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Five students
involved in use and
sale of marijuana

Laughlin
receives
leadership
award

Suspensions and an expulsion

BY Sam Chechik
CORE STAFF

Concerns about increased
drug use highlighted

O

nly a few months after SLUH received the
Blue Ribbon School award in
August, the National Catholic Education Association
(NCEA) handed SLUH a second recognition—this time
in the form of a notification
to President David Laughlin
saying that he had received
the Lead. Learn. Proclaim.
Award. He received the letter
right after Dec. 25, Christmas
Day.
The Lead. Learn. Proclaim. Award that Laughlin
received “recognize(s) the
outstanding efforts, contributions and achievements
on behalf of Catholic school
education,” according to the
NCEA website.
“I think the truth is that
this is a community of 1,200
people on a daily basis and
tens of thousands over time
that commit themselves to
really great things: hard work

BY Leo K. Heinz
EDITOR IN CHIEF
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A WET CHRISTMAS: After days of rain in the week following Christmas, the St.
Louis Area experienced historic flooding, including at Castlewood State Park above.

Floods hit SLUH and students alike
BY Sam Chechik
CORE STAFF

I

nstead of a blizzard hitting St. Louis, the holidays
brought torrents of rain upon
the metropolitan area and the
surrounding suburbs, including St. Louis U. High.
SLUH was prepared for
the rains that came from Dec.
continued on page 4 26 to Dec. 28. Director of Fa-

cilities Joe Rankin made sure
the SLUH crew made repairs
to the school to allow for as
little flooding as possible in
the building, which meant
checking the inside and outside sections of the school in
the last two or three months
before December. This project
included clearing the drain
lines as well, which moved

water away from the school.
Although the water affected multiple parts of the
school, repairs completed
this past summer and in the
fall have stopped any serious
damage. Rankin was “pleasantly pleased” with how effective the repairs were and how
little damage was done.

continued on page 5

Hall of Fame Inductees

Koestner inducted into
MO Sports HOF

BY Galen Bacharier and
Andrew Modder
STAFF

T

he unparalleled success
of the St. Louis U. High
varsity racquetball team is
due in large part to head
coach Joe Koestner, who is
being inducted into the Missouri Sports Hall of Fame as
part of its Class of 2016 at the
end of January.
Koestner will be inducted on January 31, along with
15 other members, including
Mizzou football coach Gary
Pinkel, John Burroughs High
School’s football program and
Mizzou’s 1966 Sugar Bowl
team.
Koestner is being enshrined in the Hall, an association dedicated to honoring those who helped shape
Missouri sports, for his extraordinary work in crafting
a perennially successful team
that has won nine National
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Kornfeld to enter MO
Coaches HOF

Championships, five of them BY Joseph Reznikov
CORE STAFF
coming consecutively in the
last five years. In addition,
ary Kornfeld, the head
the team has not had a seacoach of the St. Louis
son with a losing record since U. High varsity football team
1990. SLUH racquetball is the since 1988, has an impressive
first racquetball program of coaching resumé: 206 career
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any sort to be honored in the
Hall.
“The team is being honored again, besides myself being inducted,” said Koestner.
“Because we won Nationals
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wins, 14 district championships, 23-time MSHSAA
Playoff appearances, the 1991
“Metropolitan Coach-of-theYear” by the St. Louis PostDispatch, the winningest accontinued on page 4 tive head coach in St. Louis.

News

Football turf to be replaced
After ten years of use, the football field will be getting a new
look; the turf will be replaced in
time for the spring sports season.
Page 2
opinion

Prayer no place for politics
A senior asks Pax Christi to keep
political beliefs out of time allotted for God. Page 3

Now Kornfeld has another
honor to add: induction into
the Missouri Football Coaches’ Association Hall of Fame.
Kornfeld will join the
only other SLUH coach in the
Hall of Fame, former head
coach Paul Martel. SLUH has
won over 400 football games
since 1956, and SLUH has
won all of them under the
leadership of just two coaches: Martel and Kornfeld.
Kornfeld was nominated
for the prestigious honor by
former athletic director Dick
Wehner.
“I knew a couple guys
who were in it, so I thought to
myself, ‘I wonder why Gary
isn’t in the Hall of Fame,’”
said Wehner. “They said Gary
would be a very worthy candidate, there would just need
to be someone to fill out an
application for him, so I did
it. He’s the reason I’m here;

continued on page 4

Opinion

An empty declaration
A junior questions whether
AMDG has become overused
and has lost its value entirely in
the SLUH community. Page 3
Sports

BasketBills dominate De Smet
After facing losses in a recent
tournament, the SLUH basketball team finds its rhythm and
crushes De Smet. Page 6

n the last seven weeks of the
first semester, five students
were involved in two separate
cases of marijuana-related
use and sale that resulted in
suspensions and an expulsion. Assistant Principal for
Student Life Brock Kesterson
and principal John Moran investigated the cases. The incidents have renewed concerns
about student drug use.
Occurring several weeks
apart, both incidents were reported to Kesterson by a faculty or staff member. One occurred during school hours;
one occurred after school
hours at a school event.
The first of the two cases—which led to the revised
parking lot procedures announced by Kesterson early
last month—took place during a morning free period. It
involved the sharing of drug
paraphernalia. According to
the students involved (the
school does not comment on
the disciplinary practices pertaining to any student), one
student received two days of
in-school suspension and 18
hours of JUGS.
The other student said
he received four or five days
of in-school suspension and
was instructed to meet with a
community-health counselor
at the NCADA—“a community health agency focused on
serving the St. Louis area,” according to its website.
“He was focused on
moving forward. (I think) he
handled it well. He was understanding,” one of the involved students said.
The second of the two
cases involved the sale of
marijuana after school, which
resulted in the expulsion. The
other two students involved
will serve a two-day in-school
suspension, they said.
According to the expelled student, a teacher or
staff member told him he had

Sports

Productive month on the ice
Hockey ended 2015 with four
wins, including the Jesuit Cup,
while the young players shined
in the loss to CBC. Page 6
Sports

Break from the mat
The wrestling team was able to
heal and reevaluate during a two
week hiatus from matches, allowing for junior captain Danny
Trittler to fully recover. Page 7

strong evidence against him
and asked if he was involved.
The student said he admitted
to selling marijuana to two
students and was taken to
Kesterson’s office, where he
then met with Kesterson for
around 90 minutes.
“We talked at length
about the drug culture at
SLUH … what steps could
be taken to stop mistakes like
this from happening in the
future,” the student said of his
meeting with Kesterson.
Following a “high emotion meeting” the next morning, the student received his
letter of expulsion.
The administration deals
with alcohol, tobacco, and
drug-related incidents on a
case by case basis, though
it sets basic guidelines in
a handbook policy which
states, in part, “St. Louis University High School recognizes the use of mood-altering
chemicals as a significant
health problem for many adolescents, resulting in negative
effects on behavior, learning,
and the total development of
each individual.”
Kesterson said that when
he receives information or
concerns about specific people or a situation from teachers, staff members, students,
or parents, he determines the
next step. There have been
times when nothing has resulted in a report, he said.
“It’s a tough process. …
I have had people bring information to me and it hasn’t
gone anywhere. There can be
a million reasons why that
happened. It doesn’t mean
the source wasn’t reliable or
it didn’t happen. It means I
wasn’t able to get anything out
of that particular time.”
When Kesterson does
believe that a disciplinary
action can go forward based
on the information he has,
he goes directly to those involved and informs Moran

continued on page 5
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Chess falls to Metro in first
match of the season

BY Liam
STAFF

Connolly

T

The group in the banana and gorilla customes before going down a mountain at Beaver Creek.
BY Matt Godar and Sam
Goedeker
REPORTERS

M

ore than 20 St. Louis
U. High students took
to the snow-covered slopes
of Colorado on the Outdoor
Adventure Club ski trip over
Christmas break.
The group participating,
including Zarrick and two
parent chaperones, arrived at
the Denver airport on Dec. 17
before making their way to a
large bed-and-breakfast/old
lodge in Frisco, Colo., which
the club had all to themselves

and used as a sort of base for
their activities.
The group packed four
days of skiing at four different lodges into the trip; the
first day’s skiing took place at
Keystone, the second day at
Beaver Creek, the third day at
Breckenridge, and the fourth
day at Vail.
Each day, the group set
out for the mountains after a
hearty breakfast at the lodge,
and then spent a couple hours
on the slopes before eating a
less nutritious lunch consisting mostly of granola bars on

the mountain. After lunch,
the group skied until dusk
and ate dinner after leaving
the resort.
Most of the time not
spent on the slopes was spent
at the house.
“Super Smash Bro’s Melee for the Gamecube,” said
junior Kyle Irvine, “That’s really all we did.”
The lodge housed a
maximum of 23, which the
club pushed to the brim with
a total of 22, forcing multiple
attendees to pack into each
room. Nevertheless, the stu-
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dents enjoyed their time at
the house, and even held a rap
battle at one point.
“There were rhymes
flowing in the house that
night. Even Mr. Zarrick spat a
bar,” said Irvine.
The juniors on the trip
weren’t just satisfied with rap
battles and Super Smash Bros
Melee though. Irvine decided
it would be funny to dress up
as eight bananas and have junior Joe Knapp dress up as a
gorilla and ski after them so
he went ahead and bought the

he St. Louis U. High
chess team had its first
meet of the season against
Metro on Wednesday. The
meet was rescheduled from
before Christmas break because both Metro and SLUH
had exams on the day that it
was originally scheduled. Although they played well, the
SLUH team struggled to pull
through and lost 25-5.
Despite the score, moderator Don Steingruby was
happy with the performance
of the SLUH players.
“I was really pleased,”
said Steingruby. “I know that
Metro is traditionally really
good and all the matches went
more than an hour and most
of them went more than an
hour and a half. It was hard
fought, and some of those
could have ended up either
way.”
Although SLUH played
more experienced players like
seniors Sergio Goodwin and

continued on page 8

Miles Quigless and junior
Will Kelly, the only win came
from freshman Paul Gillam,
who played his first match
with SLUH on board four.
“He sort of had a cat and
mouse game, because he was
either going to corner the kid
or that kid was going to corner him and it was unclear
who the cat was and who the
mouse was,” said Steingruby.
“Eventually, Paul pinned him
down and it came down to the
other guy’s king and his king
and a pawn.”
“We did lose, but I’m not
concerned because the experience gained from that game
was great and it was a good
experience,” said Kelly. “I’m
confident in the team, even
though we were a little rusty.”
The SLUH team had
missed a chance at a warmup for Metro with its scheduled match with Alton before
Christmas break.
The team is scheduled
to play John Burroughs next
Wednesday at SLUH.
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Football field to get new turf, will be installed by spring sports season
BY Galen
STAFF

O
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Above: An artists depiction of the new turf and design of the football field.
Below: The field currently with no turf. The new turf will be placed by the beginning of March.

Bacharier

n the long trek up from
the St. Louis U. High
parking lot in the morning,
a glance to the left will reveal
the recently removed turf
from the football field, with
only the rocky layer beneath
remaining. But the field won’t
be barren for long—a fresh
new turf is set to replace it.
Shaw Sports Turf, the
company responsible for several fields around St. Louis,
including the recent replacement of St. John Vianney’s
field, is installing the new athletic field. It is about 192,000
square feet, and the cost of
the new turf itself comes out
to $370,000. The tearing up
of the old layer and installation of the new one adds
about $60,000, totaling almost $430,000 for the entire
operation.
Byrne & Jones is the general contractor of the field,
responsible for overseeing the
tearing out the old layer.
The new field features
some new aesthetic features as
well—the SLUH lettered logos
that were on the old field will
be replaced by a large Billiken
head, and the formerly normal green end zones will be
colored SLUH blue and white,
lettered with “Jr. Bills.”
The field will serve as a
general athletic field, with an
order of dominance that features football at the top, fol-

lowed by lacrosse and then
soccer, with lines on the turf
for all three sports.
The type of turf used on
the field generally had a predicted lifespan of eight to ten
years, which allowed for advanced planning and preparation. When that time came,
the departments began to
gather information and begin
the search for an update to the
field.
“The old turf was installed roughly ten years ago,”
said Athletic Director Chris
Muskopf. “And obviously that
industry has developed, some
might say exploded, in terms
of the number of fields that
use it compared to ten years
ago.”
The former turf, installed
in the summer of 2004, was
part of the Vision 2000 program, a plan that was to make
improvements to both academics as well as the athletic
grounds. This included the
installation of the turf, which
was provided by Sportexe
and contracted by Talton.
The original field cost nearly
$500,000, including expenses
for installing drainage and
laying down the layers under
the turf.
But by no means was the
turf on its last legs; in fact, it
could have served its purpose
adequately for several more
years. The turf was 100 percent sound in terms of safety
regulations, passing the im-

pact test with flying colors.
There had not been any problems regarding loose stitches,
tears or any such concerns
that generally come with a
well-worn turf.
“By all measurable
accounts … the turf we had
held up very well,” said Muskopf. “It may not have been in
the best shape after ten years
of wear, but it was still in good
enough shape for continued
use. And it could be one of
the heaviest-used turfs in the
St. Louis area, because of not
only our teams that use it, but
the rentals that use it on almost a daily basis.”
But the old turf
didn’t stay usable on its own;
the facilities and grounds
crew are to thank for that.
“We had a grounds
crew that was always on top of
the work necessary to keep the
conditions of the turf the best
they could be,” said Rankin.
“Especially under the condition ... that our two fields, the
football and lacrosse one and
the soccer one, were two of
the most-used in the area.”
With all of the tough
work already done from the
first turf ’s installation, the
only steps that need to be
taken after the new layer is
placed is to test the drainage
system and to level the rock
layer, ensuring nothing was
shifted during the removal of

continued on page 8
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Letter
Politicizing Prayer
To the editor:
The final week of classes
last semester, if you remember, focused on the Syrian refugee crisis. I think prayer is a
powerful and meaningful way
to confront tough challenges,
including controversial political topics, so I was happy the
prayers sought to bring the
Syrian refugee crisis to the
forefront of our minds. However, I think the prayers went
beyond their duty and crossed
the line, and for that I am very
unhappy.
The question of what
measures should be taken
when letting Syrian refugees
in but keeping ISIS out has
been contested recently in
American politics. Sadly, Pax
Christi joined in on the politics with their prayers, specifically their prayer on Thursday.
The prayer stated we should
welcome the Syrian refugees
“into our homes” and, if I recall correctly, “into the United
States.” I think these potentially dangerous statements
were simply a reiteration of a
political view, and not a prayer
at all.
To Pax Christi, I think it
is unintelligent and dangerous
to believe that allowing refugees into the United States is
the best option, for them and
for us. Your prayer insinuated
that allowing refugees in is the
only way to treat them with
the love and dignity they deserve. That’s wrong, for several
reasons.
First, many Syrian refugees sympathize with ISIS.

It only takes one mistake,
one bad guy let in, and another San Bernardino shooting can occur. I hardly think
that the killing of innocent
people is loving. Furthermore,
the logistics of transporting
thousands of people across
a continent and ocean seem
extremely difficult. And once
they are finally here, in a vastly different culture, I worry
about how they will be able to
assimilate.
I respect people who hold
the opinion that we should
welcome the refugees into our
nation (though I think better
options exist). What I don’t
respect is using time allotted
to God, our prayer, to politicize. Jesus called us to love our
neighbor. He did not call us
to bring murderers into the
homes of their soon-to-be
victims.
Using the prayer to
broadcast a faulty solution to
a political issue was irresponsible and wrong. Our time for
prayer is sacred, and it should
be treated as sacred, not as a
pulpit to politicize the Syrian refugee crisis. Praying
for all people, especially the
Syrian refugees, to be treated
with love and dignity is right.
Pushing a political answer
at us under the pretense of
prayer is wrong. If Pax Christi
is interested in a political forum, they should join SLUHPAC. If they are interested in
Christ, they should respect
prayer, not abuse it.
Ian Hurford, ’16
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Editorial Policy

The Volume 80 Prep News opinion section serves the purpose of being the vehicle of the personal opinions of students, faculty, or others.
All topics discussed in the section
will be related to St. Louis University
High School.
Nothing published either as an
editorial or as a letter to an editor
should be consid- ered the opinion
of the school, the administration, or
anyone other than its author or authors.
A Prep News editorial is the
opinion of all six editors on a particular topic.
A commentary or column is an
opinion of one member of the Prep
News staff, not of the Prep News itself.
A perspective or notebook, like
a commentary, is the opinion of one
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Letter
For the Greater Glory of God
To the editor:
I regret to inform you
that “To the Greater Glory of
God”, is dead. And we killed
it
—you and I. The declaration we so zealously proclaim
after the words “We dedicate
all of our thoughts, words,
and actions… ,” is in danger
of becoming meaningless, a
statement uttered entirely out
of habit and not belief.

Perhaps it would be more
effective to buy a 19th century
lantern and shout this atop a
table in the Si Commons like
the madman in Nietzsche’s
famous parable of the death
of God instead of writing a
boring letter, but I’ve recently
noticed an epidemic among
SLUH students. Whenever
we are prompted to say “to the
greater glory of God,” we are

often too distracted or indifferent to truly mean what we
are saying. I’ve observed that
after prayers, it’s muttered
by all in a monotonous and
apathetic manner, and after
prayer services, the saying is
barely audible as we are more
concerned about picking our
books up from under our
chairs than Ignatius’s motto.
Most disheartening, is

the sheer silence in the hallways after “...and actions,”
sounds from the speakers. Because our full attention is not
turned toward God, the very
act of saying “to the greater
glory of God” has become
ironic.
St. Ignatius intended for
us to dedicate everyday actions to our Lord, even those
that seem meaningless, so

if there is ONE action we
dedicate to God, logically, it
should be the declaration of
dedicating our actions to God.
Maybe we the statement is
said too often. 2-3 times a day
seems very frequent for such
a bold statement. We might
be suffering from a “religious
inflation” with its frequency
diminishing its value. Maybe
we just need need to be more

conscious of the importance
of the statement. Life at SLUH
can seem tedious and senseless, but AMDG helps to remind us of the ultimate motivation behind our endeavors,
the greater good of the world.
My fellow Jr. Bills, if we’re going to say it, we might as well
mean it.
Blake Johnson ’17

The cartoon does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Prep News or St. Louis U. High.
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Spanish sub comes in
for Toussaint during
maternity leave
BY John Burke
REPORTER

R

ebeca de Legarreta, a
longtime
elementary
school Spanish teacher, will
be teaching Spanish teacher
Kate Toussaint’s third quarter
classes while Toussaint is on
maternity leave.
De Legarreta has had
a long career of teaching in
elementary schools, having
taught at Our Lady of the Pillar, St. Frances Cabrini, St.
Stephen Protomartyr, and St.
Raphael over the course of her
career.
This quarter marks the
first time de Legarreta has
taught high school.
“It’s been an adjustment
because I come from an elementary mindset,” said de Legarreta. “I also have not been
teaching for a while, so it has
been an adjustment to get into
a routine.”
Despite having never
taught at SLUH before, de Legarreta is quite familiar with
the school, having had two
sons attend SLUH. Manny is a
current senior and J.P. graduated in 2012.
De Legarreta will be
taking all four of Toussaint’s
classes this quarter, two Spanish I classes and two Spanish

II classes. She is trying her
best to make the transition
smoother for the students by
mimicking Toussaint’s teaching style and following the
curriculum.
“I came last quarter to
visit with Toussaint and her
classes to kind of see what she
was doing, and I’m trying to
make that transition better for
the students,” said de Legarreta. “I know that it’s going to
be hard for them.”
However, she will certainly be adding her own
unique twist to the classes.
“I also would like to add
a little of my own experience
because I’m from Mexico,
and so I might stress the culture and the speaking a little
more,” she said.
In general, though, de
Legarreta is focused on making the transitions as unnoticeable as possible, both for
herself and her students, and
she feels that it has been going
really well.
“What I like the most is
that everybody is really welcoming and respectful and
they seem to be enjoying it,”
said de Legarreta. “I’m really
happy, and I like it here, both
as a mom and experiencing it
from a different perspective as
a teacher.”

Auch wins Shakespeare
competition after
taking POL
BY Andrew
STAFF

S

Pluff

t . Louis U. High started
first semester exam week
in a new way this year, holding its fourteenth annual
Shakespeare
Competition
that Monday. Four students
participated, reciting a chosen
section from a Shakespeare
production of their choice.
Senior Elliot Auch took first
place.
For the contest, participants took the stage of the
Joseph Schulte Theatre and
recited their Shakespeare passages. Participants included
Auch, senior Evan Brende, junior Sam Chechik, and sophomore Nicholas Parisi.
Auch chose a passage
from Julius Caesar, Brende
recited a section of Macbeth,
Chechik performed a version
of Hamlet, and Parisi chose

lines from A Midsummer
Night’s Dream.
The competition was one
of the smallest in the last few
years, which surprised English teacher and competition
coordinator Chuck Hussung,
who has been running the
competition since its inaugural year in 2002.
“It’s the smallest in a
number of years, which is
interesting because last year’s
winner went on to win the local competition and continue
to Nationals,” said Hussung.
“You would think that would
raise some interest.”
The four contestants
took turns delivering their
lines on the stage, after working to memorize them as best
they could.
“Despite my slip-up during the performance, I thoroughly enjoyed preparing and

January 8, 2016

Hall of Fame Inductees
(continued from page 1)

Kornfeld at a football game.

(continued from page 1)

when there was an opening,
he put me on to apply, so I
owe him a lot.”
Though Kornfeld is honored by his nomination into
the Hall of Fame, he knows
that the SLUH football program and his coaching staff
are what deserve the recognition.
“I look at it as a program
honor because there’s so many
people involved in the success
of our football program,” said
Kornfeld. “I’ve had wonderful, wonderful coaches over
the years; we’ve gotten along
and enjoyed each other’s company.”
Coaches Rob Chura,
John Diffley, and Mark Kornfeld have been with Kornfeld
for over 100 of his 206 career
wins, and Kornfeld feels especially appreciative of the
blessing they’ve been for him
and the SLUH football program.
“It’s not my staff, I just
happen to be the head coach,”
said Kornfeld. “They’ve been
with me for a long time and
I’ve been blessed to have some
great people around me.”
Junior
quarterback
Mitch Batschelett has played
for Kornfeld since freshman
year, and greatly values what
he does for the football program.
“He brings a lot of emotion to practice,” said Batschelett. “He jokes with us, but
always wants to get better. His
attitude is a big part of our
team.”
participating in the competition, and the thrill of channeling Shakespeare hooked me,”
said Chechik, who faltered
on a line of Hamlet and, not
remembering his line, exclaimed “LINE!” in its place.
He had to skip the line and
move on. The audience was
highly amused.
Auch, who will move
onto regionals, plans to recite his same lines from Julius
Caesar and another set of 1520 lines from another Shakespearean play.
—Sam Chechik contributed
reporting.

Auch at POL, which he also took before the Shakespeare competition.
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Beyond Kornfeld’s stupendous football resumé,
what makes him such a great
coach and such a great person
is the way he reaches out to
everyone.
“He has always cared
deeply about his players, and
that is not just the all-stars,”
said Wehner. “We’re talking
about the guys who held for
extra points and who were on
special teams and stuff like
that.”
“He knows almost everyone on the team personally,” said Batschelett. “I had
a couple games where I wasn’t
playing great, but one day in
practice he came up to me
and just said ‘Mitch, just play.
Just play and let everything
else go and don’t worry about
anything.’ And from there on
I had a few good games in a
row. He knows exactly what
to say at exactly the right time
to get people to perform their
best.”
Kornfeld will be entering
the Hall of Fame with three
other coaches from around
Missouri. Though Kornfeld
was notified of the honor over
Christmas break, the induction ceremony and banquet
will not take place until next
December at Tan-Tar-A in the
Lake of the Ozarks.
“People have always
asked me why I do what I do,”
said Kornfeld. “And I always
say ‘Because I love it. There’s
not one day when I’ve felt like
I come to work.’ And I’m extremely blessed for that.”

again, we’ve got two things
going. Actually, for me, the
most significant one is the fact
that our team is getting some
recognition for the quality of
their play.”
Koestner’s induction occurred in large part due to
recommendation from peers,
most importantly assistant
racquetball coach Patrick
Zarrick, and letters of support
from Ken Luecke, racquetball coach at De Smet, and
Jim Heiser, a member of the
United States Racquetball Association.
“When no one cared
about racquetball, Dr. Koestner cared about it. When no
one knew anything about racquetball, Dr. Koestner knew
stuff about racquetball. When
no one had passion he wanted
to show the kids of St. Louis
U. High what racquetball was
all about, so he got courts and
organized teams,” said former
athletic director Dick Wehner.
Koestner joins extremely
prestigious company in the
Hall; SLUH boasts two other members in ex-football
coach Paul Martel and Martin
Hagan, S.J., who led the SLUH
rifle team to several National
Championships throughout
his career.
Koestner, along with athletic director Chris Muskopf

and some racquetball team
members, will be attending
the induction banquet, which
is being held on Jan. 31.
“Mostly it is college athletic directors and professional sports players,” said
Koestner of the inductees. “So
it’s fun to get to meet all these
people when you go for the
reception.”
Koestner believes that
this induction should go beyond himself and racquetball,
as it should connect to SLUH
in a more broad sense.
“We are trying to hype
a SLUH connection to it because I think the school deserves recognition for the
excellence of all its programs,”
said Koestner.
In addition, Koestner
thinks the hard work of all
SLUH coaches deserves recognition as well and their
dedication to perfecting their
craft.
“It’s a little bit unreal,”
said Koestner. “In a way,
there’s this feeling like oh my
gosh, all my colleagues who
are also my heroes … (Steve)
Nicollerat, Jim Linhares, and
all these guys who’ve been
coaching all these years, and
just doing an incredible job
with these kids. That’s the
SLUH legacy that I like to see
recognized.”
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Koestner and a racquetball player talk at a match.

Laughlin wins award from NCEA
for leadership and in Catholic
education
(continued from page 1)

in the classroom and activities
and service, formation of self,”
said Laughlin. “I think any
recognition to an individual
would be honestly misapplied
because it’s so many people
who do so much. If I’m part
of that and can be recognized
among many for it, I think
that’s a good thing, and I think
that’s what we know is special
about our school community
here at St. Louis U. High.”
The NCEA gives the
award every year to pastors,
principals, presidents, superintendents, teachers, institutions, and other educators for
their work and leadership in
Catholic education around
the United States.
Principal John Moran
and Assistant Principal for
Mission Jim Linhares submitted an application for Laughlin in the last week of December in order to recognize him
for not only being an educator, but also a “moral and
philosophical leader who also,
at the same time, preach(es)
the Gospel,” according to Linhares.
“Mr. Laughlin came im-

mediately to mind. There
aren’t a lot of folks who are
extraordinary on all three
of those levels, but he comes
from a background of campus
ministry and theology, he’s
had many years of leadership
as a principal and president,
and he’s a guy that’s taken
his faith development and he
points back to lots of Jesuits,”
said Linhares. “The fact is, he’s
spent a lot of time and energy on his own formation—
prayers, sacraments, retreats.
It’s gotten to the point where
he’s one of the pastors of our
school.”
Linhares noted Laughlin’s leadership in Imagining 18, outreach to alumni,
and other SLUH fundraisers,
along with his religious life
and dedication to God, as reasons to nominate Laughlin for
this award.
“He just brings the whole
thing together, and when I
thought of it on top of all of
that, he’s leading us down the
road on a long-term planning
process that really pretty remarkable for the scope of it—
how many different groups
are involved, the unwieldiness

of it, and the ambition of it.
I just thought it was all the
more reason at this time to
give him some more recognition,” said Linhares.
“I benefit in my own faith
life as much from the other
people in the community provide,” said Laughlin. “I could
go to a school play, a chorus
concert, or a band concert
and be brought to tears by
the magnitude of talents that
are there. I can look to what
our students do in service and
outreach and be moved on a
spiritual level. I can witness
the great dedication of our
faculty for so many things,
and truly, it builds my faith
and spirituality. And then you
get to go be amongst people
who just resonate in that
goodness of God.”
The NCEA is the same
group that named SLUH a
Blue Ribbon school for 2015,
a momentous achievement
for the school.
Laughlin will travel
to San Diego, Calif. in late
March to receive his award at
the NCEA’s annual convention and expo.
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After incidents of first semester, drug culture at
SLUH under scrutiny
(continued from page 1)

and “keeps him in the loop.”
In one case, the process moved
quickly; students were questioned,
parents were informed, and discipline was dealt out within two to
three days of Kesterson receiving
the report. Other reports can take
longer to follow up on, he said.
The Student Handbook makes
a distinction between using and selling alcohol or drugs on campus; the
latter “may be grounds for expulsion from school.”
“As soon as a student crosses
the line into sale of drugs or alcohol,
now you’re endangering other people at the school. Now you’re taking
the lives of others into your hands
and encouraging or providing them
with the opportunity to make poor
choices themselves,” Moran said
in a telephone interview yesterday.
“And to me, that’s the equivalent of
bringing a dangerous weapon into
the school, which again would bring
with it equivalent penalties because
you’re endangering ultimately the
lives of others at the school.”
There were four drug-related
incidents in 2014-15; one student
was expelled. Prior to that, Kesterson has seen just two students
expelled for drug-related incidents
after taking the post as Assistant
Principal for Student life in 2008.
Prior to that, the last incident
reported in the Prep News occurred
in 2001 when six students were given warnings, eight received suspensions, and one was expelled after a
month-long investigation by then
Assistant Principal of Student Affairs Eric Clark into the possible sale
of drugs at SLUH.

As several states have decriminalized or legalized marijuana for
medicinal or recreational purposes, attitudes toward the drug have
changed to a more casual approach.
Kesterson believes having a discussion about how the culture at SLUH
has changed (and what the culture
is) should come before talk of policy
changes. Though, he said, “Anything
(any policy) is on the table,” which
includes instituting drug testing
or the use of a drug dog and other
monitoring tactics.
“Things are moving. This is
something we need to try to get out
more in front of now, more than we
have had to in recent years,” Kesterson said.
In early December, after one incident, Kesterson announced a new
policy requiring students to receive
certain passes and file paperwork
with his office to go to the parking
lot during school hours. He also
called for stricter patrolling of the
parking lot.
“I’m glad that’s in place now
to help hopefully prevent some of
whatever goes on in parking lot—
whether it’s selling drugs, doing
(drugs), smoking cigarettes, whatever it is. … In whatever ways we can
minimize that, we’re going to try to
do it,” he said.
Prior to the policy, it was unclear if students were properly
checking out with Kesterson’s office
going to the parking lot. The passes
were intended to make it easier for
the parking lot security personnel to
identify if students were supposed to
be down there.
Next Wednesday, Kesterson
will meet with a police lieutenant

to get “feedback” on existing policies regarding alcohol and drugs,
and to discuss what investigations
look like. After a November Advisory Committee for Student Affairs
(ACSA) meeting in which several
parents raised concerns about student drug use, Kesterson hopes to
meet with students (mostly juniors
and seniors) to discuss the culture
around drugs at school in the next
few weeks.
In a telephone interview this
week, Jack Perryman, a member of
that group and the Student Council
(STUCO) student body president,
voiced his concerns about the drug
culture here.
“It’s kind of a culture where because so many people have at least
experienced it once or twice before,
if you’re not a part of that group,
you’re kind of an oddity which creates a huge amount of social peer
pressure to have been a part if only
to be accepted or at least some very
skewed form of acceptance. To that
end, there’s a big problem with student attitudes towards drugs.”
He described the culture as a
whole—including the school’s administration—as “nonchalant about
drugs up until the point of you becoming a dealer.”
Perryman’s comments echoed
those of several parents at the November ACSA meeting, raising concerns that the school does not offer
help until it is too late.
“I think the culture is polarized
with a lot of kids at the end of the
spectrum who do drugs and they
are not receptive to drug discussions
or changing the culture,” Perryman
said. “The only other group is at the

other end of the spectrum which is
not included in the drug community. They don’t partake in that stuff.”
Kesterson, in an interview this
week, emphasized that the school’s
handbook, in the alcohol and illegal
drugs policy, does make a distinction between a student coming forward for help—essentially confessing some of his behaviors—and a
student being caught using or selling
a drug. If a student comes forward,
discipline is not considered Kesterson said.
“It turns from a discipline situation, more to ‘how do we get you
help,’ a supportive situation,” he said.
He used the admittedly “horrible” analogy of his enforcement
of dress code policy. If someone approaches him before school and asks
for a belt, he’ll give him one and say
‘Have a good day.’ Whereas if someone is caught without a belt, he believes the student was “trying to get
away with something” and not get
caught.
However, it is unclear how well
communicated that policy is or if
students are aware it.
“A lot of the students are uninformed of the policy itself,” one of
the students involved said.
“I have had guys come to me
and say, ‘I’m in a situation I don’t
want to be in and I need help.’ They
received zero discipline. That’s a plea
from me to people out there,” he
said.
“I think we are constantly reminding ourselves that we have in a
sense a new student body and that
messages that are delivered need to
be delivered over and over again or
find new ways in which to say those

5

things,” Moran said. “Directing students to read their handbook before
the start of every school year is certainly drawing attention to it, but
that’s not quite the same as when
Dr. Kesterson gets up at the start of
every school year at the class meetings and reminds students of certain
aspects of that.”
When asked if the same zerodiscipline policy would apply to a
student who sought the school’s help
and in doing so admitted he had sold
drugs, Kesterson was less sure of
what his response would be, though
he said, “That’s hard … My initial
instinct would be to say ‘I want to
help that kid’ as opposed to punish
that kid because of his willingness
to come forward. That’s what we’re
offering: people come forward, we
want to assist.”
Precisely how much responsibility falls on the student to seek
help is a question that remains to be
answered, as well as how receptive
students are to messages against the
use of drugs in the face of the casualness of the culture’s attitude towards
them.
Regarding the school’s policy
of no tolerance when caught selling drugs, Perryman said, “Obviously, we can’t have drug dealers on
campus. Once you’ve stepped over
the line, all your options are gone, I
think.”
The question becomes how the
school best reaches students and
the culture and attitudes they have
surrounding drugs—and what policies the school can add or change to
reach this end.

Commons, Danis Lobby, Field House suffer minor flood damage
Students affected in Fenton, Valley Park, St. Charles
(continued from page 1)

The place Rankin most feared
for flooding was the Mother’s Club
offices, which are located at the
east end of the J-wing in the basement—down the stairs at the beginning of senior hallway. This part of
SLUH needed the most repairs this
past summer, after the downpours
of last spring. Due to the “pits” that
the ground and windows form, the
offices have flooded in years past, including last spring.
In order to fix these pits, Rankin
decided to use window blocks—
thick glass used to keep a certain
inside area safe but still receive sunlight—to replace the regular windows in the offices in June.
Because the drains in the pits
couldn’t work efficiently enough to
drain all of the water on the three
days of rain, Rankin had to resort
to the window blocks, which cost
around $4,000 from Masonry and
Glass Systems, Inc., and an outside
company, Superior Waterproofing
and Restoration Co. & Inc., to install the blocks. An emergency sump
pump was installed, which diverted
any water away from the school.
The blocks had a water epoxy applied to it, making them an “almost
impenetrable (barrier),” according
to Rankin. Any cracks in the window blocks were sealed with a caulk
called Vulkem, a waterproof grout
seal.

In the J-wing, the offices of
Director of Security Charlie Clark
and Director of Information Technology Jon Dickmann flooded due
to the concrete built into the floors
of the J-wing. The hydrostatic pressure forced the water through, according to Director of Maintenance
Rick Figge. Director of Environmental Services Dee Byrd’s office
and the neighboring one also had
their floors wet because of the concrete foundation. Since it was originally made around 1924 and only
touched up around 1945, there was
no stopping that sort of flooding.
Students and faculty may notice that the north wall of the Si
Commons has water stains, and
that’s true—it’s due to the water piling up from the heavy rains sweeping the city. Although many recent
summer repairs held, the brick on
the roof of the Commons absorbed
the water, became saturated, and
then soaked the inside walls. The
high winds during December didn’t
help with the brick saturation and
movement of the roof water.
“When it’s raining that much,
there’s only so much that gets
drained off and going through the
drains, and the some of it’s just getting onto the walls with some of
these high winds, and then saturating into the brick, and then it transfers right through the brick, and, if
it can, goes down the interior of the

walls,” said Rankin. “It will find a
way in there.”
Figge is planning to seal the
west wall of the Danis Lobby—
where the F. Joseph Schulte Theatre
entrance is—because he has not yet
found any cracks in the roof connected to it. In order to make fixes to
the roof and walls, Figge has to use
a special temperature-sensitive seal
(55 to 60 degrees) that would stop
the brick from absorbing so much
water.
“A lot of these roof drains are
hard, hard, hard to find. When you
have such a big area, and you’ve got a
little bitty crack right there, you just
have to search and search and search
because it travels—it could come
from the ceiling and hit a boardjoint and travel ten feet and come
down,” said Figge. “You’re looking
over here, and the leak could really
be over there.”
Another leak was from the
Confucious Classroom in the Robinson Library, which came from another brick saturation that traveled
through the wall.
Excessive roof water also affected the wrestling room in the Danis
Field House, where water leaking
through the roof soaked some of the
ceiling panels after further investigation by Figge and Rankin. Water
was found soaking in through a
crack in the wall on the outside part
of the Field House.

“Just because you can see a
crack on the outside of the wall
doesn’t necessarily mean the water’s
going to penetrate the wall and then
go through and actually drip into the
ceiling,” said Rankin. “That was the
only time we’ve seen that kind of water penetrate that outside part there.”
After the rain, Rankin did a
check-up of the school to see if there
were any more repairs to be made.
“These are the types of things,
especially after a long, excessive
rain like this, it tends to make those
type of problems get magnified even
more because those are the types of
things you have to look after and
look for,” said Rankin.” We didn’t see
any of those types of issues when we
were walking around.”
Besides SLUH itself, many areas
around the Mississippi and Meramac
Rivers became flooded during those
rainy days. Many SLUH students
living in places near Valley Park,
Fenton, Eureka, and Saint Charles
County had either their or their
neighbors’ places flooded with water.
Although there was no flood
water in junior Daniel Webster’s
house in Valley Park, the river water near his house war rising abnormally quickly, where “people were
rushing in and out of their houses
trying to get anything they could out
so they wouldn’t be ruined by the
flood waters.”

His family stores a camping
trailer in a trailer park near Eureka,
and the floodwaters rose above the
38-foot prediction to around 47 feet
total, smashing the trailer into some
others. Currently, only a frame and
one tire has been found of Webster’s
trailer.
Junior Eric Heard lives in Fenton, where his neighborhood was
in a lockdown due to roads near his
house closing. Because the entrance
to his neighborhood was blocked by
water flooding from the Meramac,
he had to spend a portion of his
break inside or outside exploring.
“My friend and I actually went
up there, and we actually saw an
entire view of the flooding at I-44.
The entire bridge looked like it collapsed; it was just underwater. I-44
essentially looked like it became part
of the river,” said Heard.
Junior Sam Grasso lives near
Tapawingo National Golf Course,
right next to the Meramac, where
houses at the bottom of the hill had
basements completely flooded and
had to be sandbagged.
“Most of the main course was
underwater. It’s all receded now, but
you can see a lot of the mud and other gross stuff that’s lying around out
there,” said Grasso. “It was an inconvenience but actually brought the
community together. We had to help
people get out of their homes with
police and fireman also helping out.”
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Basketball struggles in tournament, rebounds against De Smet
BY Sam Perry
REPORTER

T

he Christmas season
wasn’t all that merry for
the St. Louis U. High varsity basketball team as they
went 1-2 in the the Coaches
vs. Cancer Tournament with
losses to lowly St. Charles
West and Lafayette, but the Jr.
Bills bounced back Wednesday night against De Smet
with a dominant 73-39 performance.
“We didn’t play the game
that we wanted to play,” said
senior Matt Nester about the
team’s performance throughout the holiday tournament.
“We lacked focus and execution.”
The Bills were sloppy on
offense and played porous
man-to-man defense, allowing the opposition to shoot
far too many free throws.
However, he also stressed
that the team has continued
to practice vigorously and
hoped to produce results.
Their hard work paid
off Wednesday night. From
the tip, SLUH dominated
the game, breaking down De
Smet’s 1-3-1 zone by moving
the ball around and getting
some easy buckets inside. Junior guard Anthony Hughes
noted that being aggressive
and attacking the glass was
one of the team’s priorities
coming into Wednesday
night’s game. SLUH recorded
an astounding 13 offensive
rebounds and shot 70 percent
from the three-point line.
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Senior Matt Nester at Wednesday’s victory against De Smet.

“I’ve been putting up
around 600 to 700 shots,” said
Nester when asked how he
was preparing for De Smet.
The second quarter continued on the same note with
the Jr. Bills playing solid manto-man defense and shutting
down the Spartans in the halfcourt.
The game nearly took a
turn for the worse with two
hard fouls in succession from
De Smet’s Colin Riesmeyer
on sophomore Mikey Sanders
and junior Brandon McKissic.
The chaos quickly died down,

at least for the Billikens, as senior Daniel Jackson recorded
three steals in the second
quarter alone.
“I felt I had to bring more
energy to the court,” said
Jackson.
He and the rest of the
substitutes provided plenty of
energy. Clearly, defense had
been a focus all week for the
Jr. Bills in preperation for the
Spartans. SLUH recorded 12
steals on the night and forced
numerous other turnovers.
The half ended with SLUH
leading 36-14.

Last time the Jr. Billikens and the Spartans met, De
Smet hit a buzzer-beater to
win at home 51-49. The halftime talk focused on keeping
intensity high to avoid another letdown. The Jr. Bills did
not disappoint.
SLUH threw down two
monster dunks during the
third quarter, one from senior
David Jackson, the other a
lane-clearing jam from junior
B.J. Wilson which brought
the Danis Field House crowd
to its feet. The Jr. Bills continued forcing turnovers and

capitalizing off them as Matt
Nester hit several more threes
off the fast break throughout
the course of the game. SLUH
cruised through the third
quarter, which ended 58-26 in
favor of the Jr. Bills.
De Smet started off the
fourth quarter with a bit of
spark from junior Ryan Stipanovich, who made a couple
of slick assists and added a
couple of nice buckets, but by
then it was too late. SLUH’s
ball movement and energy
were overwhelming. Juniors
Ryan Hebenstreit and Nick

Hockey attains J-Cup then loses to CBC for second time this season
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Sophomore Joe Winklemann on New Years’ Day against CBC.
BY Tim Nile
SPORTS EDITOR

T

he St. Louis U High
hockey team has had a
productive month as they
went 4-1 with a 5-2 win over
Timberland, a 4-3 win in
the Jesuit Cup, a 7-0 shutout
against Chaminade, a 4-2 loss
to CBC, and a 5-2 win over
Chaminade this past month.
The team’s month of
greatness started off against
Timberland on Thursday
Dec. 17, when senior Jonah
Schwartz and his brother
freshman Gabriel Schwartz
teamed up to account for
three of five goals in the Jr.
Bills’ 5-2 win.
In their next game, the Jr.

Bills took down De Smet 4-3
to regain custody of the Jesuit
Cup.
The Jr. Bills went up 4-1
with 9:20 left in the second
period, and though De Smet
crept back into the game, the
Jr. Bills held on for the 4-3
win.
“It was close,” said head
coach Kevin Fitzpatrick. “De
Smet worked hard and our
kids worked hard but it was
a full game. The Jesuit Cup
brings out the best of both
teams, but our kids battled
and we came out on top which
was nice.”
The team’s month of
greatness continued against
Chaminade on Monday Dec.

28 when the Jr. Bills shut out
the Red Army 7-0, but the
win streak was halted as the
Jr. Bills faced their toughest competitor of the season,
CBC, on New Years’ Day in a
4-2 loss.
The Cadets were first to
strike with 6:37 left in the first
period on a pass from behind
the net, and added another
1:37 later when Bud Winter
recovered a cross-goal pass
and buried it in the upper left
corner.
“They capitalized on every mistake we made,” said
Fitzpatrick. “We don’t make a
lot of them but they seem to
find a way to take advantage
of it.”
The Jr. Bills were able to
fight back late in the first period with a goal of their own
when sophomore Joe Winkelman tipped in a hard shot
from senior captain Patrick
Pence.
The first period ended
2-1 in the favor of CBC but
the Jr. Bills had outshot the
Cadets 8-4.
Then, to open the second period, freshman Henry
Wagner tied the game at two
off an assist from freshman
Justin Jacoby.
“It was a great pass from
Jacoby, I was just in the right
place,” said Wagner. “I think it
was mostly his help but it was
a great feeling.”

“Our big guys got to
come through in those big
games too. When they come
through then we win,” said
Fitzpatrick. “But it’s nice to
see those younger guys chipping, especially against that
team. We have to have secondary scoring.”
However, the young Jr.
Bill offensive prowess only
got so far, and CBC opened
the third period with a power
play goal to give the Cadets
the lead again.
“A few mental breakdowns and that’s all it takes
against one of the top teams
in the league,” said Pence.
The Cadets wrapped up
their 4-2 win with a wraparound goal with five minutes
remaining in the game.
“Obviously the result
wasn’t what we wanted,” said
Fitzpatrick. “It’s a marathon,
not a sprint.”
The Jr. Bills will play the
Cadets one more time in the
regular season, on Jan. 22, in
their penultimate game before playoffs. The team has
been working on tighter defensive zone coverage to prepare for the playoffs.
The Jr. Bills bounced
back from their loss to CBC
with a 5-2 win against Chaminade Tuesday night. Highlights of the game included
Winkleman scoring two
goals, one on a rebound from

a shot by junior Luke Gassett
and the other assisted by Jacoby from behind the net.
“We’re trying to work
on things,” said Fitzpatrick.
“We’re trying to play to our
level and not the other team’s
level. We’re trying to gear up.
We have one last shot at CBC
on the 22nd. We’re not look-

Lally each added two points
off of wonderful ball movement. The game came to a
close, 73-39 SLUH over DeSmet.
“We still need to work
on its on-ball defending,” said
coach Todd Basler about the
team’s performance. “We can’t
continue to send teams to the
line if we’re going to be successful.”
De Smet shot 18 free
throws and converted on 12.
Basler noted that the team’s
energy was vital in getting
De Smet out of their comfort
zone, especially in half-court
offense.
Sophomore Mikey Sanders returned to action on
Wednesday night and his
impact was felt immediately.
His on-ball pressure, calm
ball-handling, and smooth
jumper were all missed over
the break.
The Bills take on Vianney tonight at 7:00 here in
the Danis Field House. The
Griffins are led by sophomore phenom Carte’Are Gordon, who averages around 20
points per game.
“We’re working with
the bigs every day now,” said
coach Basler.
“We’re going to come
out with the same mindset
as (Wednesday night),” said
Daniel Jackson. “We’re going
to play hard and play defense.”
If tonight’s game goes
anything like Wednesday
night’s game, look out Vianney.

ing past anybody.”
The Jr. Bills’ next game is
tonight at 9:45 at the Grindhouse on Gravois against De
Smet. The Spartans will be
looking for revenge after their
Jesuit Cup loss.

Racquetball keeps rolling

BY Andrew
STAFF

T

Modder

he St. Louis U. High varsity racquetball team
continued its unstoppable
regular season play over the
break, rolling over Lindbergh,
Parkway West, and Kirkwood
to claim three more wins and
move to a perfect 5-0 record.
The team faced off
against the Lindbergh Flyers
before Christmas break on
Saturday, Dec. 12, sweeping
them easily. In fact, all seven
matches took just two games;
there were no tiebreakers necessary.
This domination was
most clearly seen in the stellar
performances by seniors John
Correa and Charlie Mueth,
who lost just 14 points combined in their wins.
“It was a good match for
us after the tough ones we had
with Kirkwood and Parkway
West,” said Mueth. “We got
back to dominating and got

out of that really tough competition for a little while.”
After the easy defeat of
the Flyers, the Jr. Bills then
met with Parkway West on
Dec.16, who provided much
better competition.
Despite snatching a 5-2
victory, the team let up more
points, and two matches went
to tiebreakers, which led to
both of the losses. Perhaps
this unexpected sluggishness
from the team came from the
fact that the match was during
exam week and fatigue played
a greater factor, but nevertheless, the team moved to 4-0.
After a two-week break,
the team geared up to take on
Kirkwood on Tuesday; the Jr.
Bills defeated the Pioneers 5-2
earlier in the season.
“Our goal was to beat
them like we had again, but
with improvements,” said
Mueth.
And improvement was

continued on page 7
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Wrestling takes holiday break

R-Ball serves up more wins
(continued from page 6)

seen on the scoreboard, as the
Jr. Bills swept the Pioneers in
decisive fashion to claim another victory.
The team as a whole performed very well, with just
one match going to a tiebreaker.
No. 1 seed Chris Schulze
(Jr.) continued his spectacular play, improving his overall season record (including
tournaments) to 12-0 with a
hard-fought victory over John
Dowell. Dowell did not bring
his A-game to this match, and
it cost him as Schulze capitalized on his mistakes and beat
him 15-12, 15-14.
“I came out pretty strong
and my jam serves were working really well,” said Schulze.
“And in the second game my
pass shots were really good
and made it difficult for John.”
Senior Tim Juergens, the
No. 2 seed, faced off against
Jt Westcott, whom he handily
defeated 15-6, 15-10. Juergens
controlled the entire match as
he finally figured out how to
defeat Westcott, whom he had
lost to earlier in the season.
Correa battled Jacob
Hauck, a familiar opponent
who beat him in the first contest against Kirkwood.
“I played him in the very
first match of the year and he
beat me,” said Correa. “Going
into the match I just wanted to
start off strong and remember
his game plan and then stick
to mine.”
Correa and Hauck exchanged huge leads from
game to game, the other making good comebacks in response to the big leads, but in
the end Correa prevailed 15-8,
15-13.
“He is one of my biggest
competitors for state so it was
a relief to finally beat him,”
said Correa.
Mueth went head to head
with Brendan Justin in their
second matchup. After a great

BY Jake Lepak
REPORTER

O

ver the last month, the
St. Louis U High wrestling team has lost to Vianney,
had two weeks of rest, and
then returned to action Tuesday against Ritenour, Fox,
and MICDS where they beat
Ritenour, but fell to Fox and
MICDS.
After losing 51-30 against
Vianney on the Dec. 18, the
wrestling team began a twoweek hiatus from matches in
order to recover and heal.
After a slow start to the
first half of the season, the
wrestling team used this break
to reevalutate different types
of moves and strategies. Many
on the team were happy to get
that extended break to take a
step back and improve on the
little things which can make
Artwork | joe fentress and brendan voigt
all the difference in a wres11-1 start in the first game, duo Vincent Freeman and tling match.
Mueth delayed and pulled out Andrew Thomas completed
“After the break, we got
a slight 15-12 victory. How- the sweep with a 15-11, 15-6
ever, in the second game, he win over Jack Knoll and DanBY Jack Schweizer and
tried a greater variety of shots iel Stobbe.
and was more cautious, caus“They have really im- Adam Uhlenbrock
REPORTERS
ing Justin to make more mis- proved as the year has gone
takes en route to a 15-9 vic- on,” said Mueth. “Their comn an effort to improve the
tory.
munication has been very
athletic program, SLUH
“I knew I improved a lot good.”
hired new strength and condiand had a better understandThe Jr. Bills now move tioning coach Jon McCutchen
ing of how to play against him, closer to State and Nationals, over winter break.
but I didn’t really know how and with this recent victory
Last year, when athletic
he had improved,” said Mueth. they feel much better off than trainer Kim Brun went on
“But I came out with my regu- earlier in the season.
maternity leave, head golf
lar game plan and it worked.”
“Kirkwood is probably coach Scott Gilbert asked
Senior Jacob Longinette, our best competition, and McCutchen if he wanted to
the No. 5 seed, played Brian beating them 7-0 and also fill in as athletic trainer. McGoyda, getting off to a slow beating Lafayette by a lot I Cutchen gladly accepted, but
start with a 9-15 loss in the think shows improvement as noticed the school did not
first game. But he responded the season has gone on,” said have a strength and condiin the second game, win- Schulze.
tioning program. McCutchen
ning 15-8, and then won the
“This win gives us a real talked with athletic director
tiebreaker thanks to sharper boost of confidence going into Chris Muskopf over break,
mechanics and greater endur- the final weeks of the season,” and was soon hired as the new
ance than Goyda.
said Correa. “And we feel like strength and conditioning
No. 6 seed Rich Helfrey we have greatly improved coach for student athletes and
(Sr.) won his match against since the beginning of the any other students interested.
Thomas Reynolds 15-14, 15-3, regular season.”
Whether it’s working
and despite having just an avThe team looks ahead to with wrestlers in the weight
erage first game, he returned its next match next Thursday room, helping basketball playto his game plan and easily got against Jesuit rival De Smet. ers recover from injuries, or
the win.
The match is at Vetta Concord setting up exercise programs
Finally, senior doubles and begins at 3:30 pm.
to help students lose weight,
McCutchen’s goal is to help

a lot of time to recollect ourselves,” said senior captain
Henry Mungenast.
The break was used also
by the athletes to recover from
various injuries. Junior captain Danny Trittler was able to
fully recover from his concussion and return to the mat.
“The team has worked
hard and now we have some
of our wrestlers back from injury,” said Trittler.
Mungenast was able to
rest his shoulder, which has
been giving him pains all season, sophomore Buck Chevalier recovered from a concussion, and senior Justice Binder
recovered from ringworm.
The team put this new
focus and mindset to the test
at a tough quad meet on Tuesday against Ritenour, Fox, and
MICDS. The Jr. Bills beat Ritenour 42-36 and lost to Fox
59-18 and MICDS 39-33, despite big wins from Trittler,

Mungenast, Binder, junior
Nate Henty, and sophomore
Chase Kormanek.
The team now looks forward to the second half of
the year. Top wrestlers Binder, Trittler, and Mungenast
are planning for the District
Tournament. If Mungenast
and Binder, the two seniors on
the team, perform well at the
district finals, they will qualify
for the State Tournament this
year.
“Qualifying for State has
always been something that
I have been shooting for this
whole season,” said Mungenast. “That just has been
something I have been building on since my freshman
year. I also want to finish the
season with twice as many
wins as losses.”
The wrestling team ends
the busy week with the Vianney Tournament tonight and
Saturday morning.

any student who wants to live
a healthier lifestyle.
“We’re just trying to create an environment for the
school to promote fitness and
a healthy lifestyle to all the
students,” said McCutchen.
The benefits of exercise
are not only seen on the field.
Studies have shown that exercise improves cognitive function in the classroom and enhances sleep quality as well.
When working with athletes, McCutchen has different
programs for each sport based
on the different physical demands. He also helps injured
players focus on working out
different parts of their body
when recovering. McCutchen
can also offer assistance to
making sure students have
proper form when lifting
weights.
McCutchen has already
started working with members of the golf team, including sophomore Andrew
Mikes.
“We have an over the

winter golf program mostly
leg strength for golf, and lower back. He gave us a demonstration on what to do,” said
Mikes.
Junior Joe Reznikov has
also gotten to know McCutchen through workouts with the
golf team this winter.
“He really makes an effort to make sure we’re doing the workouts correctly,”
said Reznikov. “I’m excited
to continue to work with him
throughout the season.”
McCutchen’s
strength
and conditioning program is
on Mondays, Wednesdays,
and Fridays. By next year, his
goal is to increase them to five
days a week.
“I’m hoping for basketball, football, and soccer
(that) late in games kids still
look fresh on the field; for
golf, more range of motion;
and, for students, their overall health improvements,” said
McCutchen.

New strength coach joins athletic dept.

I

—Underclassmen Sports Report—
JV Wrestling
12/10/15
SLUH
Festus

24
0

12/10/15
SLUH
Pattonville

0
28

JV Blue Hockey
12/12/15
SLUH(W)
SLUH(B)
12/13/15
Chaminade
SLUH

1
5
0
4

JV White Hockey

12/20/15
SLUH
Chaminade

12/12/15
SLUH(W)
SLUH(B)

1
5

12/27/15
Fort Zumwalt West 0
SLUH
10

12/13/15
SLUH
CBC

3
2

1/3/16
SLUH
CBC

12/20/15
SLUH
Kirkwood

4
2

12/29/15
SLUH
Marquette

3
1

7

1
0

3
5

B-Team Hockey
12/13/15
SLUH
Lafayette

0
12

12/19/15
Kirkwood
SLUH

3
6

1/2/16
SLUH
7
Lutheran South 3

C-team Blue
Basketball
Editors Note: Head coach
Chuck McCall could no provide the scores to the games
played over the past month.

C-team White
Basketball
12/18/15
SLUH
De Smet

38
32

12/21/15
SLUH
Vianney

53
20

12/28/15
SLUH
Kirkwood

35
36

Wrestling
Nightbeat

12/29/15
SLUH
48
Cardinal Ritter 47
12/30/15
SLUH
Northwest

54
37

1/4/16
SLUH
DeSmet-

53
39

The SLUH Wrestling Team lost to
the CBC Cadets, 62-6, in a dual meet
last night. The Jr. Bills’ sole win came
from Junior captain Danny Trittler.

B-Team
Basketball
12/18/15
SLUH
De Smet

40
37

1/6/16
SLUH
De Smet

42
37

— Gabe Lepak, Will Farroll, Nick Gima, and Matt Godar contributed to reporting

Upcoming Events
-Hockey: Tonight at 9:45 at Affton
against De Smet
-Wrestling: Tonight and TomorrowVianney Tourney
-Basketball: Tonight at 7 against
Vianney
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School Day

Around the Hallways
SLUH library gives away New York
Times microfilms
SLUH librarian Lynne Casey handed out microfilms from the New York
Times for free to all interested students
who stopped by the library at the end
of semester exam week. Casey was first
inspired by a Prep News reporter who
asked for one of the microfilm boxes
sitting on Casey’s desk during an interview with her. “I didn’t want to just
throw them away,” said Casey. “The
thought horrifies me.” Casey distributed
the microfilms in boxes divided by year,
ranging from 1901-1970, with 52 weeks
of film per box, and an estimated total
of 3640 total microfilms. People took
weeks of their parents being born, historic world events, and other things that
were interesting to them. Microfilms are
still available for the taking in the library.
Class of 2015 holds first reunion
Held on December 28, 2015, the
Class of 2015’s reunion included the

Friday, January 8

Saint Louis favorites—Imo’s, Pretzel
Boys, Ted Drewes, Fitz’s, and Syberg’s.
The class had lunch and mingled. Lisa
Jellinek, a Mother’s Club officer and
organizer of Cashbah, coordinated the
event with senior mom reps for the
164 members signed up. Their lock-in,
which happened on the night of graduation, helped pay for this event. This was
their first reunion after graduation, and
the fee was $25 for admission, but in exchange, they got to enjoy the Saint Louis
favorites.

Schedule R
AP
Snack—Bosco Sticks
Lunch Special—Chinese Special
Vegetarian—Black Bean Burger
4:00pm C Blue Basketball vs. Vianney
5:00pm C Wrestling vs. De Smet
5:30pm B Basketball vs. Vianney @ SLUH
7:00pm V Basketball vs. Vianney @ SLUH
9:45pm V Hockey vs. De Smet @ Affton Ice Rink

bic, teaching English at a university in
Casablanca, and doing volunteer work.
The two-week trip in Northern Africa
was a “really interesting mix of culture”
according to Renard. Their family traveled along the coast and deserts, navi- Saturday, January 9
gated through cities, and even bartered 10:30pm V Hockey vs. Lindbergh @ Webster Ice Arena
at a market for a teapot. One of Renard’s
favorite experiences was “the ability of Sunday, January 10
human beings to distinguish between 7:45pm JV Blue Hockey vs. DeSmet Maroon @ Affton
governments and people” as she had
Ice Rink
“100 percent positive and warm encoun- 9:00pm JV White Hockey vs. Chaminade @ Affton
ters with everybody.” Renard hopes to
Ice Rink
go back to Morocco and highly recommends the trip to everyone.
Monday, January 11
Schedule R

Renard rocks Morocco
Over Christmas Break, French
teacher Suzanne Renard and her family Night With the Pros
traveled to Morocco to visit her eldest
On Wednesday night, many juniors
son, who is studying Moroccan Ara- and their parents gathered in the theater
to listen to representatives from Centre
College (Ken.), the University of Chicago (Ill.), and the University of Missouri
– Columbia. Each representative gave
brief overviews of what type of school
they represented, whether it be liberal
arts or flagship research school. After
a large group discussion, students had
the opportunity to listen to two of the
three representatives in short breakout
sessions, in which the representatives
elaborated on the large group discussion
and answered questions specific to admissions, housing, or curriculum.

AP

Junior Liturgical Choir Rehearsal
Snack—Pizza Sticks
Lunch Special—Chick-fil-A
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese
4:15pm C Basketball vs. Ladue
5:00pm Senior Project Reflection

Tuesday, January 12

Schedule R
AP
Snack—Bosco Sticks
Lunch Special—Steak & Cheese Sandwiches
Vegetarian—Olive Oil Pasta
4:15pm C Blue Basketball vs. Parkway West @ SLUH
8:00pm B Basketball vs. Duchesne @ CBC Tournament
9:40pm JV White Hockey vs. Timberland @ Hardee’s
Ice Plex

Wednesday, January 13

Schedule R
AP
Snack—Turnovers
Instructional Council retreats
Lunch Special—Hand-Breaded Chicken Strips
Vegetarian—Black Bean Burgers
The Instructional Council, composed of department chairs and adminThursday, January 14
istrators, decamped to Jesuit Hall yesterJunior Liturgical Choir Rehearsal
day to reflect on the previous semester AP
Snack—Mini Tacos
and plan for the upcoming one.

Schedule R

Lunch Special—Papa John’s

Vegetarian—Sweet Potatoes
—Joe Boyce, Sam Chechik, Galen Bacha4:00pm
C White Basketball vs. Westminster 		
rier, Andrew Modder, Jack Sinay.
photo | Nolen Doorack

Junior Syed Fakhryzada and freshman Antwine Willis looked through the microfilms.

Christian Academy
5:00pm B Basketball @ CBC Tournament
9:00pm V Hockey vs. Vianney @ Affton Ice Rink

calendar | Liam Connolly

Football field undergoes turf replacement
(continued from page 8)

the old turf. Once the lines
and logos are cut into the new
layer and replaced with the
colored pieces, the new field
will be complete.
“The first time you put
(turf) in, there’s a lot higher
expense and a lot more work
to do,” said Muskopf. “Because
you have to dig pretty deep,
install the drainage, put in
base layers, and then build up
to the rock that’s underneath.”
A committee was formed
in order to begin searching for
a company to partner with, including Rankin, Muskopf, Director of Alumni Relations &
Data Joseph Komos, and President David Laughlin. This

group met with the five to six
companies that had submitted
their proposals and bids for
the turf, setting parameters
such as the length and material used in the inner layers.
The groups gave out references, prices, and options
for their proposals, and the
group met to make a final decision, choosing Shaw Sports
Turf as the company with
which to work with. Shaw is
responsible for the turf on
several fields around St. Louis,
most recently at St. John Vianney’s. The new layer of turf itself, however, is almost identical to the model first installed
ten years ago.
“What’s good about our

Comic | Paul Anthony

decision-making process is
that it wasn’t just a single
person,” said Rankin. “It was
a group of people getting information from the athletic
and facilities departments,
as well as the administration.
We made the decision process
about the best turf we could
put down on the field for our
students within a reasonable
time, before spring sports
would fully start up, which
created about a February 22nd
to March 1st deadline.”
SLUH teams can look
forward to playing on the new
turf this coming spring.

The cartoon does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Prep News or St. Louis U. High.

A trip to the snow
(continued from page 8)

costumes online. It was a hit
with everyone immediately.
“Everywhere we went
people loved the idea; everyone thought it was funny,” said
junior Joe Schwartz. “People
were always asking ‘Where’s
the gorilla?’ It was great.”
The Outdoor Adventure

A view of Siberia
Bowl during the
segment of the trip
in Vail.

Club is always looking for
people to join who love nature and exploring. The club
goes on a trip every season. In
the spring the club is thinking
about going on another ski
trip for those who missed this
one. Zarrick hopes to organize
a trip to central Europe for the
summer.
photo | Sam Perry

