FORUM: Michael Harrington should
receive Backer Award, see page 2.

SPORTS FEATURE: Renato Fitzpatrick
tells all, see page 5.
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SPORTS: The best high school basketball coverage begins here, see page 6.
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So Close ...

Brilliant Run for Stflte Championship Ends in 1-0 Loss
by Josh Bacott
Prep News Sports Reporter

0

F THE MILLIONS of Americans
giving thanks for their blessings
tomorrow, the St. Louis University High
School varsity soccer team and head coach
Charlie Martel wiU be among the most
grateful. Last weekend the most successful season in Martei's coaching tenure
drew to a close. The Jr. Bills finished with
an impressive 21-11-1 record and a phenomenal second place finish in the state
of Missouri. The historic weekend began
Friday night when the team squared off
with the Blue·Springs South Wildcats.
The semifinal opponent was largely
a mystery to SLUH. With only the help of
a scouting report drafted by Martel, the

Junior Bills took the field with one objective: to earn a berth in the state finals
against the winner of the Francis Howell

minutes, the Wildcats looked sharp as
they pressured the SLUH goal. With the
help of the crossbar, the Bills' withstood
the early onslaught and wasted no time
in putting the game out of reach. Craig
Standley scored his first of an amazing
four goals on the night on a ball from
Matt Powers which he tucked inside tl)e
near post. Standley struck again minutes
later when he unleashed a twenty-yard
bomb over the head of the Blue Springs
keeper. The senior fo rward went on to
net two more goals in what was one of
the most spectacular single game performances in the school's history. However, Standley wasn' t the only one feastPhoto by Justin Woodard ·
h W'ld
d cNorth-DeSmet contest which was takmg on t e I cat elense. Additional
ing place the same night. In the opening
goals were scored by John Sprengnether,
see SOCCER, page 6

Great Pumpkins!!!
Charlie Brown Visits
SLUH Auditorium

Archbishop Rigali to Celebrate
Today's Mass of Thanksgiving

by Joe Laramie
Features Editor

by Matt Bumb
of the Prep News Staff

EWS FLASH! THIS JUST inthe Peanuts gang has escaped from
their rectangular comic strip confines.
Repeat: the Peanuts gang has escaped!
They plan to take over the Dauphin stage
on December 1, 2, and 3.
Oh, Good Grief! It's just the U.
High Players' musical presentation of
see WOODSTOCK, page 3
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HE PASTORAL ACTIVITIES Department tries to make the Thanksgiving mass a special occasion in which
students can prepare for the coming holiday, and this year the presence of an
important guest will result in a very special experience and liturgy.
Today St. Louis Archbishop Justin
Rigali will serve as the main celebrant in

the annual Thanksgiving mass. Fr. Jim
Knapp, SJ acknowledged that he has
wanted "to have [Rigali] come out here
ever since he became Archbishop."
The Archbi~.hop's appearance today
is a result of several informal invitations,
including a conversation Fr. Robert
Costello, SJ had ·with Rigali las t spring
which mentioned the possibility of a visit.
Also, current seniors talked to the Archsee THANKSGIVING, page 3
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Forum
Editorial:

The Time Has Come for Michael Harrington to Receive the Backer Award
"By graduarion the St. Louis U. High
School student will have a basic krwwledge of
themajordoctrinesandpracticesoftheCatholic Church. He will also have examined his
own religious feelings and beliefs with a view
to choosing his fundamental orientation toward God and his relalionship:with a religious
tradition and/or community. What is said
here, respectful of the conscience and religious background ofthe individual, applies to
the non-CatlwlicgraduateofSt.Louis U. High
School. The level of theological understanding of the St. Louis U.,HighSchool graduate will narurally be limited by his level of
religious and human development."
-Parent-Student Handbook 19951996: PROFILE OF THE ST. LOUIS U.
HIGH GRADUATE AT GRADUATION-"Religious" category.
There is no high school like St. Louis
University High; there is no award like the
Backer, and there is, at least by current
standards, no way the late Mr. Michael
Harrington of the Class o(l944 will ever be
chosen for the highest honor bestowed on
SLUH alumni.
Why?
Because
Harrington, an author, social activist, and
ardent supporter of the -War on Poverty was a
Socialist and. an atheist-Harrington did not
believe in God. And according to Mr. Thorn
M. Digman, SLUH Vice President of' Advancement and Planning, "Anybody who is an
avowed atheist will not be chosen for the
[Backer] Award."
ThePrep News fmds this argument unacceptable: While we understand the magnitude
of the Backer Award, and while we certainly
respect those alumni who have received it, we
question the fact that a belief in God should
determine one's qualifications for the Backer.
What prompted the Editors to reach this
claim? Many factors, including the official
BackerAward Program, contribute to the Prep
New.~· refusal to accept this argument. The
description of the award included in the program reads as follows:
"To honor the alumni who embody the
principles and traditions of a Catholic and
Jesuit education, the Board ofTrustees, the
various alumni officers, and the administrative officials ofSt. Louis U. High have established .this award for distinguished sons of
SLUff." (Section bolded for emphasis)
.Nowhere in this statement does it read
that the alumnus under consideration must be
a Catholic. It simply means the candidate must

live his life through Catholic teachings, which
Harrington did. "Catholics-and although I
have been an atheist for years, I am culturally
and psychologically a Catholic-are forever backsliding, deconverting, returning to
-their previously sinful life," Harrington stated
in his autobiography, The Long-Distance Runner (section bolded for emphasis).
The program also lists four "qualifications" which Digman says can be "mutually
exclusive." The four qualifications are as
follows:

Harrington significantly impacted not only St.
Louis, but the United States a~ a whole in ways
clearly deserving the Backer Award.
Harrington was a prophet of sorts; he awakened his country to the growing monstrosity of
poverty. Harriflgton 's mostfamous work, The
Other America, is described as "a work often
credited with sparking Kennedy-Johnson war
on poverty" in the official Backer A ward Nomination record.
In recognition of these credentials, .
Digman cited another reason for
Harrington's absence from the Backer
Award plaque. "The committee believes
there are others more deserving of the
[Backer] award." Explaining that there
are "over 140 qualified candidates,"
Digman noted the extreme difficulties in
selecting the Backer Award winners, "because everyone is equally deserving."....
According to the Backer Program there
can be up to four recipients of the award
every year.
This fact strikes the Editors as interesting -because, in the four years we have
been at SLUH, a total of nine alumni have
Photo taken from The Long-Distance Runner
been chosen for the Backer Award-two .
A) in their service oftheirfamily, Church
men in 1992. two in '93, a peak with three in
and fellow man.
'94, and two in '95. We fmd it important to ask
B) in their contributions in their profesthis question to the Backer Selection Commitsion, or business.
tee: If so many men are deserving of the award,
C) in their leadership in civic or social · then why not select four alumni to receive
work.
S LU H 's highest honor every year? This action
D) or in their promotion ofintellectual or
would not Jessen the prestige of the award,
cultural pursuits.
while it would give students a chance to recogNowhere in these qualifications does it
nize more of their most distinguished predecessors.
read ·that the alumnus under consideration must
The Editors believe that Harrington is
believe in God, which Digman calls a "necesone
of
our most distinguished predecessors. It
sity ... there must be a recognition and focus on
is time for the Backer Award Selection Comthe Jesuit view of life. A main tenant there is
mittee to overcome the narrowmindedness
a belief in God."
which we believe is not a characteristic of
Another source of discrepancy can be
SLUH. It is timcfor the late Michael Harrington
found in the Parent-Student Handbook "Grad
to receive the Backer Award.
at Grad" profile, whose "Religious" aspect is
"Taking religion very seriously while I
presented at the beginning of this editorial,
was growing up was a critical part of the
Digman's words, through our reading, differ ··
destiny my childhood packed into me. It
with those of the handbook,
meant, above all, that I accepted the idea that
The third and perhaps most important
life was a trust to be used for a good purpose
evidence for his selection are the words and
and accounted for it when it was over. I have
actions of Harrington himself. Harrington not_
been an atheist for about thirty years, yet in this
only helped the impoverished, but he devoted
fundamental conception of the meaning of
his entire life to the betterment of lives and the
existence
I am as Catholic as the day on which
elevation of social standing for America's
I made my first communion."
unfortunate. In writing 10 books (several of
~Michael Harrington, The Long-Diswhich arc available in the Robinson library)
tance
Runner
and countless essays on the subject of poverty,
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Thanksgiving
(continued from page 1)
bishop at a youth rally earlier this year,
asking him to come to SLUH. In addition, Knapp encountered Rigali at a
party earlier this and inquired about a
visit to SLUH. Knapp sent the Archbishop a schedule of the school liturgies
last August so he could ch90se a date in
his rigorous agenda. Rigali' s secretary,
Fr. Stanger, who will also serve as the
master of ceremonies in today's mass,
called Knapp to set the date.
"We've been wanting to have
[Rigali], but his schedule was too tight
for him to do it last year," Knapp said.
"This year he expressed a desire to
come here, and we expressed a desire to
have him."
The Archbishop will be available
after mass to meet with students and
faculty.

STUCO Sets Goals for Annual
Christmas Food Drive
by David Grebel
of the Prep News Staff
SLUR's ahnual food drive promises
to be more personal" this year, stated
Religious Affairs Commissioner Tim
Chik.
This year's food drive format will be
altered so that each SLUR homeroom
will be assigned a specific family to support All canned goods and other items
donated by the homeroom will be given
directly to its family.
The homerooms will receive their
_families from one of the 37 St. Louis area
Tamilies selected to be recipients of the
food drive.
The goal of the drive, according to
Chik, is simply to "make Christmas good

for some families by providing food for
them to eat."
This year's drive will include clothing as well as the usual canned goods.
Each homeroom representative will be
given a list of the families' clothing needs.
Then each student in the homeroom will
be able to bring in an article of clothing for
the family.
This year, Chik feels that the
homeroom reps will have a large part in
making the food drive successful. Each
rep will be responsible for notifying his
homeroom of its family's needs.
The food drive will run from next
Monday,November27, to December IS,
a period in which Chik feels is "plenty of
time to bring in goods."
'

emphasized the joy of the script "in its
recognition of the human foibles of both
adults and children and the memorable
jazziness of the score."
Alumni Service Corp member Mr.
John Kavanaugh (class of 1991) heads the
musical direction of the show. While
many are aware of his epic run with the
band "MU 330," his music background
includes extensive theater experience as
well. As a teenie-bopper, he was part of
the often 60-plus kids in his neighborhood who put together backyard musical
reviews of rock musicals and rock operas.
Compositions included Grease, Bye-Bye
Birdie, and West Side Story. These amateur beginnings led him in(o ~umerous
high school shows as a student at SLUH.
Later, with his father, he wrote an original
script to a Halloween creation called M onster House Party which was eventually
put on stage at Forest Park Community
College.
Kavanaugh described the Dauphin

Players of You're a Good Man, Charlie
Brown as "one of the more talented casts
I've worked with" and "a nice group to
work with."
Miss Becky Turner has lent her piano-playing talents to the production during the practices. She said she has enjoyed getting to know the cast.
"It's really nice because I've never
done anything like this. It's been a great
experience."
Dauphin seniors Paul Pagano, Jeff
Loyd, Joe Laramie and freshman Tim
Dunn set up the roles of Charlie Brown,
Snoopy, Linus, and Schroeder, respectively . Ursuline junior Amanda
McMichael and Cor Jesu junior Heather
Wessels take the p;ms of Lucy and Patty.
Productions are set for December 1at
7:30, December 2 atS:30 and 8:30, and
December 3 at 7:30. Tickets will be on
sale at lunch next week for $5. Seats at the
door will be $7. Only 150 tickets will be
available for each performance.

~ Woodstock
(continued from page 1)
You're a Good Man, Charlie Brown.

~

"It's my belief," stated director Mr.
Mark Cummings, "that a production of
[Charlie Brown] needs to capture the universal qualities of Charles Schultz's characters." Along these lines, Cummings
staged the show to capture the spirit and
fun of the comic strip. "Hence we'll be
returning to the look of the original offBroadway production from the early
1960's", he noted.
A number of large, colorful, oddshaped blocks make up the set and act as
everything from a pitcher's mound and
teeter-totter, to a doghouse and piano.
The written script includes lines and skits
taken directly from the vintage Peanuts
strip, while the score offers, among others: Linus's love song "My Blanket and
Me;" Snoopy's "Homage to SupperTime;"
and the memorable "Happiness" song.
Cummings summed up that the production is, like the series, quite lighthearted but not aimed just at kids. He

~illiken
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Calendar

Briefings

compiled by Brian Winkler

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 22
Formal Attire Day
Special Schedule for All-School Liturgy
c.s.E: Our Little Haven
. THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 23
No Classes
Thanksgiving Day
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 24
No Classes
Hockey vs. MICDS at Affton at 9:30
p.m.
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 25
Hockey vs. CBC at Affton at 10:30 p.m.
Sl)NDA Y, NOVEMBER 26
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 27
Schedule #1

STUCO Christmas Food Drive Starts
Meeting: Great Books Club
College Rep: Worcester Polytechnic Institute
ffi: Karen House
Hockey vs. Chaminade at Affton at 8:00
p.m.
Basketball vs. Eureka at Lafayette Tournament at 7:45p.m.
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 28
Schedule #5
Faculty Meeting at 1:00 p.m.
Racquetball vs. Parkway West at South
Hampshire
,;WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 29
-schedule #2
During 2B: Senior Advisors meet in
Currigan Room
College Rru>: St. Louis College of Pharmacy
ru: Our Little Haven

Wrestling vs. Hazelwood.West at 7:00
p.m.
Basketball at Lafayette Tournament
through December 1
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30
Schedule #1
Meeting: B-AAA
College Reps: Case Western Reserve
U., Rockhurst College
Racquetball vs. Principia~·. South Hampshire
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1
Schedule # l
During 2B: Juniors order rings, Seniors
order Graduation Announcements
CSP: Truman Home, Our Little Haven
SwimmingRelaysatMICDSat4:30
p.m.
Wrestling vs. Belleville West at 6:30
p.m.
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Life of Fitzpatrick Extends Far Beyond Football Sidelines
by Chris Pelikan
of the Prep News Staff
If a certain SLUH athlete with a last
name beginning ~ith the letters Fitz- were
to make the comment, "my family was
known for basketball," you'd probably be
safe to asswne that the speaker behind that
declarative would be senior Brian
Fitzsimmons, the captain of the varsity
basketball squad this season.
You'd be mistaken, however.
The true source of this information
is the All-MCC and SLUH recordholding running back, Renato
Fitzpatrick, whodespitehavingfive
aunts who competed among the Division I ranks in college hoops, chose
to excel ina different sport. Renata's
consistent performances throughout
the season helped the Foothills garner a solid 7-3 record, en route to a
mercurial season highlighted by
Fitzpatrick's 1,561 rushing yards.
This mark eclipsed the previous standard set in 1979 by Dave Creighton
who rushed for 1,213 yards.
Fitzpatrick makes known the magnitude of his accomplishment by
commenting, "Going down in history here
[is important to me] because alot of students graduate, but don't stand out."
What is remarkable to many is that
Fitzpatrick has done his "standing out" as a
junior. What is even more remarkable is
the thought of what a bigger, stronger,
wiser Fitzpatrick will do next year, as a
senior, in high school football.
"I'm just going to play my game and
go on my goals-not someone else's," commented the5'11" 176lb. back who said that
he first became aware of possibly breaking
a school record after the Belleville East
game.
He attributes much of his success to
certain personal "gut-checks" he undertookasasecond-yearSLUHstudent. "Starting out ineligible, sophomore year, played
a key factor in how I looked at myself,"
stated Fitzpatrick.
Inevitably, the Gridbills were looking
for another offensive workhorse after the
losses of Division I talents John McArthur
and David Ries to graduation.

Naturally, Fitzpatrick who found success in the latter half of his sophomore
season by gaining 795 yards was a logical
choice. However, Fitzpatrick views his
role in the scheme differently. "I feel that
any offense is a machine, especially on the
high school level. We have to be able to
change." He continued by saying, "we go
with things that win games."
The man who adjusted the offense to

suit the talents of Fitzpatrick holds a special place in the heart of the back. "Coach
Kornfeld and I are very close," stated
Rena to.
Another group of guys whom
Fitzpatrick holds in high regard is the offensive line which created over I ,500 yards
worth of holes for him. "I think I have a
tremendous line," stated Fitzpatrick. "I have
to give credit to their teacher, Coach
Tychonievich-hemakes them focus hard."
Despite the basic cohesive nature of
the line, Fitzpatrick added that he viewed
each of the linemen differently. "[Joe]
Loretta truly improved from season to season," commented Renato. "[Tim] Russo is
'The General,' and if [the line] is not
blocking, I go to him and yell at him because he's the center and he's the captain of
the line. Pat Connolly blocked for me last
year and we just bonded. Jeff Bell blocked
for me in one of the most crucial games last
year against Hazelwood East and did an
excellent job. We bonded too. Tommie
Shaner has truly done a great job, and I

look for even better years from [juniors
Chris] Juelich and Brandon Montgomery,
but they've both done tremendous jobs."
Because of his achievements,
Fitzpatrick will inevitably be exposed to
the process of college recruiting. In an era
of violations and player payoffs, the process will undoubtedly have some effect on
him. "(College] has entered my mind,"
commented the future recruit. "But I still
have goals [in high school] I'm
trying to accomplish."
Even though he is optimistic about the future, Fitzpatrick
is quick to acknowledge the encouragement he has received from
his mother for many years. "I've
played football since I was very
young. My mom supported me
even though sometimes my other
family members discouraged it."
Al so
influencing
Fitzpatrick is his relationship with
God. Fitzpatrick stated, "If God
has given you a gift,you 've got to
perfect it," and with Fitzpatrick
nearing almost 2,400 career yards
at SLUH, he's come very near
perfection. "Before every game, I
pray for myself and my teammates :md ask
God to help us in the game," swnmed up
Renato.
Off the field, Fitzpatrick is part of a
very small minority at SLUH. Being one of
the few African-Americans at SLUH,
Fitzpatrick views his situation in a positive
light. "Being in a predominantly white
school, it helps me to deal with the real
world, especially when I come from a predominantly black neighborhood," stated
Fitzpatrick. He also touched on his decision to attend SLUH, a decision uncommon to many of his grade school classmates. "I just wanted a challenge," he
commented.
Whether he has received this challenge or not, Fitzpatrick definitely feels
that SLUH, as an institution, has had an
effect on him. "SLUH has treated me real
well," he remarked. It has even changed
the way he perceives life. "Now, I think
about things and other people more; I even
think that I'm a Man For Others," concluded Fitzpatrick.
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'95 Hoopbills Undergo Major Facelift with Youth Movement
by Dave Matter

Co-Editor

Enough already. It's time to put
away those footballs and funny-I90king
pads. The Soccerbills' run was fantastic,
but all good things must come to an end.
Open up the gymnasium. break out the
high-tops, and practice your free-throws:
basketball has returned to the U.High.
This season, however, looks to be
like none other in Coach Don Maurer's
career as head coach ofthe varsity Jr. Bill
squad.
After a disheartening 11-16 finish
last year, the Hoopbills will undergo several changes in their attempt to return to
their winning ways of two seasons ago.
Only five players return from last year's
squad, so the Bills will rely on a new crop
of juniors, as well as three sophomores

bumped up to the varsity level.
Not only will the SLUH roster be
noticeably different when the Bills take
the floor next week; the coaching staff
will be missing a cornerstone of its tradition. Mr. Art Zinselmeyer, who stepped
down from his Associative Head Coach
position for a more lucrative administration position, will be absent from the
SLUH sidelines for the first time in 18
years.
But the times they-are a-changin ',
and Mr. Tom Wilson will step up to assume Coach Z' s former position. Former
and forever Hoopbill Matt Salamone
(SLUH Class of 1991) will again serve as
-:: an ass!stant coach to the varsity. Former
B-Team coach Mr. George Mills will return to that position to replace Wilson on
the sophomore sidelines.
In addition to the revamping of the

roster and the coaching adjustments, the
Hoopbills will sport new, flashier uniforms. Maurer feels it's only appropriate
to don sharper uniforms with all the
changes surrounding the upcoming season.
Despite the many changes, one constant should return from last year. And
that's the versatile play of 6'5" senior
forward Brian Fitzsimmons. Fitz' , who
was second on the club last year averaging
12 points per game, will be expected to
step it up a level now that he is co-captain
ofthe squad. "Fitz' provides us with more
experience than anyone on the team,"
commented Maurer on his only returning
starter.
JayGoettelmann,a6' 1" guard whose
minutes increased as the season progressed
last year, will' serve as the team's other
see l LOVE THIS GAME, page 8

Park to witness the showdown between the
Metro Catholic Conference foes, both of whom
had two state titles under their belts. A large
sum of the fans consisted ofdueling SLUH and
DeSmet student sections, creating an atmosphere considered by the on-looking Blue
Springs South coach as resembling that of a
"mini" Wembley stadium, the famous soccer
palace, located in London. England.
With a noise level at its peak the game got
underway. DeSmet took advantage of the Jr
Bills' sluggish start by controlling the tempo
early. The Spartans kept the ball in SLUH's

half of the field for the greater part of the first
40minutes. It took just six minutes for DeSmet
to jump to a 1-0 lead. The scoring play began
when a Spartan defender streaked down the
SLUH sideline and crossed the ball into the
box. The ball was one-timed past goaltender
Dave Jetton by a DeSmet forward just inside
the penalty box.
SLUH managed to dodge several bullets
as DeSmet continued to pressure. Jetton wa~
called upon numerous times to deny the Spartans. The lead nearly doubled late in the half
when a head ball was sent on goal after a
DeSmet throw-in. Sweeper Dave Snodgrass
was there to clear the ball off the goal-line and
out ofdanger. SLUH had few offensive chances
in the first half, which came to an end with the
Spartans on top and the Bills on their heels.
"The first half was a little shaky,·· commented
Martel, "but I was pleased in the way we
rebounded."
SLUH looked rejuvenated in the second
half. Seven minutes in, the Bills came literally
inches from ICnotting the game at one.
Sprengnether sent a perfect ball onto the feet of
Taylor Twellman, who managed to sneak behind the Spartan defense. Twellman was upended in the box and ·SLUH was awarded a
penalty kick. As the crowd became silent,

Soccer
(continued from page 1)
Greg Schaller, Tim Gibbons, and Matt
Eilerman.
The 8-0 shellacking of Blue Springs gave
the Jr . Bills a spot in the state finals where they
would face rival DeSmet for the third time this
season. The Spartans proved victorious in the
games by the scores of 2-1 and 3-0, but both
teams realized that previous meetings were
meaningless in a game of this magnitude.
A crowd of nearly 4,500 celebrated the
beautiful Saturday afternoon at the Soccer

Dribbling downfield, Taylor Twellman avoids a Spartan attacker.

see MORE SOCCER, page 7
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Sports
Subpar Hannickbills Mired by Ineffective Offense
by Mark Grebe)
Prep News Sports Reporter

A disappointing first half of the season led into an even more disappointing
second half for SLUH's C- soccer team.
The Junior Bills, who got off to a rough 44-1 start, finished off the season at 7-9-2.
Coach Craig Hannick 3escribed the
team's play· as "not very [offensiveminded] due to lack of aggressiveness."
But he noted that the team was "made up
of a good group of kids with good spirit"
Team tri-captain and star goalkeeper
Doug Kerr blamed the poor season on the
fact that the squad lacked "a dominate
offensive player." This lack of a strong
goal scorer resulted in the team scoring
only 22 goals in the 18 game season.

Even though the statistics do not show

~ PN Nightbeat ~

it, the C-squad' s defense, led by Kerr and

tri-captain Matt Hicks, was stellar throughout the season. Omitting a 7-1 loss to
Vianney in which the team was ravaged
by injuries, the defense allowed on!y 15
goals on the season.
Highlights of the season included a
1-0 victory over Chaminade on October
20 in which Hicks scored the lone goal.
Chaminadehad beaten theC- Bills earlier
in the season 2-1.
Despite SLUH losing the majority of
its games to other MCC teams, defenseman
Blake Schaefering insists that, "we played
all ofthe big MCC teams closely." All in
-all, forward Rick Reiter declared that the
season was "very fun and exciting ...

More Soccer
(continued from page 6)
Twellman lined up face to face with DeSmet
goalie Adam Shea. His shot was headed for
the inside post when Shea stretched and deflected it wide, stymieing the Bills on their best
opportunity of the contest.
The Jr. Bills held the Spartans potent
offense at bay for the remainder of the game as
they worked to get the equalizer. Jetton proved
an impenetrable last line of defense for SLUH.
Several opportunities by the Spartan forwards
were turned away by the SLUH goaitender,
whose performance Martel called "awesome."
With ten minutes left, DeSmet threatened to
put the game out of reach with a head ball, off
a corner kick, but Jetton dove and deflected the
shot off ofthepost, keeping the Jr. Bills' hopes
alive.
The Jr. Bill offense mustered a number of
chances in the half, but Shea came up big time
and time again. "We worked like hell to get
that goal," remarked Martel on his offense' s
desperate attempts to knot the score at one.
Unfortunately, SLUH came up empty. When
the final whistle blew, the Spartans and their
fans cheered in jubilation, while the SLUH
players fell to the ground, overcome with
emotion. The 30 team members fought back
tears as they received their second place medals, to a rousing ovation from the crowd. "We
gave it our all,:' said junior Mike Amann, "but
they were the better team today."
The season came to an emotional, disap-

7
/
Hockey: Saturday night, the Icebills
overcame Hazelwood Central 5-3 to
up their record to 3-0. Goals carne via
Ryan Zacher, Mike Ciapciak, Jason
Kempf, Josh Franklin, and Eric Wood.
Next up for Coach B and his band of
Billikens are the Rams of MICDS,
Friday night.
Prep News 25 STU CO 17 11-21-95
PN center Dave Grebel had the game
of hjs life scoring 16 points and registering three astounding blocked shots
in the PN cause. Shawn Badgley
directed the offense with zippy passes
and finished with seven assists and 11
boards. DaveCoppleaddedfourpoints
and his patented tough-D. Patrick
"Paco" Powers contributed his typical
all-out hustle, plus eight turnovers,
while Chris Pelikan provided stability in the paint. Guards Matt Burnb
and Dave Matter played "30 minutes
of hell" defense while holding VP Joel
Brown scoreless.

Qjwte of tlie 'Weet
"Despite all my rage, I am
still just a rat in a cage."

pointing end this weekend, but overall it was
without a doubt a success. "Winning 21 games
with this schedule is quite an accomplishment," said Martel. ''This is the most unified
team I've ever had." Regardless of the final
outcome, the team's performance this season
will be remembered as one of the most remarkable in recent memory. The Bills put a mediocre regular season behind them, marched
through the playoffs, and into the finals, where
they stood face to face with the top team in the
state, whom they played evenly for 80 minutes. All in all, it was a great season, and one
that will be well remembered by the players,
the coaches, and the fans.

--Smashing Pumpkins
"Bullet with Butterfly
Wings"

Post-Season Football Awards
1st Team All-District & Metro HM

Brad Pennington
Nick Sansone
2nd Team All-District
Jeff Bell
Renato Fitzpatrick
Tom Shaner

·,
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(continued from page 6)
captain. After an excellent off-season,
Goetteimann is primed and focused for his
senior season. "Jay is really a great leader on
and off the court, and that will be important
with this year:s [younger) team," commented
Maurer.
The only other returning senior is 5' 11"
guard A.J. Waide, whose ex~rience and grittiness will only raise the level of play for the
youngsters. Maurernoted that" A.J. knows his
role well with this team."
To round out the returnees of last year's
squad will be 6 '6" junior forward Charlie Ries
and 6'2" junior guard Jason Young. For the
fourth consecutive season. a Ries will crack
the starting lineup as Charlie inherits the role
of SLUH's inside threat that his since-departed elder brother David held for three years .
Bo th Ries and Young are expected to see
' significant minutes this season.
Aside from these five returnees, the team
may seem to be plagued by inexperience and a
. Jack of height. 'This is definitely the smallest
team, in terms ofheight, that I've ever coached.
But they make up for their height with quickness," said Maurer. Along with junior guard
Phil Paspalas, who led the B-team in scoring
last season, three super-sophomores are expected to make significant contributions to

Sports
this year's team. After an impressive varsity
football season, 6'2", 185 lb. forward Jim
Vreeland will add his strength and athleticism
to a tean1lacking a lot of size up-front. 6'2"
Josh Desfalvy' s leaping ability and strong
jump-shot should gain him minutes at small
forward with Vreeland. After a stellar soccer
season and a one-day rest from the state title
run, Taylor Twellman will lace up the sneaks
for the Hoopbills . Maurer hopes Twellman
can add his speed and aggressiveness tb the Jr.
Bill backcourt.
Maurer is excited about the "up-tempo"
style exhibited by this trio of youngsters. He
admits that he's pleased to see that these
younger players "haven't yet seen a shot they
don'r!ike." He hopes that "their youthful
enthusi'asm will carry over during the rest of
the season."
'
Along with all the changes, the coaching
staff is placing a greater emphasis on "new
techniques and new concepts." Maurer added
that this season-long process will include stressing "footwork and improved team defense,"
two things that were Jacking from last year's
team.
Maurer and the new-look Hoopbills will
launch the ir season Monday night at the
Lafayette Tournament where they'll face Eureka at 7:45p.m.

PN Letter Policy
Every letter received by the editors
will be read and considered for publication. Each letter should be signed by its
author. In the event of publication, the
author's name may be withheld upon
requestor at the discretion of the editors.
Letters must address SLUR-related issues.
The editors reserve the right to edit
letters for publication without altering
the author's intent in order to meet grammatical guidelines and space requirements. The editors also reserve the right
to withhold the publication of letters. In
such instances, the Prep News will explain to the author why the letter will not
be printed that Friday.
All letters intended for publication
may be turned into the Prep News office, or to any editor or the moderator. or
may be mailed tothePrepNews, c/o St.
Louis University High School, 4970
Oakland Ave., St. Louis , MO 63110.
Letters must be received before the
end of school on the Wednesday prior to
the Friday of publication.

Soccerbills Grateful to SLUH Community
Dear SLUH Soccer Fans,
We would like to thank all the members of the SLUH community who gave
our team support throughout the season,
and especially last weekend. At the
game Saturday, the crowd support was
the greatest effort we have seen in the
past four years. The SLUH fans created
an atmosphere in which the rejuvenated
SLUH spirit was at its pinnacle. This not
only helped us play well, but [demon-

Patrolling the defense, Nick Chase looks
for an open teammate.

strated) your pride in SLUH at the finals.
We appreciate the many students who
stayed after the game and cheered not
only for the efforts of that day but for our
season and for the seniors who finished
their SLUH careers. .
We would like to commend the ef-

forts of our Athletic Director, Mr. Richard Wehner, for his unending support
and enthusiasm towards the team.
Wehner and faculty members Mr. Charles
Merriott, Mr. Tom Becvar, Mr. George
Mills, and Mr. Paul Azzara, SLUH grad
Mr. Tom Lally, and the grounds crew
members who prepare our stadium- al l
are responsible for the class atmosphere
that made each game special. We would
like to acknowledge the personal commitmentofMr. Tony Eagan, who volunteered his time and expertise because of
his love of SLUH.
Gratefully,
Members and Coaches of the SLUH
Soccer team

