDale were great leaders," noted sophomore Brendan Boyle. On paper, it appeared to be a tough year for SLUH,
finishing under .500 for the year on the
varsity level. However, with the help of
leaders like Gosik, McDale, and Riggs,
SLUH wrestlers turned a losing year into
a season of improvement and growth.
As SLUH wrestlers look back on an
impressive year and look forward to an
enjoyable off-season, they anticipate an
impressive 2001 season and look with
high hopes to each other for the Ieadershlp
they will need to prevail in the season to
come.

Her Majesty
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Frank:Fiock
Reporter

of basketball success

In overtime, the Jr. Bills continued to ·
play strong, containing the Cape guard,
but another three tied the game again at 55

A

ny student who has taken Physics B
knows that p is the variable used to , ".
represent momentum, and p=mv is a com- . .: ·
mon equation for momentum. However, :
another more fitting equation is p= Jr.
Billiken basketball, because the
Maurerbills have.picked up two big wins ·
on their way to the State Tournament.
The action started last Friday night
when the Cape Central Tigers, from Coach .
Maurer's hometown of Cape Girardeau,
came to spoil Senior Night. The Jr. Bills ., .
started strongly under the leadership of ;~: :: ;: .
five starting seniors, namely small for- ·...·:
ward Steve "Oakland Pride" Stock and
center Thomas "Why Does Everybody
and sent the game into double overtime.
Hit My Car?" Elliot. Strong offense and
With strong-under-pressure performances
a mostly consistent defense gave the
by Troy "The Great American Hero"
Basketbills a 28-24 advantage at the half.
Lindbeck and newcomer sophomore Sean
The margin grew to 15 as the Jr. Bill
defense held the Tigers to a single-digit
Reidy, the Jr. Bills pulled out a victory 6159. Lindbeck led Jr. Bill scoring with 26,
third quarter score. The boys in blue kept
while pet ox Matt "AU-district Ox" Sinclair
rolling until the fourth quarter, when a
had 12 rebounds.
Cape Central guard started hitting threes
While the game celebrated senior
like they were layups, quickly narrowing
leadership, it also looked to the future
the lead and eventually tying the game in
with the addition of two sophomores,
the closing seconds 51-51.

by Peter Smith
FRIDAY. FEBRUARY 25
Schedule #2
NHS meeting @ Activity Period
ACES Big Brother's Rec Night
SATURDAY. FEBRUARY 26
Upward Bound admissions test @
8:30am-10:30am

Calendar

Reidy and Kevin Schroeder. On his first
varsity experience, Schroeder said, "It
was like butta."
"The Big MO" carried into the first
round of districts, as the fourth-seeded Jr.
.Bills took on fifth-seeded Ritenour.
Ritenour came out shooting, hitting 6
threes in the beginning minutes and tak·ing a quick double-digit lead. The
Basketbills were not fazed, though, and
slowly closed the lead to 22-15 at the
.quarter. From then on out it was SLUH
domination as Ritenour would only score
19 more points the rest of the game in a Jr.
~ Bil158-41 rout. The Jr. Bills were led by
' ,: chatty pet ox Matt "Press Conference
· Ox" Sinclair, with 13 points and an un.heard of 17 rebounds. Sophomore Adam
Siebenman scored 12, despite an injured
ankle that took him out during the second
half. Luckily, the injury was quickly attended to by Mrs. Dagogo-Jack, Karibi's
mother. The Troy wonder also put in 11,
Kris Lowes sunk 10, and the new sophomore sensation Reidy scored 6.
The Jr. Bills hope to continue their
momentum into their game Thursday
against CBC. Check the PNNightbeat for
highlights. If the Jr. Bills win, come and
support the team again at Ladue in the
district finals.

February 25- March 3, 2000

Schedule#2
Junior retreat at White House thru 3/1

V-BB@ State Sectional Games@
TBA

TUESDAY. FEBRUARY 29
Schedule#2
ACES Assembly for Freshman/
Sophmores
College visit:
Southeast Missouri
State University

THURSDAY. MARCH 2
Schedule#2
Senior tuxedo measurements
U.S. Air Force AcadCollege visit:
emy & ROTC Program

SQNDAY.EEBRUARY27
MONDAY. FEBRUARY 28
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WEDNESDAY. MARCH 1
Schedule #2
Senior tuxedo measurements

FRIDAY. MARCH 3
Schedule#5
Faculty meeting@ lpm
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