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T

he administration announced last week that
tuition for the 2016-17 school
year will increase to $16,500—
a 3.1 percent increase from
this year’s $16,000 and in line
with an effort to keep the increase below 4 percent. This is
the first time the announcement has come in February.
In recent years, President David Laughlin has announced the tuition increase
in mid to late March. Last
year, he—along with principal John Moran and Director of Admissions Anja
Schmelter—sought to move
the announcement to midFebruary, so that it could be
included in the letters to the
admitted class.
According to Laughlin,
the change was intended to
help all families with planning and to provide the newly
-admitted families with “a lot
of information at once.”
“For our newest families,
we thought it was important
to be in communication with
them earlier just to try and
make sure they’re assured that
we’re going to do our best by
financial aid,” said Laughlin.
In order to announce
the tuition several weeks
early, the Budget and Finance
Committee—a subset of the
Board of Trustees—planned
ahead and moved its February meeting to January. The
board approved the outline
of the budget last month and
will meet in May to approve
the final budget, as it has in
years past.
Current school families
will receive their letters at the
end of this week, which is earlier than in years past too.
“The earlier we can announce (that) to our current

Senior Joe Schultz (left) and Visitation junior Caitlin Stebelman during a rehearsal Wednesday night.
BY Sam Heagney
FEATURES EDITOR

F

ine arts teacher Kathryn
Whitaker will make her
debut as winter musical director this weekend with My
Fair Lady, and she will bring
plenty of new looks to the old
show in the Schulte Theater
tonight, Friday, Saturday, and
twice on Sunday.
The timeless musical
is set in Edwardian London
and opens on Eliza Doolittle

(played by Caitlin Stebelman,
a junior at Visitation Academy) selling flowers. Eliza, a
member of the working class,
has a heavy Cockney accent.
Colonel Pickering (sophomore Darren Tucker) runs
into Eliza, spilling her flowers. She then notices a man
writing down her speech and
is introduced to phonetician
Henry Higgins (senior Jack
Zimmerman). Higgins claims
he can turn her into a proper

lady by teaching her to speak
like one, launching into the
first number, “Why Can’t the
English?”
“Eliza is spunky and
street-smart.
She’s
very
strong and independent, but
doesn’t yet have the platform
to achieve her dreams. She
grows up not being able to
enjoy all the luxuries of life,”
said Stebelman.
Higgins is excited to
meet Pickering, a similarly

photo | Brendan Voigt

well-off man who studied Indian dialects. Their common
interest in language prompts
Higgins to invite Pickering to
stay with him during his visit
to London. After they exit,
Eliza and her friends burst
into, “Wouldn’t it be Loverly?” imagining the life of an
upper class lady.
“‘Loverly’ is the most fun
piece because it’s the first time
seeing the whole ensemble,”

continued on page 4

SLUH loses its voice, Marla Maurer

BY Ethan McIntyre
FEATURES EDITOR

I

n this school community,
iconic people come and
go—the St. Louis U. High that
we experience is often defined
by the faculty and staff that
we encounter. For the past
three decades, one of those
icons has been Marla Maurer.
Maurer came to SLUH
28 years ago, working as a
librarian. Her husband, Don
Maurer, had been the basketball coach before she arrived
at SLUH. Six years after coming to the library, an opening
in the Main Office opened up
as an Assistant to the Assistant Principal of Student Life.
Maurer was offered the job
immediately after interviewing, proof that she truly was
made for this job. At the time,
continued on page 5 the office was held by Art Zin-
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selmeyer.
When Eric Clark assumed the assistant principal
role the following year, he
inherited Maurer as his assistant. For the next 13 years,
they would work side-byside. Maurer shared nearly all
of Clark’s duties as Assistant
Principal.
“She was my partner in
crime,” said Clark, the current
President at Loyola Academy.
“She had my front, back, and
sides at all times. The only
thing she didn’t do was suspend students.”
Once Clark left SLUH
to take the position of Presiartwork | Joe Fentress
dent at Loyola Academy,
Brock Kesterson filled his job.
Continuing the trend that interact with students in the for granted what she does beshe began with Clark, Mau- Commons or in the hallways. cause she is an extension of
rer handled all of Kesterson’s
“There have probably me,” said Kesterson. “She has
duties, allowing Kesterson to been times when I have taken
continued on page 5
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Let’s get Weir-d
The Martian author Andy Weir
and SLUH students video conferenced on Monday, giving
them the opportunity to ask him
questions about his best-selling
book. Page 2

Anderson helps develop textbook
Over the past few years, science
teacher Bill Anderson has worked
on Healing Earth, a textbook that
addresses the ecological problems
of the world from a spiritual and
ethical perspective. Page 2
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Put a Bird On It
An art exhibit featuring various
landscapes and birds will be on
display in the SLUH Art Gallery
until the end of February. Page 8

Nester makes his roost at 1,000
Senior Matt Nester is the ninth
player to join the SLUH 1,000
point club, thanks to hard work
and dedication. Page 4

Sports

f the 311 applicants to
St. Louis U. High’s this
year, 290 students opened the
online application portal on
Friday afternoon and happily
found themselves a part of the
class of 2020.
“We were blessed with
a great and strong applicant
pool,” said Schmelter. “I’m
excited about the incoming
freshman class.”
Three hundred and eleven eighth grade students, an
eight percent increase from
last year’s 287, sent applications to St. Louis U. High,
though this year’s applicant
pool was not as large as that
of two years ago (323 applicants), which Admissions
Director Anja Schmelter attributes to the decrease in live
male births in the Saint Louis
area in the birth years of the
class of 2020.
There has also been a
growing trend of students
attending their local district public high schools
over attending Catholic high
schools.
This year’s admission decisions were delivered both
online and in print form,
though the admission packet
that has been a part of the
mailed letter in past years was
available online only.
As in past years, the
admitted class looks highly
qualified and socioeconomically and ethnically diverse.
For the third consecutive
year, the Kirkwood zip code
is sending the most students
to SLUH with 21. University
City (19), Webster Groves
(17), and Ballwin (16) are
close behind.
The top feeder school for
the class of 2020 is Chaminade, with 12 students; Academy of Sacred Heart in St.
Charles follows with ten students. Last year’s top feeder,
St. Peter in Kirkwood, had
eight admitted students.
Seventy-three percent
of the admitted class comes
from private schools (Catho-

Hockey defeats Fort Zumwalt East
With two big wins over Fort
Zumwalt East in the Challenge
Cup Quarterfinals, SLUH earns a
spot against De Smet in the semifinals. Page 6
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Basketball routs Rams
Basketball recovers from backto-back losses from two weeks
ago by beating the Ladue Rams
67-56 in a Tuesday night showdown. Page 6
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Andy Weir, author of The Martian, speaks to SLUH community

Weir answered questions about his novel, The Martian, via video conference on Monday night.
BY Joseph Reznikov
CORE STAFF

M

ars, potatoes, Matt Damon, and Aquaman.
Andy Weir, author of the 2015
summer reading book The
Martian video-conferenced
with around 150 students,
siblings, friends, and faculty
on Monday night to answer
questions about these topics as well as many others
about the best-selling novel
and Golden Globe winning
movie.
The night began with an
hour of pizza and The Martian trivia from followed by

a video conference with Weir
7:00-8:00 p.m.
During the trivia, attendees could submit potential
questions for Weir to a website, slido.com. Students voted
on the questions using phones
or iPads, and Weir was asked
the top-ranked questions.
Then, for the last ten minutes
of the night, the microphone
was passed throughout the
crowd so that students could
ask Weir their own questions.
“After listening to him,
I think careers in STEM are
much more interesting because there’s so much you

can do,” said freshman Paul
Gillam. “It’s not just working
behind a computer, you can
actually write books and do
other things like that. It’s more
accessible than I realized.”
The event was organized
through a collaboration between Weir, the science department, and senior Ethan
McIntyre. McIntyre, who was
part of the initial process of
deciding on the all-school
summer reading book, has
exchanged emails with Weir
for the past three months to
find a date for Weir to speak
with the SLUH community.

“I’m really into both ing open to the whole SLUH
English and science, and he community, and, of course,
found a way to cross them the free pizza.
when there’s not a lot of over“People would get exlap,“ said McIntyre. “I look up cited when he said things
to him, so it was fun to get to and you could feel it,” said
talk to him.”
McIntyre. “If there were just
Although SLUH has a a bunch of us sitting in rows
history of hosting all-school in the Commons, that would
assemblies with the author of not have happened as much.
the summer reading book, the Letting people decide if they
process was changed this year. wanted to do it or not was
Partly because Weir is afraid the best way to get an excited
of airplanes, and partially be- group.”
cause the Science Department
Whether SLUH will conwas looking to try something tinue this trend of discussing
new, they decided to instead the summer reading book
host a video conference with with an optional event rather
Weir.
than a required event is un“We wanted it to be a fun clear. While the video conferthing for people that wanted ence worked well for this year,
to be there; we didn’t want to the situation will need to be
force people to come,” said reevaluated each year.
McIntyre.
“It depends how much
The event had resound- the whole community needs
ingly positive feedback largely to hear the message. This year
photo | Gaurav Nigam because of four things: the it was the right choice to have
relaxed atmosphere, the night a video conference, but it debeing optional rather than pends,” said Chott.
McIntyre took lead on mandatory, the night bethe project because of his love
for the novel and his love for
English and science.
“Ethan suggested the
book at one of our meetings
and he had a really high level
of interest in it,” said science
teacher Kathy Chott. “He insisted on contacting Andy
Weir and I thought ‘This is
great. A student is helping to
work on the summer reading
program, and that’s what it
should be like.’ It was a community effort rather than
photo | courtesy of Mr. Andy Weir
saying ‘okay everyone, this is Weir with a copy of The Martian for SLUH’s “Look who got
what you’re going to read.’”
caught reading The Martian” event earlier this year.

Anderson assists in production of
environmental science textbook, Healing Earth

Chess falls to Belleville

BY Andrew
STAFF

T

O

Pluff

ver the course of the last
several years, science
teacher Bill Anderson has
pitched a helping hand into
the production of an environmental science textbook that
he is piloting this year.
The textbook, Healing
Earth, is free on www.healingearth.ijep.net and has been
written and edited by Jesuit
teachers and scholars over
the past years. The book goes
into detail about the science
behind some of the problems
facing our world and takes a
look at the morals and spirituality behind these problems
as well.
Anderson has started
testing the textbook in his
classes.
“The textbook is great,”
said Anderson. “It does all
the good science but also gets
at the ethics and spirituality,

it takes a much more holistic
approach to this topic.”
Dr. Schuck is an associate Professor of Theology at
Loyola-University Chicago
and has been leading the production effort since 2011.
“It discusses today’s ecological challenges from not
only a scientific perspective,
but also from the perspective
of environmental ethics, spirituality, and environmental action,” said Schuck. “It is the
only environmental science
textbook that does this.”
When classes began using the book, it was still in
production and was being
constantly edited as they used
it.
Anderson is using the
book as the main text this year
and is supplementing it with
the book he has used in past
years. In the future, he would
like to use this as the only text,
along with journals and other

The home screen of the textbook.

small readings.
The book is a collaboration between different educators and scholars from all over
the world. The contributors
totaled 92 people from 13
countries.
“It’s nice because it’s not
just the Catholic/Christan
perspective,” said Anderson. “It brings in views from
people all over the world and
shows how they look at problems differently.”
The book, having been
written and edited by people
from all over the globe, gives
perspectives not found in other textbooks, on issues that
face many types of people;
people in different situations
might look at the same problem in vastly different ways.
The book was written
as an extension of an earlier
document produced by the
Jesuits called Healing a Broken World.

The new textbook is a
response towards some of
the environmental issues explained in Healing a Broken
World and is aimed at high
school and college students as
a call to action.
The production of the
book began in 2011 when
the International Jesuit Ecology Project was founded and
tasked with creating a free
textbook for upper level students that centered around
helping the environment and
the natural world we live in as
a whole.
Just two weeks after the
official launch on Jan. 29, 495
teachers and helpers were already involved, from 39 different countries around the
world.
Anderson got involved
in the production of the book
several years ago through an
online journal called EcoJesuit, which expressed an
interest in people who wanted
to proofread chapters of the
book in its earliest stages.
“I was really impressed
by the idea of the textbook,”
said Anderson. “So I figured
it would be worthwhile looking into it and it’s just sort of
grown from there.”
Anderson’s main role
has been proofreading but he
also was involved in a meeting held at SLUH last year
to show students and faculty
what the book was about. The
meeting was led by Dr. Michael Schuck.

BY Liam Connolly
REPORTER

would have done.”
Brennan held his opponent back with just a draw,
typically an infrequent occurrence at chess meets.
“My opponent had me on
the ropes for a long time and
is probably overall the better
chess player,” said Brennan.
“The game was nasty, brutish,
and long. It was a hard-fought
draw on both sides.”
Despite the loss, coach
Don Steingruby was pleased
as usual with the team’s overall performance.
“It was another close
match, you know. We’ve had a
lot of them recently,” said Steingruby. “The younger guys
have had a strong showing
and we’ve been playing some
strong players.”
The team was looking
to win its last two games of
the regular season in order
to make it to the playoffs, but
the loss against Belleville West
dashed those hopes. They
will be playing Belleville East
Wednesday, and hope to finish off the season with a win.

he St. Louis U. High chess
team suffered a 16.5-13.5
loss to Belleville West yesterday in its third to last meet of
the regular season.
Freshman Paul Gillam
played board two, sophomore
Connor Worley played board
five, and seniors Sergio Goodwin, Miles Quigless, and Michael Brennan played boards
one, three and four, respectively.
Although Worley won
board five, Gillam won board
two, and Brennan played to a
draw on board four, it was not
enough for the team to win
outright against Belleville.
Junior Will Kelly, a normal board one or two player
for the team, wasn’t able to
play since he couldn’t make
the start of the match.
“The fact that I could not
be here makes me very emotional,” Kelly said.
According to Kelly, Gillam capitalized on a fork,
which is when a player puts a
piece in position to attack two
pieces without any way for his
opponent to take it. This led
to the team’s most valuable
win of the meet.
“Paul had a pretty aggressive attack going, which
definitely cost him his defense,” said Kelly. “It was a nail
biter for a bit but the other
guy didn’t have a very strong
attack so it was kind of like
photo | Brendan Voigt
Paul had a slight edge the
whole time. He was playing Senior Michael Brennan in his
very well—anything he did, I match on Wednesday.
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What’s up with that?
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Absence of doughnuts leaves a hole in our hearts
BY Matthew
REPORTER

O

Book

h! The doughnuts are
gone. I’ll just get that out
in the open right off the bat.
Last Thursday was the first
day doughnuts were not sold
at SLUH. While doughnuts
will still be sold on Fridays,
the other four days of the
week will be doughnut-less.
Reactions to the news generally included surprise and incredulity.
Upon hearing about the
change for the first time, junior Jack Waters cried, “Seriously?! Are you serious?
Why?” The passion for this
lost snack was evident.
While we are understandably upset about no lon-

ger being able to walk down to
the food line and pick up a few
high calorie pastries to provide the energy to burn while
doing homework during our
free periods, Ms. Kathy Hylla
of the Food Service Consultants said there were many
motives behind this change.
Recently the doughnuts have
been coming in undercooked
or soggy, making them unsellable.
“(Last) Wednesday the
doughnuts were terrible, so
I threw them all away,” said
Hylla. “That was the tipping
point. It wasn’t worth waiting
everyday for stuff to come in
and then having to pitch it.”
FSC will continue to use
the same supplier as long as

Prep News

they can consistently keep
quality acceptable and “continue to figure out when Friday is.”
A recently adopted
“healthy trend” was also a
factor in stopping the sales
of doughnuts. Before last
Thursday, FSC sold 13 dozen
doughnuts every day. Apparently this was less than ideal
for the overall health of the
student body.
Ms. Kathy also plans
to start implementing some
healthier breakfast options
now that people no longer
have the temptation of one
dollar doughnuts.
“We will start to have
eggs, sausage, bacon, breakfast tornados, breakfast sand-
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Ethan “Building a deck” McIntyre

News Editors
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wiches, breakfast burritos,
and fresh muffins,” she said.
“We will have some sort of
protein everyday and then
another burrito or sandwichtype thing along with the
normal muffins, yogurt, and
fruit”.
Doughnuts are no doubt
a favorite here at SLUH: they
have been sold for as long
as Ms. Kathy can remember
and after the morning pep
rally last year, we ate 1200 of
them in less than an hour, but
we will still always be able to
satisfy our cravings on Friday
mornings. If you find yourself
hungry on Monday through
Thursday, well, go eat some
photos | courtesy of Mrs. Kathy Hylla
bacon.
Students reacting to the doughtnut disappearance.
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PN Puzzle
Mascot Trivia
Across
4. Pillsbury Doughboy’s real first name
7. This university ate their Longhorn
mascot in 1920
8. Animal mascot for Geico insurance
9. The Microsoft Word living Paperclip
11. This NFL team has the only human
mascot
14. NBC has this colorful animal
mascot
15. Stanford University Mascot, The
___
17. Spider-Man and Wolverine are
mascots for this comic company
18. Nerinx’s mascot (it’s plural)
20. Shamu the whale is what aquatic
company’s mascot
21. The SLU Mascot!
24. Ronald McDonald’s partner in
crime
28. This car logo has a bull mascot on it
29. Based on his uniform’s stripes,
whats “Captain” Crunch’s actual rank?
30. The red front-man of “Sesame
Street”
31. The yellow pokemon mascot
Down
1. Pixar’s mascot “Luxo” is this item
2. SEGA video game mascot
3. Jumpman, Nintendo’s mascot, is better known by this name
4. Mr. ____ is the Planter’s mascot
5. Disney’s mousey mascot’s first name
6. Controversial NFL mascot from
Washington
9. Cheeto’s Cheetah Mascot
10. The Energizer Bunny is this color
12. Nickelodeon mascot who lives in a
pineapple
13. The blue mascot for the 2016
olympics
16. Hamburger Helper mascot is this
body part

“What Mrs. Maurer gave me a demerit for”

19. Republican Party Mascot
22. Hound who is mascot for
Calgary Flames
23. “The boy on the moon” is
what company’s mascot
25. First name of the actor who

plays The Joker in Suicide Squad
26. Origin language of the word
“Mascot”
27. Rice Krispies mascot with a
chef ’s hat

4

NEWS

Prep News

February 11, 2016

My Fair Lady starts four-day, five-show run

photo | Brendan Voigt

Junior Caitlin Stebelman as Eliza. The show opens tonight.

(continued from page 1)

said Stebelman.
Throughout the rest of
the play Eliza learns to act like
a “proper lady” with Higgins’
help. She learns to respect
herself. She also faces a decision between romantic interest in Pickering or Higgins.
Pickering falls for Eliza after
he realizes that she is something new that he hasn’t experienced as a privileged man.
At one point he stays outside
Higgins’ house waiting for her
and writing love letters. The
scene climaxes when the two
sing a duet titled “Show Me.”
“It’s a great role to take
on a character so different
from everyday life since he
was born with a silver spoon
in his mouth,” said Tucker.
Though Higgins and Eliza also have an obvious attraction, it isn’t as romantic, but
more like her “missing piece,”
according to Stebelman.
Unlike some produc-

tions, this show doesn’t have a
clear moral that it repeats, but
instead each lead character
undergoes a different transformation.
For Eliza “it’s about relationships, really,” said Stebelman. “Her friendships allow
to her to evolve and show the
strength and confidence that
she has.”
Higgins, on the other
hand, begins as a “driven, no
nonsense” character, according to Zimmerman. Zimmerman also thought the show
was about relationships, but
for Higgins it’s “about interdependence and learning that he
does need Eliza,” he said.
Though Eliza has two
conflicting interests, the end
of the musical leaves the situation open to interpretation
about what Eliza decides to
do.
My Fair Lady will be the
first time directing the winter
musical for Whitaker, though

she’s directed many other productions. Whitaker, in coordination with her designers,
managers,
choreographer,
and choral director, chose the
musical because she felt it fit
her style of intense collaboration between all roles of the
show.
Though the theater
doesn’t precast for shows,
it does evaluate what selection of students it may have

and make decisions based on
that. My Fair Lady, which the
school hasn’t performed in
16 years, fit the budget and
personnel SLUH had available. The rights for the play
were suspended for a while,
but became available while
the group was still looking, so
Whitaker made sure to snatch
them up.
“For me, since it is the
first time I have done the big

musical, I wanted to do something that I was passionate
about and I love this story,”
said Whitaker. “We call me an
‘articulatory egalitarian’ because I’m all about speech and
the actors’ instrument of the
voice, so the story of Henry
Higgins (a phonetician) was
terrific.”
Whitaker brings with
her a belief that the process
should include everyone
from dancers to singers to the
leads. To begin the implementation of her style, Whitaker
took the whole cast through
the story from beginning to
end before beginning the fiveweek process of putting the
show together.
Whitaker often stresses
that “if you’re in the show
you’re essential,” a line that
the entire cast and crew has
memorized by now.
“I wanted everyone to be
operating from the idea that
we are all telling the story together regardless of our gifts,”
said Whitaker. “Even if you
don’t have a lot of lines you’re
essential to the story telling.”
“Whitaker
measures
progress by how actors can
live in the play,” said Zimmerman. “We really get to enjoy
the world of the play.”

photo | Brendan Voigt

Senior Jack Zimmerman (middle) with Stebelman and sophomore Sam Pottinger (right).

To further this ethic,
Whitaker combined her rehearsals instead of separating
into dancer, singer, or actor
practices.
“We tried to meld everything so that as soon as we
knew (the different parts) we
could put them together; we
had a better understanding of
the ensemble storytelling effort and the need for it,” said
Whitaker.
Whitaker is also excited
by the steampunk costumes
the Cockneys wear, designed
courtesy of Katy Becvar, who
moved on from costume design for SLUH but returned as
a favor for Whitaker’s winter
musical debut.
“There’s this edgy sort
of flavor to the Cockneys.
(Becvar) took the steampunk
idea and ran with it,” said
Whitaker. “The layering, texturing, and the color palette of
those Cockneys is just super.
It’s really fun.”
The set of the show also
has some added spice. The
grand,
turquoise-covered
stage is a unit set, whereas
most productions of My Fair
Lady feature wing-and-drop
sets composed of multiple
drops, which are too grand to
design in house so they must
be imported from a limited
selection. A unit set uses the
same scene but changes location with different set dressing and furniture.
“It’s a completely different approach which simplifies
it on our end. Any time you
incorporate rolling scenery
it makes it more difficult. I’m
a fan of unit sets because we
can put that much more detail
into it and then we can take
our time,” said set designer
Tim Moore.
Since My Fair Lady is an

continued on page 5

Nester becomes ninth in school history to reach 1000 points
BY Nolen Doorack
NEWS EDITOR

M

And work on his game he
does.
Aside from the six-team
practices each week, Nester
shoots before school a few
times each week.
“I have been around high
school for 32 years here,” said
former Athletic Director Dick
Wehner. “I have never—I have
never been asked to open the
gym before school to have
someone shoot … that’s how
dedicated Matt is. He has
made himself a great basketball player and an outstanding

shooter. When they say, ‘Hard
work pays off,’ that’s the poster
child right there.”
Nester, who started varsity as a freshman, has always
been someone to watch out
for. His freshman year was
supposed to be a rebuilding
year for the team, which finished above expectations at
15-13. Even as a freshman,
Nester was a huge factor for
the team, averaging 7.8 points
per game that year. A few
times, he even led the team
in points scored, as he did

att Nester’s three from
the top of the key early
in the fourth quarter against
Hazelwood Central on Jan. 18
wasn’t just another basket for
the senior—it brought his career point total to 1000.
Nester joins the ranks of
just eight other SLUH basketball players to achieve the
1000-point milestone. He is
among the likes of Ted Mimlitz, Dan Vierling, and Austin
Sottile (who reached the milestone during Nester’s sophomore year). Nester is just the
third player to have scored
1000 since the early 80’s.
Going into this season,
Nester held a total of 818
points. He said that he didn’t
really count down the baskets
to the milestone, but he said
his dad paid attention.
“My dad wanted my
whole family to be there when
that happened,” said Nester.
Compared to many of the
members of the 1000-point
club, Nester is undersized. His
5’11” frame has forced him to
shoot mostly from the outside.
“Basketball is a sport
where it’d be a lot easier if you
were taller,” said Nester. “So I
understood that, and I work
on my shot to keep my game
aggressive.”
Matt Nester against Webster last year.

photo | Leo Heinz

against Lutheran South and
Marquette with 14 and 16
points, respectively.
At the end of the 201213 season, head coach Erwin
Claggett said, “Matty gives
us something to be excited
about.”
His sophomore year only
brought more success. Again,
he was a top scorer averaging
9.0 points per game. A highlight of the season was when

Nester hit five three-pointers
against Webster Groves on
Feb. 8, 2014.
Last year’s fairly inexperienced basketball squad
looked to Nester for leadership. At an early-season
game against McCluer, Nester
stepped up with 24 points, two
steals, and four assists. With
the help of his leadership, the
basketball team cracked the
Post-Dispatch’s Top 10 large

Matt Nester against De Smet his freshman year.

school rankings. He averaged
11.8 points per game last year.
Nester, who has committed to play at Washington
University next year, currently has 1088 points in the
books.
Humble as ever, Nester
said, “It was a big accomplishment, but that’s not really
what the season’s about. It’s
about winning Districts and
hopefully State.”

photo | Sam Gerbic
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The voice over the PA: SLUH says goodbye to Maurer
(continued from page 1)

than to be spoofed during brings the energy to her job ter she has every day.
Senior Follies and when you that she brings every day,” said
“She has fostered the
are annually spoofed—there Kesterson. “It’s not an act; it sons of students who she enis the love.”
really is sincere.”
countered when she first came
Maurer has become an
While the students might here,” said Moran. “I think
icon at SLUH. Not only is she not appreciate it now, Maurer that she looks at her role as an
a smiling face for new stu- certainly believes that she is educator.”
dents, her welcoming smile building the character of the
The part of her job that
also touches parents, visitors,
and even new teachers.
“Anyone that has come
into contact with St. Louis
U. High—students, parents,
alumni, college students coming back—she is one of the
people they would say is the
face of SLUH,” said Moran.
Maurer’s exit today will
be a celebration of nearly 30
years of service, and all corners of the SLUH community
will be working together to
say goodbye to Maurer. Many
surprises are planned for her
throughout the day.
“The hardest thing for
her will be missing the colleagues and missing the students,” said Clark. “She loved
her job. That’s a blessing—not
many people have that.”
One aspect that is unique
to Maurer’s job, compared
to other secretarial duties
photo | Dauphin Yearbook
around the school, is disci- Maurer singing before her PA days.
pline. As Kesterson’s sidekick,
Maurer is often the one giving
photo | Ethan McIntyre
“Oh, baby, I just OD’d on sugar!”
JUGs and demerits to stu- students she comes into con- Maurer seems to enjoy the
dents who lost their stuff or tact with, loving each one of most is her interactions with
her booming voice on the PA nize Maurer’s strong presence forgot to get an absent note them as if they were one of her the students she encountered.
system.
in the community. It is easy to signed.
own children and bringing a
“I’m here for you guys,”
“I don’t know how she warm smile to every encoun- said Maurer. “Every day you
“(Wehner) and I are very see that this presence will be
close friends,” said Maurer. dearly missed.
make my day and every day
is different. I wake up each
“We have an unofficial com“When you walk by that
office on Monday morning
morning and thank God for
another day working here.”
and
you
don’t
see
her
there—
“I don’t know how that’s going to be a jolt,” said
One of her favorite parts
she brings the Wehner.
of the day is listening to a
student’s excuses and trying
Maurer receives the
energy to her job
highest respect and love from
to figure out if they are just
that she brings everyone in the SLUH commaking up a story to get out
of trouble.
every day. It’s not munity, something that she
has built up over the years.
“I’ll miss that part too—
an act; it really is As Clark puts it, Maurer is the
it’s like investigative work,”
sincere.”
“only person who gives a stusaid Maurer. “They think
they’re pulling it over your
dent a demerit and is thanked
petition for loudest voice in afterwards.”
eyes, but what they don’t realize is that I’ve been there and
the school. I’m going to miss
“She’s somebody who
done that.”
him desperately.”
year after year we see as a charMaurer will be retiring
When Maurer first came acter in a Senior Follies skit,”
to SLUH nearly 30 years ago, said Principal John Moran. “I
photo | Dauphin Yearbook tomorrow, but plans to begin
Wehner only had three years think we all know that there is Maruer with Eric Clark, the former Assistant Principal for
working again someday as
long as it’s a social job with
of SLUH experience under no greater testament of love Student Life.
allowed me to be around the
building more because I know
that things are taken care of in
the office.”
For Maurer, professional
relationships were often a
starting point for lifelong
friendships. Maurer introduced Kesterson to his wife,
and she and her husband
Don were the godparents to
one of theology teacher Dick
Wehner’s children. Clearly
Maurer’s presence at SLUH
extends much further than

his belt. As two new faculty/
staff members, Maurer and
Wehner stuck together, becoming close friends in the
process.
“She’s a very, very valued friend—a confidante of
mine,” said Wehner. “We’ve
been through the passing of
students together, the passing of faculty together. She’s
someone that I can go to and
tell her I’m upset; she’s an extremely good listener.”
Wehner and the rest of
the SLUH community recog-

lots of face-to-face interactions.
“I will have to go back
to work, otherwise I will go
stir crazy,” said Maurer. “The
way I love people, I could
be a Walmart greeter and be
happy.”
Before finding a new
job, Maurer will focus on the
move to Columbia, Mo. where

“Anyone that has
come into contact
with St. Louis U.
High—students,
parents, alumni,
college students
coming back—
she is one of the
people they would
say is the face of
SLUH.”
her husband, Don, has been
working on the board of the
Missouri State High School
Activities Association (MSHSAA) since July. In the end,
the same person that brought
Maurer to SLUH is the one
who will take her away from
us: her husband Don.
“I’ve known them a long
time,” said Wehner. “When
I look at them, I say ‘that is a
couple that loves each other’”
On Tuesday morning,
Maurer’s voice will not ring
through the hallways as it
has for years. Chances are,
her desk will be empty most
of that day when you peek
through the door. There may
be someone in her seat, but
Maurer’s place in the SLUH
community will not easily be
filled; if you are lucky enough
to get called down to Dr. Kesterson’s office today, embrace
it.
“There are people that
have been here a long time
and put in their time. But then
there are people who have
been here a long time and
have put in their heart and
soul,” said Wehner. “She’s one
of those.”

Financial aid increases 5 percent; tuition, 3.1 percent Musical plays through Sunday
(continued from page 1)

families, it would be better,”
said Vice President of Administration Joe Komos.
Many people in charge
of certain areas—like athletics, admissions, advancement,
and facilities, with department chairs, and club moderators—had to compile their
budgets earlier in the school
year than in years past in order to accelerate the annual
budget process.
“People were great about
it,” said Laughlin.
“The reason we were able
to pull this off and get the
budget done in such a compressed window was the faculty and staff—everyone who
had their pieces and had parts
of the budget they needed to
do—were really good about
responding to the challenge
and preparing their budgets
and getting them into me so
that we could turn the budget
around quickly,” said Komos.
As in years past, the
largest factor in the tuition
increase is faculty compen-

sation, but general expenses
and insurance also increased
from last year. Some financial areas of the school present unexpected and uncontrollable expenses, which are
more difficult to plan for. For
example, Director of Facilities
Joe Rankin has been replacing
the lighting throughout the
school to LED bulbs in order
to lower the utility cost.
“We’re constantly trying to manage our controllable expenses—things like
supplies—and minimize our
increase in non-controllable
expenses,” said Komos. “We’re
always looking for ways to
manage and control our expenses to try to minimize the
tuition increases.”
The string of tuition increases at or below four percent is “by design,” Laughlin
said.
“At the end of the day, the
lower percent tuition increase
is out of strategy. The increase
in financial aid is out of strategy. These are some of the
initiatives we want to pursue

and ensure in the future,” said
Laughlin. “The advancement
of the process was about more
than just financial aid; it was
about looking at the macro
level of things in the world of
admissions and saying, ‘We
can do better by our families.’”
“That’s been a strategic
objective,” said Komos. “We
recognize it’s difficult for
families to pay tuition, so we
really are trying very hard to
minimize the increases because we recognize what a
burden it is on the families.”
Financial assistance for
next year will also increase
to $3.6 million, a five percent
raise from this year’s $3.4 million. Since families are receiv-

ing the tuition information
earlier, the dates for financial
aid applications and final
amounts will also be moved
up. The financial aid applications will be submitted online
for next year. The FACTS application is due on Feb. 15,
and financial assistance will
be awarded to students on
March 15, a significant change
in the timing of the process.
“As we continue to practice needs-blind admission,
we’re just seeing more need
out there, and fortunately our
benefactors are providing donations to the school so we
can meet those needs,” said
Komos.

Financial assistance

$3.6 million
up from $3.4 this year

(continued from page 4)

older production, the set is
relatively simple, featuring no
trap door type contraptions.
However, it’s still a grand production, so there are many
different locations. To pull
off the design of these many
locations, the crew borrowed
pieces from nine other theaters and companies.
“The transitions are all
open and much more fluid,”
said Moore.
“The set is very flowing
and lyrical, and that’s especially helpful in a big show like
this one,” said Whitaker.
Simonie Anzalone, the
choreographer of the show,
borrowed a concept from the
London revival version of the
show. During “The Ascot Gavotte,” the dancers, dressed
in formal wear, mimic horses
for the first portion of the
dance. Surprisingly, the group
struggled more with the minute details of the next part of
the dance, when they have to
snap into the form of proper
gentlemen and ladies, because

there are more minute details
and small movements on specific counts.
“It’s poking fun at the aristocracy, and their very highfalutin, snooty manner,” said
Whitaker.
The dance for the production features types of dance
ranging from raucous Cockney kicking heels to a classic
waltz. Though the dancers
faced many challenges, such
as working closely with a partner on the waltz, the wide variety is also more fun.
The show is also the
SLUH debut of Addie Akin,
the new choral director.
“Akin has been a tremendous addition. She’s the music
director for the musical but
she’s also playing the piano for
the musical in the pit. She’s so
talented,” said Anzalone.
My Fair Lady will show
tonight through Sunday night
at 7:30 p.m., as well as a Sunday matinee at 2:00. Tickets
are $8 in advance and $10 at
the door.
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Hockey skates to semifinals against De Smet
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Racquetball tops
Lafayette & Chaminade
Completes
undefeated season
BY Andrew
STAFF

T

Senior captain Steve Lockwood against Fort Zumwalt East on Monday evening.
BY Tim Nile and Will Farroll
SPORTS EDITOR, REPORTER

T

wo boisterous wins over
Fort Zumwalt East in the
quarterfinal series earned the
St. Louis U. High hockey team
a berth in the semifinals of the
Challenge Cup tournament.
The Jr. Bills defeated
Chaminade last Thursday to
advance to the quarterfinals
against Fort Zumwalt East
(FZE) in a two-game series
that started the following
night.
“We responded pretty
well,” said head coach Kevin
Fitzpatrick. “We came out
hard and fast against Chaminade, got up quick and early
and that definitely took a lot
of pressure off of us. Then we
rode that momentum going
into that game on Friday. It
was a quick turnaround and

we didn’t really have time to
prepare for East, but the kids
played great Friday night.”
Due to a club hockey
conflict, freshman goalie
Brendan Rasch was not at the
game, which gave senior Joe
Warnecke the chance to get
the start for the Jr. Bills
“It’s good to be back,”
said Warnecke. “I was having
a little trouble for a few games
there but it’s good to be back.
I feel good.”
“They’re both really good
goalies and right now we
seem to be riding with Joe; we
hope to continue as long as he
keeps stopping pucks,” said
Fitzpatrick. “He’s been with
us for four years, he’s a leader
and he’s really a neat kid, so
I’m really pulling for him.”
The Jr. Bills took the lead
over FZE late in the first period with 4:05 left, when freshman Justin Jacoby scored to
give SLUH a 1-0 lead.

The scoring continued 45
seconds into the second period after senior captain Patrick Pence was set up with a
pass at the edge of the penalty
box. Two minutes later, senior
Jonah Schwartz scored, followed by goals from juniors
Liam Knobbe and Luke Gassett to end the period with a
5-0 lead.
“I really like the way we
came out and started,” said
Fitzpatrick. “We shut their
guys down. They have two or
three really good players that
had close to 60 points or over
60 points during the regular
season, so we came out hard
and shut them down early
and really took the game away
from them and that made a
big difference for us.”
In the third period,
freshman Henry Wagner added to the Jr. Bills’ lead with a
rebound goal, extending it to
6-0. Finally with 7:46 left in

photo | Tim Nile

the game, junior Peter Hoffmeister scored the final goal
by redirecting a shot into the
corner of the net.
Outshooting them 46-13,
SLUH defeated FZE 7-0, giving them momentum heading
into the second game of the
series.
Although the end result
of the second game against
FZE was similar to the first
game, the road to it was different.
The team barely let FZE
touch the puck in the first period. The Jr. Bills controlled
the game, and by the end of
the first period, were outshooting FZE 15-1—but the
game was still scoreless.
“I wish I knew, I wish
I had a formula,” said Fitzpatrick about the offensive
chances but inability to score.
“We just seem to be snakebit.”
FZE scored the first goal

continued on page 7

Basketball rebounds against Ladue, looks toward
Paint It Pink against CBC
BY Sam Perry
REPORTER

I

t had been twelve days
since the St. Louis U. High
basketball team had taken the
floor and lost to Chaminade,
but the Jr. Bills didn’t appear
to be rusty against the Ladue
Rams Tuesday night.
“We focused a lot on
conditioning. I think we used
the time off pretty well. We focused a lot on transition, both
offensively and defensively,”
said coach Erwin Claggett.
However, from the beginning of the game, SLUH
got into the paint and used
their size to their advantage as
big men Brent Smith and B.J.
Wilson went to work down
low.
“They had a big, dominant presence in the paint
early. I think it helped us out
a lot later on in the game,”
said junior Brandon McKissic
about his forwards’ play in the
first quarter.
However, the Jr. Bills
were slowed down later in the
quarter as they began to commit bad fouls and send Ladue to the line. In particular,

SLUH had trouble stopping
Ladue senior Mark Rogers, a
Truman State commit.
“We had a really hard
time keeping Rogers out of
the paint,” said senior Matt
Nester. “It was a hard matchup for our bigs because he’s a
stretch four that can put the
ball on the floor and get to the
free throw line.”
Nester sat out the game
for personal reasons.
However, in his place,
several players stepped up and
performed well. Most notably,
junior Anthony Hughes went
for 18 points and was complemented by fellow junior B.J.
Wilson, who had 14 points.
“Hughes was a lot more
aggressive and relaxed than he
has been out there,” said Nester. “He’s been playing well in
practice and he showed it on
Tuesday.”
The second quarter continued to be much of the same
as SLUH struggled once again
with fouling too often and
playing porous transition defense. This allowed Ladue to
cut SLUH’s lead to one before
half, 29-28.
“We missed opportuni-

ties to turn up the pressure
on defense when one of their
weaker ball handlers had the
ball,” said junior Mikey Sanders. “We just didn’t sell out on
defense, and that’s why we let
up and-1’s and open 3’s.”
The Jr. Bills responded,
however, as they upped their
defensive pressure starting in
the third period. Combine
that with an increase in transition offense from the Jr. Bills,
and SLUH once again took a
more commanding lead.
“We ran pretty well all
night. I also think we did a
great job sharing the ball,”
said Nester.
“Coach told us to push
the ball, but to also be patient
and not carelessly turn the
ball over,” said Sanders.
SLUH began to really
pull away in the fourth quarter as they continued to lock
up defensively. Junior Brent
Smith supplied a couple of
blocks.
“We played good defense and that allowed us to
get some easy shots. Plus we
finally got some shots to fall,”
said senior David Jackson.
“We calmed ourselves

down. When we broke their
press, we made sure we didn’t
take bad shots. We got easy
shots, and we made them
pay,” said McKissic.
“We just tried to limit
mistakes. Everyone did their
job and we stayed in tune,”
continued Jackson.
The game ended with
SLUH on top 67-56.
SLUH’s next game will be
next Friday against MCC rival
CBC at home. This game will
be the team’s annual Paint It
Pink game.
“We’re going to work on
a lot of pick and roll defense.
Stopping Jordan (Barnes) will
be a huge thing if we want to
win that game,” said McKissic.
“We’re going to continue
to do the things that we need
to do. We are going to be committed to what we’re doing so
that we can make this stretch
run like we did last year,” said
Claggett.
Next Friday’s test will go
a long way in determining
whether or not the team is
ready to make that deep push
into the playoffs.

Modder

he St. Louis U. High varsity racquetball team
finished its undefeated regular season with dominating
victories over the Chaminade
Red Devils and the Lafayette
Lancers.
The Jr. Bills took on the
Red Devils on Feb. 5, and
crushed them with an easy
7-0 sweep. The team as a
whole gave up just 40 points
over the seven victories while
scoring 210.
No. 1 seed junior Chris
Schulze handily beat his opponent John Yeager, 15-3,
15-5 to extend his individual
winning streak to 15 games.
“My shots were staying up a bit and I wasn’t killing the ball as well as normal
but I won pretty easily,” said
Schulze.
No. 2 seed senior Tim
Juergens took care of Henry
Thomasson with no trouble,
dominating every aspect of
the match in the 15-2, 15-4
victory.
“I played pretty well and
had a lot of good kills,” said
Juergens. “2 and 4 is a good
score to have against anybody.”
No. 3 seed senior John
Correa added another win to
the total, using his consistent
and dangerous serves to defeat Alan Pineda 15-1, 15-3.
“It was a pretty quick
match,” said Correa. “My opponent didn’t put up much
of a fight, and that gave me a
chance to practice some of my
mechanics that I’d been working on in practice but then apply them to a game situation.”
No. 4 seed senior Charlie
Mueth also won in dominating fashion, 15-7, 15-2 over
Thomas Gamma. Mueth’s victory was propelled by his ability to control the serve and
then hit really good serves.
“It was one of those
matches where you just want
to get it over with as quick as
possible,” said Mueth. “You
want to use the least amount
of energy but still play at the
best of your ability.”
Seniors Jacob Longinette (No. 5 seed), Rich Helfrey (No. 6), and doubles

team Vincent Freeman and
Andrew Thomas all contributed victories to complete the
overall team sweep.
“We all took care of business and did well at being energy efficient while not letting
up on our opponents,” said
Mueth.
This past Tuesday, the Jr.
Bills battled Lafayette for the
second time this season. After
defeating the Lancers earlier
in the season by a score of 6-1,
the team went into the match
looking to get the sweep, and
they nearly did, winning 6-1.
Schulze faced off with
Theuns Gerber, who proved
to be a tough test. Gerber
had been the favorite to beat
Schulze, but instead Schulze
defeated him for the second
time this season.
Schulze won the first
game 15-8, controlling the
game well, but then got
smoked 15-1 in the second
game.
“He was serving incredibly well and I couldn’t do anything about it,” said Schulze.
However, Schulze responded with some amazing serves in the tiebreaker
to close out the match with a
dominating 11-2 win.
“I won because I served
the best I have ever served the
ball,” said Schulze. “I hit the
same serve every time, just a
straight hard low drive serve
to his backhand and I got
probably 17 aces.”
Juergens took on Kyle
Westendorf, whom he had
both beaten and lost to earlier
in the season. Westendorf, as
he had in the previous two
meetings, came out strong,
catching Juergens off guard,
and won the hard-fought
match 15-12, 15-4.
“I was with him the
whole first game, but in the
second game I made a lot of
mistakes that he put away,”
said Juergens. “I didn’t play
with as much intensity, but
when I had that intensity he
was getting frustrated so I just
need to keep that consistent
high intensity throughout the
whole game.”
“I saw determination in
Tim’s face after the match,”
said Mueth. “He knew he

continued on page 7
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Wrestling competes at Seckman
BY Jake Lepak
REPORTER

T

he wrestling team competed in its final meet of
the regular season before Districts at the Jaguar Invitational
at Seckman High School last
Saturday, facing MCC opponents CBC and De Smet,
along with teams such as
Seckman, Ritenour, Jefferson
City, Washington, Affton, St.
Charles West, and St. Charles.
The team brought a full
squad to the meet. Competing last weekend were sophomores Rory Butler (126),
Tommy Rogan (152), and
Buck Chevalier (182), juniors Chandler Love (132),
Danny Trittler (145), and Alex
Hymes (195), and senior Justice Binder (106). Senior captain Henry Mungenast did not
wrestle because head coach
Jon Ott wanted to rest Mungenast before the District meet.
In the first round of the
tournament, Love dropped
one to Seckman’s 132 and Rogan got bested by a CBC rival.
Chevalier had a dominating
pin against a CBC opponent
and easily advanced to the
next round of the round robin
bracket.
Binder also wrestled in
the first round of the tournament, but because the
only other team that had a
106-pound wrestler was St.
Charles West, Binder had the
pleasure of wrestling the op-

posing lightweight in a bestof-three series to determine
the champion of the tournament. Binder threw his opponent on his back in 30 seconds
and pinned him soon after.
The second round of
the tournament had a little
more action because of all
the first round byes. Love fell
to a tough CBC opponent
while Trittler wrestled his first
match of the day and avenged
Love’s loss with a pin over a
wrestler from Washington.
In the next match, Rogan
had one of the biggest comebacks of the season. Throughout the whole match Rogan
couldn’t really get a good position. At one point during
the match, Rogan was down
10-0. His Washington opponent only needed five more
points to defeat Rogan by
tech fall (a wrestling term for
mercy rule). But in an unexpected turn of events, Rogan,
while being cradled, flipped
his opponent on his back
for an uncommon defensive
pin to upset his adversary.
“It was exciting,” said
Rogan after his win. “It was
unexpected and I needed a
big play to get back on top
and get the win. I knew the
guy was exhausted from what
he had been doing previously, so I saw my opportunity, took it, and got the pin.”
Hymes dropped one to
Washington’s 195-pounder,
who had a record of 40-1 going into the tournament.

Butler advanced to the
semifinal round thanks to a
large number of byes in his
weight class. He faced a tough
Washington opponent and
was eventually pinned in the
second period.
Following that loss, the
consolation rounds moved
by quickly while Binder, Chevalier, and Trittler moved on.
Love dropped matches to two
different Seckman wrestlers,
Butler fell by pin to De Smet,
Rogan lost to Ritenour after
his huge comeback win, and
Hymes lost to Seckman.
Despite tough and disappointing losses, Binder,
Chevalier, and Trittler experienced much more success in
the later rounds. While Trittler lost 12-5 in three rounds
to a Washington opponent, he
followed through by pinning a
St. Charles wrestler in 30 seconds and beat an MCC rival
from De Smet to finish third
in his weight class.
Chevalier continued his
dominating day with a pin of
De Smet’s 182, but lost in the
finals to Seckman to finish
second at 182.
Binder’s final match went
on for slightly longer, but he
still won to finish first out of
two at 106.
The Jr. Bills’ quest to
qualify for the State Tournament begins Friday at noon.
A series of matches over the
course of Feb. 12 and Feb.
13 will determine which
wrestler advances to State.
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R-ball looks to State matchups
(continued from page 6)

wouldn’t let this loss happen
again.”
Correa faced Clay Hallman, whom he had beaten
earlier in regular season play
but lost to in the Top Seed
tournament.
“It was an important
match for me,” said Correa.
“There was a little bit of pressure going into it.”
Correa got off to a really
quick start in the first game,
going up 11-2, en route to a
15-9 victory. He then won the
second game 15-3.
“I wasn’t playing my best
and neither was he,” said Correa. “But halfway through the
second game he just kind of
gave up and stopped putting
all his effort into his shots.”
Mueth played a sub, Joseph Schroeder, who was

weaker compared to the original No. 4 seed. Mueth clobbered him 15-1, 15-1.
Longinette took on Kurt
Gilsinger, having to go to the
tiebreaker to pull out the victory, 13-15, 15-9, 11-3. Despite losing the first game,
Longinette was able to transition from playing his opponent’s game to playing to
his opponent’s weaknesses
instead.
Helfrey played Ethan
Brouk, whom he handled with
a dominating 15-8, 15-2 victory. He controlled all aspects
of the match.
The doubles pair of
Thomas and senior Michael
Bub, who replaced Freeman,
snatched another victory 154, 15-4.
The win over Lafayette
marked the end of an unde-

feated regular season for the
team. Schulze, Mueth, Helfrey, and the doubles team
also had perfect records in
season matches.
“It was definitely good
to finish undefeated,” said
Mueth. “Now everything is
geared toward State and Nationals.”
The State tournament begins in about two weeks; the
team is looking forward to
trying to win it all and move
on to Nationals.
“Everyone is really excited right now,” said Correa.
“It seems like we have become
more dominant as time has
gone on, and now we have
to make a conscious effort to
practice more often and work
harder on the little things in
these next two huge weeks for
us.”

Hockey focuses on offensive chances

Upcoming Events
- Hockey Semifinal - Thursday February 18, 8:45 @ Hardee’s
Iceplex against De Smet

(continued from page 6)

-Varsity Basketball - Friday February 19, 7:00 @ Danis Field
House against CBC
-Varsity Wrestling - Friday February 12, 12:00 @ Danis Field
House- Districts

Underclassmen Sport
Reports
Key stat: Freshman goalie
Dylan Bak notched the shut2/9/16
out.
SLUH		
5
Key quote: “The key to the
Marquette
1
game was the power play’s
Key stat: Sophomore LouisPe- dominance and a strong overrotti scored twice.
all team effort,” said junior Peter Hempstead.
Key quote: “We all connected
and worked well as a team,”
said junior Ryan Cierpiot.
B Team Hockey
2/6/16
SLUH		
10
JV White Hockey
Lindbergh
2
2/5/16
Key stat: Sophomore Kevin
SLUH		
3
Einig scored four goals and
Vianney 0
added three assists.

JV Blue Hockey
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Senior captain Connor FitzGerald faces off against Fort Zumwalt East last Monday.

Key quote: “We started off
hot, which led to a dominant
effort,” said Einig.

B Team Basketball

2/9/16
SLUH
63
Ladue
47
Key Quote: “We came out
very strong and never really
wavered, just a good game
overall,” said sophomore Nico
Schmelter.
—Jack Waters and Matt Godar
contributed reporting.

of the game on a breakaway
early in the second period that
seemed to wake SLUH up.
They answered East’s goal
on a power play minutes later.
With 5:32 left in the second period, sophomore Joe
Winkelmann scored the go
ahead goal on a shot that was
initially stopped before trickling across the goal line.
By the end of the second
period the Jr. Bills were outshooting FZE 36-6.
“We started off really
slow in the beginning and
that’s something we know we
need to work on and we’ve
been trying to do that in practice,” said junior Louis Garavaglia.
The break in between
the second and third periods
must have helped the Jr. Bills
in this game because they had
four unanswered goals in the
third period.
The third period was
highlighted by two rebound
goals by Gassett, a rebound
goal by Garavaglia, and a
Schwartz goal with 27 seconds left in the game. The Jr.
Bills again dominated control
of the puck and control of the
game in the third period, allowing just one shot.
“Our kids held in there
and battled,” said Fitzpatrick.
“It’s nice to come out with a
win.”
“I can’t complain about

two big wins like that,” said
Warnecke.
The end of the game was
ceremonious for the seniors,
seeing that this would be their
last game at the Affton Barn
in SLUH jerseys. In honor
of this, all the seniors on the
team played during the final
two minutes of the game.
The win earned the team
a berth in the semifinals
against Jesuit rival De Smet
starting next Thursday at
Hardee’s Iceplex in Chesterfield.
The team is very focused
on offensive chances for their
upcoming series. The ability to create offensive chances
but inability to score goals has
been highlighted in the teams’
last two meetings.
“The two losses to De
Smet, we’ve outshot them 9030 and lost to them 3-2 and
1-0,” said Fitzpatrick. “It’s
almost mind-boggling. On
one side of everything it’s always good if you get a lot of
chances. You worry when you
don’t get chances. I honestly
keep thinking it’s going to
turn around for us and we’re
going to break out in the next
three games and fill in that full
puck.”
Sometimes the semifinal atmosphere can be overwhelming for players because
of the booming fan sections
and high stakes, but senior Joe
Warnecke, who is no stranger

to big games, having played in
the Challenge Cup playoffs as
a freshman, stressed the need
to calm the nerves.
“I have to play like it’s
just another game,” said Warnecke. “These games are always fun, there’s always a big
crowd.”
The Jr. Bills know that
they must come into the semifinals with all the momentum
and drive they can muster up.
“We’re just trying to be
hard as we can to play against.”
said Fitzpatrick. “We want
other teams to worry about
playing against us.”
The Jr. Bills have lost
to De Smet in their last two
meetings, 1-0 and 3-2.
“I think we need to have
the mindset that we beat them
pretty bad in the beginning of
the year, but we need to realize
that they’re still a good team
and they can beat us,” said Garavaglia. “And I think that’s a
big thing, we need to come out
ready to play.”
“We’re developing an
attitude now of not playing
down to the level or style of
other teams and keeping our
style, which is high tempo,
and moving the puck with
speed and taking advantage
of our skill,” said Fitzpatrick.
“I’ve seen a dramatic difference the last couple weeks and
I think that De Smet loss in
the first round has really sent
a message.”
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Prep News
Around the Hallways
ACES celebrates Black History Month,
plans ahead
Members of ACES delivered morning prayers last week over the intercom.
Each prayer focused on the influence of
African Americans, both at SLUH and
beyond. The prayers brought attention
to Black History Month. ACES moderator Frank Kovarik says that the club is
also planning a prayer service for the last
week of February, and students will be
attending the Philia Retreat this Monday
and Tuesday. Upon return, the club will
finalize preparations for the Harmony
Prayer Service, which takes place March
1.
Go West Young Man
Eight juniors, along with math and
computer science teacher Dan See and
Director of College Counseling Kevin
Crimmins, leave today for San Francisco
and Silicon Valley. The trip is part of economic teacher Kevin Foy’s Ignatian Business Leaders trips. This trip includes students who are interested in technology
and have taken computer science classes.
The group will visit small and medium
startups and tour the Apple, Google, and
Facebook campuses before returning
Sunday afternoon.
Field renovation stalled in cold weather, snow
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Although last weekend provided an
opportunity for workers to get most of
the new turf down, a recent blast of cold
air and snow has halted progress. Director of Facilities Joe Rankin said, “They
strike when the iron’s hot,” and that temperatures above 50 degrees are required
to glue parts of the field together—in-
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Thursday, February 11
AP
Lunch

Schedule R

Snack—Cheese Sticks
Special—Domino’s Pizza
Vegetarian—Sweet Potatoes

Friday, February 12

No School

District Wrestling Tournament @ SLUH
7:30pm Musical

Saturday, February 13
cluding the yard-line numbers, Billiken
center logo, and end zone designs. The
plan was to have the field ready for the
start of spring sports at the end of February, but that is now in question. Rankin
said that he has been giving weekly updates to Athletic Director Chris Muskopf on the status of the field and has
helped make alternate plans if the field
is not ready by Feb. 29. Shaw Sports Turf
is installing the field, a total of 192,000
square feet, and removed the old turf
over Christmas break; the whole operation costs $430,000. Rankin said that
with warmer weather forecast for in the
next couple weeks, the field could still be
ready.“We’re not throwing the baby out
with the bathwater right now,” he said.
Dusting brings Tuesday tardies
Due to an unexpected dusting of
snow Tuesday morning, several area
highways and roads were clogged and
some impassible due to accidents. A late
start was already scheduled for the annual Mardis Gras breakfast the Mother’s
Club puts on for teachers in the Currigan
Room. During homeroom, which started an hour late, Marla Maurer, Assistant
to the Assistant Principal for Student
Life Brock Kesterson, asked homeroom
teachers to take attendance at the end of
homeroom to accommodate those who
were caught on the snarled roads. At the
end of the first and second periods, 185
(nearly 18 percent of the student body)
students were given tardy checks, Maurer said. Kesterson said it “could have
been worse.”
Teachers talk classroom environments
at Cor Jesu
Several teachers, mainly department chairs, and Principal John Moran
and Director of Facilities Joe Rankin at-

tended a meeting at Cor Jesu Tuesday
about classroom spaces and environments. A representative from Steelcase—a manufacturer of classroom
and office furniture—presented. Representatives from Color Art Integrated
Interiors, a dealer of Steelcase products, also attended the meeting. Math
teacher Frank Corley said the meeting initially felt like a “sales pitch,” but
turned into a “neat philosophical discussion” about learning environments,
how teaching style relates to classroom
setup, and what classroom spaces in
the future should look like. The group
toured some of Cor Jesu’s classrooms;
Corley noted how they were each different, using various set ups and furniture. Comparing Cor Jesu to SLUH’s
classrooms, he noted how SLUH’s
classrooms are set up for lectures, are
small, rectangular, and contain small,
difficult-to-move desks. “(The meeting) has really provoked thought for
people,” Corley said.
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District Wrestling Tournament @ SLUH
7:30pm Musical

Sunday, February 14
2:00pm

Schedule R

Musical

Monday, February 15

No Classes

Philia Retreat
6:30pm Father Son Rec Night

Tuesday, February 16

Schedule R

Philia Retreat
AP
NHS Meeting
Snack—Mini Corn Dogs
6:00pm Alumni Board Meeting
Lunch Special—Chinese Special
Vegetarian—Quesadilla

Wednesday, February 17

Schedule R

Senior Mom’s Cookie Sale
AP
Snack—Chicken Rings
Lunch

Special—Hand-Breaded Chicken Tenders
Vegetarian—Black Bean Burger

Thursday, February 18

Schedule R

Senior Mom’s Cookie Sale
AP
Freshman Scheduling Meeting
Snack—Mini Tacos
Lunch Special—Papa John’s
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese

In homily, Ruiz talks fasting, freedom
At the all-school Ash Wednesday
Mass, Fr. Pepe Ruiz, S.J. gave a brief Friday, February 19
Schedule R
homily about the meaning of fasting,
Senior Class Mass
calling it perhaps one of the most mis- AP
Snack—Texas Pretzel
understood things we do as Catholics.
He said at the core of the practice is to Lunch Special—Fish and Chips
Vegetarian—Vermicelli
become more human, less like animals
5:30pm
B Basketball vs. CBC @ SLUH
fulfilling momentary desires. He said
7:00pm
V Basketball vs. CBC @ SLUH
by creating spaces in between an action
and reaction (by fasting), the capacity
for making free choices grows. That capacity makes us more able to resist sin
and accept life and love, he said. The (continued from page 1)
final all-school Mass is scheduled for lic, private Lutheran, and private non-Catholic), 26 percent
May 4.
come from a public middle school, an increase from last year’s
22 percent. The remaining one percent of students are current—Written by Cade Dernlan, Leo K. ly homeschooled.
Heinz, Sam Chechik.
In line with a trend of fewer students identifying as “Catholic,” about 80 percent of the class is Catholic; 18 percent of
the students identify as Christian non-Catholic. The remaining two percent are divided among Jewish, Muslim and other
religions.
Prospective students were asked to state their ethnicity as
part of their application, two hundred thirty-seven admitted
students reported being Caucasian a five percent decrease from
last year. African American students make up nine percent of
the class, a two percent increase from last year.
As for SLUH legacy students, 47 sons of SLUH alumni
were admitted, and 17 students are both the son of an alumni
and the brother of a SLUH student.
Schmelter considers this year’s admissions theme, “SLUH
Unlimited,” a true success. She cited many students mentioning it during their interviews as one of their motivations for
applying to SLUH—the seemingly-unlimited opportunities
SLUH students have in the classroom, after school, and even
after graduation
“I’d like to think that it was a catchy way to explain that as
a student here you have a lot of opportunities both in the classroom as well as outside the classroom,” said Schmelter.
The class of 2020 will meet for the first time on the night
of Feb. 23 for the annual welcome orientation.

290 invited to 2020 class

New bird exhibit on display in SLUH art gallery
BY Jack Sinay
CORE STAFF

I

f you’ve heard chirping
around the J-Wing lately,
don’t worry: it’s not from birds
nesting in the Currigan Room
kitchen. Heading North for
the Winter, an art exhibit featuring a wide range of media
by nine artists, including art
teachers Joan Bugnitz and
Sarah Rebholz, will be on display in the SLUH Art Gallery
until the end of February.
The exhibit celebrates
the natural northern winter
environment and its wildlife
with a number of different
pieces, including eye-popping sculptures of birds and
delicate prints of landscapes.
It has roughly 12 different
types of media, ranging from
lithographs to collagraphs to
prints.
Aside from the media,
there are also handwritten descriptions of some of the pieces by one of the artists, Joyce
Pion, a retired French teacher
and member of the St. Louis
Weaver’s Guild. For example,
one of the sculptures, a patterned magpie, is described
as being “quite the shopper”
and has an “eye for fashion,”
adorned in a collection of tags
from different brands.
Some of the pieces are
also accompanied by po-

Bird sculptures by Pion and Rebholz.

ems written by Bugnitz’s sister, Christine. One of them
includes a “hipster bird”
welcoming summer with a
“jaunty riff,” while another describes a meadowlark tree and
its witnessing of a lifetime of
“dams built, treasures found,
and shoes lost.”
The exhibit also features
pieces made by Bugnitz that
include collagraphs of crows, a
textured monoprint, and even
a handmade book. Bugnitz
experimented with different
printmaking methods in some
of her artwork in the exhibit,
and also included reused materials. For example, her piece
“Game Birds” included dice

and other pieces from some
old board games she had.
Rebholz recycled some
material in her pieces as well,
sometimes even using sticks
she found in the park. Her
pieces also required her to
experiment with different colors and surface textures since
she was using an electric kiln
rather than a gas-powered
kiln—which was something
she wasn’t used to.
The exhibit grew out of
a shared interest in nature
among the artists, many of
whom spend their free time
hiking, biking, and kayaking.
They came together through
the Northern Arts Council, a

photo | Brendan Voigt

group of artists from the surrounding area who host exhibits and sponsor events. The
exhibit has a special focus on
birds because of their role in
nature.
“It’s the appeal of this
animal that can soar through
the sky unhindered,” said Rebholz. “It’s just a really freeing
animal.”
The exhibition was on
display at the University of
Missouri in St. Louis last week
until it was moved to SLUH
over the weekend. It will be at
SLUH until the end of February, when it will possibly move
to the Audubon Center in Alton.
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