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SLUH chorus ~;ings Alleluia to Pope
John Paul I I at Kiel Center rally
Mike Connolly
Reporter

E

arlier this week the musicians of the St. Louis U. High community found themselves rising early in
the morning.
These musicians arrived at Saints
Peter and Paul Church in Soulard at 7:15
a.m. with one intention: to rally the youth
of St. Louis into a God-fearing frenzy.
They accomplished this task with
stunning prowess, tearing the house down
with such crowd-pleasers as "The Gift to
be Simple" and "Gospel Train."
The SLUR musicians were joined by
the choruses of Rosati-Kain, Visitation

Sisyphus on
sale today
Compiled from sources
his offer is not available in stores.
Your only chance to pick up the first
issue of St. Louis University High's biannualliterary magazine, Sisyphus, is now.
It is "one of the better magazines that
has been published in recent years," according to moderator Rich Moran.
"The magazine boasts great stories
by seniors Will Armon and Matt Graves,
as well as fine poems by such aficionados
as senior Ryan Fox and juniors Ken
Nesmith and Kyle Smith," Moran continued. "The artwork and layout look particularly good this issue and the staff was
especially pleasant."

T

Academy, Cardinal Ritter, the Collegiate
Ensemble, and the Young Catholic Musicians.
By far the favorite of the pieces,
though, was the theme of the rally, "Cry
the Gospel," which, to the delight of the
musicians and audience, was perfonned
five times.
"ljustcan'tgetenough of that song !"
said junior Paul Felsch of "Cry the Gospel."
When not performing, the minstrels
were treated to such euphonic specialists
as the Supertones and DC Talk, both of
whom integrate their Christian message
with energetic rock.
TheKieJCenterwaspracticallycrack-

ling with young Christian energy in anticipation of the Holy Father's arrival.
Those in attendance were not disappointed.
When the Popemobile was finally
parked in the Kiel Center, the pontiff gave
the youths a speech to remember as he .
light-heartedly poked fun at the Rams.
After the homily the musicians regaled
His Holiness with several hymns.
Senior Ryan Auffenberg performed
a solo during the Gospel Acclamation in
front of the Pope and more than twenty
thousand youths.
The energy from the fourteen-hour
affair spilled out onto the streets, where
band members spontaneously broke out
into song.

Two pieces of art that
stand out in Moran' s mind include a pen and ink drawing by
art teacher Joan Bugnitz and
the magazint:' s cover art, provided by senior Steve
Kuppinger.
Editor Ryan Fox said, "I
missed out on the decision·
making and editing processes,
but I am glad to see the choices
that the editing staffmade. I'm
especially grateful to Dan
Schaller for putting in a lot of
extra time on this issue."
All this elegant writing
and affecting artwork can be
purchased during activity period and both lunch periods for
the low, low price of only 25
cents per copy.
Sisyphus artwork unveiled.
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LETTER.S 1r0 THE EDITORS
Malone responds to editorial
To the Editors:
I am responding to last week's editorial on Saturday school
(''The best decision," PN, January 22, 1999). In said essay, ifl
may summarize, it was not-so-subtly insinuated that any problems we had with exams on Saturday were due w childish
attitudes, and no real problems existed. Well, I strongly disagree,
because there were problems with these Saturday exams.
I don't know if any of the editors have jobs; I am guessing
not, because of their total ignorance toward how an employer
reacts when you have to tell them only three or four days in
advance that you cannot work as scheduled. I had to do this, and
I was told that I had to either get someone to trade hours with me
or I would be fired. Luckily, I was able to find someone to trade
with me, but I am sure that there were many others with problems
similar to mine. Also, anyone working on Friday night lost a day
of studying. I think that these are more than simply childish
problems.
And what about people who thought they could leave on
vacations or trips? It can take months to plan a vacation, and

delaying a day can cause major problems. We were delayed two
days. Many people had problems with this. Obviously, this isn't
a childish problem, unlike the silly protests that you claimed were
all we complained about.
I feel that asking for a fair, thought-out, well informed
editorial isn't asking for all that much. I guess it is, since we, the
student body, can't seem to get it. Unless, of course, the Prep
News' stance that the administration is always right can't allow
such truths to come to light. In conclusion, I am only asking for
unbiased reporting. I surely pray I'm not hoping for too much.
James Malone III
Class of '00

EDITORS' NOTE: In fact, Assistant Principal Arthur
Zinselmeyer allowed anyone with a conflict due either to a job or
vacation to take the exam on the following Monday. All a student
needed was a note from a parent.

STUCO offers excitement!
To the Editors:
Well, boys and girls, it's a new year, a better year , one to be
reckoned within years to come (so we predict). I sure: hope all of
you underclassmen survived without the unparalleled leadership
and companionship of the senior class. We were off being the
"men for others" that we truly are around the St. Louis area and
beyond. Many of our proj-ects were cut short by unpredicted and
unforgiving weather conditions. The experience for some may
have felt more like an extension of Christmas break, but either
way, everyone found some time to journey into his selected
project and attempt to better our community or others around the
world.
Back in the SLUR community, the basketball team has
continued to dominate the St. Louis area. Just la5-t week, the
varsity Maurerbills triumphed easily over the helpless, overrated
Vianney Griffms. And j ust yesterday, the team took on the
competitive Chaminade boys. Two huge games are packed into
the next two weeks, with both DeSmet and CBC looming in the
future. The competitive nature of Matt "The Rock" Hicks could
be seen behind the numerous rolls of medical tape and former

volleyball pads as he commented, "This game is great, but the
unforgiving floor leaves my body dismantled and yearning for
more tape." Kevin "Dough" Doherty, Matt Hicks' s senior teammate, had this to say about their season: "If you thought we kicked
Vianney all over the court, wait till next week when we leave the
Spartans stupefied and the Cadets clamoring for their mommies."
As for the other sports happenings around SLUH, the
Wrestlingbills have been "Cruse 'n" through their season thanks
to the leadership of Mr. Curdt, Mr. Chura, and Mr. Steingruby. As
seen on the Channel2 Prep Sports Show this past Saturday, Scott
Ziegler has been proving that the Racquetbills are continuing
their tradition of excellence.
I hope you all have enjoyed this week's update from your
fellow STUCO members. If you have any questions or suggestions, fell free to drop in the office, but don't get too comfy-this
isn't an underclassmen lounge. So just sit back and enjoy the
second semester. See you next week.
Sincerely,
Tim Wells
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Senior Project '99:
((Peopfe mag dou6t
Recife, Brazil
wliat we sag, 6ut theg
Reflection by Ryan Fox

S

ervice. The word eluded me.
When I thought of service, I pictured myself spending three
weeks in Recife, Brazil amidst pure destitution-combing the
alleys and gutters for people to feed, finding abandoned children,
feeding those who couldn't feed themselves. I pictured myself
and my eight companions from St. Louis University High as
some champion clan of workers for the poor, for those who don't
have as much as we do. I wanted to be shocked out of my self and
into some instant realization of how to help.
I thought by now I'd have known it, I thought by now I could
sum it up clearly, outline it, give some insight into niy experiences and then have everyone listen
and know.
One morning we walked
through the poorest part of Jordao, a
poor suburb of Recife. This area
hadn't received running water for
eighteen days. Trash was scattered
in piles everywhere, and chickens
pecked through it. Sewage lines ran
open beside the roads, and kids
reached in to retrieve their soccer
balls when they had been kicked into
the ditches. The houses were concrete-walled, the floors either concrete or dirt, with sheet-metal or
clay-tile roofs.
In one yard, surrounded by piles
of trash, I thought I saw a dead dog lying on its side, its four legs
extended parallel to the ground in rigor mortis. I stood staring,
transfixed, when a little boy ran out from around the corner,
wearing nothing but a diaper, carrying a ball in his hand. He was
laughing.
We visited the home of an elderly woman. She blessed each
of us as we entered, then she talked with Sister Ellen, the Oblate
Nun who was showing us around. The woman sobbed as she
spoke of her middle-aged son. He had gone crazy. We sat down
and listened to her; ants in organized paths crawled up the walls,
walls adorned with paintings of the Virgin Mary, crucifixes, and
saints. We couldn't understand a word of her Portuguese, but as
we left she hugged each one of us and wept with joy. As I c~ossed
the concrete slab bridging the sewage ditch, -r looked back, and
beside her house, face-down in the grass, lay a middle-aged man;
I assumed it was her son. She stood at her doorstep, smiling and
waving at us until we had left her ·s ight.
At this point the biggest frustration was not the fact that our
temporary neighbors were living like this, not that we would

wi[{ 6e[ieve wliat we

(\~)

do."

\11(

return home in a matter of weeks to running water, wann
showers, and widespread sanitation, but that we couldn't communicate with these people. For the briefest of moments we
existed in similar frames of reference, and that had to be enoughit was all we had in common. We couldn't pretend to know what
it was like living a lifetime like theirs, and they couldn't comprehend the way we live in the United States, but for those moments
we existed beside them, we
glimpsed into each other's lives
and realized a world beyond our
own.
We were serving in the truest sense of the word-we were
servants, we attended to these
people as they attended to us. It
1
seems that in the United States our
first and most telling reaction to
poverty is guilt, and the need to do
something about it--extinguish it
quickly, donate money to charities, treat the symptoms as if they
are some infected, gangrenous limb
of society . I went down to Brazil
with tltat attitude, as if we were the
only ones with the right tools to fix this poverty.
And it was only when I outgrew the notion that we were
fixers of some sort that I could see through poverty to the people
who experienced it. This is what they knew. They are as much a
product of their environment as we are of ours, and for us to
dismiss this as in need of remedy can be an act of denying their
reality. The boy who ran out from behind the piles of garbage and
the dead dog wore a smile that beamed, and that woman's
blessings meant more to me than anything I could hand her.
All we had to give was a smile, a hug, a simple blessing-it
seemed too easy to be service-and then the problem is all of a
sudden you're not serving, you're just living, and your service
won't be bound by hours, projects, or missions, but only by the
limits you' re willing to place on your generosity.
It's the human. connection that matters, the fact that, for at
least a moment, they were aware of a world that still cared about
them, not as charity cases or as Those In Need of Our Help, not
as social or economic responsibility, but as a human responsibility, as people.

We were serving in the
truest sense of the word-we were servants we
attended to these peopfe as
theg attended to us.
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Off.:.carnpus coaches assum.e increasing role
Inj{u~ in

JWnjacufty coacliing staff raise$ questioru

MichaeJ :J:..o~vinguth
Layout Staff
n the last few years, the composition of St. Louis University
High School's coaching staff has changed considerably. More
and more coaching positions are now filled by individuals who
are not SLUH faculty members.
These "off-campus coaches" are a growing concern for the
SLUH communitY: Currently, sixteen off-campus assistant
coaches are employed by SLUH, coaching in nearly al1 of the
Missouri State High School Athletics Association-sponsored
•. i
sports.
Athletic Director Richard
Wehner commented that this is
"not an ideal situation."
Every day after school,
Wehner noted, adults who do not
teach at SLUH guide and coach Jr.
Bill athletes. The coaches have little
time to interact with these students,
save the time given to them in
practice. While these coaches do
not hold head positions, they are
nonetheless an integra] part in any
athlete' s training.
Why is SLUH bringing in these coaches? Unfortunately,
there ·are too many assistant positions to fill, for almost every
sport at SLUH fields teams at the freshman, junior varsity, and
varsity levels. SLUH teachers- many of whom assist in
extracurriculars other than athletics-simply do not have the
time to take all of these positions.
These off-campus coaches, it should be noted, are not
arriving inexperienced. MSHSAA requires sixty hours of college credit for assistant coaches, arid head coaches must hold a
teaching certificate.
For all new and incoming coaches, a "coach's certification"
course must also be completed. Every school-sponsored sport
must have a head coach who is a faculty member, holding a
teaching degree.
However, concerns remain about off-campus coaches. For
most sports, athletes only meet with their coaches for two hours
after school and at games or meets. Thus, there is no chance for
"interaction between students and off-campus coaches during the
school day, a situation that can frustrate the development of
relationships between athletes and coaches.
Another question is how off-campus coaches fit into SLUH' s
overall philosophy of athletics. Since the majority of these
coaches are not alumni, some may be unfamiliar with SLUH's
philosophy and tradition in athletics.

I

A number of alumni do serve as assistant coaches, however,
many times under the same coaches that guided them at SLUH.
Student-athle~t?S often identify with these alumni more easily. However, only a third of the coaches brought from off
campus are alumni, according to Wehner, and finding other
coaches is hard work.
Wehner, who is in charge of finding, hiring, and interviewing coaching prospects, must often resort to word of mouth and
ads in local newspapers to find applicants.
Although many prefer coaches from the SLUH faculty,
much ofthe response from student-athletes to off-campus
coaches-especially those
coaches who are alumni-has
been positive.
Junior Mark Monda said his
experience with alumni offcampus coaches has always
been very favorable.
"Just because they're not
presently at SLUH ... doesn' t
-Mark Monda
make them any less of a coach,"
Monda said. Monda runs crosscountry, a sport which had three off-campus coaches this past
fall, two of them SLUH XC alumni.
Coaches' responses to this issue have varied. Head track
coach Tom McCarthy says, "The hardest part is communication
and staying organized." McCarthy has had some difficulty contacting off-campus coaches, due to differences in their schedules.
Head .cross-country coach Jim Linhares's experiences have
been more favorable. Two of his coaches, Rob Behm and Pat
Hamel, have coached with Linhares for the past four and three
years, respectively, and both are alumni of the SLUH crosscountry program.
Linhares is "rea1ly supportive" of his alumni and feels they
work well because "they're still part of the school."
"It's great if you can get te~chers, but if you can find guys this
dedicated, it's also great," Linhares said.
Varsity football coach Gary Kornfeld has five off-campus
coaches, none of them SLUH alumni. He says that his situation
has "not been a hindrance," because he has found "quality
people" to help him.
Although the response from coaches remains mixed, all
agree that the ideal situation would involve a teaching/coaching
staff.
Ultimately, Wehner says that there are three top priorities for
all of his coaches, no matter where they are from: "Is he good to
the kids? Does he teach the Spirit of SLUH sports? How much
does he know about the sport?"

(1ust because they're not
present[y at SLW . ..
doesn't rna~ them any fess
of a coacli"
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DeSmet

barE~ly

Paul Fedchak
Reporter

L

ast Saturday the Puckbills went into
their biggest game of the year in the
midst of their biggest slump of the year.
Since the team had won only one of its
pasttengames. A victoryovertheDeSmet
Spartans seemed unlikely.
The Skatebills' woes continued as
DeSmet scored an early power play goal
to take the lead. The Spartans showed
why they are a Midwestern hockey powerhouse, racking up more than 20 shots in
the first period. After one period and 22
shots from their opponents, the Puckbills
trailed 2-0.
The second period paralleled the first
as DeSmet continued its dominance. The
Spartans added another twenty shots and
two more goals, including a breakaway
by standout Tim Niedbalski. Sophomore
goaltender Geoff Schuessler stopped 37
shots through the ftrst two periods to keep
the score at 4-0.
As hopes of winning the Jesuit Cup

5

skates by Puckbills

dimirushed, the Bills fought back and
took control of the game. Junior forward
Chris Wirtel put the Jr. Bills on the
scoreboard with a goal on a two-on-two
break. Later in the third period, sophomore forward Todd Turner added a second goal.
The Bills continued bombarding the
DeSmet goaltender with shots but failed
to beat him until the fmal minute of the
game. Junior defenseman Dan O'Very
fired a slapshot past the Spartan goaltender
to bring the Icebills to within one.
Coach Charles Busenha:rt pulled the
goaltender for a sixth attacker and the Jr.
Bills managed two more shots on goal
before the buzzerrang with DeSmet ahead
4-3.
The Skatebills carried their tremendous third period effort into Tuesday
night's game against Lafayette. Missing
:more than a half dozen players due to the
Pope' s visit, the Icebills knew they would
face a formidable challenge.
L afayette jumped ahead to a 1-0 lead,
but sophomore forward Matt Durbin tied

the score at one, at which it remained
through the end of the first period.
Early in the second period, the Lancers again jumped ahead by one. However,
the Rinkbills came back once again as
senior forward Paul Fedchak scored on a
backhand shot from the slot. The two
teams battled evenly for the rest of the
period.
The Puckbills took control of the
game in the third period. Midway through
the period, Wirtel put the Jr. Bills ahead
for good, scoring on a rebound.
The Busenbills continued dominating the game, adding a fourth goal by
freshman forward John Greffet on arebound of junior Mike Rengel's shot. A
big save by Schuessler with less than two
minutes remaining secured the 4-2 victory for the Icebills.
The Jr. Bills finish their regular season and gear up for the playoffs this weekend. They take on the DuBourg Cavaliers
Friday night at 11:00 at Affton Ice Rink
and St. Mary's Saturday night at 8:45 at
Affton.

Racquetbills prep~ are for state Basketball
Tom Wyrwich
Core Staff

F

or years, the SLUH Top-Seed Tournament has been a warm-up for the
state racquetball championship the following week, but to the three SLUR players that participated at the tournament last
Saturday, especially seniors Scott Ziegler
and Mike Miles, it was not merely a warmup: it was a wake-up call.
The brightest spot for SLUR at the
tournament was junior Todd Barrett, who,
despite a nagging ankle injury, was able to
win first place at the third seed in the
tournament. His finish was the key to
SLUH's victory in the tournament. SLUH
finished with 145 points to second-place
Kirkwood's 105.
It was the second-seeded Miles and
the first-seeded Ziegler who encountered

the most problems in the tournament. Both
made it to the finals, but ended with second-place finishes in the end.
Miles faced off against Kirkwood's
Eric Jablonski, whom he had defeated
twice in the regular season, but Jablonski
came out victorious 7-15, 15-14, 11-8.
"The match showed me that I cannot
take my opponents too lightly; I have to
play well," said Miles.
Ziegler once again had to face
Marquette's freshman sensation E.J. Basta
in the finals. Basta had defeated Ziegler
two weeks earlier at the Winter Rollout
tournament, and Ziegler was seeking redemption. Unfortunately, Basta won in a
tweaker, 14-15, 15-10, 11-9.
Despite the distressing results of the
tournament, the Jr. Bills have the utmost
confid.e nce in the one quality that has
see RACQUETBAJJL, 6

ranked 20th
Geoff Ziegler
Reporter
w i t h a reappearance in the PostDispatch polls, albeit at number
20, the varsity Basketbills looked to
make more noise with a game against
St. Dominic last Friday and a game
against conference foe Vianney on
Monday.
Friday night was Senior Night, so
the five seniors, with Will Armon leading the way at center, started the game
against St. Dominic.
St. Dominic played fairly consistently for the first half, while the Junior
Bills struggled to hang onto the ball and

seeBBALL,6
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(from 5)
put the ball in the basket. Surprisingly, St.
Dominic muscled out a four-point halftime lead, much to the dismay of the
sparse crowd.
The first half was fu 11 of missed shots,
stupid fouls, and lackluster play, causing
the Junior Bills to fall behind against a
team they should have overtaken. ·
Thethirdquarterwasadifferentstory,
as the varsity Basketbills scored eight
consecutive points to put them slightly
ahead of St. Dominic going into the fourth
quarter.
The Billikens increased their lead to
ten points with just over three minutes
remaining in the game. Once again,
though, things unraveled and the lead was
soon cut to one. However, with a missed
shot by St. Dominic and the knocking
down ofafewfree throws, the Junior Bills
held on for the 55-52 victory.
Seniors Keith Schunzel and Kevin
Doherty led the team with eighteen and
fifteen points, respectively.
With the Vianney game being moved
up a day due to the papal visit, the Junior
Bills looked to continue their mastery of
the Golden Griffins on Monday night.
With a boisterous crowd on hand, the
Maurerbills appeared to al.ready be blessed
by His Holiness, as the team jumped out to
a five-point lead after one quarter.
Pinpoint passing and the execution of
team defense, led by Matt Hicks, Kevin
Doherty and Troy Lindbeck, during the
second quarter helped the V arsitybills to
extend their lead to nine points by halftime.
After a ludicrous display of basketball play at half-time by some of the
SLUH cheering section, the real basketball team came out and continued right
where they had left off, playing as a team
rather than as individuals and extending
the lead to eleven after three quarters.
The fourth quarter started with a bang
as Frank Fiock completed a three-point
play, following a steal and a lay-up, and
the lead suddenly ballooned to sixteen.
The lead never shrank below fifteen, and
the game ended with the Jr. Bills on top
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56-40. Fiock led the team with 17 points,
while Schunzel chipped in eleven.
TI1e Maurerbills, 6-1 in their last seven
games , 4-1 in the MCC, and 10-6 overall,
looked to improve on all three when they
took on the Ayers from Chaminade last
night.
Next week, the Basketbills visit
Oakville on Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. and
return home to face DeSmet on Friday at
7:00p.m.

RAQUETBALL
(from 5)
never failed their team: depth. All but two
varsity and N players have the number
one seed in their respective brackets.
Although some believe Kirkwood
poses a definite threat to the Jr. Bills,
many players believe SLUR's depth will
give it the easy victory.
"I don't think they really have any
chance of winning," said Miles.
No matter how the state tournament
ends up, the whole team encourages and
appreciates anyone who can come up and
cheer on the Racquetbills on Saturday.

Prep 9\&ws
o/a{entine's Va Issue
Once again, the Prep News will
offer prospective Romeos and Juliets
the opportunity to publish messages of
affection to their significant others in the
nineteenth annual Prep News ValenHnes Day Issue. All patently benign valtmtines will be printed, free of charge, on
Friday, February 12.
ValentiMs may be submitted on a
blankpieceofpaper. No malicious, cruel,
vulgar, or otherwise offensive valentines will be accepted. Valentines must
be submitted to the Prep News office no
later than 3 p.m. on Friday, February 5.
TI1e Prep News is also accepting
valentjnes from the following local girls
schools: Nerinx Hall, Cor Jesu Academy, Ursuline Academy, Villa
Duchesne, Visitation Academy, and St.
Joseph's Academy.

Prep Nevvs'
Nightbeat
RACQUETBALL
Against Parkway Central last night at
Concord Sports Club, the varsity raequetball team won 5-2 and the JV team
won 4-1.
BASKETBALL
In a low scoring game that had high
levels of intensity and tension, the Varsity Basketball team defeated the
Chaminade Flyers 33-30. Senior Matt
Hicks shined in the game as he scored
the three pointer which gave the Jr. Bills
the lead with five seconds remaining
and then stole the ball on Chaminade's
inbounds pass, holding onto it as time
expired. Seniors Keith Shunzel and
Kevin Shortal led the team in scoring
nine points and eight points respectively.

Announcements
The SLUH Father's Club is sponsor. ing the second annual SLUH Father-Son
Rec-Bowl Monday, February 8, 1999.
See last weeks Prep News for the sign-up
sheet. Sign-up sheets must be in by February 1, 1999.
Prep News is encouraging underclassmen, especially freshmen who have been
hesitant to join, to come to a brief assignment meeting in the Prep News office,
located at the west end of the Jesuit Wing
on the second floor, to begin after school
on Friday, January 29, 1999.
Attention Juniors: The junior class
meeting has been changed from yesterday, January 28, 1999, to Monday, February 1, 1999. It will take place during
activity period in the Theater.
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Norgay stands on the top of th,e world
f£Verest cumber ta(~ a6outja11WUS jatfze0 11WUfttain cfim6ing
lifelong dream of standing on top of the world where my father
stood." '
It had been a lifelong dream ofNorgay's to stand where his
father had stood in 1953. The elder Norgay and Sir Edmund
Hillary were the first people to reach·the summit of Everest.
The following is the second half of the feature begun in last
"Since my father had climbed [E\i~~est], I wanted to follow
week's Prep News:
in his footsteps.) looked up to him as
orgay and the IMAX team arrived
my greatest role m'Odel, which is tough.
in Camp 4, at 26,000 feet, at 2
I always wished that·he was a plumber
p.m. They went to bed at 5 p.m. in order
or a carpenter. It would have been a lot
easier for me," Norgay said.
to rest up for their relatively short, but
arduous, climb to the summit.
The Everest that Norgay saw was
virtually the same as the one his father
At 11 :00 p.m. the team arose, gathered their equipment, and at midnight
witnessed. There is more trash, and
began walking. Each person carried an
definitely more people, bu~ for the most
oxygen mask, two bottles of oxygen, ·
part Everest is the same. The biggest
and a headlamp. In addition, the ten
difference between today .and 1953 is
Sherpas continued to carry the IMAX
the equipment. Modern eq4ipment is
camera.
stronger, lighter, and longe.r-:lasting. But
"As the sun was rising we noticed
even with their better equipment, today' s
the weather was beautiful," Norgay
climbers have almost as difficult a time
said. "When you have good weather
reaching the suinmit as Hillary and
the chances of getting to the summit are
Norgay's father did.
very, very high."
"The mountain hasn't changed much;
The climb from Camp 4 to the
equipment has changed a lot. Climbing
summit took 12 hours. Three of those
has become a little lighter today,"
were spent filming the"IMAX inovie.
Norgay said. "Weight-wise, it's a lot
"It gets more and more difficult;
easier to climb today."
j ustputtingonefootin frontoftheother ·
For example, a 1953 oxygen bottle
becomes a chore up here,': Norgay said.
weighed 16 pounds and lasted for four
When the expedition reached the
hours. Modern oxygen bottles weigh
From Into Thin Air, by John Krakauer
six pounds and last"forsiX ~:tours. Today' s
South Summit (28,500 feet), they rested
for an hour and did some filming. The
. . climbers also ha-~~ ligfiter but warmer
group rested near the body of Rob Hall,
clothing and better harnesses.
a climber from New Zealand who had
However, Norgay warned that "you
should not take technology and highdied just a few weeks before.
"It was a reminder for all of us to
tech gear for granted. People think if
be careful, or we would end up like
they have all the high-tech gear they can
climb any mountain they want. That's
him," Norgay said.
After filming, the group began to
wrong. [Modern equipment] only makes
climbing lighter, not easier."
ascend the final ridge. Included in these last 500 feet is the Hillary
Step, a 40-foot vertical wall that must be overcome before
At the ~!-Jmmit, Norgay took pictures, left photographs of his
reaching the summit. The entire ridge is very steep.
father, m~ther, and daughter, and prayed to Jomolunga for a safe
"There are places where there is only room for one foot. This
return trip. The team also tested the !MAX camera to see if it
is not a place where you can hold hands and walk side-by-side,"
worked. It did, and the team spent some time filming the summit.
After years ofpreparation and months of actual climbing, the
Norgay said.
"At 11:30 in the morning, we finally gotto the summit. It was
group spent only two hours at the summit of Everest. At 1:30 p.m.
a wonderful feeling," N:orgay said. "I finally got to fulfill my
see JAMLING, 8

Mike Mueth
Editor-in-Chief
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Quote of tfie Week
Wease{i.ng out of things is
important to fearn. It's what
separates us from tile animafs.
~ept tfle weaseL
- Homer Simpson

by Phil Rutterer

January 29, 1999

Calendar

January 29- February 5

FRIDAY. JANUARY 29
Schedule #6
C-WR MCC Tourney @ SLUR@
4:30pm
V-SW vs. Columbia Hickman@ 4pm
CSP @ Our Little Haven @ 3-5pm

B-BB @ Oakville @ 6:00pm
Senior Class Liturgy
Freshman English Tutorial
Sophomore Track Meeting
Back to School Meeting for Freshman
parents

SATURDAY. JANUARY 30
V/JV/C-WR@ MCC@ Chaminade@
lOam
RB @ State Finals @ Concord

WEDNESDAY. FEBRUARY 3
Schedule #4
V-SW @ MCC Relays @ Chaminade
CSP @ Our Little Haven @ 3-Spm

SUNDAY. JANUARY 31
Super Bowl XXXIII Denver vs. Atlanta
@Miami @5:18pm

THURSDAY. FEBRUARY 4
Schedule #2
NHS Meeting
Freshman Track Meeting
Faculty B~Ball vs. Freshman
Calculus Contest
College visits: Lindenwood College

MONDAY. FEBRUARY 1
Schedule #2
Junior Class Meeting
Freshman Baseball Meeting
Junior/Seni or Track Meeting
SAC Meeting @ 7pm
CSP @ Karen House 3-6:30pm
TIJESDAY. FEBRUARY 2
Schedule #2
V-BB @Oakville @ 7:30pm

FRIDAY. FEBRUARY 5
Schedl,lle #5
V-SW @ MCC Relays @ Chaminade
V-BB vs. DeSmet @ 7:00pm
B-BB vs. DeSmet @ 5:30pm
Chinese Club Luncheon
CSP @ Our Little Haven @ 3-Spm

''-~----------------------------------takes and then you don't come baclC alive,"
JAMLING'
(from 7)
the IMAX team members began their
descent.
"Corning down the mountain is a Jot
more difficult than going up. People make
mistakes. A lot of people who die on
mountains die on the way down," Norgay
said.
"Mount Everest is not a death sentence. It is a safe mountain, you can·get to
the top and down the mountain safely and
Jive to talk about it. [But] do it with
respect. Respect the culture, the environment, the people. Don't do it because you
have a big ego problem or because you
want to prove something to your friends.
When you do that, it only leads to trouble.
When you go [for those reasons] you tend
to pass your limits and .. . you don't think .·
properly. That's when you make the rnis-

Norgay reflected.
..
Fortunately, the team was able to
descend. without any problems. It took
three days to go from Camp 4 to Base
Camp. The team celebrated and then
· walked three more days and boarded a
helicopter to Kathmandu, finishing the
journey. Norgay noted that when his father had climbed Everest in 1953 his team
had to walk for one month to Kathmandu,
instead of the IMAX team's one-day helicopter ride.
In Kathmandu, the team offered
25,000 butterlamps to the gods. They
wanted to thank Jomolunga for getting
them safely up and down Everest.
· "In time of need, people pray a lot
. .. and when they get what (they need],
they forget," Norgay said. "It is important
to thank, no matter which way you do it."
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