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STUCO Election Issue
T

he Student Council officers play·.
what may be the largest role in
determining the tone, spirit, and overall success of the school year. For that
reason, the Prep News is publishing
this special issue to help you, the
voter, be better informed when voting for this year's STUCO officers in
the election to be held tomorrow in
the student commons.
Each candidate was given a questionnaire after he gave his speech after the primary elections. The first
two questions are the same for all
candidates; the third varies with each
office. What follows are the candidates' responses to these questions.
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It is your choice to vote or not; if
you do not, your voice has been silenced. However, if you decide to
make your voice heard, it is also your
responsibility to make an intelligent
and well-informed decision. We, the
staff of the Prep News, hope that this
special issue will help you make the
rightchoices. ThePrepNewsencour- ..
ages all to take part in this very important election.

The Questions

P

erhaps more than any organiza
tion in the school, the Student

Council determines the direction and
success of the student body's collective spirit and efforts-whether in support of athletics, fundraising, or just
entertainment or excitement. How, in
your opinion, should STUCO try to
serve everyone's often divergent interests? What do you think STUCO's
primary role should be?

W

hat specific abilities, personal
qualities, and experience would
you bring to your STUCO position

which :would help you perform better
than oth;ers in that po.sition?
I

}
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A third quest\on, specific to each office1 appears ·, inside with the office
descriptions.
Only obvious errors, such as spelling
and punctuation mistakes, were corrected by the Prep News. Any other
errors have been printed as they appeared in the candidates' original submissions.

President
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Duties
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PRESIDENT: Attend overnight leadership camp at Trout Lodge; organize
and set an agenda for all meetings with
other officers and homeroom
represenatives; plan monthly meetings
with the homeroom representatives;
assist in the coordinating of all STIJCO
functions; act as the official representative of the student body to the school,
administration, and faculty; assist in
the coordinating of STIJCO elections;
act as Master of Ceremonies for designated SLUH events; be at most SLUH
functions; help set up and clean all
mixers; serve on the Student Affairs
Committee.

Question
3. STIJCO-sponsored events often require a great deal of communication
between STIJCO and the SL UH administration. As president of STUCO, one
of your roles would be to act as official
representative of the student body to the
administration and faculty members; in
what ways are you well-suited to fulfill
this role?

Hamilton Callison

. ,.

1. STIJCO should be an active and visible
leadership organization that helps promote school-wide social, religious, and
service activities along with any other
activities that the student body would like
to see accomplished. Through its example of work and publicity of these
various activities, STUCO should encourage other students to become more involved. STUCO can also serve as a liaison for other organizations by promoting .
activities when they desire school-wide
participation. By publicizing the events
of CSP, COMPACT Team, NHS, Father
Sheridan's and Ms. Miller's Ambassadors, and Pastoral Actives, STUCO can
help render a great deal of the needed
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student support for these other leadership
organization. At SLUH, there are so
many organizations trying to accomplish
similar tasks. It would then nnike sense
that they may come together to accomplish their similar goals. STUCO should
serve as the initiator of this process. Also,
1..r us not forget the Blue Crew and social
activities of STIJCO. We should definitely host the mixers three times per year
if not more, have the blue crew attend
every game possible all year round, and
during Spirit Week and Billiken Bash
Week, hold pep rallies and cook-outs.
This same type of spirit should be displayed throughout the entire year, not just
during the fall. Whatever STIJCO does, it
must take an active leadership role to
encourage others to follow. Its efforts
should lead the way.

interests of the SLUH student body. I also
maintain the policy that a President should
always have an open ear for suggestions
from his fellow students, thus allowing
him to develop his knowledge of public
opinion even better. Having worked with
Father Sheridan as an Ambassador and
having served on COMPACT and
STUCO, I have had a great deal of experience working with the administration of
SLUH. With the knowledge of the
student's desires and my experience with
the administration, I would try to the best
job possible of communicating the students ideas to the heads of the school.

2. Although what a person will do in
office matters much more than what he
has done, I believe that some of my qualifications and experience merit a little recognition. I have served the past two years
as a class officer. In that time I have seen
a STUCO that was successful in fulfilling
its required responsibilities and another
which failed to live up to its leadership
role. With that knowledge, I would hope
I could bring progress and change to the
way STUCO is run and have some idea
how to make STUCO members better
leaders. I have also served as the Vice
President of the school's NHS. Being in
charge of service projects, I could hopefully bring some of my organizational and
administrative skill to serving as STIJCO
President.

As homeroom representative both
sophomore and junior year, I have learned
about SLUH functions, such as dances,
Cashbah, etc. This school year, I have had
the privilege of delivering Christmas baskets to a refugee Bosnian family and waiting tables at Cashbah. I recently found out
I will be partaking in the Honduras Senior
Project. I am very organized, which I
hope will help me to balance my responsibilities of this office and my other responsibilities at SLUH. As President of
Student Council, my primary goal for
next year is to regain the "SPIRIT" that
the U-High has always been noted for. I
will try to get as many crazy Junior
Billikens running around with their shirts
off at all the sporting events. This spirit is
not limited to sports, however. As a
freshman, I listened to Mr. Wehner tell
our whole class that at SLUH we are all
brothers whose main focus is to be "Men
for Others" in any way we can. Before I
came to SLUH, all I ever heard about was
SLUH's spirit (the stellar academics were
obvious). Another goal I have is to organize more intramurals and school functions both during and after school. In
order for SLUH to regain its intangible
··spirit, we must all work togetherto achieve
our goal. As president, I would be privileged to lead us in that direction.

3. It is important that a good STUCO
maintain communication between the faculty, administration, and the student body.
The President specifically serves as a liaison for the students. During my time at
SLUH, I have served on many different
organizations such as NHS, COMPACT,
STUCO, Mock Trial, Model UN, Dauphin Players, and Father Sheridan's Ambassadors. With the experience of working with all these different organizations,
I have come to understand the varied

Steve Elias
This candidate declined to answer the
questions and instead submitted this response:

:
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Duties
VICE PRESIDENT: Attend overnight
leadership at Trout Lodge; collaborate
and assist the president in all of hi.s
duties; be at most SLUH functions;
help set up and clean all mixers; serve
on the Student Affairs Committee.

Question
3. One of the stated roles of the STUCO
vice president is to oversee the
contucting of meetings and elections.
What abilities would allow you to ~o
this job well? Do you think elections
and meetings have been handled effectively in the past? What changes, if any,
would you make?

Gabriel C. Javier
1. Student Council is not merely SLUH' s
social planner. Student Council organizes
events, such as the Blood Drive and the
Bosnian Drive, which support the SLUH
community as it supports the world community. I think STUCO is also the physical manifestation for Spirit in the U. High.
Student Council should be, and is, a support staff for SLUH. The seniors who
serve on STUCO set an example of spirit
and service for underclassmen. STUCO
should work towards uniting the student
body in spirit through joint pr9jects witl1 ·
other clubs. By holding inter-club projects, •
officially and unofficially, STUCO serves
to show the student body that STUCO is
for everyone, with everyone.
2. I remember during freshman orientation I was told that those students that get
the most out of SLUH don't stay for 8-3.
I have put in my fair share of late nig hts.
The leadership roles I have served in the
past are the best qualifications that I have.
Freshman year I ran for Student Council,
and served as a homeroom rep. Since then
I have enjoyed the leadership roles offered to me as Assistant Editor-in-Chief

,---

Vice.President
of the Dauphin Yearbook and as a Compact Team member. This past August I ·
attended a Leadership Retreat at Trout
Lodge with the current STUCO. Then I
was sponsored to attend, with other SLUH
Compact members, a one-week Leadership Conference held by the American
~- rmth Foundation in Shelby, Michigan.
At both retreats I learned the value of
teamwork and facilitation. This year I
have had the privilege of being a member
of the CSP homeroom, where earlier this
year I organized the Adams Community
Center Tutoring Program for grade
schoolers. Most recently I helped organize and facilitate the SLUR-Nerinx Compact Team's successful Gender Workshop.
3. In terms of elections, I am slightly
unfamiliar with the process to offer suggestions for change. I do, however, know
a thing or two about meetings. While in
Michigan one point stressed by the speakers was facilitation. Facilitation is a leadership skill that actively involves people
in a meeting or group to gain a common
goal. This I can do.

Rick Steiling
l . The greatest aspect of SLUH' s class of
2000 is its diversity. There are 250 different people in it, and there are 250 different
interests and necessities that need to be
tended to. I believe that as Vice President,
as in any STUCO position, I have a responsibility to my class to take in what
varying opinion on different matters I can
and act upon it. The only way for STUCO
to come about serving every interest in
our diverse class is if you, the student,
take as big a role in STUCO as the officers ,
do. Every concern and idea, no matter
how trivial it may seem, is highly important to the identity of the first graduating
SLUH class of the new millennium. Every idea will be taken to heart and brought
to action so that STUCO can better serve
your needs and make this SLUH your
SLUR. Unbridled spirit and unity only
grows with each of your ideas and, as you
·may know, I am a tremendous proponent
of spirit and unity. So I believe it is
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STUCO's primary objective to become
more iri. tune with the student body because in that way and that way alone will
STUCO be at your service in all of your
interests. The only thing that follows this
service is SLUH' s traditional reputationunmatched spirit and complete unity.
2. In order to be in tune with the student
body's varying interests, the Vice President must be familiar with all walks oflife
at SLUH. Let me assure you, I know
every aspect of SLUH. I know SLUH
spirit through my involvement in the pep
band, my attendance at football and basketball games, and my attendance at
SLUH itself because spirit is what SLUH
is. I know SLUH academics because I
take part in academic clubs, such as NHS,
and I also personally know the additional
stresses brought about by zero-hour, after
school classes, and monstrous schedules.
I now what volunteering is at SLUH as
well, because I've been in five SLUH
musicals (as well as five other) and I'm
part ofNHS, SLUH's academic/serviceoriented organization. My point is, I know
SLUH, and I know you, and who better to
know your divergent interests than someone who has seen and taken part in every
one of those interests. I will bring my
experiences and leadership abilities acquired form these different activities to
office with me and as part of STUCO, will
act upon these interests, your interests,
that I know so well.
3. The only way for STUCO to act upon
SLUR's diverging needs and unmatched
spirit is to successfully conduct meetings
in which these propositions are brought
forth and acted upon, and also hold successful elections so that other qualified
members of the SL UH may contribute
~heir skills to serve the student body as
well. lbe very fact that I know SLUH so
wel.l will allow me, as Vice President, to
co~duct these meetings wi~h. finesse and
with the utmost knowledge of what SLUH
needs. My leadersnip abilities acquired
through my lengthy list of in'volvement at
SLUH, too, will grant me the wisdom at
the meetings to see that the students'
needs are met. These meetings and elec-
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Secretary/Treasurer
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tions, no matter how well they have been
done in the past, must improve, one quality of SLUH being our constant search for
improvement, and improvement can be
found in a more active concern for SLUH
interests in STUCO and a larger effort put
forth toward SLUH spirit. I believe that
through these meetings, such as with the
Student Affairs Committee, and elections,
I can bring our interests to equilibrium
and bring to SLUH a spirit unrivaled by
others. If voted in as Vice President I
WILL MAKE THIS SLUH YOUR
SLUH. I thank you for your consideration
of my nomination.

Duties
SECRETARY: Attendovernightleadership camp at Trout Lodge; take roll at
all STUCO meetings with homeroom
re presentatives; keep records of all
meetings involving other officers,
commisioners, and homeroom representatives; assist the Religious Affairs
commisioner with STUCO sponsored
blood drives; be at most SLUH functions; help set up and clean up all
m ixers.

Question
3. In what ways do you find the office
of secretary to be desirable and important to the success of STUCO? What
duties do you see yourself performing
as secretary?

Bill Freeman
I. I believe that STUCO should recognize
and support all the activities and events
that are sponsored by SLUH, from the
really big to the really small ones. No
matter what the size of the activity it
should be backed by STUCO and be encouraged with SLUH spirit. Obviously
the bigger events would have more
STUCO representative since there would
be more people to govern.

2. I will bring my gifts of leadership,
organization, and communication into the
STUCO office while trying to keep it fun
and exciting. I will also try to serve and
meet each and every students needs; I
once was a busboy for three days so I
know all about waiting on people, clean' :g up after them, and making sure their
water is full. I can be the "Busboy" for the
students, and make sure they get what
they need.
3. I will describe what, I think, a day will
be like for me ifl become secretary. After
I pull up to school in my brand new
MercedesSLK500, that I putonSTUCO's
charge, I would take a leisurely stroll
around the majestic campus that I help
govern. I would comment on how beautiful the sweet blue jay sounds while sitting
in the blossomed dogwood tree. Then I
would begin to write short memos and
make petty appointments for the president, only to be interrupted by some fortunate freshman who would be bringing
me my freshly squeezed orange juice and
a crisp copy of the New York Times, along
with my cinnamon danish. I plan on
following this schedule day in and day
out, only to be disturbed by the Pep rallies,
belly brigades, STUCO representative
meetings (where I would take roll and
keep an organized record of the meetings), blood drives, and the occasional
mixer.

Kyle Siems
1. STUCO, in order to serve EVERYONE better, must make themselves open
to all and accessible to everyone's opinions. This must encompass everyone from
the football team to the racquetball team,
from the Meteorology Club to the OEC.
In order for the Student Council to truly be
representative of the entire school it must
have input from everyone. Student Council is a catalyst for the rest of the school to
follow, but in order for it to lead, STUCO
must know which direction the class wants
to take.
2. I feel that my openness to change and
wide ranging interests give me a great

,_ ;
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opportunity to reflect the entire class's
interests through the position of secretary. Throughout my three years at SLUH
I have participated in soccer, rugby, and
band, as well OEC and several other clubs
of varying interests which can give me a
unique perspective into the class.

3. The office of Secretary is very conducive to my own personality. I am a leader
through example, not so much words. I
am a clear thinker, and feel that I can
express my ideas through this office very
well.

Duties
TREASURER: Attend overnight leadership camp at Trout Lodge; update
members of SUTCO with regards to
the financial status of the STUCO account; help the moderator collect money
from various STUCO functions; create
and order t-shirts; help set up and clean
up all mixers; be present at most school
functions.

Question
3. Raising money and distributing resources are inarguably the most important tasks of the treasurer. In your
opinion, what are the most effective
ways for STUCO to earn money for the
student body? Also, how should
STUCO funds be distributed? Should
they be used to fund large events, such
as dances, or should the distribution be
more balanced among student activities?

Frank Fiock
1. More than anything else, Student
Council should be a highly visible organization within the SLUH community. Student Council officers should be highly

:
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active at SLUH, leading and organizing
events and rallies in an efficient manner
that sparks enthusiasm from the student
body, and through their actions heighten
school pride and spirit. Student Council
should serve as the keeper of traditions,
such as the Running of the Bills and
Freshman Fun Day. They should also,
though, try to create new traditions, a
strong characteristic of rhis year's Student Council. Things like the Goldeneye™ tournament currently in progress or
the blender are examples of new traditions from this year's class.
2) To the office of Treasurer, I bring
many qualities. First are my organizational skills. One needs organization just
to get good grades and participate in an
extracurricular activity such as theater or
sports in this school. I have done well in
thisarea,maintaininghighgrades inhonorlevel classes. Those who have participated in projects or activities with me
know that I bring energy and enthusiasm
to even the most remedial task such as
pouring a soda at a mixer or blender. I try
to encourage others to participate in school
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events and to attend sporting events and
plays to show their spirit and pride in the
school. I have participated in many

•
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Treasurer
fundraisers for SLUH organizations, such
as the Meteorology Club and the junior
class in Spirit Week.
3) Student Council traditionally does
well raising money at mixers. Spirit shirts
and Spring Fling also help aid in Student
r JUncil funds. Much of these funds go to
dances, class dances, Fan Ball, Snoball,
and so forth. I think funds would be well
spent in pep rallies and school sporting
events, because these things are critical to
the spirit of the SLUH community. Adding to the atmosphere of these events
generates more enthusiasm from the students, and gives a great deal of support to
the athletes and the whole community in
general. Generating school spirit is the
reason for the existence of Student Council, and should be its primary objective.

Ricky Vigil
1. STUCO represents the entire school
and should therefore try to accomplish
everything it is asked to accomplish by
different organizations. As diverse and
ambitious as our school is,
there are many people to
please, and it is virtually
impossible to please everyone. I propose that the
only solution to this problem is to have each group
that wishes STUCO's help
produce a written proposal.
In the proposal they should
state what they need, and
how it would help the
school I student body. Simply enough, I feel that this
is STUCO's role in our
school. STUCO is here to
help students work for their
school through fundraisers,
yet simultaneously provide
entertainment for the students' pleasure. They will
best know what the students want, and how to give it to them by
suggestions from the actual students.
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2. I believe two of my qualities which will
help STUCO function in the manner which
I have mentioned above are my organizational skills and my long-term involvement with money. First, I am a very organized individual. I know where things
need to go by when, and believe me, they
will be there when they need to be. My
consistency with homework is a perfect
example, which I'm sure any of my teachers will testify to. With this skill I hope to
be able to help decide correctly how much
money needs to be spent on each proposal. Second, I have worked in accounting for the past two years, so I am used to
being around money and knowing where
it goes. I think I can apply this experience
to STUCO as well and have it be of use.
3. Lastly, the best way to make money for
student activities is through cheap entertainment. I believe we are all simple people
with simple pleasures, and fundraisers
like a dollar for a Bond Tournament are
just what interests the students and entertain them as well. Mixers are also good
fundraisers because people enjoy mixers
and are willing to pay a measly three to
five dollars for a night of fun. The use of
these funds should definitely continue to
apply to large dances where the majority
of the school is present. In order to include
everyone though, the idea of proposals
(mentioned previously) should be put into
effect. I think a good seventy-five percent
of the students enjoy the big events, and
for those who do not, we have an alternative: which they will be able to take advantage of through their prospective organizations.
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