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Backer2000
A SLUH Odyssey.
by Eric Monda
Co-Editor

~

TillS PAST WEEK, SLUH played
host to alumni, parents, and benefactors
to display the results of this past year's
construction. Backer 2000, as the
celebration was called, consisted of three
major.parts. The week long event was
coordinated by Fr. Robert Costello and
Mrs. Joyce Walsh. Speaking of the work
needed to put on the Backer 2000, Costello
said, "It was like putting on a Cashbah by
ourselves."
The first part of the gala was held on
Sunday, September 1. Archbishop Rig ali

see GALA, page 6
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Under New It's Finished!
Three year project complete

Prry News moves into new era
by Luke Voytas
Editor-in-chief

AS THE BACKER Memorial enters a new era of education and technology, the Prep News is entering a new
era of its own this year.
After 23 years of being moderated
by Mr. James Raterman, ·SLUR's
weekly newspaper will now fall untler
new supervision. Mr. Craig Hannick
will serve as head moderator, and Mr.
Pat Zarrick will serve as assistant moderator. New · Alumni Service Corps
volunteers Mr. Frank Del Rosario '90
~..-....._
1.._

see PN LXI a e 6

by Benjamin Caldwell
,.
Co-Editor
A THREE YEAR construction project
has fmally ended. This project includes the
renovation of the Jesuit wing, the building
of the new theater, and remodeling of all
the classrooms.
The Jesuit wing in the north end of the
campus was renovated last year. The wing
houses the Board Room and third floor
administrative offices. The second floor
has the art rooms, and on the first floor is
the Theology Office and theology
classrooms. All of these rooms were in use
for the 1995-'96 school year.
Work onJhe theater began eighteen
months ago. Amazingly, what was once a
faculty parking lot is now the Performing

Arts Center. The Center features a large
stage and orchestra pit, tiered seating for
61 0, and plenty ofroom for scenery storage.
Two dressing rooms are backstag-e, a luxury
the old auditorium lacked. There is even a
dance studio with a mirrored wall used i11
dance classes.
Mr. Joe Schulte said that the Gala
Performers really liked the space in which
to perform. Schulte said the theater is also
"a great place to watch theater as well as to
perform." The seating offers and
unobstructed view for all, as well as very
comfortable seats. With the advent of the
theater, the auditorium was no longer
needed for plays and music(\ls. It was then
transformed into the nest ofthe ~n office,
the Counseling Department, and faculty
offices.
Windows have been installed between
the offices and the hallway to make the

see THE AC IS ON! page 6

· '-i. ,'

10

September 13, 1996

And Then Some
(continued from page 9)
state oompetitor and now lilwn Tim Powers,
the Jr. Bill golf squad settled with a 13th place.
finish after just one round of play in the state
tournament, which was shortened due to
clement weather.
SLUR's showing in the tournament was
led by junior Kevin Knapp's 78, senior Gary
Pohrer's79,andTimPower's80. TheGolfbills
team total of 324 placed them 25 strokes behind State Champion Popular Bluff. At the
conclusion of the season, Pohrer stated, 'This
year is over, but we'll be back."
With a 23-0 record. the Jr. Bill volleyball
team was undoubtedly confident entering the
post-season, previously winning both theMCG
tournament and the DeSmet Classic Tournament ·The Bills met a fiery Parkway West
team in the district final and overwhelmed the
Longhorns, winning the games 15-5 and 15-1,
respectively.
Next up was Parkway North, a team that
w as seemingly underestimated by the
Volleybills in the first game of the match.
After beginning slowly, the Bills bounced
back and won the match by scores of 15-12 and
15-5, respectively. This victory advanced the
SLUH squad.. to the semifinals of the state
tourney against a top-notch Rosary team. The
:Volleybills,lost to Rosary narrowly, thereby
' ending their nearly flawless season. But with
four returning seniors and ajuniorvarsityteam
with only one loss last season, another run at
the coveted state title appears more than probable. '
Steered by Mr. Charlie Martel, the tennis
squad. while concluding the MCC tournament
· with -a second place finish and winning their·
: district for the third straight year, beat MCC
champion Chariunade for the sectional championship. They subsequently traveled to
Springfield for the state tournament. losing to
eventual.c hampionRockhurstinthe first round,
and were thusly forced to settle on a third place
. finish.

w-

TheBagg3tawaybills, or Lacrossebills to
those not so familiar with Native American
language, qualified for the Missouri State
Lacrosse Association's playoffs. They Jost
.their first-round match to the Lancers of
Lafayette. ·
Also in the mix was the '96 edition of the
track team, who gave a strong showing at the
MCC meet earlier on in the season, as they
were edged by the CBC Cadets, 99-98. The
All-Catholic meet proved worthwhile also,

seventeen teams. Following the sixth place
finish in their district, the Trackbills placed
Senior Jerry Fitzgerald (800 meter run) and
now-grad Francis Shen (110 and 300 meter
hurdles), in the sectional meet. Shen then
extended his stay(m the Bill track program and
placed second in the 110-meter hurdles at the
state meet
The rifle club completed a record-breaking season, as six freshmen achieved the rank
of Expert Riflemen, accomplishing this ranking by hitting a dime fifty feet away in a
standing position. The old.record was set in
1966. The experts are Tim Bull, Vic
Melenbrink, Tony Scharf, Greg Miller, John
Senn, and Mike Shauglmessy.
With the spring season this year still
lingering several months away, spring sports
aficionados must simply wait for more of the
same successes that were produced last year
by the Jr. Billiken spring teams.

STUCO Speaks
by David Breslin
STUCO President
The focus for this year's STUCO and
Senior Class, around which we will center all
of our activities, is spirit. This spirit is not
limited to the playing fields, butpenneates the
classrooms, the chapel, and the activities which
take place at St. Louis U. High.
H the beginning of this year is a harbinger
for things to come, we are in terrific shape. So
far this year we have seen the return of the
Belly Brigades; we have had a pep rally to
galvanize the already strong-spirited st!Jdents
of SLUH; we have seen the energy and the ..
enthusiasm of the Blue Crew at the TWA
Dome; and we have had the the Running of the
Bills.
.
I hope to impress on you that this year's
STUCO is working diligently to insure that
whatyouhaveseensofarcontinuesthroughout
the year. We hope to continue old traditions
and pass on new ones, such as the senior
parking privilege. We hope to change the
nption that mixers are only for underclassmen,
and plan to offer an upperclassmen discount
beginning at tonight's mixer. Finally, I hope
that everyone will become involved this year
in as many ways as possible. I look forward to
-hearing your comments and suggestions.
Remember, you only get out of SLUH what
you put into it

How

They

Run

(continued from page 9)
some disappointtnents like [senior] Joe
Donnelly being sick and other varsity
members not having their best days. We
were just getting started," added Linhares.
Varsity results were as follows: senior Jerry Fitz-gerald came in second at
17:30;juniorsJohn Christie at 17:45; Chris
Graesser at 17:49; Ben Rosario at 17:50;
John Ramsey at 18:08; Luke Schulte at
18:14; and Scott Lauer at 18:30. By
comparison, 18:08 was the fastest varsity
time at last year's dual meet versus Parkway South.
On the JV level, SLUH shutout the
competition by taking the top six places.
In his first year of running cross-country,
sophomore Ken Reichert was the winner
with a time of 18:26.
The freshman team cruised to victory
as well, with six runners finishing the
two-mile run under 14 minutes.
The cross-country team will travel to
the Mt Vernon Invitational tomorrow at
10:00a.m, wheretheywillsquareoffwith
rival Desmet.
When asked how the team will fare
on Satmday~ Linhares said, "It's a real
question mark because lllinois has a good
cross-country reputation around the nation."
Commenting on the team's seasonal
goals, Linhares said, "We are ambitious
to reach 4th or better in the State Meet"
Senior captains Tim Blessing, Joe
Donnelly, and Eric Monda also like what
they see. "This is the mentally and physically toughe,~t team I've ever seen here,"
concluded Blessing. "And if we keep
working hard, we can be the best team in
SLUH history."

SLU!J{6 tlie 9{um6ers
Enrollment by class:

Freshmen
Sophomores
Juniors
Seniors

265
256
259
229

Forum
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EDITORlAL
My fellow students,
I am writing to you today to share with
you my belief that we are truly fortunate to
beaffordedtheprivilegetoattendourschool.
While I'm sure this message has been around
ever since Mrs. Backer frrstmade her fateful
donation, I believe that it has never been
more true than it is today.
Now is a historic time in the
development of SLUH, and I contend that
we, as the student body, have a very large
responsibility to help make this first year in
our newly renovated school run as smoothly
as possible. I ask that you have the foresight
to understand the early year inconveniences
as they truly are: minor and insignificant in
the big picture. Parking down the street for
a short while should not be viewed as a
major hardship when one considers that in a
matter of days we were able to park in a
newly paved lot
I have been dismayed with the negative

attitude that has been fostered by a number
of students towards our modernized
facilities. Before you begin to talk of a
longing for a better time of, "dingy walls
and dank classrooms," I ask you to consider
how good we really have it. Within the last
two years every classroom has been redone,
and now we are blessed with a fully airconditioned building which has put an end
to the stuffy and sticky classrooms which
students previously had to endure during the
beginning and end of each school year. If
you factor in the sorely needed additional
room the faculty now has in their offices, as
well as the top-notch theater, I think it is
clear that our school is an enormously better
educational setting than it was previously.
As I mentioned, all of these gifts come
with a responsibility. No longer can
seemingly small things like scribbling on a
desk or leaving paperin the halls be dismissed
as acceptable. When the classes of '97-'99
began attending school here, we inherited a

building that was, quite frankly, run down.
The bathrooms were despicable, and most
of the rooms had not been renovated for
seventy years. All of that has changed-and
now-so must our attitudes.
While it is important not to understate
the necessity of taking care of the pristine
walls and waxed floors, there is something
much larger at stake. With our fresh
surroundings must come a renewed
dedication to each other as human beings.
Our Christian ideals are meaningless if they
remain only as a concept spoken about
eloquently at retreats and prayer services.
Each member of our community must be
held accountable for the wellfare of every
individual who is a part of our community.
It is up the upperclassmen be a positive
example for the rest of the school-both
now and for generations to come.
Sincerely,
Dave Tenholder '97

LEITER TO THE EDITORS:
Cummings Questions Cost of Gala
To the SLUH Community:
According to the brochure sent to
SLUR alumni in August, last week's
Backer 2000 Celebration was designed as
a rededication of the school building "in
honor of those who teach (especially
parents as frrst teachers)." These are
certainly most noble words that correctly
celebrate both teachers and parents.
However, I find it disturbing that last
Saturday's black-tie Gala Dinner Dance
and Variety Show-the celebration's
centerpiece as cited at least twice in the
Post Dispatch-was priced far beyond
the means of most parents and teachers
and staff that would hope to attend.
I have a six·month old baby to whom
I am trying to be a ftrst teacher. At the
same time I'm trying to teach ninety-ftve
students this semester. Maybe this is why
I'm astonished that an event that was
designed "to celebrate StLouis University

High" (according to the Summer 1996
Alumni News) was priced at a minimum
of $75/person for faculty/staff or of $150/
person for anybody else. I look at these
prices and weigh them against the high
weekly cost of daycarecenters and wonder
why such high gala prices?
In a letter sent to the faculty/staff of
August 16, it was said that "the faculty
and staff [and I would assume parents as
frrst teachers] truly make SLUH the very
special school that it is." Isn't there an
obvious disparity between the words of
SLUH and its deeds-ticket prices that
are prohibitive to most of the SLUH
community? There' s also a disparity
between one set of words and another.
The August 16 letter also claimed that
"The Saturday night gala evening is not
intended necessarily to be celebratory,
but rather it is a fund-raiser... we have
deftned this event as a fund-raiser, not as
a party subsidized by our benefactors."

WhatwasintheSummerof1996anevent
"to celebrate" became by August 16 an
event "not intended necessarily to be
celebratory."
As the Director or Assistant Director
of approximately twenty-seven SLUH
Theater productions in the last nine years,
I welcome the opening of the new
Performing Arts Center and thank the
benefactors, both those who could and
those who could not afford to attend the
gala But I do find this contradiction
between words and deed and between
words and words to be most perplexing.
Half in jest, but only in half, I hope that
one day we won't have to buy a Personal
Seat License to see a Jr. Billiken football
game.
~

Sincerely,
Mr. Mark Cummings
Depts. of Fine Arts and English

----------------

--

----
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by Derek Spellman
Prep News Reporter

there were a few areas he wanted SLUH
c
to retocus on, such as making the
atmosphere more open to adjustment and
Last week marked a very significant
a bit friendlier.
event for St. Louis University High
If such a mingling of ideas was not
School. This event, however, was not
t o u g h
met with the
enough, Dr.
same celebra9think, most importantly, Bannister
tion or flash as
the beginning
that fiOU have to be here. entered just
as
SLUH
of the new
People expect their prin- itself was In a
school year, the
transition
cipal to be here.
building renoyear. Not
vation, or the
only did he
grand opening
have to deal with the usual duties of a
of the new theater. Last week began Dr.
principal, but he also had to undertake the
Robert Bannister's second year as princimassive task of managing SLUR's
pal of St. Louis University High School.
construction project, a tremendous
With SLUR's intense academic
responsibility for which he also credits
programs and wide variety ofsports teams
Mr. John Williams, Vice President of
and clubs keeping students busy, no one
Administrative Affairs. "We've been
really learned about that first year for
blessed
with Mr. Williams,"hesaid. "His
Bannister, about the difficulties and hard
ability
to
work with the faculty and be
work he put into the job. While most of
open
made
it a breeze."
us might expect Dr. Bannister to comment
And
so
with the area of construction
on the difficulty and discomfort of the
taken
care
of,
the question . of what a
transition, Bannister, a SLUH alumnus of
typicaldayislikeforStLouisUniversity
the class of '54, experienced the exact
High School's principal presents itself.
opposite.
Bannisterreplied that no routine schedule
"Having been a graduate, having had
exists, but that his day consists of
a close association throughout the years
committing
his time to meet the demands
with St. Louis U. High made last year's
SLUH places on him.
transition an easy one," Bannister
"I think, most importantly, that you
explained. He went on to say that
have to be here. People expect their
"everything with the faculty, with the
principaltobehere." Bannisterelaborated
students, and the building has been so
by saying, "I think it is important for a
open that it's been an easy transition."
principal to convey interest and create an
That is not to say that the inaugural
atmosphere of openness." For Bannister,
year progressed without some difficulties.
developing that atmosphere and interest
Although a former graduate, Bannister
involves more than just walking through
had been an administrator of Ladue High
the halls to converse with students and
School for 22 years, making for some
faculty or trying to attend as many
problems.
functions as he can. It also involves
"The discomfort from last year was
extensive
participation in the recruiting
not necessarily knowing always why
process with Ms. Mary Miller. And
certain things were the way they were,
when he does not work on recruiting or
butholding back when you had a tendency
being
present at student functions, he
to say, 'Well, that's not the way I am used
must attend "never-ending meetings."
to doing things, and I think we ought to."'
Bannister noted that he generally wanted
"Just on the Board of Trustees there
is a a Budget and Finance Committee, an

..~:.!:

Grounds Committee, and a School
Education Policy Committee. Those
groups, combined with the meetings with
facultyandbusinessmanagers,causeyou
to almost be meetinged-out." Bannister
then added, "Buttheyareimportantandl
need to be there."
Althoughthatstressofbalancingtime
commitments challenged him, Bannister
saidthatthegreatestobstacletoovercome
for the year was the turmoil and resulting
"apprehension from the students as to
who the new principal is and will we get
lost in the shuffle with all the renovations."
That hurdle was overcome and also
proved to be the most notable achievement
forBannister. "Thegreatestaccomplishment was the ability of all of us to work
together, to be a listener and allow input
from students and faculty to create
openness with the students and faculty."
With that trust established and
constructiondrawingtoaclose,onemight
expect there to be more changes coming
toSLUH. "Thatisnotthecase"answered
Bannister. Refocusing on a few areas
and, as far as technology goes, getting
television monitors set up in the
classrooms are the only changes for SLUH
on the horizon.
The amount of hard work and
exhaustion that accompanies tasks such
as ordering TV screens for every
classroom, or managing a multi-million
dollar construction project, or spending
long hours at school all day brings an
important question to light: What makes
it all worthwhile for Dr. Bannister?
"It is rewarding working with
teenagers," he responded. ''This is a very
critical time in the life of young men. In
four years there is a marked difference
between the young kid walking out of
eighth grade and the young man walking
outofhighschoolintocollege. Igettobe
a part of the growth of young men at
SLUH. I know that sounds canned and
corny, but I think if you scratched any
teacher around here, I think that is what
underneath is their, and my, motivation."

----------

Billiken Briefings
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Announcements:
Attention SLUH Community: The Elias
Family who lives in the SLUR/Habitat
for Humanity house has a tree which
needs to comedown due to storm damage.
The family is asking for anyone with the
knowledge, skills, and/or equipment to
help remove the tree. Please contact Mary
Gioia (SLUH Alumni Mom) at 726-1065.
Many Thanks!

***
For Sale: Navy bluePrepNews sweatshirt.
XL. Medium weight. 95% cotton, white
embroideredPrepNews logo. $20.00. See
Mr. Raterman in Room 208.

***
AUention:Mr. Maliborski would like to
remind all faculty and students of the
Activities Fair on September 19th, held in
M121.
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FRIDAY. SEPTEMBER 13

Schedule#2
During 2B: Freshman Class Mtg.
Soph, Jr, Sr take North Central
Evaluation
College Reps: U of Dallas
CSP: Our Little Haven, Truman House
Back-to-School Mixer-7:00p.m.
V-FB at O'Fallon, IL-7:30 p.m.
SATURDAY. SEP'fEMBER 14

CC at Mount Vernon lnv.-10:00 am.
Children's Theater-11:00 am.
V-Soccer vs. Vianney at CBC
Toumament-6:00 p.m.

College Reps: Wittenburg University
V-Soccer vs. St Dominic-6:30p.m.
CC at Eureka Invitational-4':30 p.m.
WP vs. MICDS a~ FPCC- 4:00p.m.
WEDNESDAY. SEYfEMBER 18

Schedule#!
During 2B: Latin Club Elections, NHS
College Reps: McKendree College
CSP: Karen House·
Sophomore Parent Meeting-7:30 p.m.
Board of Trustees-7:30p.m
WP vs. Parkway No at FPCC-4:00 p.m
THUBSDAY. SEPJEMBER 19

MONDAY. SEPTEMBER 16

Schedule#!
College Reps: Knox College,
Navy and ROTC Coordinators
CSP: Karen House
Back-to-School Night-7:30p.m.

Schedule#2
During 2B: Club Fair
College Reps: Rockhurst College
CSP: Sigel Tutoring
V-Soccer at Mehlville-7:30 p.m.
FRIDAY. SEYfEMBER 20

TUESDAY. SEPTEMBER 17

As the swdent-run newspaper of St
Schedule#2
Louis. University High School, the Prep
During 2B: Russian Club
NewsJSaweeklypublicationwhichstrives
Latin Club Officer Nominations
to inform the SLUH community about
'-... Freshman English Tutorial
events and people primarily through the
written word.
But we do attempt to include some visual
The Prep News is neither the voice
expression
in every issue-phoU,~hy,
of the administration nor of the students.
drawing,
technical
aids, or the like. DeRather, the newspaper functions as a serspite
our
desire
to
make
the paper visually
vant for the en.tire school. We make
appealing,
we
commit
ourselves not to
every effort to be objective in om news
allow
form
to
supersede
substance. ·
coverage and editing, and we hope weare
The
Prep
News
encourages
underfair in our sports reporting.
classman
involvement,
and
our
office
on
The organizational structure of the
thesecondflooroftheJesuitWing(Room
Prep News changes on a yearly basis
J222) is always open, whether for independing on personnel. For 1996-'97,
volvement, criticism, praise, or suggesthe Prep News has an editor-in-chiefand
tions.
Without student-body reaction and
three assistant editors. The editors are
feedback,
the Prep News could not funcco-workers, all equal in power and share
tion.
the duties of writing, copy-editing, layIf the Prep News is inaccurate we
out, and staff management. The editors
will
try to correct any signific&;t e~ in
are supported by the core staff of regular
the
following
issue.
reporters and press-room aides and by
This
is
the
platform and policy for
additional reporters, who are frequently
Volu~eLXIofthePrepNews.
ThePrep
underclassmen.
News
1s
the
only
weekly
high
school
Our primary emphasis as editors of
newspaper
in
St.
Louis,
and
is
one
of
only
~Prep News is upon accurate reporta
handful
in
the
United
States.
tog, careful editing, and clear writing.., .

Schedule#!
College Reps: Washington University
CSP: Our Little Haven, Truman House
V-Football vs. Beaumont-7:00 p.m.
WP at Parkway Central-4:00p.m.

Jrrp
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St. Louis' only weekly high
school newspaper

VOLUME LXI. NUMBER
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Editor-in-cbjef: Luke Voytas
Editors: Ben Caldwell, Eric Monda,
Dave Tenholder
Core Staff: Matt BtJmb, Greg
Leuchtmann, Mike Mueth
Reporters: John Beseau Tim Callahan
Chris Heckel, Steve He~ns. Andre~
Lavigne, John Mahon, Mark Shea, Jason
Vydacil, Steve Walentik
·
STUCO Consultant: Dave Breslin
ComputerConsultant: Mr. BobOverkamp
Moderators: Mr.Craig Hannick, Mr.Eric
Meyer, Mr. Patrick Zarrick
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21 Named Semi-finalists In
National Merit Competition
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by John Mahon
Prep News Reporter

Inoneofthelarger numbers in recent
years, twenty-one SLUH seniors were
named semi-fmalists in the 42nd annual
National Merit Scholarship Program this
past Wednesday.
These academically talented seniors
can advance in the competition for
approximately 7,000 Merit Scholarship
awards. These awards, collectively worth
about $27 million, will be offered next
spring. The scholarships awarded by the
Merit Program are supported by some600
independent sponsor organizations and
institutions encouraging the pursuit of
academic excellence.
These SLUR students beat out over
1.1 million students in over 20,000 U.S.
high schools by scoring in the top half of
one percent on the 1995 Preliminary
Scholastic Assessment Test/National
MeritScholarshipQualifyingTest(PSAT/

NMSQT).
.
Before these students can be considered for Merit Scholarship awards, they
mustadvancetoFinaliststatusbyfulfilling
additional requirements. These include
an outstanding academic record, being
recommended by Dr. Bannister, and
submittirig SATI scores thatconfum their
earlier PSAT/NMSQT performance.
Nationwide, about 90% of the semifinalists are expected to meet the requirements
for the fmals. If theseSLUH seniors make
it to the fmals, they will receive the title of
Merit Scholar and quite possibly receive a
college scholarship.
The following seniors were named
semifmalists: Ryan Barlow, Chris Dana,
Dave Hanneke, John Heitmann, Mike
Meresak, Eric Monda, Ben Murphy,
Charlie Oppelt, Steve Rose, Pat Schisler,
Jake Schneider, Jim Seaton, MattSiedhoff,
Bill Sommer, Luke Voytas,Jason Vytlacil,
Tim Wall, Brad Weber, Dave Weiskopf,
Matt Winkler, and Jason Zakibe.

Hispanic Scholars Recognized
by Dave Tenbolder
Co-Editor

In a statement released by the College
Board on Monday, SLUH seniors Luis
Gomez and Brandon Martinez were named
as Scholar Finalists in the National
Hispanic Scholar Recognition Program.
According to the release, the program
"provides national recognition of the
exceptional academic achievements of
Hispanic high sch~ol seniors, and
identifies academically well prepared
Hispanic high school seniors for post
secondary institutions."
Martinez and Gomez were included
in the group of2,500 students designated
as fmalists out of the 100,000 students
nation wide who identified themselves as
Hispanics upon takingthePSAT/NMSQT.
Tobeeligibleforthedistinctionofscholar,
students needed a grade point average of
3.5 or higher. While Martinez admits that
, he appreciates the recognition, be stressed

that "being Hispanic is but a small part of
who I am," and that "I believe [the
program] was primarily created for those
with a greater financial need."

!!Attention!!
by Chris Heckel
Prep News Reporter

The annual back-to-school mixer
will be held tonight in the SLUH
gymnasium. It will begin at 7:00p.m.
and end at 11 :00 p.m., although the
doors will be closed from 8:00 p.m.
until10:30 p.m. The mixer is open to
all S~UH students and all girls from
area schools. The admission fee is $5
and all non-SLUH males must have a
pre-sale ticket from the STUCO Office
atthecostof$1. TKODJ's will supply
the music, and the Senior Peer Patrol
will be there to keep the mixer crowd
under control.

Paved Parking Paradise
by Bryan Bums
Prep News Reporter

Among the many improvements made
at St. Louis University High School this
summer, an important one to students is the
change involving the lower parking lot.
The lengthy process began earlier this
summer with the conversion of th~ gravel
lot and surrounding streets into a larger
parking lot and a new sports field.
This new field will initially be used by
physical education classes and eventually
will be large enough to host Band C Soccer
games. And with the movement of a few
utilities, the field may even be large enough
to hold football games. Administrators
expect to be using the new facility by midOctober.
When students came to school last
Tuesday, they were surprised to fmd the
new parking lot still unfinished. While
several students were lucky enough to find
parking areas on the old lot, most were
forced to scramble for spots in the Science
Center Overflow Lot. This past weekend,
the new lot was paved, providing more
spaces for the student body. The possibility
of a larger parking lot exists in the area that
now contains Boy 'sHope,just to the east of
the existing lot.
Also a new addition to the parking
system are the parking tags that are to be
hung on therearview mirrors ofthe students'
cars. With every car registered and
catalogued in the computer systems, Mr.
Clark believes the system will be much
"more efficient" in the notification of
students' illegally parked or vandalized

cars.
Future plans for the lower lot include
a senior-only lot, currently being discussed
by STUCO President Dave Breslin and Mr.
Clark. And to improve safety, security
cameras are currently keeping tabs.on the
parking lots, while the installment of a
fence around the southern side of school
could be a possibility' in the future.
With the changes almost complete,
the new parking area shoul<.f benefit
everyone. To students who drive to school,
take gym classes, or participate in athletics,
the new renovation is a welcomed
improvement.
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Gala
continued from page 1)
graced the 72-year old Backer Memorial
building with his presence as he presided
ovenhe Dedication Mass, attended by
about 400 people. After the mass the
attendees were free to tour the building
and ask questions to student volunteers
who were stationed throughout the school.
According to the volunteers, the most
heavily visited areas were the new theater
and the rest of the performing arts
complex.
This past Saturday night saw the
second and most spectacular phase of the
Gala, which about275 SLUH supporters
attended. The benefactors began arriving
at the school around 6:00 p.m. for
cocktails, horsd' oeuvres, and socializing.
At 7:00, the benefactors entered the
new theater where they were entertained
by a wide variety of acts including a
choral performance by several alumni.
The show was hosted by Mr. Joe Krebs
'61 and Ms. Ellen Foley. Krebs currently
anchors News4 Today and News4 Nine
at the NBC affiliate WRC-TV in
Washington, D.C. Mr. TomBecvar, who
was responsible for the reservations, said,
"Theshowwentreallywell. ItwasgreaL" '
Another attendee described the show as
being of "Broadway proportions and
quality."

After the performance, the patrons
found their way into the gymnasiwn. An
exquisite three course dinner was served
around 8:45 p.m. While the benefactors
dined on their meals, jazz sounds from the
Eddie Fritz Quintet permeated the gym.
Eddie Fritz himselfis a graduate of SLUH.
After the patrons hadlmished eating,
guidance counselor Mr. Dave Mouldon's
band, The Old Kids On The Block, took
the stage and played popular hits from the
late SO's and early 60's. The SLUH
supporters couldn't resist the opportunity
to dance the night away, and stayed until
aftermidnightswinging to oldies. Costello
was thrilled with the generosity of the
patrons saying, "It showed me the
wonderful affection people have for this
place."
The third and final part of the
celebration occurred Sunday, September
8, a week after the gala began. The
structure of the day was very similar to its
predecessor of a week before. Mass began
at 10:00 p.m. and afterwards the school
was opened to the public to take a tour of
the newly renovated building.
Backer 2000 wrapped up a long,
distracting year of construction with a
celebration of possibilities for the future.
StUH's commitment to expand to remain
the leaderin St. Louis secondary education
shows that this school will be leading the
way into the 21st century.

TheACisOn
(continued from page 1)
rooms look more spacious and inviting.
Senior Paul Bush said. "h's a lot more
convenient with all the faculty offices in
one space." Having a centralized location
for the offices makes it easier to fmd faculty
or administration when trying to talk to
them.
The space above these new offices is
storage for the time being, but is ready for
future expansion. Classrooms or more
offices can be put in when or if needed.
Every one ofthe classrooms have been
repainted, resurfaced, ·a nd the ceilings
lowered. Air conditiqning, a new and
welcome feature to the classrooms, was
installed. The old windows and glass blocks

were knocked out and bigger and brighter
windows put in.
Wiring has even been run with intent
to put monitors in the rooms. These monitors
should facilitate video supplements to
· teachers' lessons. In addition, computers
~ and telephones have the ability to be hooked
up with this wiring. None of these have
been installed as of yet.
Problems do arise with the changes.
The ciassrooms either seem hot and stuffy,
or have temperatures so cold as to earn
them nicknames like "meatlockers." The
problem should be resolved by the beginning
of next week. The renwnbering and letter
prefixes of rooms have some students
confused.
Vice President John Williams, one of
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.a nd Mr. E* Meyer '92 have also pledged to
help as much as possibie. orki.Jig alongside
the moderators will be senior editors Ben
Caldwell, Eric Monda. Dave Tenholder, and
Luke Voytas.
Along with a committed core of juniors
and sophomores, this staff hopes to be both
thorough and efficient. ''We have a lot of
good personnel to help us produce the best
newspaper we can," noted Hannick. "And
we're going to take advantage of all the dedicated people we have."
There has also been much new interest in
the Prep News , judging from some 40 students who appeared at a meeting on the first
day of school. The students who made a
commitment represented all classes on an
equal basis. "The number of students willing
to participate weekly is really encouraging,"
remarked Caldwell.
'
Despite the radical change in leadership,
the focus and format of the paper basically
remains the same. The paper will continue to
thoroughly covernews andsports, while serving. as a forum for student, faculty, 311d parent
opinions. Hannick feels that there is no reason
to change a good thing. He explained, "I want
our readership to receive the same high-quality journalism they have in the past."
The staff is.excited about the new year,
it:S challenges, and the conflicting opinions
that will inevitably be voiced through the

w

Prep News.
Tenholder is looking forward ro providing the school with such a forum for discussion. "I hope the student body takes an active
role in the paper by sharing their views."
the people in charge of the construction,
admitted that he is very hapPy with the
outcome of the entire project, but is glad
that it's finally over.
It might take a while for students to get
used to the updates, buttheconfusioncaused
is well worth the improvementS in the
school's appearance.

Qjwte of the weeK._
"Most of us are about as eager to be
changed as we were to be born, and go
through our changes in aslmilar staie of
shock."
-James Baldwin
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OleBills Stornt Madrid This Past June
famous city of Toledo located
morning, they saw the Catedral de
Sevilla, a huge Church that dominates
southwest of Madrid. Toledo was a
center of learning in Spain under
the city of Seville.
Over the summer, SLUH Spanish
Muslim control and later became
Tuesday was spent traveling to
teachers Mr. Greg Bantle and Mr.
famous for its swords.
the Mediterranean. Wednesday and
Charles Merriott led tenSLUH .-------=========:::-:-::===~ Thursday were spentexploring
students on a two week trip to
Nerja, a beach town along the
Spain. Chris Thiemet (Class
southern coast of Spain .
of '96), seniors John Simon,
Students were given the
Dave Tenholder, Matt
freedom to explore the city in
Donaldson, Nick Bommarito,
groups on their own in order
Matt Sisul, and Matt Haffer,
to experience the foreign land
and juniors Scott Reed, Mike
for themselves.
Myers, and Matt Dittmeier
Friday morning the group
awoke early and traveled to
journeyed across the Atlantic
withthehopeofenrichingtheir
Granada. There they saw the
Spanish
studies
by
Alhambra, the last Moorish
experiencing first hand the
palace in Spain. The group
sights, culture, and language
then went to Segovia where
of Spain. The trip was
they stayed for two nights.
"" highlighted by the experience
Saturday they saw Alcazar ,
of the Spanish night life, the Bantle and Merriott pose with las chicas at the end of the evening. the famous castle that Spanish
beauty of the countryside,
photo by John Simon students would recognize from
interaction with Spanish girls,
the 1995-'96 Spanish T -shirts.
On Saturday morning, the
Sunday they traveled back to
and Mr. Merriott's accosting of a
would-be pick-pocket.
SpanishbillstraveledbybustoMadrid.
Madrid for their last night in Spain
Students left Lambert Field in St.
Upon arriving in Madrid, they boarded
where they ate dinner with a group of
Louis on Memorial Day and flew to
ElAve, theSpanishbullettrain. While
fellow Missourians who attend St.
John F. KennedyinternationalAirport
on board the group enjoyed the
Dominic's High School. The next
luxuries of first class including a
morning, June 10, they left to return
in New York. They then changed
planes and flew to the Spanish capital
splendid meal which included wine.
home to the United States.
of Madrid. The group spent Tuesday
El Ave took the group to Cordoba
Students chose to participate in
the trip for various reasons. Simon
recovering from the long flight and
where they experienced a local fair. In
getting settled into the hostel where
Cordoba, the students encountered a
sighted his "love of the Spanish
they stayed for the next two nights.
group of Spanish girls whom they
language," as his main purpose for
Tuesday night, the Spanish scholars
stayed out with until4 a.m. With the
goingoversees.Despitetheirdivergent
ate dinner at the Hard Rock Cafe in
girls the group had the opportunity to
motivations for taking part in the trip,
downtown Madrid.
use the Spanish that they had been
everyone who went agreed that it was
studying for as many as four years.
successful on all fronts.
The third day of the trip was spent
at the Prado, the world famous Art
Sunday morning, the students
Museum in Madrid, which featured
attended mass at La Mezquita, the
anexhibitbytheSpanishpainterGoya.
cathedral in Cordoba. They then
The next day the group traveled by
traveled to Seville where they had the
SLUR's Varsity Soccer team fell 3-2
.r"'t-:ain to El Escorial, a palace that was
opportunity to watch a bull fight, an
to CBC last night, as a late Cadet goal
the summer home of Philip II in the
experience that Tenholder described
overcame the scoring efforts of SLUR's
16th Century. On the fifth day of the
as "eye-opening to the old country
Taylor Twellman and Joe Orso.
and its historical customs." The next
trip, the Junior Bills took a train to the
by Steve Walentik
Prep News Reporter
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Varsity Gridbills Fall to
Hazelwood In Dome Game
by Mark Shea

Prep News Reporter
Coming into the first game of the
season, the Varsity Foothills knew that
they had a tough task ahead of them. The
Spartans of Hazelwood East had gone
undefeated last season while on their way
to winning the state championship and
had highly-touted wide receiver Reggie
Gennany.
In a mistake-filled game at the Trans
World Dome, SLUH was unable to keep
Hazelwood 's speed in check and lost 4821. Hazelwood's six fumbles were offset
by the Gridbills' three interceptions and
inability to stop Germany.
SLUH took the opening lead
capitalizing on linebacker senior Mark
Shea's strip of a Spartan running back that
was recovered by fellow linebacker senior
Dave Thielemier. The Bills took it down
the field clearing a path for senior running
back sensation senior Renato Fitzpatrick.
Fitz apparently had slashed his way to the
end zone on a 27 yard run down the
sideline, but he was ruled down at the one
yard line. Two plays later, quarterback
senior Phil Winter took the ball in on a
sneak sending the Bills' stands into a
frenzy. Hazelwood quickly struck back
on the ensuing kickoff as stunned SLUH

Soccer bills
by Dave Tenholder

Co-Editor
After one of the most successful
seasons in school history, one might think
this year's Varsity Soccer team would be
looking to rest on its laurels. However,
after talking to head coach Mr. Charlie
Martel, it becomes clear that this is not the
case. When asked about his team's
chances of returning to the final four of
the state championship tournament, Martel
commented, "This team is definitely
capable of repeating last year's success. I
hope we will be playing again this year at
Soccer Park's field number one."

fans watched Germany run the
kick 96 yards back for the
touchdown, tying the game at
seven.
The second quarter proved
disastrous for the Gridbills as
the Spartans scored twenty
points. The Bills were unable to
capitalize on two more Spartan
fumbles even with Fitzpatrick's
spectacular rushes and returns.
However, the Bills fought back after
falling behind 34-7 in the third quarter.
Fitzpatrick took the ball in for six t\\rice
from 5 and 15 yards as SLUH took
advantageofanotherHazelwoodfumble.
With the lead cut to thirteen, the good
guys caught another break in the fourth
quarter when Germany fumbled senior
Victor Vigil's punt Special teams guru
senior Chuck Galli alertly pounced on the
loose ball. Nevertheless, a sack and lots
of pressure by the Hazelwood defense
forced the Bills to punt ending their
chances at an upset victory.
Fitzpatrick finished off a remarkable
game with 164 yards on 21 rushes and
returned five kicks for 152 yards.
Thielemier led the defense with six tackles
and six assists. The Bills played a hardfought game on the turf in the TWA
Dome, but they came out with a tough

Start

Renato Fitzpatrick breaks
Hazelwood's secondary

photo by Justin Woodard

loss to the defending state champs. Strong
safety and captain senior Matt Orso said,
" It's a tough way to start out the season
but we can learn from this game an,
improve our play fortherestofthe season."
TonighttheGridbillstakeonO'Fallon
at 7:30 pm at O'Fallon Field in lllinois.
Expect the Bills to bounce back from last
Saturday's defeat and come out ready to
play. The blue crew is ready for another
wild and crazy performance while rooting
for the team. The Foothills encourage
everyone to travel across the river for the
game to support the team in ending
O'Fallon's 17 game regular season win
streak.

Season

The team is led by Senior CoCaptains Mike Amann and John
Sprengnether. Amann, who is the team's
only fourth year varsity competitor,
anchors the defense consisting of fellow
seniors Jason Struttman, Brian 0 ' Neal,
and Mike Adrian. Sprengnether leads
the cast of seniors at midfield with
teammatesJamieMillerandBillSommer.
After a unusually long pre-season
which featured 78 participants in tryouts,
the team began its regular season play by
defeating St. Charles 3-0 at home. The
season -opening win was followed by a 20 win at Gibault. After two shutout
victories to start the season, Manel and

i nto

Strong

company prepared to begin play in the
annual CBC tournament, which features
four area power houses in CBC, DeSmet,
SLUH, and Vianney.
SLUH opened tournament play last
Tuesday with arcmatchoflastyear'sstate
title game against DeSmet SLUH fell43 in what Martel dubbed a "evenly played
match which was lost as a result of key
mentallapses."
">
Despite the loss, Assistant Coach
Terrance Murray remains optimistic. "We
are returning seven major contributors
from last year, and will play fifteen of the
top teams from the St. Louis area."

M."'
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Polo]:>ills Face Stiff Competition from MICDS
by Tim CaDaban
Prep News Reporter
The 1996 water polo season is
underway, but this season is different than
the past four. SLUH is not favored to win.
"Country Day is thenumberoneteam
ranked by most area coaches," stated head
coach Mr. Charlie Busenhart. ''But would
you rather be number one and have
everyone trying to knock you down or
number two?"
Even though MICDS is the favorite,
do not count the Busenbills out. Once
again, the strength of the team is the
depth.
"Instead of having six players, we
have nine solid players, which is the way
I like it,': says Busenhart. The team is led
by arg~bly the best player in the metro
area, senior Tyler Korte. Korte will share
leadership with fellow seniors Matt
Guerrerio and Neil Asinger. Junior Jeff
Maitz also is expected to be a dominant

forceonoffense. AccordingtoBusenhart,
seniors Keith Mug, Steve Rose, junior
Justin Woodard, and sophomore Ryan
Keefe, can all fill the fmal two starting
positions..
The weakness of the team, however,
is the lack of experience in goal. Six-foot,
four junior Tim O'Connell steps up to
varsity level to fill the position vacated by
the graduation of one of the area's best
goal keepers, Tony Paster. Rounding out
the team are juniors Matt Arnoldy, Tony
Erker, Brendan Gates, Jon Navarro, Mark
Schrewe, Colin Smith, and Sean
Zuckerman.
This talented team is definitely ready
for the challenge. "We are a lot more
focused at practice, probably because the
Jr.Billikens'64-gamewinningstreakwas
broken and they lost the championship to
the same team who broke their record,
MICDS."
The Aquajocks are on the right path

to revenge those incidents of last year.
They opened the season last Tuesday
against University City. Like the days of
old, the Bills beat their foe by the score of
20-3.
Tri-captain Guerrerio led the attack
by scoring six goals. Maitz netted eight
while Korte scored with three. Sophomore
Keefehadtwo,andAsinger,Gates,Smith,
and Schrewe each had one. .The Polobills
went on to defeat their next opponent,
Parkway South. A powerhouse last year,
South was no match for the '96 squad
which overpowered them with 15 goals to
their three.
Steve Rose led the offense this game
with three goals. Asinger, Korte,
Guerrerio, Keefe, and Mug each put away
two while Woodard and Smith rounded
out the offensive attack with one goal
each.
So far, SLUH is proving themselves
adefmiteforcetobereckonedwith. New
streak: 2 games and countiitg.

Spring Season Sports Wrap-Up V-Harriers
Mixed Reviews for Baseball, Golf, Lacrosse, Volleyball, Tennis Strain;JV
byMattBumb
Jumps Ahead
Prep News Core Staff
Spring,sports at the U. High- yet another
memorable mark has been made by a fleet of
seven teams who helped cap off last year in a
more than solid fashion.
Immediately coming to mind is Mr. Steve
Nicollerat's ·oiamondbills, who finished the
season in the quarterfmals at McCluer, following a previous.season oftmexpected success at
Columbia onSimmons field in the semi-fmals
of state. Or perhaps, a very mentionable
Volleybill squad, who, tmder the guidance of
Mr. Don Maurer and Mr. Paul Scovill, fmc
ished the first state-sanctioned volleyball season in stellar fashion, losing narrowly in the
semi-fmals at Lafayette. The list goes on, as
track. tennis, golf, lacrosse, and rifle also
providedremarkable stories for the 1996 spring
sports season.
After amassing a 12-2recordin the regular season, Nicollerat's Basebills entered postseason play against Cleveland NJROTC in the
district final, a game in which the Bills won
handily 7-2. They then moved on to the

sectionalgame,facingrivalCBC. Inagamein
which now -grad pitcher Mike Pagan provided
much of the firepower, the Jr. Bills overcame
the Cadets by a score of 4-1.
·A formidable McCluer team was the next
opponent for the Diamondbills in the
quarterfmals of the state tourney. The wellplayed. game progressed into extra innings,
with the score tied 6-6. In the top of the eighth,
McCluer scored the winning run off a base hit,
edging the Basebills, 7-6. Coach Nicollerat
stated simply that "it was a great game to
watch and play."
The Bills ended their season ranked tenth
in the area and with an excellent record of 15-

by Greg Leucbtmann
Prep News Core Staff'

The Jr. Bill golf team wrapped up their
season with a respectable 6-5-1 record, qualifying for the stale tourney for the fifth year in
a row, while also claiming their fourth district
title in the last five years under the supervision
of Mrs. Bonnie Vega. Powered by four-time

With the accolades of a successful
1995 .season behind them, SLUH crosscountry runners were greeted with stiff
competition in this season's opener. On
Wednesday, September 4th, the Harrierbills ran against an excellent Parkway
South team. Although SLUH lost by 3
points, Head Coach Mr. Jim Linhares was
encouraged by the varsity team's performance.
"We were much stronger this year
than we were last Last year we had no
one under 18 minutes. This year we had
four under 18. They are significantly
better and much improved," commented
Linhares on the cross<ountry team's recent meet.
"I got what we expected. There were

see AND THEN SOME, page 10

see HOW THEY RUN, page 10
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