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CASHBAH_To Celebrate Spirit & Tradition
by Jeff Ebert
Core Staff

T

HE PRODUCT OF months of plan-

ning and the work of over400 people,
CASHBAH will ring in its 28th year tomorrow under the theme "Spirit & Tradition: Some Things Never Change."
CASHBAH (SLUR's appropriate
adaptation of a North African word for a
part of a city where extensive bazaars are
found) is the major annual fund-raiser of
the school. The $200,000-+· usually made
from the auctions is used for lowering
tuition and paying for unforeseen expenses.
Besides the monetary aspect, the dinner auction serves as a social event. Said
SLUHPresidentFr.RobertCostello, "It's
a wonderful party, a reunion of people
who have old relations with the school.
It's fun."
Fr. Marty Hagan will serve as Honor-

ary Chairman for the event, in celebration
of his sixtieth year as a Jesuit aTJd his
forty-fifth at SLUH. The f:rst item auctioned wiil be the "Hagan Diamond,'' an
anonymously donated gem adorned with
six b lue sapphires to commemorate his
sixty years of service. "It's a little more
?.ttention tl1an I enjoy," Hagan said, "but

it's quite an honor."
The theater lobby doors on Berthold
will serve as an attractive new entrance
for CASHBAH when they open at 5:00
p.m.
"We arc hoping for the biggest and
best CASHBAH ever," said Charrwoman
Mrs. Rose Haberbcrger. This year the
event will attract 750 or more guests who
have made reservations.
Dinner will be served at 6:30. The
menu includes delectables such as Winter
Garden Salad, Roast Pepperloin of Beef,
Chicken & Shrimp Vennicelli Roma, and
a choice of Oreo Cookie Bash or Lemon
Berry Jazz Tort for dessert Music provided by members of SLUR's jazz bands
will complement the meal.
The auctioning, with both oral and
silent offerings, will last from 7:30 to
midnight. Theapproximately 1,200items
up for bidding continue to be quite varied
see CASHBAH, page 5

Cafe Controversy Cleared Students Say
by Dave Tenholder
Co-Editor

R

ECENTLY THERE HAS been

much debate and even minor controversy over the food service program
at SLUH. Ranging from this week's
closing of the cafeteria during the acti vity period to complaints about the changing of the price of nachos, the issue
continues to be a topic in conversations
heard throughout the building.
Among this mess of disputes, the
problem of the cafeteria being closed
during activity period is most prominent. The decision to close the cafeteria
was made by Assistant Principal for Dis-

cipline Mr. H. Eric Clark. He stated that
"until we get our act together and treat
our school with respect, [the cafeteria] is
going to remain closed." Clark specified
the problem as consisting of "young
men leaving their trash and food all over
the place and expecting teachers to clean
up after them as if they were children."
The remaining issues have centered
around students' perceptions that the food
service is in effect a monopolistic force
that is not acting in the students' best
interest in running thecafeteriaand book-

store. Students have expressed anger
over the price and quality of the food, as
see EATS, page 6

)1.0 CBH~aHHSI
byHamiltoo Callison and Mark
Wioterman ,
Prep News Reporters
ELEVEN SLUHRUSSIAN students
will storm into Russia this weekend.
No, this is not an invasion. These stu·
dents are merely embru·king on the annual foreign exchange program with
Russia. On March 15, the students leave
for a four week trip, from which they will
relum Saturday, April 12.
Many of you may remember the
see CUSTOMS, page 6
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ILEllliERS TO liHIE EDITORS
Senior Cites Ylpatliy as 06stacle to Cliange
A message to the entire SLUH community:
In recent weeks, important issues have presented themselves
at the Backer memorial, and they have been met by various
responses. I am refering to the numerous editorials and letters
that have appeared in this publication, Mr. Geger's reflection on
gratitude, and Fr. Hadel's proposition that we practice "gentle
Wednesdays" throughout the Lenten season. While sections of
our community have poured out generous support and acceptance to these positive voices, I have been overwhelmed by the
astounding levels of indifference and even disdain that we
supposed "men for others" have displayed.
In response to the gentle Wednesday proposition, I have
encountered a few sarcastic attitudes and jokes, but at least these
voices are aware of the notion of gentle Wednesdays. What is
much more disturbing to me than this perplexing opposition to
time set aside for basking in peace is the rampant apathy running
through these halls. We, as a school, seem to have simply stopped
caring. There are those who chastise Tim Wall's idea that hate
can be a valuable tool. They say that hate can only cause
destruction. But hate, at the very least (and possibly at the very
best), raises awareness. Until we are all aware of our own
shortcomings, we will be unable to do any thing about them.
At this point, I am sure that many of you are saying to
yourselves "Oh, great. Here's another self-righteous senior telling us how much better he is than the rest of us." My response to
as follows. Do not shut yourself off to what may be another very
valuable message just because you are afraid to accept that you
may not be perfect There is not one among us who could not
benefit from a bit of self-examination, myself certainly included.
I would not be preaching to you now if it were not for the fact that
recent editorials have exposed to me some areas of my own life
which I could improve. I beg you not to rob yourselves of this
opportunity by allowing yourselves to be ruled by those reflexive

tendencies which can automatically deafen us to the voices of
change.
I have seen far too much apathy in myself and in all of us. We
must not allow this to continue unchecked if we hope to retain the
spirit upon which this school was built. Even after much debate
and controversy over David Tenholder' s recent editorial regarding our use of abusive language toward each other, not much has
changed. I believe that one reason for this lack of change is our
defensiveness, which makes us regard Dave's kind message as a
personal attack to each of us who has any sort of shortcoming.
But, I believe that the significantly larger portion of our inaction
is due to pure apathy. We simply do not consciously think about
our actions often enough to make any change in them. For this
reason, I propose that when we hear and say the phrase "to the
greater glory of God," we each take a moment to really think
about what this means in our everyday lives. When you insulted
the "jock," the "faggot," the "hippy," or the "nerd," did you do
this to spread the message of love and acceptance which Jesus
gave us? A great poet once said "Unity. As one stand together."
This is what I ask of this great community. Let us not allow our
divisions to prevent us from growing, for each one of us has
something valuable to share with each other. If we simply stop
whining that those who present problems to the rest of us should
"quit their bitching" and "stop being so arrogant," we may be able
to improve ourselves and our community in some small way. The
senior morality textbook defined the opposite of love not as hate,
but as apathy. I do not ask you to agree with all that I say, only
to seriously consider it, and to form an opinion that is not based
on a knee-jerk reaction or fear of what your friends may think, but
on thoughtful reflection of these words and their ramifications.
Even if you were to hate me or my message, it would still be better
than if you just did not care.
Quite Sincerely,
David Weiskopf

'Equa{ 'Treatment :for Lacrosse
Dear Editors,
For the past two years, the SLUH lacrosse team has attempted to get the stadium field for use for four or five games in
the spring season. The field is virtually unused in the springtime.
Unfortunately, the team has been denied these privileges by the
administration and the athletic department. On pages 10 to 16 of
the Parent-Student Handbook, there is the "Profile of the St
Louis U. High Graduate at Graduation" and on page 11 there is
the desire for the grad to be "Open to Growth." Yet, how can the
students be expected to reach their full potential of growth if the
leaders of this school do not act by the same principles? The

I
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administration is unresponsive to recent inquiries about this
issue. Why should the use of"our" stadium be limited to soccer
and football? From this experience we have learned that if we are
in a position of power, we do not need to be responsive to others.
What a great example!
Sincerely,
Ryan Hefele
Michael Keach
P.J. Raglin
Matt Guerrerio
Todd Oliverio
Mike Neu
Kevin Kunzler
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Bannister Meets With Seniors Bowling For
Seek§ Suggestions :For Scfioo{ Improvement
by Nick Weber
Prep News Reporter

them."
While remarks about changing the
school have occupied most of the time at
the meetings, a good number also praised
SLUH. "Students value the education
and the teachers. They realize the program is strong. There is a good relationship between students and teachers," said
Bannister. There was also a positive attitude toward the activity period and the
elective program.
The meetings build upon those Bannister conducted with the classes of 1996
and 1999lastyear. Thoseseniorswhoare
skeptical about the administration implementing their ideas need only look at the
. advice from last year that has been converted to action. "The class of '99 wanted
better computer classes," said Bannister.
"That will take effect next year." The
class of '96 called for an extension of the
Senior Project and that, too, will be implemented next year. The class of 1997 has
said that the cost of books is a problem.
"We have Mr. Owens checking into that
right now," noted Bannister.
Bannister concluded that the student
discussions are a "very valuable way" of
obtaining student opinions. Seniors have
also appreciated the meetings. "I think a
lot of good came out of it and, in the
future, I think some of it could be used
wisely," said Chuck Galli. Bill Sommer
added, "I appreciated the fact that our
principal was on the same level with us
instead of acting all ' high and mighty."'

During the past two weeks, Principal
Dr. Robert Bannister has been meeting
with seniors to get feedback from them on
thepositiveaspectsoftheSLUHenvironment, as well as suggestions for areas of
improvement
The meetings, which have taken place
during seniors' gym classes, have addressed many changes to the SLUR administration. "The schedule is a major
concern," said Bannister in an interview
last Wednesday. Many seniors, especially band students, have expressed concern over the fine arts electives and zero
hour. Keith Barrett explained, "I just
don't like zero hour. Getting up early for
three years in order to fulfill my want of a
band class was a problem."
The state of the theology schedule
also was brought up in the meetings, making some headway Wednesday. Bannister noted, "Some students are willing to
talk with Father Knapp about the theology
issue." He added that a student group will
likely be formed to discuss what changes
can be made and which things can be kept
the same.
Other student concerns focused on
English credits and a possible study
hall."We should be able to take more than
one credit of English (in the same year,)"
said Jaime Seitz. "We can take more than
a credit of history, science, and math, so
why not English?" Bannister agreed but
has concerns about the schedule. Ed
Zeidler proposed, "There should be a study
hall instead of a P.E. requirement during
junior and senior years." However, Bannister said that an independent study program is already being considered.
Bannister also said that "concerns
about Food Service and the high costs of
books" have been other issues frequently
mentioned. The students have also brought
up the honor code. Bannister explained,
"STUCO was ready to talk about the
honor code [earlier this year]," but he
admitted, "I haven't had time to meet with • Waiting out the tornado drill in the rec room. •

••••i••···············

Quizzes
by Greg Leuchtmann
Core Staff

Some of SLUH' s smartest students
will test their knowledge tomorrow in
the first Quiz Bowl engagement of the
year. At an eight-team tournament at
Priory, the Quizbills will attempt to out
buzz schools such as Priory, Lutheran
South, Incarnate Word, Ritenour, and
CBC. Theall-day competition will measure their ability in the categories o
Science, Literature, Social Studies, Math,
Language Arts, and other miscellaneous
categories such as Industrial Arts, Business Education, Sports, Cooking, Drivers Education, and Fine Arts.
The morning will feature round
robin play. In each contest between two
teams, there are four rounds. The first
and third rounds ofeach match consist o
15 toss-up questions worth ten points
each. In the second and fourth rounds,
there are ten toss-up questions with the
possibility of four bonus questions after
a team answers a toss-up correctly. The
bonuses are worth five points each, and
any unanswered bonuses can be answered by the other team.
'Thisisaverybalancedteam," commented Quiz Bowl moderator Mr. Tom
Becvar. "A few people answer more
questions than others, but they all jump
in at some time. I expect they will
probably go very far in the state tournament"
'
The students making up the
Jeopardybills this year are returning senior Luke Voytas, fellow seniors Bill
Hucker,ChrisDana,MattSiedhoff,Jak:e
Schneider, Mike Meresak, and David
Hanneke, and junior Paul Murphy.
"As long as our minds are sharp and
our thumbs are quick, we should be able
to dominate," said Voytas.
The Buzzerbills will take on ten
teams on April 19 in the District tournament. One winner will advance to the
state competition in Columbia.
~--------------------~
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Billiken Briefings
Monster Calendar compiledbyGregUhrban

FRIDAY. MARCH 14
Schedule#!
CSP: Our Little Haven, Truman Home
Cashbah Preview Party
SATURDAY. MARCH 15
CASHBAH
Work Grant Special Event #14@
9:00am.
S{]NDAY. MARCH 16
Work Grant Special Event #15@
9:00am.
MONDAY. MARCH 17
Schedule#2
During 2B: Senior Class Meeting
Frosh English Tutorial
CSP: Karen House
TUESDAY. MARCH 18
Schedule#5
Chinese Club Luncheon
WEDNESDAY. MARCH 19
Exam Schedule
8:15 History
9:30Math
10:45 Film, Anatomy/Physiology,
Conflicts
CSP: Our Little Haven
THURSDAY. MARCH 20
AlME Math Exam @ 7:30a.m.
Exam Schedule
8:15 Science
9:30 Theology
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10:45 American Politics, Computer
Science, Conflicts
CSP: Sigel Tutoring

FRIDAY. MARCH 21
Exam Schedule
8:15 Foreign Language
9:30 English
10:45 Theater/Acting Scenes, Prob/
Stats, Conflicts
AP Registration Due
Sophomore English Bonus Reading Test
@ 10:35a.m.
Sophomore Class Dance@ 8:00 p.m.
Spring Break thru 4/1
CSP: Our Little Haven, Truman Home
MONDAY. MARCH 24
Work Grant Special Event #16@
9:00a.m.
TUESDAY. MARCH 25
Work Grant Special Event #17@
9:00a.m.
WEDNESDAY. MARCH 26
Work Grant Special Event #18@
9:00a.m.
THURSDAY. MARCH 27
Work Grant Special Event#19@
9:00am.
FRIDAY. MARCH 28
Work Grant Special Event #20@
9:00am.
Edttor-m-chtef: Luke Voytas
Editors: Ben Caldwell,Eric Monda, Dave
Tenholder
Core Staff; Matt Bumb, Jeff Ebert, Mike
Mueth
Calendar: Greg Uhrhan
Cartoonist: Keith Ziegelman
Reporters: Hamilton Callison, Chris
Heckel, Trey Sawyer, Nick Weber, Pat
Williams, Mark Winterman
Compute r Consultant: Mr. Bob
Overkamp
Moderators: Mr.Craig Hannick, Mr. Eric
Meyer, Mr. Patrick Zarrick
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SUNDAY. MARCH 30
Easter Sunday
MONDAY. MARCH 31
No Classes
Faculty In-Service
Work Grant Special Event #21 @
9:00a.m .
CSP: Karen House
TUESDAY. APRIL 1
Schedule#4
Faculty Pancake Breakfast
WEDNESDAY. APRIL 2
Schedule#2
During 2B: Frosh English Tutorial
College Rep: Knox College
CSP: Our Little Haven
THURSDAY. AfRIL 3
Schedule#2
Assembly in Theatre
During 2A: Frosh/Sr.
2B: Soph/Jr.
CSP: Sigel Tutoring
FRIDAY. APRIL 4
Schedule #1
Sophomore Retreat
BAAA Mixer@ 7:30p.m.
CSP: Our Little Haven, Truman Home

4tli Qjtarter 9{ptation

CDEFAB
The Prep News ts a student publication of St. Louis University High School,
4970 Oakland Ave., St. Louis, MO 63110.
Copyright © 1997 St. Louis University
High School.
No material may be reprinted without
explicit written permission from the Moderators or Editors. The Prep News is a
Macarena- free environment.

Notice: See "The Jocks" this Saturday at
Bernard's on the Landing. Doors open at
2:00 p.m. Heai thein again for the ftrst
time.
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CASHBAH
(continued from page 1)
and of high quality.
Some of the more elegant pieces include are fine Waterford crystal and a
black lacquer replica of an antique bathtub. For those who prefer old-fashioned
craftsmanship, there are antiques ar1d furniture refurbished by }Jrother Dick
Witzofsky and volunteer parents.Trips up for bidding include a ride on
the Orient Express and a flight to Paris for
Budweiser World Cup Soccer '98. There
is even a City-Slickeresque vacation for
those who want to try their hand at driving
cattle.
Back by popular demand will be the
"Sophomore 6-Pack," a troop of volunteer tenth graders who will perform labor
for the highest bidder.
One of the more unusual items auctioned last year was a pair of goats. "This
year's goat," according to Mrs. Katherine
Genovese, "is the SLUH Chair," aone-ofa-kindchair upholstered with typical clothing worn by students on formal attire
days.
NewtothisCASHBAHare "SLUH's
Silent Sensation" and "Billiken Bonanza."
The former is a silent auction consisting
of would-be oral auction items that there
was no room for. The latter is an assortment of theme baskets created by
homerooms and open for bidding.
Haberberger commented, "We are really
. excited about the Bonanza. The $10,000
worth of merchandise collected by the
students is outstanding."
Tonight a preview party will be held
from 6:30 to 9:00 so people "can view the
items without having to fight a crowd,"
according to Haberberger.
The winners of several raffles will be
announcedatCASHBAH. Studentshave
been selling chances for a $3,000 travel
certificate with the motivation of a day off
for each class that can meet its goal of two
booklets per person. Another raffle is for
free tuition for a year, and a third is for the
Senior Quilt The President's Club, in a
more limited raffle, offers prizes of
$10,000,$2,000, and $1,000.
One of the unique aspects of

News
CASHBAH is widespread student participation, separating it from other schools'
auctions. Nearly 300 students have volunteered theirtimefortheevening. Freshmen will get the dirty job of cleaning
dishes, and sophomoreS will have the task
of busing tables. Juniors will serve as
stewards, and seniors will be employed
with flashlights in hand to spot bidders in
the oral auction.
Genovese noted, "Everybody is always impressed with the wonderful job
done by students serving food."
Haberberger added that the workers "receive many wonderful comments," ranging from "polite" to "focused."
Over forty committees have been
working since January to prepare for
CASHBAH. Twenty-five faculty members and countless others have lent their
time and efforts to the cause. 'The Mother's
Club has doneagreatportion ofthat work.
Mrs. Susan Favazza commented, "We are
lucky to have fine SLUH moms." This
past week they, along with the maintenance men and gym class students, they
have transformed the gymnasium into a
virtual banquet hall.
Though everything is coming together
now, there have been several obstacles to
overcome, such as poor weather, pneumonia, and even computer cables chewed
by one of three puppies that are up for
auction. "These last three weeks have
been crazy,.. declared Mrs. BarbaraNoce.
Despite the hard work, Haberberger
stressed the importance of CASHBAH.
"The school that means so much to
our sons can not exist on tuition alone; we
have to come together as a community to
makeCASHBAHafun waytoeammoney
for the school."

5
Editor's
Platform
As the student-run newspaper of St
Louis University High School, the Prep
ews is a weekly publication which
strives to inform the SLUH community
about events and people primarily through
the written word.
The Prep News is neither the voice
of the administration nor of the students.
Rather, the newspaper functions as a
servant for the entire school. We make
every effort to be objective in our news
coverage and editing, and we hope we
are fair in our sports reporting.
The organizational structure of the
Prep News changes on a yearly basis
depending on personnel. For 1996-'97,
the Prep News has an editor-in-chief and
three assistant editors. The editors are
co-workers, all equal in power and share
the duties of writing, copy-editing, layout, and staff management. The editors
are supported by the core staff of regular
reporters and press-room aides and by
additional reporters, who are frequently
underclassmen.
Our primary emphasis as editors of
the Prep News is upon accurate reporting, careful editing, and clear writing.
But we do attempt to include some visual
expression in every issue-photography,
drawing, technical aids, or the like. Despite our desire to make the paper visually appealing, we commit ourselves not
to allow form to supersede substance.
The Prep News encourages underclassman involvement, and our office on
thesecondflooroftheJesuitWing(Room
1222) is always open, whether for involvement, criticism, praise, or suggestions. Without student-body reaction
and feedback, the Prep News could not
function.
If the Prep News is inaccurate, we
will try to correct any significant error in
the following issue.
This is the platform and policy for
VolumeLXIofthePrepNews. ThePrep
-ews is the only weekly high school

newspaperinSt.Louis,andisoneofonly
a handful in the United States.

News
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Customs
Russian students who came to SLUH at
the beginning of this school year. For the
next four weeks, SLUH students will be
staying with them and their families in
Moscow.
Mr. Bill Anderson will lead the students on the trip for his third time. As a
student at SLUH, Anderson once went on
the trip with Mr. George.Morris, head
Russian teacher at SLUH.
Nine juniors will go on the trip: Jon
Biscan, John Edinger, Eric Huez, Will
Larson, Nick Moramarco, Kyle Rudloff,
Andrew Shinn, Matt Walsh, and Wally
Wiese. Seniors Chris Durso and Rusty
Parker will also take the trip.
Thestudentshad to make many preparations for the trip. Since Russia is not as
sanitary as the United States, the students
have had to prepare themselves by working at a hospital once or twice a week
through the ~erican Council of Teachers of Russia service project. This work
was followed by immwrization shots
against Hepatitis A. The students have
also had to get passports and visas.
The Russian scholars will first visit
St. Petersburg for a week. Many students
look forward to seeing the unique culture
found in St. Petersburg. Parker said, "I am
really looking forward to seeing St. Petersburg. The culture is unique and exciting and so different from anything in the
United States." He explained that not
many people are ever offered an opportunity to go to Russia. "If I didn ' t take
advantage of the trip, the chance may
never come again."
After a week of touring St. Petersburg, the students will catch a train to
Moscow. Once there, the students will
stay with different families for three weeks.
For the duration of their stay, they will
attend Moscow School #23. The school
will have activities and classes specially
designed for American students. Courses
include subjects such as Russian history
and geography. They will also spend time
attending classes with Russian students.
The Russobills will spend some time
away from the classroom touring Moscow. Some of the places they will visit

include Russian history museums and the
Kremlin. After school and sightseeing,
the students will spend time with their
host families. A child from each of these
families attended SLUH this fall.
Durso said, "I am very anxious to go
to Moscow. I feel it is important to see the
way other' people around the world live. I
know I will come to appreciate the luxuries we have in America after spending
time in a country like Russia that lacks
those luxuries."

Eats
(continued from page 1)
well as the state of the bookstore now that
it is no longer run by the retired Brother
- ThorntOn, SJ.
Food Service Consultants is the company that SLUH has contracted the past
few years to run the cafeteria. Beginning
with this year they have also taken over
the management'of the bookstore, as well
as the newly creat6d snack shop in the rec
room. The company wqrks for 52 different locations in St. Louis, including many
local grade schools and high schools.
According to the supervisor of
SLUR's cafeteria, Mrs. Kathy Hylla, the
company is responsible for hiring workers and for setting prices, but they are in
fact employed by the school and answer
to SLUH in the end. Said Hylla of recent
problems with student behavior and on
the relationship of Food Service to the
school, "If [SLUH] tells us we are not
selling at activity period, then we don't"
Hylla answered price criticisms by
pointing out that they buy, prepare, and
sell the food; and in order to do so they
must charge enough money to cover all of
their costs. "After we pay salaries we
hand over a [portion of the) profit to the
school which pays gas, electric, water,
and whatever other costs they incur for
maintenance of the facilities. The school
in turn pays us a managerial fee."
Quite a large commotion was caused
last week during the activity period when
the price of nachos switched from a fixed
price to a cost-per-ounce rate. Hylla explained that "it was a privilege that kids
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could build their own nachos. It was
never the idea to see how much you could
fit on your tray. The privilege was abused
so the policy was changed."
Earlier in the year one student complained that his friend had bought a carton
of milk that was expired. Hylla w~ ihe
first to admit that the cafeteria workers are
human, and that "as far as purposely try·
ing to sell expired milk products, we )ust
1
don't want to do that." She also stressed
that anyone who finds food that is spoiled
will receive a refund if they approach a
cafeteria worker.
The final two complaints center
around the bookstore and the new snack
shop. When Brother Thornton, SJ. retired from his position at the bookstore,
SLUH asked Food Service Consultants to
take over. The school also asked them to
manage the new snack bar.
When asked about the bookstore operations, Hylla stated, "We charge the
school a managing fee to pay the lady who
works there. The school sets the prices for
the books, and the price schedule has not
changed since we took over." After reviewing all of the problems in the cafeteria, it seems that much of the blame lies on
the student body. Student stealing creates
an expense that the food service must
counteract in their pricing of food. Furthermore, Hylla mentioned that, "The
workers have been hurt by recent complaints. They see the students almost as
sons, and they work very hard to make the
students happy."
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Baseball Hopes to Contin_u e Success
by Pat Williams
Prep News Reporter
The familiar smell of hot dogs on the
grill, the craving for salty sunflower seeds,
the dusty ·basepaths, and the lush green
infield; yes, the nostalgic air of baseball
has arrived once again. While the Cardinals bask in the wann Florida sun, our Jr.
Billikens have been trekking to the sober
reality of the Shrewsbury Park baseball
diamond. The 1997 SLUR varsity baseball team is warming-up their way to the
season.
The squad is corning off of six consecutive District titles, featuring a trip to
the Missouri Class 4A final four two years
ago, as well as a trip to the ..sta~e
quarterfmals last year. Head C<>ach Mr.
Steve Nicollerat is leading. the team for
his nineteenth year with the aid of Mr.
Steve Missey, SLUR graduate of 1989,
and John Moriarty, a SL~ pitcher in
/""-. 1992. Moriarty was apparently mistaken

Mr. O'Keefe and the boys at the tryouts
during this year's tryouts as a current
student due to hi& youthful appearance.
Seen stretching by himSelf, Moriarty was
asked by junior Taylor Twellman, "Hey
G9rnby, why don't you come over here
and stretch with the team?"
The team mentality is a prime focus

for Nicollerat. By fielding a team of only
18 or 19 players, Nicollerat hopes for a
tight group ready to "learn how to really
play the game." The team carried only 8
seniors last year, but may have as few as
4 or 5 this year. Leadership by catcher
Tayton Fain, outfielder Phil Winter, and
infielder Kevin Etzkorn can be expected
from the seniors, as can strong play from
junior stand-outs Twellman and Chris
Linck. "I've seen a lot of positive things
already," said Nicollerat. "Things are
falling into place the way they should."
Nicollerat worries about an early lapse in
hitting right now, but is confident "it will
come around."
The Jr. Bills will face tough competition in the MCC this year, according to
Nicollerat. Chaminade especially is returning many players this year and may be
a more formidable opponent than in past
years. Belleville West, outside the MCC,
see AL LANG, page 8

Right.On Track: ,.97 Squad Martel bills
Hit The Clay

by Eric Monda
Co-Editor

The 1997 Trackbills open the season
with a good opportunity to improve on
last year's successful season. A strong
core of returning seniors look to provide
the leadership necessary to pilot the team
through the campaign.
A pair of seniors are returning to
anchor the throwing events. Dave Sobol
and Brandon Montgomery are expected
to take the top two spots in the discus,
while the shot put will see Montgomery
and sophomore Dan Weidle. "I think we
have a real good chance of getting a lot of
points this year," commented Montgom-

ery.
The sprinters have a new coach this
year. Mr. Rodney Franks, the Director of
Diversity who joined the SLUR community this past fall, took over the coaching
~of the sprinters. During his high school
;areer in Kansas, he was a state medalist
in the sprints. Ryan Monahan, pleased
with the coaching change, said, "He's

really good. He's thorough and he knows
his stuff." The top competitors have not
been established as of yet because they
have not been timed in any races. However, some of the top sprinters will include seniors Ryan Monahan, John
Noonan, and Jake Schneider and junior
John Shipp.
Junior Josh Desfalvy will again dominate the hurdles and the jumps. Last year
in the hurdles, only one place prevented
him from going to Rolla for the Sectional
championships. This year he will do the
triple jump, the high jump, and the 300
hurdles. "Hopefully I will be able to excel
in the triple jump this year," noted
Desfalvy.
Last year's distance coach, John
Schrock, switched to the pole vault for
this year. Among the top pole vaulters on
this year's team are Kurt Gerwitz and
Aaron Shady.
Possibly the most powerful branch of
the team is the distance squad. The group
is composed almost exclusively of last
see PRE, page 8

by Trey Sawyer
Prep News Reporter
The Martelbills, coming off a third
place fmish at State last year, are now
looking stronger than ever. The
Tennisbills return for this year's 19961997 campaign with experience and
power in key positions.
"We have the best team since I've
been here, and our goal as a team is to
win state," said Brian Tkach, a seni9f cocaptain and the # 1 singles player last
year. Talented sophomores Chris Tkach,
Matt Jessee, and Brad Goff return for the
Tennisbills, and will be joined by freshman Lance Vodicka. Junior Jon Navarro
and Tkach hope to match their dorni~
nance of a year ago when they won
doubles in the District tournament.
Garcia and Jessee received second in the
tournament behind Tkach and Navarro.
The Martelbills hope to accomplish
see CATGUT, page8
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(continued from page 7)

fall's Cross Country Team, which captured ninth place at the state championship. Seniors Tim Blessing, Joe
Donnelly, Jerry Fitzgerald, and Eric.
Monda look to contribute to the.team'$ ..
score, but will be challenged for spots by
up-and-coming juniors John C_hristie,
Chris Graesser, and Ben Rosario, as well
as ~ophomore Ken Reichert. Rosario is
encouraged by the team's progress.
"We're looking good right now, and we
should be able to ~xpect good things in
the future."
Distance coach Craig Maliborski
thinks this may be a thrilling year. "The
coaches are excited. The runners are
excited. It's going to be an exciting
year."

alloftheir goals this year and bring home
an MCC championship, after losing to
MCC rival CBC last year. In addition to
the MCC crown, the Bills are expecting
a run at the state tourney in Springfield,
Missouri.
"With the same team as last year and
[strong yoWlg players], we should be
headed to state again," senior co-captain
Joe Garcia said.

is also considered a veritable force. The
varsity baseball team will have its first
game April 2.
JuniorChrisLincknoted, "We have
good senior leadership. As long as we
keep hustling. we're going to do well.
We are learning well from our coach.
He can start any nine guys and we ~an
compete."

-

Qgote of tlie Week_
"My mother is a fish."
-an entire chapter from
As I Lay Dying
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