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80-page
Coaching great Martel dies at 91
Sisyphus
out next
week Wed.
BY John Michael Fitzgerald
CORE STAFF

A

fter much anticipation,
Sisyphus will be releasing its 2015 winter issue next
Wednesday. Inscribed on the
front cover is a portrait of a
face giving a frightening stare
in a dramatic black and white
shot.
Sisyphus, led by a group
of student editors as well
as English teachers Frank
Kovarik and Richard Moran,
is a magazine compiled of literature, poetry, and art submitted by students.
“It is bursting with great
material,” said Moran. “We
were really happy with what
we were able to get in and I
think it is one of our best issues ever.”
On the inside of the front
cover, a collage of various
colored art is displayed, contrasting the darker image on
the front of the cover.
One piece to look out for
in the upcoming issue is a story titled “Affections.” The plot
entails a kid who finds himself with attractions he didn’t
expect himself to have and he
has to cope with these new
feelings he has discovered.
The publication will cost
25 cents and will be 80 pages
long, not including the cover
page—the same length as it
was last year. Approximately
350 copies will be available
for purchase Moran said.
Some other anticipated
works are “The Violin and the
Violinist,” a fictional story of
love and betrayal by senior
Andrew Groesch, and “Drawbridge,” a story about a man
who works in a music store
who encounters problems
that disrupts the harmony
within the store, by senior Lucas Kammerer.
Along with these works
of literature, junior Matt
Smith’s poem titled “The
Void” imagines a Christian
monk from centuries ago
contemplating how the sky
above and the vast seas relate
to his religious vocation.
Exceptional artwork is
also featured in the magazine,
with photographs from junior
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Capt. Roche, ’03, dies
in helicopter crash
BY Nolen Doorack and
Leo Heinz
EDITORS

T

he Jan. 14 crash of two
U.S. Marine Corps helicopters off the coast of Hawaii
that made national headlines
included SLUH alum Kevin
Roche, ’03. The Marine Corps
declared Roche and the other eleven Marines dead last
week. The daily 7:20 a.m.
Mass was dedicated to Roche
last Friday.
“He was very reluctant to
push forward his accomplishments,” said Ralph Houlihan,
S.J., who celebrated the Mass.
Houlihan spoke with several
of Roche’s classmates who attended the Mass.
photo | courtesy of Mr. David Laughlin
Martel with fellow SLUH great Joseph Schulte last fall.
“He was proud of being an alum of this place. He
BY Joseph Reznikov
physical education teacher a.m. at St. Catherine Laboure was proud of being a pilot. He
CORE STAFF
Paul Martel. Martel passed Church.
was proud of being a Marine,”
he St. Louis U High away at St. Anthony’s MediA World War II Navy President David Laughlin,
community lost one of cal Center, two weeks shy of Veteran, Martel was hired as
its most esteemed and well his 92nd birthday. The visi- varsity football coach at SLUH
known members this past tation was held yesterday at in 1959 and posted a 200-79-8
Sunday, Jan. 24, with the pass- Kutis Funeral home and the overall record during his tening of ex-football coach and Funeral Mass is today at 9:30
continued on page 5

T

who has spoken with Roche’s
mother Catherine over the
phone a couple times.
“I know he knew he was
getting a wonderful education
there,” said Catherine Roche.
She and her husband Steve
got back from Hawaii this
week, after attending a service
for him there.
His mother described
him as a “very generous”
person and said he always insisted on paying when taking
them out to eat.
“He just wanted to pay
the whole (bill),” she said.
The Roches said how
the Marines in Hawaii spoke
highly of Kevin—as a captain
and as a friend. They learned
how he gave an extra bike
away to someone in need. He
enjoyed the outdoors in Hawaii and also when he lived

continued on page 4

Through storm Jonas,
March trip goes as
(kind of)
Barnidge, ’99, creates smartphone charger planned
Sam Chechik and Zach Congresswoman Ann WagBY Galen
STAFF

BY

Bacharier

I

n an age dominated by
quickly advancing technology and mobile devices, it’s a
wonder the method by which
they’re charged hasn’t evolved
as well. Cords dominate the
walls and floors, wires are
exposed from overuse, and
plugs are misplaced and stolen among family and friends.
With the help of Kickstarter,
Patrick Barnidge, ’99, is developing a solution to these
problems, called the RABBITcharger.
The first prototype for
the device was recently com-

pleted, and RABBITcharger’s
official website has been
overhauled, paving the way
for the product’s Kickstarter,
which will be opened sometime in the next week and a
half. (Kickstarter is a funding
website which allows anyone
to conceptualize a project and
ask for the investments of
any people that may be interested.)
RABBITcharger’s Kickstarter, which will run for
approximately 44 days with
an aim of around $35,000,
will focus on funding the first
batch of retail production, as
well as a couple hundred early

photo | courtesy of Mr. Patrick Barnidge

continued on page 4 Barnidge’s new RABBITcharger for mobile devices.
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Franco-phile
Senior David Stolz, who has
cystic fibrosis, got to meet actor
James Franco through the Makea-Wish Foundation last week.
Page 2
News

Robots take over Field House
SLUH Robotics hosted the Clavius Project, a robotics competition aimed at encouraging STEM
activities among grade school
students. Page 2

models for beta testing. Sur- Hennes
CORE STAFF, REPORTER
plus funds from the campaign
he coming of winter
will go towards research and
development of the commerprevented most schools
cial version of the charger, as in the St. Louis Archdiowell as the second production cese from attending the 2016
run of the residential model. March for Life in WashingThe product will be re- ton, D.C., but St. Louis U.
leasing for $29 on Kickstarter, High braved the winter storm
with an early bird discount Jonas.
ranging anywhere from $25
“I knew from the start
to $27. After the campaign, that, for us, safety was not a
the retail price will likely be in concern; it was a concern for
the $35 to $37 range. Various anyone on a highway,” said
“stretch goals” will also be im- English teacher and Students
plemented, in which bonuses for Life moderator David
are added onto the campaign Callon. “We were never worif landmarks past the original ried about if we had a place to
funding are met.
sleep, food to eat, and all that
“If I raise a significant stuff. It was just a matter of
amount above the original missing a class day.”
funding mark, I’ll put out difCallon, Assistant Princiferent color models for the pal for Mission Jim Linhares,
charger,” said Barnidge.
ASC physics teacher Bradley
Like most campaigns on Mueller, and Laurie Milnor
the website, RABBITcharger’s (mother of freshman Reed)
Kickstarter will include sever- led 29 students—six freshal different reward tiers based men, nine sophomores, seven
on the amount invested, with juniors, and seven seniors—
lower tiers including a t-shirt on the trip.
and extra charging tips, and
On Thursday afterupper tiers featuring addi- noon, the group departed on
tional chargers.
Southwest Airlines; junior Joe
Barnidge received help Laughlin had an interesting
in designing the products plane ride, as he had the opcontinued on page 4 portunity to sit and talk with
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T

IVLP visits SLUH
Eight members of the International Visitor Leadership Program came to SLUH last week to
learn about religion in an American private high school setting.
Page 3

Sports

News

Feeling the burn
After upsetting Hazelwood Central and finishing second in the
Belleville East tournament, basketball looks to continue hot
streak. Page 6

What shapes Clay?
Representative Lacy Clay (DMO) visited SLUH last week and
discussed how his faith has influenced his political stances. Page 2

Hungry hungry Hockeybills
Although Hockey fell 7-2 to
CBC, they will face De Smet and
Westminster this weekend in the
first round of the playoffs. Page 6
Sports

ner.

On Friday, the 29 students and four chaperones
boarded the Metro and headed to the Jesuit Mass and Rally for Life at Gonzaga Prep.
Fr. Tim Kesicki, S.J., presided
and Rev. Patrick Gilger, S.J.,
said the homily, where he
talked about the Apostles and
why Jesus chose them.
“I have been on this trip
every year since I was a freshman, and I have always loved
the Mass at Gonzaga Prep because of all the Jesuit schools
that come and being able to
celebrate this common cause
with them is really cool,” said
senior Chris Weingart.
The Mass and Rally led
into the walk towards the start
of the March, which began
near the Washington Monument. Tens of thousands of
pro-lifers attended despite the
winter storm. They walked for
about 30 minutes to the Capitol building. Just as the march
began, the snow started to
fall.
“The March is a great
thing because you are walking and get this amazing feeling with thousands of other

continued on page 4
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Rep. Lacy Clay visits, discusses faith and politics

2

BY Andrew
STAFF

Modder

R

epresentative Lacy Clay
(D-MO) visited SLUH
last Friday and met with some
St. Louis U. High students and
faculty to learn more about
the school and discuss specific political positions he holds.
The meeting with Clay coincided with a meeting students
attending the March for Life
in D.C. had with Congresswoman Ann Wagner about
similar topics.
Underclassmen gathered
during their lunch period
in Campus Ministry to talk
with Clay, posing many questions, a good amount of them
pertaining to his position on
abortion and how religion affects his work.
“It was a neat experience
to meet a Congressman,” said
sophomore James Pollard. “I
thought he was very educated
just by the way he answered
our questions because honestly they were really tough
questions to respond to.”
“He seemed very comfortable interacting with the
students and was glad to be
here,” said Campus Minister
Meg Beugg. “I also appreciate that he was willing to talk
about abortion and explain
his position and to talk about
other issues even if not everyone agreed with those posi-

A

Clay in Campus Ministry on last Friday.

tions he held.”
In the aftermath of the
meeting, Beugg scheduled a
reflection meeting on Monday to discuss Clay’s answers
to questions and opinions
about his responses in general.
“(The meeting) was good
in terms of keeping the conversation open, since politics
are so polarizing,” said Campus Minister Pepe Ruiz, S.J.
“I think here at SLUH we are
trying to do the opposite (of
politics) in trying to listen

to each other and learn from
each other.”
Nearly all students who
attended the meeting with
Clay came to share their
thoughts and reactions about
some of the comments made
by the Congressman.
“We formed sort of a neat
community with people from
different aspects of the school
coming together to talk about
this,” said Beugg. “I hope
those kind of discussions continue.”
“I think it’s important for

photo | Ms. Meg Beugg

our students to have exposure
to kind of the real world,” said
Ruiz. “Him coming to our
school was a good thing for
people to see and to help our
students in their discernment
of their future careers.”
The idea of Clay visiting
SLUH first came up on Advocacy Day and the Ignatian
Family Teach-In for Justice
(IFTJ) in November 2014. The
IFTJ attendees were meeting
with Clay to talk about comprehensive immigration reform in the United States.

photo | Ms. Meg Beugg

Stolz meets James Franco through Make-a Wish

T

his past Martin Luther
King day senior David
Stolz flew out to Hollywood
for a week to meet actor
James Franco as part of a wish
granted by the Make-A-Wish
Foundation.
In seventh grade the

Students participate in
diversity day through
Youth Leadership STL
BY Andrew
STAFF

SLUH students interested in social justice with Clay after the meeting Friday.

BY Sam Goedeker
REPORTER

January 29, 2016

Make-a-Wish Foundation at a
fundraiser approached Stolz,
who has Cystic Fibrosis, a disorder where thick mucus is
built up in the lungs but can
subdued by antibiotics.
Make-A-Wish told Stolz
he qualified for a wish and
had to make a wish before
he turned 18. So Stolz, who

waited to make his wish, contacted the local Make-A-Wish
Foundation in St. Louis about
six months ago wanting to
collect his wish.
His wish was to meet actor James Franco. “I had just
watched the movie The Interview with James Franco and I
thought he would be a funny

photo | courtesy of stolz Family

Senior David Stolz (third from left) with movie star James Franco (far right) in California.

guy to meet,” said Stolz.
The Foundation gave the
Stolz family an all-paid trip to
California for four days and
money so they could go shopping for the time they were
there.
Stolz and his family finally met Franco on the third
day of the trip. “It was kind of
weird, because he’s in the new
movie The Disaster Artist and
was acting as his character
the whole time we were with
him,” said Stolz.
The new movie is about
the making of director Tommy Wiseau’s 2003 movie The
White Room.
For the visit, the Stolzes
got picked up by a limo and
taken to the set of the movie,
when Franco gave them a personal tour of the movie set.
Stolz and his family watched
Franco film a scene, and ate
lunch with the cast, and at the
end of the day, Franco signed
the book that the movie is
based on.
The Stolz family also
traveled around California for
part of their trip, went on a
stars tour in Hollywood, and
attended San Diego Padres
game.

Pluff

group of St. Louis U.
High students got a lesson in acceptance and diversity through a program put on
by Youth Leadership St. Louis,
on Saturday Jan. 16.
The students involved
are current juniors that had
been chosen late last year to
take part in the Youth Leadership St. Louis program.
The program, led by FOCUS
St. Louis, is designed to train
students with skills directed
towards leadership. The group
from SLUH consists of juniors
Blake Johnson, Joe Laughlin,
Sam Chechik, Mitch Batschelett, Niles Bernabe, Maurice
Glass, and Will Jefferson. The
group had been taking part
in different conferences and
activities over the past year,
focusing on diversity and betterment of community.
The most recent conference focused on diversity and
acceptance of differences. The
experience featured speakers,
group discussions and group
activities, all with the overall
goal of understanding the definition of prejudice and hate
towards differences. The participants prepared by taking
a look at assigned readings
prior to the actual day of activities in order to have some
context on what to expect.
The day continued with
an exercise that was intended
to prove the point that snap
judgements are frequently
rushed and inaccurate.
“We had to make snap
judgements about people to
show what first impressions
were, and how far from truth
they can be,” said Laughlin.
The day also included
a reflection on the trip to
the Holocaust museum that
had taken place earlier in the
week.
“The amount of impact
that the Holocaust Museum
had on the YLSL students
wasn’t surprising to me because the slicing truth of those
events cut deep into people
on Thursday,” said Chechik.
“Hearing those truths spoken
out loud was only more riveting to me.”
The participants experienced a variety of speakers who gave presentations
on everything from sexuality to racial differences. The
three main speakers were
Anna Warbelow from Wash.
U., Fatima Watidi, and Lecia

Rives.
Warbelow presented on
mainly sexuality based issues, going into depth about
the different sections that go
along with that topic.
Watidi spoke on racial
issues through the eyes of a
member of Islam. She discussed stereotypes that she
faces and the way that too often people categorize all Muslims as radical jihadists. She
redefined the idea of a jihad as
a “personal struggle,” meaning that it is a struggle of the
individual, not of a whole religious group.
Rives, a comedian and
motivational speaker, gave a
talk focused on following your
dream—your personal dream.
She centered on the weight of
your dream and how nothing
is heavier than that, saying
that the people you should
trust are those that take an interest in your dream—maybe
not as deeply as you do, but a
genuine interest.
“I was impressed with
(Rives) ability to energize the
students,” said English teacher
and SLUH YLSL leader and
advisor Frank Kovarik.
The students learned how
to discuss the many differences that face today’s society
in a respectful manner, while
using their leadership to foster
acceptance in their groups.
The day also included
breakout sessions that spoke
on many different topics dealing with differences and how
people saw them. In addition, the participants were to
engage in group discussions
designed to help foster new
viewpoints coming from the
other peoples’ opinions.
“I didn’t agree with everything that everyone was
saying, but it was definitely a
good eye-opener overall,” said
Johnson.
The small groups put
on small skits, after being assigned a topic, and were not
allowed to use any words in
them. The themes were pertinent to the topics discussed
throughout the day and the
teams were to exemplify the
idea without the use of verbal
language.
“I was really impressed
with the skits as a whole,” said
Kovarik. “The SLUH guys
seemed to take some charge
and did an outstanding job
given that they were given
such little time.”

ANDY WEIR, author of
THE MARTIAN
Monday, February 8
5:00 to 7:00 p.m.
FREE PIZZA!!!
Please RSVP using Google
Forms, and families are
welcome.

NEWS
Senior Project Spotlight
Bethesda Meadow
St. Agnes Home
January 29, 2016

BY Andrew Modder and
Jack Waters
STAFF, REPORTER

B

ethesda Meadow, a senior
living center in Ellisville
“provides exceptional senior
living, care, and services”
through retirement communities, nursing homes, and
other programs which attempt to “(create) supportive
and caring lifestyles for area
seniors,” according to its website.
Bethesda Meadow has
provided senior service since
1889, and the Bethesda Health
Group has eight other sites located throughout the St. Louis
area.
This Bethesda center
mainly specializes in the care
for seniors with Alzheimer’s
or other forms of dementia.
Four St. Louis U. High
seniors—Robert Abels, Christian Prost, Nick Scheer, and
Jack Mcdonald—have spent
the past month of January
serving the people at Bethes-

da Meadow, which was a hard
adjustment for some of them.
“Some days I’d come
in and have to reintroduce
myself because the ladies
wouldn’t remember me from
past days,” said Prost, who
worked on the first floor with
women who had dementia.
“There’s a lot of awkward
time where you feel useless,
because you can only do so
much there as a volunteer,”
saidMacDonald, who was on
his own during many activities and room visits.
Upon arrival in the
morning, the seniors typically
roamed around the center
to see if anyone needed help,
whether it was transporting
people to activities or sitting
and having conversations with
them.
“It’s been really good just
going in every day, the people
there just appreciate your
presence and they’re happy
that you’re spending time with
them and talking with them,”

said Prost.
Both MacDonald and
Scheer assisted a 98-yearold lady in taking down her
Christmas tree one afternoon after the holidays were
over.“She had travelled the
world and with each ornament came a new story of her
life,” said MacDonald.
Scheer and Prost in addition provided some entertainment for the residents, playing
some songs for them during
activity time.
“It was my favorite part
of my project,” said Scheer.
“Christian and I played songs
for them since I play drums
and he plays guitar.”
Prost was very grateful
for the appreciation he received from the residents.
“If you have a good attitude and respect toward them,
they really appreciate just your
presence and your time spent
with them,” said Prost.

BY Niles Bernabe and Sam
Goedeker
REPORTERS

T

he St. Agnes Home is a
home for the elderly run
by the Carmelite Sisters of the
Divine Heart of Jesus, whose
legacy is to bring peace and
joy to senior citizens through
Jesus Christ.
The five seniors who were
at St. Agnes Home for the past
month would play cards with
them every Tuesday. “They are
very competitive,” said senior
Adam Wilson. “It’s not like
anything you’ve seen before.”
The seniors were there to
help out the senior citizens in
assisted living.
“Usually when I brought
people to events it was people who couldn’t get there
by themselves,” said senior
Michael Barry, who wheels
residents to lunch and daily
Mass, or walking with them to
Rosary everyday at 1:15 after
lunch.
The five seniors would

Prep News

also say the rosary over the
microphone for the senior
citizens at the home.
“The best part for me was
the personal interaction,” said
Barry. “It was just nice getting
to know individuals and hear
their life stories.”
Every week St. Agnes
has a “Happy Hour” on Fridays where the seniors got to
sit down and get to know the
people they were helping take
care of.
The seniors heard many
interesting stories of men who
were once snipers in the U.S.
army, or doctors in the Vietnam War.
Every day brought a new
surprise the SLUH seniors
weren’t expecting.
“The hardest day had
to be the last day,” said Wilson. “They were all so sad
we were leaving some were
on the verge of tears. It was
nice though knowing I had
impacted someone’s life so
greatly.”

Eight IVLP visitors take to SLUH for faith excursion
BY Sam Chechik and Matt
Godar
CORE STAFF, REPORTER

E

ight foreign interfaith visitors traveled to St. Louis
U. High this past Monday, Jan.
25, as a part of the International Visitor Leadership Program (IVLP)—a part of the
U.S. Department of State—in
order to experience the United States, and in this case, St.
Louis.
Daoud Badour Talha,
Robier Khalaf Fares Awad,
Bilal Najm Abdulkhaleq Khafaji, Qasim Khaled Al Bazaieh, Nour Eddin Monther
Al Khatib, Waleed Mamalali,
Saleh Mahmoud Hamed, and
Karima Bouaamri arrived
at SLUH to get a taste of a
St. Louis high school with a
strong faith base. Hailing
from Chad, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, and

Morocco, the members of the
group brought along three interpreters to translate between
Arabic and English.
Many of the current visitors, along with those that
came in the past, report or
edit newspapers in their home
countries, but this year, many
were interested more so int he
faith aspect of SLUH.
In their tour of the U.S.,
the visitors also visited New
York, Washington, D.C., Philadelphia, and Los Angeles.
“I think if there’s a purpose to it, (then) it’s educating
them about America … to get
a little bit of a slice of American life,” said principal John
Moran. “They were ready to
dive in with questions. Definitely a very curious group
about our school.”
SLUH has been a part of
this governmental program

for four years, which brings
in annual tourists to the U.S.
in order to study the country’s
origin, religious freedom, immigration’s impact, religious
traditions, and political life
(the separation of church and
state). Their main objective in
coming to SLUH was to “visit
religious based primary/secondary schools and universities to meet with students,
teachers, professors, and
faith-based groups,” according to the program’s website.
Moran and Director of
Admissions Anja Schmelter
met the visitors on Monday
morning to answer their questions and give them a tour of
the school. Besides showing
the visitors the facilities available to the students and faculty, Moran also focused on the
landmarks of the school, like
the Si Commons, the Chapel,

and the Danis Field House.
“They didn’t know anything about the school coming in,” said Moran. “They had
seen the passing of classes and
noted that there weren’t any
girls here, so we had to explain
that. It’s hard when you’re
starting from scratch.”
This first observation led
into more strings of questions
from the visitors, ranging
from Campus Ministry-related activities to queries—like
the one above—on the school
as a whole and the benefits of
single-sex education.
A highlight of the tour
was when the visitors stepped
into theology teacher Rob Garavaglia’s junior morality class,
where a lengthy dialogue took
place between the visitors and
the students.
“It was great to get their
perspective, especially some

of their questions, or what
they were curious about,” said
Garavaglia.
Much of the discussion was geared towards the
visitors’ previous and current
perceptions of America, and
the discrepancies between the
two.
“One of the visitors
said he heard that American
schools were very violent,
and that he was surprised to
see how calm all the students
were, and of their attentiveness,” said Garavaglia.
Other topics in the
discussion include the importance of religion to the
students, and also the impression of Islam on the students.
Initially, the conversation
was driven mostly by questions from the visitors, with
the students answering, but

continued on page 4
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Chess looks
to continue
playoff run
BY Liam Connolly
STAFF

T

he Saint Louis U. High
chess team played two
meets this week, losing 17-13
to Grand Center Arts Academy
on Tuesday and winning 20-10
at home against Vianney’s B
Team on Wednesday.
In the game against Grand
Center, the team only won
boards two and three, played
by junior Will Kelly and freshman Paul Gillam, respectively.
“It was a tough game and
no one is really to blame, but I
think that was a match that we
could’ve won,” said Kelly.
On Wednesday, Kelly won
board one, Gillam won board
two, senior Sergio Goodwin
won board three, sophomore
Will Schmitt won board four,
and sophomore Connor Worley tied board five.
“It was a key victory,” said
Kelly. “Vianney’s A team has
gone to nationals a few times.
This was their B team but if
we can win two of our four remaining meets, we have a good
chance of making the playoffs.”
Chess coach Don Steingruby has been pleased with
how underclassmen like Gillam, freshman Anthony Buttice, and sophomores Schmitt
and Worley have filled the absence of seniors while they’ve
been on project. Worely
stepped in for senior Miles
Quigless on Wednesday.
“Connor was out for injury during most of the time,
and couldn’t join us during the
winter but now he can make it
to our meets,” Steingruby said.
Next Wednesday, the
team will be playing against
Crossroads College Prep.
“It’s going to be a real
grinder because Crossroads
is pretty darn good normally,
but we’ll be coming back with
Miles and Sergio,” said Kelly. “It
will definitely be a good fight.”

Robotics hosts first annual Clavius Jamboree, brings STEM to grade schoolers

Matthew Book and
Joseph Reznikov
BY

REPORTER, CORE STAFF

E

leven grade school robotics teams gathered in the
Danis Field House on Saturday to take part in the first
annual Clavius Project Jamboree. Despite some initial
trepidation about letting nearly a hundred grade schoolers and their robots have free
reign, things worked out better than anyone could have
anticipated.
“I was a bit worried that
it would just to descend into
complete chaos,” said senior
Michael Hayes. “It was run
well, all the teams stayed orderly, and all the judges and
the volunteers just kept everything running really well.”
The program was created
thanks to the vision of volunteer Director of Robotics Jeff
Pitts. He began to see that a lot
of teams were doing service in
grade schools and how they
were getting special recognition for it.
“The idea was basically
to go into grade schools and
teach them some robotics and
introduce them to STEM and

STEM-based activities,” said
junior Robby Esswein, president of the Clavius Project.
“Then it just grew from there.
We wanted to do a big meeting
of all the grade schools just to
see how everyone was doing
and so that everyone could
show off their progress and
what they’ve done during the
weeks we were there.”
Though the event was
first and foremost a jamboree
where the grade schools could
celebrate their progress in
the Clavius Project program,
there was also a small competition. Robots competed in
six different tasks for a total
of 40 points possible. Tasks
one through four and six
were each worth a total of five
points possible per task for
a total of 25 points. Task five
was a make-your-own task.
Teams were graded on creativity, execution, and application.
Each category of the task
was worth five points for a
total of 15 possible points in
the make-your-own. Tasks
included driving around an
object, picking up and moving large Lego-like bricks, use

of color and pressure sensors
and “special driving.”
St. Ambrose won the
competition with a total score
of 38 out of 40. Winning team
members were awarded Subway gift cards and St. Ambrose received robotics kits.
There was also an essay writing contest that was a
part of the Jamboree, though
it did not factor into the final
scoring. The topic of the essay
was the namesake of the program, Christopher Clavius,
S.J. Three St. Ambrose students—Ella, Taylor and Anthony—won the contest. As
prizes they received Subway
gift cards and more robotics
kits for their school.
Multiple Robobills assisted the grade schoolers in their
robotics tactics and building
session, and a few Admissions Ambassadors helped
with guiding them to the Field
House and overall supervision
of the kids and event.
One of the highlights
of the morning was an impromptu robot vs. robot
throwdown between the high
school teams. SLUH’s and

Rosati Kain’s robots faced off
against Bishop DuBourg’s and
De Smet’s. The FRC robots
from last year’s competition
were used in the battle.
“It really showed the
middle schoolers what they
have to look forward to down
the road,” said Robotics Club
moderator Tracy Lyons.
The Clavius Project
started as a way to introduce
middle school kids to robotics and engineering. Last year
Pitts had just retired from his
position of General Manager
at Anheuser Busch and was
looking to solve one of the
issues he kept running into
while he was working for the
brewery: there was an obvious
void in exposure to robotics
and STEM systems.
“I wanted to start a notfor-profit that would bring
STEM activity into the city
schools, because it’s just not
there,” said Pitts.
A few weeks later President David Laughlin was talking to someone about a replacement moderator for the
robotics team.
“It was really Mr. Laugh-

lin that gave me the opportunity to come and do this, and
for that I am extremely grateful, it was an absolute blessing,” said Pitts.
After Pitts came to the
program, several members of
the SLUH robotics team came
together and offered to start

going to the various grade
schools.
“This is something I really enjoy doing, and it’s a lot of
fun helping the gradeschoolers through things similar to
what we do here at SLUH in
our robotics program,” said
Esswein.
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St. Ambrose won the compeition at the Jamboree.
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SLUH alum sets
RABBITcharger Kickstarter
goal at $35,000
(continued from page 1)
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From left to right: Sophomores Nathan Wild and Thomas Curdt and senior Colin Vogt during the March.

(continued from page 1)

people around you who share
this same identity; it’s humbling,” said Laughlin.
Congresswoman Wagner
invited SLUH out of the snow
and into her office, and when
the students crammed into
her three-room space, many
took the opportunity to not
only drink hot chocolate and
eat snacks, but also question
her on policy, faith and her
experience in Congress.
After heading back to
the hotel, the evening prayer
consisted of reflections from
the day and a lengthened Examen. After prayer Callon announced that the annual Cardinal O’Connor conference
was canceled at Georgetown
University so Saturday was to
hold surprises in all forms.
Many didn’t think that
SLUH was going to brave
the heart of the blizzard, but
a three-hour march to the
monuments proved otherwise. Instead of the Saturday
night tour of the monuments,
the students and chaperones
traveled through one to two
feet of snow to the Marine
Corps War Memorial and the
Lincoln Memorial.
“I think the preparation
started with that word “pilgrim,” and an openness to
thinking of the trip beyond an
itinerary of things that have to
be done. If there were ever any
question on if there was going

to be a March, we would not
have gone,” said Callon. “I just
had to trust that the people I
saw on the roster were going
to be flexible. It was kind of a
leap of faith, to be honest, that
I would have the right group
to approach a lot of the unknowns and to receive a lot
of the ‘Sorry, we can’t do this’
with joy and with an openness
to creating new fun.”
“I never really experienced that much snow before,” said Perryman. “I think
Dr. Callon did a great job of
adjusting and turning this
bad scenario into something
in which many good memories came from, and it turned

(continued from page 3)

Roche
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Kevin Roche, ’03.

(continued from page 1)

in Colorado, skiing and iceskating.
At SLUH, he played in
the jazz band he developed
a friendship with former
French teacher Dick Keefe.
Dan Riley, ’03, his classmate,
remembered him as “someone of great character” who
was close to his family.

7:30 p.m. mass on time, where
many students felt the passion of the song and homily.
Rev. Kevin O’Brien, S.J., presided and discussed mercy,
the mission of Catholics, and
a revolution of tenderness in
his homily.
Days worth of homework occupied the students
at Reagan before their flight
out Monday night. Arriving to the airport almost five
hours early—Callon wanted
to be safe—many non-seniors
worked and ate while waiting
to go through security. They
arrived back in St. Louis at
8:15 p.m., ready for Tuesday’s
classes.

my opinon, is a better model
to bring forward first,” said
Barnidge. “It’s better in the
early stages than the commercial model, because hotels and
such aren’t really browsing
Kickstarter and the like for
new products.”
This
entrepreneurial
venture, which is outside of
Barnidge’s usual line of work
in construction, came out of
necessity: his own house was
ground zero for missing and
stolen iPhone chargers.
“Our two oldest sons
both have Apple devices,”
said Barnidge. “One night in
October of 2014, they were
arguing over who took whose
charger. I thought, ‘this is
stupid; we have all these sophisticated phones, why don’t
we have something that mirrors the sophistication of the
phone itself?’”
After the idea was planted
in Barnidge’s head in October,
he acted on it, going through
several months of planning,
creating designs and concepts
for the actual device as well
as developing a plan for how
to fund and push the product
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The RABBITcharger’s dual-outlet charging model.

Congresswoman Ann Wagner answering questions for SLUH students.

Foreign visitors tour school
flip-flopped throughout the
discussion, with most of the
questions coming from the
students at the end.
“It was a really interesting and good experience, and

into a really great time where I
became closer to classmates.”
Linhares gave a personal
reflection during the evening
prayer Saturday, discussing
the split between devotional
and poor-focused Catholics
along with growing up in the
1960s. After a Litany of Saints,
the crew went to bed.
Sunday—a day originally
slotted with museum visits—turned into an extended
homework session for some,
a walk to Teddy Roosevelt
Island in the Potomac River
for others, and a whole lot of
hot chocolate. Many played
games in the down time.
The group arrived at the
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logo and website from Nick
Bommarito, ’97, as a personal
project. The site also sports
a referral system, in which
someone is provided a personalized URL linked to their
email, and rewards are given
based on how many people
use that person’s link to support the product.
In addition to Kickstarter and the device’s recently
revamped website, Barnidge
has created a Facebook page,
Instagram profile, and Twitter account to depict concepts
and ideas, and most recently
show off the first working
prototype.
The name is derived
from the shape of the cable
itself, which resembles rabbit
ears and allows for two devices to be charged at once.
The two tips on the cable, the
“lightning tips” used for the
newest generation of Apple’s
devices, can be taken off to reveal micro-USB tips, used for
the charging of Android and
other miscellaneous devices.
The cable is also able to attach
additional tips that may be re-

extremely cool to see their
initial impression of us,” said
junior Jack Waters, who was
present for the discussion.
The visitors also talked
with Campus Ministry chair
Nick Ehlman and fellow Cam-

“Make a list of all of the
positive qualities that a young
man could possibly possess.
Kevin possessed all of them
in abundance and, when in
his company, they would be
very easily recognized,” Keefe
said in an email. “ I taught
Kevin during his freshman
and junior years. Those years
became the foundation of a
permanent friendship.”
“We’ve kept in touch on
Facebook in the sense that
you can passively see what
someone was up to,” said Riley. “It’s just too common that
after high school you lose
touch with people you care
about.”

pus Minister Dan Finucane
about SLUH’s pastoral programs and activities, service,
and the Masses and prayer
services. They were particularly interested in the Jesuits,
Senior Project, and the theol-
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ogy classes.
The visitors bombarded
Moran with questions both
before and after the tour, but
compared to years past, these
questions were focused more
on religion.

Cashbah’s Donuts for Drop-Offs
Bring an auction donation to
the turnaround before school
on Feb. 2 and 3 to get a FREE
DONUT!

leased in the future.
This rabbit-ear end
piece is attached to a retractable cable provides a cleaner
look and eliminates the issue of cords strewn about on
the ground, which allows for
a longer reach than normal
chargers allow.
“My wife charges her
phone and her tablet on
the side of our bed,” said
Barnidge. “The 16 hours of
the day when we’re not asleep,
you just have cables lying all
over the place. It’s a mess, and
the retractable cable provides
easy management of that.”
The RABBITcharger can
even serve as a substitute for
an entire outlet. It can be installed into an outlet with the
help of a custom screw that is
designed to increase the lifespan of the charger, covered
by a faceplate that gives the
charger a clean look. The device also boasts an additional
outlet, and an LED indicator
that emits a soft white glow if
charging is currently in progress.
Barnidge has designs
in mind for two styles of the
RABBITcharger—a residential model, which will be released first and be the focus of
upcoming funding projects,
and a commercial one for use
in public venues such as restaurants or hotels.
The residential model
will be marketed towards
families with several devices
in their home.
“The residential one, in

onto the market. This entire
process, generally called the
“ideation stage,” took about
three months, with the final
preliminary steps taken in
February of last year.
Barnidge began to research possible companies to
work with on the actual development of the device early
last year, finally settling on
Focus Product Design, based
in Menlo Park, Calif.
Soon after, in May,
Barnidge applied for a provisional patent for the RABBITcharger. After the provisional was filed, Barnidge
began “phase two” of the
development, sending more
solid designs and finalizing
concepts back and forth between his team of about half a
dozen and the larger company
in California.
That November, thanks
to an accelerated patent process, Barnidge was able to
establish the full patent for
RABBITcharger, and in December began construction
on a working prototype with
the help of his small team.
With the prototype complete and the last few stages
about to begin, Barnidge is
preparing to travel to Chicago
to produce the Kickstarter
video. He’ll be assisted by
Alec Pinkston, ’99, the executive producer at the video
production company The
Odd Machine, to produce the
video in time for the launch of
the Kickstarter in the coming
weeks.
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ure. His 200 victories are second all-time at SLUH, behind
only current head coach Gary
Kornfeld, who has 206. Martel went a magnificent 7-0-1
in his first season and lost no
more than three games in any
of his first 18 seasons as coach.
He also led SLUH to its only
State Championship in 1970,
going 11-1 on the season.
Martel has been recognized many different ways for
his career achievements. He
is a member of the Missouri
Sports Hall of Fame, the St.
Louis Sports Hall of Fame, and
the Rockhurst College Hall of
Fame. He was also selected as
the “High School Coach of the
Year” for Missouri in 1973.
One of the greatest ways
that Martel’s legacy lives on
is through the Dunn-Martel
Scholar Athlete Award, annually given to a senior in memory of Martel and his longtime
friend and fellow coach, soccer coach Ebbie Dunn.
A plaque in the center
hallway describing the award
reads that it was established
to “commemorate the 500
varsity soccer wins of Edward
A. Dunn and the 200 varsity
football victories of Paul J.
Martel, both achieved in the
fall of 1987.” The award is presented to a senior who “maintains the high level of scholarship as well as the discipline
and commitment of athletic
participation that earn for
him selection as ‘ScholarAthlete of St. Louis University
High School.’”
“He was a class act all the
way around,” said Dave Sinclair, ’74. “There aren’t enough
superlatives to describe him.
He taught you how to conduct
yourself as a man and as a
gentleman. I was cut my freshman and sophomore years,
but made the team junior year.

Then senior year I made first
team all district cornerback,
and that’s all due to Paul Martel. You didn’t necessarily appreciate it at the time, but the
way he did things stuck with
you. He had his standards and
if you didn’t like it, then you

“He was a class
act all the way
around. There
aren’t enough
superlatives to
describe him.”
would go sit.”
Sinclair went on to play
college football at Wash U,
and said the majority of what
he learned came from Martel.
“One time I was returning a kickoff and got hammered and then hammered
again when I was already out
of bounds, and I let a few
words slip to the guy,” said
Sinclair. “When I was getting ready to go back out on
defense a couple plays later,
Paul pulled me over and said
‘You’re not going out on the
field. You’re standing here by
me. You gotta learn to keep
your mouth shut boy.’ ‘Yes sir
Mr. Martel!’ When you were
playing, you played your heart
out for him. You want him
proud of you, just like your
own dad.”
Kornfeld met Martel for
the first time at a coaching
clinic in downtown St. Louis,
where Martel informed him
of a possible job opportunity
at SLUH. Kornfeld applied
for the job in 1979, received
it, and worked as an assistant
under Martel for nine years.
“He’s the reason I knew
there was an opening at
SLUH. We didn’t have the internet or anything back then,”
said Kornfeld. “I owe a great
deal to him. He was a great
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mentor to me and just a tremendous man.”
“It was fun to see the
interplay between Coach Kornfeld and Coach Martel, because they were very different
in their approach to football,
but they meshed really well,”
said Mark Michalski, ’84.
“They were complementary
and worked perfectly together.”
After 29 years as varsity
football head coach, Martel
stepped down from the job
in 1988 and Kornfeld took his
place. Kornfeld tries to represent as best he can the same
ideals that Martel stood for.
“There can be lots of arguing in football, but with
coach (Martel) it was ‘say it
in a constructive way, not a
hurtful way’,” said Kornfeld.
“I’ve tried to do that with my
coaching too. He was very
kind and very polite, but could
be stern. There were still rules
to follow for both the players
and coaches.”
Though Martel retired
from coaching, he continued
to teach P.E. at SLUH before
fully retiring.
Theology teacher and
former Athletic Director
emeritus Dick Wehner first
met Martel when Wehner was
a football coach at De Smet
in 1976. Because Wehner was
young and inexperienced, he
was used to people thinking
less of his abilities. However,
Martel was not one of these
people.
“There’s people in life
that—when you’re a young
person—they either blow you
off, or they treat you like you’re
somebody,” said Wehner.
“Coach Martel treated you
like you were somebody special. Even when I wasn’t teaching at St. Louis U. High, Paul
Martel always made me feel

“Coaches don’t get
rich. Our wealth
comes from having
a part in so many
lives. We’re touched
by it.”
real special. He treated me
with respect.”
Once Wehner was hired
at SLUH, his relationship
with Martel grew exponentially, and they became great
friends. Wehner served as an
assistant coach under Martel
for three years before Martel
retired. Martel also was Athletic Director before Wehner,
from 1957 to 1992. Before
Wehner and Kornfeld, Martel

was both the longest tenured
Athletic Director and football
coach.
“As Athletic Director, I
picked up what he taught me,
and I carried that on,” said
Wehner. “He was more of a
friend than a fellow coach and
colleague. That’s how much
respect I have for him,”
Arguably Martel’s biggest
win—his 200th career win—
came on a 3-2 victory over
Belleville East in 1987. The
win came on one of the sloppiest nights of the season—it
was cold and pouring rain.
“It was a pretty special
moment,” said nurse Scott Gilbert, who played in the game
and scored the game-winning
27-yard field goal for SLUH.
“We knew going out there
that we had a chance to be
the team that put coach Martel at his 200th victory, which
is a pretty big milestone. We
were well aware of it, we were
hungry, and we fought hard
for him. It was a team effort
to manage the conditions we
were playing in, and fortunately we came out on top.”
Before there were rules
banning smoking on the
sidelines, Martel was known
to have a cigar or pipe in his
mouth while calling plays. He
often wore a shirt with a pocket in it, and there were times
when he was smoking, and he
would take his ashes and flick
them in his pocket. One time,
while running a defensive drill
in practice, after tapping his
ashes into his shirt pocket, he
began jumping up and down
yelling because the ashes had
caught his shirt pocket on fire.
During another game, Martel
got so caught up in the game
that his pipe was in his mouth
upside down and he didn’t notice.
“One of the measures of a
person is when you’re finished
talking to that person, does
that person make you feel a
little bit better about who you
are, and Paul had a knack of
doing that,” said Wehner.
When Martel retired
from coaching, he continued
to stay involved in the SLUH
community. Martel was invited and came to the end of the
year faculty dinner every year
that he could. He also came to
other sports banquets and ceremonies around SLUH. As his
health began to deteriorate,
Martel still made an effort to
come to football games whenever he could. This season, he
came and watched SLUH beat
Kirkwood 35-28 in October.
“Football was a huge part
of his life and he was very in-

Prep News
From the PN Vault

5

clipping | Prep News Volume 52, Issues 5

clippings | Prep News Volume 52, Issue 28

volved,” said Kornfeld. “He
loved going out and talking
ball with a lots of people.”
“When I think of Mr.
Martel, I think of reunion
weekend this last fall, when
at 91 he would drag himself
up here on a Friday and guys
would gather around him, and
they’d light up a room,” said
President David Laughlin.
“They’d relive old memories,
talk about this, that, or the
other. He had a very regular,
core set of men from the time
he coached here who kept in
touch with him on a very regular basis.”
Though coach was no
pushover, he was known as

a kind man who really cared
about his players as people.
He was not a screamer, but he
had total control of his player’s
attention.
“There’s some tough love
you have to give sometimes,
but sometimes you give a little tough love and you give a
hug too, and that came from
coach,” said Kornfeld. “I could
probably count on one hand
the times I really saw him angry. He was just a good, kind
man.”
“Coaches don’t get rich,”
Martel once said. “Our wealth
comes from having a part in
so many lives. We’re touched
by it.”

orating with Millikin University to perform a concert open
to the public.
Millikin is located in Decatur, Illinois about 2 hours
northeast of St. Louis. The
university choir was on a Midwest Tour during the week of
the concert. Millikin was interested in participating in
the event with SLUH both to
showcase their own choir, as
well as to give high school students the opportunity to sing
with a college choir.
This concert was Akin’s
first opportunity to work with
a college, and she hopes that
she is able to participate in

similar events in the future.
“The students were
blown away by the Millikin
choir and we even have a
couple students who are interested in attending Millikin,”
said Akin. “The director invited us to visit any time and
said we could do a tour and
sit in on rehearsals. So we’ve
established great networking,
which is awesome. I want to
keep exposing students to
great music and college and
professional choirs. I think
the students were inspired and
I’d like to keep doing that for
them.”

SLUH’s varsity choir meets Millikin University’s
BY Ben Frailey and Joseph
Reznikov
REPORTER, CORE STAFF

O

n Saturday, St. Louis
U. High’s varsity chorus travelled to Mary Queen
of Peace parish to perform a
concert with the St. Joseph’s
Academy, Webster Groves
High School, and Millikin
University choirs.
The concert began with
each high school singing two
songs individually. SLUH performed “Come Thou Font of
Every Blessing” and “Ubi Caritas,” the same songs they per-

formed in their October concert. Because they had already
performed the songs, most of
the preparation for the concert in the weeks leading up to
the event involved polishing
and perfecting the songs.
After the three high
schools performed, the Millikin choir performed about
50 minutes of music, and the
crowd was blown away.
“The show was incredible. Even though it was free,
they could have charged money and I still would have been
happy to go,” said junior Tim
Moritz. “The Millikin choir is
very polished and profession-

al. In addition to singing, they
moved a lot and had expressions on their faces that really
added energy to the actual
experience. They weren’t just
standing in rows and singing
like it was a chamber choir,
but instead they were dancing
around and portraying a story
while they were singing.”
“They sang in different
languages, and although I
didn’t know what they were
saying, it sounded beautiful,”
said junior Andrew Gammon.
“The acoustics in the room
were really good, which made
them sound even better.”
After Millikin’s perfor-

mance, all four schools came
together to perform the two
final songs as a large group.
The varsity chorus members were extremely glad for
the chance to perform with a
college level choir.
“Our varsity choir only
has 14 people in it, but when
all the choirs were combined
it was around 150 people, so
the single voice was amazing,”
said Moritz.
The music minister at
Mary Queen of Peace, Mark
Straffman, emailed chorus
teacher Addie Akin in November to ask if SLUH’s choir
would be interested in collab-
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Hockey loses to CBC, tops Summit; playoffs next
BY Tim Nile
SPORTS EDITOR

T

he St. Louis U. High
hockey team wrapped
up its regular season with
a dramatic 7-2 loss against
CBC and an unsurprising
6-1 smashing of Rockwood
Summit. It now looks forward to playoffs.
The team had an explosive opening against the rival CBC Cadets in their penultimate game of the regular
season. Senior captain Steve
Lockwood started things off
on the Jr. Bill’s first possession of the game with a slap
shot from center that found
the back of the net for a
1-0 lead the first minute of
the game. Then with 13:12
left in the first period, junior Liam Knobbe scored to
make it 2-0.
“We came out hard obviously and had a lot of energy,” said head coach Kevin
Fitzpatrick. “We made some
really good plays. Things
seemed to be going our way.
It was a great start; it was the
start we were looking for.
We definitely wanted to get
the jump on them and we
did.”
But the early and unprecedented Jr. Bill offensive performance was not
enough to hold off the Cadets. CBC tied the game
within a span of six seconds
halfway through the first period.
“We just had some defensive breakdowns, and unfortunately psychologically
for whatever reason whenever they score against us,

Junior John Sieckhaus (9) and Sohomore Joe Winkelman (18) against CBC last Friday.
our shoulders go down, our
heads go down and we just
don’t play well,” said Fitzpatrick.
CBC scored in bunches
after that, notching goals 3
and 4 in the last two minutes
of the second period, and
adding numbers 5 and 6 in
the first minute of the third
period.
“I was disappointed, obviously,” said senior captain
Patrick Pence. “We came
together in the team group
message afterward and we

said that our best performance is ahead of us. That
was just a little fluke. We just
didn’t come mentally prepared. We came out ready
and then they scored and
we got down. We got to stick
with it.”
“I have to do a better job
from a coaching standpoint
and get our kids better prepared to play stronger defensively in our zone,” said
Fitzpatrick.
The next night the Jr.
Bills rebounded against the

Rockwood Summit Falcons,
though not until late in the
first period. The team ended
up beating the Falcons 6-1,
but was slow to start, before senior captain Connor
Fitzgerald opened the scoring with 1:31 left in the first
period.
Other offensive highlights included back-to-back
goals from sophomore Joe
Winkelman and one goal
from Knobbe and senior Jonah Schwartz.
Because both senior
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goalies, Joe Warnecke and
Dan Hirlinger, were dealing with soreness and minor
injuries, freshman goalie
Brendan Rasch played the
entire game. Rasch held
onto a shutout until late in
the third period when the
Falcons were able to slip one
past him.
“He played well, he’s
done a good job,” said Fitzpatrick. “Brendan has played
really well for the JV team
and for us, so it’s a good addition for us.”

“Couldn’t have done
it without the team,” said
Rasch. “It hasn’t been hard
to adapt. I’m starting to feel
welcomed to the team and
we’re getting things done.”
In other team news,
Pence has a new hairdo.
Pence went platinum Tuesday morning after being inspired by Justin Bieber’s new
look.
“I just thought I really
could pull it off, and clearly
I can,” said Pence. When
asked if he thought his new
look inspired the team he
replied, “Honestly I do. It’s
just really made us a lot closer. It’s given us a little bit of
spark.”
The team will start
round robin play against De
Smet starting 8 p.m. tonight
at Affton. Westminster and
Chaminade are also in the
round robin.
“I think right now the
biggest thing for us is to
come together as a group,”
said Fitzpatrick. “We have a
month left until this group
will never be back together
again. I’ve got all the confidence in the world. We’ve
got a great team and a great
group of guys. But we got
to be able trust and rely on
each other and I think we
just got to come together as
a family and be able to trust
each other. I’m fully confident that we’ll get there but
we don’t want to be second
place this year, we want to
end up on top. I think we
have a good chance at it.”

Basketball beats McCluer North, prepares for big test this weekend
BY Sam Perry
REPORTER

T

he Jr. Bills will face their
toughest weekend of the
season as they take on Webster tonight at Webster and
Chaminade tomorrow at
home. However, after an impressive stretch of games, the
Jr. Bills appear ready to face
whatever is thrown at them.
Two Mondays ago the Jr.
Bills started a run of form by
knocking off an impressively
athletic Hazelwood Central
team 58-47. The Jr. Bills’ main
objective was to slow down
Central standout Xavier
Sneed, a Kansas State commit.
Senior David Jackson was assigned with the task of guarding Sneed.
“We played a lot of help
defense. We knew he could attack the basket. We knew he
could shoot the ball. It was all
about help and keeping him
out of the paint,” said Jackson
about his team’s approach to
stopping Sneed.
Both teams struggled offensively, but in the second
half SLUH started to heat up
as senior sharpshooter Matt
Nester began to rain in threes.
Nester joined SLUH’s thousand point club early in the

fourth quarter.
“It feels good, but beating Hazelwood Central felt a
lot better,” responded Nester
about scoring his 1000th
point.
The Jr. Bills would continue to heat up and eventually took down Central 58-47,
snapping Central’s then 14game win streak.
Later that week, SLUH
took their talents to the Belleville East tournament,
where they won games against
Belleville East and West.
“We wanted to feed off
the energy we gained against
Hazelwood Central,” said assistant coach James Washington. “I don’t think we played
exceptionally well, but the W
is all that matters,”
Those two wins set up a
championship matchup with
the No. 1 ranked small school
in the area, Althoff. The team
features some of the area’s
premier players, including
Jordan Goodwin and Tarkus
Ferguson.
The first quarter was a
nightmare for the Jr. Bills as
Althoff scored at will, dunking, throwing alley-oops, and
driving whenever they desired. Althoff spread the floor

and the Jr. Bills were slow to
help on defense. The first
quarter ended 24-11 in favor
of Althoff.
“We weren’t focused. We
played like we weren’t going
to win,” said senior sparkplug Daniel Jackson about his
team’s dismal first quarter.
However, SLUH gained
a little momentum back as
Althoff became a bit sloppier with the ball and allowed
SLUH back into the game.
The score at half was 41-34
with Althoff on top.
The halftime talk focused
solely on the Jr. Bills’ porous
defense. Head coach Erwin
Claggett consistently emphasized cutting off driving lanes
to the basket and forcing
Althoff into jumpshots.
The pep talk worked. By
the end of the third quarter,
SLUH trailed by one.
“I think we showed a lot
of fight and a lot of dog,” said
junior forward Brent Smith.
During the third quarter, SLUH’s transition defense
forced Althoff into their half
court offense which the Jr.
Bills were able to contain.
Combine that solid defense
with a couple of threes from
Nester and junior Brandon

McKissic, and the Bills had a
recipe for a comeback.
“Get to the rim,” said
McKissic about his offensive
mindset entering the game.
McKissic worked his way
past the Althoff defense time
after time, and finished the
game with a jaw-dropping 31
points.
The stage was set for a
fantastic finish and the fourth
quarter did not disappoint.
SLUH took an early fourth
quarter lead off more lay-ups
from McKissic, as well as
some great inside play from
junior B.J. Wilson. However,
the lead would soon slip away
as Althoff pushed SLUH to
the limit. Althoff was able to
get a series of putbacks and
and-1s to put them up for
good late in the fourth.
“We lost focus on the defensive end. They really hurt
us with their offensive rebounding,” said Washington.
The result wasn’t what
the team wanted, but they
would be given a chance to
rebound on Tuesday night
against McCluer North. Boy,
did they rebound.
SLUH took an 18-8 lead
at the end of the first quarter,
and everything seemed to be

clicking from the start. SLUH
got some easy inside buckets
from Wilson, who has only
gotten better as the season has
progressed. SLUH also played
fantastic defense, forcing numerous turnovers.
The second and third
quarters were much of the
same as the SLUH’s bench
contributed significantly. Junior Andrew Grassi contributed eight points to the cause,
though he was not alone in
contributing offensively as
every member of the team
scored.
“Coach told us to keep
up the energy and win the
first three minutes of the half,”
said junior Nick Lally.
Overall, Tuesday’s fantastic team effort not only
boosted the squad’s morale
for their match-ups this weekend, but also allowed some of
the starters to catch a much
needed breather after a week
of strenuous basketball.
“We wanted to make a
statement because we have
these two big games coming
up,” said Smith.
Tonight, SLUH will travel to the scene of the crime as
they return to Roberts Gymnasium at Webster Groves

High School, where the Jr.
Bills infamously walked away
with a District Championship
last year on a buzzer-beater
from McKissic. Tonight’s
game is at 7:30.
“We’re just coming back
to get a W. It’s just a regular
old game,” said McKissic.
As if that game was not
enough, SLUH will take the
area’s best, Chaminade, on
Saturday, at 1 p.m. here at the
Danis Field House.
“We’re really just focused
on us. The boys are staying
loose. They know what the
need to do,” said head coach
Erwin Claggett about his
team’s preparation for these
two huge games.
“Rebounding and transition defense are going to
be key. If we can keep both
teams out of the paint and
make them jumpshooters, we
will have success,” continued
Claggett about the keys to victory tonight and tomorrow.
These two games look
like a tough ask for the Jr.
Bills, but after this last week
and a half of basketball, they
look ready.
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Racquetball sweeps Lindbergh, remains
undefeated
Andrew Modder

BY Jake Lepak
REPORTER

BY
STAFF

T

he St. Louis U. High varsity racquetball team
continued its dominant undefeated season on Tuesday
with a decisive win over the
Lindbergh Flyers, highlighted
by senior John Correa’s comeback victory in the tiebreaker
of his match.
This was the second
meeting between the two
teams; SLUH came out victorious in the last matchup
with an easy 7-0 sweep. The
team repeated that feat on
Tuesday, extending its regular
season winning streak to eight
matches and keeping its perfect record intact.
Junior No. 1 seed Chris
Schulze faced off against Ben
Krapu for the second time
this season easily defeating
him 15-10, 15-7 to improve
to 14-0 on the season. His
performance looked very
promising, with the State and
National tournaments quickly
approaching.
Senior No. 2 seed Tim
Juergens battled Nick Tzianos and cruised to victory.
Juergens controlled the serve
and kept Tzianos on his heels
throughout the entire match.
“I’ve been working with
my coach on my serves,” said
Juergens. “They are becoming
more consistent and effective,
and when I had control of the
serve, (my opponent) didn’t
know how to play against me.”
Juergens routed Tzianos
15-0, 15-2. The game was very
short due to Juergens winning
his points quickly, with the
longest rally being five strikes
of the ball.
No. 3 seed Correa had
the real highlight of the day,
because unlike his teammates,
he needed all three games to
pull out the dramatic win.
In the first game, Correa
was caught off guard by opponent Lukas Bell’s fast and
hard-hitting playing style and
went down 8-5 early on.

A
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Senior John Correa in Tuesday’s match against Lindbergh.

“He had me on the run,
and I was forced to play his
style,” said Correa. “I couldn’t
get in the game and play my
own style.”
After taking his first
timeout, Correa rebounded
strong, slowing down the pace
of the game and getting it back
to his own style of play to win
the first game 15-10.
In the second game, Bell
went up early, taking advantage of skipped shots and other mistakes made by Correa,
winning 15-14.
“He got some lucky shots
I thought,” said Correa. “I got
really frustrated and he was
able to put my mistakes away
for points.”
The team sweep looked
impossible as Bell went up
8-1 to start the tiebreaker. But
Correa fought back, making it
10-5, then tying it up at 10-10.
“I was able to collect
myself,” said Correa. “He had
like eight match points that
I fought off and kept staying
alive. Eventually, I was able to
pull out the 11-10 win.”
Senior No. 4 seed

Charlie Mueth also snatched a
victory, keeping him at a perfect 8-0 regular season record.
Down 6-5 in the first
game, Mueth started to pull
away and won nine straight
points to take the game against
his opponent Julian Polizzi.
“He was really good in
the front of the court,” said
Mueth. “So I hit a lot of passes
and ceiling balls which led to a
lot of his mistakes.”
Polizzi came out flat in
the second game and had
nothing going for him. Mueth
took advantage and easily won
the second game 15-4.
“It was a good match
overall,” said Mueth. “I
did what I needed to do to
win, and I saw a lot of good
things in my game so I am
very pleased with my performance.”
Seniors Jacob Longinette,
Rich Helfrey, Andrew Thomas, and Vincent Freeman all
added to the win total for
SLUH with dominating victories over their opponents.
No. 5 seed Longinette
took care of Quinn Jones, who

could never muster any sort of
counterattack to Longinette’s
relentless play, losing 15-7,
15-7.
No. 6 seed Helfrey kept
his unbeaten regular season
streak going with an easy victory over Bailey Voellinger by
a score of 15-7, 15-2.
Finally, doubles duo
Thomas and Freeman took
care of business against Ian
Bjorn and Peter Vaupel,
claiming the final SLUH win
15-9, 15-12.
Yet another strong overall team performance continues to boost the Jr. Bills’ confidence as State and Nationals
are coming soon.
“I think we will do well
in both State and Nationals,”
said Juergens. “We have some
of the best players in the state
and I think we’ll carry that
into Nationals and go all the
way.”
“It’s the mental endurance that wins tournaments,
and as long as we can keep
that, we’ll win State and Nationals,” said Mueth.

s the season winds
down, the St. Louis U.
High wrestling team has had
two tournaments—one that
presented many challenges
and one that presented many
victories—over the past two
weekends.
Two weeks ago, the team
to competed in the Rockwood
Summit Tournament. Going
into the tournament, the team
knew that this would be an
extremely competitive tournament.
The tournament hosted
teams from Whitfield, Hillsboro, Pacific, St. Mary’s, and
De Soto that the Jr. Bills would
usually never face.
“We fought well against
bigger and better teams not in
our district,” said senior Justice Binder.
Despite the odds being
stacked against them, junior
captain Danny Trittler was
glad that the team got to wrestle in such an intense tournament.
“It was an exciting tournament to wrestle in,” said
Trittler. “It’s always beneficial
to wrestle kids who are better
than you so that you can gain
more knowledge.”
Although Binder and fellow senior Henry Mungenast
were dealing with some shoulder pain, both wrestled well
and Binder was able to nab a
third place finish in a certainly
challenging task. Many wrestlers didn’t make it past the

JV HockeyJV Hockey Blue
1/24
SLUH		
1
De Smet		
0
Key Stat: Sophomore Chip
Holmes netted the Jr. Bills’
only goal to give them the win.
Key Quote: “De Smet was a
good team. We really had to
just play fundamental hockey
in order to put one away to
beat them,” said junior Jack
Kelly.
1/25
Kirkwood
2
SLUH		
4
Key Stat: Freshman Gabe
Schwartz netted two goals for
the Jr. Bills in their win.
Key Quote: “We were playing selfish hockey at first and
weren’t getting the puck in
the net, but towards the end
we pulled it together and got
a win going into playoffs,” said
Kelly.

JV White

Freshman Basketball-

1/24
SLUH		
3
Vianney		
3
Key Stat: Junior PJ Cox scored
twice.

Blue
1/16
SLUH		
McCluer		

35
38

1/25
SLUH		
Oakville		

1/16
SLUH
Mehlville		

41
25

1/16
SLUH		
H. Central

47
48

1/16
SLUH		
FZW		

1
0 (Forfeit)

B Hockey-

1/24
SLUH		
Duchesne

5
4

1/19
SLUH		
CBC		

1/21
Key Stat: Sophomore Kevin SLUH		
62
Einig scored three goals in the Normandy
36
comeback effort over Duchesne.
1/22
SLUH		
33
Key Quote: “We came out a lit- Chaminade
34
tle slow, but in the third period we played much better for 1/26
a comeback win,” said Einig. SLUH		
53
McCluer		
38
Key Stat: The Jr. Bills went 3-3
over a span of six games with
all three losses being decided
by 3 or fewer points.

Next contest: 1/30 vs. Webster

White

56
39

59
37

1/18
SLUH		
Chaminade

28
31

1/19
SLUH		
CBC		

50
38

1/21
SLUH		
McCluer		

59
47

1/22
SLUH		
Chaminade

49
46

first part of the competition.
Last weekend, the team
trekked out to Mary Institute
and Saint Louis Country Day
School for another tournament, featuring 22 teams of
various skill and talent. The Jr.
Bills experienced much more
success at this tournament,
finishing in a respectable
ninth place. Binder secured
a fourth place finish while
Mungenast finished in fifth
place.
While some may say that
competing in two tournaments on back to back weekends seems redundant, those
on the team are okay with the
schedule demands.
“It’s grinding down on
the body and mind, honestly,”
remarked Binder. “But it’s
good because it helps build on
our abilities. I’m just working
on staying healthy and focusing on districts.”
Trittler saw the tournaments as more of a positive
experience.
“I really enjoy these tournaments because I not only
get more wrestling experience, but I also get to see some
of the kids I wrestled with in
the offseason.”
Next Tuesday, the Jr. Bills
take on Oakville in the final
dual meet of the year before
districts. It will also be Senior
Night that night.
“I plan on kicking some
butt against Oakville like last
year,” said Binder, who pinned
a 106-pound wrestler in rapid
fashion last year.
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Senior Justice Binder against Rockwood last weekend.

--Underclassmen Sports Report-Key Quote: “The guys played
real hard over the past week.
We were in every game from
start to finish,” said head
coach Chuck McCall.

7

1/25
SLUH		
59
MICDS		
34
Key Stat: The Jr. Bills finished
their season on a 6-2 run.

B Basketball1/16
SLUH		
Jennings		

36
32

1/19
SLUH		
CBC		

39
59

1/21
SLUH		
McCluer		

44
43

Wrestling
Splits Tri
Inspired by Mr. Hussung’s surprise appearance,
the Jr. Bills were able to
dominate MCC opponent
Chaminade 59-21. Wins
came from Binder (106)
and Trittler (145). Despite
the good momentum, the
team fell to Desmet in
a close 46-31 loss. Wins
came from Binder, Trittler,
Mungenast, (170) and Alex
Hymes (195). The team
will have its final dual meet
against Oakville next Monday.

Upcoming Events

1/22
SLUH		
59
Chaminade
54
Key Quote: “We came out really strong, but barely pulled
through at the end,” said sophomore Nico Schmelter.

Hockey- tonight @ 7

 Will Farroll, Nick Gima,
—
Jack Waters, and Matt Godar
contributed reporting.

Wrestling - Monday @

p.m. against De Smet

B-Ball- Tonight @ 7:30
p.m. @ Webster Groves
Oakville @ 6 p.m.
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Friday, January 29
AP

Around the Hallways
Milestone in Go Forth campaign commemorated Jan. 20
Donors gathered in the chapel and
in the Old Cafeteria to celebrate a “significant milestone” in the quiet phase of
the Go Forth campaign, which began
shortly after last year’s ending convocation of Imagining 18, a year long plus
strategic thinking process. Tom Santel,
’76, the current chairman of the school’s
board and a leading voice in the campaign, spoke about how the school
needs to grow its endowment and said,
“No institution like SLUH can rest on
its laurels.” Following a brief prayer service in the chapel, the group of about 30
committed and potential donors walked
to the Old Cafeteria past boards showing SLUH’s historic enrollment, endowment, and cost of education, as well as
renderings of potential conceptual improvements to the 90-year-old building,
including a new art gallery, world learning center, and new science classrooms.
Retreats held over long weekend
Over Martin Luther King Jr. Day
break, extended by a snow day Wednesday, four SLUH retreats were held. Two
simultaneous Senior Kairos retreats
were held from the 11th until the 15th,
as seniors left their project sites to enjoy
spiritual time with their fellow classmates. The final junior White House
retreat was held from the 18th until the

20th, as students were spared a missed
day of classes by the snow day. Senior
Pallottine Retreat was also held at the
end of break, spanning the same days as
junior White House.
Faculty discuss iPads, learning skills
at In-Service
On Tuesday, Jan. 19, while students
enjoyed a day off, the school’s faculty
gathered for a day of reflection on the
school year so far. Events for the day included small break-out sessions and an
address from President David Laughlin.
In his address, Laughlin gave an update
on the progress of Imagining 18. Topics
discussed during the day included the
progression of new technology, iPads.
“It gave faculty members the chance to
think about what is going well, what is
going wrong, and how we can get better,” said math teacher Steven Deves.
Calendar committee drafts 2016-17
calendar
On Tuesday, Jan. 12, SLUH held its
annual calendar-planning meeting in
order to read through the entire 201617 school year, including all summer
events. That usually entails start and
end dates for major events, the major
holidays, and the days off from school.
Assistant Principal for Student Life
Brock Kesterson and Principal John
Moran sent out the outline to other fac-

4:15pm C Blue Basketball vs. Webster Groves
ulty members of the committee. Cam- 5:30pm B Basketball vs. Webster Groves
pus Ministry, the Fine Arts department, 7:30pm V Basketball vs. Webster Groves
the Athletics department, the Advancement department, Mother’s Club, facilities, administrators, and counseling
all worked together on the calendar to
find conflicts and settle them. The new
retreat days this school year in November and April were also discussed and
integrated into next year’s school year
in order to encourage students to attend
retreats.

Mock Trial starts season off strong
Mock Trial started off its season
Thursday against Parkway Central. The
team competed and won with a score of
three ballots to zero. Junior Scotty Villhard had a standout performance as a
lawyer as did junior Joe L’Hommedieu,
who received his role as a witness only a
week before the contest. Senior Michael
Komanetsky received a perfect score as
a witness as well. The JV team did not
compete as its opponent forfeited, but
also received a score of three ballots. The
team overall performed well in its first
competition, and the next trial will be
held Thursday, Feb. 18 at the Clayton
Courthouse.

own in the student parking lot you typically see
used, early- to mid-2000’s
sedans and SUVs. There are,
however, cars that break the
doldrums of the lot.
One of these cars is sophomore Reed Jackson’s 1975
Chevrolet Corvette Stingray.
Its tangerine orange paint and
wedge shape stand in stark
contrast with, well, just about
everything else.
After getting his license
this year, Jackson has driven it
to school a few times.
“You definitely feel more
confident driving it,” said
Jackson. “Some people give
you looks and thumbs up and
things which is kinda cool.”
That was everything the

JV/C Wrestling @ MCC Tournament
1:00pm V Basketball vs. Chaminade @ SLUH

Sunday, January 31
CISL Speech @ Ursuline
5:00pm Father Son Banquet—Chapel Si Commons

Monday, February 1
AP

Senior 1818 Registration
Snack—Chicken Bites

Schedule R

Lunch Special—Taco Bar
Vegetarian—Macaroni and Cheese
6:00pm V/JV/C Wrestling vs. Oakville @ SLUH

Tuesday, February 2
AP

Snack—Mini Tacos

Block Day

Lunch Special—Country Fried Steak
Vegetarian—Grilled Veggies

Wednesday, February 3
8:00am Faculty In-Service
8:00am Liturgical Choir Rehearsal
AP

Block Day

Snack—Pizza Sticks

7:00pm Spring Break Service Trip Student/Parent Meeting

Sophomore Reed Jackson’s 1975 Chevrolet Corvette Stingray.

D

Saturday, January 30

—Sam Chechik, Leo K. Heinz, Brendan
Voigt, Andrew Pluff, and Galen BachaLunch Special—Hand-Breaded Chicken Strips
rier.
Vegetarian—Black Bean Burger

1975 Chevrolet Corvette Stingray

Book

Schedule M

Lunch Special—Chinese Special
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese

Pick of the Lot

BY Matthew
REPORTER

Snack—Chicken Bites

Corvette was made to do: be
cool. Jackson’s car was made in
a time when the Corvette was
the hands-down bee’s knees of
the American car industry. All
the Apollo astronauts drove
matching Corvettes. And it
had a T-top. How much cooler
did it get than that in the ’70s?
Five years ago, Jackson’s
family found the car for a
good deal and did what any
sane person would do: they
bought it.
The only thing Jackson
said he would change about it
is to give it a new paint job—
the one it currently wears has
some chips and rust in some
areas.
Modifications to it are
few, the Jacksons replaced the
original radio with one that is
similar to the original design
so it is not noticeably modern,

photos | Brendan Voigt

but does include the all important AUX port.
One not-so-minor modification has been made to the
engine. More specifically, it’s
not there anymore. At least,
not the one that it left the factory with.
“The engine itself, it’s the
same model, but it’s not the
exact engine it originally had,”
explained Jackson.
That engine would be

Thursday, February 4
Chevy’s 5.7 liter small block
V-8 that was used in ‘Vettes
from 1969-1983. In 1975 it
produced 205 horsepower. A
Ford Torino of the day would
have had a paltry 133 horses.
In 1975, Car and Driver recorded a respectable 7.7 second zero to 60 time making it
one of the fastest cars for sale
at the time.
Nineteen
seventy-five
ushered in a moderate redesign for the model that Chevy
advertised as “a more efficient
Corvette.” It was the first Corvette to have a now federally
mandated catalytic converter
and took only unleaded gas.
It also gained many electronic
components such as electronic ignition and tachometers.
Plastic bumpers were also new
in 1975, improving the safety
of the car. More importantly
though, 1975 was the second
to last year a Corvette would
carry the “Stingray” name.
The Stingray name may
have been laid to rest in 1976,
but in 2014 it was revived
with the launch of the C7 generation. Thirty-two years later
the Stingray has come back to
us, no less beefy and beautiful
than when it ruled the roads
and industry in ’75.

Year Two Pre-tenure Spring Seminar
AP

Schedule R

Junior Class Meeting
Snack—Cinnamon Rolls

Lunch Special—Papa John’s
Vegetarian—Pasta
6:00pm Founders’ Society Reception

Friday, February 5
AP

Liturgical Choir Rehearsal
Snack—Bosco Sticks

Schedule R

Lunch Special—Shrimp and Fries
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese

Sisyphus out Wed.
(continued from page 1)

art editor Brendan Voigt, a drawing by junior Lancer Li, and
a neat design by junior art editor Joe Fentress.
“We’ve been given lots of different perspectives and outlooks through all the pieces that were submitted,” said Voigt.
“In the end it all came together nicely.”
Sisyphus will begin sales during activity period and
lunch on Wednesday.

Above: A print by junior Jake Gould.
Below: a photo by junior Will Kelly. Both appear in the issue of
Sisyhpus out next Wednesday.

