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Theology dept. spends day
away to discuss curriculum
BY Connor FitzGerald
NEWS EDITOR

T

he St. Louis U. High theology department met
off campus last Thursday to
discuss possible changes to
the curriculum, the mission
philosophy, and the goals of
the department as a whole in
upcoming years.
The meeting will be the
first of a series with an ultimate goal of making the
theology department more
centralized. The department
wants to have clear goals set
for each class so teachers of
students the following year
can know which topics students have covered and which
they have not.
“I thought it went great,”
said Theology chair Diego
Navarro. “It was also nice to
just get time away; we don’t
get a lot of time together (because) we’re spread out—we
have three of us in Campus
Ministry. So it’s nice to just
get time together, catch up,
and get some work done.”
The discussions began
with the entire theology department determining if the
current mission statement
and philosophy satisfied their

standards as a department.
The ultimate decision was to
tweak the statement a little
bit, though the changes are
far from finished.
Other proposed changes
to the department are also
currently in the idea stage.
“One thing we’re trying
to see is how our department
can better meet the nonCatholic students because
there are more and more nonCatholic students,” said theology teacher Rob Garavaglia.
“That was kind of the main
gist of the morning. (The
main question was) do these
departmental mission goals
and objectives still meet our
Fr. Houlihan addressed the crowd gathered at a dinner in his honor Sunday night in the Library.
students where they’re at?”
The group then broke up
into smaller groups divided
by class years. Changes to the
freshman, sophomore, and
Fifty years a Jesuit priest, he reflects on the various ways
junior theology classes were
discussed.
The
only
concrete
change coming out of that
meeting as of right now is a
new framework for the first
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textbooks in recent years

Feature: Ruiz dazzles
with magic, religion

BY Sam Chechik
CORE STAFF

C

an magic and religion
coexist?
Pepe Ruiz, S.J., believes
so, and since he started teaching theology at St. Louis U.
High this year, has been performing tricks all over the
school—something he does
as a part-time magician.
Ruiz has many tricks up
his sleeve, but he usually focuses on everyday objects like
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United States for the first time.
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Students to leadership retreat
Eight juniors began work in a
two-year youth leadership program last weekend at Trout
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Catcher in the Rye
An alum and a student reflect
on Holden Caulfield, exploring
what he meant to them as well as
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Freshman elections
The freshmen elected Jack Perry
class president and Luke Sansone
vice president. Page 2
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It’ll make a man out of you
Despite Manmaker Hill testing
the runners’ strength, the freshmen, JV, and Varsity II teams all
place at Enke Invitational. Page 6.
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Stifling the Spartans
SLUH cruises to a 63-13 victory
over De Smet last Friday; juniors
Mitch Batschelett, Tony Adams,
and Andrew Clair each had three
TDs. Page 6.
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After days
of games,
Spirit Week
ends
BY Jack Casey, Aidan
Moore
REPORTERS

T

oday marks the end of
a very successful spirit
week at St. Louis U. High,
one characterized by themed
dress down days, music
played between classes, and
activities such as soccer, ping
pong, musical chairs, and
more.
The STUCO-sponsored
event was organized by student leaders who wanted to
give SLUH a chance to get
excited about the community
they belong to.
The week consisted of
a range of activities students
could participate in or watch
during activity periods. A
dunk contest and musical
chairs, emceed by senior class
president Ryan Hopkins and
senior spirit leader Tim Sansone, kicked off the week on
Monday. Tuesday featured
four-on-four soccer games
and a ping pong tournament in the Field House. The
bleachers were lowered for
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Class of 2019 elects Perry president, Juniors attend opening retreat of two
year-long Youth Leadership program
Sansone vice president
Gabe Lepak
reporter
BY

T

he class of 2019 elected
Jack Perry as class president and Luke Sansone as vice
president.
While last year’s election was held in November,
STUCO made the decision to
move it up to September.
“It seemed like the class
was ready to have a president and vice president,”
said student body president
Jack Perryman. “November
is too late; you can’t capitalize on the time you’ve got.”

The speeches took place
in the Field House. There was
a general theme of democracy
in the candidates’ speeches
as freshman listened to each
other’s thoughts, concerns,
and ideas.
In his speech to win
votes, Perry talked about improving SLUH by connecting with the whole freshman
class, and encouraging people
to bring in any ideas for possible improvements or class
events.
“What I believe helped
me win was the fact that I have
great friends, who know me

Left: Freshman Jack Perry
was elected as freshman
class president. In his
speech, Perry urged freshmen to come to him with
ideas and complaints.
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Right: The class of 2019
elected freshman Luke
Sansone as their vice
president. Sansone’s speech
started with his tearing up
the piece of paper with his
speech on it.

Will they stay or will they go?
Rams Club here (for now)
BY Nathan
REPORTER

W

Wild

ill Stan Kroenke move
the Rams to L.A? Will
he backstab St. Louis for his
own greedy gains? These are
just some of the questions
that have recently been on
the minds of members of the
Rams Fan Club.
The club meets on Monday mornings and supports
the Rams’ valiant efforts in
both wins and losses. The
group is characterized by fiery
meetings in which members
lead chants and discuss the
game the previous day.
One looming topic of
discussion is whether or not
the Rams will leave St. Louis.
Many of the club’s veteran
members offer strongly-worded affirmations that the Rams
will never leave St. Louis.
“No, I don’t think the

Rams will leave, at least I hope
they won’t leave, because we
have proposed a new stadium
for Stan so he won’t have to
move them,” said sophomore
Tommy Duchild. “I would
probably continue be a fan of
the Rams for a few years and
if we got a new team, I would
probably be fans of them.”
Despite the many who
believe the Rams will stay,
some are not as optimistic.
“I sadly believe that the
Rams will be moving; however, I do believe the Jaguars
will come to St. Louis,” said
sophomore Ryan Whealen. “I
will not be a Jaguars fan. I will
not be a Rams fan. I would
not pay much attention to the
NFL after the Rams leave.”
No matter what each
member thinks about where
the Rams will be next year,
all members hope to enjoy a
long-lasting, winning Rams
season to come.
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on a personal level, and understand what I want to accomplish as president,” said Perry.
Sansone, after initially
ripping up the piece of paper
he walked up with, pulled out
a set of notecards and passionately talked about how he
would want to hear the ideas
of the class and help improve
SLUH.
“I think the energy I had
in my speech really made
some of the guys want to vote
for me,” said Sansone in an
email.
—Matt Godar contributed reporting.

The juniors who attended Youth Leadership St. Louis’s discussion on story ideas. The group narrowed the topics tdown to either one-to-one technology or admissions outreach.

BY Nolen Doorack
NEWS EDITOR

E

ight juniors and an English teacher attended
the opening retreat of Youth
Leadership St. Louis, a twoyear long program put on by
Focus St. Louis last weekend.
Juniors Niles Bernabe,
Sam Chechik, Blake Johnson,
Joe Laughlin, Mitch Batschelett, Maurice Glass, Will Jefferson along with English
teacher and the group’s advisor Frank Kovarik went to the
YMCA Trout Lodge to begin
the two year-long leadership
program.
At the retreat, the juniors
acquainted themselves with
about 140 members of other
high schools, both public and
private, in the St. Louis area.
“(The retreat) was focused on getting to know a lot
of people in the group,” said
Bernabe.
The retreat included
small and large group discussions about issues plaguing
the St. Louis region. It also included speakers such as Terry
Jones, ’59, who spoke about
housing segregation to the
SLUH community last year.
“I wasn’t sure what to
expect,” said Laughlin. “Ultimately, (the retreat) got me
excited about the upcoming
year with the program.”
Chechik described the

weekend as an “informational
bootcamp.” The retreat focused on developing critical
skills for the upcoming year,
such as facilitation and presentation skills, as well as etiquette during interviews.
Youth Leadership St.
Louis was founded in 1989,
but this is SLUH’s first year
participating in the program.
Its mission is to develop a
deeper understanding of the
St. Louis area through the
leadership of young adults.
Part of its mission is to bring
together diverse groups of
students with different experiences of the St. Louis area.
“I think that it is great for
these students involved to get
to know leaders from all these
other schools in the area,” said
Kovarik. “It’s great for them to
see that SLUH doesn’t have a
monopoly on leadership and
talent and for them to make
connections with students
from other schools. “
At the suggestion of a former board member, President
David Laughlin participated
in the adult version of this
program called Leadership St.
Louis in 2010 and 2011.
“We looked at issues
across the region like business
development, crime, court
systems, racial disparity,” said
Laughlin. “We had discussions about government and
education and business. It was
a very impactful program.”

A member of Focus St.
Louis reached out to Laughlin
last school year to see if SLUH
was interested in sending
students to the high school
program. After Laughlin had
discussions with with Principal John Moran and Kovarik,
applications were sent out to
members of the class of 2017.
The juniors were chosen
based on submitted essays
and will now continue to meet
throughout the year with students from other high schools
in the program.
The juniors are working
on a project to research an
issue within the SLUH community. The group’s topic will
be either how one-to-one
technology affects student interaction and involvement or
seeing if SLUH is reaching all
parts of the city in the admissions process.
In addition to regular
meetings and the large project, the group of juniors will
go on field trips around the St.
Louis area.
“They are learning a lot
about health care, the criminal justice system, the arts,
the business world, and other
key sectors of St. Louis,” said
Kovarik. “It’s really cool for
our guys to get that type of
exposure to the wider region
and hopefully be able to bring
what they are learning back to
this school and enriching the
life of our school.”
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Letter
Catcher: Farewell, old friend
To the editors:
Ten years ago, I thought
I was Holden Caulfield. I
didn’t get kicked out of SLUH,
like Holden got kicked out
of his prep school, but when
I walked at graduation, there
wasn’t a diploma for me in
the blue folder. I had failed
an elective senior year, and
had to take an online summer
class before I could graduate.
My journey, like Holden’s,
took me West. I didn’t end
up in an institution, at least
not the kind in which Holden
ends the book. I joined the
Marines. I deployed on security, training, and combat
missions to Cuba, Spain, Israel, Bahrain, and Afghanistan.
When I was a freshman
in Mr. Kovarik’s English class,
while reading the Odyssey
and Huck Finn, Mr. Kovarik
always stressed that when
reading, not to search for
some hidden reference from
the author, but to make meaning. While on my overseas
deployments, meaning wasn’t
hiding somewhere to be
found. I had to try and make
sense out of the events I was
witnessing and in which I was
participating.
From the roof of the
American embassy in Bahrain, my platoon and I
watched a king try to repress
his own people, and when he
failed, watched Saudi Arabia
cross the King Fahd Causeway in tanks and APC’s to
enforce a crackdown. Laying
in a ditch outside of a town
called Krum, in the Kaneshin
district of Helmand Province,

Afghanistan, my mil-hash
reticle centered on a man
wearing white. I couldn’t tell
if he had a weapon or not. A
sergeant was firing over my
head while a staff sergeant
told me to take the man in
white. Whether or not I actually pulled a trigger, I wore my
own people shooting hat that
day.
The best tools I have to
make meaning are the books
I read, and learned, and loved,
while I was at SLUH. When
I think about Afghanistan, I
think of Macbeth, and tales
told by idiots, signifying
nothing. I think of Catch-22,
and Snowden’s secret, spilled
all over the back of the plane;
that spirit gone, man is meat. I
think about American narratives. I took with me overseas
the stories of our beginnings:
stories of cowboys, secretaries, Gatsby’s Ashland and Eliot’s Wasteland. In Iraq and
Afghanistan, politicians and
officers had dreams of tabula
rasa, terra incognita and John
Edward’s City on a Hill. In the
ranks of lance corporals I met
and knew many Bartleby the
Scriveners and John Waynes.
The democratic spirit De
Tocqueville wrote about descended on each of us imagined western messiahs not
as white doves, but in plain,
small, brown birds at which
the Afghan men slung rocks.
I waded through canals with
Melville, Hawthorn and
Whitman. I ate MRE’s with
Hemingway, Faulkner, and
Ellison. And you Mark Twain,
what were you doing on the

banks of the Helmand?
I think about Catcher in
the Rye. I wish, like Holden,
I could have caught children
I met, instead of seeing them
abused, or repressed, or killed
in conflict. I think about the
ways in which I have changed,
and how sometimes I wish I
could freeze things, if even
just for a short while, like the
tableaus in the Natural History Museum. I wish the things
I had seen and experienced
were simple, unchanging, and
easily digested.
But “since the world has
still much good, but much less
good than ill,” since things
aren’t simple, unchanging,
and easily digested, I need the
brew not so brisk as ale. SLUH
English teachers served me
that brew.
A part of that brew is
changing now. Catcher is
moving on from its place.
Like any good Holden, part
of me is upset that things
aren’t the same as when I was
young. But nostalgia, longing
for and trying to reclaim the
past ended badly for Gatsby.
Holden couldn’t freeze things,
and neither can I. So farewell
old friend. Take a load off for
a while, and rest in a well-deserved place on my own shelf.
I heard they are bringing in
Kite Runner this year, a book
about a child in Afghanistan.
A decade removed from their
halls, and the SLUH English
department is still presenting
me with challenging readings,
with which to make meaning.
Peter Lucier, ‘08

Perspective
The appeal of an antihero
BY

Jake Lepak

I remember one day during Dr. Callon’s sophomore
English class, we had just finished reading The Catcher in
the Rye and we were discussing
the book as an overall work
of literature. Thomas Caputa
asked, “I don’t understand
why people like this book so
much, what makes this book
an American classic?” I wondered the same thing. What
made this book so appealing
to so many people? Holden
Caulfield is a cynical, skeptical, seventeen-year-old boy
who can be seen as sexist and
immature. I can see why most
people would be turned off by
him and not get much of an
emotional response from his
actions or the book as a whole.
I surely didn’t.
But then I started thinking about it. Holden was the
first character of his type that
I had ever read about. Holden
is considered widely to be an
antihero, a protagonist who
lacks the attributes that make
a heroic figure, such as nobility of mind and spirit, a life
or attitude marked by action
or purpose, and the like. As I
thought about the definition
of an antihero, Holden Caulfield was the first antihero I
had ever encountered in a
book. The only characters that
Jake Lepak is a senior here.

I could think of as possibly being antiheroes before reading
The Catcher in the Rye were
Huckleberry Finn and Tom
Sawyer, and the debate on
their status is talked about to
this day.
After I thought about
the definition of an antihero,
I started to like Holden more
and more. When I first read
The Catcher in the Rye, I was
analyzing Holden from “an
outsider’s” perspective. In order to fully understand a character as complex and enigmatic as Holden, I had to see the
world from Holden’s eyes.
When I was able to see
all of the faults from Holden’s
perspective, I could see why
he felt a certain way about
things, such as girls, people in
power, and society as a whole.
I could now relate to Holden
in a way I had never thought
was possible, and soon found
myself agreeing with what he
had to say. I now liked and
was thoroughly entertained
by Holden Caulfield as a character in a novel, but I still did
not appreciate the book itself.
I didn’t start to appreciate The Catcher in the Rye as
a whole work of literature until the summer leading into
my senior year. I did a lot of
reading over the summer
and one of the books I read
was The Kite Runner, which
some teachers are teaching in

their upcoming classes. The
protagonist, Amir, is most
certainly an antihero, for he
has flaws that he has to overcome throughout the course
of the novel. As I was reading
the book, I felt myself being
drawn to Amir because of his
flaws. I was intrigued by his
nature and it opened my eyes
to something: some characters in stories are supposed to
have flaws. It is what makes
characters more appealing to
the reader and what makes
stories more interesting and
memorable.
Not every story should
have a character that is a glorified hero that is worshipped
for his little faults. Some of the
best characters in literature
,we can’t help but root against
them sometimes and hope
they fail. I think The Catcher
in the Rye is considered an
American classic because
Holden’s character inspired
many other characters in future works. Holden shows
the reader that sometimes the
greatest heroes don’t have to
be entirely good people.
Needless to say my appreciation for Holden Caulfield has grown over the past
few years. Although some of
his actions and motives I still
question, Holden Caulfield
has inspired people to be a
little phony sometimes, and I
hope to see more of him soon.

Prep News

Baseball field touched up for
upcoming season
BY Andrew
REPORTER

Pluff

T

he baseball field has been
closed to students lately
thanks to some renovations
and maintenance to the Sheridan Stadium baseball field,
including replacing sod, laserleveling the infield, and making alterations to the pitching
mounds.
As the field is used and
the infield raked between innings and games, dirt begins
to build up along the edge that
separates the grass of the outfield and the dirt of the infield.
After dealing with the problem, the decision was made to
recreate the definite, smooth
edge that divides the infield

and outfield.
“After time the edge between the infield and grass becomes rough and becomes not
the best playing surface we
can have,” said Athletic Director Chris Muskopf. “The field
starts to grow bumpy as the
dirt is scraped into that edge.”
Florissant Sod replaced
about two to four feet of sod
everywhere dirt meets grass.
Such maintenance typically
happens on a field with such
high quality upkeep around
eight to ten years.
The dirt infield was also
laser-leveled.
“After time the field becomes uneven and water
starts to settle in the lower

3

spots in the field,” said head
baseball coach Steve Nicollerat. “When that happens you
have to laser grade it before it
gets too bad.”
The pitching mounds
were also adjusted to be the
required height. The mounds
were a little bit too high, according to Nicollerat, so the
crew went in and used dirt
to rebuild the mounds to the
proper height. The home
plate area was fixed as well.
“I’m excited that the field
was fixed. It was nice before,
but now it’ll be even better
and should be really great to
play on,” said junior Jacob Safarian.
photo | Brendan Voigt

The Sheridan Stadium infield yesterday afternoon. The infield was laser-leveled and had its sod
replaced in preparation for the upcoming season.

Medical Career Club offers
students perspective
on medicine
BY Charlie
REPORTER

T

McGroarty

he Medical Careers Club
was founded by biology
teacher Tim O’Keefe to inform students interested in
medical careers about opportunities and events.
According to O’Keefe,
the club is not necessarily for
those who want to be doctors,
but rather for those who are
curious about medical career
opportunities and events.
“The whole idea of the
club is that it really provides
opportunities for guys that
think that they’re interested in
some area of medicine,” said
O’Keefe.
The club is off to a running start, already making
plans for this coming year and
having a meeting last Friday
morning. During the meeting,
senior Jake Lepak talked to the
club about a recent surgery on
the ulnar nerve in his arm, decribing the surgery while the
rest of the club listened with
interest and munched on donuts.
Eating donuts and talking about surgeries isn’t the
only thing the club does. On
Oct. 2 Joe Scott, a physician’s
assistant, will be coming to

speak to the members about
his career and education.
Five days later, on Oct.
7, Colleen Gallagher will be
coming to speak about her job
as an occupational therapist at
SLU.
Finally, on Friday, Oct. 23
Samantha Warren, a professor
at Fontbonne, will be coming
to talk about Bioinformatics,
a union of medicine, genetics, and computer science
that uses technology to understand human genetics and
find relationships between
medicine and genetics.
Though there aren’t any
more planned events for October, the club has several
plans for the rest of the year.
The two main ones have to do
with partnering with other
SLUH clubs and organizations. One of these plans is
called “Med Launch,” a partnership with the Business Entrepreneur Club.
“It’s a way of designing,
or looking at problems that
exist in medicine and coming
up with creative solutions for
those problems” said O’Keefe.
This project mainly involves biomedical engineering, but also includes creative
thinking and problem solving

skills.
The second major project will be becoming a leading part of the fall and spring
blood drives. These have traditionally been run by STUCO,
but this year the Medical Careers Club will help out, with
the idea of eventually taking
over the entire operation.
“It would just fit the club
and be an opportunity for
guys to learn about that,” said
O’Keefe.
While these are the current plans, more are still underway. Speakers will be coming throughout the year, and
members of the club will be
making visits to and shadowing at hospitals and spreading
the word about events, programs, speakers, blood drives,
and anything that they think
people will be interested in.
Anything that comes up and
is related to medicine, the club
will be involved in.
Anyone interested in
joining the Medical Careers
Club should contact O’Keefe
through email or see him in
the science office. The club
meets once a week on Fridays
during activity period.
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STUCO hosts Spirit Week filled with fun outfits, tunes, and games
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(continued from page 1)

these games allowing more
space for spectators.
“I liked how the stands
were brought out because
it created a really cool environment, by having everyone sitting around watching
what was happening out on
the court,” said student body
president Jack Perryman.
The Junior Billy 8-Mile
took place on Wednesday.
STUCO intramural representive Sam Perry, publicity
and communications representative Kevin Strader, and
Hopkins emceed the event
and participated with raps of
their own to excite the spectators. The event began in the
old cafeteria, but a change of
location was necessary due
to a faulty sound system. The
three emcees quickly revived
the battle after a move to the
Si Commons.
“We all tried really hard
to get the 8-Mile to be well

participated in so we all wrote
stuff of our own for that,” said
Perry.
Thursday’s activity period was used as a wrap-up day
for the soccer and ping pong
tournaments, as well as the
freshman STUCO speeches
and elections.
Along with the activities,
there were different clothing themes set for each day:
“Dress Like Dad”, USA, jersey,
Throwback Thursday, and an
“Everything SLUH” day.
“There was really good
participation in the themes
especially considering the
dad theme, which was pretty
exotic compared to the rest,”
said Perry.
A few changes occurred
from last year’s Spirit Week,
including the removal of Wet
Billies. Although this change
received a negative response
at first, over 60 people signed
up for the gym sports, which
replaced Wet Billies.

Another change was the
closure of the Commons during the STUCO-sponsored
events.
“I personally think closing the Commons is a good
idea because it gets the students involved,” said Hopkins.
“You miss out on a lot of fun
things that are going on if you
sit in the Commons rather
than watching somebody
dunk or score a goal.”
STUCO ended the week
on a high note with a special treat of a free breakfast
of Chris’s pancakes, orange
juice, and sausage, which was
offered to the students from 6:
30 to 7:45 a.m. this morning.
Specially-designed Spirit
Week t-shirts also went on
sale Thursday. Although Spirit Week’s main purpose is not
to raise money, STUCO collected $600 on Monday, plus
the other proceeds that have
yet to be counted. All of this
money will go towards the

Senior Vinny Bartholomew in the ping pong finals yesterday. He won the tournament.
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Mission Week funds that will
be sent to charities that have
yet to be decided.
“ I just want to thank all

of the students for showing see the whole school coming
their support by participat- together and celebrating our
ing in all the events we had,” school spirit.”
said Hopkins. “It was cool to

Staycation attends presentation on ancient Persian art at SLU

BY Nolen Doorack
NEWS EDITOR

A

handful of teachers and
students from the Staycation Club attended a presentation on ancient Persian
artwork and literature given
by John Renard, ’62.
Renard presented at Saint
Louis University as a kickoff
keynote speaker in the unveiling of SLU’s minor in Middle
Eastern Studies last Thursday
evening. He highlighted and
explained excerpts from epic
poems of the ancient Persian
Empire. The excerpts were in
the form of miniature paintings depicting historical and
mythological stories. One of

the epic poems, the Shahnameh, contains 50,000 verses
of Persian poetry and history.
“(The presentation) was
explosively beautiful,” said
French teacher Suzanne Renard, John’s sister. “It’s so
enjoyable to have someone
to show you things that you
would otherwise not have access to like the blotches of the
turbans in one painting.”
John Renard has carefully studied these paintings,
scouring for every little detail and then translating the
text. Within the turbans in
one painting, he discovered
names and stories in what ap-

pear to be just tiny blotches to
the untrained eye.
“He’s a person who is
famished for finding out every little jewel that a painting
can give up,” said Suzanne
Renard. “The blotches were
names of people, in jokes of
ancient Persia.”
John Renard used a huge
projection screen to point out
details of the ancient artwork
to his audience. This helped
bring out amazing colors and
tiny details that are easy to
miss in the miniature sized
paintings.
“There was one piece in
which he said, ‘You’ve got all

this detail and all these large
animal characters in conflict
in the foreground, but way up
in the corner are these owls,’”
said assistant principal for
mission Jim Linhares, who
attended. “If you weren’t Persian, you wouldn’t know that
those little owls were the key
to the whole piece, because
what the owls are talking
about are casting light upon
what the major players in the
piece are talking about.”
Junior Syed Fakhryzada,
who went on the Staycation
outing, was interested because
he was born in Afghanistan.
“Dr. Renard made some

Ruiz balances God and magic
(continued from page 1)

deck and being able to easily
manipulate the 52 pieces of
paper. One trick includes him
having one part of the deck
faced up and one down, and
through some magic words,
he makes the chosen card appear as the only one faced up.
He is also adept in disappearances and levitation, specifically self-levitation.
“His style is this: he likes
to do a lot of serious and powerful tricks where you think,
‘What the actual heck is going
on?’” said junior Sean Hruz.
“But then in the way he presents it, he’s good at adding
jokes and making it funny and
relating to the audience, so it
mixes well as a good balance
of both.”
Ruiz actually did a few
magic tricks at the activities
fair earlier this month and

during a Food Drive sorting
session, and he actually has a
floating deck of cards in his
shared office with Campus
Minister Brian Gilmore.
Another trick he does
regularly is levitation; he usually closes out shows by levitating a dollar bill, a table or
himself.
“I don’t (levitate) too often. I reserve that for special
moments,” said Ruiz.
One of Ruiz’s favorite
tricks used to be mentalism,
or mind-reading, but when
he went through his regency
and became a priest this past
summer, he realized that it
would be best not to perform
tricks such as those. He felt as
though the mind-reading was
a sort of encroachment on
God’s relationship with others.
“With mentalism, I think

Ruiz stuns the Senior Pastoral Team.
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a lot of times people think
there’s a possibility for reality, although I tell them it’s a
trick,” said Ruiz. “I’d rather
not get people too confused.
I need to do more stuff that
is visual, rather than reading
minds.”
Because he couldn’t do
his mind-reading, Ruiz substituted tricks that took two
people and had them mentally connect through a form
of telepathy.
“Empathy should be
pretty amazing to us, but it’s
normally not,” said Ruiz. “The
fact that I can know what
you’re feeling and relate to
you—that’s a mind blowing
thing.”
Besides doing magic,
Ruiz also thought about its
relationship with God. In the
last three years, Ruiz started
wondering if being a priest
and a magician are compatible.
“I think it ended up being God saying that it is such
a great way to connect with
people and to give a friendly
face, a non-threatening face,
to the church and to God’s
message,” said Ruiz.
Ruiz sees an interesting
relationship between magic
and religion.
“Magic is about control
versus religion, which is more
about a relationship that God
wants to have with us, a personal relationship with God,”
said Ruiz. “The danger, I
think, is that bad magic looks

like religion, and bad religion
looks like magic.”
According to Ruiz, bad
magic is used to prey on the
vulnerable, so he avoids it as
much as he can. Shamans,
mind readers, and palm readers were all examples he cited,
and they “trick people for the
desire to control,” said Ruiz.
He would rather have the
magic be a way to help people
be amazed, not control them.
Bad religion is a different
issue, as sometimes people
can view God as a questionand-answer being, one that
will answer prayers if they’re
prayed hard enough or give
out all the answers.
“Bad religion looks like
magic where people say, ‘If I
say the right prayers the right
amount of times, I will get the
results that I want,’” said Ruiz.
Ruiz first became involved in magic around the
age of eight, when he traveled
to a summer camp in Mexico
and met a professional magician there. He then learned
the basics of magic by learning one trick at a time.
Marcos Ruiz, his brother,
also helped him learn. Now a
professional magician, Ruiz’s
brother specializes in children’s magic. The Ruiz brothers learn magic from each
other every time they meet.
As he grew older, Ruiz
got more access to magical materials, something he
couldn’t do when he was

witty remarks, and he knew
so much about the paintings,”
said Fakhryzada.
After Renard’s presentation, SLU provided traditional
Persian food.
John Renard gave a similar presentation to the Library
of Congress on March 27 for
the opening of an exhibition
called “A Thousand Years of
the Persian Book.”
Renard earned his Ph.D
at Harvard University in 1973.
He was on the vanguard of Islamic studies as a westerner.
“People thought he was
crazy,” said Suzanne. “I was in
awe … My family didn’t find it

weird at all. It seemed exotic.”
John Renard has studied
Arabic and Persian, among
many other languages.
He has written almost
twodozen books on Islam,
Buddhism,
Sufism,
and
Christianity and continues
to be a world authority on
Islamic art, literature, and architecture.
“I thought that it was a
fascinating talk,” said English
teacher Terry Quinn. “It’s one
of those moments when you
realize there is this whole universe of myths and stories and
art that you just don’t know
anything about.”

2Philly4Francis: students go on
pilgrimage to Philadelphia

BY Sam Heagney
FEATURES EDITOR

S

ix students and two teachers are headed to the City
of Brotherly Love this weekend to bask in the glow of
Pope Francis. Not far away, in
D.C., alumnus Gerard Gayou,
’12, got a much closer view
while he served Mass for the
Pope on Wednesday.
Sophomores Jack Schweizer and Sean Anderson,
juniors Andrew Hohenberger
and Edward Gartner, seniors
Ethan McIntyre and Tim Nile,
theology teacher Diego Navarro, and Campus Minister
Meg Beugg, spent time yesterday settling into St. Joseph’s
Prep, which they’ll call home
for the weekend. The group
from SLUH is taking up residence in the school, as are
travelers from 41 other Jesuit
schools.
The group started the day
dropping off bags and heading straight to East Philadelphia to get cheesesteaks and
do a bit of sightseeing. They
then travelled back for their
welcome barbeque where
they met the other students
and chaperones from the program.
In the evening, the large
group met for keynote speaker Michael Gomez, founder of
Christo Rey Philadelphia high
school, and then broke into
smaller sections, giving them
the chance to discuss Gomez’s
continued on page 8 talk and get to know people

from the other schools better.
“It really puts in perspective how much God loves us,”
said Schweizer.
They ended the day with
liturgy at the Gesu Chapel
with the other Jesuit schools.
The group will follow a
similar format today, but with
two keynote speakers and
breakout sessions each because the pilgrims won’t need
time to settle in.
When the Pope arrives
in Philly tomorrow, the group
gets out to a much earlier
6:30 a.m. start and heads to a
meeting for religious freedom
at Independence Mall, where
they’ll be among 30,000 viewers watching Pope Francis
talk.
Then they head to the
“Festival of Families” at Benjamin Franklin Parkway
where Francis will be one of
the many acts, which include
The Fray and Aretha Franklin. The group may not get to
see the Pope directly but will
watch him on a large screen.
The group will return to
the Benjamin Franklin Parkway Sunday for the papal
Mass.
One hundred fifty miles
southeast, Gayou was a giftbearer for Wednesday’s Mass
in the nation’s capital. Gayou
was chosen because he’s the
President of the GW Catholics, a Newman Center organization at George Washing-

continued on page 5
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President David Laughlin toasted Fr. Houlihan during a dinner celebrating his 50 years as a Jesuit priest last Sunday.

50 years a Jesuit priest, Houlihan honored with dinner
BY James Pollard
REPORTER

R

alph Houlihan, S.J., celebrated his 50th year of
service in the priesthood on
Sunday as 20 Jesuits came together for a Jesuit Jubilee in
the chapel.

Houlihan, who has left
quite a mark on the SLUH
and Jesuit communities in St.
Louis, started teaching Latin
as a Jesuit scholastic and, after
finishing his studies, taught
religion and ran the student
council at De Smet in 1968.

Then, after the principal left,
he was asked if he had ever
thought about taking the position.
“I thought it was a joke. I
said no and walked out of the
room,” he said.
Houlihan ended up tak-

ing the job and, after five years
there, was offered the job of
principal at SLUH.
“This is really my fourth
incarnation at SLUH,” he said.
“I was here as a scholastic for
three years, I was here for five
years in the seventies, and

then I came back in ’95.”
Houlihan left SLUH in
1979 for Regis High School
in Denver, which was in the
process of separating from the
college. He stayed there until
he returned to SLUH in 1995.
Houlihan credits his parents and their Catholic example as a big factor in his vocation. He said coming to SLUH
played a role as well, where he
had his first contact with the
Society of Jesus.
“My three older brothers,
I had six first cousins, all went
to CBC,” he said, “And I came
here. So as I look back on that
I think there was some providence in that.”
When looking back on
his time as a student here, he
recalled all of the great friends
he made. He participated
in the “Radio Workshop,” a
speech club, when he was a
student.
“It’s a place that I love.
I did get my vocation here. I
was formed by the Jesuits really,” he said, “As my brother
said (at the dinner on Sunday), ‘we only had him for 18
years and the Society really
formed him’ and I think that’s
true.”
The Mass was celebrated
by the provincial of the Cen-

5

tral and Southern province,
Ronald Mercier, S.J., and was
hosted at SLUH for only the
second time.
“It’s a great celebration
of men who have contributed
their lives to the Jesuits and
the service of people, so it’s
always a humbling event to
be at,” said president David
Laughlin.
Theology teacher Rob
Garavaglia recalled how Mercier spoke “about this idea
of cultivating an open heart
to serve others and to put
God at the center and he was
just talking about how these
priests have done that.”
In addition to a reception with hors d’oeuvres in the
Commons afterwards, there
was also dinner for Houlihan
and those he invited in the library.
Laughlin spoke after the
dinner, calling Houlihan, “a
man of action and relationship.” Houlihan’s brother
spoke after that, and then
Houlihan spoke himself,
thanking all of those who have
supported him in his various
positions—from his time as
principal of De Smet to his
time as president of Regis
High School in Denver.

Theology goes off campus to With one-to-one devices, teachers explore digital books
tweak mission philosophy
(continued from page 1)
way,” Navarro said of the ju-

(continued from page 1)

history of Christology. Along
with the changes to the sophomore first semester class, the
group of junior teachers discussed centralizing the texts
of the second semester morality class so that students get a
similar experience of the class
and that each class learns the
same material.
“We were working on
morality, so I’m certainly
thinking about what will be
the focus and goal of my morality classes this upcoming
spring in light of my discussions in my department,” said
Garavaglia. “I think it’s going
to definitely shape and change
how I approach my morality
class; I just haven’t spelled that
all out yet.”
Though the ideas of
change are being talked about
today, many will not be put
into use until next year or the
year after.

“From my angle, I
thought the departmental discussions were really fruitful,”
said Garavaglia.
The meeting was held at
Jesuit Hall; located at the intersection of Grand and Lindell. It is the home of many
Jesuits in the SLU/SLUH community, including theology
teacher Chris Pinné, S.J.
During the day, campus
minister Pepe Ruiz, S.J., presided at a Mass for the department, and theology teachers
Dan Finucane and Danielle
Harrison organized the music.
“The administration was
really supportive in helping us
do it,” said Navarro. “Countless teachers subbed for our
freshman and sophomore
classes, which is awesome.
There was a lot of good will
from a lot of people all over
the building to make it happen.”

Gayou, ’12, serves Papal Mass

(continued from page 4)

ton University, where Gayou
is a senior. The chaplain at the
Newman Center was asked for
a student to represent George
Washington and he chose
Gayou.
“It was a very random
thing; I didn’t apply,” said
Gayou.
Gayou was one of 12 giftbearers for the Mass at the
Catholic University National
Shrine. Gayou and the other
gift bearers arrived at 10:30
a.m., but didn’t get into their
places until 1:30 because of
the enormous crowd. Once
inside, they were seated directly behind a row of bishops and just a few in front of
prominent figures, including
Joe Biden and Jeb Bush.
“It was really cool, during
the consecration we were the
only people not concelebrating the Mass,” said Gayou.
Though Gayou and the
pilgrims get a first-hand view

ing of dogma, where my preference is to start with the experience of the student,” said
theology teacher Rob Garavaglia.
Because
department
members are able to gather
their own set of readings,
teachers have the freedom to
drive the class in the direction
that suits it best.
“With a book of readings,
because we are not editorializing in between the readings,
there is not necessarily a narrative that puts it all together
so you as a teacher are the
one who has to apply that, so
it’s more teacher-driven,” said
Navarro.
With the onus on the
teacher to provide direction
and organization, the success
of the class lies largely in the
hands of the instructor.
“I think (the readings)
make for more interesting
conversation, and in terms of
content, the content covered is
similar, but we hope it covers
the topics in a more engaging

nior morality book.
SLUH’s theology department is not the only department to have turned to
faculty-written materials. In
the science wing, junior physics teacher Paul Baudendistel
has written a lab book that
he uses to direct his class’s lab
experiments. This allows him
to teach with a greater degree
of freedom, knowing he can
mold the class to what he feels
is important to know.
While he acknowledges
that his text has been a tremendous amount of work and
involved many revisions, Baudendistel finds that the time
has been well spent.
“As someone who likes
to be prepared for class, it is
awesome to know that the
language used, the order of
instructions, the order of the
questions is exactly what I
want,” said Baudendistel.
Math teacher George
Mills has found a further advantage in writing the materials used in class—he deep-

of the Pope, the school is
working on bringing the experience to homeroom this
morning. Theology teacher
Brian Gilmore and Director
of Information Technology
Jonathan Dickmann worked
yesterday to prepare the
Pope’s speech to Congress for
the students. Dickmann recorded it and sped it up to fit
it into the school’s time slot.
Dickmann and Gilmore also
worked together to caption
the video to make it easier for
all to understand.
The entire Campus Ministry department, along with
an assortment of five other
faculty members, watched it
live Thursday morning and
took notes. From there, they
developed a guide sheet that
they will pass out to help people follow the structure of the
speech and provide important
terms and people that Pope Senior Tim Nile presents the gifts at a Mass with other Jesuit
students in St. Joe’s Prep chapel.
Francis touched upon.
photo | Ethan McIntyre
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ened his understanding of the
subject he taught.
“Just the process of writing it was so good for me to
actually learn geometry better
than what I knew,” said Mills.
The process of writing,
or even compiling readings,
gives teachers an opportunity
to think progressively about
their curriculum and provide
them with the opportunity to
discover more effective ways
to teach their students.
While many of these

projects are still in progress,
the addition of more immersive and readily available textbooks can be seen as a positive
trend in terms of the quality of
the education the students are
receiving at SLUH. With the
addition of these textbooks,
the teachers have the power
to achieve their own goals
in the classroom, incentivizing a greater work ethic that
will hopefully bring students
and teachers together into a
shared desire to learn.

Clarification

An article last week about the Sustainability
Committee’s efforts this year to revamp the waste
reduction program omitted the fact that SLUH has
been contacted by the composting company, Total
Organics Recycling, with a notification that it will
be fined $3 per composting bin that contains noncompostable materials—such as water bottles, Doritos bags, and Ziploc bags.
“We are doing a fine job filling the bins…we
simply need to fill them with ONLY compostable
materials…” the committee’s moderator Anne Marie
Lodholz wrote in an email.
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XC has strong showing Varsity football routs MCC rival De Smet 63at Enke Invivational
13, moves to 4-1 on the season
BY Joseph
STAFF

Reznikov

H

ungry to prove themselves early in the season, the Saint Louis U. High
Varsity II, JV, and C cross
country teams capitalized at
the Paul Enke Invitational at
Sioux Passage last Saturday.
Varsity II placed fifth, JV
placed third, and the freshman team captured the first
place title in their respective
races.
Because of the depth of
the cross country program,
SLUH is able to have a Varsity
I team consisting of the top
seven runners, and a Varsity
II team of the next best seven.
The Varsity II team essentially
acts like a JV team, but it competes against other schools’
varsity teams.
Head coach Joe Porter
knew coming into the Invitational that a successful day
for Varsity II would be top
five as a team, and they were
able to do just that—placing
fifth. Four of SLUH’s runners
placed in the top 40 and received medals.
“We’re racing against
their varsity teams and we’re
sending out our top JV, so
placing fifth just shows how
deep our whole program is,”
said Porter. “We were able to
get guys varsity experience
early on, which is what we
want.”
The Varsity II team was
led by junior Xavier Ludwig,
who ran the 5K in 18:48.2 and
placed first for SLUH and 31st
overall out of the field of 156
runners.
Because Ludwig had
never seen the course before,
he had to make some adjustments mid race in order to be
successful.
“There was this big hill
I didn’t know we had to go

up twice,” said Ludwig. “So
I went out pretty fast, which
hurt me when I got to the hill
the second time. I got passed
by some guys, but there was a
downhill finish after the hill
and I was able to pass a lot of
the guys that had passed me.”
Junior Roman Lipinski
also had a highlight performance at the meet. Lipinski, a
track runner who had played
football for the last two years,
decided to give cross country
a try and he couldn’t be happier with the way he’s progressed.
“After football wasn’t really working out for me anymore, I came to Coach Porter
and told him I was thinking
about cross country,” said
Lipinski. “We took it slow to
start but I’ve been running a
lot faster than we predicted.”
Porter has been very impressed with the way Lipinski has worked thus far this
season and knows that he’s a
talented athlete who can contribute a lot to the team.
“There’s not many sophomores who can break two
minutes in the 800, and he did
just that at sectionals last year
for track,” said Porter. “We
knew he was tough, so it’s just
been a matter of building up
more strength. He’s turned
into a very nice cross country
runner.”
Though Lipinski had
running experience from
track, the cross country practices have been a grueling
challenge and a change from
the track practices he is used
to.
“Our track practices have
breaks throughout which are
really nice, but we don’t get
those with cross country,” said
Lipinski. “It’s been tough, but
I’m loving it. It’s great having
a team to run with that pushes

continued on page 7

Junior Tony Adams (with ball) had three touchdowns in Friday’s win against De Smet.
BY Chris
REPORTER

Kreienkamp

D

e Smet’s football team
never even had a chance
to make a comeback. By halftime in last Friday’s game,
SLUH had already scored 42
points, and De Smet 13, and
the Jr. Bills added 21 more in
the second half en route to
a 63-13 win and the largest
point differential for SLUH
football in over a decade.
Winless in its first four
games, De Smet came out
strong and put the first points
on the board with a field goal.
The De Smet student section
went crazy, thinking that this
game might have a different result than their previous
four. But the SLUH football
team wasn’t going to let that
happen.
Even though SLUH was

Soccer opens CYC tourney with 2 wins
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Senior captain Matt Frein (4) welcomed by teammates before facing Granite City.
BY Keith Thomas
SPORTS EDITOR

T

his year could be something special. The St.
Louis U. High Jr. Bill soccer
team has been in top form for
the entire season thus far, and
just last week the team won
four straight games, escaping
a hotly-contested Vianney
matchup and handily defeating St. Dominic, Duchesne,
and Granite City to preserve a

perfect record of 13-0-0.
The Vianney matchup
was a dump and run type of
game: each team would clear
the ball from the defensive
ranks to the quick forwards
for a potential breakaway opportunity. Instead of a soccer
game, the contest more accurately resembled a ping pong
match, the ball bouncing back
and forth from the two teams’
defenses.

SLUH scored the first
goal of the game late in the
first half. Senior captain Peter Simon found the ball at
his feet, sprinted toward the
end line with the ball under
control, and knocked it past
the Vianney keeper. Simon
seemed to be fouled on the
play, but that was negated due
to the goal.
Almost immediately after Simon’s goal, the Golden
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winning 14-10 at the end of
the first quarter, the score was
concerning to the Jr. Bills. The
SLUH offense scored almost
immediately on each drive,
but the defense had trouble
stopping the De Smet drives.
The SLUH defense seemed
to be in its own world during
the first quarter, with players
missing tackles and making
mental mistakes in the form
of penalties on most plays.
Luckily, SLUH’s defense
improved over the course of
the game while De Smet’s did
not.
“I want to credit our defense because De Smet came
on us pretty good ... and they
got their 13 pretty quick, but
then we shut them down the
rest of the game,” said head
coach Gary Kornfeld. “Huge
credit to our defense for stop-

ping them.”
Junior
quarterback
Mitch Batschelett opened the
second quarter with a touchdown to junior wide receiver
Tony Adams. In response,
De Smet would score its final
points of the game on a 31yard field goal. Adams scored
again just 17 seconds after De
Smet’s field goal on an 80-yard
run. Just over two minutes later, he scored again again on a
52-yard pass from Batschelett.
Batschelett notched one more
passing touchdown before the
quarter ended.
“I’ve had a few mental
mistakes this year, and I’d
like to improve on that,” said
Batschlett earlier in the season. “Offense can always look
a little more sharp.”
If Batschlett did have any
mental mistakes against De

Smet, they were not obvious.
And the offense could not
have been sharper.
SLUH did not turn the
ball over at all, the first time
since the matchup versus
Hillsboro, the first game of
the season. In the second
quarter alone, Batschelett and
Adams connected for three
touchdowwns.
Batschelett
finished the night 6 for 7 passing for 151 yards and three
touchdowns. Adams racked
up 88 yards on just three receptions, and also recorded
an interception. Senior David
Jackson notched the defense’s
other interception.
Batschelett and Adams
were not the only offensive
machines, however; junior
Andrew Clair added a 95yard kickoff return and a
touchdown run during the

Griffins controlled possession
in SLUH’s zone. With goalkeeper Ty Frederking out of
position, Vianney senior Nick
Wiss volleyed a ball from
nearly 25 yards out. Wiss’s
shot bareley missed the head
of senior captain Al Solverud
and equalized the score at one
heading into the second half.
Vianney threatened to
take the lead a few more times
early in the second half, but
the tide began to turn because
of SLUH’s quick offense and
outstanding stamina.
Late in the second half,
senior Sam Rudder shot the
ball from an improbable angle
from just to the right of the
goal and found the side netting for the game-winning
goal.
“I was hoping to get
something going for us,” said
Rudder. “I couldn’t believe (it)
went in and was happy I could
help the team out.”
“Vianney is better than
everybody thinks,” said head
coach Charlie Martel. “It was
a real test. I don’t know how
long we’re going to be able to
keep going. We just find ways
to win even though we don’t
play well.”
With the 2-1 victory,

the Jr. Bills headed into last
weekend with a still-perfect
record to face St. Dominic
on the road. SLUH wasted no
time jumping out to a 1-0 lead
thanks to captain Matt Frein’s
goal in the second minute of
the game.
Frein’s goal set the momentum for the rest of the
game, with the Jr. Bills creating scoring chance after scoring chance. Simon led the
charge for the Jr. Bills, crossing the ball from the corners
and creating more chances for
SLUH. The game was a relentless effort from the Jr. Bills.
Senior Will Minnick
added a goal late in the first
half to make the score 2-0,
which turned out to be the
final.
“We got some early
goals,” said Martel. “St. Dominic came out strong in the
second half, but we came out
stronger. We had a lot of opportunities to score, but we
didn’t, and that’s something
we need to work on.”
On Monday, SLUH
kicked off the 61st annual
CYC tournament against
Duchesne, the No. 8 small
school in the St. Louis area.
Senior Matt Lesko stuck

true to his roots, providing
excellent passing play and
dominant control over possession in the midfield.
About 15 minutes into
the game, Lesko found senior
Trey Haman on an amazing
through ball that stunned the
Duchesne defense. Haman
finished convincingly to put
the Jr. Bills ahead 1-0 with
most of the first half left to
play.
Early in the second half,
the Jr. Bills earned a corner
kick. Solverud tracked the
ball and hammered a head
ball into the top right corner
of the net.
“That was a great goal,”
said Martel. “(Solverud) wins
every head ball in the back,
and has been a great leader
and captain for us.”
SLUH’s energy only rose
from there. Haman collected
his second goal of the match
off of a tap over the Duchesne
keeper’s head, and late in the
second half, senior Derek
Rieke scored to give SLUH a
4-0 win in the first game of
the CYC tourmanent.
The Jr. Bills controlled
possession of the ball for at
least 80 percent of the game.

continued on page 7
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T

he St. Louis U. High swim
team has had two very
exciting meets over the past
week. The first came at the
De Smet Invitational Saturday where the Jr. Bills took
first place overall out of the
eight teams who competed.
SLUH also beat Lafayette and
Oakville in a very close trimeet on Tuesday.
“The De Smet Invite was
by far our best meet to date,”
head coach Lindsey Ehret said
afterwards. “The pool was indeed fast and I think many of
the boys like swimming at the
Rec Plex. A few noted that the
last time they were there was
for the state water polo championship, which they won, so I
think that might have contributed to their fast mindset.”
Other schools included
rivals De Smet and Chaminade from the area, but also
Rockhurst and Highman.
The Jr. Bills picked up two
more state-qualifying times in
the meet as well: Mathias Hosteller in the 100-meter butterfly and Mark Franz in the 50
freestyle.
Hosteller made state in
the event last year and was
glad to repeat it this year.
The SLUH 200 medley
relay team also dropped significant time.
After the swimming portion of the meet the Jr. Bills
trailed Rockbridge, but there
was still one key event left,

(Jr.), Andrew Gammon (Jr.),
and Thomas O’Brien (Sr.)
propelled the Jr. Bills to the
victory as Rockbridge did
not have any divers. The team
also knocked off defending
state champion Rockhurst,
although some of Rockhurst’s
swimmers were on college visits.
“We started the season
with no divers, and now we
have great divers helping the
team win major meets like the
De Smet Invitational,” Ehret
said.
The other exciting meet
this week took place at Lafayette High School on Thursday
where the Jr. BIlls competed
in a tri meet against Lafayette
and Oakville. Lafayette has a
very good team this year, and
the Jr. Bills knew it would be a
close margin at the end.
Despite great swims from
many SLUH swimmers, including freshman Joe Feder’s
comeback win in the 500 freestyle, the meet came down to
the final two events. The Bills
were down one point going
into the 100 breast stroke, but
with a second and third place
they moved ahead by one going into the last event, the 400
freestyle relay.
“Standing on the block I
felt a little bit nervous,” senior
captain Chris Kreienkamp
said about the race.”I did not
want (this) to be the first loss
of the year if we lost the 400

Game Briefs
—C Football—

—JV Football—

(3-3)

(5-0)

SLUH
De Smet

9/21/15

6 SLUH
32 De Smet

9/21/15

21
14

Key Stat: SLUH’s ferocious
Scoring: Ishmale Woodard defense forced a fumble that
scored on a halfback dive SLUH returned for a touchdown to take the narrow lead
(PAT no good)
in the game.
Key Stat: Turnovers were a
huge part of why SLUH lost

—B Soccer—

De Smet forced two inter-

(3-3-1)

ceptions and one fumble. De

SLUH
Smet also blocked a punt. St. Dominic

SLUH only managed one
fumble.

side of the pool, I think it’s the
first time in swimming that I
have ever gotten chills. So I
got excited to race and things
turned out well.”
SLUH won the meet by
11 points, 148-137. Even the
coaches were getting nervous
as the meet finished.
“The other coaches and
I were getting nauseous from
nerves on the sidelines,” Ehret
said. “But we performed well
in the final event going 1-2,
with an especially fast last leg
by Thomas O’Brien.”
Moving on from the big
win Thursday, the Jr. Bills will
swim next this weekend at
Mizzou for the COMO Invite.
This is another very fast pool
for them to all drop time in
and also to hopefully get a few
more state cuts. Sophomore
Joe Jellinek, sophomore Nick
Mattingly, and senior Dan
Walsh are all very close in
their events. Diving will again
play a huge role as it did in the
last invitational.
“COMO will be lots of
fun,” O’Brien finished. “For
once there will be more than
a handful of divers ... there is
supposed to be 30 to 40 so it’ll
be pretty cool. The competition will be stiff, but the best
part by far will be getting to sit
in the hot tub. That is the one
perk of diving, the hot tub at
Mizzou.”

1

4

Scoring: Scott Janasik

Key Stat: Sophomore goalKey Quote: “We just counted keeper Reed Gooding made a
clutch penalty kick save in the
ourselves out to early,” said ofmiddle of the second half to
fensive lineman Joe Miner.
secure the win for the Jr. Bills.

SLUH
Eureka

2
0

SLUH
Festus

11
1

(7-2-1)

from juniors Jacob Kircher, Scoring: The goals from
Matt Ceriotti, Doehring, Joe Grady and Ceriotti
Knapp, and Matt Grady, and
one goal from Gremaud.
Key Stat: Preusser was in goal
for the shutout

Key Quote: “We had some
pretty good opportunities
SLUH
3
in the box the first half, but
Cape Central
0
couldn’t put them away. In
Scoring: Two goals from the second half we were able
Ceriotti, one from Grady
to finish a few, and ended up
Key Stat: Junior Klaus Preuss- winning,” said Ceriotti.
er was in net for the shutout.
9/19/15

Chicago.
Last year the Jr. Bills upset the competition and took
first place in the massive meet
over some of the top schools
in Illinois. But Porter is more
focused on the team improving on its performance at the
Forest Park Festival and getting more experience in big
races than he is about defending the title.
“We’ll get the chance to
practice what it’s like to stay
at a hotel, which is really valuable because the state meet
is the same way,” said Porter.
“(Palatine) is a big highlight
for the guys. A lot of them,
when we talk about setting
goals at the beginning of the
season, put down that they
want to go to the meet.”
The team will leave from
SLUH after Pope Francis’
speech Friday morning, in order to get to the course early
to run it a few times before the
race the next morning.
“The course is narrow,
fast, and extremely hard to
move through,” said Porter. “It’s a really physical race
that’ll be good for the guys to
experience.”
While the Varsity I and
JV teams compete at Palatine, the varsity II, part of the
JV team, and the C team will
compete at the Hancock Invitational at Jefferson Barracks
at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday.

(continued from page 6)

utes, SLUH was awarded a free
kick nearly 20 yards out after
a Granite City hand ball. Senior Jack Dempster knocked
the ball in off of a defender’s
deflection, and SLUH jumped
out to an early 1-0 lead.
The main factor in
SLUH’s win was senior Jack
Bersett’s finishing efforts on
two goals in the first half.

9/24/15

Scoring: Donovan Ditto, tied
the game in the second half.
Columbia’s goal came in the
first half.
Key Quote: “The first half
was tough, and we didn’t have
good energy, but in the second
we played well and we’re able
to get the goal we needed,”
said Baumer.

—Matt Godar, Will Smit Jr., Nicholas Gima, Jack Perry, and Andrew Modder contributed reporting.

third quarter and scored three
touchdowns for the night.
Clair rushed for 159 yards on
13 carries for an impressive
12.2 yards per carry; Clair
has a whopping 9.6 yards per
carry on the season.
In the second half, the
first-team SLUH offense
played for a series and the
first-team SLUH defense
played for two. For the rest of
the game, second and third
string players filled the positions on the field.
“When you step on this
field, on the depth chart you
might be second or third
team, but when you step on
this field to play the game and
you’re on there, you’re first
team,” Kornfeld told his players. “Let’s go play. You’re out
there; you’re first team.”
During the fourth quarter, juniors Andrew Grassi
and Dan Mattingly recorded
their first quarterback sacks.
Senior Austin Danback recorded his first punt of the
year, and junior Peter Hennessey recorded his first kickoff and extra point. Starting
defensive end junior Ryan
Hebenstreit recorded his first
reception of the year-an 11yard touchdown pass that was
backup quarterback Austin
Hannah’s first touchdown pass
of the year.
Though De Smet was not
as talented nor as physical as
Chaminade, the Jr. Bills substantially improved on their
performance since playing the
Red Devils.
“Any time you win by 50
points over somebody, everything’s gone pretty good,” said
Kornfeld. “Your offense, your
defense, your special teams-all
three faces were pretty good
for us Friday night.”
The Jr. Bills take on the
Parkway South Patriots tonight at SLUH at 7:00 p.m.
The Patriots are currently 1-4
while No. 9 SLUH is 4-1.

Soccer moves onto CYC semifinals

		
SLUH: 			2 SLUH: 			1
O’Fallon: 		
0 Columbia IL.: 		
1
9/21/15

Scoring: Two goals each

Key Stat: Ended early because
of ten goal limit

(continued from page 6)

“We slowly wore out,
Scoring: Chris Cerriotti, Heneven though they were a pretry Wagner
ty good team,” said Martel.
For the second match of
Key Stat: Freshman goalie
the
tournament,
SLUH faced
Charlie Steenberge picked up
off
against
Granite
City, a
his second shutout of the seateam that has only won a sinson
gle game this year.
Within the first five min-

—JV Soccer—
9/18/15

artwork | Will Kramer

me and makes me faster.”
Being the largest and
heaviest runner on the team,
Lipinski has been able to use
his big build to drive his way
through the field, which can
often be very tightly packed.
“I call him the ox because
of the way he can just pummel
through people,” said Ludwig
of Lipinski. “I can just follow
behind him and he paves the
path.”
Another major bright
spot for the Jr. Bills was freshman Reed Milnor, who placed
first individually out of the
field of 111 runners in the
freshman race, running the
5K in 19:16.4. Milnor led the
C team to a first place victory
in its first 5K competition of
the season.
“The guys ran really
well, especially considering
it was their first competitive
5K,” said Porter. “We chose
to have them run their first
—C Soccer— competitive 5K on the hilliest course in all of Missouri,
(5-5-2)
which makes their success
9/19/15
SLUH
3 even more impressive”.
Coming off of the Paul
St. Dominic
2
Enke Invitational, the varsity and JV teams will take
Scoring: Brian Lymberopou16 runners to race in one of
los, Louis Vacca, Jon Broun
the biggest races of the year
this Saturday—the Palatine
Key Stat: Junior Billiken Invitational. The competitive
notched the winning goal for 32-team race is held in PalaSLUH in the final minute.
tine, Ill., about an hour west of
9/22/15

9/19/15

(continued from page 6)

Photo | Brendan Voigt

Junior JV soccer player Henry Byrne during yesterday’s game.

The first was on a cross from
senior Ian Hurford, with Bersett pinging the ball off of the
crossbar and into the goal.
The second goal was a solo effort from Bersett, who snuck
the ball past the Granite City
keeper for his second and the
team’s final goal of the game.
SLUH defeated Granite
City 3-0 and currently leads
its division in the CYC tourney.
“I thought it was one of
our best games in terms of
how we played,” said Martel.
“Even though we used our
second team for most of the
second half, we still controlled
the midfield in that game. We
had some great chances to
score more goals.”
SLUH looks to capitalize
on more scoring chances this
weekend with the playoffs of
the tournament approaching.
In the upcoming week, SLUH
will face Eureka and Priory
before heading off to Louisville to play against more Midwest competition in Trinity
(Ky.) and Floyd Central (Ind.).
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Around the Hallways
New water fountain installed in main
corridor
A water fountain with a top part
that fills bottles or other water-carrying
containers was installed across from the
Main Office last Thursday. The new fountain cost around $2,000 and was paid for
with $1,000 donations from both the
Mother’s Club and the Alumni Mother’s
Club, according to Connie Leinauer, an
Administrative Assistant for Advancement. As of last night, the fountain has
saved over 334, according to its counter.
Fire alarms triggered due to malfunction last Thursday, Friday
At 6:41 p.m. last Thursday night,
an air duct sensor on the roof of the Si
Commons malfunctioned due to water
in the conduit. The false alarm automatically notified the fire department, which
immediately arrived at SLUH only to
find no fire. Thirty minutes later, the
alarm sounded again, until members of
the maintenance team disengaged the
faulty sensor.
The next day, architectural engineering company Siemens found water
in a duct on the roof of the Si Commons—a duct that has malfunctioned
two other times since the opening of
the Commons. Director of Facilities Joe
Rankin is working with Siemens to prevent similar malfunctions from happening again.
“It kind of makes you appreciate the
fire department and the police department reacting to these things the way
they should,” said Rankin. “You don’t

Friday, September 25

necessarily know it’s a false alarm until
you go through this process.”
Varsity choir travels to UMSL for
workshop
Fifteen members of the varsity chorus went to UMSL Tuesday for an allmale high school workshop. The event
involved around 500 others from area
high schools.
Reunions held over the weekend
The alumni classes of ’55, ’60, ’70,
’75, ’80, ’85, ’90, and ’95 all came to
SLUH this past Friday, Sept. 18, for their
reunion weekend. The class of ’65 is having their 50th reunion on Friday, Oct. 2
at 4:00 p.m. A total of 500 alumni came
to the campus for a multitude of events
(all moderated by Principal John Moran), including talking to teachers, going to a Mass celebrated by alumni, and
meeting with members from their class
in specific areas of the school, like the
pool hall or library. The jazz combo also
played for the class of ’55.
“I think it went very well,” said
Director of Advancement Melissa Jones.
“It’s always great to have alumni back on
campus, and it’s always a great way to
reconnect with the school and one another.”
National Merit Finalists announced
Seniors Luke Kammerer, Ian Hurford, Michael Brennan, Will Herbig,
Chris Harden, Truman Stephens, Chris
Kreienkamp, and Manny de Legarreta

all qualified as National Merit finalists,
an accomplishment achieved by scoring
above a 209 (out of 240) on the PSAT
their junior year. They will all be eligible
for scholarships.
Barlow Productions films on SLUH

younger. As the Internet became more prominent, videos
and PDF files teaching magic
became more available, so
Ruiz took advantage of those
as well.
Ruiz has had multiple
mentors help him throughout his magic career. Wayne
Houchin, a professional magician who created many of the
illusions magicians like Criss
Angel use, and Banachek, a
magic consultant for magicians like David Blaine, both
mentored Ruiz in his work.
When he started doing
magic professionally, Ruiz was
invited to parties for tricks.
Eventually, those parties
turned into large fundraisers,
and when Ruiz was studying
philosophy during his regency, he was performing for donations to the Society of Jesus.
“The idea of magic
is basically, and part of what
people find so fascinating I
think is, that the magician
can control his environment
in amazing ways that we nor-

mally don’t have control,” said
Ruiz.
Besides Jesuit fundraisers, Ruiz also worked in nursing homes in Boston, New
York City, and Houston. He
begins all of his professional
shows with something from
Alice in Wonderland or Peter Pan to provide context for
his magic. He wanted people
to understand the concept of
child fascination and wonder.
“Good magic looks like
amazements, entertainment,
helps us connect back to a
sense of wonder that I think
a lot of times we lose, and it
becomes a nice break from reality, which is part of why it’s
always so amazing,” said Ruiz.
“But then, hopefully it leaves
you back in reality with a renewed sense of wonder, which
is something we kind of lose
as we grow up.”
Ruiz enjoyed these
fundraisers more than his
party gigs, but, either way,
he found the magic performances as an opportunity
for a great introduction to a

Spirit Week
Mix-It-Up Lunch
AP
Snack—Mini Corn Dogs
Lunch Brandeis University (MA)—Counseling Center
DePaul University (IL)—M114
University of San Diego (CA)—M116
Southern Methodist University (TX)—M108
Vegetarian—Veggie Wrap
Special—Shrimp Poppers
Vegetarian—Mashed Potatoes

Saturday, September 26
10:00am Harmony Project
9:00am V2/JV/C Cross Country @ Hancock Invitational
V/JV Cross Country @ Palatine Invitational
10:00am Swiming @ CoMo Invitational
photo | Nolen Doorack

campus Thursday
Director of Communications Ben
DuMont contracted a film crew to be on
campus Thursday, to film multiple students and teachers answering questions
about the Capital campaign “Go Forth.”
President David Laughlin, science department chair Mary Russo, social studies teacher Kevin Foy, board member
Robert Poirier, S.J., and former board
member Joe Castellano, ’71 all were interviewed as well as several students.
Barlow productions has filmed other
events this year such as Running of the
Bills and the Mass of the Holy Spirit.
—Nolen Doorack, Charlie Mueth, Leo
Heinz, and Sam Chechik.

group of people—a “spiritual
conversation,” as he put it. He
used his knowledge of God
and his skill at magic to create
a blend of the two—relational
magic.
After learning so much
magic, Ruiz decided to pass it
on to students at SLUH.
Besides teaching some
Circus Club freshmen the basics of magic, Ruiz also meets
one-on-one with experienced
magicians (mostly juniors) to
teach them new tricks, both
for their personal use and for
the Circus Club show in late
November.
“That was the craziest
thing: to come into this year
having this professional magician to work off of,” said junior Kevin Gerstner. “I mean,
he’s really an invaluable asset
to the team. It’s like having a
Bible there to work off of for
all of the magic.”
For the upcoming Circus
Club show in late November,
Ruiz is teaching many students short- and long-range
magic. The short-range tricks

are for the walk-around part
of the show that occurs before
and after the stage performance. Those tricks involve
mostly decks of cards.
“The show is more of a
musical or play production,
where there’s a big crowd, and
obviously, not everybody can
see what you’re doing, so close
up magic doesn’t work,” said
Gould. “You have to use bigger props and stuff like that.”
Junior Jake Gould is
more of a magician’s assistant,
as he helps bring some of the
smaller tricks to the big stage.
“I think it’s kind of interesting that’s he’s into magic
and he’s religious because at
one point, magic was a dark
art, where it was looked down
on, but he finds a way to see
God through simple tricks
of hand,” said Gould. “I don’t
know if he’ll ever put a magic
trick in one of his homilies,
but he finds God in the little
things, and magic is one of
them.”

This past week the baseball world lost Hall of Famer and legend Yogi Berra. He was
born and raised just a few miles from SLUH and is a legend in The Hill as well as around
the nation. The park across the street from Gioia’s Deli on Macklind is named after him.
He started his professional career in 1946. Here are some of his best known ‘Yogisms.’

artwork | Joe Fentress

Regular Schedule

4:00pm C Soccer @ Vianney
7:00pm V Football vs. Parkway South @ SLUH

Ruiz brings magic show to Campus Ministry
(continued from page 4)
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“It’s not over ‘til it’s over.”
“It’s déjà vu all over again.”
“When you come to a fork in the road…take it.”
“The future ain’t what it used to be.”
“If the world were perfect, it wouldn’t be.”
“It gets late early out here.”
“You can observe a lot by watching.”
“Pair up in threes.”
compiled | Andrew Pluff
“Never answer an anonymous letter.”
sources:
http://yogiberramuseum.org/just-for-fun/yogisms/
http://www.baseball-reference.com/players/b/berrayo01.shtml

Monday, September 28

Regular Schedule

Golf Classic
AP
Senior Project Class Meeting
Snack—Mini Tacos
Lunch Babson College (MA)—M108
Drury University (MO)—M106
University of Pennsylvainia—(M116)
Special—Chicken Bacon Ranch
Vegetarian—Black Bean Burger
4:30pm C Football @ Parkway South
JV Football vs. Parkway South @ SLUH

Tuesday, September 29

Regular Schedule
AP
Sophomore Class Meeting
Lunch Cornell College (IA)—(Counsel. Conf. Room)
University of S&T (MO)—(M106)
Valparaiso University (IN)—(M110)
Middlebury College (VT)—(M110)
Purdue University (IN)—(M112)
Snack—Bosco Sticks
Special—Taco Bar
Vegetarian—Penne Pasta
4:00pm C Soccer @ Webster
4:15pm B Soccer @ Eureka
6:00pm V Soccer @ Eureka

Wednesday, September 30 Regular Schedule
AP

Snack—Cinnamon Rolls
University of Dallas (TX)—M108
University of Dayton (OH)—M106
University of Oklahoma—M110
William Jewell College (MO)—M112
Lunch Special—Hand-Breaded Tenders
Vegetarian—Mashed Potatoes
6:30pm Financial Aid Meeting
4:15pm JV Soccer vs. Mehlville @ SLUH
C Soccer @ MICDS

Thursday, October 1

Regular Schedule

Year Two Pre-tenure Fall Seminar
AP
Junior Class Mass
Fontbonne University (MO)—M112
College of the Holy Cross (MA)—M110
University of Missouri – St. Louis—M108
Snack—Onion Rings
Lunch Saint Louis University (MO)—M116
Special—Domino’s Pizza
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese
4:00pm B Soccer vs. Priory @ SLUH
6:00pm JV Soccer @ De Smet
V Soccer vs. Priory @ SLUH

Friday, October 2

Regular Schedule

Mix-It-Up Lunch
AP
Freshman Class Mass
Medical Careers Club Speaker
Amherst College (MA)—M110
Kansas State University—M112
St. College of Pharmacy (MO)—M108
Truman State University (MO)—M106
Snack—Chicken Rings
Lunch Special—Philly Cheeseteak
Vegetarian—Garden Burger
3:00pm Meeting Four – Principle and Foundation in		
Daily Life
4:00pm Class of ’65 Reunion
4:00pm Swimming @ Rockwood Summit
C Soccer vs. CBC @ SLUH

calendars | Sam Chechik and Liam Connolly

Soccer wins 3-1
The St. Louis U. High soccer team beat Oakville last
night 3-1 to move on to the semifinals of the Bob Guelker
CYC tournament. A pair of goals from senior Jack Dempster and one from senior Peter Simon propelled the team
to victory.

