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Violence in Haiti ca.ncels Senior Project
Rob Hutchison
Sports Editor

A

midst the misfortune and setbacks
of the Senior Project trip to Honduras, another trip has suffered its own misfortune. The Senior Project trip to Haiti
headed by Terry Quinn has been canceled, as well as two other trips sponsored
by Washington University and another
adult program, due to an increase in violence in the country.

Quinn left last Friday to survey the
sites where the students would be staying
and worldng. He returned to St. Louis
Tuesday evening. Upon his return, he met
with Principal Robert Bannister and President Paul Sheridan, S.J., to discuss what
he found in Haiti.
Quinn reported that two nights before
hestayedintheWall'slntemationalGuest
House, two gunmen had broken into the
house and fatally shot two guards. The
next day, at the nearby Visitation Guest

House, another gunmen held a gun to a
priest's head, forcing him to open a safe
andhandoverthepassports,planetickets,
and money that were inside.
Quinn talked to short-term as well as
long-terrnvolunteersandresidentsofHaiti
about the violence. Both groups agreed
that the violence, in general, has gotten
worse since the revolution, and that it is
directed mainly at foreigners. These factorscausedBannister,Quinn,andSheridan
see HAITI , 4

Sisyphus to Cc>mmission votes dow-n
publish Yellow Key design proposal
Bill Richoux

winter issue ---·----Editor

Joe Hoffman
Core Staff

ocket change. A quarter is just
pocket change. And a quarter is all
that one need spend on January 29 to
acquire a personal copy of Sisyphus.
Sisyphus is the St. Louis U. High
literary magazine, showcasing original writings and artwork from the
SLUH community. Nineteen-ninetynine will be the 20th year that Sisyphus
has been published.
Sisyphus takes its name from the
Greek mythological character who, after repeatedly outsmarting the gods,
was sentenced for all eternity to repeatedly push a giant rock up a mountain
only to have it roll back down upon
nearing the summit.
To moderator Rich Moran, this
see ROLLING STONE, 2
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yellow menace is creeping toward
the KingsOak neighborhood, residents and SLUH staff members fear.
Yellow Key Payday Car Title Loans
:is trying to open a business on the southwest corner of Kingshighway and
Berthold. This business would occupy
commercially-zoned property which has
previously been both a credit union and a
Kentucky Fried Chicken.
The proposed establishment would
give loans against customers' cars for
possession of the car title. Yellow Key
would also provide payday loans-loans
to customers in return for a postdated
check which could later be cashed by
Yellow Key.
There has been some confusion over
the function of the proposed business.
Initially the business intended, in addition
to its other services, to cash governmentissued checks for people without check-

ing accounts, while charging considerable service fees.
The neighborhood, as well as St. Louis
U. High, feared such an establishment.
"There is kind of the reputation of
these places, that ... people steal government-issued checks and take them to a
place like [Yellow Key]," according to
SLUH Director of Advancement Joe
Patke. "We really do not want this to be in
our neighborhood."
Yellow Key now denies any plans to
make such transactions. According to attorney Lawrence Kaplin, a representative
of Yellow Key, "[Yellow Key] does not
intend to give cash out. If we do not have
cash, we would not be inviting crime."
Despite the claims of the representatives of Yellow Key, though, neighborhood residents still fear the possibility of
Yellow Key shifting its position and deciding to cash government checks, thus
possibly inviting crime.
KingsOak neighborhood association
see YELLOW, 4

.,.

2

News

Tournament Lockers
helps aid caned by St.
Hondurans Nicl1olas
James Ivers
Reporter
'

C

lose to 100 SLUH faculty and students began fighting just over two
weeks ago for the title of best pool shark
in their class. Last Wednesday, the winners were finally announced.
Much more than two weeks of work
went into SLUH's first annual pool tournament, however.
In mid-November, science teacher
Hung Pham, S.J., had the idea of a pool
tournament whose proceeds would benefit the Honduras fund. With input from
his students and other interestedBillikens,
Pham refined the idea and took it to Assistant Principal Eric Clark.
The plan was for the tournament to
begin at 8 a.m. on the morning of November 23. It would cost three dollars to enter,
and there would be two prizes for each
grade level: twenty dollars cash and an
elegant dinner at the Jesuits' residence.
Recreation room manager Richard
Witzofsky, S.J. and math teacher Kate
Thaman, along with Pham, organized the
event.
Eighty freshmen, twenty-five sophomores, fifteen juniors and seniors, and
twenty faculty members entered the tournament.
All told, the event collected $360,
$257 of which has already gone to Honduras. The rest is either un-paid or going
toward the cash prize.
First prize for the freshmen went to
Mike Gau, second prize to Andy Skosky;
the sophomore winner was Alfred Watson;
the junior/senior winner was Dan Grubbs,
and the winner from the faculty was Bill
Anderson.
Pham thanks everyone who partici•
pated or supported the tournament in any
way, especially Witzofsky and Thaman.

Chip Deubner
Reporter

A

n angel got its wings and certain

bells rang last Friday as SLUH
stude:nts returned to school. With wideeyed amazement, Billikens throughout
the school proclaimed their surprise at
the hundreds of candy canes lining the
halls. Visions of sugarplums, which
had danced in their heads all Thursday
night, were now made manifest. Well,
almo~t. Each and every lock was outfitted with a candy cane from "St. Nick,"
as inscribed on the label.
Many students, for a brief instant,
had the thought that perhaps Santa really did exist. The true culprits, however, were none other than the members of the Mother 's Club. Leading elf
Karen Troll and Mothers' Club President Jackie Chehval organized the
event.
"I thought it would be a way to
bring the Christmas spirit to the students," Troll said. "Candy canes do
that."
Many students, having made
messes of their candy canes, were seen
in homeroom with sticky fingers and
red-stained lips.
"The minty flavor and shiny stripes
brightened my day, and my breath was
fanstastic," senior Matt Hicks remarked.

ROLLING STONE
(from 1)
title is symbolic of the "tireless effort it
takes to produce something beautiful."
Moran, along with fellow English
teacher Frank Kovarik, will be the moderating Sisyphus this year. Moran moderated the magazine for 11 years; Kovarik
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will be acting as a moderator for the first
time, though he is not without experience.
He was a literary editor for three years
while attending SLUH as a student in the
early nineties.
Moran has a dual motivation to produce the magazine. He hopes "to encourage i>eople to write or to draw," and in
addition, he wants "to give people entertainment."
The Sisyphus staff consists of eight
students. The literary editors are seniors
Ryan Fox, Steve Meier, Dan Schaller, and
juniors Steve Chapman and Sean O'Neil.
The arteditors are seniors Steve Kuppinger
and Ronn Frerker. Junior Joe Hoffman is
the layout editor.
The literary editors will have the task
of selecting which of the submitted stories, essays, plays, and poems will be
published.
Anyone in the SLUH community
wishing to make a submission should put
their work into the black Sisyphus box in
the English office by January 4. Submissions should be typed and only have the
title on them.
A separate sheet of paper should be
included with the title of the work and the
author's name. This system allows submissions to be judged anonymously.
The art editors will have the similar
duty of selecting which artwork will be
included in the magazine. Art submissions can include drawings, prints, photos, paintings, etchings and woodcuts,
storyboards, etc. Submissions can be made
to either of the art editors. The deadline
for submissions is January 7.
The Sisyphus staff wants to make it
clear that Sisyphus is not just limited to
students. In the past, both literary and art
submissions have been made by faculty
members. Alumni have also had works
published.
Moran gives a warning though. He
explains that because of space restrictions
(usually around 32 pages), the longer the
work is, the better it must be in order to be
included.
Thanks to the work of former editor
Jeff Ebert, the last eight issues are available at the Sisyphus web page: http://
www.sluh.org/sisyphus/ index.htm
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Juniors must fi~l void during Senior Project
It's that time of year again. Next week, seniors have
exams, and after that the seniors will be gone until January 28.
The juniors, then, must take over leadership of the school. For
over a month, the senior's absence will leave the juniors in a
new position-leaders.
The eight seniors on Student Council will be gone, senior
advisors won't be in freshman homerooms, and the editors of
the Prep News won't be around. This is not to say there won' t
be any seniors here. After school and on weekends they will
still be at practices and games, but from 8 a.m. until 3 p.m. the
school belongs to the juniors. How the juniors use this time
will show a great deal about their leadership ability.
These next few weeks will be a good test for the junior
class. If this fall's Spirit Week was any indication, they will
perform ably. But this is more than Spirit Week. This is

everything in the school, from CSP to yearbook. How the
juniors perform will be a good indicator of what is to come
next year.
There is no question that the junior class has talent. The
involvement of seven juniors in the Prep News is rather
remarkable when compared to the last few years. And CSP has
five juniors who regularly participate.
But there needs to be more involvement. The Dauphin
yearbook has only a few juniors involved. The Prep News
needs about twice as many juniors to staff the papernext year.
CSP always welcomes more involvement, and the various
clubs throughout SLUH are open to new members.
So, juniors, get involved, work diligently to continue the
work the seniors have started, and enjoy your time in charge
of the school.

____________________________
,

LETTERS ~ro THE EDITORS
STUCO Update: Pep Hally, Blender, Christmas Drive
Hello, Jr. Bills, this is your secretary, Tony Puleo, and I
need to tell you about all of the exciting events we have
coming up.
First of all, today after school in the gym we are having a
pep rally. These are always a good time and it will give you a
chance to meet our winter sports teams. I cannot tell you
anything detailed but you will definitely see me with my shirt
off.
Jordan Rouff says, "You should go because stuff is good
and I like stuff so I am going to see the stuff." It will be a good
time and I will see you and Jordan after school today.
The next thing is we have our world's first Blender
tomorrow night, which is a mixer for juniors and seniors. It
starts at 8 p.m. and ends at 11 p.m. The ratio of guys to girls
is expected to be 1:5, which can be very beneficia1to some of
you Jr. Bills.
Senior Brendan 0' Neal says, ''I'm thinking the Blender is
going to be pretty money because I've had fun with the
younger girls at mixers, and it is about time for me to bump and
grind with some girls my own age." Join him at t.he Blender
and have a good time.
Finally, we Jr. Bills always try to do something for others.
We are running a Bosnian Christmas Drive, which has been
successful the last few years. Seniors Ryan Keefe and Paul

Brockland agreed that "the Bosnians will go bonzai for all the
gifts."
Many of the people who we help are overwhelmed with
the help we give them. You should be well into your collection, so keep up the good work.
Thank you,
Tony Puleo
Secretary

Cfarijication
Last week's article "Honduras trip on track" noted that
"One possible problem the [Senior Project] group may face
is cholera; inim.unization against the disease would give
them a fifty percent chance of contracting the disease." The
statement should have been worded as follows: "Immunization against the disease would give group members a fifty
percent chance of av~iding contracting cholera, should they
be exposed tq it." The Prep News regrets any confusion
resulting from this poorly worded sentence.
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president Elaine Torrez plans to fight all
attempts to build a Yellow Key branch in
the neighborhood. She noted that a similar business is only 1.8 miles from the
proposed site, so there is no dire need for
such a development.
In addition, Torrez noted that "these
businesses usually steal from the poor."
Currently, the parking lot of the property is leased by Auto Air, a company that
details and services cars. Yellow Key
hopes to sublease the entire property, including the building.
Last night at city hall, the St. Louis
Heritage and Urban Design Commission
considered a proposed design for this establishment. The commission regulates
architecture and design ofproposed buildings and renovations along some historical corridors in St. Louis.
The design for Yellow Key Payday
Car Title Loans caiied for a monument
sign, detached from the building, along
Kingshighway, raised lettering along its
facade on Berthold, and a beige-colored
building with a dark green roof.
Yellow Key had previously presented
another proposal to the commission, a
proposal which the commission roundly
rejected. Last night's proposal was in appeal to that rejection.
Neighborhood residents and representatives of Y eJiow Key presented their
arguments before the panel.
"The signage would not be garish,"
said Kaplin. "It will be an attractive building."
The majority of the commission did
not agree, however, and the proposal was
rejected by a 5-2 vote.
Then Kaplin, the Yellow Key representative, approached the panel and requested a vote simply on the proposal for
its sign along Kingshighway, which called
for a 48 square-foot green sign to be
placed in sight of many of the neighborhood homes. This type of appeal to the
pa nel typically does not occur in such a
forum.
This second proposal was defeated
by a 5-l vote after one panel member left,

disgusted with the previous losing vote.
This ruling leaves Yeiiow Key the
opportunity to continue to work out a
compromise with the staff of the St. Louis
Heritage and Urban Design Commission.
In aii proposals, Heritage and Urban
Design Commission staff director Kate
Shae holds the authority to make a unilateral decision, rather than defer to the commission panel, as happened on Thursday
night.
To the delight of the neighborhood
residents, Shae explained, "Ifthere is community opposition, I do not feel comfortable to make a [future] decision [approving Yeiiow Key's plan]."
Although the panel ruling will not
definitely prevent the establishment of

HAITI
(from 1)
to decide to cancel the trip.
"Our main concern is for the safety
of the students," Sheridan said. "What
good would come from our sending students to places where they want to help
only to have them fatally shot? I don't
think I could live with myself if that
happened."
Bannister added his own opinion,
saying, "We had concerns about the the
housing and other conditions even before Terry went down to survey Haiti.
His reports that there was an increase in
violence supported our belief that the
trip should be canceled."
Senior Chris Schaeffer commented
on his trip being discontinued: ''I'm a
little disappointed, but I look forward to
working with the same group to aid the
same issues in the format we had originally planned."
Other questions now face Quinn
and the other members of the trip group.
One is to decide whether to perform their
senior projects as a group or as individuals. Another is to recoup the money they
have invested in plane tickets to Haiti,
and to de termine what should be done
with the money that was collected from
supporters.
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Ye11ow Key, it did retard its development.
Residents were elated with the decision. Two faculty members who live in
the area, English teacher Rich Moran and
theology and art teacher Mary Whealon,
attended the meeting.
"1 feel good about the cooperation of
the neighborhood and the school," said
Moran.
Jesuit Superior Jim Knapp, S.J.,
strongly opposes Yell ow Key's proposed
development.
"Homeowners in this area and the
school have a right to try to keep a positive
element in the neighborhood," commented
Knapp. "If we have businesses this close
see YELLOWER, 8

Of these questions, finding other
options for senior projects is the major
concern at this point.
Bannister said, "We will work with
the students so that they can be in a
senior project. I hope that the senior
project and its goals are not jeopardized
for the students on this trip."
Sheridan, echoing Bannister's
thought, said, "Given the resources of
SLUH, Terry, and the students, I don't
think it will be hard for them to find
individual or group projects for themselves. My only concern is that the students have the same enthusiasm with
their new proj ect(s)."
Several ideas for group projects have
been suggested, including a trip to Belize
to aid Dick Pearle, S.J. in educating
children. Another option is working with
Fr. Biting, S.J. in Appalachia, supplying
food for the poor and visiting shut-ins.
Commenting on the conduct of the
students, Quinn said, "I am very impressed with how well they are taking
the news. I think that it's really important that we keep in mind that the students didn ' t have the option as to whether
or not they wanted to put up with the
violence."
Senior John Wright, another group
member, said, "It's unfortunate that at
the time when they need the most help,
we are unable to aid them ."

'I
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Puckbills Ba·s ketball shoots well,
rise, then fall makes one out of two
Paul Fedchak
Reporter
he Puckbills played twice against division teams this week.
In the first game, the Jr. Bills battled
the Dragons of St. Mary's.
The Puckbills fired several shots and
drew a power play before St. Mary's could
even get an offensive chance. However,
the Dragon goaltender made several early
saves to keep St. Mary's in the game.
SLUH finally put itSelf on the board
as the first period came to a close.
On a set play from a face-off just
outside the Puckbills' zone,'freshman forward John Greffet beat the Dragon
defenseman to a loose puck. He zipped
past the Dragon defenseman, finding himselfone-on-one with the ste1lar St. Mary's
goaltender.
Greffet then fired a shot high over the
goaltender's blocker to give the lcebills
the 1-0 lead.
Junior defenseman Mike Rengel continued the barrage with a second period
goal to give the Jr. Bills a 2-0 lead. St.
Mary's quickly responded with a gmil on
a quick shot caused by a turnover in the
Puckbill defensive zone. The Icebills did
not let up, however, and Rengel added his
second goal of the night to give the Jr.
Bills a 3-1 victory.
Boasting a 5-l record, the B usenbills
directed their efforts toward one of the
best teams in Mid-States, the DeSmet
Spartans. DeSmet came out flying, verifying its rank among the league's best.
The Spartans scored early and often, taking advantage of every opportunity afforded to them, and winning 7 to 1.
The sole highlight for the Jr. Bills
was a second period power play goal from
junior defenseman Dan O'Very. The
Icebills missed several other opportunities, prompting senior alternate captain
Vince Chehval to say, "We are a much
see SLAP SHOT, 6

T

Geoff Zeigler
Reporter

T

he varsity basketball team began its
season on Friday night with a trek
across the mighty Mississippi to play the
Maroons of Belleville West.
In front of a small yet boisterous
crowd ofsupporters, the Junior Bills came
out running, using their quick outside
passing and tenacious defense to overwhelm the Maroons. The Basketbills hit
over fifty percent of their shots in the first
half.
The Bills headed into the locker room
with a 39-29 lead. Throughout the third
quarter, however, the Maroons began to
claw their way back into the contest, and
the Jr. Bills suddenly found themselves in
foul trouble.
Midway through the fourth quarter,
the game was knotted up at 52 apiece. A
quick three-pointer, numerous rebounds,

and clutch free-throw shooting helped
Belleville West nail down the game, escaping on its own · floor with a 62-59
victory over the frustrated Junior Bills.
Kevin Doherty led the Bills with seventeen points, while Kevin Shortal pitched
in with twelve points in the losing effort.
The team looked to rebound from its
opening-game loss when it visited the
cramped confines of the Vianney Griffins' gymnasium on Tuesday night. Once
again, the Maurerbills jumped out to a
quick first quarter lead, this time thanks to
the timely shooting of Shortal, Doherty,
and fellow senior Keith Schunzel.
These three carried their hot hands
into the second quarter, as the Junior Bills
built up an eight point halftime 1ead. Heading into the second half, the team was
confident its lead would not slip away as
it had in the previous game.
Their lead grew to ten points, and
see JUMP SHOT, 6

When .w-aves subside,
Swimmers touch wall first
Brendan Kearns
Reporter

S

wimniing coach Terry Murray is
very enthusiastic about this year's
swim team. The team returns with a
strong core of seniors, including school
record-holder Josh Heisler, state qualifier Ryan Keefe, sprinters Paul
Brockland and John Peni11a, breaststroker Matt Pellman and utility man
Brendan Kearns. Key underclassm~n
include Anthony · Casal one, Ste.ve
·Luebbert, Kevin Rose and Nick Crow:
Unlike other swim teams in t~~
area, the Murrayb1lls do not suffer from
a lack of numbers. In fact, the tearri
holds two practices so the pool will not

be as crowded.
After their traditional trip to the
Outback Steakhouse to start the season,
the Speedobills opened their season at
Forest Park against Clayton.
The Greyhounds were outmanned
by the Bossbills and were easily defeated 141-37.BrendanKearnsandRyan
Keefe both qualified fpr state in the 200
individual medley and 100 butterfly,
respectively.
.
.Last Friday, the Aquabills traveled
io the far n~aches of west county to face
off against Lafeyette, one of the strongest teams in. St. Louis and a perennial
.state powerhouse.
The Swimbills won the 200 medley
see BY THE POOL, 6
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Wrestlers grapple with
open spots, look to future
Dan Gass
Reporter

T

he Headgcarbills took on the Maroons of Belleville West last Friday
night. The team hoped to build on the
good things it accomplished against
Hazelwood West and avoid another listless start.
Brendan Boyle accomplished the latter of these two objectives by pummeling
his opponent 19-3 in the I 03-pound weight
class. His tech-fall put five team points on
the board and fired up theNewSingletBills.
Boyle's points, however, would be
SLUR's only points until senior captain
Chris Abbot took his first win of the year
at the 130-pound weight class. Abbot displayed no mercy, inflicting as much pain
as poss~ble on his unlucky opponent.
Abbot nearly pinned his first victim
of the year by holding him in a doublechicken wing for almost an entire period.
The conclusion of this painful period resulted in Abbot achieving a 9-1 major
decision.
Unfortunately, the team could not
manage to ta.J<e consecutive wins; the next
points the team saw came from junior
Steve Gosik in the 150- pound weight
class; Gosik won his match 2-1 in a battle
of technical violations.
These three strong wins gave the
HaltNelsonBills 12 points for the final
score. The Maroons finished with 63.
Coach Tim Curdt remarked, "The
Belleville match was a stronger match for
us-we came out as a team and wrestled
aggressively. But we just had too many
open weight classes."
One can't help but agree with aresounding "true dat" to Curdt's statement:
six holes in the Bills' lineup gave the
Maroons 36 points for merely showing
up.
The team hoped to turn around its
slow start on Tuesday night when it hosted
the Francis Howell Central Spartans. The
Spartans started the night with three for-

feits for open weight classes, giving SLUH
a quick 18-point lead.
However, the Bills lost the points
later in the night with three open weight
classes of their own. SLUH's only other
points carne from a stellar match by captain Chris Abbot. Abbot gained huge nearfall points after trying to stack his opponent several times in the first period.
The match was finished by the middle
of the second period, with Abbot techfalling his opponent 15-0.
Despite their strong start, the
Reversa!Bills gradually lost ground, finally losing 52-23.
Coach Curdt commented, "Except
for one strong match, we were flat. On
Saturday we need to keep our forms and
come out better-prepared to wrestle."
Saturday the team will travel to
Mehlville for some good ole-fashioned
tournament fun.
The Junior Varsity team managed to
split the two matches, falling to the
Eastsiders 48-28 and defeating the Francis
Howell Spartans 30-28.

BY THE POOL
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.
relay to open the meet, and Josh Heisler
and Brendan Kearns finished 1-2 in the
200 individual medley, both qualifying
for state.
The Lancers battled back, however.
Going into diving, Lafayette Jed by four
points, and they held on till the end and
beat the Speedobills 97-8K
The Speedobills traveled to Parkway Central on Wednesday. The scor~
remained close throughout the meet, with
the lead changing several times. The
deeper Aquabills squad outlasted Cen~:
tral in the end, winning 99-87. · Nick:
Crow had two season bests in the 200
and 500 freestyle, and SLUH managed'
to win every relay in the meet.
Over Friday and Saturday, the
Zarrickbills will be participating in the
Marquette relay meet.

- -- - -- --
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then the momentum suddenly shifted to
Vianney's side. Thanks to outside shooting and some uncommon mistakes by the
Junior Bills, the Griffins tied the game at
fifty with close to four minutes left in the
fourth quarter.
An important basket by Schunzel and
a three-point play by junior Jus tin Howard
quickly turned the tide back in the Junior
Bills favor.
Thanks to some clutch free-throw
shooting by the Bills, the game ended
with a 62-54 triumph over the conferencerival Griffins.
Once again, Doherty led the Junior
Bills with twenty points, while Shortal
added twelve in the winning effort.
Though only six players scored in the
game, the bench, led by the spirited play
of junior Dan Hannis, played a major part
in securing the late lead.
Many believe that the win proved
that the Maurerbills have the talent and
the heart to play a significant part in the
MCC race this year.
"Tonight the team put forth a good
effort," said Coach Maurer, following
Tuesday's victory. "We played with a lot
of heart, because at times we didn't play
with our brains. Still, we did what we
needed to do at the end of the game.
Defense definitely won the game for us."
The Junior Bills will be in action
tonight, as they take on rival CBC in
SLUH' s gym. The B-team game will start
at 5:30, followed by the varsity contest at
7:00. Come and support the Basketbills as
they look to go 2-0 in the MCC.

SLAP SHOT
(from 5)
better team than the score showed.;'
. The Busenbills c'o ntinue to fight
against division rivals Saturday night at
Affton against the CBC Cadets at 8:45.
The team thanks. fans for their support
Monday night and hopes to continue to
attra~t such large crowds.

----------~ -- ·
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rationale of all risky sports''
f£verest survivor speaR§ at S£./lJJ{
Patrick Zarrick
Moderator

"The more improbable the situation and the greater the
demands made on [the climber}, the more sweetly the bloodflows
later in release from all that tension. The possibility of danger
serves merely to sharpen his awareness and control. And perhaps this is the rationale ofall risky sports: You deliberately raise
the ante of effort and concentration in order, as it were, to clear
your mind of trivialities. It's a small scale model for living, but
with a difference: Unlike your routine life, where mistakes can
usually be recouped and some kind of compromise patched up,
your actions, for however brief a period, are deadly serious."
-A Alvarez
Sailing through the air on an over-the-handlebars flight in
the Ozark backcountry on a recent OEC ride, I was reminded how
quickly and ruthlessly disaster can strike following a momentary
lapse in concentration. My thoughts were confirmed a<> my right
knee came crashing into a lone boulder jutting up from the forest
floor. Herein lies the paradox for my fe1low OEC members and
myself: Part of the thrill of outdoor adventure comes in focusing
oneselfon the task at hand amidst a perilous setting. To forego the
risk is to dissipate the challenge, but in order to embrace risk one
must embrace danger as well. Somewhere between the two
extremes, we try to reach a tenuous balance.
Perhaps nowhere on earth is this juxtaposition of risk and
survival put to the test as on Mount Everest. Rising to a height of
29,028 feet, it is the highest summit on earth. Over 130 people
have perished in their attempts to reach this sacred pinnacle.
Unquestionably, the deadliest day in the mountain's history
occurred on May 10, 1996, as numerous ill-fated expeditions set
out in quest of the summit. Nine climbers would perish that day,
victims of a powerful storm that mercilessly laid siege to the
mountain, and three more lives would be lost by the end of the
month. Yet the line between mortality and herorism can be very
fine. As Robert Falcon Scott noted just prior to hi; demise in
Antartica, "Had we lived, I should have had a tale to tell of the
hardihood, endurance, and courage of my companions which
would have stirred the heart of every Englishman. These rough
notes and our dead bodies must tell the tale."
Unlike Scott's tale, a number of survivors emerged from the
Everest disaster in 1996 to tell their own stories; one of these
survivors is Dr. Seaborn Beck Weathers. Weathers, twice left for
dead while on the mountain, was in St.Louis recently to share his
gripping story with a packed house in our Performing Arts
Center. Weathers's presentation was part of the Everest Adult
Lecture Series, a cooperative program offered by the St. Louis
Science Center and St. Louis U. High.
Weathers spoke dramatically of his near:ly fata.l encounter

with Everest. Left for dead by the rescue team, he slipped into
what he thought would be an eternal sleep. But after 22 hours in
the storm, Weathers said, "A miracle occurred-! opened my
eyes." Amazingly, Weathers struggled to his feet, nearly blind
and badly frostbitten, and began walking into a 50 mile per hour
wind that he thought was coming from the direction of the camp.
"I was a dead man walking ... but I wasn't frightened," said
Weathers. "All I felt was an overwhelming sense of melancholy
... thatl would not say 'goodbye' and 'I love you' to my wife."
Even after Weathers stumbled into camp to the shock of all, his
fellow climbers still believed he would not make it through the
night. Lying exposed to subzero winds and barely alive in his
dilapidated tent the next morning, Weathers recalled hearing a
departing member of the group say, "Don' t bring him down, he's
going to die anyway."
Fortunately for Weathers, author and fellow group member
Jon Krakauer stuck his head into Weathers' s tent, wishing to pay
his last respects; to his surprise, Weathers was still alive. Upon
seeing Krakauer,Weathers, who had been screaming futilely into
the wind for a couple of hours, exclaimed, "[Expletives deleted]
What's a guy have to do to get a little help around here?''
After Weathers was left for dead a second time, attempts to
save his life finally began in earnest. Two days later, weak,
dehydrated, and with gangrene spreading throughout his body,
Weathers lay at 19,630 feet, knowing that he would not survive
a trip down the mountain. A helicopter rescue would be his only
hope, and at that altitude, to think of such a rescue would be "a
joke" said Weathers.
But the tale of determination would go beyond Weathers's
exploits. A local woman at the camp described a pilot friend in the
Nepalese army: "I know a man who believes he has a brave heart,
but he has never been sufficiently challenged to know if this is
true." This lieutenant colonel executed a daring rescue of Weathers and another climber.
Safe at home, Weathers began a painful and seemingly
endless recovery amidst much soul-searching. Weathers's "ruthless pursuit of success, goals and ambition without balance" had
turned his life into a mess; his wife and children had left him, he
would eventually lose his right hand, nose and assorted fingers to
the effects of frostbite, and his professional career was in question. After much persuasion, his wife agreed to give him a year
to get his act together.
Fortunately for Weathers, in what perhaps is his greatest act
of courage, he was able to rebuild his family and career. "I traded
my hands for a family and a future ... and it is a bargain," said
Weathers. Looking back on the entire experience, Weathers
reflected, "In the final analysis, the only thing that matters are
those that hold you in their hearts, and those that you hold in
yours."
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ANNOUNCEl\1ENTS
The social "Blender" of the year will be
held on Friday from 8:00pm to 11:00 pm.
The Blender is open only to juniors and
seniors.
ATIENTION MUSICBlLLS: The band
Parking Lot B will be playing the Creepy
Crawl tomorrow night. The show begins
at 6:00pm. All music lovers are invited to
come and support the band.

by Phil Rutterer

December 11, 1998

Calendar

FRIDAY. DECEMBER 11
Schedule#2
Last day for seniors to change schedules ·
Rosary in chapel
Senior retreat meeting
College visit: UMSL
V-SW@ Marquette Relays@ 5 :30pm
C-BB@ CBC@ 4pm
B-BB vs. CBC @ 5:30pm
V-BB vs. CBC@ 7pm
CSP @ Our Little Haven @ 3-Spm

SATIJRDAY. DECEMBER 12
STUCO Blender @ 8pm
V-SW@ Marquette Relays-Diving
Finals @ 1Oam
Swimming Finals@ 1:30pm
V-WR@ Mehlville Tourney
V-HK vs. CBC@ Afton@ 8:45pm

December 11 - 18

Schedule#S
Sophomore Prayer Service
B-BB vs. St. Mary' s @ Spm
V-BB vs. St. Mary' s @6:30pm
V/JV/C-WR@ Windsor@ 7pm
Free dress down day

WEDNESDAY. DECEMBER 16
Schedule #8
Junior Prayer Service
Free dress down for seniors
Senior Exams: English-8: 18
Modem European History (1818
students, 2hr)--10:16
AP Microeconomics (2 hr)--12:55
V-SW vs. Parkway West@ 4pm
CSP @ Our Little Haven @ 3-Spm
CSP @ Truman Home @ 3-Spm

THURSDAY.DECEMBER17
~AY,DECEMBER13

Band Concert@ 1:30pm
Vocal & Dance Concert @ 4pm

MQMMY. DECEMBER 14
Schedule#2
Last day for Seniors to turn in applications due Jan. l4
C-BB @ Jennings @ 4pm
V-SW vs. Francis Howell @ Rec-Plex
Freshman Prayer Service
Freshman English Tutorial
Sisyphus editors' meeting
SAC meeting @ 7pm
CSP @ Karen House @ 3-6:30pm
~mAY,

DECEMBER 15

Schedule #8
Senior Exams: Physics, Biology- 8: 18
Theology- ! 0: 16
Anatomy & Physiology- 12:55
C-BB vs. DuBourg @ 4pm
B-BB @ Mehlville @ Spm
V-BB@ Mehlville@ 6:30pm
College visits: DePaul University

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18
Schedule #8
Senior Exams: Language-8:18
Math (BC Calculus, 2hr)--10:16
AP Politics (1818 students, 2hr)12:55
V-HK vs. Vianney@ Affton@ 8pm
CSP @ Our Little Haven @ 3-5pm

YELLOWER
(from 4)
to the school and to our houses, we want
[these businesses] to be reputable and we
want [them] to be something that is going
to be a positive influence in the neighborhood, and [as for] the traffic that they
cause in the neighborhood, we want that
to be positive as well."
In the past, the school and the neighborhood have had objections to various
proposed business developments.

A couple of years ago, an attempt to
open up an adult bookstore on Manchester not far from SLUH was defeated. About
six years ago, in the shut-down Musial
and Biggie' s restaurant, a developer sought
to open a " gentlemen's club," essentially
a strip club.
Fortunately this plan was never carried out, as the club would have been
located on the site of the new extension of
the Science Center.

