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A town, a railroad, and an elephant converge on stage Over 700 attend fifth

Elephant’s Graveyard tells true story of small-town turmoil

SLUH Night

BY Leo K. Heinz
EDITOR IN CHIEF

T
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Junior Evan Gorman (left) and sophomore Darren Tucker (right) Wednesday at a rehersal. The play opened last night.
BY Sam Heagney
FEATURES EDITOR

L

ooking at the stage of
the Schulte Theater, one
might expect a Circus Club
show this weekend, but that’s
the setup for St. Louis U.
High’s first production of the
year, Elephant’s Graveyard,
the story of a showdown between a travelling circus and a
conservative town after a terrible accident.
The Dauphin Players’
show, which features a tight

cast of 13 SLUH students
and two girls, from Nerinx
Hall and Cor Jesu, is a deviation from usual SLUH productions. The show, which
opened yesterday, will also be
on stage Saturday and Sunday.
Elephant’s Graveyard, a
show without any main characters, tells the story of a travelling circus that finds conflict
in the small town of Erwin,
Tennessee. The production
is pieced together by a collection of perspectives from

First year of French
twinning program
BY Nolen Doorack
NEWS EDITOR

S

aint Louis U. High is participating in its first truly
reciprocal French exchange,
with L’institut Notre Dame
in Chartres, France. Eight
French students are currently
staying with SLUH students
for just over two weeks.
In past years, SLUH
students have hosted French
exchange students through
peripheral programs. Four
SLUH students hosted French
exchange students through
Nerinx Hall’s twinning program with L’institut Notre
Dame last year.
L’institut Notre Dame is
a coed Catholic high school

in Chartres, France about an
hour outside of Paris. SLUH
students have previously traveled to Chartres through Nerinx Hall’s program.
The eight French students are part of a larger
group totaling 40. The other
32 are staying with families
from Nerinx Hall and Chaminade.
Last May, Renard met
with L’institut Notre Dame
teacher Christine Dupuy,
who wanted to establish
a twinning program with
SLUH like the one already in
place between Nerinx Hall
and L’institut Notre Dame.
Renard hopes to establish ties
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the two groups in a series of
monologues. The story isn’t
about an individual piece, but
rather a collection of voices,
giving the entire play an ensemble feeling.
“It’s almost anti-theatrical in that it’s not a lot of
interaction between people.
It’s almost like a choral piece
because it’s not just about an
individual performance but
it’s about a rhythm and group
storytelling,” said director
Kathryn Whitaker.

“It’s a fun production
because we have the opportunity to tell a story from all
of these different angles,” said
Brende.
The show first introduces the town and townspeople
and sets up their conservative
attitude. It then focuses on
introducing all of the circus
members and sets them up as
a more eccentric group.
The spotlight then moves
to the engineer, who high-

continued on page 4

wo hundred sixty prospective students and
their parents gathered in the
Commons last Thursday to
hear current students and
teachers giving presentations
centered around this year’s
marketing theme, “SLUH
Unlimited.” Over 700 people
attended the fifth iteration of
SLUH Night.
The evening began
shortly after 6:30 with President David Laughlin. Using
the St. Ignatius statue with a
hand pointing to the globe as
a metaphor, Laughlin spoke
about the achievements of
various alumni connecting
with SLUH’s Jesuit identity
and place in the world.
Three Improv Bills—
seniors Kevin Strader, Ryan
Hopkins, and Elliot Auch—
led by teacher Kevin McKernan performed a skit about
the daily life of a student in
what has become a staple of
the night: a performance from
the Fine Arts department.
Psychology teacher Tom
Kickham began the teacher
presentations talking about
time management and the
transition between grade
school and high school. Fr.
Bob Poirier, S.J., then led an
examen after the band played
music mimicking the bustle
of the hallways; several students assisted Poirier with the

Alta Gracia workers share experiences
of Dominican Republic environment
Company championed by SLUH and
others as fair trade option for apparel
BY Andrew Pluff and Sam
Chechik
REPORTER, CORE STAFF

T

wo workers from Alta
Gracia—the
company
from which St. Louis U. High
has begun buying more apparel, including this year’s P.E.
shirts—spoke to a group of
about 30 students and several
teachers yesterday during activity period in the chapel.
Alta Gracia is proof that
it is possible for a clothing
company to pay living wages
continued on page 5 to its employees as well as

Feature

charge fair prices for its goods
and still be a successful company, as mentioned by economics teacher Kevin Foy. It
still provides the necessary
safety in factory conditions
for the workers.
The
workers—Hanoi
Sosa and Olivo Nurys Olivo—spoke of their experiences working for Alta Gracia
in the Dominican Republic.
They have visited several Jesuit high schools over the past
week in a nationwide tour that
will culminate at the Ignatian

News

Sketch show star
An in depth look at senior Kevin
Strader’s role in a local sketch
comedy show. Page 4.

OAC takes NC
Students blow off steam after
exam week by whitewater rafting
in NC and TN. Page 2.

Opinion

News

Highs and lows of chanting
Recent Fall Ball incident of
chants threatens to harm SLUH’s
reputation. Page 3.

Bantam Foxes return to the den
Sam and Collin McCabe, ’10, return to SLUH to showcase their
New Orleans rock ’n roll. Page 2.

Family Teach-In for Justice in
Washington, D.C.
“Managers, unions, and
workers work together to create a safe place for a working
environment at Alta Gracia,”
said Olivo.
Alta Gracia is one of the
first companies in the Dominican Republic to pay living wages and allow unions in
its workforce.
Alta Gracia provides for
their workers’ needs through
a mutual respect with their

continued on page 4

Sports

Boys of fall
Football ended the regular season with a 7-2 record, return for
playoff run tonight. Page 6.
Sports

No rest for the winners
SLUH soccer was crowned
champs in St. Louis’ toughest
conference. Page 6.

examen components.
After the examen, math
teacher Don Steingruby spoke
about dividing by zero and
pointed out that zero divided
by zero is unlimited, tying
nicely into the night’s theme.
English department chair
Steve Missey spoke about
the English curriculum and
how it offers a seemingly unlimited scope of imaginable
experiences in the range of
texts offered. Science teacher
Tim O’Keefe led an experiment about the effects of osmosis on eggshells which was
projected onto the screens by
a camera set up by Jon Dickmann, the Director of Information Technology. Theology
teacher Danielle Harrison
sang “Defying Gravity,” from
the production Wicked, with
a SLUH theme.
Principal John Moran
introduced the final segment—33 students in groups
of four or five and listing their
co-curriculars followed by a
group of 11 students singing
an a capella version of “Don’t
Stop the Music,” lyrics specialized for the evening, from
their concert several weeks
back.
“What we did this
year, once again, was offer
a glimpse into pieces of our
curriculum and showcase the
diverse student body that we
have, not only in their backgrounds, but in their interests
and talents and what they get
involved in in and out of the
classroom,” said Director of
Admissions Anja Schmelter.
SLUH Night is one of
Schmelter’s favorite admissions events of the year,
though she said that all admissions events complement
each other. Others include
High School Night presentations, which are typically
around 15 minutes long, Inside SLUH tours, which last
around 2 hours, and the more
lengthy tours and interactions with teachers and students that happen at the Nov.
8 Open House.
“I think it’s a night where
we can showcase our school
in a creative way, getting lots
of people involved and make
it a fun, lively evening for
those that attend,” Schmelter
said.
—Sam Chechik contributed
reporting.
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What did the (Bantam) Foxes say? Band rocks Commons during AP

Photo | Brendan Voigt

Brothers Collin (left) and and Sam (right) McCabe Tuesday. The group has a new album, Loser, coming out Oct. 30.
BY Connor FitzGerald
NEWS EDITOR

T

he Bantam Foxes, a New
Orleans trio featuring
Sam and Collin McCabe,
brothers from the class of
2010, performed an energetic,
high-tempo set on stage this
Tuesday in the Si Commons
during activity period. The
group played for the duration
of activity period to a crowd of
students and faculty, and the
members sold merchandise
and talked with interested on-

lookers after the performance.
Not wanting to have a
down day while the group is
on tour, McCabe reached out
to principal John Moran via
email in August and asked if
he would like for the group to
come and play for the school.
Moran responded yes enthusiastically, and put them in
contact with band teacher Jeff
Pottinger.
During the performance,
the band played music from
their 2013 album, Triumph,

and from their Soundcloud
playlist, Presskit.to.
“I thought they were
good,” said senior Kevin
Strader. “I was a fan of their
style of music. Since they’re
SLUH alums, you could tell
they were very comfortable
on stage in front of everyone,
so they were very energetic
performers.”
The group arrived at
SLUH about 6:30 a.m. to set
up the stage for the concert
and then met with the zero-

hour Jazz Combo class, where
they played a few songs and
answered questions from current SLUH band students.
The group also met with band
classes before activity period.
The performance was
part of the group’s current
tour, which began in St. Louis
four days before their set at
SLUH. The tour is traveling around the midwest and
South and is playing through
early December.
“It’s rock music; I didn’t

know their songs in particular, but I thought they
sounded great,” said Moran.
I thought they’re definitely an
accomplished band; you can
see them having real success,
and they have a nice stage
presence.”
The McCabe brothers
played in multiple bands during their career at SLUH, but
their music career with the
band they are a part of today
started in 2011, during their
sophomore year at Loyola
University-New
Orleans
when Collin met the band’s
drummer, Jared Marcell, at a
Cake concert.
Marcell attended Jesuit
High School in New Orleans,
so he was accustomed to the
atmosphere at SLUH.
While students at SLUH,
the McCabe brothers were
very involved in the music
scene. They were in a band,
and they also would play halftime shows at football games.
Moran cited counselor
Dave Mouldon for discovering the band on Facebook and
sharing that knowledge with
the faculty here at SLUH.
The band’s website describes their sound as New
Orleans rock and roll, having
the tendencies of garage rock,
blues, and the alternative music of the 90s.
“90s alternative,” responded Sam McCabe when
asked where the band draws
musical inspiration from.
“If you listen to a ‘Way Back

Weekend’ segment on 105.7
The Point, that’s the kind of
stuff that we listen to.”
Sam McCabe is the only
member of the band who did
not earn a music degree from
Loyola; he majored in psychology. Collin McCabe and
Marcell both earned degrees
in music industry.
“In a city like New Orleans, you don’t have to have
a music degree to be playing out and about in front of
all sorts of people,” said Sam
McCabe. “And honestly, anywhere you don’t have to have a
music degree; you just have to
want to do it and love it.”
“It was fun,” said Sam
McCabe. “It was a little weird;
we’re used to playing at 10:30
or 11 o’clock at night, so it’s a
little early for me. I’m usually
still drinking my first cup of
coffee at this point. It was fun.
All of y’all are really cool, and
it’s just kind of weird. Daylight is nice, and it’s nice to see
a lot of people.”
“It’s cool that we become
a place where our grads feel
like they can come back and
show us what happens three
or four or five years after you
graduate and show us some
possibilities there,” said Moran. “And it’s always neat to
have some music in our Commons.”
The group has a new record called Loser coming out
on Oct. 30.

OAC tackles rapids in Tennessee, North Carolina in first trip of year
Photo | courtesy of Mr. Patrick Zarrick

OAC travelers on the Ocoee River. They rafted the first day of the trip and kayaked the second.
BY Connor FitzGerald
and Jack Casey

NEWS EDITOR AND REPORTER

T

he Outdoor Adventure
Club opened up its fall
activities with a whitewater
rafting trip in North Carolina
and Tennessee last weekend.

After exams on Thursday, the group of 32 students
departed in three vans for
North Carolina and arrived
late that night, staying in a
camping facility before moving on the next morning to
inflatable kayaking on the

Nantahala River in western
North Carolina.
This class III river acted
as an introduction to rafting
for the group as most of the
students familiarized themselves with kayaking independently. This was a challenge to

the participants as about half
of them took a cold swim after flipping over on the harsh
waves.
“I didn’t think we were
going to be on individual kayaks, so it was a different experience for me but I still had
a lot of fun,” said senior Pete
Genovese.
Moderator Patrick Zarrick and his fleet of vans then
traveled to the Ocoee River in
Tennesse, which was an even
more challenging rapid, characterized as a class IV.
“I’d definitely go whitewater rafting again,” said senior Justin Martin. “I really
liked that part, and I got to
meet a bunch of seniors that
I didn’t really talk to beforehand.”
The Ocoee Retreat Center had more than the river
to entertain Zarrick and the
students. A paintball arena
was set up on the grounds, the
site of an intense battle comprised of three St. Louis U.

High teams.
“It’s really nice doing
paintball with people you
know rather than strangers,
so we had good fun with that
for a couple hours,” said Zarrick.
The trip ended in a threeon-three basketball game for
court rights between SLUH
seniors and a high school
varsity team from Georgia.
Despite a 13-12 loss in this
game, the overall trip was

considered a huge success,
and plans for future trips
with more challenging rivers are already in the works.
“There’s a river I’ve taken Jr. Bills to before called
the Gauley in West Virginia,
which is much harder than
the other rivers,” said Zarrick.
“It’s rated as the best white
water rafting in the country,
so I’m considering that in the
future.”

Photo | Courtesy of Mr. Patrick Zarrick

Members of the Outdoor Adventures Club before a vicious
game of paintball. The group was split into three teams for the
battle.

Drive for the Homeless
Continues through Wednesday, Oct. 28
The items benefit St. Louis’ Winter Outreach Program, which distributes items to local homeless when temperatures reach 20 º F.

Items that can be donated include:
-Coats

-Warm hats

-Blankets

-Gloves

-Sleeping bags

-Scarves

-Backpacks

-Socks (new only)
Artwork | Will Kramer
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Commentary
Mocking rival schools mistaken for pride
BY Billy
STAFF

Balossi

W

hile I enjoyed Fall
Ball this past weekend
along with the rest of SLUH
students, there were several
incidents involving insulting
chants directed at Chaminade that marred an otherwise great night. These chants,
while spontaneous, were ignorant and reflected badly on
our relationship with other
schools around St. Louis.
It is especially disappointing for me when SLUH
students turn their cheering
from school or team adulation
to derogatory insults directed
at members of the opposing
team or school. The action of
chanting by its nature turns
the blame from one individual
to the entire group, lessening
the responsibility of the initiators. As a member of that
crowd, I felt partially responsible for the chant and what it
said about our student body.
Even as someone who did not
participate, I wondered how
the guests who witnessed the
chant changed their perspective on SLUH because of that
one incident.

Growing our SLUH community is a focus of almost
every activity throughout
the SLUH experience. From
Freshman Fun Day to retreats,
team practices to school projects, a sense of camaraderie
builds between each of us. We
can relate to the struggles of
our peers and empathize with
their problems because oftentimes we have been there ourselves. There have been countless times where I have been
spurred on to study for a test
or write a last-minute paper
by classmates who are dealing
with the same assignments.
One of those times, Running of the Bills, was one of
my happiest memories as a
freshman at St. Louis U. High.
I can still feel the energy and
excitement of the mass of
blue as we lined up next to
Drury Plaza and waited, jittery for the signal to run. At
that moment, I truly felt like I
belonged at SLUH, like I represented an important part of
that larger blue force.
These examples of brotherhood have become synonymous with what it means
to be a SLUH students. The

wall of painted, indistinguishable freshmen at Running
of the Bills is a tradition that
both figuratively and literally
brings each class together in a
mutual love for SLUH.
Often times, our cheering at games and other events
is one of the few times that
other schools and parents can
watch SLUH students firsthand. Our enthusiasm and
spirit at these public events are
what people around St. Louis
think about when they hear
the name SLUH. For this reason, we have a responsibility
to uphold not only the aspect
of brotherhood in our cheers,
but all of the ideals that we
want SLUH to represent.
We have a right to take
pride in SLUH. We represent
a storied school full of traditions and ideals. In addition,
our enrollment means we can
take pride in our prestigious
academic and athletic reputation. However, I have noticed
a growing trend in which our
pride for SLUH has shifted to
a mocking of other schools.
While this trend has
been going on for much longer than any one group of

students, we, as the student
body, have the power to limit
these taunts and insults, or to
stop them all together. As fans
and members of SLUH, we
need to remember that by our
actions we are changing the
reputation of the school for
better or worse. If and when a
negative chant happens again,
we should step back before
getting involved. It is great to
express our pride for SLUH,
but we have to think about
how our actions impact everyone, not just the members
of SLUH. Before starting or
joining in with a chant think
of the guests who are learning what SLUH stands for. As
students at SLUH, each one of
us has the capacity to change
the image of SLUH for better or worse. Consider again
the students around you, the
same ones who donned blue
paint to run alongside each
of us. In the same way our excitement that day contributed
to the overall environment,
our choices when faced with
the option to participate in
derogatory chants contribute
to the image of our class and
the legacy of SLUH as a whole.

Volume LXXX Platform
As the student-run
newspaper of St. Louis University High School, the Prep
News is a weekly publication that strives to inform
the SLUH community about
events and people, with its
focus on those pertaining to
the school, primarily through
the written word.
The Prep News is neither
the voice of the administration nor the students. Rather,
the newspaper serves to gather and distribute information
for the entire school. The
Prep News editors and staff
members make every effort
to be objective in their news
cover- age and editing.
The members of the
editorial staff are co-workers
and share equally the duties
of writing, copy-editing, layout, and staff management.

All of the editors share responsibility and leadership
of the paper. The editors are
supported by a core staff of
regular reporters as well as
artists and photographers.
It is the role of the editors to seek out and facilitate
the reporting of all significant
news at SLUH. While any
faculty member or student is
welcome to submit suggestions to the editors for potential articles, the Prep News
is never obligated to publish
any article idea.
Our primary emphasis
as editors of the Prep News
is upon clear and accurate
writing and careful editing.
We also attempt to include
visu-al expression—photography, drawing, technical
aids, etc.— in every issue and
on our web site. Despite our

desire to make the paper visually appealing, we commit
ourselves not to allow form to
supersede substance.
The editorial staff will
use social media to communicate with the paper’s readership and to update students
about SLUH events and highlight the paper’s content. The
editors will not allow their
goal of speed and accessibility on- line to weaken their
commitment to accuracy and
depth.
The Prep News strongly
encourages underclassman
involvement, and our office
on the second floor of the
Jesuit Wing, room J220, is
always open for involvement,
criticism, praise, or suggestions. Contributed student
opinions are also welcome
under the Prep News Editori-

al Policy. Without student reaction and feedback, the Prep
News could not function.
If the Prep News is inaccurate, we will correct any
significant error in the following issue and on our web
site as soon as possible.
Furthermore, the editors
assume sole responsibility for
the text of news and sports
articles, features, and editorials. We ask faculty or students who take issue with the
manner in which the news
was reported or find an error
to bring it to the attention of
the editors, not the individual
reporters.
This is the platform of
the editors of Volume LXXX
of the Prep News.
			
			

Editorial Policy
The Volume 79 Prep
News opinion section serves
the purpose of being the vehicle of the personal opinions of students, faculty, or
others. All topics discussed
in the section will be related
to St. Louis University High
School.
Nothing published either as an editorial or as a
letter to an editor should be
considered the opinion of the
school, the administration, or
anyone other than its author
or authors.
A Prep News editorial is
the opinion of all seven editors on a particular topic.
A commentary or col-

umn is an opinion of one
member of the Prep News
staff, not of the Prep News itself.
A perspective or notebook, like a commentary, is
the opinion of one person,
often a Prep News staff member.
Unlike a commentary,
such a piece is often intended
primarily to convey a personal experience rather than
to provide a viewpoint on an
issue. Unlike a letter, such
pieces are usually developed
at the request of, and sometimes under the guidance of,
the Prep News editors.
Every member of the

SLUH community is welcomed and encouraged to
submit a letter to the editors.
Every letter received by the
editors will be read and given consideration. All letters
must be signed, but the author’s name may be withheld
from publication by request
and at the discretion of the
editors.
The Prep News editors
reserve the right to edit any
submissions for publication
in order to meet grammatical
standards, but they will not
skew the author’s original intent. Also, the editors reserve
the right to withhold from
publication any submission if

it is deemed vulgar, tasteless,
or otherwise inappropriate.
Authors should be available
for the editors to contact
them before publication to
address matters of concern.
All authors wishing to
have letters published must
submit them by 4:00 p.m. the
Wednesday before the letter
is to be published.
Letters should be emailed to prepnews@sluh.
org, and if possible a signed
copy should be given to a
Prep News editor or moderator or mailed to the Prep News
courtesy of St. Louis University High School, 4970 Oakland, St. Louis, MO 63110.
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SLUH singers
selected for District
Honor Choir
BY P.J. Cox
REPORTER

F

ive SLUH singers were selected for the 2015 Metro
District 8 Honor Choir: senior
Joseph Schultz, juniors Trevor
Scott and Aidan Cole, and
sophomores Dominic Pancella and Samuel Pottinger. They
will join their talents with
the other chosen high school
singers to perform a concert.
This is not a new achievement for the SLUH choir, as
Schultz and sophomore Darren Tucker were selected last
year. Although this will be
Schultz’s second year, it is a
first for the other students. It
is also Addie Akin’s first year
as SLUH’s choir teacher.
“Last year was a good experience for me,” said Schultz.
“It was a little nerve racking to
jump in and not know many
people, but this year, now that
there are more people doing
it, I think I’ll have more fun.”
On Oct. 10, the singers
auditioned at De Smet high
school. Students had to sing a

line they have never seen before by sight—a difficult technique known as sight-singing.
They also had to identify key
signatures and also perform a
prepared piece with a recording.
“It was so scary, but in
the end it all went well,” said
junior Trevor Scott, who was
nervous since it was a blind
audition, meaning the judge
had his/her back to the performer. Although he was
scared, Scott’s fears were eased
somewhat by Schultz and
Tucker, who explained how
exciting and fun it was last
year.
Scott and Cole are eligible for state, but Cole is
still questioning trying out
because of his busy schedule.
Schultz is also eligible, but will
not try out because it takes up
three days of school towards
the end of Senior Project.
“I’m really proud of them
and glad that they are part of
this opportunity,” said Akin.

Speech team starts
season, places
second in meet
Jimmy Bricker
STAFF

T

he Saint Louis U. High
Speech Team kicked its
season off well on Oct. 4,
finishing second behind Cor
Jesu. Most of SLUH’s competitors placed in their respective
categories.
SLUH had a full team,
with a minimum of one student competing in each of the
long list of events. The events
include: Storytelling, Humorous and Serious Interpretation, Prose, Poetry, Duet Improvisation, Extemporaneous
Speaking, Duet Acting, Radio
Broadcasting, and Original
Oratory.
Each event is confined
to its own room and each
competitor performs in two
rounds. Rounds are scored,
with cumulative scores between 40-45 resulting in a red
ribbon and scores between
46-50 resulting in a blue ribbon. Competitors are ranked
after each round.
Moderator
Kathryn
Whitaker was exultant over
the team’s ranking, citing Cor
Jesu’s Speech Team’s reputation of dedication as cause to
celebrate.
“We finished just behind Cor Jesu, which is pretty
amazing because they practice
a lot. A lot of the SLUH people
are in the show and I’m working on the show and we have
limited rehearsal time,” said
Whitaker.
While a great deal of
the Speech Team and even
Whitaker herself are working
on SLUH’s coming production, Elephant’s Graveyard,

there was not a perceivable
loss in performance quality.
Senior Austin Danback, blue
ribbon winner in the Original Oratory category, where
competitors pen and perform
a persuasive speech, attributed his success to retired director Joe Schulte, who drew
the reins tight as Whitaker
juggled her responsibilities.
Schulte worked with Danback
and others, editing numerous
outlines and wraps in order to
ensure the team’s success.
“Mr. Schulte helps with
my Poetry and Original Oratory guys and he helps out so
everyone gets a little attention,” said Whitaker.
Senior Kevin Strader,
who came in first and second
in his rounds, worked with
senior Ryan Hopkins in the
Duet Improvisation part of
the meet.
“Ryan and I have just a
lot of chemistry together,” said
Strader. “And we’ve been doing improv for like over a year
together. That mixed with just
kinda how there are not many
other experienced people in
the field because improv is a
new category.”
Speech teaches students
how to read the written word
well, which, to Strader, seems
like something that has left
out of some of the classes at
SLUH.
“People have to read
things better,” said Strader,
“I’m in a lot of classes and
people don’t read things well.”
Come to the next speech
meet to watch and learn what
it means to speak passionately.
The next meet is Nov. 22 at
Borgia.
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Strader works as producer at STL SketchPad
BY Sam Heagney
FEATURES EDITOR

W

hen you enter The
Heavy Anchor, a bar
in south St. Louis, you have to
walk through a dark, sparsely
populated room scattered
with tall tables and a shuffleboard table to reach a black
door marked “Venue.” Back
there you’ll find the stage senior Kevin Strader calls home
once a month.
You may know Strader
from Gadfly or last year’s improv show. But there is another layer to Strader’s comedy
career: he is a producer, writer, and actor for STL SketchPad, a comedy club that puts
on a live show every month.
Strader’s involvement with
the show started during his
junior year after the director
of his improve show, Kevin
McKernan directed him to
a comedian who eventually
landed Strader with Jason
Flamm, who had just started
STL Sketchpad. Strader joined
SketchPad, writing sketches
and acting, in May when the
show was just six months old.
In the dark back room
there’s a collection of 20 old
stadium seats that face a
slightly elevated stage, which
is populated by only a cheap

cal difficulties because Flamm
and the audio weren’t fully in
tune. It garnered a few awkward, scattered giggles from
the audience.
“It was a bit slow to
start,” said Strader. “I thought
it could have been executed
technically better, but there’s
nothing I can do about that;
I just wrote it. It got a few
laughs, which is really all I
could ask for. I felt it did an
okay job of leading the audience into the comedies.”
The show continued on a
run of hit or miss shows while
the audience still warmed up.
That’s when Strader walked
on stage in a spinoff of the ’80s
sitcom Cheers. Strader plays
the bartender who tends to
fictional characters who come
to the bar to escape from their
hardships.
First Cap’n Crunch enters the bar and eventually
settles on milk to help him get
over his marital issues. Then
the Jolly Green Giant enters,
and Strader greets him as if he
was a normal bargoer, not a
man painted green with only
a leafy tunic on. He casually
pulls out “the usual,” a can of
mixed vegetables for the giant. After a moment of silence
for their collective sulking to
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Stader served drinks to Cap’n Crunch, the Jolly Green Giant,
and the Hamburglar.

table and a projector screen.
Barely visible in the dim lighting and scattered throughout
the seats are at least twelve
supporters of Strader, many
of whom are his senior classmates easily identifiable by
their colorful polos and khaki pants. To the side sits DJ
Boogie Man, who operates a
MacBook Pro and a turntable
littered with untouched knobs
to fill the silence while the audience waits.
Ten minutes after eight,
Flamm runs on stage to introduce the show. After a quick
introduction he’s interrupted
by the blaring sound of a cell
phone ringing over the speakers. Flamm interacts with a
pre-recorded voice as if his
call is being broadcast to the
audience.
Though it seems like
a PSA to the audience, the
phone call is followed by two
more, which make up Strader’s sketch creatively named
“Phone Interruption.”
The sketch was inspired
by a heckler at the show
months ago. The sketch
struggled with a few techni-

sink in, Strader offers up shots
of mixed vegetable juice.
“We asked ourselves,
‘How gross and uncomfortable can it be?’ The mixed
vegetable juice, which we all
actually drank, was just disgusting and I literally thought
I was gonna barf on stage,”
said Strader.
Strader started as a writer, but because other writers
often grab performers nearby
to fill roles, he quickly found
opportunities to act. At first
he brought in friends from
improv to act in his sketches,
but as he became more familiar with the cast he relied on
other writers to act.
After the bar sketch, the
comedy turns darker. With
the lights out, Strader and
another actress sit down in
between the stage and the
audience. Without much introduction, the screen turns
on and reveals a man who
wakes up realizing he’s been
drugged. After a bit of commentary, which is all prerecorded and Strader and his
partner simply sync their
lips to, it becomes clear that
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Workers share their
experiences working at
Alta Gracia factory
(continued from page 1)

Strader at The Heavy Anchor Tuesday.

Strader’s character helped a
woman bury her husband—
his good friend—alive. Hoping he admits his faults and
finds remorse, the couple has
attached a camera to the inside of his coffin. However,
they slowly realize that he has
no regrets and is even worse
than they thought. At the
end of the show, Strader and
his partner in crime imitate
a passionate kiss, but due to
lag in the audio the kiss, and
final commentary fumble to a
rocky finish.
“It was really well written
and fun, but the way it ended
wasn’t great. It was hard to
convey without an establishing statement,” said Strader.
For each monthly show,
the group meets four times,
once a week. At the first meeting all are welcome to come
pitch a sketch idea and receive
feedback. After that they have
a week to fiddle around with
their ideas. By the second
week writers are expected to
have a rough draft and usually start casting for the show.
By the third week the sketches
are in their final draft form
and the acting and blocking
instructions are in full swing.
Then, on the fourth week,
the group does a final run
through with all of the actors
to polish the sketches.
After months of dedication, Strader earned the title
of producer, meaning he must
be at every meeting. Strader
continues to juggle acting and
writing, but tries to make sure
he writes at least one sketch
for each show.
“I still remember when I
got my first laugh off of one of
my sketches. There’s some satisfaction knowing that something that you put your time
into and wrote and thought
from a weird idea that you
maybe wrote down on a napkin turned into something
that people really enjoyed,”
said Strader.
Strader’s path may seem
like a normal progression, but
whether he’s on stage or back
stage, one thing sticks out
about Strader: his age.
Both the audience, excluding Strader’s fan club, and
the actors and writers usually
range from ages 25 to 35, but
Strader just celebrated his
18th birthday in June.
“It’s really terrifying.
It’s really weird going into a
room with 25 and up year old
people,” said Strader. “They
consider me a younger kid so
they’ll say ‘we need a young
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person, someone with vitality.”
Strader’s youth has allowed him a unique experience in the group.
“It’s really awesome in a
lot of ways. I’ve had a few experiences where after shows
I’ve gotten to talk to people
who are really involved in the
community. I’ve had a lot of
mentor talks,” said Strader. “In
a way it’s intimidating being
young but it’s also awesome
because I’m like the younger
brother of everyone—and
I’m not the annoying younger
brother.”
Strader’s next appearance in the show comes as the
grandson of Carl Curmudgeon. The skit opens with a
nurse wheeling an older man
onto the stage and gently asking the audience if it’s okay if
he asks questions since he’s a
little off his rocker. This is the
first time since the opening of
the show that the actors break
the fourth barrier, interacting
with the audience. Curmudgeon turns out to be quite
functional and begins a social
commentary to the audience.
He explains that his racism
and sexism are just a result of
the world he grew up in.
Then Curmudgeon realizes his grandson is coming
to visit, and asks the audience
what he should talk to him
about since they can’t relate.
Then Strader makes his debut
as the role he’s been typecast
as before: the Millennial. He
walks onto the stage in skating shoes and a blue hoodie.
While his grandpa goes
back and forth between him
and the audience, using topics
from the audience to improve
bits, Strader usually shrugs
off responses and plays his
role as the awkward grandson
well. At one point he steps
out of the shadows to ask his
grandpa about his Bill Cosby
vinyl. His actions are totally
improvised, but highlight the
generational gap that alienates the two characters. After
five or so audience suggestions, Strader announces that
it’s time for him to leave and
timidly says bye to his grandpa before exiting.
After the show, Strader
actually runs out to greet his
flock of enthusiasts, making
sure each person whom he
recognizes knows he appreciates their attendance.
Strader will be performing again with STL SketchPad
next month at The Heavy Anchor.

workers. When forming
unions, workers are given a
“right to decide,” an act that
doesn’t penalize them for assembling.
They continually provide
benefits to their employees
that are unlike any other in
the textile industry, including insurance, legal coverage,
labor risk compensation, and
social protection. According
to Dominican Republic law,
companies are supposed to
provide all of these services
but a majority ignore the regulations and neglect proper
care for their workers.
“We want you to see this
as a model you’re supporting—a model based on dignity, justice, and respect,” said
Olivo, speaking through Sosa,
who served as her interpreter.
“We want this model to be implicated and replicated everywhere in the world.”
Molly Gradowski, a representative from the Ignatian
Solidarity Network, started
the presentation by pointing
out that only about two percent of the clothes sold in the
United States are made here,
and she validated this point
by making the students and
faculty check their shirt tags
for where their clothing was
made. Not a single person had
clothes made in the U.S.
“We’re looking to give a
voice to Alta Gracia, to people who have seen a change
in their lives because of Alta
Gracia,” Gradowski said.
Sosa and Olivo talked
about the working conditions
in the Dominican Republic,
specifically in the textile industry, and how employees
have faced hardships in the
past and present, including
the insufficient wages and difficulty unionizing.

public. In many cases they are
harassed for their efforts to
create better working conditions for the people, by being
fired or blacklisted.
The workers mentioned
that abuse is another big component of the workers’ problems. Workers experience a
variety of indecent verbal and
physical treatment from their
managers. Females experience sexual harassment on a
much larger scale, as many female workers in the Dominican Republic are forced to do
sexual favors for their managers under threat of firing.
STUCO members were
present to show their support
for using fair trade clothiers
“I personally am behind
the fair trade movement,
and Student Council made
a point this year of pushing
fair trade,” said Student Body
President Jack Perryman.
STUCO has made a
commitment to use only fair
trade apparel whenever possible, and Alta Gracia is one of
the primary companies from
which they will be purchasing.
“We put out a lot of
shirts, and STUCO has kind
of taken hold of the idea of
fair trade and run with it,”
said Junior Class President
Thomas Leeker. “The last shirt
we put out was (made by) Alta
Gracia.”
Looking to make fair
trade clothing more available
to the students, STUCO has
been working with Pax Christi to accomplish this after the
Social Justice Club wrote a
fair trade apparel policy proposal in the 2013-2014 school
year.
As a sign of success,
SLUH’s
administration
changed the P.E. shirts to be
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Sosa (left) and Olivo (right) talk yesterday in the Chapel.

The textiles industry has
a history of bad conditions
and catastrophes that have
taken place because of those
conditions. For example, in
2013 there was an accident in
Bangladesh where a factory
was on the verge of collapsing, though the workers recognized its bad condition but
were still forced to go inside
and work by their managers.
The building collapsed and
killed 1,129, injuring 2,515.
Unionizing is another
struggle, especially as union
workers are seen as troublemakers in the Dominican Re-

produced by Alta Gracia this
past year. This is a way for
SLUH to make a clear stand
against the use of sweatshops
and other poor conditions in
factories too often seen in the
textile industry. SLUH’s fair
trade policy has been publicized nationally as the Ignatian Solisarity Network uses
Stuco’s t-shirts in their fair
trade presentations.
“Hopefully people will
look to buy their own fair
trade clothes after we do this,”
said Leeker.
—Leo Heinz contributed reporting.
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Graveyard portrays small-town conflict through collection of voices
(continued from page 1)

lights the success of the new
railroad and all of the prosperity it has brought to Erwin,
before passing the torch to the
newest member of the circus,
the man with red hair.
After the slower build
up, the show plunges into the
circus parade, during which
there’s an incident between
the man with red hair and
Mary the elephant, leading to
the big conflict between the
circus and the townspeople.
“The incident with the
elephant riles up the town a
lot and it becomes a battle
between the town and the circus,” said Brende.
“There’s a conflict between the two groups because
they’re both very close knit
groups who oppose outsiders and are ready to lash out
against people who they are
suspicious of who may threaten the way they live,” said
sophomore Sean Cailteux.
After intense debate and
disagreement, the groups settle into a questionable resolution.
“My character delivers an
angry monologue because the
town is still just as horrible
as it was before,” said Nerinx
Hall junior Hannah Clemens,
who plays the haunted widow.
There are many experimental aspects to the production. The script is very unspecific, including only five stage
directions.
“It’s that scary-exciting
because it’s just a blank page…
asking actors to be brave,” said
Whitaker.
“I haven’t seen anything
like it through nine other productions,” said senior Evan

The cast at a rehearsal Wednesday. The production premiered last night and will be performed again Saturday at 7:30 and Sunday at 2:30.

Brende, who plays the ringmaster.
The production is also
done on a single, unchanging
and extravagant set. It forces
the audience to feel like it’s inside of the circus just outside
of the circus ring. It features
a large set of wooden ramps
that allow the circus members to stagger onto different
levels. The lights are very high
and hectic, adding tension
and drama to the circus.
Another set of unique aspects of the play are the sound

effects. Instead of electronic
effects, the sounds are done
entirely by musicians who appear on stage. Senior Matthew
Fink (drums) and sophomore
Joe Hillmeyer (guitar) represent the two sides of the show.
Fink, who’s with the circus,
uses his drums to highlight
the performances of the other
circus members. Whenever a
new performer is introduced,
Fink presents a unique sound.
He also uses a woodblock,
cabasa, and whistle to add
sound effects such as an ap-

French students come to SLUH
(continued from page 5)

beyond the exchange such as
continued
correspondence
through Skype and letters.
Unlike the Chinese exchange program between the
Nanjing Foreign Language
School and SLUH, the French
exchange is in the early stages
of development.
“Something like the Nanjing Foreign Language School
is far more established with
us at this point after 20 years
and able to have the type of
exchange where we’re going to
start enrolling their students
full-time. I think the French
school has the possibility of
that for us and that’s our intention in making the connection with them,” said principal
John Moran.
The 40 total French exchange students arrived on

Oct.1 after spending four
days in New York City. During their two and a half weeks
in St. Louis, the group will be
visiting historic sites throughout the city. The group has
already visited The Arch and
Cahokia Mounds.
In addition to visiting
tourist sites, the eight French
exchange students sat in on
SLUH classes on Monday.
They will attend classes one
other day while here.
The first thing that the
French students noticed about
SLUH was its size and the
warm welcome. Their school
in Chartres has about 600
students, extremely large by
French standards.
“This place is very big. I
enjoyed everyone who said
‘Hello’ to us,” said French student Pierre Emmanuel Poul,

who is staying with senior
Sam Heagney.
SLUH hosts have experienced ease and delight in
keeping French students.
Sophomore Rory Butler said, “(The exchange) has
been really good. As Clément
got to know me, he began to
speak English more. We get
along really well. The only
thing is that he wants to speak
English, and I want to practice
my French.”
The second part of the
exchange comes in June,
when Renard will chaperone
a trip to France with Nerinx’s
French teacher Laura Newsham. The trip will include a
twelve day-long stay in Chartres with French students and
six days in Paris.
—Connor FitzGerald contributed reporting.

French teacher Suzanne Renard showing off her favorite piece of technology—a typewriter—to
photo | Nolen Doorack
French exchange student Alexandre.

proaching train.
The play was written by
George Brant and won the
2008 Keene Prize for Literature and the 2008 David Mark
Cohen National Playwriting
Award. It was first performed
in 2007 and wasn’t published
until 2010.
The show marks not only
SLUH’s first time producing
the show, but its St. Louis premier.
Whitaker chose the play
after coming across it in a play
catalogue about a year ago.

The script appealed to her in
part because it only features
two female roles and ten male
roles with three that could go
either way, as well as its interesting style. Elephant’s Graveyard calls for exciting visuals,
but still allows a lot of creative
license. Some productions
have been done on an empty
stage. It also exposes the actors to new theater aspects
they wouldn’t normally experience.
“I ordered it and read
it and read it again and I
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thought this could really be a
dynamic piece of theater, very
different and very theatrical.
A different type of storytelling
than we most often see on the
stage,” said Whitaker.
The show has two performances remaining on Saturday at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday
at 2:30 p.m. Tickets are on sale
for $7 in advance and $10 at
the door.
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Football headed to Districts after win over unbeaten Kirkwood

Junior Andrew Clair after one of his two touchdown runs against Kirkwood.
BY Chris
REPORTER

Kreinkamp

T

he 7-2 St. Louis U. High
varsity football team has
ended its 2015 regular season
ranked No. 8 in the St. Louis
area and third in its district,
ceding losses only to MCC
rivals Chaminade and CBC.
The team is set to play Hazelwood West in the first round
of the playoffs at home. The
team could not have reached
this point without two key final victories against Lafayette
and the previously undefeated
Kirkwood team.
“These last two wins
were huge, I mean absolutely
huge...that’s a pretty big feather in these kids’ caps,” said
head Coach Gary Kornfeld.
SLUH had its own Senior Night festivities prior to
its final regular season game

against Kirkwood last Friday
night.
Senior Rob Caldwell
spoke nostalgically of the
night, saying, “It was a great
experience. It was special for
the seniors to be recognized at
the final regular season game,
especially with the win against
an undefeated Kirkwood.”
Junior Andrew Clair
once again took the reins for
an outstanding performance,
rushing for 162 yards for two
touchdowns on 7 carries, averaging a whopping 23 yards
per carry— all in just a little
over a quarter.
But after scoring on a 74yard touchdown run on the
first play of the second quarter, Clair jogged with a slight
limp over to the sidelines. He
had injured his hamstring
and would not return for the

remainder of the game. His
return for the next game is
questionable.
With
several
other
threats on both sides of the
ball, the team did not worry.
Quarterback Mitch Batschelett stepped up to throw for
the most yards of any game all
season, completing 11 passes
on 19 attempts for 232 yards,
two touchdowns, and one interception.
Senior Chris Stahl had a
phenomenal game, tying his
season-high nine tackles and
adding two assists and a quarterback sack. Senior Tim Sansone recorded a fumble recovery, and Jared Scott recorded
an interception.
At halftime, SLUH was
winning 14-6, but the team
knew that Kirkwood would
be ready to play a physical
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second half.
In the third quarter,
both teams scored two touchdowns, with SLUH scoring
on a few explosive plays, a
52-yard touchdown by junior
Tony Adams and a 70-yard
touchdown by senior Daniel
Isom.
In the fourth quarter,
Kirkwood opened up scoring
at 8:34 with a big play of its
own on a 46-yard touchdown
pass, tying the game with a
2-point conversion.
The Jr. Bills responded in
the form of backup running
back Jared Scott, filling in for
the injured Clair. With 7:49
remaining in the fourth quarter, Scott worked his way into
the end zone on a 4-yard run,
for what would be the final
score of the game.
The game did not end

easily for SLUH, however. After getting the ball back and
failing to score, SLUH tried
to punt the ball at 3:26, but
Joe Rogan’s punt was blocked,
giving Kirkwood favorable
field position at the SLUH 40yard line.
But it did not matter, because SLUH’s defense stopped
Kirkwood. Finally, at 1:12,
SLUH went into the victory
formation to kneel the ball
twice before dealing Kirkwood its first loss of the season, 35-28.
“I told our kids after the
Kirkwood game, this was a
team win. We had some guys
banged up,” said Kornfeld.
“We had Andrew Clair who
went out after the first play of
the second quarter. Jay Scott
goes in and does a great job.
Mitch Batschelett had a heck
of a game for us at the quarterback spot. David Jackson,
as soon as Kirkwood ties it up,
he goes on a 50-yard reception down to the 4-yard line.”
SLUH begins its 2015
playoff run against Hazelwood West tonight at SLUH
at 7:00 p.m. Hazelwood West
is known for its solid defense
and tendency to run with the
play action pass in its offensive arsenal.
“They play hard. They’re
a physical ball club. It’ll be one
of those where when you get
hit, you’ll know that you got
hit,” said Kornfeld.
If SLUH loses, its 2015
season will be over. If the Jr.
Bills can pull off their eighth
win, they will play the winner of the Francis Howell
Central— Hazelwood Central
game next weekend.

Swimming
records
big win at
Lindbergh
BY Patrick
REPORTER

Schuler

I

n the past two weeks, the St.
Louis U. High swim team
has focused on fulfilling goals.
At the beginning of the
season, head coach Lindsey
Ehret had the team sit down
to write goals for the year.
Each swimmer wrote individual and team goals. Swimmers
also each met with Ehret both
at the beginning and midseason to discuss where they
were with their goals.
One of SLUH’s main
goals for the year was to be the
best team in St. Louis at the
State Championship.
The Jr. Bills did not make
a strong effort to accomplish
this goal at the last big invite
they participated in, COMO
Invite at Mizzou, where they
finished in a disappointing
17th place. They hoped to fix
that at the Lindbergh Invite
this past Saturday and came
through, finishing first overall
in the meet out of 16 teams.
“Our first place finish at
the Lindbergh Invitational
was a great demonstration of
our depth,” Ehret said. “We
had some really great swims,
everyone dropping some time
and getting a chance to swim
in a great pool with steady
competition. Our closest rival
was Marquette, who had beat
us previously at the Marquette
Relay meet.”
Highlights from the meet
were from many of SLUH’s

continued on page 7

Soccer beats De Smet 2-0, crowned Metro Catholic Conference champs
BY Keith Thomas
SPORTS EDITOR

I

n the Metro Catholic Conference, interconference
soccer games might as well be
a death match, with the unpredictability of the outcome
of the games threatening
near-perfect records and area
rankings. Fortunately for the
St. Louis U. High Jr. Bills, the
team was the last one standing, prevailing as conference
champions after beating Jesuit rival De Smet 2-0 last
Saturday.
On Oct. 9, the Jr. Bills
celebrated Senior Night with
a commanding 3-0 win over
O’Fallon Township. SLUH
also defeated Marquette (31) and Parkway South (4-0)
on consecutive days. And last
Tuesday, the Jr. Bills defeated
Fort Zumwalt South 5-0.
SLUH took to the field
after celebrating an emotional
Senior Night against an energetic O’Fallon squad. Late in
the opening half, Jack Dempster found the back of the net,
giving the Jr. Bills an early 1-0
lead.
Later in the half, senior
Peter Simon singlehandedly
juggled his way through the
defense and lofted a shot over
the O’Fallon keeper for a 2-0
lead at halftime. Senior Derek
Rieke added a goal late in the
game to secure the 3-0 win
for the Jr. Bills.
“Senior Night was really

enjoyable for the seniors to
look back on our SLUH soccer careers and appreciate all
the hard work we’ve put in as
well as all the effort our parents put in,” said senior Matt
Lesko.
After a restful weekend,
the Jr. Bills faced off against
Marquette, and the matchup
seemed to be tilted in Marquette’s favor for the first half,
with Marquette jumping out
to an early 1-0 lead behind
good coaching.
Senior Trey Haman broke
Marquette’s shutout early in
the second half, and Dempster and Rieke added goals
in a second half avalanche of
shots to propel SLUH to a 3-1
win and push the team’s record to 19-2 overall, the best
in the St. Louis area.
The next day, the Jr. Bills
took to Parkway South for a
matchup against the Patriots.
Simon’s hot streak continued,
with a world-class finish from
his weak foot at the top of the
18-yard box to open the game
for the Jr. Bills.
Senior captain Matt
Frein scored three goals in the
game, maintaining chemistry
with Simon throughout the
match.
“It was just a fun game
overall,” said Frein of his hat
trick. “I’ve never scored more
than one goal in a game for
SLUH, so that was obviously
cool for me and everyone al-
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Senior Matt Frein with the ball against O’Fallon Township (Ill.)

ways says I can never score,
so it was kind of funny in the
end.”
The climax of the Jr. Bills’
last two weeks came last Saturday at the Palace on Ballas
when SLUH took on rival De
Smet in the Jr. Bills’ final conference game.
Simon connected with
Haman early in the match to
jump out to a 1-0 lead.
The Jr. Bills added a
second goal later in the half,
thanks to an impeccable ball
from senior Will Minnick that
Dempster headed home for a
2-0 lead at the half.
The second half was a
“brawl” according to Martel,

with the very physical and
big De Smet battling the swift
SLUH midfield. Each team
was fighting in the midfield
for the ball, but no team could
break the other’s defense.
“It was physical with
hard tackling,” said Martel. “I
haven’t seen anything like that
in a while.”
With the 2-0 victory,
SLUH captured the MCC
championship for the first
time since 2008. Including
this championship, the Jr. Bills
have won the incredibly difficult MCC only three times
since 1999.
With a conference title
under their belt, the Jr. Bills

travelled out to Fort Zumwalt
South for what would be one
of the most impressive second
half performances by a SLUH
team in the past few years.
Throughout the entire
first half, SLUH threatened
to score, getting shots off
and keeping possession, but
couldn’t finish. At the half, the
score was knotted at 0-0.
What happened in the
second half Martel could only
describe as an “onslaught.”
“I saw something in the
first 20 minutes of the second
half of that game that I haven’t
seen since 2003,” said Martel.
“It was really something to
see.”

Simon started the avalanche of goals, with the next
two goals happening within a
20-minute span. Senior Jack
Bersett added a goal off a cross
from Dempster. Ft. Zumwalt
added more salt to their already open wound, deflecting
one of Minnick’s crosses into
their own net. Frein finished a
penalty kick, and Rieke added
another goal late to lead the
Bills to a 5-0 win.
SLUH takes on Ritenour
in the district semifinal at
5:00 p.m. next Tuesday night
at SLUH.
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XC sweeps MCC’s for 12th straight year
BY Joseph Reznikov
CORE STAFF

F

or the 12th year in a row,
the Saint Louis U. High
cross country program swept
the MCC championships—
placing first at the varsity, JV,
and freshman levels. The races
were held on Aviation Fields
in Forest Park on Saturday,
Oct. 10.
While for the past couple
years the varsity team hasn’t
had much trouble claiming
the title, the Jr. Bills knew that
they were going to need their
A-game this year to overcome
a strong De Smet team.
Led by senior Dustan
Davidson, who finished first
overall in the race with a time
of 16:16, the team finished
with 32 points, nine better
than second place De Smet.
Davidson was neck-andneck with De Smet junior Joe
Reed for most of the race, but
Davidson overtook him in
the last kilometer and won by
nine seconds.
“I had raced (him) in
track before, so I kind of knew
him,” said Davidson. “I waited
until the end to have a big
kick, and it worked out.”
The team was also led
by junior Joe Laughlin, who
placed fourth overall (16:49)
and senior Billy Balossi, who
placed sixth overall (16:54).
Both ran their best race of
the season so far and pulled
through in the last stretch of
the race to help secure the
win.
Other members of the
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first place varsity team were
senior Jake Lepak (10th), juniors Xavier Ludwig (11th)
and William Kelly (12th), and
sophomore Paul Burka (16th).
Though the team didn’t
have the start to the season it
had hoped for, head coach Joe
Porter is happy with the team’s
progress.
“The guys really showed
up and stepped up. It was a
good sign for us that they were
there to race and go after it,”
said Porter of the MCC race.
“We raced a lot closer to what
our fitness level indicates.”
The team also competed
in the Borgia Invitational on
Saturday, Oct. 17 at Big River
Golf Course in Washington,
Mo. The team rested the top 7
runners and placed 8th.
“We wanted to rest our
varsity, but rather than just
racing the next top seven
guys, we looked for guys that
needed race experience,” said
Porter. “The race was about
learning racing and what it’s
like.”
The team of eight was
made up of junior Roman
Lipinski, sophomores Paul
Burka and Gunnar Himich,
and freshmen Reed Milnor,
Chuck Perry, Jack Buehring,
and Ben Poag.
Burka led the group with
a time of 18:07 and was followed closely by Lipinski, who
finished in 18:19.
“The course is a little
more challenging so we don’t
see as many PRs, but the guys
still ran really well,” said Porter.
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Senior Dustan Davidson at the first mile mark.

The team will continue
to ramp up its workouts for
the next couple weeks before
cooling down just before the
state meet.
“We feel really good
about where we’re at,” said
Porter. “Our workouts are
continuing to get better and
our fitness level is continuing
to improve.”
The next varsity race is
the Clayton Invitational today
at Shaw Park at 3:45 p.m. The
team will not be racing the
top 7, who will be racing in

SLUH
O’Fallon Township

—C Soccer—
(14-6-4)

10/9/15
1
SLUH
St. Mary’s
1

Scoring: Jacob Kircher, Matt Scoring: Ray Goedeker
Ceriotti, Nic Delgado, Chris
10/12/15
0
Doehring, Robert Forest, Joey SLUH
Marquette
0
Krause, and Jacob Gremaud
10/13/15
(3)
SLUH		
4
Parkway South
2
Key Stat: Sophomore Jacob Scoring: Teddy Ragsdale (2),
Gremaud led the offensive at- Daniel Dewan, Ray Goedeker
tack with three goals, and the
SLUH defense didn’t give an Key Stat: Sophomore Teddy
Ragsdale scored two goals to
inch.
help the Jr. Bills take down
10/14/15 Parkway South.
SLUH		
2
10/17/15
Webster Groves 0
SLUH		
1
De Smet		
1
Scoring: Nic Delgado, Nick
Scoring:
Billy
Hughes
Baumer
Key Stat: Sophomore Billy
10/16/15 Hughes tied the game up
SLUH		
1
with a clutch goal on a header
Parkway South
0
in the second half.
10/19/15
Scoring: Nic Delgado
SLUH
		
6
10/20/15
Soldan
0
SLUH		
1
Scoring: Danny Favazza
Fort Zumwalt South
1
(2), Jack Fitzpatrick, Buck
Scoring: Nic Delgado
Chevalier, Ethan Buss, Daniel
10/21/15 Dewan
Key Stat: Sophomore goalSLUH		
2
keepers Reed Goodin and
Vianney
0
Daniel Frein both played very
Scoring: Nic Delgado (2)
well to get the shutout for
SLUH.
10/22/15
Key Stat: Junior Nic Delgado
SLUH		
2
continued his goal streak, exCBC		
0
tending it to seven games in
Scoring: Ray Goedeker, Jack
a row in which he has scored Fitzpatrick
eight goals. The team finished Key Stat: Team advances to
out the season without a loss finals of CBC tournament
against Vianney.
in their last five games.
Next game: Saturday, 10:30
a.m. at CBC.
—Andrew Modder contributed
reporting.
—Andrew Modder
contributed reporting.

the District meet at Blackburn
Park tomorrow at 10:00 a.m.
The team will be looking
to capture its 15th straight district title on Saturday. The last
time SLUH lost a district meet
in cross country was when
when Porter was a senior runner at De Smet.
“We just have to keep
running good workouts and
we should do well at districts
and then eventually sectionals,” said Davidson.

—JV Football—
(6-3)

10/12/15
13
37
Scoring: Kicker Peter Hennessey converted for two
field goals
Key Stat: Linebacker Sean
Bender and corner Daniel
McMurran each had an
interception.
Key Quote: “We kept battling, and we never gave up
even though we were down,”
said lineman Jon Kroll.
10/19/15
SLUH
14
Kirkwood
20
Scoring: Austin Hannah had
two runs for two touchdowns
Key Stat: Ryan Houghland
and Danny Pitts both recovered fumbles for the Jr. Bills.

10/10/15
SLUH
1
0
Lafayette

Scoring: Michael Drabelle
10/12/15
SLUH		
0
Chaminade
2
Key Quote: “We had
a chance to avenge two
earlier losses to Chaminade
but ended up losing a tough
game,” said head coach Brock
Kesterson.
10/15/15
SLUH		
3
De Smet
2
Scoring: Michael Drabelle,
Sean Cody, Adam Menker
Key Quote: “We were down
2-1 at halftime, fought back,
and won that game, which
was great,” said Kesterson.
10/19/15
SLUH		
7
Troy		
0
Scoring: Louis Vacca, Michael Drabelle, Colin Rhoads,
Brian Lymberopoulos (2),
Enrique Cervantes, Timothy
Bertelsman
10/20/15
SLUH		
5
Seckman
2
Scoring: Louis Vacca (2),
Adam Menker, Michael Drabelle, Enrique Cervantes
Key quote: “We were able
to have some fun and had
a chance to get everyone
in,” said head coach Brock
Kesterson.
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Swimming treads tough
waters, wins two meets
(continued from page 6)

—Game Briefs—

—B Soccer—
(9-3-3)

Prep News

—Nick Gima contributed
reporting.

10/15/15
SLUH
7
Lafayette
0
Scoring: Running back
Ishmale Woodard rushed for
10/21/15
one touchdown.
SLUH		
4
Parkway North
0
Key Stat: Linebacker DJ
Scoring: Patrick Finlay, Jona- Sansone had 11 tackles and
than Broun, Lucas Stachows- 1 sack.
ki, Maxwell Mantych.
Key Quote: “We held them
out (Lafayette) every time
—Andrew Modder and Will
Farroll contributed reporting. they got a chance,” said assistant coach Adam Cruz.

swimmers, but especially
freshman fish Joe Feder, sophomore Barclay Dale, and senior Chris Kreienkamp.
Feder swam a great meet
overall, but his last two races
were his most impressive.
Seeded second in the 100-yard
backstroke, behind teammate
Dale, Feder swam a new best
time of 57.19 to win the event.
He has already qualified for
state, but is now seeded 32nd
overall.
“It was a very chaotic
race,” Feder commented afterwards. There was a problem
with the starter at the beginning of the race, causing some
swimmers to start and swim
while others did not. Dale
swam an entire 50 yards before he was stopped.
“The race ended very well
for SLUH. It was my best time
by a tenth,” Feder finished.
Feder also swam the last
leg of the 400 freestyle relay,
the last event of the meet and
the one that sealed the overall
victory. Feder swam a 49.7,
which is not official because it
is off a relay start, but it is well
below state qualifying time.
“I wasn’t expecting the
split to be that fast,” Feder
said. “I was really happy that it
was enough to secure our win
against Marquette.”
The sophomores also had
a big meet, but Dale stood
out, especially after an injury
Friday night at team bonding.
Dale sprained his right ankle
and was worried he wouldn’t
be able to swim Saturday. Despite the pain, he swam very
well, taking second to Feder in
the backstroke (a very important first and second place finish) and also placing seventh
in the 100 freestyle.
“The meet felt great,”
Dale said after. “I was really
worried my ankle would hurt
my times but they came out
alright for being injured. The
start on the 100 back was frustrating, but I was happy with
the one-two finish.”
Senior Chris Kreienkamp had his best meet of
the year. The tall and lanky
Kreienkamp is a sprinter, and
swam in four events Saturday.
Seeded to place in the top
eight in his two relays, Kreinkamp went home with four
top 8 finishes, sneaking into
the 50 and 100 freestyle top
8 and also earning three new
medals to show off.
“My goal for the meet
was to swim my fastest times
ever,” Kreienkamp said “and
I accomplished that, even if
it meant just a hundredth of a

—C Football—
(6-5)

10/20/15
SLUH
14
Kirkwood
6
Scoring: Running back Ishmale Woodard had a rushing
touchdown, quarterback Nick
Lang threw for one touchdown.
Key Stat: The Jr. Bills defense
came up with an interception to seal the win late in the
fourth quarter.

second faster.”
Another one of SLUH’s
team goals for the year was to
go undefeated in dual meets,
and through Monday they
were a perfect 9-0. The last
dual meet was Monday at Forest Park against Chaminade,
a team that nearly beat the Jr.
Bills at Marquette Relays at
the beginning of the season.
The Jr. Bills won the meet by
a score of 124-61 to complete
a perfect 10-0 dual season record.
“Our win against Chaminade allowed the team to accomplish one of their season
goals,” Ehret commented. “I
like this goal because it requires the efforts of the team
and not just one or two individuals. It’s a goal that everyone can contribute to in some
way, as I tried to make sure
most of the lineups included
at least one race by all team
members.”
SLUH was helped out
by the scratch of Chaminade
junior TJ Halliburton, who
was sick from school that day.
Halliburton placed second in
the 100 backstroke at state last
year and would have greatly
helped the Red Devils.
“The Chaminade meet
was not as close as I had anticipated,” Ehret commented.
“They have three horses, as I
like to say, but one wasn’t at
the meet and that made a difference.”
“Chaminade was expected to be our toughest dual
meet competition this year,”
Kreienkamp said. “So it was
special that we could beat our
toughest competition in our
last dual meet at FoPo.”
Moving forward SLUH
is starting its taper phase of
training to finish accomplishing the goals they started the
season with. A taper is when
practice yardage decreases,
and the focus turns to speed,
fine-tuning technique, and
longer rest.
The varsity team will
swim its last meet before
MCCs this Saturday night at
Rec Plex for the MICDS Invite. This is a fast pool and the
Bills hope to earn a few more
state times before state is held
at the Rec Plex.
Seniors Michael Krause,
Thomas O’Brien, and Kreienkamp are all still hoping to
complete the goal of making a
state-qualifying time in the 50
freestyle. All three are within a
seventh of a second.
Sophomore Joe Jellinek
also hopes to make it in the
100 backstroke, where he
needs to drop about a second.

Key Quote: “We battled the
entire time, and we didn’t let
the atmosphere get to us,”
said assistant coach Adam
Cruz.
Final Record: 6-5
—Nick Gima contributed
reporting.
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Around the Hallways
“A Noiseless Patient Spider” becomes
popular site in staircase window
For a couple of weeks, students
have been tracking the movement of
a large spider situated in the window
near the stairway leading up to the
English Office. In the corner of the
window frame, the spider has constructed a nest, but often remains patiently in the middle of her web.

Jesuit province coordinator meets
with teachers and students
Mary Baudouin—the Provincial
Assistant for Social Ministry for the
Central and Southern Province of the
Jesuits—met with teachers and students Monday in Campus Ministry
to listen to various efforts occurring
at SLUH. Students for Life moderator David Callon, Sustainability moderator Anne Marie Lodholz, and Pax
Christi moderator Dan Finucane attended the meeting.
Delegation for D.C. Ignatian TeachIn gathers for pre-trip get-together
Twenty-three students and five
teachers gathered for dinner in Campus Ministry. The Teach-In, held the
first weekend in November this year, is
a gathering of Jesuit high schools and
universities that takes place annually
in Washington, D.C. This year’s delegation marks SLUH’s largest. Senior
Brendan Underwood will speak about
facing adversity to the entire gathering
of over 1,500 in D.C. next month.
Classes see (European) sights of St.
Louis
On Tuesday, Oct. 22, the Greek

Calendar
Friday October 23, 2015

and AP Modern European History classes with their respective teachers, Mary
Lee McConaghy and Tim O’Neil, took a
field trip around St. Louis to observe architecture, art, and artifacts pertinent to
both subjects. The group of 34 students
started off the day by looking at some of
the old buildings off of Washington and
Kingshighway, comparing and contrasting the examples of modern columns
with their ancient Greek counterparts.
After wandering about in the chilly
morning air, the students traversed over
to SLU to visit their main library and receive individual presentations on the old
Vatican and European manuscripts that

SLU librarian Susan L’Engle and seniors
in the Vatican Film Library.

SLU had in its possession.
An hour and a half later, the classes
took their bus to the main branch of
the St. Louis Public Library to look at
the architecture primarily featured in
the original area of the building, which
underwent notable renovations recently.
The group also toured the Old Courthouse. Once the students were finished
there, they traveled to the Art Museum
and were allowed to split up and tour the
museum until they were notified that it
was time to head to Olympia, a popular Greek restaurant for a comfortable
lunch. The tour returned just in time for
seventh period classes.
Jr. Bills head to Wall Street, sightsee

Seven SLUH students, two faculty
members, and a current parent traveled
to Wall Street yesterday. After an initial
plane delay on the flight out of St. Louis,
the group went on a tour of Bloomberg,
Rockefeller Plaza, and St. Patrick’s Cathedral. Afterwards, they met with Michael Price’s family hedge fund. Today,
the group will visit Morgan Stanley and
then the CPM Group, a commodities
trading firm. Following a NYSE tour,
the group will go to Ares Management’s
private equity center. The final stop is at
St. Xavier High School, where the SLUH
students will meet with SLUH alumni in
New York.
STARS hosts first book club meeting
Thursday
Senior Brendan Underwood led the
STARS book club meeting, a discussion
of the first few chapters of The Autobiography of Malcolm X. This is the first of
five meetings stretching through the rest
of the semester. Teachers and students
broke into small groups and focused on
the troubles and pressures of Malcolm
X’s early life. Underwood gave the section of the book the title “The Psychological Downhill.”
After small group discussion, Underwood facilitated large-group discussion. About two dozen students and one
dozen teachers attended.
—Sam Chechik, Nolen Doorack, Leo
Heinz, Nick Messina.

Book

D

own in the student parking lot you typically see
used, early to mid-2000s sedans and SUVs. There are,
however, cars that break the
doldrums of the lot.
One of these cars is junior
Will Albers’ 2010 Ford Mustang. It has Race Red paint
that accentuates the lines of
what I consider one of the best
looking Mustangs ever made.
These two things alone set it
apart from its parking lot contemporaries because it is (a)
not gray, tan, white, black, or
silver and (b) is actually good
looking.
Will wanted to get a
sports car and his parents
wanted it to be safe, so the
Mustang was the result. Will’s
parents also liked that the car

The leather interior of the ’stang.

had a V6 instead of the V8 engine, not as fast and gets better
gas mileage, a combined 24
mpg. After a lot of shopping
around they found this car
and bought it from an Iowa
farmer in early September
with just 25,000 softly driven
miles on the odometer.
Will of course likes the
muscle car looks and speed
but also likes the comfortable
leather interior, an upgrade on
his base model. There are lots
of little upgrades on Will’s car,
including mood lighting in
the door panels and cupholders, illuminated door sills,
Ford SYNC voice command
system, black side stripes on
the doors and hidden features
like traction and stability control systems.
Will isn’t stopping there
though, he has ordered win-

Junior Ring Orders
Medical Careers Club Speaker
Students for Life Speaker
Snack— Pizza Sticks
Lunch Special— Chicken Bacon Ranch
Vegetarian— Salmon
3:45pm XC @ Clayton Invitational
7:00pm V Football District Quarterfinal vs. Hazelwood
West @ SLUH

Saturday October 24, 2015

B Soccer @ CBC Tournament
V Cross Country District Meet @ Blackburn Park
8:00am ACT
12:00pm Swimming MCC JV Championships @ Forest
Park
7:00pm Swimming @ MICDS Invitational
7:30pm Elephant’s Graveyard

Sunday October 25, 2015
10:00am Mother-Son Mass and Luncheon
2:30pm Elephant’s Graveyard

Monday October 26, 2015

Half Day
1:30pm-5:00pm; 6:00pm-8:30pm Parent Teacher 		
Conferences
12:30pm Senior Liturgical Choir Rehearsal

Tuesday October 27, 2015

No classes

White House Retreat (until Thursday)
5:00pm V Soccer vs. Ritenour @ SLUH (District 		
Tournament Semifinal)
7:00pm McCluer North vs. Chaminade @ SLUH 		
(District Tournament Semifinal)

Wednesday October 28, 2015

Schedule R
Junior Liturgical Choir Rehearsal
Snack— Chicken Rings
Lunch Special— Hand-Breaded Chicken Tenders
Vegetarian— Salmon
AP

4:00pm Swimming @ MCC Championships
4:30pm JV/C Cross Country @ Findley Invitational

Thursday October 29, 2015
photos | Nolen Doorack

Upperclassmen during the STARS small
group discussion on Thursday.

Pick of the Lot: a Race Red Mustang
BY Matthew
REPORTER

Schedule R

AP

Schedule R
AP
University of Southern California—M110
St. Lawrence University (NY)—M112
Senior Liturgical Choir Rehearsal
Snack— Mini Tacos
Lunch Special— Papa John’s Pizza
Vegetarian— Tilapia
4:00pm Swimming @ MCC Championships

Friday October 30, 2015
Football District Semifinal @ TBA
Picture Retake Day
AP
Senior Class Mass
Snack— Bosco Sticks
Lunch Special— Chinese Special
Vegetarian— Black Bean Burger

Schedule R

4:00pm Swimming @ MCC Championships
calendar | Liam Connolly

Junior Will Albers with his 2010 Mustang. photos | Matthew Book

dow louvers that he will install
and plans to add 20 inch black
wheels at some point.
The central point of any
muscle car is the engine, and
this Mustang has a 4.0 liter
V6 that produces 305 horsepower. That is enough power
to launch to 60 mph in 6.6
seconds.
With all that power on
tap Will says, “I try to contain
myself.”
He hasn’t found anything
that he does not like about it,
although he adds a back-up
camera would be nice.
The original Mustang was
released in 1965 and quickly
became the automaker’s most
successful launch since that
of the Model A in 1927. From
there the Mustang created the
“pony car” class of automobiles—cheap, fast, American

sports car-like coupes with
long hoods. The pony car
craze spawned cars such as the
Chevrolet Camaro, Pontiac
Firebird, Plymouth Barracuda, and the Dodge Challenger.
The ’65 Mustang also won
that year’s Tiffany Gold Medal
for Excellence in American
design—impressive, especially when you know that that
award isn’t just for cars. In
fact, the Mustang was the first
car to ever win the award.
To sum up the Mustang,
I’ll quote Will: “It just feels
cool. It stands out, when you
drive down the highway you
just see normal car after normal car, and then you see that
and it’s just like ‘wow’.”
Indeed Will, indeed.
That’s why it is this week’s Pick
of the Lot.

Activity Period Speakers
Former gang member from L.A., Ms. Evie
West, will be speaking to students in the
theater during activity period today. She will
discuss some of the hardships she endured
in her early life, such as an unplanned pregnancy and a subsequent abortion. West is
now a police officer in Cleveland.

Dr. Samantha Warren, Ph. D. from Fontbonne Universtiy will be discussing bioinformatics, a growing field that combines
computer science and biology, with students
during activity period in 215C today.

