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ACT scores f(lnk tenth
Cfass of1998 e~ce[s nat:Wnaf[y
Mike Mueth
Editor-in-Chief
he class of 1998 has long since departed the Backer Memorial, but its
effect on St. Louis U. High is still being
felt. The ACT Program announced recently that last year's seniors' ACT average-28-tied for tenth in the nation.
"It's an indicator of the breadth of the
academic accomplishments of our students," said Vice-Presidtmtfo( Advancement Thorn Digman. ":But what's really
significant here is that this represents
almost 100 percent of our graduating seniors last year."

T

Digman noted that at many other high
school~ only about 40 students take the
ACT, while at SLUH almost everyone
does.
The school with the highest average,
31.8, was the Oklahoma School of Science aud Mathematics in Oklahoma City.
Top-ten schools came primarily from
Midwestern states such as Illinois and
Oklahoma, yet they ranged from Hawaii
tn North C~u·olina. Two other Missouri
school:; joined SLUH-John Burroughs
and Ka.nsas City's Pembroke Hil1-making M issouri the state with the largest

see UP THERE, 2

Cashbah rakes i11 tlte green
Tom Wyrwich
Core Staff

T

he taps began flowing early last Saturday in preparation for Cashbah
1999. As in past years, St. Louis U. High
poured out all its energy and resources for
its annual dinner auction.
Ten thousand, five hundred dollarsthat is how much money some bidders
paid up for items bearing the name of
Mark McGwire, items that were the highlights of the auction.
With the aid of McGwire's bat, this
year's auction crushed the net gains of
any previous auction in Cashbah's thirtyyear history, bringing in over $310,000,
according to Vice President of Advancement Thorn Digman.
"People were extremely generous,"
said Digman.
see AUCTIONED OFF,. 2

•
Weidle wins
Dunn-Martel
Rob Hutchison
Sports Editor
he anouncement of the winner of
theDunn-Martel Post-Dispatch
Scholar-Athlete is official. This year's
recipient is senior Dan Weidle.
According to Athletic Director
Dick Wehner, "Some years we have to
give out this award to two students, but
there really wasn't too much competition with Dan."
Weidle received a varsity letter for
football for his junior and senior years,
sevred as captain of the 1998 football
team, and lettered in track, in which he

T

see WEIDLE, 4
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number of schools on the list. SLUH is the
only Jesuit school in the top ten.
"We're in some of the best company," college counselor Dave Mouldon
said. "These are real exclusive schools."
He said some of the schools ahead of
SLUH choose students from throughout
an entire state and give students free tuition to attend. SLUH chooses from a
smaller applicant pool and also is not
quite as exclusive as some of the other
schools.
"The accomplishment of our seniors
is really significant," Digman said. Many
of the other schools "don't represent the
breadth of the population that our school
does. They're very specialized schools,
and our school is geographically and economically diverse," he said.
"I think it's very nice that we have a
group of students here who perform at
that level," Principal Robert Bannister
said.
Director of Admissions Mary Miller
uses the ACT average in presentations to
prospective freshmen. She said a ranking
like this will definitely be highlighted in
next year's admissions information, possibly making SLUH more popular as a
high school choice.
The ranking is slightly misleading,
though, because there are many high
schools-particularly on the east and west
coasts- that do not have a lot of ACT
testing.
''The ACT is more of a Midwestern
phenomenon. We probably would not be
in the top ten in SAT score," Mouldon
said. "I'm not slighting St. Louis U. High
in any way, but it's a much more restricted
group of schools that do a lot of ACT
testing."
·
Nevertheless, the achievement is remarkable, considering that 8,290 schools
were included. The median score fell between 21.1 & 21.2. This is the first year
Mouldon bas heard of any schools being
ranked by the ACT Program, so there is
no way of knowing how last year's seniors compare to students in the past.
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Quiz Bowlers take second,
prepare for districts
Ken :sesmith
Reporter

T

---------------------

he Quizbills faced off against teams
from around the region in last
Saturday's tournament at Visitation Academy.
Despite the absence of team captain
Bill Richoux, the buzzer-happy assortment of juniors and seniors fared well in
its third major tournament, taking the second place spot after losing a tough match
to Priory.
Visitation was the only other team
1hat could manage to defeat the SLUH
Quizbowlers. The Visitation match went
]nto overtime after SLUH managed to
misspdl "presumptuous" (no, it's not
''presumptious"), and Viz eventually won
the match.
Matches against teams f rom
Westminster and Charninade provided no
real competition, and Vaile's squad put up
a valiant effort in the semifinals before
falling to the mental gymnastics of the
Becva:rbills.
TI1e participants had mixed emotions
about d1e tournament.
"I was very pleased with our performance, for the most part," said senior
Alex Speiser. "However, we presumptuously presumed that we could spell "presumptuous" "presumptious" instead ofthe
right way, "presumptuous." I presume it
will not happen again," be added.
"We blew it in the flrstround (against
V iz), but we were money for the next
three," noted senior Jim Germanese.
"We choked against Priory, but without Bill there to make fun of me, I could
still feel good about myself," he went on.
"Viz thanked me for not being there,"
said B.ill, "They knew that my absence
gave them some hope for victory ."
Germanese responded to this presumptuo-us comment with an expression usually
considered vulgar.
On the final round, junior Ke n

Nesmith commented: "We needed to do
more winning and less sinning. If we had
answered more questions we might have
won."
Some of the players felt that the pressure in the final round hindered their performance.
Either way, team moderator and mathematical mentor Tom Becvar was pleased
with the day 's results.
"This was the finest performance yet
for the team this year. We' ve faced Priory
in the finals for the past four years, and we
won the previous three, but they managed
an upset this time. However, I'm looking
forward to a great showing at districts
because the team will be at the apex of its
abilities: they will be Quizbowl masters,"
Becvar said.

AUCTIONED OFF
(from 1)
The auction was headlined by an extremely successful oral auction, raising
$111,550, with a large number of overbids, especially on the McGwire items.
The autographed bat sold for $4500, yet it
was not the highest-selling item. The
bat's price was topped by a $5,000 bid for
a week-long stay at a beach house in St.
Thomas.
An autographed McGwire jersey sold
for $2,800, an autographed pair of tickets
for $2,100, and an autographed cap and
rookie card for $11,00.
SLUH President Paul Sheridan, SJ,
was the second-hottest baseball star at the
auction, as his items raised $4,900. For
$3, 100 Sheridan will be saying Mass at a
lucky bidder's home. His old trunk-the
suitcase that he used to transport his personal items to SLUH-sold for $1,000,
and golf and lunch with the President sold
for $800. In addition, a dinner with the
SLUH Jesuits sold for $1,100.
Many other items sold at high prices:
see IN DOUBLE, 4
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TO THE EDITOR

Lacrosse te~am expresses gratitude
To the SLUR community:
Thank you for your support during the fiist la:rosse game
ever played at the SLUH stadium this past Wednesday, March 24.
Although we would have liked to furnish a win for you, you were
a great crowd throughout the entire game and it was .:m exhilarating experience to be able to play in front of a huge crowd on our
home field.
Your support proves to the administration just how popular
lacrosse has become in the Midwest and how far our organization

has progressed in just seven seasons. lfSLUH wants to stay in the
public eye of lacrosse, then it must ope.n its field up for more
games. We will leave this decision up to the administration, but
are certain that because of your support yesterday, they will soon
return a verdict supporting future games in the stadium.
Once again, we thank all of you for your support, and please
feel free to come to more lacrosse games throughout the season.
The SLUH lacrosse team

Mock trial team reviews year, looks ahead
Hamilton Callison
Reporter

________ ------,··--··- ---,

D

espite a decline in membership, changes in court rosters,
and a few intermittent defeats, the SLUR Moe;< Trial team
has completed a solid year of litigation.
The team faced an array of challenges from the very beginning.
In early February, the trial bracket of competition began.
Many of the club's trained lawyers who had worked on the case
for the past two months unfortunately had to drop out, many
because of commitments to How to Succeed in Business.
Thus, by the time the first trial came about, two of the
student-lawyers were new to the process. At the downtown
municipal court, two SLUH teams battled their way for dominance among rivallitigators. The prosecution was not successful
in its attempts to prove guilt, suffering a close defeat at the hands
of Affton, while the defense, the team made of juniors, was
successful in its case.
Due to these lopsided post-trial standings, lhe varsity and JV
teams were reorganized. A few of the JV members-juniors
Chris Goddard and Dan Westlund-moved up. Senior John
Wright continued to conduct his emotionally charged ~pen.ii1g
and closing statements for the varsity prosecution.
··
Once again the JV was victorious and the varsity was not.
TheJV's success thrived on the wonderful acting skills ofjuniors
Andy Genung and Steve Kratcky. It is important to reme'lllber
· that the prosecution has a much more difficult task; they ha\ie to
prove the defendant guilty beyond a reasonable doubt. ;.~..-.
From that point one final team was formed to compete in the
regional competition, a two-trial event.

The team consisted of seniors Mike Reichert and John
Grimaud and junior Chris Goddard, while junior witnesses
Hamilton Callison, Andy Genung, and Steve Kratky once again
put on a marvelous show.
Despite the experience and skill of the team, it could not
compensate for the lack of preparation due to new membership
and reorganization of rosters. The team lost both trials to worthy
opponents.
Although the prosecution feii prey to some minor technical
points, one cannot deny the impact of junior Sean O ' Neil's tearjerking testimony for the closing statement. This testimony was
by far the highlight of the trial.
The case was based on the following premise: Mark McGwire
meets O.J. Simpson. A fictional baseball player/homerun hitter
from St. Louis, Frank Bailey. allegedly kills his fiancee when he
finds out about her alleged affair and the defeat of his homerun
record by Mark McGwire.
With history teacher Richard MueHer absent that day due to
freshman testing, the SLUH Mock Trial team faced the seasoned
MICDS, a team supported by an entourage of stern professional
lawyers. Considering all circumstances, SLUH held its own.
O'Neil delivered the statement with the charisma of Johnny
Cochran and the dignity of William Rehnquist. O'Neil's catchy
testimony- based on the idea that baseball player Bailey should
get three strikes for (1) getting drunk, (2) getting jealous, and (3)
killing his
.._n,fiancee--appeared
. very effective. However, it did not
work out as ·such. Later that day, the team lost to University City.
" .said, "Hopefully next year we will have a more solid
. Mueller
membership and attendance," and therefore better preparation
and skill.
With seasoned lawyers such as juniors Pierson Stoecklein,
Sean O'Neil, and Goddard, next year's team looks promising.
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IN DOUBLE
(from 2)
$2200 for a chair Pope John Paul IT sat in
at Lambert Airport, $2000 for a SLUH
pew, and $2300 for a "Witz roast for 30,"
a roasted pig dinner with Richard
Witzofsky, SJ, the honorary chairman of
Cashbah '99.
"Although we did extremely great in
the oral auction, we also did higher this
year in almost every auction," said Cochair Kitty Brighton. The silent auction
included many interesting items, such as
the rookie basball cards found with the
Jesuit relics in the third floor safe, several
pieces of furniture, and other items associated with the Pope.
"Anything with the Pope on it sold
high," added Brighton. Also selling high
were the Billiken Bonanza Baskets made
by student homerooms.
"It was such a fab ulous night," said
Development Office Assistant Greg
Donovan, who assisted Brighton and other
co-chairs Karen Haglin and Chuck Payer.
The event began with a Mass in the theater, with Fr. Sheridan presiding, and the
auction began at 5:00. Dinner was served
to the 814 guests at 6:30, and the oral
auction started at 7:30 following a word
from KSDK Sports reporter Malcolm
Briggs, an acquaintance of Co-Chair
Charles Payer.
But it wasn't the items that made
Cashbah such a success, it was the more
than 500 students, parents, alumni, and

patron:> who helped that night, and the
many more that helped before Saturday.
"If it wasn't for the help and generosity of the parents, local businesses, alumni,
and boys that go here, we would not have
been able to do this," said Brighton.
N·~wbold Toyota-BMW donated the
McGwire items, Favazza's provided the
volunt,~ers' meals, and many other businesses provided certificates and other
merchandise for the auction.

WEIDLE
(from 1)
throws the shot put.
When he heard that he had won the
award, Weidle said, "I felt humbled and
thougbt that: maybe I'm not the one who
should be receiving this award."
According to football coach Mark
Tychonievich, "Dan developed into a great
offensive lineman, seldom making a mistake in his technique or his assignment. I
feel thEtt he is very deserving of this award."
The award is named after legendary
SLUH soccer coach Ebbie Dunn and football coach Paul Martel. The student must
be in the top 25 percent of his class, and he
must have played at least one varsity
sport.
Nominations are turned in by the
SLUR coaching staff, although coaches
do not have to vote exclusively for those
whom they have
coached.
"To me, this
honor means
more than other
a wards that I
have received,"
said Weidle,
"because this
comes from
coaches and
peers, not from
someone behind
a typewriter far
away."

Tony Ribaudo '03 and Marty Ribaudo '68 attend the meeting for
incoming freshmen and their parents last night.
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Service aLward vviJnner talks about motivation
Senior !JW6ert 'Boerfek;g.r receives J!rch6isfwp May Service J!ward
Ryan Fox
Features Editor

S

enior Robert Boedeker was one of 29 recipients of the
Archbishop May Service Award. The award is given to one
senior in each area Catholic high school for commitment to
community service. I sat down with Boedeker to discuss his
feelings on the award and on service in general.

PN: What does sevice mean to you ?
RB: Going down to Brazil [for Senior Project] really opened this
up for me. I went down there and I saw all thes(~ issues that are so
blatantly open there-like the injustices, and the mass poverty,
and just the need for people to be there to value their stories and
to value their humanity. But when I'm at Karen H ouse, it's so
close to reality, it's so close to what I live that I can't see the
injustices. It seems like more of a simple problem, because all you
have to do is cook for them. But if I'm doing some so1t of mission
work it's like I'm going to fight injustices, and it's more grand
... though I've really been learning more and more that it's the
same way at Karen House, it's just a lot harder to see because it
looks like home. I go there and my mind is opened up to new
thoughts.
PN: What's your involvement in Karen House?
RB: I started going freshman year because ofmy Senj or Advisor,
Mike Bauer. He wanted me to get involved so [someone would
be there to organize the project] when they left. I startc~d organizing guys to go down sophomore year. That was really nard at first,
but it's worked out so well. I've got a core group of guys that'll
go every week. They know what they're doing, and they don't
mess around too much. What we do is we go and c:ook dinner
every Monday for about two hours. I want to say that we interact
with the ladies there, and the kids especially, but I have a job to
do, and that's to make sure that dinner gets done.
It's less oriented on the people [than other proje.cts], which
kind of bugs me. When Deacon Quinn went down with us last
year, he really wanted us to be able to go and interact., and learn,
and then reflect on what we learned, And that's the best way to
do it, but the system is set up so that it's really difficul.t to do that.
Sometimes [Quinn] would look at a kid, and I'd be standing next
to him, and he'd say, "I wonder what's going to happen to him.
What his life's going to be like." And at first I was like:, ''How can
you say that? That's so ... sad, don' t think about that." But it's
so important to think about. It makes you really have to care. Like
what Mr. Linhares says, when you open up the paper and see
pictures of suffering children, if you don't let that hurt you
emotionally, then you'll never grow and be motivated to fix it.
And I'm just so tired of seeing people suffer that I want to go out
and help.

PN: This need to help, was that why you began to serve, or did
that come as a result of your service?
RB: It happened a lot after I started serving. I began forreally silly
reasons. First of all, my brother did CSP, and that got me
interested to build houses for Habitat for Humanity and stuff like
that. Then I got to the office, and I started doing Karen House. At
first, my main motivation was something like, "Well, ifl do this,
people will see that I can take on this type of responsibility, and
it'll be neat to get that kind of attention" ... and I hate that I did
that.

PN: I guess you got the attention you were looking for.
RB: Which really [ticks] me off.

PN: What are your reactions about receiving this award?
RB: I dealt with justifying my motivations last year. It was really
hard to go through, but I owned up to the reality of what I was
doing, and I think that I'm doing it for better reasons now. I'm
doing it because Ilove to see those kids and it's an important thing
to me now. [Not seeing them] would be li ke not going out on the
weekends to see my friends. When I got this award, I thought that
Ihadearn1~dit, that I deserved it. But it bothers me to have to own
up to something like that. I was happy that I got it. I hope it
motivates me further to serve.
PN: How do you see service fitting in to the rest of your lzfe?
RB: I really, really, really want to go do something, some
extraordinary thing like ... go fix the world or something. There's
something in me that makes it so that I can't stand watching
people go through inj ustices. That kills me. If something isn't
fair, even in small settings, like school, it just bothers the hell out
ofm.e, and I want to fix it. As far as going and doing missionary
work, I don't know ifl'Il do that, but I'm carrying it around in the
back of my head. Maybe it'll pop up later on in my life in some
form or artother.
I don' t think I can escape the world that I've entered into.
You open up these doors and see these things, and they press on
you, they make you want to do something about them, and service
was one of those doors. By entering you enter into the lives [of
those you serve] and what they're going through. You see the
probkms they face and you want to fix them .. , I keep using that
word ... I don't want to see the little kids who are at Karen House
growing up and beating their wives like their mothers have been
beaten. I want them to have a life where they can feel good about
themselves and take pride in their accomplishments. TI1e door
has opened up, and I see this stuff now. Before, I had no idea that
it exists and needs attention. I don't think I can go through my life
without doing something about it.
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March 26- April 9
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FRIDAY. MARCH 2~
Schedule #5
V-BA vs. Gateway@ Reine-Meine
@ 7pm
V/JV-TN @Belleville Altoff@ 4pm
V/JV-VB vs. DuBourg@ 4:30/5:30pm
CSP @ Our Little Haven @ 3-Spm
SATURDAY, MARCH27
NCAA Final Four
SUNDAY. MARCH 28
MONDAY. MARCH 29
No Classes-Spring Break
NCAA Championship
TUESDAY. MARCH 30
No Classes-Spring Break
V-BA vs. Hancock@ Reine-Meine
@ 12pm
B-BA vs. Hancock@ Heine-Meine
@ 12pm
V/B- TR vs. CBC @ 4pm
WEDNESDAY. MARCH 31
No Classes-Spring Break
V-BA vs. Mehlville@ Reine-Meine
@ 12pm
B-BA vs. Mehlville@ Heine-Meine
@ 12pm
THURSDAY .. APRIL 1
No Classes- Holy Thursday
April Fool's Day
V-BA vs. Chaminade@ Reine-Meine
\...
@ 12pm

.t:RlJM.Y, APRIL~
~·o

Classes--Good Friday

£~ TU]lDA Y. APRIL

3

Holy Saturday
5 10NDA Y, APRIL 4
Easter Sunday
_MONDAY, APRIL 5
Schedule#2
Easter Monday
No Classes for freshmen and sophomores
Black History Presentation for juniors
and seniors
V-GF@ Webster Cup @Player's Club
@ l Oam
V/B-TR @ Parkway South @ 4pm
CSP @ Karen House @ 3-5pm
I.UESJU\,._X. AP~_i
Schedule #2
Sophomore prayer service
Freshman English tutorial
Father/Son Banquet tickets on sale
College visits: Benedictine University
Bradley University
V-BB vs. DeSmet@ Heine-Meine
@7pm
V -GF vs. Vianney @ Sugar Creek
@3:30pm
JV-GF vs. Vianney @ Normandy
@3 :20pm
B-BA (WDeSmet@ 4:15pm
lY1illNESDAY. APRIL 7
Schedule #2

ANNOUNC:I~MEN~fS
Just a reminder to our students of the
guidelines that have been put in place by
the Heine-Meine Athletic Association and
the St. Louis County Police Department:
1. Students are no longer allowed to sit in
the left field section at Heine Meine.
2. No barbecuing is allowed inside the
park or on the Heine Meine parking lots.
Your cooperation is appreciated. See Mr.
Wehner with any questions.

Mark your calendars-attend the "Fashion Forecast" fashion show and dinner
sponsored by the SLUH Mothers' Club,
Wednesday, April 21 at 6:30 prn at the
Junior League, 10435 Clayton Road. Fashions by Liz Claiborne, Elisabe:th, and
Banana Republic, guest commentator
Janis Murray. $30 per person. For information and reservations call Kathy
Schaeffer, 842-7129.

Junior prayer service
Black History Presentation for freshmen
and sophomores
Sophomore bonus reading test
Father/Son banquet tickets on sale
V-BA vs. St. Mary's@ Heine-Meine
@ 7pm
V-GF vs. Priory@ St. Alban's@ 3:30pm
B-BA vs. St. Mary's @Wehner Park
@4:15pm
C-BA vs. St. Mary' s@ Wilmore Park
@4pm
CSP @ Our Little Haven @ 3-Spm

THURSDAY, APRIL 8
Schedule #6
Senior prayer service
Basketball meeting
Father/Son banquet tickets on sale
NHS meeting
Parent/teacher conferences by
appointment
V-GF vs. CBC @ Glen Echo @ 3:30pm
V/JV-TN vs. Parkway West@ Dwight
Davis@ 4pm
V/JV-VB vs. DeSmet @ 5/6pm
JV-GFvs.CBC @Normandy@ 3:15pm
C-BA vs. CBC @ Wehner Park@ 4pm
FRIDAY, APRIL 9
Schedule#4
Sophomore retreat
V-BA@ SLUH Classic through 4/10
V/JV-VB vs. Parkway Central @ 4/5pm
C-BA @ DeSmet @ 4:15pm
C-TR vs. Chaminade, CBC @ 4pm
CSP @ Our Little Haven @ 3-5pm

~food drive:

6y
tlie numbers

Volunteers: 78
Pints collected: 68
Pretzels consumed: 128
Cookies devoured: 360
Punch guzzled: plenty

