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Seniors Suffer Snow To Serve Sisyphus:
Still Only
T
Two Bits
by Benjamin CaldweU
Co-Editor

HREE WEEKS WITHOUT home
work, tests, and books? The seniors
are finally back at school, but don't think
they've had it easy for the past month.
They took a break from the books to give
service to this community as well as communities thousands of miles away. The
projectstheyundertookrangedfromworking at schools with blind children to taking a trip to Honduras and singing at
schools and nursing homes. They gave
the students a chance to see the personal
side of life, one that is often shrouded in
an environment of social and academic
privilege.
There were 111 possible sites which
the seniors could choose several months
before the project 63 of them were taken
up by the class of '97, resulting in an array
of locations. Special School District
schools such as Litzinger and Parkway
Early Childhood Center were popularsites,

as were retirement centers. A new project
took place at a homeless shelter, where
Steve Goldbeck stayed in the evening to
help homeless people through the night.
Sometimes Goldbeck stayed until morning if his help was needed. Tony Rizzuti
went solo into the Jesuit infirmary, where
retired Jesuits can stay. He gave them
company or just someone to talk to.
On the morning of January 2, all the
seniors came to SLUH for a missioning
service. After a quick service, they set out
to work.
OntheeveningofJanuaryl3,aprayer
service and reflection meeting was held.
Seniorsdiscussedtheeffectivenessoftheir
projects as well as their impressions of the
first week. It gave them a chance to tell
about their own challenges while also
hearing about others' experiences.
The mastermind behind all the scheduling and paperwork was Mr. John
Mueller. He made sure that each senior
had his project picked and advised each
project site to prepare for his arrival.
Mueller feels
that "the seniors
were the most cooperative of any group
I've worked with in
the last six years.
And that's the truth."
Keeping deadlines
and turning in forms
provide most of the
hassles.
The work for
Mueller was somewhatoverwhelming,
but the project is
something in which

see SERVICE,
page2

by Jeff Ebert
Prep News Reporter
INCE THE JANUARY 3rd deadline for submissions, anticipation for
the Winter '97 edition of Sisyphus has
been building. Next Thursday the 44
page magazine of literature and art will
be unveiled to the SLUH community,
still sold at the modest price of 25 cents.
The literary editors received about
fifty anonymous manuscripts from students in every class. Each then read the
widely varying submissions and convened to discuss which would be best for
the magazine. When all the near-fatal
altercations and differences in opinion
subsided, a consensus was finally reached
on which stories and poems should grace
the pages of Sisyphus. Shortly later,
another agreement was arrived at this
issue will be good.
The seven short stories, many of
which originated in the senior Reading
and Writing Fiction Class, are very
strong. Senior David Breslin wrote Broken Heart, which deals with the complex, abusive relationship between a
youngmanandhisfather. ABarberan' s
Revelation [sic], a lighthearted story by
senior Dan Erker, focuses on an event
that leads a young boy to a realization
about life. Polka Dots, by Senior Mike
Meresak, tells of a teen's comic, fatedriven quest to become acquainted with
a woman that he meets briefly in a
see LIT ZINE, page 3
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LEITERS TO THE EDITORS
I first would personally like to applaud the administration for their recent decision
to expand Theology to a four day class. On the surface, however, this move seems to
be a great compromise as a problem still exists concerning the Fine Arts Department
Presently, in order to take a fine art, sophomores and juniors must drop P.E. and take
theology during zero-hour. Presently 29 sophomores and 45 juniors are involved in a
confusing situation like this. As the proposal stands now, those students would not be
able to take fine arts courses next year. This is mainly because students will have to
take P .E. their freshman and sophomore years and either their junior or senior year. I
personally took zero hour my sophomore and junior years and took less classes my
senior year to fit chorus in for three years. I am one of many students who have done
this. Under the presently proposed system this option would end.
I am not saying that this proposal is terrible-it just needs refinement I urge the
underclassmen to stand up for that refinement. If the underclassmen don' t, then the fme
arts department should seriously question the proposal. After all, less students in the
fme arts program means less teachers may be needed.
I also ask the administration to examining the possibility of making a committee
to redo the entire schedule. There have been many problems voiced by students, such
as the desire to study in eight subject areas while there are only six periods available
under the current schedule. Many other schools have already addressed this, and it is
about time SLUR does. Whatever the outcome, I am glad that I am leaving this
scheduling mess behind me.
Jeff Abernathy '97

Service
(continued from page 1)
he believes strongly. ''To see [community service] is the most rewarding thing
to do in life-to help other people."
To help with all the paperwork, the
rnissioning service, and the reflection
meeting, Mr. Bart Geger, S.J. took up
the challenge of assisting Mueller.
Geger is amazed by the impression
that the SLUR men for others have left
on the St. Louis community. He noted
that he has "heard nothing but raves"
from the supervisors ofthe project sites.
The supervisors see a lot of volunteers
through the year, and "often there is a
remarkable difference" between the average volunteers and the Jr. Bills.
Geger is a strong supporter of the
project, saying, ''We talk about Christian charity, and this lets us put our
money where our mouth is."
For the next few weeks, the Prep
News will feature a series of essays and
reflections from seniors. Look for them
in upcoming issues.

Cashbah '97

compiled from sources
The plans for the 1997 edition of
Cashbah have been fonnally announced.
This year's chairs are Nancy Giljum,
Rose Haberberger, Tom Fournie, and
John Wunderlich. Fr.MartinHagan,S.J.
will serve as Honorary Chairman.
The draw of Cashbah, which last
year made $250,000, is not only its auction items but also its spirit. This year's
Cashbah has some fine antiques, refurbished by the Father's Club under the
eyes of Brother Dick Witzofsky, S.J.
Several trips highlight the evening.
The Orient Express trip includes stays in
London and Venice with the infamous
OrientExpressridein between. A weekend in Paris and a pair of trips to Ireland
round out the bidding.
Cashbah will take place on Saturday, March 15, 1997. Tickets are
$85.00 each. To make your reservation,
call SLUR at 531-0330, Ext. 158. A
preview party will be held on the evening
of Friday, March, 14 for those who just
cannot wait for the main event.
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Technology
Invasion
by Mike Muetb
Prep News Core Starr

Last Tuesday, SLUR students received a well-earned day off to allow the
faculty members to attend SLUR's second annual Technology Fair.
The fair, which was coordinated by
Mrs. Peggy Pride, lasted from 7:30a.m.
unti12:40 p.m. The day began with coffee
and donuts being served in the cafeteria,
which was followed by an Administration
Business Meeting. Teachers were then
able to attend four out of 19 sessions, with
a lunch break in between the second and
third sessions.
There 19 different sessions covered
topics such as the Internet, word processing, spreadsheets, and using digital cameras. The presentations, made by 14 different faculty members, each lasted 70
minutes and were either hands-on or
demos. In addition, juniors Dan Pride and
Dan O'Brien got a chance to teach their
teachers by giving two presentations on
the Internet.
Many teachers believed that the day
was beneficial, especially those who had
previous!y had little experience with technology. One teacher said of the session he
attended that "it allowed us to make suggestions" on how the technology can be
used. Commenting on the experience he
had during the fair, Fr. Dick Hadel, SJ.
admitted, "whenever we have a Technology Fair, I rediscover that I am a technological Neanderthal."

I

Quotes of tlie Wee(
I'm pleased God made my skin black.
I wish He had made it thicker.
Curt Flood

The greatest progress we have made,
and the greatest progress we have yet
to make, is in the human heart
President Bill Clinton's
Inaugural Address

'------------------
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Wrestlers Set For MICDS Tourney
by Jason Vytlacil
Prep News Reporter
In wrestling action this week, a disappointing loss to the Chaminade Flyers
disheartened the Bills but also served as
an incentive for the team to work at the
upcoming MICDS tournament
Against Chaminad~, senior captains
Mike Kuhn (125) and Matt Nischwitz
(135) began the match with a pin and a
minor decision respectively. Sean O'Brien
later added six points by receiving a bye at
145 pounds. The next Jr. Bill to bring
victory was junior Tim Ferrell (152) who
conquered his foe by a score of 13 to 7. In
a tight match, he maintained his composure for the well-earned decision. The ,
juniorscontinuedtostepupasDanHarvath
displayed his spectacular takedown ability at 171 pounds, pummelling his opponent. Chris Kellett ended the match with
a bye. Those isolated Jr. Bill victories,
however, were not repeated often enough
to carry the Jr. Bills. Chaminade took the
important MCC match by a score of 42 to
30.
The JV wrestlers found more success, achieving their third victory against

Lit Zine
(continued from page 1)
shop.
Diversity in the selection of five
poems is apparent. "Dark Boys," by
senior Luke Voytas, takes a probing
look at teenagers emotionally lost after
years of mundane domesticity. Senior
Dave Weiskopf is the authorof"Rene's
Blues," which concerns the unfortunate
victim of a strange form of brigandage.
Artwork is vital to Sisyphus-one
look at the cover, designed by senior art
editor Vincent Dickhoff, should convince anyone of this. For this issue one
can expect high quality work from artists such as senior Matt Siedhoff and
juniors Matt Kleinberg, Paul Lodes, and
Mark Wintermann. The centerfold even
features the likeness of a certain SLUR
student (it could be you, so buy a copy).
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piers took wins in
seven weight categories to win the meet by
a score of 40 to 34.
The frrst victory came
from sophomore Dave
Kaiser (112). His win
was followed by a
flurry ofincredible pins
by Chris Abbott (125),
Sean O'Brien (145),
NickGrebe1{152),and
Chris Kellett (189).
Brian Braune! took a
bye to seal the win for
the Bills.
The Varsity team
is looking forward to
redeeming itself at the
upcoming MICDS
tournament this weekend. SLUH tends to do
very well at this tournament, winning it in
recent years, and this
year they hope to continue the trend.

Sean O'Brien and Mike Kuhn battle for position

Mr. Rich Moran, now in his eleventh year as moderator of the magazine,
said that this issue is "longer than usual,"
featuring both "great fiction and great
poems." He "found [himself] laughing
out loud, even on the tenth reading" of
some of the more amusing narratives.
Assistant moderator Mr. Eric Meyer, a
'92 SLUR graduate and former literary
editor of Sisyphus, believes that the
magazine "has maintained a consistent
standard of excellence."
JuniorliteraryeditorTony Hall said
the issue "looks promising," and that
the "increase in the number of poems
has added to the variety of the magazine," alluding to the paucity of poetry
in the previous issue. Senior editor
Brendan Corcoran "really enjoys this
issue," for it contains "in-depth and
realistic stories dealing with the human
condition." Vince Dickhoff summed

up the quality of art in the magazine as
"fantastic."
While the ideal situation would be
to give every student and teacher a copy
of Sisyphus, high printing costs limit
circulation to about 350 copies. Thus
there is the nominal charge of 25 cents,
ensuring that the magazine falls into the
hands of those who really want one.
While you peruse the pages of this
issue, also keep in mind the upcoming
Spring edition. While the deadline is
currently scheduled for April 28, it is
never too early to begin work on manuscripts or art. Also, discussion about
redesigning the layout of the magazine
has begun, and one may even anticipate
a new look for the next issue.
The editors and moderators would
like to thank all who submitted their
manuscripts or artwork for consideration.
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Calendar byGregUhrhan
FRIDAY, JANUARY 24
Schedule#2
During 2B: Senior Liturgy
Frosh English Tutorial
Karate Cub
CSP: Our Little Haven, Truman Home
Swim at Chaminade@ 4:00p.m.
BBall vs. StDominic@ 7:00p.m.

During 2B: Karate Qub
Meteorology Club
CSP: Karen House
BBall vs. Chaminade@ 6:30p.m.
Mother's Qub Mass and Meeting
@7:00p.m.
Junior Retreat at White House thru
1/29

SATURDAY, JANUARY 25
WR at MICDS Tournamerii@
10:00 a.m.
Hockey at Jesuit Cup vs. DeSmet at
Webster Rink@ 9:15p.m.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 28
Schedule#3
Swim at MICDS @ 4 :00p.m.
BBall vs. Lindbergh@ 7 :30p.m.
Hockey vs. Chaminade at Queeny
Rink@ 9:15p.m.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 26
Metro Jazz Band@ 7 :30p.m.
MONDAY, JANUARY 27
Schedule#2

Editors' Platform
As the student-run newspaper of St.
Louis University High School, the Prep
News is a weekly publication which strives
to inform the SLUR community about events
and people primarily through the written
word
The Prep News is neither the voice of
the adminis tration nor of the students.
Rather, the newspaper functions as a servant
for the entire school. We make every effort
to be objective in our news coverage and
editing, and we hope we are fair in our sports
reporting.
The organizational structure ofthePrep
News changes on a yearly basis depending
on personnel. For 1996-'97, the Prep News
has an editor-in-chief and three assistant
editors. The editors are co-workers, all
equal in power and share the duties of writing, copy-editing, layout, and staff management. The editors are supported by the core
staff of regular reporters and press-room
aides and by additional reporters, who are
frequently underclassmen.
Our primary emphasis as editors of the
Prep News is upon accurate reporting, careful editing, and clear writing. But we do
attempt to include some visual expression in
every issue-photography, drawing, technical aids, or the like. Despite our desire to

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 29
Schedule#2
During 2B: NHS Meeting
Sophomore Qass Meeting
make the paper visually appealing, we commit ourselves not to allow form to supersede
substance.
The Prep News encourages underclassman involvement, and our office on the
second floor of the Jesuit Wing (Room
J222) is always open. whether for involvement, criticism, praise, or suggestions.
Without student-body reaction and feedback, the Prep News could not function.
If the Prep News is inaccurate, we will
try to correct any significant error in the
following issue.
This is the platform and policy for
Volume LXI of the Prep News. The Prep
News is the only weekly high school newspaper in St. Louis, and is one of only a
handful in the United States.

Announcements
Wanted: Prob. Stat. text book. See Dave
Lauver in HR M112 or Matt Haffer in HR
MilO.
Wanted: Psychology text book. See Phil
Kopf in HR Mll2.
Sign Up: Driver's Ed applicants should
seek Mr. Kornfeld in the Athletic office
for more information.
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Frosh Liturgy
CSP: Our Little Haven
WR at CBC@ 7:00p.m.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 30
Schedule#2
During 2B :Junior Qass Meeting
Frosh English Tutorial
Sophomore English Bonus Reading
Test
CSP: Sigel Tutoring
FRIDAY, JANUARY 31
Schedule#!
Chinese Egg Roll Sale
Druids Rugby at Priory@ 4:00p.m.
CSP: OurLittle Haven, Truman Home
Swim vs. Columbia Hickman@
4:00p.m.
BBall at CBC@ 7:30p.m.
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MaurerBills Catch Rebound After Bad Break
by Kevin Etzkorn
Prep News Reporter
After dropping six games over a disappointing holiday break, the Basketbills
have caught fire with three recent victories. A consolation championship in the highly competitive
Fontbonne Tournament and a
convincing win over Vianneyhas pushed the team' s record to
7-10, already surpassing last
season's win total of five.
After the holiday games,
senior captain PhilPaspalas had
very little to say. "I am a little
disappointed because I know
we could have won some more
games. We just are not playing
well right now." The Jr. Bills
seemed to play well for two or
three quarters of every game.
There always seemed to be,
however, a quarter in which
everything just fell apart.
The holidays began with a loss to the
Mehlville Panthers, a team that has been

playing excellent basketball this season.
Things looked good in the first half, with
Charlie Ries leading the way for the Bills.
Trailing only 24-22 at the half, the Bills
had a great opportunity to pull off their
first upset of the season; however, things

fell apart in the second half. Several fast
breaks and 17 points by football/basket-

GiiiBills Make Plankton of CBC

by Sean Zuckerman
Prep News Reporter

SLUH swimming and diving solidly
defeated MCC rival CBC, Principia, and
Mehlville over the break. They improved
their record to 9 wins and 2 losses.
The Swimbills had to square off
against CBC and Principia last Friday
before unwinding from the pressures of
exams. The Junior Bills dominated from
the beginning with their 200 yard medley
relay teams placing first and second. Senior captain Steve Rose won the 500 yard
freestyle after pulling away from his
Principia foe in the last four laps. The
Aquajocks dominated both the varsity
andJV levels allowing the younger swimmers to gain experience and improve their
times. The Murraybills easily swam away
with both wins.
The dedicated Aquajocks came in
Tuesday, on their day off, to do battle with

the Panthers of Mehlville. According to
Captain Asinger, "It was a downer after
the bigmeetagainstDeSmet, but we knew
what we had to do." The Speedobills
thought that they were on their way to an
easy victory after senior Neil Asinger
waltzed to victory in the 200 yard freestyle.
However, Mehlville tried their best to
fight off the powerful forces of the Jr.
Bills by edging them in the 200 yard
medley relay. The Murraybills scraped
and clawed their way to the lead with a
victory in the 100 yard backstroke by
senior Keith Mug. He then teamed up
with sophomore Ryan Keefe and junior
Wally "the Bear" Wiese to shut the Panthers down in the 100yardbutterfly. When
the smoke finally cleared, the Swimbills
took the win gratefully.
The team' s next meet will be tonight
at 4:00 p.m. when the Aquajocks tangle
with the Flyers at Chaminade.

ball superstar Melvin Williams shattered
the Bills' hopes as they fell 54-41. One
bright spot for the Jr. Bills was an outstanding 10 point performance by supersub junior forward/center Bill Hippe.
Two days later, the Bills took part in
the annual Hilltop Hoops Classic
at Washington University. The
game was played against small
school powerhouse Borgia High.
Borgia, a team known for its three
point shooting ability, got off to a
quick start, dropping uncontested
three pointers from all over the
court.
The Jr. Bills' problems were
compounded by an injury to star
center Ries, who sprained his
ankle in the first quarter when
coming down with a rebound and
was unable to return for the rest of
the game. Filling in for the injured Ries was junior Tim
O'Connell. O'Connell's hustle
and rebounding ability proved
valuable throughout the game; however,
that couldn't prevent the team from dropping their second straight game, 58-37.
As the third seed in the Chaminade
Holiday Tournament, the Jr. Bills entered
the tournament with high hopes. 'We
knew that if we played well, we were
definitely capable of winning the tournament," said senior strong man Pete Crowe.
Unfortunately, those plans were ruined in the first round by 6th seed Eureka.
Without Ries, the Bills were dominated
on the boards and were unable to prevent
many baskets by the Eureka big men. The
Bills were outscored by ten points in the
second half and fell 54-46.
Still withoutRies, theBillswerefaced
with a huge obstacle against 7th seed Fox.
Juniors Chris Carroll and Jim Vreeland
stepped up and led the way with 17 and 13
points respectively as the Bills stomped
Fox 55-43. For the consolation championship, the Bills were faced with a tough
opponent in Cardinal Ritter, the defending 2A state champs.
The Bills came out unfazed and

see SOPOH, page 6
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(continued from page 5)
detennined to "come home with some
hardware." With a 27-13 halftime lead,
the Bills were sitting pretty. Junior Jim
Vreeland came off of the bench with a
great perfonnance for the second night in
a row, pouring in 17 points and connecting on 9 of 12 free throws. Vreeland
received no help from the rest of the team
at the line, however, as they shot a dismal
20 of 39 from the charity stripe.- The Bills
were able to escape with a 55-43 victory
and a consolation championship trophy.
Looking back on the tournament, senior
captain Phil Paspalas saw it "as a way to
turntheseasonaround. Weaccomplished
our goal of taking at least two wins from
the tournament. Unfortunately we were
unable to win it all."
Following the Chaminade Tourney,
the Jr. Bills opened their home season
againstthesecondrankedCadetsofCBC.
In front of the largest home crowd in two
years and a rowdy Blue Crew, the
Basketbills started the game with high
emotions. Playing solid defense, the Bills
were able to hold the Cadets to only 26
frrsthalfpoints. DefensivespecialistJosh
Desfalvy held Hughes, oneofthe nation's
best, to only 8 frrsthalfpoints. Hughes's
frustration was evident late in the first half
when he received a technical foul for
throwing"E.T."TimCostigantothefloor.
The tides turned CBC' sway in the second
half with Larry Hughes pouring in 23
more points, including three consecutive
three-pointers and three monstrous dunks.
With the help of his SLU-bound teammate Justin Tatum's 19 points, Hughes

was able to bury the Bills hopes, 67-44.
Hughes finished with a game high 31
· ts .
porn
The Basketbills' struggles continued
as they fell to O'Fallon, one of the top
Illinois area teams. After trailing by 25 at
half, the Bills were able to close the gap
but unable to escape with a victory as they
fell to4-8 with a 72-47loss. OmarUddin
of O'Fallon led all scorers with 25 points
including 6 three-pointers. Ries and
Paspalas led SLUH with 17 and 12 respectively.
In their first game after returning
fromChristmasBreaktheBillswerefaced
with a monster of an opponent, the state's
toprankedDeSmetSpartans. Having lost
to the Spartans by only 10 points a few
weeks previously, the Bills saw a chance
for a huge upset in the Fontbonne/CocaCola Shootout. They held DeSmet for the
first half and kept the game close; however, DeSmet awakened to smash the
Junior Bills 67-33. Ries led the way for
the Bills with 9 points and a great defensiveeffortasheheldDeSmet'sstarcenter
to only 13 points. The Bills looked to turn
things around in the consolation bracket
against St. Clair. After edging them 4039, they faced McCluer. Led by Ries' 19
points and 13 rebounds, SLUHcameaway
with a 35-32 victory and a consolation
championship.
TheBillsfeltasiftheywerecoasting.
Travelling to Cape Girardeau to take on
Cape Central high school, however, is not
an easy task.
The Bills came out struggling. Still
stiff and sluggish from a long bus ride, the
Basketbills had a hard time finding the
basket The offense struggled for the
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entire first half as the Bills to a fell to a /
tough 13-point deficit at the break.
The Second-Half-Billikens looked
like a completely different team, though.
Their impressive ball movement and aggressive defensive play led to some easy
buckets. According to Vreeland, the team
"just needed to get loose." And that they
did. With two minutes remaining, the
Bills had trimmed the lead to a mere five
points but were unable to cut it any closer.
Vreeland's game-high 17 points, along
withPaspalas's14points, werenotenough
for the Bills as they fell 60-52, bringing
their record to 6-10.
On Tuesday night, the Bills hosted
their second home game of the season,
taking on conference foe Vianney. A
team the Jr. Bills barely squeaked by in
their only previous matchup, the Griffins
came to the game looking ready; however, the Bills had other plans.
The game opened with a long 3-point
bomb from Paspalas. The Bills jumped
out to a seven point lead at the end of the
frrst quarter and never looked back. The
always over-aggressive Griffins hacked,
punched, and pushed the Bills all over the
court allowing the Bills 35 total points
from free throws alone. This excessive
fouling enabled the Jr. Billikens to blow
the game wide open. Led by CharlieRies'
16 points, the Bills were able to bury the
Golden Griffins, 54-36.
Tonight the Bills hope to pick up
another win as they take on St. Dominic's
at SLUH. Game time is 7:00p.m. Pete
Crowe said, "We are really starting to
come together and we will continue to
build up to the potential I think we have as
a team."

