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Adopt-A-Family
provides for 52 families,
makes use of x2VOL
BY Ethan McIntyre and
Cade Dernlan
FEATURES EDITOR, STAFF
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STAY THIRSTY: Fr. Marco, S.J., speaking on how Mary, along with the creation of God, is thirsty for the Word of God at the Immaculate Conception Mass Tuesday.

School enjoys “Hot Chocolate” collaboration
at Fine Arts Assembly
BY Galen
REPORTER

L

Bacharier

back from school, I proposed
the idea to Mrs. Anzalone and
Mr. Pottinger,” said Fink. “I
said that we should do a collaborative piece for the Fine
Arts Assembly, and they were
both thrilled. These small
conversations got bigger once
Ms. Akin came, then we really
started working on it.”
“This piece was largely
student-driven, and had
(Matthew) not continued
to drive it, had he not felt so
passionately, I think that all
of these people, the teachers,
are just so busy preparing for

their concert that it’s just so
tricky to add another piece
in,” said dance teacher Simonie Anzalone.
The piece was not without its issues and conflicts,
as the collaborative effort
between all three of the divisions was difficult to coordinate.
“There was definitely
some finagling that had to be
done because so many Fine
Arts students are involved in
chorus, dance, and/or band,
so making the students have
to pick one was a bit of a bum-

ast week, amidst a chaotic
schedule and the excitement of a Friday, the chorus,
band and dance departments
all performed in the annual
Fine Arts Assembly. This
year’s performance featured
a special joint performance
of “Hot Chocolate” from the
chorus, band, and dance departments.
A new step for the Fine
Arts department when it
comes to concerts and assemblies, the performance of Tom
Hanks’ classic from The Polar
Express was the final song and
main feature of the assembly. The entire piece was the
brainchild of senior Matthew
Fink, who had had the idea
for nearly a year after watching the movie last Christmas
with his family.
“I saw this scene, and
I saw a chorus, a jazz band,
and a dance,” said Fink. “And
I thought, ‘that’d be cool if we
preformed that for our Fine
Arts Assembly next year!’”
Fink wasted no time
spreading the idea to the
Fine Arts staff, and it quickly
gained traction as a real possibility.
“The first week we got After-School Dance performing “Hot Chocolate” last Friday.
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TilapiaMatch.com
AP Environmental Science classes used their aquaponics system
to its fullest this week as they
breeded tilapia. Page 3.
News

A SLUH Christmas
Festive decorations, a multitude
of trees, and even a beefy Santa
help spread the holiday cheer at
SLUH. Page 4.

mer, but at the same time, I
think that’s part of what made
it so successful,” said Anzalone. “I think it was good for
the faculty and student body
to see us all collaborate.”
Even the brainstorming
period of the performance
didn’t come without obstacles; one of the toughest
struggles involved the actual
sheet music, as well as the coordination with the dancers.
“When we got (the music) we had to adjust some
parts, and the hard part is

continued on page 5

t. Louis U. High completed its fifth annual Campus
Ministry-sponsored AdoptA-Family last week, providing
gifts for 52 local families.
The drive itself had few
changes compared to last
year. Students still used a
website called Sign Up Genius to sign up for gifts to
be brought in. There was an
increase this year in requests
for gift cards as opposed to
personalized clothing items
or toys, intended to simplify
shopping for for students and
parents looking to complete
the homeroom lists. Now the
recipients can use the money
to pick out their own toys and
clothes.
Following trends from
the other Campus Ministrysponsored drives this year,
X2VOL was used to sign up
for wrapping presents, loading up cars, and delivering
presents to the Southside
Center.
According to Campus
Ministry, the addition of
X2VOL helped increase the
number of drivers and loaders, but the number of students volunteering to wrap
presents during activity periods and free periods has
dropped off significantly. The
decrease in wrappers was attributed to lack of homeroom
requirements—in years past,
each homeroom was asked to
send a specific number of stu-

continued on page 5

Junior Zach Brock serves
others through CMN
BY Sam Heagney
FEATURES EDITOR

A

photo | Gaurav Nigam

News

t activity period today,
National Honor Society (NHS) will hold teacher’s
karaoke to raise money for
Children’s Miracle Network
(CMN). This event has been
in the works for weeks, but
for junior Zach Brock, who
linked NHS to CMN, the
journey began long ago.
In 2005, Brock, amid his
second of three bouts with
cancer, and his family were

Sports

Divinely-Inspired Award
Mark Wilhelm, ’72, recognized
for his service to SLUH over the
past years working on multiple
boards, projects, and collaborations within SLUH. Page 2.

Basketball suffers second blow
Basketball took its second L of
the season at the hands of Chaminade Wednesday night, which
ended a four-game winning
streak that included a tournament title. Page 6.

The people we serve
Features editor Ethan McIntyre
reflects on his experience at a
Christmas party for the families
of the Adopt-a-Family drive.
Page 3.

Sports

Opinion

dents down to the Old Cafeteria in order to help wrap
presents.
One positive effect of students having personal devices
at SLUH could be observed
in the Adopt-A-Family drive
this year. During homeroom,
students were told to take out
their iPads in order to sign up
to bring in items for the drive
on the Sign Up Genius website.
“In Sign Up Genius,
things were signed up faster
than ever before,” said Anzalone. “That was really encouraging from the get-go.”
Adopting 52 families
and over 200 individuals,
the SLUH Adopt-A-Family
drive has grown significantly
over recent years. Beginning
with a student holiday tradition sponsored by individual
homerooms adopting families on their own, students
had been donating Christmas
presents to families well before the first official Campus
Ministry
Adopt-A-Family
drive.
Thanks to school-wide
participation as well as a more
efficient sign-up process, the
SLUH families filled nearly all
of the requested items on Sign
Up Genius. This is a refreshing change from years past, in
which SLUH struggled much
more to fulfill the requests of
each family.
“In the end, we only had
to shop for about 40 items,”
said Anzalone. “That might
sound like a lot, but it’s been

Top Seed Tourney tumble
Racquetball finished second in
the Top Seed Tournament as it
suffered its first loss of the season. Page 6.

elected into CMN. Brock,
who’s been cancer free now
for seven years, has worked
with CMN for 11 years as a
Miracle Ambassador to help
fundraise, but his involvement didn’t become a large
part of his life until recently.
“I was already involved
but it didn’t mean anything to
me,” said Brock. “It wasn’t until freshman year that I started to find out who I was and
develop a passion for others.”

continued on page 5
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Henken scores goal in OT, senior MVPs overcome juniors in bashball finals

photo| Brendan Voigt

Senior Paul Henken celebrating with teammates on the court after scoring the game winning goal in overtime Thursday.
BY John Burke and Stephen Ocampo
REPORTERS

A

fter weeks of nervous
anticipation,
bashball
fanatics across the globe were
finally able to quench their
thirst with the commencement of a spicy intramural
All-Star bashball Championship, held yesterday in the
Danis Field House. The Senior All-Stars defeated the Junior All-Stars in overtime.
The All-Star bashball
games are a new feature to

intramurals this year, an idea
developed by seniors Sam
Perry and Joe Zoellner along
with intramural moderator
Patrick Zarrick. The games
were set up as a tournament,
with the winners of the underclassmen facing the Junior
All-Star team, and the winners of that game facing the
seniors, the regular season
Intramural bashball champions, in the finals.“There was a
lot of student response to another tournament … and we
thought ‘How can we show-

case some of the great players
and great play that we’ve seen
this fall?’ And the idea came
up for these All-Star games,”
said Zarrick.
“The biggest challenge,
as you might guess, was picking the teams,” said Zarrick.
Eventually, it was decided that two representatives
from each homeroom would
compete, voted upon by their
classmates.
On Monday during activity period, the Sophomore
All-Stars battled the Fresh-

Wilhelm, ’72, receives alumni service award

Artwork| Joe Fentress
BY Sam Chechik
CORE STAFF

P

resident David Laughlin
gave the Reverend John
J. Divine, S.J., Award to Mark
Wilhelm, ’72, this past Sunday, Dec. 6, at the quarterly
Alumni Board of Directors
meeting.
Established in 1974, the
award is presented to “an outstanding alumnus in recognition of his dedicated service
to St. Louis University High
School,” according to the
school’s website. Its namesake
was the alumni board’s director and chaplain. Divine, S.J.,
founded the alumni board
in 1947, and before that, he
worked to keep the communication between SLUH and
the alumni serving in World
War II.
“Honestly, it’s something
we need to do with greater
frequency,” said Laughlin. “In
some ways, when you look at
all of the good alumni that we
have that provide such great
service to the school, there
could be many, many recipients.”
Wilhelm has contributed
generous amounts—in time,
talent, and treasure—to the
school since his graduation in

1972. Since his son, Nick, ’07,
went to SLUH, “it ramped up
my involvement a little bit,”
according to Wilhelm. His
father, George, ’35, also went
there. While here, he was involved in swimming and water polo, and while his son
was here, he went on spring
break service trips with Campus Ministry.
“The number one reason (that I give back) is that
(SLUH) was huge part of my
life in a very formative stage
of my life,” said Wilhelm. “Because of the neighborhood I
grew up with and the people
I grew up with, I could have
followed a much different
path, and because I went to
St. Louis U. High, I was put on
the right path academically,
spiritually, and morally.”
As the Chief Executive
Officer of Safety National Insurance, Wilhelm has brought
his business experience to
SLUH through a variety of
outlets.
Wilhelm is currently a
member of multiple SLUH
boards. He is on the Board
of Trustees and the Endowment Investment Committee. In the past, he has served
on the Budget and Finance
Committee and the Executive
Committee, was the co-chair
of SLUH’s strategic planning
process Imagining 18, and has
been the vice chair and chair
of the Board of Directors. He
also has helped with annual
funds, phone-a-thons, and reunion coordination.
“His service to the school
spans literally a couple of decades of everything from education to counseling to faith
and service to generous support,” said Laughlin. “I think

it’s easy when you look at Mr.
Wilhelm’s bullet-points of the
type of time and commitment
he’s given to the school. His
deserving this recognition,
something I knew he would
never seek, is pretty clear.”
In his time involved with
SLUH, Wilhelm has traveled across the country to
meet with the Society of Jesus. He’s been to California,
Arizona, Denver, Florida, and
even Puerto Rico on trips for
SLUH, and he’s held alumni
events at his home and out of
town with his wife, Debbie.
“It’s one thing for me to
be devoted to this school, but
for her to become so passionate about the mission of St.
Louis U. High, I think has
been the thing that’s been
most rewarding for me,” said
Wilhelm.
Debbie was a big part of
Wilhelm’s involvement, as she
both inspired him and got involved in SLUH through one
of the largest alumni events
it offers—Cashbah. Debbie
was the co-chair, and besides
Cashbah, Wilhelm has also
been president of the Father’s
Club, involved in service projects and counseling programs
as well. He and his wife have
donated over $1 million of
gifts in support of SLUH, and
he currently is helping with
the silent phase of SLUH’s
“Go Forth” campaign.
“I was overwhelmed by
the award, and really by the
audience that was there when
I received it,” said Wilhelm.
“I could just see on the audience’s faces the appreciation
they felt for the things I’ve
done, and that was really
neat.”

man All-Stars in an epic overtime match to move onto the
semifinals. A strong three
goals by sophomore Kam
Bowdry from homeroom
M201, including the gamewinning bash in overtime,
propelled the sophomores to a
7-5 victory over the freshmen,
who were led by three-goalscorer Joey Lally.
The sophomores played
the juniors on Wednesday
during activity period in another overtime thriller to
decide who went on to the

championship game against
the seniors. Both teams showcased their talent with their
strong, fast-paced play that
ended in a 2-2 tie after regulation, with Bowdry adding another two goals for the sophomores.
During overtime, both
teams came out with guns
blazing, continuing where
they left off with their high
tempo play. Although both
teams played hard, junior B.J.
Wilson led his team to triumph over the sophomores
with his late game-winning
goal, devastating the sophomores as the juniors headed
to the championship match
against the seniors with the
3-2 victory.
On Thursday, the bashball All-Star game finals
were held, pitting the juniors
against the eventually victorious seniors in a match that led
to yet another overtime. Both
teams came to win and Junior
Tony Adams sparked his team
with a quick bash, giving the
juniors an early lead that lasted most of the game.
However, the hungry
seniors couldn’t be tamed as
senior Cameron Gunn tied
the game up with a bash late
in the fourth quarter, forcing
overtime.
In overtime, both teams
left it all on the floor with
their passionate play, but the
seniors eventually prevailed
as senior Paul Henken scored

the game-winning goal for the
3-2 victory.
The All-Star games
capped off a historic semester-long season of bashball.
“This year’s participation numbers were higher all
across the board,” said Zarrick, “(This year) would be
hard to beat. The level of competition, the quality of play,
the excitement were all at a
very high level.”
This year, students offered tremendous support
for the games, with student
volunteers refereeing, taking
pictures, and even filming
the games for highlight reels.
Student turnout to watch the
games was also higher, leading to more intense play and
more excitement within the
games.
In the future, Zarrick
wants to try to bring even
more excitement to the games
by lining up the championships with all-school events,
such as before a dance or during Mission Week.
“Maybe it becomes
where the grand championship event takes place on a
Friday night before a mixer
or something like that, where
there are a lot of students
around, and there can be a
barbecue beforehand,” said
Zarrick. “But we haven’t gotten to that point yet.”

APES students turned matchmakers
in hatchery experiment
BY Connor FitzGerald
NEWS EDITOR

T

he AP Environmental
Science (APES) classroom, S204 became a little bit
more self-sustaining on Tuesday by starting a tilapia hatchery. During the class, students
removed fish from the aquaponics tank, determined their
sexes, and judging by looks,
selected the best-looking
male and the four best looking females to breed new fish.
Since the installation of
the aquaponics system three
years ago, environmental science teacher Bill Anderson
has aimed to install a hatchery in the room in order to
support the system indefinitely. An aquaponics system
is a man-made ecosystem that
contains three main elements:
fish in a tank, microbes to
break down fish waste into
fertilizer, and plants that use
the fertilizer and clean the
water that is pumped from
the tank before it enters again.
“It’s a new and different
kind of experiment and experience for our students,” said
Anderson. “It’s not something
students will find anywhere
else.”
Joined by principal John
Moran and assistant principal for mission Jim Linhares,
the students watched a short
video on how to properly sex
fish upon entering the class.
While holding the fish firmly,
students placed a small drop
of green food coloring on its
underside and compared the
fish to pictures that showed
the students whether the fish
was male or female.
“I thought it went really

photo| Connor FitzGerald

Seniors Ty Frederking, John Schwartz, and Justice Binder
determining the sex of a fish.

well,” said Anderson. “The
biggest challenge was catching the fish in the tank, and
part of that is they’re really
fast and the tank is round, so
you can’t corner them, but
other than that I think it went
well. I didn’t get to watch (the
students) determine the sex,
so I missed that part of the
experience … Hopefully we
were accurate enough to get a
breeding colony that will actually breed.”
Once the fish were sexed,
the students, along with Anderson, selected the five most
handsome (four females, one
male) fish to be placed in the
brood tank, which is adapted
to hold the fish.
“Well, a nice jaw line is
what we’re looking for,” said
senior Justin Martin. “One of
the fish got dropped on the
floor and probably had his jaw
snapped because of it, so he
was definitely not in the running for the best male suitor.”
The male has a “cave,” an
unused planting pot, while
the women’s caves are PVC

pipes stacked on top of each
other. The caves are supposed
to offer the fish a home to
themselves where they can
place their eggs and reside.
Anderson hopes that the
project will eventually allow
some fish to be eaten while
enough fish from the hatchery can replace them. He also
wants to be a model for other
schools with similar interest.
The fish that were not
chosen to be placed in the
brood tank were returned to
the aquaponics tank to grow
until they are large enough to
be eaten. As of right now, it is
unclear when, and if, the fish
will breed and the eggs will
hatch and grow into fish.
The aquaponics system
has been nearly devoid of
problems since a water pump
malfunction a few years ago
that resulted in the death of
many of the fish. There is currently one fully-grown fish
remaining from the original
group placed in the system
three years ago.
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Commentary
Serving with presence: closing the gaps
BY Ethan McIntyre
FEATURES EDITOR

I

t’s that time of year again:
giving trees in the local
parishes, canned good drives
at the movie theater for free
tickets to a show, and here at
SLUH, the annual Adopt-AFamily drive.
For most of us, things
like the Drive for the Homeless, CSP Food Drive, or the
Adopt-A-Family drive are
something that we do without
a second thought—we lug the
required items up to school
one morning, not thinking
about it beforehand and not
giving it a second thought
after they are delivered to the
old cafeteria. For some of us,
our parents handle the entire
process from beginning to
end.
These drives are really
important to the local community, which is why allowing
the parents to do all the work
is usually the best way to make
sure all of the items are accounted for. Adopt-A-Famliy
alone delivers cars full of presents to 52 local families. This
means that as long as the quotas are fulfilled, everyone feels
pretty good about what they
accomplished. I too, feel good
about myself when I hear
about all of the people SLUH
is helping this holiday season.

Recently, though, I had
a realization that may have
changed the way I see service
at SLUH. In working as the liaison between The Prep News
and the Adopt-A-Family
drive, I had a unique opportunity to visit St. Francis Community Services Southside
Center, the organization that
our Adopt-A-Family drive
supports.
The Center held a Christmas party for their families
last Friday night. Similar to
any holiday party, there were
kids caroling, food for everyone, and the excited chatter of
families waiting in line to see
Santa. The difference for me,
however, was that the song
was “Feliz Navidad,” the food
was authentic Mexican cuisine, and the excited chatter
was in Spanish.
Throughout the night, I
was blessed with the opportunity to talk to two families—one of whom spoke
good English and one I could
only communicate with using my broken Spanish. These
families, through their spoken
words, smiles, and understanding nods, were able to
show me a side of service ican
miss in massive school-wide
service opportunities like
food or clothing drives.

ACROSS
(NUMBERS LOCATED IN TOP LEFT)
1. Instrument closely related
to the flute.
2. James Bond’s career
3. The Diamond______ are
located in Phoenix, Arizona.
4. “That’s gonna ____ you.”		
5. A used Kleenex contents.
6. Han’s last name in Star
Wars.
7. Texas
8. Event where animal lovers
can show off their teaching
skills.
9. _ _ time, all the time.
10. The sale that tends to be
cheaper.
11. A word indicating pain.
12. 2012 sci-fi action film
about time travel, starring Joseph Gordon-Levitt.
13. As American as apple-_ _
_.
14. Rae _____ is a popular rap
duo.
15. All the good hotels have
one.
16. One if by day, two if by
night.
17. TV show about Rachel
Berry and Finn Hudson.
18. Used to fix writing mistakes.
19. The pinnacle of luxury in
the lawn care world.
20. “Stop! ____! and Listen!”
21. Chris Daughtry’s most

popular song.
22. ____ of the Rings.
23. Beat Navy!
24. Bowling Alley’s are separated into many...
25. Dwyane ____ is famous
for goldfish and basketball.
26. The ending of A&P, some
say.
27. Leonard Fournette hasn’t
been enough to stop the Tigers from dropping 2 straight
games.
28. “Empire State of Mind”
29. “Put yer _____ where yer
mouth is.”
30. “_ _ _ _ _ _ enal” means
remarkable or extraordinary;
also the name of an Eminem
song.
31. Bill Withers suggests
you do this when you’re not
strong.
32. Kindergarten cuss word.
33. Host of the 2016 Summer
Olympics.
34. Pronoun used for a male.
35. A Ying’s counterpart
36. Used to write messages in
the sky.
37. Brand of hot sauce advertised by a rooster. (_ _ _ _ a _
_ _)
38. Another term for gender.
39. The far end of the swimming pool tends to be...

CORRECTION
In last week’s issue of the Prep News in the article “No-Shave November,” we stated that John Keil
won the contest. He graduated in 2013; it was his
younger brother, Alec Keil, who won the contest.
We regret this error.

With one specific family that SLUH adopted this
year, I was only able to talk
in Spanish, so I could only
say simple sentences and ask
easy questions. Quickly, the
conversation broke down
without an interpreter there
to help me, but one of the employees noticed my difficulty
and stepped in to explain why
some crazy gringo was talking
to her in broken Spanish. She
smiled and nodded and even
allowed me to take a picture of
her with her family in front of
a Christmas tree. Using Spanish, she was even able to tell
me how she had been living in
St. Louis for a decade without
being able to speak English,
yet she managed to support
three children. Posing with
her children and Santa Claus
himself, though, she smiled
proudly.
At first, the conversation
frustrated me because I felt
that I had failed to make her
understand why I was there,
and I nearly left feeling let
down. Then, on my way out,
a Southside volunteer told me
how much my presence meant
to the people I had talked to
even if they couldn’t all understand me. And for the first
time that night, I was glad I
came.

continued on page 8
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my SLUH love gave to me

12 glowing iPads

9 cheesy pancakes

11 football players

8 A+ essays

3

10 boucing bashballs

7 backstroke swimmers

6 English horns

5 de-mer-its

4 Latin words

3 racquetballs

2 commentators

and a Jr. Bill in a Santa hat

cartoon | Will Kramer, Paul Anthony

This cartoon does not necessarily reflect the views of the Prep News or SLUH.

Down
(NUMBERS LOCATED IN TOP RIGHT)
1. Prefix for -pus.
2. He sees you when you’re
sleeping.
3. Tarzan’s mom is an…
4. The type of office where you
buy your tickets.
5. Operating System.
6. A holy expedition or journey.
7. “_ _ phone home”.
8. Arguably the trashiest
genre of TV.
9. Your grandpa’s favorite radio station.
10. Not necessarily everyone’s
favorite class in grade school.
11. _____ declassified school
survival guide.

12. Ice Cream Shops measure
by these.
13. A fancy beer glass.
14. The hole in the operation.
15. Where you go to buy everything (broad answer).
16. ______ Ryan was the first
major league baseball player
to have his number retired for
three different teams.
17. used to take down trees.
18. It’s easier than you realize.
19. up to 3 years in prison
20. Cat’s favorite toy
21. “_ _ boy!”
22. ROY G. BIV
23. “There’s a _____ coming,
Harry.”

24. “Red ____, Red ____.”
25. you win some, you ____
some.
26. “Everything is _______.”
27. Early _____; one up with
the sun.
28. ______ Arc.
29. A military man.
30. You’re a saint or a _______.
31. Legendary singer from
Dublin.
32. Highest paid employee
33. “You can call me _ _ .”
34. A military mission is
known as a...
35. _____ and steady wins the
race.
36. L _ _ _ _ _ SK _ _ _ _ _ cre-

ated the songs “Free Bird” and
“Simple Man”.
37. What your mom cuts out
of magazines.
38. Kid’s dread giving _ _ _ _
presentations in class.
39. ____ Windu
40. G _ _ metry deals with
shapes.
41. What are the ____?
42. _ _ _ _ duanna was the
daughter of King Sargon of
Akkad
43. The original consulting
detective
44. Abbreviation for the group
Greece may leave soon.
45. Jeans and baby clothing.
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NHS activity period teacher karaoke

English teacher Chuck Hussung
“Please, Please, Please” by The Smiths
English teachers Barbara Osburg and John Kavanaugh
“Sweet Caroline” by Neil Diamond
Theology teacher Danielle Harrison and English teacher Adam Cruz
“Hello” by Adele
English teeacher David Callon and math teacher Dan Schuler
”Fight Song” by Rachel Platten
President David Laughlin
“Jingle Bell Rock” (sing-along)
photo | Mr. Yude Huang

Places With Trees:

Christmas Letters with
Jesuit School in Taiwan

Commons (8)
Main Office (1)
Third Floor (2)
Art Wing (1)
Theater (6)
Danis Lobby (1)
Campus Ministry (Banner)
Gadfly Lab (1)
Library (2)
Fr. Marco’s Office (1)
Field House (3)
Switchboard (3)

The Chinese III class exchanged Christmas cards with ten students from St. Ignatius High School in Taipei, Taiwan. Chinese teacher Yude Huang reached out to the
school through the online network of Jesuit
institutions, Educate Magis.

Total (29+banner)
Places With Wreaths:
Campus Ministry (2)
Mr. Wehner’s Room (1)
Chapel (1)
Total (4)

photos | Ethan McIntyre and Aidan Moore

Casey builds book tree

Stahl is Santa, for a day

BY Liam
STAFF

BY Jimmy
STAFF

C

Connolly

hristmas cheer manifests itself in many ways
around the halls of St. Louis
U. High, and it is especially
evident in the work of librarian Lynne Casey, who helps
brighten the atmosphere of
SLUH’s Robinson Library
with festive snowflakes, paper chains, and folded book
sculptures. Most notable
of these decorations is the
Christmas tree towards the
entrance of the library, which,
standing six feet tall and made
from 208 green and red hardcover books, is quite an amazing arts and crafts feat.
This year was Casey’s
third year building the tree
in the library with books she
had kept from the selections
that have been taken off the
shelves in recent years. The
books are among those that
were checked out least frequently from the library,
including obscure and little
used books like Horizon Book
of Railways, Magill’s Survey
of Cinema, Atlas of the Bible,
Half Horse, Half Alligator, and
an assortment of about 25 volumes of The New York Times
Index from the 80’s and 90’s.
“The ones that we’re dis-

carding that we’re pretty sure
nobody wants for anything.
Those are the ones that we
use,” said Casey.
Casey rebuilt the tree
twice, after she made the base
too big the first time.
“I don’t take notes from
year to year,” said Casey. “I
just try to remember what I’ve
done.”
The second rebuild came
after an Oral Communications free period on Tuesday,
Dec. 1, when some sophomores were admiring the tree
and several books were kicked
out from the bottom of the
tree.
“I don’t know if it was
malicious or not, but two of
the big red books were kicked
out from the bottom,” said
Casey.
Worried about the stability of the tree, Casey asked
some work grant students to
rebuild the top of the tree.
They took the tree down about
halfway, but the base was still
too big. With the help of Mr.
Nunziante and three students,
freshmen Sean O’Brien and
Jacob Schneider, and junior
Robert
Coleman-Grayson,
Casey rebuilt the tree to its
current glory.

S

Trees, trees, trees
BY Ethan McIntyre
FEATURES EDITOR

C

hristmas at St. Louis U.
High is truly beautiful
thanks to the lavish amount of
Christmas trees filling every
corner of the school. A team
of Prep News investigators
collected data on the trees this
week, counting 29 in total, all
but one artificial.
Besides the 29 full trees
set up in the library, the
Commons, the Field House,
and even in the third floor
administration offices, there
were also hundreds of various
Christmas decorations. There
are also four advent wreaths
in the building, two of which

are set up in Campus Ministry. Campus Ministry had no
trees and only one banner
with a tree on it.
The most iconic and
ironic tree was easily the
shiny purple Christmas tree
set up in the world famous
Gadlab. The tree appears to be
an act of defiance towards the
wise words of Lawrence Ferlinghetti in his piece “Christ
Came Down,” read by senior
Ryan Hopkins in the Fine
Arts assembly last Friday.
No reports have been
made on whether “Christ
climbed down from His bare
tree” to run from the purple,
plastic Gadtree yet.

Bricker

anta came to town early
this year in the form of a
defensive tackle to bring joy
to the little girls and boys of
the SLUH faculty.
Burly ole Saint Nick’s
journey wasn’t all sugarplums
and candied nuts, though.
Senior Chris Stahl, a.k.a Kris
Kringle, was originally supposed to do the Loyola Christmas party with the President’s
Ambassadors. Principal John
Moran had his own plans,
though.
In a scene that this reporter imagines went something like Mariah Carey’s
music video “All I Want for
Christmas is You,” Moran
asked Stahl to be Santa. Stahl
agreed, and was transformed
by theatre teacher Kathryn

Whittaker. Marcy Hannick,
senior at St. Joseph’s Academy,
played the role of Mrs. Claus.
The job description was
pretty simple.
“(You’ve got to) sit there
and be jolly, which is easy,”
said Stahl, who’s known by his
classmates as a cheery guy.
Some sacrifices were
made, though. Stahl had to
wear copious amounts of
makeup, which he wasn’t particularly fond of.
“They put makeup on
(me), which is the part I didn’t
really like,” said Stahl. “But
you’ve got to do it for the children.”
Stahl was the second—
after Peter Lynas, ’15—to put
on the performance. Before,
in the days of lore, theatre
director Joe Schulte held the
Naughty and Nice lists.
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CMN is a national network that supports Children’s
hospitals. The St. Louis office donates all of its money
for Children’s Hospital and
Cardinal Glennon. CMN’s
St. Louis branch hosts events
year round. Its largest of event
of the year, the Dance Marathon, raised $205,000. There
are four Dance Marathons
per year in the St. Louis area.
Though each is sponsored by
CMN, the students from local
colleges and high schools organize the events.
At events like these Brock
and his family give a ten-to
15-minute speech about their
experience of CMN’s and
Children’s Hospital’s generosity.
“I just share my experience of going through cancer
treatments to try to inspire
other people to donate money based on what I’ve been
through and get an understanding of the experience
that children go through,” said
Brock.

Brock’s parents also share
their experience, which Brock
thinks is just as important for
potential investors. Since he
was only four when his experience started, his parents had
a better grasp on what was
happening at first.
“Most of the kids are so
young that they can’t comprehend what happened, so
to hear what the family went
through is inspiring,” said
Brock.
CMN has provided an

“It wasn’t until
freshman year
that I started to
find out who I
was and develop
a passion for
others.”
outlet for Brock to channel his
inspiration to others who can
help children facing the issues
he once did. CMN allows him
to tell his story to people who

can donate money.
“I’m there to be a sign and
a symbol of what the hospital
can do,” said Brock. “I’m able
to show people living proof of
what their money is doing.”
Brock wanted to extend
the fundraising to SLUH this
year, so he tried to organize
a team with the help of ASC
math teacher Steve Deves,
’11, and ASC physics teacher
Bradley Mueller, but because
so many students want to
have fundraisers, he had difficulties. Since NHS had yet
to find a charity to donate the
proceeds for karaoke to, Brock
reached out to them and they
found a solution in each other.
“I originally tried to do
my own stuff, like a dress
down day, but that didn’t
work,” said Brock. “(Karaoke)
was a way to reach out to faculty and get the ball rolling on
a fundraiser.”
The teacher karaoke is
during activity period today.
Eight teachers will do their
best to wow the crowds of students in the Commons. The

Fink thinks of Polar Express
addition to assembly
(continued from page 1)

playing with dancers, because
dancers really count on the
the tempo and the rhythm,”
Fink added.
The atmosphere of the
assembly also differs from the
traditional concerts considerably, which is something that
is constantly taken into consideration by the Fine Arts
teachers.
“It is radically different,”
said Anzalone. “When you
have an audience of parents

… they aren’t skeptical, they’re
pretty much giant cheerleaders. The student body, some
of them are new to a theater
environment. … You never really know what to expect.”
However, despite the
piece’s success and positive reception, a piece of this caliber
is unlikely to be performed every year, due to the extra work
and scheduling, as well as its
unique student-run nature.
Although Fink and the
Fine Arts department encoun-

tered numerous roadblocks
on the way, he forgot about
them as soon as the piece was
performed in front of the student body.
“It was amazing… Everything looked great, everything
sounded great,” Fink said.
“And part of the time while I
was playing, I was watching
the dancers, and the choreography was just incredible. It
looked good, and it sounded
good.”

winner(s) will be decided by
which singer or pair raises the
most money, all of which will
go toward CMN.
Brock’s journey began in
2002 when he was diagnosed
with stage four rhabdomyosarcoma—meaning he had tumors in multiple locations of
the body—at the age of four.
Through chemotherapy,
radiation, surgery, and other
treatments Brock rid himself
of the cancer for five years
until 2007 when he was diagnosed with stage two—tumors
in one location—rhabdomyosarcoma.
Through more of the
same treatments he again became cancer-free, but he was
diagnosed with thyroid cancer two years later. Doctors
told Brock that this cancer
was a result of the treatments
he had already gone through
during the first two bouts with
cancer.
“I personally understand
what it’s like to be in the hospital and not know what tomorrow is going to bring and
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Students holding cards designating the amount of money raised
for last year’s Dance Marathon.

not understand what’s happening to you,” said Brock. “I
wanna give those kids that are
in the hospitals the chance to
have a childhood and do the
things that I’ve been so lucky
to do.”
In 2014 Brock was asked
by Children’s Hospital to be in
one of their commercials as a
part of their new campaign,
#inspiredbykids. For the commercial, Brock wrote a letter
to a younger cancer patient

at the hospital who was going
through an experience similar
to his. A segment of the article
featured him reading a section of the letter and another
featured the younger patient
reading the letter as well.
“The commercial said
#inspiredbykids, which is
what it’s all about, showing
people that their money is
actually going towards giving
kids a childhood,” said Brock.

Adopt-A-Family beats out last
year’s drive

photo | Ethan McIntyre

A family supported by the Adopt-A-Family Drive.

(continued from page 1)

200 items in the past.”
With all of the items now
accounted for and a majority
of the gifts already wrapped,
the only remaining task is to
deliver the items to St. Francis
Community Services Southside Center. As opposed to

past years when presents were
sometimes delivered directly
to the homes of the family,
all gifts will be delivered to
Southside in order in order
to respect the privacy of the
families as well as make sure
that all the families get their
deliveries at the same time.

The final loading and delivering of presents will occur
this afternoon. Students still
interested in helping out with
the delivery are invited to sign
up to deliver, or just show
up to the Old Cafeteria after
school.

Scholar Bowl ends season at Districts
In a fast-paced District Tournament tonight, the SLUH Scholar Bowl teams
ended their season with a bittersweet taste in their mouths. SLUH Varsity A took
fourth place, SLUH Varsity B ended in fifth, and SLUH JV, while doing well, also
failed to advance to Sectionals. Despite the respectable placements, the team was left
with a sense of disappointment with all the hype surrounding the regular season.
Sophomore Joe Hillmeyer on the saxophone.
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Tatum, Chaminade end basketball’s four-game win streak
BY Keith Thomas
SPORTS EDITOR

A

fter winning four straight
games and collecting a
tournament title, the St. Louis
U. High basketball team was
rolling. However, the Jr. Bills
were stopped dead in their
tracks on Wednesday by the
Red Devils of Chaminade,
who defeated SLUH handily
by a score of 87-67 to bring
the Jr. Bills’ record to 4-2.
Last week, the Jr. Billikens took to the court one
more time in Pattonville for
the tournament finals against
the host. SLUH sprinted out
to an early lead, going on a
12-2 run in the first three
minutes of the game. The first
quarter set the tone for the Jr.
Billikens, who led at the end
of the quarter 20-7.
The second quarter was
much like the first, with the
Jr. Bills outscoring the Pirates 7-2 in the first 3:30. Big
and-ones from juniors Brent
Smith and Anthony Hughes
helped pad the Jr. Bill lead at
the half to 35-17.
The second half belonged
to SLUH as well, who went on
to win the game and tournament by 22 points, 64-42.
The best aspect of the Jr.
Billikens’ play—an aspect that
seemed relatively dormant
in the first few games—was
the team’s defense. On the
defensive side of the ball,
the Jr. Bills effectively locked
down the Pirates for the entire game; their leading scorer
garnered just 11 points. Despite the dead spots in the
offense at points in the game,
the defense kept the team going strong.
“We have a defensive
mindset, and when that happens, we have all five guys on
the floor and on the bench

locked in,” said head coach
Erwin Claggett. “It really sets
the tone for the way we want
to play.”
In addition to the team’s
defense, senior Matt Nester
put up an impressive 16 point,
six rebound night, while junior standout Brandon McKissic had 13 points and six
assists. The Jr. Bills’ bench
presence was made by junior
Ryan Hebenstreit, who added
two points, seven rebounds,
and a block off of the bench.
The team’s championship victory signaled that
the Jr. Bills are a force to be
reckoned with in the St. Louis
area, and the dominance from
the Pattonville game carried
over into the game against
Oakville.
The matchup against the
Tigers was the first game of
the season in the Danis Field
House, which has been coined
the “Grindhouse on Oakland”
by the players and coaches.
If the first quarter of the
Pattonville game was impressive, the first quarter of the
game against Oakville was
even more spectacular. Right
out of the gate, SLUH went
on a 10-0 run, the highlight
of which came from a smooth
behind-the-back pass from
Nester to junior BJ Wilson for
an electric dunk.
At the end of the first
quarter, SLUH led 26-1.
When SLUH gets a big lead in
the early stages of the game,
it’s hard to stop them.
“I think the guys were really locked in in the Oakville
game,” said Claggett. “Once
the guys got that early lead,
and set the tone of the game,
it was hard for (Oakville) to
keep up.”
The Jr. Bills were playing
their style of game with quick

Junior BJ Wilson against Oakville on Dec. 8.

passing and pounding the ball
down low, slithering around
the helpless Tiger defense for
basket after basket. Junior
Brent Smith led the team
with 14 points and hauled
in four rebounds. Four Jr.
Bills, including Smith, scored
ten or more points against
Oakville. McKissic added 13
while being perfect from the
free-throw line, while Nester
tacked on ten points with
three shots made from threepoint land.
SLUH never looked back
from that early lead, and won
the game 71-38.
“The guards controlled

Wrestling loses captain Trittler at
Parkway South meet
BY Jake Lepak
REPORTER

T

he St. Louis U. High
wrestling team has certainly not slowed down its intensity this week, because by
this weekend, they will have
already wrestled at five different meets.
The SLUH Wrestlebills
had a rough start to the week
when they finished last in the
Parkway South Tournament.
Head coach Jon Ott realizes
that the team is very young,
and needs a lot of experience
wrestling at the varsity level.
“It’s hard to finish in last
place,” said Ott. “But the only
way to get better is to wrestle
a lot of matches. It’s rough because you lose a lot of matches
and it’s not fun, but in my experience, the only way to get
better is to get more wrestling
experience.”
“It was a tough time for

most of us,” said senior captain Henry Mungenast. “I was
placed in a really tough bracket myself, quite a few other
guys were also.”
With exams next week
and so many meets early in
the season, fatigue might be
a factor for the team’s recent
woes. Although Mungenast
is aware of these strains, he
believes that it helps give the
wrestlers the necessary experience they need to perform
well.
“After these two weeks,
we get a little break so it gives
us some time to recollect ourselves and recover after a long
first two weeks,” said Mungenast.
“We need to learn to
overcome the odds,” said
senior Justice Binder when
asked about the future of the
team. “We can’t let ourselves
get in our own heads. The
season is hard on everyone,

especially the new guys, with
exams and all the matches, it
can get pretty overwhelming.”
On Wednesday, the team
faced Hillsboro and Kirkwood in a tri-meet, and, excluding byes in early rounds,
the only sole win came from
Mungenast (170).
The Jr. Bills were not at
full strength this Tuesday, as
they were missing both junior
captain Danny Trittler (152)
and sophomore Buck Chevalier (182), who both suffered
concussions during the Parkway South Tournament last
weekend.
“I’m seeing a doctor on
Friday and hopefully will get
back at it soon,” said a positive
Trittler.
The Jr. Bills will conclude
the second week of competition by wrestling at the Ritenour tournament today and
Saturday.

the tempo and forwards really
ran the floor well,” said Smith.
“I thought we came out and
did exactly what we needed
to.”
The next day was the
most anticipated matchup of
the season thus far, a game
against MCC rival and national powerhouse Chaminade. The Red Devils are
led by Duke recruit Jayson
Tatum, and have only been
beaten once this year, by Oak
Hill (Va.).
The sold-out crowd was
electric for the tipoff, and
the Jr. Bills came out strong
once again. After an and-one
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from Smith and a beautiful
eurostep from McKissic, the
Jr. Bills took an early 6-4 lead.
For most of the game,
Nester was guarded by the
6’9” Tatum, a tough task
for Nester—who is listed at
5’11”—to face. Although Tatum played tough on the ball,
Nester broke through for a
couple great shots, especially
a three-pointer after crossing
Tatum over in the first quarter. At the end of the first, the
Jr. Bills trailed by only three
points at 21-18, but giving
up 21 in the opening quarter is too much, according to
Claggett.

“I just don’t think our defense was where it needed to
be throughout the game,” said
Claggett. “Even though we
scored a bunch, they scored a
bunch in the first quarter.”
The second quarter was
similar to the first in that
both teams were making
shots all around the court.
The Jr. Bills were lights out
from three-point range in the
second, most notably from
Matt Leritz, one of the team’s
specialists beyond the arc.
Leritz knocked down a three
halfway through the quarter
which kept Chaminade from
extending their 34-23 lead.
“I think the last two,
two-and-a-half minutes in the
second quarter, we gave up
some really easy points,” said
Claggett. “Then they were
able to gain on their lead.”
After Leritz’s three,
SLUH gained some momentum and moved the ball well
while trying to guard Chaminade’s lightning-fast offense,
and went into the locker room
at half down 43-34.
Unfortunately for SLUH,
the Jr. Bills weren’t making
shots early in the second half,
and fell behind Chaminade,
a team that was consistent all
game long. With 4:45 left in
the third quarter, the Jr. Bills
fell behind by 17 points, an
incredibly tough hole to crawl
out of against a nationallyranked team.
“Once we started to let
them score in transition without stopping them, it got out
of our control,” said Smith.
The Jr. Bills were also
hampered by foul trouble
from the team’s two best defenders, Wilson and senior
David Jackson. After the two
had to be subbed out when

continued on page 7

Raquetball suffers first loss at
the hands of Lafayette
Andrew Modder
REPORTER

T

his past weekend, the
St. Louis U. High varsity
racquetball team lost its first
event of the season, the Top
Seed Tournament, finishing
second to Lafayette.
As the tournament name
indicates, the Top Seed Tournament is only played by the
top three seeds from each
participating school, and this
year three brackets of eight
players were formed for each
seed.
SLUH’s participants were
junior Chris Schulze as the
top seed, senior Tim Juergens
as the No. 2 seed, and senior
John Correa as the No. 3 seed.
Schulze also was the tournament’s overall top seed.
Schulze started his journey in the round of 16 against
the No. 8 seed, Ben Krapu of
Lindbergh, whom he beat eas-

ily 15-10, 15-3.
“I didn’t play very well
at all,” said Schulze. “It was
a very early match and I was
tired.”
Schulze moved on from
that disappointment to face
Lafayette No. 1 seed Theuns
Gerber, whom Schulze had
beaten just four days earlier.
“I was worried that if
I played bad again I would
lose my next match,” said
Schulze. “But I controlled the
game and had a good overall
match.”
Schulze beat Gerber 152, 15-13, moving him on to
to the finals to face off against
Kirkwood No. 1 seed John
Dowell, whom he had already
beaten two times earlier in
the season, one of them in the
Winter Rollout championship.
“This was the best match
I’ve had against him,” said

Schulze in reaction to his
15-7, 15-8 title victory which
gave him his second victory in
a large tournament this year.
In the second bracket,
Juergens looked to add on
to Schulze’s victory by winning his bracket. As the No. 3
seed in the bracket, he began
against Parkway West’s No. 2
seed Marc Dougherty, whom
he dominated 15-4, 15-5.
Again Kirkwood’s J.T.
Westcott, whom he had lost
to 14-15, 14-15 in a regular
season match, Juergens won
convincingly by a score of 158, 15-9.
“It was nice to beat him
since I had lost to him earlier,” said Juergens. “Especially
since that loss was so close.”
Juergens went to the
championship with some
newfound confidence, and he
faced off against Lafayette’s
Kyle Westendorf, who had

continued on page 7
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SLUH slashes Ft. Zumwalt West; loses two players to injuries
BY Tim Nile
SPORTS EDITOR

U

nlike last week’s game
against Lafayette, the St.
Louis U. High hockey team
came out with vigor against
Fort Zumwalt West, leading
them to an 8-0 win. However, things took a turn for the
worse when two players were
injured in a club game the
next day.
“We pumped that team
right off the bat,” said senior
captain Connor FitzGerald
of Fort Zumwalt. “We had 19
shots in the first period, they
had one. Coach Fitz said we
needed more and they needed
less. We kept going and we
kept working and we got the
result that we wanted.”
FitzGerald and junior
John Sieckhaus both scored
goals in the first period, leading the offensive charge.
“We came out strong,
contrary to what we had done
against Lafayette,” said head
coach Kevin Fitzpatrick. “We

had everyone going and everyone played well.”
Other offensive highlights from the game came
from junior Liam Knobbe,
who scored off a rebound, senior captain Steve Lockwood
in his first game back from
suspension scoring back to
back goals for the Jr. Bills, and
the fact that the Jr. Bills outshot Fort Zumwalt West 55-11
and ended up winning 8-0.
“We played as a team,”
said senior captain Scotty
Berger. “They had a lot of
fans, we didn’t have any. We
started scoring early and kept
on scoring and by the end of
the game we weren’t allowed
to score anymore, coach said
not to.”
“When the score gets up
to 6, 7 nothing, it’s just not
helping anybody to keep scoring on them,” said Fitzpatrick.
“This was the first scenario
when I asked them not to
score. But it’s working on the
same stuff but the younger

guys get to go have another
shift.”
Despite their emphatic
win over Fort Zumwalt West,
the team was plagued with
injuries this week, and not in
the setting you would think.
Berger and junior Kurt Lindhorst both suffered injuries in
their Chesterfield club game
on Sunday afternoon.
“I got hit from one way
and the other way at the same
time and my arm crunched in
between,” said Berger.
Berger broke his left arm
and is in a cast. He is expected
to get the cast off on Dec. 28
and may be able to play in a
brace. Berger will be back
skating with the team sometime next week. As far as leadership on the ice, Berger isn’t
worried.
“We’ve got three other
captains who are really good
and we just have a lot of leaders on the team who don’t
even have letters on their jacket,” said Berger. “I think we

have a really good team who
will battle back. We’re a good
team, we back each other up
really well.”
In the period before
Berger injured his arm, Lindhorst went down.
“I went down on my
right knee to block a shot and
felt a pop,” said Lindhorst. “I
tried to get up and skate to
the bench, but as soon as I put
weight on it, my knee just collapsed.”
Lindhorst had an MRI
Thursday afternoon showing
a dislocated patella and a torn
patellar retinaculum. He will
be out about eight weeks while
doing physical therapy.
“It was tough. I was there
for both of their injuries,” said
FitzGerald. “I think our team
has enough talent and enough
work ethic that we will be
able to get through these injuries. But we will for sure miss
them.”
The team is looking for
youth within the program to

fill the gaps that Berger and
Lindhorst will leave.
“Well, we lost two defensemen, and you know it’s
a challenge for us,” said Fitzpatrick. “But it creates opportunities for our kids to step
up and get back in the lineup
and get playing time and situations that they might not get
if Scotty is playing. Unfortunately we deal with injuries
every year. It’s unfortunate for
Scotty and Kurt but we just
expect our guys to step up and
get the job done for us.”
Tonight marks Senior
Night for the Jr. Bill hockey
club. This is the first group of
seniors that Fitzpatrick has
been head of the program for
for all four years. The game is
at 8:00 p.m. at the Grindhouse
on Gravois, Affton Ice Rink,
and the Jr. Bills will be taking
on Lindbergh.

Schulze takes Top Seed title
(continued from page 6)

beat him four days earlier, in
style 15-0, 15-13.
Westendorf beat Juergens
again, this time 15-7, 15-6 to
claim the second bracket title
and give Juergens the runnerup finish.
“Losing to Kyle was a little depressing,” said Juergens.
“But it was more of a learning
experience so I can now figure
out a way to beat him in the
future.”
Correa rounded out the
SLUH team in the third and
final bracket. After a bye on
a no-show forfeit by Chaminade’s Thomas Gamma, Correa needed the tiebreaker to
beat Kirkwood’s No. 4 seed
Brendan Justin, 15-2, 14-15,
11-2.
“My shots were going
great in the first game,” said

Correa. “But in the second
game, he just came back with
a lot more energy and intensity. In the tiebreaker, I calmed
myself down and just tried to
play smart, and I ended up
winning.”
Correa advanced to the
championship to face Lafayette’s No. 3 seed Clay Hallman
for the third time in the past
eight days.
Though Correa had won
the previous two matches,
Hallman won this time, 15-12,
11-15, 11-9.
“We had been understanding each other’s games
as we continued to play each
other,” said Correa. “He tried
to move me around more than
he did before and it worked
for him. But, in the end, you
can’t really be upset with that
kind of loss because we both

played really hard.”
In the overall team standings, SLUH came in second
place out of the eight teams
in the tournament, losing by
25 points to Lafayette. Schulze contributed 90 of SLUH’s
170 points, with Juergens and
Correa each accumulating 40.
However, Lafayette’s victories in the second and third
brackets propelled them past
the Jr. Bills to the overall team
title.
“I think we played pretty
good even though we got second,” said Juergens. “I think it
also makes us more aware of
Lafayette in the future for state
and nationals.”
“Of course we want to
win every tournament, but
there isn’t too much to be angry with in our performance,”
said Correa. “We’re looking

7

Basketball’s
record sits
at 4-2
(continued from page 6)

getting close to five fouls,
Chaminade took over offensively, utilizing Tatum and
the rest of Chaminade’s frontcourt to string together multiple points.
From then on, the Red
Devils never looked back.
Tatum sent the Chaminade
crowd into a frenzy with
two fast-break dunks and a
professional-looking
stepback three-pointer to stretch
Chaminade’s lead, and the
Jr. Bills fell 87-67. Tatum
finished with an “average”
32-point performance—right
at his 31.8 points per game
average.
Although the Jr. Billikens
took their second MCC loss
this year, the team played relatively well, despite the holes
in SLUH’s defense. The duo
of McKissic and Nester finished with 21 points and four
rebounds apiece, and together
combined for nine assists. Leritz was the team’s sixth man,
leading the team off of the
bench with ten points. Chaminade effectively shut down
Wilson and Smith, SLUH’s
big men, holding the two to a
combined four points.
“I think we didn’t match
their intensity,” said Smith.
“Brandon and Matt were what
was keeping us somewhat in
the game.”
The Jr. Bills hit the court
again tomorrow against Van
Buren (Ark.) in the Ozark
Shootout at 3:30 p.m. The
game will be played at Glendale High School, in Springfield, Mo.
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—Underclassmen Sports Briefs—
B Basketball (3-3)

Key quote: “I’m Hungry,” said
freshman Christian Wallace
12/7/15
Hughes
SLUH 		
35
Key stat: The entire SLUH B
Lafayette
40
Team got a chance to project
Key quote: “We got it, we their skills by the end of the
know what we need to do now,” game.

Key quote: “We definitely
have things we need to work
on but we’ve been fortunate to
take advantage of some good
fast break opportunities,” said
head coach Sterling Brown.
Key stat: Carter Kane led the
said freshman Austin Sextonteam with 11 points.
Warner. “We’re gonna come Next
contest:
12/11/15 Next contest: 12/18 vs. De
together and play our hardest Northwest Tournament
Smet
to the finish and I bet we will
win more than lose, everybody
shake this loss off and let’s do
like Billy said and get a streak
going.”
Key stat: At half time, SLUH
was down 20 points but came
within 5 points of tying Lafayette by the end of the game.

12/8/15
SLUH 		
64
Desoto 		
30
Key quote: “Overall great
team win,” said freshman Paul
Reddy. “I’m just out there doing my job, not trying to do
too much.”
Key stat: Freshmen Christian
Wallace Hughes continued his
dominance on the court as he
exposed Desoto’s defense.
12/9/15
SLUH 		
Oakville 		

50
17

C White basketball (5-3)
12/4/15 - Timberland Tournament
SLUH 		
39
Columbia Rock Bridge 58
Key stat: The Jr. Bills placed
second overall in the tournament to start off their season.
12/9/15
SLUH
53
Lafayette
22
Key quote: “The guys are
starting to understand everything, which is great to
see,” said head coach Sterling
Brown.
Key stat: Timothy Heinlein
led the offensive charge with
19 points.
12/10/15
SLUH
Vianney

37
18

Underclassmen Wrestling

12-10-15
SLUH
24
Festus		
0
Key stat: Freshmen John Murphy, Thomas Molen, and Jack
Klos all had big pins leading
to the win.
Key quote: “They wrestled
well, but we pulled some
C Blue basketball (6-1)
moves they didn’t know how
to counter,” said Thomas Mo12/5/15 - Webster Groves len.
Tournament
SLUH
42
12-10-15
Ladue 		
55
SLUH 		
0
Key stat: The Jr. Bills finished Pattonville
28
in second place in the tournament.
Next contest - 11/12/15 Ritenour Tournament
12/7/15
SLUH
42
Kirkwood
27
JV White Hockey
Key stat: The Jr. Bills took
down the Kirkwood Pioneers 6/12/15
for the second time this sea- SLUH 			3
son.
Fort Zumwalt West
0
Key stat: Brendan Rasch and
12/9/15
Dylan Bak combine for a
SLUH
49
shutout.
Lafayette
38
Key quote: “Their goalie made
a few good saves but overall
Next contest: 12/11/15 vs. we dominated for most of the
Oakville
game,” said Joseph Koetting.

Next contest: 12/12/15 @ Key Stat: The team improves
SLUH Blue
to 4-0 after the blowout win.
JV Blue Hockey
6/12/15
SLUH 		
11
Francis Howell 0
Key stat: Jack Kelly finished
off the game with a goal and
three assists.
Key quote: “It wasn’t much
of a challenge… I think that
the key was that we all had a
decent amount of experience,”
said Jack Kelly.

Next Contest: 12/16 vs. Parkway West
JV 2-1 Racquetball
(12/7/15)
SLUH - 		
5
Chaminade 0
Key Stat: Substitute junior
Nathan Inserra wins tightly
contested tiebreaker 11-10 to
boost the team to a sweep.

Next Contest: 12/15/15 vs.
Next contest: 12/12/15 @ CBC
SLUH White
JV 2-2 Racquetball
B Team Hockey
(12/7/15)
12/6/15
SLUH - 3
SLUH: 			7 Chaminade 2
Francis Howell North:
8
Key Stat: Despite the loss, Next Contest: 12/17/15 vs.
SLUH still did a better job in CBC
points, racking up three more
assists, and a total of two more
points.
—Matt Godar, Will Farroll,
Nick Gima, Gabe Lepak, Will
JV 1-1 Racquetball
Smit, and Charlie Mueth.
(12/7/15)
SLUH - 		
Lindbergh -

5
0

8

Prep News

Around the Hallways

Loyola Christmas Party
This past Saturday students from Loyola Academy
came to St. Louis U. High for
the annual Christmas Party. The President’s Ambassadors represented SLUH by
organizing the festivities.
The day started with a
breakfast of donuts and milk
in the Commons then continued into the Field House to
play Christmas games such as
musical chairs, knockout, and
balloon stomp.
The group then continued into the theatre for a lipsync competition. Each year
the Knights of Loyola Academy and the Jr. Bills fight for
the honor of taking home the
Lip-Sync trophy. After SLUH’s
win last year, the Knights
came with a vengeance and
managed to take the trophy.
Following the competition the group went on a
Christmas carolling tour of
SLUH’s campus and watched a
the Circus Club perform.
The group wrapped up
the day with lunch in the
Commons and a presentation
of gifts from SLUH to the students at Loyola.
All School Mass
This past Tuesday the students and faculty gathered in
the Commons to celebrate the
second all school Mass of the
year: the Immaculate Conception of Mary. The school came
together not only for the Advent season, but to also send
off the senior class, who will
be away on their respective
projects during the month of
January.
Jazz Concert

This Thursday, the St.
Louis University High Jazz
Christmas Concert was held
in the Schulte Theater at 7
p.m. The concert featured jazz
music from eight different
musical groups at SLUH. Fundamental (Fun) Band, Jazz II,
and Lab Band started off the
night, featuring a combination
of freshmen and sophomores
playing a few selections that
band program director Jeff
Pottinger picked out over the
semester.
Following the initial
three bands, the next phase of
the concert displayed the talents of the four zero-hour jazz
combos: The Replacements,
Ben-jamin’s, Marky Mark &
the Funky Bunch, and the Fat
Minks. Each combo played
two songs that they had decided on during their class periods before the start of school.
Closing up the night
was Jazz I, with a Thelonious
Monk tune and an arrangement by Matt Fink of the song
“Hot Chocolate” from The Polar Express.
The Spring Band and
Orchestra Concert will occur
May 3, 2016.

I

n Venice, Ill., a town of
roughly 2,000 people, all it
took for Erwin Claggett was
a ball, an iron hoop, and a
net. From there, his road to
local basketball stardom began, taking him through two
NCAA tournament appearances and a stint of professional basketball in Europe.
Now, after years of coaching
and playing, Erwin Claggett
will be inducted into the 2016
Illinois Basketball Coaches
Association (IBCA) Hall of
Fame.
Claggett joins several
others in his induction class,
including former University
of Illinois guard Larry Smith.
The ceremony will be held in
April at Illinois State University in Normal, Ill.
Interestingly, Claggett’s
induction into the IBCA Hall
of Fame this April won’t be
his first induction to a Hall
of Fame. In 2001, Claggett
was inducted into the St.
Louis University Hall of Fame
thanks to his play on the hardwood.
Claggett—the
“Venice
Menace”—started his career
at Venice High School, where
he earned All-State honors.
His greatness became even
more evident at SLU, where he
played from 1991-1995.
While at SLU, Claggett
played as a combo guard,

round tables of the Missouri
Athletic Club before walking
across the street to the Rams
game. Despite the Rams being
mercilessly drubbed by the
Cardinals, the Jr. Billikens and
Daddy Jr. Billikens, still managed to enjoy themselves.
“Breakfast at the Missouri Athletic Club was a nice
time to sit and eat with people
I might not always interact
with. It’s always a good experience to be around the SLUH
community,” said senior Jack
Perryman.
All State Orchestra
Three St. Louis U. High
students were chosen for State
Orchestra and Band this Saturday in Columbia, Mo. Senior Matthew Fink earned
first chair Timpani in AllState Orchestra, third overall
in the state, and also made
fourth chair for snare drum in

concert band; this was Fink’s
fourth audition for state.
Sophomore Joseph Hartung earned second alternate
for jazz trombone in All-State
Orchestra and fifth in the
state, a huge accomplishment
for an underclassman.
Senior Andrew Groesch
was the third of the students
to earn a spot, getting third
alternate for violin
M208 Paint Job
Four
seniors—Dan
Walsh, Chip Austin, Sam
Caldwell, and Scott Vogel—
chose to do a wall painting for
their English project in Mr.
Quinn’s Dante class. The walllong painting is of Dante’s
view of the Heavens. They
started at the beginning of last
week and finished last night.
—Aidan Moore, Nick Messina,
Tim Nile, and Billy Balossi.
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Calendar

Friday, December 11

Schedule R

Adopt-A-Family Delivery to South side
AP

Shakespeare Competition
Teacher Karaoke
Snack—Cinnamon Rolls

Lunch

Special—Pasta Bar
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese

4:00pm

B Basketball @ Northwest Tournament

4:30pm

C Blue Basketball vs. Oakville @ SLUH

8:00pm

V Hockey vs. Lindbergh @ Affton Ice Rink

12:00pm

Dance Tech

3:30pm

V Basketball vs. Van Buren, AR @ Ozark Shootout

5:00pm

Faculty Christmas Party

8:15pm

V Hockey vs. Vianney @ Affton Ice Rink

10:00pm

JV Blue Hockey vs. JV White Hockey @ Affton Ice Rink

Saturday, December 12

Sunday, December 13
4:00pm

Chorus & Dance Concert

7:45pm

JV White Hockey vs. CBC Purple @ Affton Ice Rink

9:00pm

JV Blue Hockey vs. Chaminade @ Affton Ice Rink

Monday, December 14

Half Day

Tuesday, December 15

Exam Schedule

Wednesday, December 16

Exam Schedule

Thursday, December 17

Exam Schedule

9:00pm

V Hockey vs. Timberland @ Affton Ice Rink

Friday, December 18

Father Son Bowling and
Rams
This past weekend, the
Father’s Club kicked off the
Advent season with father-son
bowling and a Rams game.
Bowling at Olivette Lanes was
on Saturday, a fiesta of various Seniors Chip Austin (above) and Dan Walsh stayed past midgames with copious amounts night working on a Dante mural.
photo | Leo Heinz
of food. Although the attendance was significantly lower
than last year’s, it was still a
great event.
The following day the (continued from page 3)
club ate like knights at the
When I talked to a moth- tion of the trip, the conversaer who spoke good English, I tion switched very quickly
came across another frustra- from talking about her to talktion. She has benefitted from ing about me and the SLUH
the drive for the past two community.
years, but had never heard of
It was at this moment,
St. Louis U. High until I ex- one thing became very clear—
switching off between point plained our school and our I was there for me just as
guard and shooting guard. mission. I had this sinking much as I was there for her. As
Claggett was a double-edged feeling that while we pride I told her more about SLUH
sword, nailing shots from ourselves on touching the lives (thanks Mr. Cruz, the tour
three-point land while con- of so many in the community guide manual finally helped
trolling the flow of the game through our CSP program or someone), I thought she was
at point guard.
clothing drives, some people going to break into tears. “I
In 1995, Claggett led still hadn’t heard our message. want my son to be just like you
SLU to an NCAA tournament
However, as the conver- someday,” she said. “I want
berth with an impressive 22-7 sation continued, she spoke him to end up in a place like
record. The Billikens defeated of her hardships, and my frus- SLUH where he is encouraged
the Minnesota Golden Go- trations seemed insignificant to help people.”
phers in the opening round, as compared to the seemHer words blew my
winning 64-61 in overtime. ingly insurmountable chal- mind, especially considering
Claggett scored 16 points in lenges she faced coming to that I didn’t try especially hard
that game, but the excitement the United States eight years on the drive this year. I realfrom the win would only last ago. The main challenge was ized that I may have changed
so long, as the Billikens fell overcoming language barriers. that little boy’s life just because
to current San Antonio Spur This woman’s husband refused suddenly his mom found out
Tim Duncan and the rest of to let her learn English when about SLUH from me attendhis team at Wake Forest, the coming to the United States. ing a simple Christmas party.
top seed in the 1995 tourna- However, her husband left her My presence at the party was
ment.
alone with a young child, self- important for the families, but
After a minor stint of ishly leaving her with nothing, it was even more important to
professional European play, not even her words.
me.
Claggett returned to St. Louis,
With the help of the
The
Adopt-A-Family
teaching social studies and Southside Center, however, drive will be delivering prescoaching basketball at Mc- she was able to learn English ents to the families today, and
Cluer High School. In 2012, in night time classes and they I encourage everyone to try
he arrived at St. Louis U. High even helped her find a job in and be there. Sure, you could
to take the same positions. He, which fluency in both English feel good about bringing in
along with a strong core of as- and Spanish could be ben- a Schnucks gift card to help
sistant coaches, has helped eficial, such as interpreting or some faceless stranger. Or you
turn the SLUH basketball pro- translating.
could go to the margins and
gram around. This year, the Jr.
As she spoke of the dif- see the faces of the people you
Bills have started out strong ficulties arising from language help. Just as Ms. Skrbec exwith a record of 4-2, with the barriers, I was reminded of my plained when I visited Southtwo losses both coming from upcoming trip to Yoro, Hon- side, our presence means so
MCC teams.
duras where I will be forced to much to them, more than the
The induction ceremony use Spanish in order to com- gifts that we leave behind—
will be held at Illinois State’s municate on a daily basis, not they now know that there is
Bone Center in Normal, Ill. just to pass a vocab quiz in someone there for them and it
Tickets are $40.
Spanish class. With the men- gives them some hope. Simi-

Claggett to be inducted into
second career Hall of Fame
BY Keith Thomas
SPORTS EDITOR

STARBUCKS

Commentary
The people we serve

No Classes

2:30pm

C White Basketball vs. De Smet

4:00pm

C Blue Basketball vs. De Smet

5:30pm

B Basketball vs. De Smet

6:00pm

V/JV/C Wrestling vs. Vianney @ SLUH

7:00pm

V Basketball vs. De Smet

Saturday, December 19
5:30pm

V Basketball vs. Chicago Bogan @ Midwest Shootout

Sunday, December 20
8:00pm

JV Blue Hockey vs. Chaminade @ Fenton Forum

9:15pm

JV White Hockey vs. Kirkwood @ Fenton Forum

Monday, December 21

No Classes until January 4

3:00pm

C Blue Basketball vs. Vianney

4:30pm

C White Basketball vs. Vianney

8:15pm

V Hockey vs. Desmet @ Queeny Park

Tuesday, December 22
3:00pm

C Wrestling vs. Vianney

Thursday, December 24
10:00pm

Christmas Eve Mass

Saturday, December 26
V Basketball Coaches vs. Cancer Tournament (until December 30)

Sunday, December 27
6:45pm

JV Hockey vs. Fort Zumwalt West @ Rec-Plex South

Monday, December 28
10:00am

C Blue Basketball @ Cardinal Ritter Tournament (until 		
December 30)

11:00am

Class of 2015 Reunion

5:30pm

C White Basketball @ Cardinal Ritter Tournament (until
December 30)

7:45pm

V Hockey vs. Chaminade @ Affton Ice Rink

Tuesday, December 29
9:40pm

JV White Hockey vs. Marquette @ Hardee’s Ice Plex

Friday, January 1
8:00pm

V Hockey vs. CBC @ Affton Ice Rink

Sunday, January 3
9:00pm

JV Blue Hockey vs. CBC Purple @ Affton Ice Rink

Monday, January 4

Schedule R

Senior Project Begins
4:00pm

C Blue Basketball vs. De Smet @ SLUH

5:15pm

C White Basketball vs. De Smet @ SLUH

Tuesday, January 5

Schedule R

5:00pm

V/JV/C Wrestling vs. Ritenour/Fox/MICDS @ SLUH

9:00pm

V Hockey vs. Chaminade @ Queeny Park

Wednesday, January 6
4:30pm

B Basketball vs. De Smet @ SLUH

6:00pm

V Basketball vs. De Smet @ SLUH

Schedule R

Thursday, January 7
6:00pm

Schedule R

V/JV/C Wrestling vs. CBC

Friday, January 8

Schedule R

4:00pm

C Blue Basketball vs. Vianney

5:00pm

C Wrestling vs. De Smet

5:30pm

B Basketball vs. Vianney @ SLUH

7:00pm

V Basketball vs. Vianney @ SLUH

9:45pm

V Hockey vs. De Smet @ Affton Ice Rink
Calendar | Liam Connolly

larly, your presence will revitalize you, making you glad you
remember the true value of service that is sometimes lost in
the massive undertakings of all school drives where the only
requirement is to bring treasure, leaving out time and and talent.

