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Mission Week takes TechBills meet alumni in Silicon Valley
new name and
form: Dooley Week
W
BY John Michael Fitzgerald
and Cade Dernlan
CORE STAFF

BY Sam Chechik
CORE STAFF

A

t St. Louis U. High, it’s
not Mission Week anymore—it’s Dooley Week now.
Instead of a mixer and haircuts, there will be an intense
focus on social justice and education throughout all of next
week, from Monday to Friday.
With the change comes
a package of new ideas, plans,
and activities. The main goal
of Mission Week—to donate
to multiple charities—will
remain, but the focus will be
shifted to education.
In an announcement
made by senior and Student
Body President Jack Perryman through a letter to the
Prep News, he detailed the
reasoning for the shift and
name change while also providing a succinct narrative of
the life of the week’s namesake, Dr. Thomas A. Dooley,
’44. Perryman said in the letter that “the purpose and mission of this week in spirit of

our SLUH brother, is to learn
and to immerse ourselves
in the injustice in the world
around us.”
He said, “I think every
SLU High student should
know about him because
he is the model of a bridgebuilder, of a man for others, of
someone totally dedicated to
the service of others and the
betterment of other people,
and I think that is part of the
duty of Student Council—to
elevate the student body to
the model of our school’s ideals. And what better manifestation of that than one of
our own alumni who is Dr.
Thomas Dooley?”
The charities for Dooley
Week are the SLUH Honduras Project, the Today
and Tomorrow Educational
Foundation, and the Friends
of Jennings School District
Foundation. Since SLUH
does not currently fund the
Honduras Project, STUCO

continued on page 5

hile most Saint Louis
U. High students spent
the long weekend catching up
on sleep and their favorite TV
shows, a group of eight Jr. Bills
spent the four-day weekend
in central California, touring everything from small
tech startups to mammoth
corporations like Google and
Apple.
The group, chaperoned
by computer and math teacher Dan See, departed last
Thursday afternoon. Director
of College Counseling Kevin
Crimmins, who had flown
out earlier in order to visit
Santa Clara University, met
the group at the San Francisco
Airport. Upon arrival in San
Francisco, the group rented a
van and headed downtown,
where they visited several
startup businesses, some of
which were headed by SLUH
grads.
The trip, organized by
economics teacher Kevin Foy,
was designed to give students
who are interested in entering
the tech field some firsthand

experience. Junior Niles Bernabe believed that the trip
succeeded in its mission.
“I was kind of scared at
first by the idea of starting
my own tech startup, but after
seeing all the guys out there
really enjoying it, I feel a lot

Arabic to join SLUH’s language ranks
BY Billy
STAFF

Balossi

I

n a few years, some students at St. Louis U. High
may have a new choice of answer to the question, “What
language are you taking?”
Along with Spanish, French,
Russian, Chinese, and Latin,
Arabic is working its way into
the SLUH curriculum.
A group of students
gathered in the theater yes-

terday during activity period
to learn about the Arabic
language and Islamic culture
around the world.
Arabic teacher George
Simon from St. Louis University gave a presentation to
nearly 30 students. His talk
covered a range of information, from the pronunciation
of Arabic words to Islamic
customs and traditions.
“I think Arabic is a beau-

tiful language, the characters
and pronunciations interest
me a lot,” said sophomore Rodolfo Gomez. “I would definitely be interested in taking
Arabic at SLUH.”
This presentation served
as an introduction to Arabic for the students, who all
came to the meeting with a
curiosity about the language.
The presentation was given to
see if there is enough interest
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Junior Kevin Gerstner at Facebook’s headquarters.

within the SLUH community
to sustain a permanent Arabic
program.
“I’m very happy with the
turnout. I’m happy that there
is definitely some interest and
I’m hoping that we can get the
ball rolling as far as getting
this language going at SLUH,”
said Simon.
Russian teacher and
Foreign Language Depart-

better,” said Bernabe.
The first tech startup the
group visited, Charge Communication, consisted of
only six employees, and was
founded by SLUH alum Chris
Goddard, ’02. The business
focuses on producing SIM

Laser Tag
Individual and teams Laser Tag will be
in the pool hall from 12 to 4 p.m.

Wednesday
Bubble Soccer, Talent Show
Bubble soccer will be during acitvity
period in the Field House, and the
Talent Show will be at 7 p.m. in the
Schulte Theater.
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Bacharier

J

ohn Kavanaugh is a man of
many talents and hobbies,
teaching English and Irish
literature, moderating the
Star Wars Club, cheering on
the Cardinals, and wearing a
continued on page 5 wide variety of hats. But Kavanaugh is also a well-known
DJ around St. Louis, and his
talents will be displayed front
and center this year at St.
Monday
Tuesday
Louis U. High’s prom.
After nearly ten years
Smash Bros. Melee, FIFA
Dr. Tiffany Anderson
of being behind the turntables for Cor Jesu Academy’s
Dr. Anderson, Superintendent of the
Super Smash Bros. Melee and FIFA tourna- Jennings School District, will speak on
dances and proms, SLUH will
ments will be during activity period in the education at the assembly during the
finally get a taste of KavanaSi Commons.
ugh’s skills this May.
Mass Schedule in the Si Commons.
“I think it’s gonna be a
lot of fun; I’m really excited
Thursday
Friday
about it,” said Kavanaugh.
“And anyone who’s going to
Pancake Breakfast, Forum, Art
Teacher Fair, Auction
SLUH and Cor Jesu’s proms
will be getting a double dose.”
Teachers will have booths in the Field
A pancake breakfast frp, 6 to 7:50 a.m.
There has been no shortHouse during activity period, and
precedes a student-led discussion on the
age of excitement and longing
STUCO will sell retro sports jerseys at
keynote during activity period in the Si
from students for Kavanaugh
an auction.
Commons with a communal art piece.
to take the stage for a SLUH
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‘John Skavanaugh’:
from vocalist to disc
jockey

Dooley Week Calendar
Sunday

cards that enable tablet devices to access data while on
the road. They recently made
a deal with the mobile carrier company, Sprint. According to See, the startup’s office
was a cubicle, “no bigger than

No blood, but sweat and tears
After a disappointing post-season, SLUH fails to send any wrestlers to the State tournament.
Page 6

event. His being a chaperone at prom in past years has
brought in countless requests
for him to DJ.
“So, I am usually one of
the chaperones for prom. …
Two years ago, seniors were
annoyed with the DJ,” said
Kavanaugh, chuckling. “They
started chanting my name,
wanting me to go up there.
I was like, ‘Oh, no … this is
awkward.’”
DJing experience hasn’t
come exclusively in the form
of high school dances and
proms, although they’ve been
the dominant venues for his
disc-spinning
adventures.
He’s also done out-of-school
events for SLUH faculty.
“There have been a number of members of the SLUH
staff who have been married
and I’ve DJed their weddings,”
said Kavanaugh. “That’s a lot
of fun.”
Every event that Kavanaugh does requires hours of

continued on page 4
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SLUH and De Smet come together for retreat Sumner High School added
BY Sam Heagney
FEATURES EDITOR

F

or the first time in years,
St. Louis U. High teachers
came together with their De
Smet counterparts for a retreat on Friday at the St. Francis Xavier College Church.
The retreat, which was
held in the basement ballroom of the College Church,
was constructed around the
theme “To Know, Love, and
Serve Christ: An Ignatian
Mission.” The teachers discussed ways to mix the academic and Ignatian missions
of their respective institutions.
“The best moments were
conversations with teachers
about balancing the rigor of
our schools and caring for the
wellbeing of students,” said
English teacher Sean O’Brien.
The retreat was a product
of year-long planning by both
sides. A committee headed by
Assistant Principal for Admission Jim Linhares and his De
Smet counterpart, Assistant
Principal for Staff Development Ron Rebore, had three
meetings to plan the retreat.
In addition to planning logistics, such as finding rooms
for the 20 small groups, the
group also organized two vid-

as senior project site

eos and two talks.
“There were a lot of moving pieces,” said Linhares.
The retreat opened last
Friday morning with an introduction from Linhares
and Rebore. A video made
by SLUHTube moderator and
Russian teacher Rob Chura
commenced the discussions.
Chura filmed 12 interviews,
each around ten minutes
long, over two days. The final
product used clips from the
interviews to discuss where
the SLUH community finds
God as well as shots of examples throughout the school.
“We wanted to make sure
we represented students and
faculty from all areas, like the
third floor,” said Chura.
After the video, teachers listened to a short talk by
a De Smet counselor, who
highlighted the Ignatian elements of teaching. Fr. Dan
White, S.J., the pastor of College Church then gave a talk
which was well received by
teachers. White went further
into the theme to know, love,
and serve Christ. Afterwards
the teachers split into small
groups.
“It was great reconnecting with old colleagues,” said
theology teacher Jon Ott, one

BY Nolen Doorack
NEWS EDITOR

S
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English teacher Chuck Hussung with two De Smet faculty members.

of many SLUH teachers who
used to teach at De Smet.
After a lunch break,
the group reconvened for a
speech given by math teacher
and Head of Financial Aid
Craig Hannick about how
he practices reflection and
prayer.
The group then moved
on to two short large group
exercises that asked teachers
to consider how SLUH and
De Smet can collaborate more
in the future.
“It was great to commiserate with the De Smet
teachers. It’s good to do more
things with them, whether it
be as a school or just the science departments,” said science teacher Bill Anderson.
Once the retreat was fin-

ished there was a social held
at Vito’s.
Like any operation of
this size (over 220 teachers
were present) the reception
by participants was mixed.
Many of the SLUH teachers
appreciated the rare opportunity to work with the other
Jesuit high school in St. Louis.
However since it was the first
time the schools worked together in a while, some teachers felt the retreat didn’t run as
smoothly as they had hoped.
“The feedback I’ve gotten
is that people had some great
conversations and really appreciated the talks, the videos,
and the opportunity of the
small groups,” said Linhares.

umner High School, the
first all-black high school
west of the Mississippi River,
sends about 40 percent of its
students to postsecondary
education; the average ACT
score is 14. Metal detectors
line the school’s entrances,
and two police officers are
stationed on each floor. Although only five miles from
St. Louis U. High, Sumner
feels like worlds away.
For the first time this
year, Sumner High School became a possible Senior Project
site; seniors Brendan Underwood and Sergio Goodwin
worked there during January for their project. The two
worked as tutors and teaching
assistants in classrooms filled
with young men and women
their own age.
Going into the month
of service, the two seniors
carried some biases with
them. Both had picked up

recital. Sumner lacks a music
program among other things.
Goodwin noted that
sometimes teachers couldn’t
print out worksheets for activities. At Sumner, teachers
have a limit of pages they can
print—something that Goodwin says we take for granted
at SLUH.
Through conversation,
Sumner students’ struggles
began to reveal themselves to
Goodwin and Underwood.
Underwood remembered a
young man who goes to work
right after school each day to
supplement his mother’s income. With six siblings, college didn’t seem like an option
for this young man. In fact,
college wasn’t on the radar for
many of the Sumner students.
“It feels like there was just
this huge gap,” said Goodwin.
Underwood and Goodwin encountered the realworld effects of decades of
segregation and systematic
racism. Both spoke to the

Arrupe leaders explore social justice issues at summit
BY Ben Frailey and Jacob
Hennes
REPORTERS

O

ver the weekend, six St.
Louis U. High students
traveled to Los Gatos, Calif.
to participate in the Arrupe
Leaders Summit.
This is the second year
that SLUH has participated
in the summit, a three-day
program in which students
from schools from all over
the country gather to discuss
issues that are a part of their
school community, such as
gender inequality, fair trade,
and racism.
The summit was named
after Pedro Arrupe, S.J., who
coined the phrase “Men for
Others” and led the Jesuits
as Superior General from the
mid-1960s through the early
1980s.
The summit lasted from
Friday afternoon until Sunday morning and included
activities to discuss what
constitutes a good leader. The
students were able to discuss
their views on social justice

issues with other high school
students.
“I liked the small group
conversations because I could
talk to people individually
and share ideas about social
justice,” said sophomore Teddy Washington. “We talked
to schools from Seattle and
all over the west coast about
how they address issues like

gender inequality and racial
justice within their communities.”
The students who attended the summit were able to
take ideas they heard and try
to apply them to SLUH.
“We learned that Seattle
Prep has an almost 100 percent sweatshop-free bookstore that was established by

a former student there. I am
trying to get the contact of
that person and I would like
to see that happen at SLUH,”
said sophomore Will Perryman. “We also talked about
photo | Mr. Frank Kovarik
the possibility of forming an Underwood (far left) and Goodwin (far right) with students.
LGBT club. This is something
that Seattle Prep has.”
bits of information about the contrast they saw between
school—Underwood through SLUH and Sumner students.
the grapevine and Goodwin
“We live in a bubble,”
from his “abuela” who teaches said Underwood. “These kids
Spanish at Sumner.
live closer to the real world
“People like to put Sum- than we ever have during our
ner students aside and say four years at SLUH.”
they’re bad kids … that they
The gap that the two sedon’t care about school,” said niors encountered has been
Underwood. “I was fed those a subject of study for SLUH
biases leading up to service. It groups like STARS and ACES
started to sink in on me.”
and will be a focus of the upAfter only a few days at coming Dooley Week. But
Sumner, those biases began Underwood noted the comto fade.
plexities of these issues and
“Me and (Sergio) had to the trouble in finding solumeet them at their level and tions.
be with them,” said Under“The education probwood. “They’re kids like us.”
lems, well, they’re complicatDay-to-day activities in- ed … people like to see it from
cluded helping teachers mi- one side and say it’s totally the
cro-manage, tutoring strug- school’s fault, or the kids’, or
photo | Ms. Meg Beugg gling individuals, and hanging the teachers’,” said UnderWill Perryman presenting a SLUH fair trade shirt at a prayer service.
out with the students.
wood. “It’s heart-wrenching
Underwood
remem- to me that people make it
bered a young man who seem so simple.”
taught himself how to play
Sumner High School will
the piano; each morning he continue to be a senior project
would play on the school’s site and Underwood hopes to
piano. Underwood lamented get STARS involved in serving
that this young man would get St. Louis public schools.
no formal training and would
probably never have a real

STARS Book Club
The Students and Teachers Association for
Racial Studies (STARS) seeks to bring students and
teachers together to address the hard and soul-draining issue of racism. This semester, STARS invites
everyone to read The Hidden Cost of Being African
American. STARS plans to break up the book with
four book club meetings on the following dates:
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Letter
School’s Jesuit roots can encourage
encounters with other religions
As a Jesuit school, we strive to offer an honest, fair, and globallyconscious education. This entails
presenting an aggregate picture of
reality, with all aspects addressed
proportional to their prevalence
and significance in local, national,
and world society.
And as we at SLUH clearly
recognize, religion plays a major
role in the lives of people at each
of those levels—both directly and
indirectly—and is thus an integral
part of reality. I personally am here
at SLUH because I wanted an education guided by Catholic-Jesuit
values, and I know that many of
you reading are as well. However,
I think our Jesuit roots and the Catholic
faith as a whole encourage us to put more
effort into creating mutual understanding
between those in our building and across
the world, especially within the realm of religion.
Yet if that is so, why is it that the only
exposure we gain to even the most major of
the world’s other religions comes in sets of
history vocabulary words as freshmen and
sophomores, while we leave the exploration of philosophy and practice only to
the four-year study of our Judeo-Christian
heritage? If we are afraid to stray from
Christian theology in our curriculum, I ask
why? By allowing our student population
to continue with limited to no real knowledge of other religions, we only encourage
an uninformed underlying assumption of
superiority. Walking down the hall, I hear
culturally-insensitive jokes (and even opinions) on a daily basis, the Middle-East chief
target among them. In class I hear teachers
speculate the relation between Islam itself
and the violent extremism many have been
inclined to associate with it.
As Islam and Arabic-speaking nations
are so closely tied historically and the religion and language are still seen as inseparable in the eyes of the West, I worry that we
may not treat the incoming Arabic program
with the respect (and even admiration) that
it deserves. Fledgling Arabic programs face
resistance even in more culturally diverse
communities. I fear that without a more in-

T

tegral change in curriculum and school culture, existing biases within our community
may be too strong to break.
With that said, I would like to propose
one possible approach. I would like to see
at least one semester of a mandatory World
Religions class junior year. I believe that
offering juniors this exposure would encourage a culture of inclusion from the upperclassmen down, as juniors are not only
more mature and more able to benefit from
such a course, but help provide leadership
to underclassmen along with the seniors
(who do have their own World Regions
elective).
With the first meeting for students
interested in the development of SLUH’s
Arabic program yesterday, I am growing
increasingly excited to see where this move
leads us as an institution. Our high school
will be one of the first in the area and in the
nation to branch out into the Arabic-speaking world. In these new efforts, we will truly
be making Ignatius proud by beginning to
expand our high school experience to include an increasingly-significant family of
cultures too often marginalized by Western
society, putting our students and faculty at
the forefront of a still-controversial push towards global solidarity like the Jesuit communities of history. I only hope that SLUH
proves a complementary environment.
Chris Harden, ‘16

PN 80 Editors

Leo Heinz, Nolen Doorack, Connor FitzGerald, Tim Nile,
Sam Heagney, and Ethan McIntyre

PN Puzzle

Across:
1. ___ -Man (arcade game)
4. Ariana Grande’s music
genre
7. “___ get away with murder” (2 words)
12. Suffix for “book” or
“cartoon”
13. “Son ___ gun!” (2
words)
14. Detest, hate, scorn
15. 2015 psychological
thriller starring Jason Bateman (2 words)
17. A bee’s attack
18. Cable channel that airs
TV shows “Ghost Hunters”, “Defiance”, and “The
Expanse”
19. When your friend can’t
find a date, he could be ___
(2 words)
21. Alternative to a PC
24. ___ Knope (Amy
Poehler’s “Parks and Rec”
character)
27. Letters on an explosive
device
30. Huge Mongolian desert
32. Lack of difficulty
33. College’s have a “___,
___” environment if they
value their sports (same word
twice)

34. 2014 board game-based
horror film
36. Roy Blunt and Claire
McCaskill’s job title, abbreviated
37. “Get ___ lease on life” (2
words)
39. Aussie’s greeting
40. “___, Soul Sister” (2009
Train hit)
41. Tropical fruit that is also
known as pawpaw
43. The egg layer on the
farm
45. Computer operators
47. Sworn promise
51. Major artery from the
heart
53. 29-Down’s sequel has
this word in the title
56. Outdated portable device for getting in touch
57. It’s as easy as 1, 2, 3
58. What you do to lights in
a romantic setting
59. Associated ___ (What
“AP” stands for)
60. Flying animal that lives
in a cave
61. Cable channel that was
founded by Ted Turner

Down:
1. Hard centers of cherries
and peaches
2. The bottom of a just-used
barbecue was ___
3. Gordon Ramsay and Rachael Ray have this job title
4. Pasty Hawaiian food
5. “Get ___ my back!”
6. Nickname for New England’s football team
7. To do something with
urgent speed
8. An angle that’s more than
90 degrees
9. 2014 drama film about a
young jazz drummer
10. “It hit me like a ___ of
bricks”
11. Wikipedia’s URL ending
(.___)
16. A building with weight
machines
20. ___ Wood who plays
Frodo Baggins in the Lord of
the Rings franchise
22. A long time ___, in a
galaxy far, far away
23. Mountain lion
25. “Peekaboo, ___ you!” (2
words)
26. “___, meeny, miney,
mo…”
27. Snare for animals
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Let’s shed the culture of arrogance
surrounding drugs
BY Connor FitzGerald
NEWS EDITOR

artwork | Will Kramer

Prep News

oo many students at St.
Louis U. High think they’re
invincible when it comes to
drugs. Seemingly everyone
here thinks that trouble won’t
come their way, that they’re not
the worst kid they know, that
someone else is more worthy
of the punishment and of being
caught. Students act as kids—
immature and boastful—in
regards to drugs. It’s uncool to
condemn drugs, uncool to be
the kind of men we’re taught to
be at SLUH, caring men with
passion and conviction for what
they know is right.
This perspective is dangerous because it pushes students
to deflect blame away from
themselves onto someone or
something else.
I know that I’m certainly
guilty of this. When I am at a
party that gets broken up or
when I’ve gotten pulled over
while driving, the first thing
that goes through my mind
is condemning the police for
doing their job. When I’m in
this mindset, I don’t think my
friends and I are doing anything
wrong—after all, we’re simply
doing what high school kids
do and what our culture supports—and the police are being
stupid by breaking up the party
I’m at because in my mind there
is for sure a party they could
break up with “worse” kids that
deserve to get in trouble. Who
cares if the people at my party
are doing drugs when there are
other kids doing more or worse
drugs at another party?
This way of thinking about
drugs and the punishments
surrounding them is arrogant.
The mentality of being better
than others, of having the best
opinion, eventually becomes
a desire to challenge authority in a negative way. Responsibly questioning and pointing
out flaws in a system through
discourse is one thing; openly

daring police or other authoritarians, either to their faces or
behind their backs, is another.
I’ve heard one or both of these
from lots of SLUH students,
including myself, and the drug
culture is responsible.
Another thing the drug
culture is to blame for: students’
best friends being expelled for
drug possession or sale on campus. No one thinks that someone like their best friend, who
makes them and their friends
smile, could be expelled, yet
drugs cloud judgment, and
people can hurt themselves.
It happens every few years—I
know a senior that was expelled
for drugs in my older brother’s
class—yet the culture never
seems to change for the better.
I’ve been enraged to see
the audacity some of my fellow
SLUH students had after these
shakedowns; no one really
cares. Even after drug punishments and flare-ups, kids keep
smoking before school events
and still drive to them, and
kids keep starting with weed
before trying harder drugs like
acid and prescription pills, all
the while claiming that weed
doesn’t start people down a
path to new, more dangerous
drugs and to an unproductive
lifestyle. And I’m sure kids continue to bring drugs on campus
or in their cars in the parking
lot.
The kids I know that subscribe to this mentality shrug
off both the immediate dangers
to their physical and mental
health and the more elusive,
and arguably more serious,
danger of growing complacent. Kids don’t see the culture
as flexible or as apt to change
anytime soon, so they go along
with it. They see the legalization
of marijuana in other states, so
they go along with it. They don’t
want to look weak, so they go
along with it.
It’s time to stop going
along with it.
Think about what we say

so often that many forget what
it really means: men for others.
We aren’t called to be kids for
others; we are called to act with
maturity and grace and care
so that we can contribute to
the betterment of our environment—the SLUH community.
For years, students at
SLUH have been complacent
about the drug culture here,
even if they aren’t part of it. The
complacency allows this culture
to thrive, to find a home in each
class that walks the halls of the
Backer Memorial—some more
serious than others, but each
class nonetheless.
Earlier I blamed the drug
culture for the way my fellow
students think; I want to turn
that around on us. The way we
think—this acceptance of the
way destructive things are—is
the reason the drug culture at
SLUH exists. We—both the students and the administration—
are at fault for something that
eats away at our value system.
The drug culture can
change because it is just that:
a culture, a collective way of
thinking and acting within a
community. Changing your
own perspective and actions
toward this culture will result
in a new and better version of
SLUH, a new and better version
of our brotherhood, and a new
and better version of our home.
So let’s take responsibility
for the way we think and act,
and let’s make this place better for ourselves and those that
come after us. It doesn’t matter whether you’re a freshman
or a second semester senior:
speak up. If you hear about or
see drugs or drug use on campus, talk to your counselor, to a
teacher you trust, or to a friend.
Talk to me about it; I want to
have more conversations about
this topic. Discourse about how
to change this culture along
with having students committed to this ideal of a drug-free
SLUH is the first step. It’s on us
to take it.
crossword | Jack Casey

29. With 53-across, 2014
movie about legalizing crime
for a day (2 words)
31. Make an offer on eBay
35. Slang word for “yes”
similar to “yea”
38. Squanders synonym

42. Measurement of time
44. “That’s neither here ___
there”
46. Swedish Automaker
48. “Thunderstruck” band
49. ___ as a rail
50. Song sung in church

51. You can run one on a
smartphone
52. Tool used when rowing
54. The league Wilt Chamberlain played in
55. A test that most colleges
look at
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Onward to St. Patrick Center: YLSL juniors learn about poverty
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Junior Maurice Glass talking to the interfaith worker at St. Patrick Center.
BY Sam Chechik
CORE STAFF

E

ight juniors of SLUH’s
chapter of Youth Leadership St. Louis, along with
moderator and English teacher Frank Kovarik, traveled to
St. Patrick Center this Thursday to experience the ravages of poverty and the consequences of homelessness.
St. Patrick Center is “one
of Missouri’s largest providers of housing, employment
and health opportunities for
people who are homeless or
at risk of becoming homeless,”
according to their website.
Upon arrival, the high
school juniors took a poverty
quiz on American homelessness with questions on pov-

erty thresholds, minimum
wage, poverty rates statewide
and nationally, earnings, and
reasons for falling into poverty.
The Center’s Chief Development Officer Mary Kitley took questions from the
student group of approximately 50, and the queries
hit on the Center’s funding
(the $14 million comes from
Catholic Charities and United Way), number of people
served annually (around
1500), the Center’s programs
and services (about 30),
how many meals they serve
(around 110,000 per year),
the health of those desiring
help, and how money isn’t the
best thing to give to a homeless person.

Clye Verde, a member of
the National Farmers Market
Association and a St. Louis
social justice advocate, presented and ran a simulation
on homelessness. She stressed
the importance of high
schoolers near the age of 18
working through it due to its
importance of “living life on
life’s terms,” as she put it.
The simulation included putting the students into
families of three, four, or five
where each family and family
member had a certain situation—perhaps ADHD for a
child, grandparents replacing
parents, drug abuse for the
parents, etc.—and were trying
to survive for one month (an
hour in real life).
Verde also presided over
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a hypothetical court case in
which the prosecution—those
that marched for their rights
in the community and were
evicted from their households—sued the defendant,
a landlord who committed
fraud while collecting their
housing payments.
After the simulation,
Verde led a reflection with
students popcorning emotions they felt while trying to
survive for a month on what
they had. After many cited
“fear,” “confusion,” and “hopelessness,” Verde went on to
explain the meaning of the
simulation, her own personal
experience with homelessness, and that she was retiring
that day after 16 years with
FOCUS St. Louis.

Kavanaugh, a ‘record-spinning virtuoso,’ to DJ prom
(continued from page 1)

preparation and setup; luckily,
he has friends that are there
to assist him, such as college
friend, former bandmate,
and De Smet graduate John
O’Brien, who often teams
with Kavanaugh and provides
the equipment and sound system.
Kavanaugh uses his MacBook Pro, loaded with over
30,000 songs and countless
mixing programs, as a home
base for the setup. Various
software allows Kavanaugh
to crossfade songs and switch
between tracks seamlessly.
The actual music selection of his events is another
vital part of Kavanaugh’s
preparation, and he creates
and mixes custom playlists for
every session. Often, playlists
are catered to a dance’s theme;
Kavanaugh cites Cor Jesu’s
‘throwback’ theme a few years
back, filled to the brim with
70s, 80s, and 90s tunes. Often,
the school provides him with
a list of songs they ask to be
played, created by STUCO or
faculty, or the opposite, a list
of songs requested to not play.
“My experience in the
past, especially at Cor Jesu,
is that people have a really

good time if there’s a variety
of music,” said Kavanaugh.”It
doesn’t have to be raunchy,
and it doesn’t have to be the
same type of music over and
over and over.”
Kavanaugh has no shortage of tunes to pick from,
thanks to his diverse and
extensive taste in music.
Whether he’s given a playlist
of requested songs or not, he
always makes sure to throw in
some of his favorites.
“I have a really broad interest in musical style,” said
Kavanaugh. “That’s something I’m really proud of, but
that definitely comes from
my parents and my friends, as
well as others.”
Kavanaugh’s background
in music performance also
benefits him, with an expansive recognition of beats and
rhythms that comes in handy
when trying to match up
songs and mix on the fly.
But Kavanaugh’s impressive musical knowledge and
role as a record-spinning
virtuoso did not come about
suddenly; it rises out of decades of experience. He’s been
a part of the live music scene
for almost 20 years, in countless different roles.

Back in college at St.
Louis University, Kavanaugh
was a DJ for their radio station, participating in an event
called “Rock the Quad,” in
which a huge sound system
was set up on campus on a
Friday, and he and other students would DJ throughout
the day. He gained experience
DJing with both CDs and
even vinyl records, allowing
for a breadth of options behind the turntables. He also
stepped in for events for various student organizations at
SLU for a bit of money on the
side, playing for fraternities,
on the medical campus, and
for Christmas parties.
Kavanaugh was also
vocalist and trumpeter for
MU330 (named for the SLUH
band class that the group met
in), a band comprised of Kavanaugh and other SLUH
students, including Dan Potthast, ’91. Founded in 1988,
MU330’s speciality was ‘ska,’
Jamaican-originated music
that served as the steppingstone to the forming of the
reggae and rocksteady genres,
earning Kavanaugh the nickname ‘John Skavanaugh’
among some peers. The group
even played for SLUH’s Back

“I thought it was one of
the most powerful days yet.
I thought that the facilitator
of the simulation—the fact
that she had such a personal
connection with the life that
she was guiding us through
a simulation of—really had a
big impact on the students,”
said Kovarik.
Right after the simulation, students and moderators
headed down the five floors
to the dining hall, where they
ate with those experiencing
homelessness.
“It was just kind of neat
to sit next to—and sort of
break bread with—people
who are hungry and potentially homeless, and I found
them to be people like anybody else,” said Kovarik. “It
was just eye-opening just to
see how many people were
there, for one thing, and how
many people are in need in
our community.”
“Eating lunch with the
homeless and today’s poverty
seminar made me feel even
more empathetic towards
homeless men and women,”
said junior Maurice Glass.
The students returned to
the fifth floor room in order
to write reflections about the
shared lunch with the Center’s
client(s), personal experience
with challenging situations,
and how the poverty simulation prepared them for future
interactions with the homeless.
“The simulation as well
as sharing a meal with the clients at the St. Patrick’s Center
was a powerful experience,”
said junior Blake Johnson. “It
helped me change my mindset from a feeling of sympathy
to a feeling of empathy, and
though my experiences during the program don’t compare to what the homeless go
through, I felt a sense of solidarity with them.”
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Chess loses
to Belleville
East to end
season
Last match
for team’s
three seniors
BY Liam Connolly and
Bradley Gale
STAFF, REPORTER

T

he St. Louis U. High chess
team took on Belleville
East away from home this past
Wednesday.
Senior Sergio Goodwin
(board one) and sophomore
Connor Worley (board four)
both lost their matches, while
junior William Kelly (board
two) and freshman Paul Gilliam (board three) picked up
wins. Senior Miles Quigless
was out sick, causing SLUH
to forfeit his match. The final
was a 17-13 loss to Belleville
East.
“I feel kind of beat up after a long chess season,” said
chess coach Don Steingruby.
“I was down on the mat, and
I had to pull myself up for one
last game.”
Belleville East was one of
the higher ranked schools this
season, so Kelly was satisfied
with the performance.
“We knew we weren’t going to make it to the playoffs
because this year was kind of
a recovery year,” said Kelly. “It
was a fun, even match, and I
think we could have won.”
“Had we have had the
fifth board and at least tied
it, we would have tied them
overall, which is pretty good,”
said Steingruby. “We fared
much better, considering last
year we went out and won
only one board against them.”
Although the season is
over, the next few weeks will
be busy for the chess team.
Kelly will be playing blindfolded speed chess next Friday, and other members of the
chess team will also be raising
money during Dooley Week
by playing up to eight games
at once against anyone who
would like to play.
“Sergio Goodwin, Miles
Quigless and Michael Brennan are leaving this year but
we still have three guys who
are coming back, and there
are some incoming freshmen
that have expressed interest in
playing,” said Steingruby.
Steingruby also plans to
replace some of the old equipment and chess boards for
next season.

Left: DJ Kavy’s computer the
night of a dance.
Below: Kavanaugh rocks out
with a blonde wig and pink
glasses.

photos | courtesy of Mr. John
Kavanaugh

to School Mixer, back in the
era of live-music performers,
before DJs ran the show.
Kavanaugh has also been
in a group with his sister; the
two have produced music of
their own for almost ten years.
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TechBills visit Facebook, Google, and Apple Mission Week’s rebirth

The juniors in front of Apple’s headquarters.

(continued from page 1)

eight by eight.”
“There were probably 30
or 40 small startups in that
small area,” said See, referring
to the office building called
We Work, which is designed
specifically for small startups.
Staying in the same
building, the group of students visited another tech
company on the top floor. The
company dealt with analyzing
social media and compiling
the information for companies to purchase. One of this
company’s current projects
is analyzing media for candidates in the 2016 Presidential

race.

The group finished off
the day at a California classic:
In-n-Out Burger.
On Friday the group
headed to Apple and was
greeted by Alex Green, ’02
with a complimentary breakfast before watching a presentation about some of the genius behind Apple’s brand. In
the presentation, representatives discussed the simplicity
behind their design, product
line, and marketing approach.
“Apple does a lot more
than just create their tech
products,” said junior Daniel
Sitek. “Everything that they
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do is carefully designed to sell
their product.”
Following Apple, the
group visited technology giant Google, where they were
led by Darrell Richoux, who
worked in the “search” department to make searching the
web more efficient through
better allocation of data space.
Google’s facilities included
all of the resort-type features
such as a full-scale gym, swimming pool, free food, and even
a beach volleyball court.
Along with these great
recreational options, Google
gives employees tons of free- —Jack Casey contributed redom in the workplace, only porting.

SLU professor hosts Arabic meeting
(continued from page 1)

ment chair Rob Chura,
who helped to organize the
meeting is also optimistic
about a future Arabic program at SLUH, especially
given the number of students
who attended the meeting.
“This is a school with
kids with diverse interests,”
said Chura. “It’s a good positive sign, and I’m sure it will
help us move ahead with this
project.”
Though an Arabic class

will take several years to implement into the curriculum,
motivated students will have
an opportunity to take an online Arabic course through
the Jesuit Virtual Learning
Academy, or JVLA.
“We’re not at the point
where we are ready to establish courses here internally
yet, but that doesn’t mean
that we can’t take advantage of
other resources out there like
JVLA,” said Chura. “It’s a good
first step for motivated kids to

requiring them to spend 80
percent of their work hours
on Google projects. The other
20 percent is time for the employees to work on personal
projects (Gmail was even created during this time for personal projects).
“It was amazing to see
how much freedom these employees really had,” said Sitek.
The group finished off the
day visiting the company that
revolutionized social media:
Facebook. Similar to Google,
the facilities at Facebook included a spa, free food, and an
on-site barber.
“All of the employees
even referred to Mark Zuckerberg as ‘Mark’ instead of
‘Mr. Zuckerberg’,” said Sitek.
“It was a very relaxed environment. There were really no
power dynamics.”
Saturday, the group took
its final tour at Slack Communication, a tech company that
helps companies efficiently
communicate internally. The
students were given a lot of
great information about how
to better prepare themselves
for a career in the technological field.
“Slack has exploded,” explained See. “It’s a company
that went from 24 employees
a year ago to 300 today.”

get a little more experience
with this very new offering.”
Although concrete plans
for the Arabic program moving forward are hazy, Chura is
working with Simon to find a
date for a second meeting in
March in an attempt to reach
out to more students. Chura
and Simon hope for a steady
group of students to meet
twice a month to discuss Arabic language and culture in
the next few months.
Eventually, the Arabic

language may become a staple
at SLUH, which, according to
Simon, can add a new facet to
SLUH’s curriculum.
“Both scholastically, economically, and socially, I think
this is a very important time
in our nation and in the world
for us to get to know one another,” said Simon. “I think
Arabic can be a bridge across
water.”

Pick of the (Faculty) Lot: Dr. Osburg’s goddess Eos,
the dawn-bringing convertible

Osburg in the faculty lot Thursday.
BY Matthew
REPORTER

O

Book

n your morning drive
to school you may have
seen English teacher Barbara Osburg driving her 2010
Volkswagen Eos convertible
on Highway 44, her hair being
thrashed wildly by the wind.
The car is named after the
Greek goddess of the dawn,
Eos, and it was a sort of dawn
that caused Osburg to want a
convertible in the first place.

“When I was 50 my husband said, ‘Would you like a
convertible?’, and I said ‘No,
I don’t care’ and then when I
was 60 and he asked again, I
said, ‘Yeah, I really would!’”
laughed Osburg. “So something changed in that ten
years. I guess once my boys
were both out of college and
settled, then we had some
more discretionary money
and I started looking at cars.”
After this dawn of sorts,
the Osburgs had convertible
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fever. The only complication
was that they did not have a
covered garage, so a hard top
was the only practical way to
go. Osburg seriously considered two cars: the Volvo C70
and the Eos. Driving the Volvo was “like driving a plane,”
said Osburg, “It’s very low
and heavy, and I can see why
people would like that, it feels
very solid, but it didn’t have
any umph and when you’re
in the Eos and hit that turbo
it has got some pep, it’s zippy

and it seemed more like a car
for me.”
That pep comes from its
160 horsepower turbocharged
inline four cylinder engine.
Osburg’s love for convertibles stems back from
the summer of 1967. Every
year she would do service
work over the summer and
her dad would buy her a car
so she could drive around. In
1967 she got a white paint on
red interior Mercury Comet.
In many respects the Eos is
much more like that Comet
than it is many modern day
convertibles. Today there are
very few convertibles that are
not speed-focused sports cars.
The Eos is a convertible for
the sake of being a convertible, it is just a fun car to drive
around in. Driving a convertible is the kind of fun that
does not have to rely on speed
or handling, and Volkswagen
knew that when they made it.
“My rule is, 65 to 85 degrees, the top is down, and for
the times in Missouri when
you have that it is just so fun,”
said Osburg, “And it’s fun to

(continued from page 1)

decided to make this the local
charity. STUCO chose the Today and Tomorrow Foundation to assist students attending Catholic grade schools.
“The idea is that most
of us here have been given a
Catholic grade school education, and that’s been a huge
gift,” said Perryman. “Also,
we are in the moment of experiencing a gift of a Catholic, Jesuit high school education, and how much different
would our lives be had we not
been given this incredible gift?
So, in turn, we want to pass
that on; we want to pay it forward for the next generation
of kids to go to Cardinal Ritter
or to go to my grade school,
St. Raphael, to stay in Catholic
schools in the Archdiocese.”
Because Dr. Tiffany Anderson—Superintendent of
the Jennings school district
and Dooley Week’s keynote
speaker—would not accept
the stipend for her talk per the
norm, she asked STUCO to
donate a portion of the week’s
funds to the Friends of Jennings Foundation in order to
help with housing, food, and
children’s educational opportunities.
“While the money is a
great thing, going forward
into the years ahead, the idea
of this Dooley Week—of a
more social justice-based
week—is that we are learning
and we are creating solidarity
for these people on the margins,” said Perryman. “We are
trying to—even in a basic intellectual way—come to terms
with what they’re experiencing.”
Mission Weeks prior to
2016 featured plentiful fun
events each day of the week,
and Dooley Week will combine those—including laser
tag, video game tournaments,
the Dooley Week Talent Show,
a coffee house and jazz, and a
teacher fair—along with social
justice activities like Anderson’s keynote and a forum to
discuss the presentation.
Planning for Dooley
Week started right after Mission Week 2015, when Principal John Moran, Assistant
Principal for Student Life
Brock Kesterson, STUCO comoderators Danielle Harrison
and Kate Toussaint, Finucane,
and Campus Ministry chair
Nick Ehlman flushed out details for 2016’s not-yet-Dooley
Week and looked at the Grad
at Grad—specifically the part
about being “committed to
doing justice.” Throughout the
meetings, the idea of a Justice
Week gathered more support.
“We’re in the city for a

reason; that our school stays
in the city for a reason, and we
need to be more engaged with
what’s happening in our community, so, in that sense, we
said why don’t we make a real
concerted effort to be more
committed to justice and to
call it ‘Justice Week’,” said Harrison. “Again, the idea is to say
that this isn’t just about having
a good time and raising money for some charities and then
that’s the end of it.”
A conversation later occurred between Nick Perryman, ’15, and Jack, who were
talking about Dooley and
his legacy, fostering an idea
in Jack’s mind about the formerly-known Mission Week.
After reading one of Dooley’s
three books, The Night They
Burned the Mountain, Perryman became enamored with
Dooley’s life and mission.
“The original intent for
this week was going to be a total justice summit,” Perryman
said. “My original dream was
that for a week we would do
nothing but learn about these
people, and we don’t actually care if we donate money.
We’re just going to learn about
why this is because then—
upon graduation—hopefully
some people have the passion
and the fire to go out and and
make the difference.”
Through Brophy College Prep in Phoenix, Ariz.,
Perryman found some of his
inspiration because of their
Dooley Week-esque activities
once a quarter, which include
breakout sessions and keynote
speakers for students to attend. Although that wasn’t the
way for SLUH to dive in headfirst, it could become a starting point.
STUCO members and
co-moderators later met with
members of administration
and Campus Ministry to
hammer out the details of the
week, including the theme,
charities, and speaker.
Students learned next
week’s schedule and started
reflecting on questions of
education in Saint Louis before Dooley Week even begins
through emails from Campus Minister Dan Finucane
and STUCO and the prayer
service led by Senior Class
President Ryan Hopkins and
Perryman.
Dooley Week apparel
comes with a fresh new logo
and a change of color. The options this year are two U.S.A.made crewneck sweatshirts,
one a bright scarlet and the
other a polished gray, each
with a fleur-dis-lis and the
Dooley Week logo on the
front center.

hear all those outside noise
that you tend to block out.
Every once in awhile we’ll put
on “Freebird” and drive back
on Warson Road and sing. It
makes us feel young.”
Not surprisingly, the
complaints are few. It’s a
little slow to heat up in the
winter and the back seat is
pretty cramped—usable, but
cramped. The trunk is actually fairly large, so there are no
complaints there and everything does what she needs it
to do. Even the bit of scandal
that VW went through earlier

this year is not a worry to her,
as it neither affected her car
nor her view of the brand.
“I think that most companies will do anything that
they can get away with; Volkswagen just happened to get
caught.” said Osburg.
Cars like the Eos are
meant to be driven leisurely,
it is the automotive equivalent
of a stroll in the park. It is not
a serious car and it certainly
is not trying to be, but it does
make you dream of warm
summer days and can make
you feel young again.
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Feature: Fitzpatrick,
four years later
Coaching through morals,
leadership, and humor
BY Tim Nile & Will Farroll
SPORTS EDITOR, REPORTER
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Nightbeat

The St. Louis U. High hockey team took down rival De Smet Jesuit High last night with a 6-1 victory. The Jr. Bills struck
early when junior Luke Gassett scored the first goal just one minute into the game, followed by a goal from sophomore Trevor
White 30 seconds later. Gassett, sophomore Joe Winkelmann, and senior captain Patrick Pence notched goals later in the victory. The next game of the series is Saturday at Hardee’s Ice Plex at 6 p.m. Above, the team celebrates after Gassett’s first goal.

Racquetball readies for State Tournament
BY Andrew
STAFF

Modder

T

he St. Louis U. High varsity racquetball team
looks to continue the momentum from its undefeated
regular season as the team
looks forward to the State and
National tournaments in the
coming two weeks.
The Jr. Bills finished the
regular season with a perfect
10-0 record, with four out of
seven seeds going undefeated
individually: junior No. 1 seed

Chris Schulze and seniors
Charlie Mueth (No. 4), Rich
Helfrey (No. 6), and doubles
pair Vince Freeman and Andrew Thomas.
Seniors Tim Juergens
(No. 2), John Correa (No. 3),
and Jacob Longinette (No. 5)
all had very good and consistent seasons despite not being
undefeated.
Juergens finished at 7-3,
with losses at the hands of
Kirkwood’s J.T. Westcott and
Lafayette’s Kyle Westendorf
(twice). Correa ended at 8-2,

losing to Parkway West’s Jacob Sauer and Kirkwood’s
Jacob Hauck. Longinette had
a 9-1 overall record, the lone
defeat to Parkway West’s
Mark Duffie.
“I think that even though
we lost, we have figured out
how to beat them and have
made a lot of improvements
as the season has gone on,”
said Juergens.
In addition to the overall
team success in regular season
matches, the team won the
Winter Rollout.

Feature: Six years of Paint it Pink
yields memories and money

The most notable performances came from Schulze,
who won both of these tournaments to record an astounding 17-0 record, the best
overall in the State.
“The season went very
well as a whole,” said Schulze.
“Individually I was undefeated and I was really happy
about that.”
The Jr. Bills hope to carry
their momentum into the
State tournament tomorrow
at Vetta Concord, where they

continued on page 8

BY Sam Perry
REPORTER

T

here’s just something
about pink that makes
the already tenacious SLUHCBC rivalry all the more exciting.
Tonight SLUH will take
on their MCC rivals CBC in
the annual Paint It Pink game,
which helps raise money and
awareness for the American
Cancer Society. The game was
brought to SLUH in 2010 by
then-coach John Ross, and
the event has taken off in recent seasons due to the help of
some of the basketball mothers.
According
to
for-

mer Athletic Director Dick
Wehner, Nicole Nester, mother of senior Matt Nester, Renee Schmidt, mother of Hunter Schmidt ’15, and Vicky
Sottile, mother of Austin Sottile ’14, have all been really
huge in starting things up.
“The moms have really
gotten into it, and the school
supports the game incredibly,”
said coach Erwin Claggett.
The event has seen its fair
share of drama. Last year, current CBC senior and Indiana
State commit Jordan Barnes
knocked down a doubleclutch three-pointer at the
buzzer to beat the Jr. Bills at
home.
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“I had just been carried off the floor because I
cramped up, but when that
shot dropped I could just feel
the pain throughout my body
and a fire burned inside me
because I was so mad,” said
junior guard Brandon McKissic.
The game’s great moments haven’t all been on the
court. Two years ago during
the game’s annual half-court
shot contest, senior Max
Bredenkoetter, who was born
with only one arm, stepped
up to half and launched the
ball. Swish. The near-capacity
crowd erupted into applause.

continued on page 7

continued on page 7

Wrestling ends season in District
Tournament at home
BY Jake Lepak
REPORTER

T

Students donate money at 2015 Paint it Pink game.

t. Louis U High hockey
head coach Kevin Fitzpatrick has hockey in his blood
and has been coaching the
Jr. Bills for four years. He has
coached the only SLUH hockey championship team, and
is looking for another in the
coming weeks.
Fitzpatrick has had a
statistically dominating fouryear start to his SLUH career.
His team has an 83-20-6 overall record; each year his team
has made it past the round
robin in playoffs, and last
year he was awarded the MidStates Club Hockey Association Coach of the Year. His
most impressive feat came in
2012-13, his first year as head
coach, when Fitzpatrick did
what no SLUH hockey coach
had ever done—he brought a
Challenge Cup championship
to SLUH.
“All year it was all about
learning to be a team,” said
Fitzpatrick of the championship team. “Our motto was
25 men going in one direction. We obviously had a very
talented team which was a
matter of were we willing to
come together as a team and
sacrifice their personal goals
for the team and they did it.
It was just an amazing group
of kids that were 110 percent
committed to doing whatever
it took to win.”
Having been a managing

partner of the Missouri River
Otters and a coach of AAA
teams in Phoenix and St. Louis, Fitzpatrick is no stranger to
the leadership it takes to be a
coach.
“I remember he gave
a very inspirational speech
before the State game that
was the same as the miracle
speech, and he acted like none
of us knew what it was,” said
senior captain Steve Lockwood, who was a freshman
on that winning team. “It was
probably the most classic moment of his career.”
Despite that season being
so successful and the championship game being so triumphant, Fitzpatrick doesn’t
credit himself.
“It wasn’t for me,” said
Fitzpatrick. “If you look at any
of the team pictures after the
game there’s not one coach in
the picture, it’s just the kids,
because it’s all about the kids.
It was a special group of kids.”
Fitzpatrick is more than
statistically impressive. His
leadership of the team has
grown over the years. Not
only has he grown as a leader,
but he has coached others to
become leaders of their own.
“Quite
frankly
I’ve
grown a tremendous amount
because I’m so fortunate to
coach such great kids,” said
Fitzpatrick. “I’ve learned an
awful lot from these kids.
Learning how to deal with

he St. Louis U. High
wrestling team competed
against 15 teams in the Class 4
District 1 wrestling meet last
Friday and Saturday. Though
the Jr. Bills played host, they
failed to advance any wrestlers to the state meet, thus
ending the 2015-16 season.
While the team had high
hopes to have at least one
wrestler qualify this year, the
wrestlers couldn’t overcome
extremely tough competition,
such as MCC powerhouse
CBC, Jackson, Seckman, Eureka, and Lafayette, who some
believe could win the team
State trophy this year.
Over the course of the
two days, the SLUH wrestlers
faced an onslaught of tough
matches.
Senior Justice Binder
led the charge from lightest weight class. In the first
round, Binder beat Parkway
South’s Joe Johnson in a close
3-2 match. In the quarterfinal
match, Binder lost by tech
fall to Cevion Severado of
CBC. The loss knocked Binder down to the consolation
bracket, where he lost to Carly Valleroy of Mehlville 7-3.
Binder’s final wrestling match
of his career ended when
Mark Mackenzie of Kirkwood

pinned him. Binder finishes
his senior season with a 2413 record and 70 career wins,
overall an impressive achievement nonetheless.
In the 113-pound weight
class, freshman Zack Bievenue was asked to step up to
the plate and get his first serious postseason wrestling
experience. Bievenue was
pinned by Garrett Kloeppel
of Parkway South and Grant
Pinkston of Vianney, but he
earned valuable experience.
At 126, sophomore Rory
Butler was pinned by Jordan
Carson of Lafayette and then
lost to CBC’s Logan Roehr in
the second period.
Junior Chandler Love
took charge at 132. After
dropping a first round match
to Joe Schmidt from CBC,
Love went to the consolation
bracket, where he received a
bye before losing to Shawn
Bareiter of Jackson, 13-3.
Junior captain Danny
Trittler looked to make some
noise at 152. Trittler pinned
Joey Daniels of Lindbergh
2:32 into his first match. In the
quarterfinals, Trittler dropped
a tough one to Dakota Thevel
from Northwest in Cedar Hill,
then avenged his quarterfinal
loss with a dominating win
over Austin Bollinger from
Vianney. Trittler’s season ended, however, when he lost to

Micah Collier from Jackson.
Junior Nate Henty also
wrestled at 152, where he lost
his first match to Timmy Bogar of Lafayette. After a bye
in the consolation bracket,
Henty lost to Billy Grawe of
Parkway South.
Senior captain Henry
Mungenast (170) was trying
to become SLUH’s sole wrestler to advance to the State
Tournament this year. Mugenast pinned Jared Smith
of Mehlville, but Carson McCord of Jackson dashed his
hopes in the quarterfinals.
McCord pinned Mungenast
in the second period to send
him down to the consolation bracket, where Mungenast fought valiantly but was
pinned by Jermey Ashlock of
Seckman and lost 5-3 to Lindbergh’s Dylan Jones, ending
Mungenast’s hopeful season.
At 182, after a bye in his
first round, sophomore Richard Michalski was pinned by
Dustin Jones of Lindbergh in
the quarterfinals, and then
pinned early in the third period against Fox’s Matt Laplant.
At 195, junior Alex
Hymes also received a bye in
the first round before being
pinned in the quarterfinals by
Noah Robinson of Lafayette.
After receiving another bye
in the consolation bracket,

continued on page 7
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disappointment. Each year
we’ve gotten bigger numberwise and better skill-wise. The
older guys have been in the
program three or four years
and aren’t playing as much
as they would’ve thought and
they’re able to deal with it in a
very positive and mature way
that I’m not sure I could’ve
dealt with it as well as some
of our kids dealt with it back
when I was in high school.”
“I’ve obviously grown as
a leader on the team,” said senior captain Patrick Pence. “I
think he’s helped me become
that because he has surrounded me with overall good captains over my time at SLUH.
He’s allowed me to see their
successes and failures. He’s
grown to understand that it’s
about all the kids, it’s about us
having fun.”
Fitzpatrick does not see
hockey as the most important
thing in life.
“First and foremost
our priorities are God, family, school, and then hockey,”
said Fitzpatrick. “We live that
and believe that every day. I
encourage the kids to go to
Mass every game day. We say
a prayer every game which
is led by one of our four captains. It is never an unexcused
absence if you’re going to
Mass or doing something with
the church, it’s never an unexcused absence if you’re doing
something with your family,
and it’s never an unexcused
absence if you’re behind or got
a workload of studies that you
take care of before coming to
practice or a game.”
Even amongst the hype
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that comes with being the
coach of a high-level high
school hockey team, Fitzpatrick finds time to create relationships with his team, especially through his humor.
“He likes to call everyone
donkeys, which probably is
the most hilarious thing,” said
senior hockey manager John
Benben.
The seniors, who have
been with Fitzpatrick since
their first high school hockey
games, recall memorable moments with him as their time
together comes towards its
end.
“He has this soft shift
play that he likes to call the
Mystery Alaska, and that’s a
pretty fun thing about him,”
said Lockwood.
“When you’re not playing
good, he’ll let you know, but
he also just has a good time
with the players and laughs a
lot,” said Pence. “Even though
it was awkward laughs it was

just funny. I just love him.”
This weekend the team
hopes to advance to the Challenge Cup final. This playoff
season has special meaning
for Fitzpatrick, in his fourth
year as head coach, and for
seniors Lockwood, Pence and
senior goalie Joe Warnecke, all
in their fourth year as varsity
players.
“It’s special,” said Fitzpatrick. “It’s the first time I’ve had
guys that have been together
for four years. Warnecke,
Pence, Lockwood, you know
those guys have been there
from my first year and their
first year as freshman. It’s definitely a special moment and
it’s been awesome for me to
be associated with those three
young men. It would be just
awesome for them to be able
to go out on top just like they
did when they started and
won a state championship
when they were freshmen.”
“He treats it like it’s the

same game,” said Lockwood.
“He tells us not to get freaked
out by the crowd and that it’s
good to be nervous but not
too nervous that it will make
you play bad. I think he does
a good job keeping us focused
in the huge crowd.”
Regardless of this year’s
end result, Fitzpatrick will
have made his mark on the
SLUH hockey program, bringing the school its first championship, developing strong
relationships with his former
and current players, and most
of all coaching the kids not
only to be great hockey players, but also great young men.
“I’ve always said I think
the SLUH job is the best
coaching job in St. Louis,” said
Fitzpatrick. “I totally feel the
same now as I did four years
ago. It’s truly an honor and a
privilege to coach these kids.
I’ve probably learned more
from them than they have
from me.”

Wrestling looks up to Basketball looks for
the future
another succesful
(continued from page 6)
Paint it Pink game
Hymes was pinned by Kirkwood’s Edward Bottom late in
the second period.
At 220, sophomore
Chase Kormanek received a
bye in the first round before
losing to Derek White of CBC
in the quarterfinals and then
Shane Wiegand of Fox in the
consolation bracket.
Lafayette won the meet
with a dominating 247.5
points, CBC and Jackson tied
for second with 161 points,
and Seckman took fourth
with 146.5 points. SLUH finished last with 17 points.
Although the season
might have ended in disappointing, agonizing defeat,
Binder and Mungenast are
glad that their final career
wrestling meet was at SLUH.
“It was kind of bittersweet to end it here at SLUH,”
said Mungenast.
“It was honestly kind of

C-Team Blue & White
basketball end seasons
BY Nick Gima
REPORTER

Fitzpatrick before last year’s Challenge Cup game receiving the Coach of the Year award.

emotional,” said Binder. “But
(wrestling) was one of those
things where it was better to
have done it than not at all.”
With the team being so
young this year, both Mungenast and Binder are hopeful
that the team will make the
steps in the right direction.
“I think that the team can
only go up.” Binder remarked.
“It was kind of a rough season because a lot of guys are
young and just don’t have a
lot of experience. As long as
people keep coming back and
working hard then it can only
get better.”
“The future of the team
is kind of hard to determine,”
Mungenast said. “We do have
a spring program starting up
this year so hopefully that
will bring more prospects in,
get some better work in, and
hopefully improve the team
overall.”
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“It was just amazing, in
one word,” said Bredenkoetter.
What’s more, Bredenkoetter refused to take the
money that he had won by
making the shot.
“I didn’t take the money
because my mom is a breast
cancer survivor and had just
finished chemotherapy the
morning of the day I made the
shot,” continued Bredenkoetter.
“I think the game means a
lot to all people,” said Wehner.
“For who hasn’t had someone
touched by cancer? I think of
my dad, father-in-law, SLUH
teacher and coach Mark Tychonievich, and Chris Zandstra, a SLUH student who died
during his sophomore year
from cancer.”
“This game means a lot
because of the cause. We’ve all
had cancer strike someone we
know,” said Claggett.
The game brings out the
best in the players, the fans,
and the coaches.
“One, it’s for a great
cause. Two, it’s usually a
packed house, and everyone is
really excited. The atmosphere
is really great. We’re in our
pink uniforms. It’s great,” said
senior Matt Nester.
As far as the actual game,
SLUH will be looking to pre-

pare for a postseason run by
knocking off CBC at home.
Last time SLUH and CBC
met earlier during the season,
CBC won 66-59.
“We were missing four
or five key guys, and it was a
close game. But it was a pretty
competitive game. We expect
the same thing tonight,” said
Claggett.
“We need to be really
good on our ballscreen and
transition defense if we want
to win this game,” said McKissic.
The Jr. Bills will be given
the tough task of guarding
CBC’s two excellent swingmen, Jordan Barnes and senior Christian Wills, an Arkansas State commit.
“We’ve just got to get
the ball out of Barnes’s hands
as much as possible because
he’s a pretty good player and
if he gets going and gets hot,
it’s hard to beat them,” said
Nester.
“We’ve got to be more active than them. We need to get
loose balls, do the little things
better than them,” continued
Nester.
It has been over a week
since SLUH last played a
game, but the boys look like
they’ll be ready come tonight,
and playing for the cause can
only help their morale.
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he two SLUH freshman
basketball teams wrapped
up their seasons last week,
each ending the year with a
win.
The freshman blue team
won its final game against
Webster Groves 43-29 with
over half of those points being scored in the first quarter
alone. The win marked the
end of an up and down season
as the team finished with a record of 11-11.
The blue team started the
season strong with five wins
in six games, but its run was
ended with losses to MCC
rivals De Smet and Vianney.
From there the team lost four
of six games in the Cardinal
Ritter Christmas Tournament.
Their woes continued with
two more consecutive losses
to Vianney and DeSmet.
The freshmen managed
to bounce back a week later
by winning in the consolation
bracket of the Oakville Tournament. But this was the final
high point of their season as
they suffered two more losses
to MCC opponents Chaminade and CBC before winning their final game, against
Webster.
The Jr. Bills were led all
season by the superb play
of Andrew Nester, Nicholas
Lang, and Maceo Cummings.
“It was a fun season with
its ups and downs, but we
went through it together as
one unit,” said Lang.
The season was not considered a loss by the players,
though. Despite their record,
the Bills felt they learned
much more about the game
thanks to the instruction of
head coach Chuck McCall.

“He pushed us to our
limits,” said center Maceo
Cummings. “And he made us
better ball players.”
The freshman white
team, led by head coach Sterling Brown, finished the season 18-4, with two of those
losses coming in the final seconds.
Brown’s Jr. Bills started
the season with a second place
finish in the Timberland High
School Tournament. The team
cruised through the rest of the
season with only three more
losses. The Bills even went on
an eight-game winning streak
that eventually ended with a
31-28 loss against MCC rival
Chaminade. But from there,
Brown coached his team to
four more wins to end the season, and won six out of his last
eight games in the season.
“The season went extremely well, and the record
really showed that,” said
Brown.
Despite the team’s superb play and record, Brown
emphasized the core values
of freshman basketball—to
improve a player’s skill overall.
“They worked and battled through it, and improved
as a unit, which is always great
to see,” said Brown.
Point guard Carter Kane
was one of the team’s leaders
and played nearly every minute in each game. Forward
Nathan Rauschenbach and
center Darion Mullins proved
themselves on the court.
“These
guys
really
stepped up for us, and took
their game to a whole new
level,” said Brown.
The Jr. Bills capped off
their season with a 59-34 win
over MICDS and finished
with an impressive 5-1 record
in MCC play.
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Upper: Freshman Dan Sharp in a C-team Blue basketball game
against Vianney.
Lower: Freshman Carter Kane in a C-team White basketball
game against Chaminade.

Underclassman Sports

JV HOCKEY
SLUH White		
5
SLUH Blue:		
4
Key stat: SLUH White’s Kevin
Einig tallied three goals in the
comeback win against SLUH
Blue.
Key quote: “We got off to

a quick start which really
helped us down the stretch,”
said sophomore Kevin Einig.
“It was a really fun game overall.”
—Jack Waters contribute reporting.
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Around the Hallways
Middle School Math Contest
SLUH hosted an annual Middle
School Math Competition last Saturday for roughly 55 students from 11
grade schools in the St. Louis area. The
test was an hour long and was made
to challenge students with advanced
questions. Our Lady of Lourdes
emerged victorious with a student
named Thomas Reilly getting a perfect
paper and receiving first place overall.
American Mathematics Competitions
Students from all classes had
the opportunity to participate in the
American Mathematics Competitions
(AMC) Contest that took place in the
Si Commons during first and second
period on Wednesday. Students who
score high enough in this competition
will be eligible for the regional competition later this spring.
ACES hold yearly Philia retreat
ACES held its overnight retreat
Monday and Tuesday at the Palatine
Rehearsal hall; 41 students attended.
The retreat’s theme centered around
the phrase “Stay Woke,” or stay aware
of what is happening around you, to
the situation the world is in. Alum
Dan Isom (father of senior Daniel
Isom and former St. Louis City Police
Chief) and seniors Sergio Goodwin
and David Jackson gave talks. The
retreat shifted from small groups to
large groups, keeping up a variety and
change in type of discussions. Retreat
members, both students and teachers,
were given a magnet with an image of
a clenched fist and the message “STAY
WOKE” to commemorate the retreat.
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Schedule R

Senior Class Mass
Snack—Texas Pretzel

Lunch Special—Fish and Chips
Vegetarian—Vermicelli

Ruiz returns to homeland for papal
visit
Father Pepe Ruiz, S.J., travelled
this past week to his hometown of Ciudad Juarez, Mexico to attend the Mass
and blessing presided by Pope Francis.
Through his blog, A Jesuit from Juarez,
Ruiz was also able to report the progress of his journey and the teachings of
Pope Francis. Ruiz called his trip “very
powerful.”

Night Court
SLUH varsity Mock Trial won
their second round of preliminary trials last night with a score of 2-1 ballots, while JV lost with a score of 0-3
ballots. Varsity, who represented the
plaintiff against MICDS, won a juror’s
ballot with a score of 91-87 as well as
the judge’s ballot, while they lost one
juror’s ballot with a score of 89-83. JV
represented the defense against Kirkwood and lost all three ballots, one by
one point. Notable performances included a sensational closing on varsity
by co-captain Scotty Villhard, while
lead counsel Dale Stobbs delivered a
strong cross for JV. If the team qualifies for regionals based on tonight’s
performances, their next trials will be
March 1 and 3.

Medical Careers Club speaker
The Medical Careers club invited
Andy Hayden, a second year medical
student from St. Louis University, to
speak at its meeting yesterday. The presentation was organized by club president Sean Kelso. The event was well
attended, giving students a glimpse
into the life of a med school student.
Hayden is a part of a special program
at SLU that allowed him to start medical school early.
STARS holds introductory session
on “Hidden Cost”
The Student-Teacher Association
for Racial Studies (STARS) had its first
meeting this semester on Wednesday
to talk about starting the book “The
Hidden Cost of Being African American.” Club president and founder
Brendan Underwood gave an overview of the book and created a reading
schedule for everyone. Economics and
Personal Finance teacher Kevin Foy
talked about frequently used economic terms in the book. The club will next
meet on Wednesday, March 9.
Hall of Famers
The Saint Louis Sports Hall of
Fame held a “Night of Honor” enshrinement ceremony on Thursday
night in the Si Commons, recognizing
five St. Louis U. High alumni: Henry
Jones, ’86, Ken Sanders, ’59; Ray Bluth,
’46; Rich Grawer, ’61; and Ty Keough,
’75. The event included live interviews
on stage with the former athletes discussing their careers and featured a
“St. Louis Favorites” dinner buffet.

—Written by Charlie McGroarty,
Leo Heinz, Ethan McIntyre, Andrew
Pluff, Tim Moritz.

5:30pm B Basketball vs. CBC @ SLUH
6:30pm JV White Hockey vs. CBC @ Hardee’s IcePlex
7:00pm V Basketball vs. CBC @ SLUH

Saturday, February 20
6:00pm V Hockey vs. De Smet @ Hardee’s IcePlex

Monday, February 22
AP

Schedule R

Snack—Pizza Sticks

Lunch Special—Meatball Sandwich
Vegetarian—Black Bean Burger

Tuesday, February 23
AP

M Schedule

Assembly

Lunch Special—Brunch for Lunch
Vegetarian—Penne Pasta
5:30pm B Basketball vs. Vianney
6:30pm Class of 2020 Orientation
7:00pm V Basketball vs. Vianney

Wednesday, February 24

Schedule R

8:15am Lent Adoration
AP

Snack—Mozzarella Cheese Sticks

Lunch Special—Hand-Carved Chicken Tenders
Vegetarian—Turkey Burger
7:00pm Spring Break Service Trip Student Meeting

Thursday, February 25
AP

Schedule R

Snack—Bosco Sticks

Lunch Special—Domino’s Pizza
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese
4:30pm
5:00pm
6:00pm
6:00pm

B Basketball vs. MICDS @ SLUH
Mother’s Club Eve of Recollection
Alumni Board—Si Commons
V Basketball vs. MICDS @ SLUH

Friday, February 26
AP

Schedule R

Snack—Nacho Bar

Lunch Special—Pasta Bar
Vegetarian—Garden Burger

SLUH says bye to Maurer
Last Thursday, Assistant to the Assistant Principal for Student Life
Marla Maurer, in her last day here, received many celebrations and
rembrances. During Activity Period, she read a fictitious list of names
to show come to “Dr. K’s office, now.” At the end of the day, she thanked
the school and said that she is going to miss the place. Maurer, who
spent 28 years here working as an Assistant and in the library, is moving, with her husband, to Columbia, Mo. See the last two issues for a
news story and feature about her time here. Below are a few photos
from Thursday.

After perfect season, Rball looks to State
(continued from page 6)

come in as the overwhelming
favorite to win.
The format of the State
tournament is that there is
one bracket for each individual seed, and a player’s regular
season record determines the
seeding in each bracket.
Fortunately, that means
Schulze, Mueth, Helfrey, and
doubles will all be at the top of
their respective brackets.
“Our overall goal as a
team is to win of course,” said
Mueth. “The real question is
how we are going to win, because we want to win in all
seven seeds if we can, but that
will be really tough. But we
know that we need to be winning State in most of our seeds
if we want to win Nationals.”
This year’s State tournament is extremely important
for Mueth, since he has finished runner-up in his respective bracket three years in a
row.
“(A win) would really
mean a lot to me,” said Mueth.
“I’m very determined and ex-

cited and I’m really looking
forward to playing my last
matches at Vetta.”
Unlike regular season
matches, the State tournament
has games right after each other, providing little time for rest
between games.
“Having to play all the
games in a row brings in endurance so much more than
the regular season,” said
Mueth. “You can fall apart
pretty easily even if you are
undefeated, so I have to treat
all of the matches the same
whether it’s first round or the
championship.”
Matches continue to get
harder as players go deeper
into the tournament, which
will provide a major challenge to Juergens, Correa, and
Longinette, since they are not
the top seeds in their brackets.
“I think I am going to
do really well in State if I play
with the right intensity,” said
Juergens. “I need to be able
to play above the top player’s
level and beat him.”
“I think as a team we all

have the potential to win it all
since we are super deep and
motivated,” said Correa. “But
personally if I can play my
own game and style I should
be able to win it individually.”
Nationals start just four
days after the culmination
of the State tournament, on
Wednesday, Feb. 24, and last
until Sunday, Feb. 28. The
tournament is being held at
Multonomah Athletic Club in
Portland, Ore.
Teams from all across the
United States compete, but
around 80 percent of teams, at
least at the high school level,
come from St. Louis or Oregon, which is why the tournament venue switches between
those two cities each year.
Over the course of the
season, SLUH has done a
good deal of research on the
teams they will be facing in
Nationals.
“We looked at the Oregon
brackets and their top players,
so we know a lot of them,” said
Mueth. “But we don’t know
exactly how to beat them,

which adds a whole new element in having to adjust to
different styles of play.”
The Jr. Bills are going
into the tournament with very
high expectations.
“At Nationals, you’re doubling or tripling the quality
and quantity of competition,
which tells you a lot about
the tournament,” said Mueth.
“Even though we don’t have
a ton of undefeated guys this
year, I think we all have a good
shot at winning our seeds.”
“I think we’ll definitely
win Nationals as a team,” said
Correa. “I think I can handle
the level of competition even
though I’m not undefeated.”
Schulze, in addition to
being a favorite to win his individual bracket, also hopes to
get the honor of All-American
in the competition.
“There was a lot of question earlier in the year about
whether we were good enough
to win Nationals, but he
coaches have made us put in
the extra hard work to make it
happen,” said Mueth.

Theology teacher Danielle Harrison sang “For Good” to her.

Social studies teacher Tom Kickham read Maurer a poem.
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Maurer on her final day in Dr. K’s office.

