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Questions for the Candidates
The Prep News asked each candidate running for a position on the Student Council Executive Board three general questions
concerning their potential candidacy. This four-page special issue includes the unedited answers from each candidate.
1. Describe a time at SLUH that captures why this community matters to you.
2. Why are you qualified for your respective position, and what experiences at SLUH have prepared you for that office?
3. George Washington once said that “Truth will ultimately prevail where there is pains to bring it to light.” What challenge or
issue at SLUH would be worth the pain it might take to confront?

Commentary
Vote for the
Truth

Student Body
President
Thomas Leeker

Vice President

Peter Hennessey

W

e are electing our Student Council Executive Board, who, as the representatives of our class, will
help leave our mark on St.
Louis U. High. Those elected
will be the leaders of our class,
and with that comes enormous responsibility.
That’s why we’re providing you with this special Prep
News election issue—so that
you can make an educated decision on which guys you vote
for for our Student Council.
We hope this issue will provide you with the knowledge
to choose the most deserving
and qualified candidates.
In the coming weeks,
you, as voters, will be selecting the leaders of your senior
class, a decision that only will
occur once in your time at
SLUH, and should be seriously considered so that our
elected leaders will be chosen based on their ability,
resourcefulness, and skill in
the position, rather than their
grades, popularity, or sense
of humor. When each of you
looks back on your St. Louis
U. High experience, and remembers your final year, you
should be able to in turn remember our Student Council,
and how they led both the
class and the school to a more
effective and greater community.
The bottom line is this:
we want you all as the class
of 2017—both the candidates
and the electorate—to persevere in the truth, fostering
and enforcing it as a core ideal
at SLUH. We hope this issue
gives you a glimpse into each
candidate and why they believe they are qualified and the
best choice for their position.
After three years, the class of
2017 is finally at the top of the
totem pole, and it is our responsibility to choose leaders
who will effectively push not
only the class of 2017, but also
the entire school, to persevere
in this truth.
—Sam
Chechik,
Joseph
Reznikov, Andrew Pluff, Galen
Bacharier, Andrew Modder.

The

Candidates
Student Body
President
Thomas Leeker
Vice President
Peter Hennessey
Secretary/
Treasurer
Cameron Spence
PJ Cox
Publicity/
Communications
Sam Harmon
Kyle Irvine
Intramurals
Leo Henken
Nick Gima

VICE
PRESIDENT—Current

member of
STUCO; write agenda for weekly meetings; run weekly
meetings; delegate responsibilities of other STUCO members; lead HR rep meetings; maintain deadlines; plan
STUCO activities for Dooley Mission Week, mixers, dances, barbeques and other major events; lead forum meetings; attend Trout Lodge

1. When I try to think of a time that illustrates
why I love the SLUH community, I think of all of
the great speakers we have had come and talk to the
whole school. And just the fact that we have these
amazing speakers is a big thing for me, and it represents the enormous gift I have been given in Saint
Louis University High School. And this gives inherent value to the community in that it is so great and
and I want to try and express some of my gratitude
by making it the best it can be for everyone. And
then there are the speakers themselves, people like
Shift author Jennifer Bradbury, Tattoos on the Heart
author Fr. Greg Boyle and even the hypnotist who
came to SLUH, and how they represent the all of the
great interests of the students here at SLUH. I remember sitting in the Commons and Jennifer Bradbury said something funny and she got so excited
because it was a technical joke and we had laughed
at it. And I also remember sitting in the Commons
watching in silent apprehension, waiting to see if
Chris Stahl or the hypnotist would draw first. That
excitement and enthusiasm is another thing I really
enjoy about these speakers. I think it is fantastic that
we as a community support many different people
who do many different things. The enthusiasm we
bring because of that support is incredible and is
something that I think needs to be spread beyond
the great speakers we have at assemblies.
2. First of all, this past year I served as the Junior

continued on page 4

PRESIDENT—

Fulfills
president’s role when president cannot; assists president in
major events; in charge of elections; in charge of STUCO
bulletin board; attend Trout Lodge

1. SLUH has been my home for the past 3 years,
and I could not have made a better choice in choosing it as my high school. I think the one defining
SLUH community moment among many others for
me was the very first. The Running of the Bills is an
initiation like no other, and the feeling of community and brotherhood really rang through that night
as we gathered together and celebrated together. I
knew that I could count on each and every one of
my classmates to help make me a better person, and
I knew that it was not only my class, but also the
whole school that was available to me and ready to
prepare me in all ways possible. I wanted to be on
Student Council because I believed that I could be a
voice for my classmates to be heard, and as a result
they could have a say in the formation of community I felt so strongly the night of Running of the
Bills. Student Council is a club that can help bring
kids from across the school with all kinds of varying interests together to experience that feeling of
brotherhood again, and I want to improve those activities so that SLUH guys will really be interested in
coming back as one community working together.
2. I think I’m well qualified for the position
of Executive Vice President because I think I have
served our class well as Vice President for the past 3
years. I have made t-shirts, suggested improvements
to next year’s Mission Week, and even made a pitch
to save next year’s Spirit Week. I think that I have
proven that I’m a hard worker and a good listener,
and I am still open to any ideas that SLUH students
want to have heard by STUCO. I have been fortunate enough to also play on 3 different sports teams
at SLUH, and learning to work as a team is a good
continued on page 4

Spirit
Danny Pitts
Liam Knobbe
Pastoral
Nick Lally

Primary
Election
Calendar
Monday,
April 4—
Executive
Board
Speeches
(AP) and
Voting
Tuesday,
April 5—
Senior Class
Speeches
(AP) and
Voting
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Publicity/

Communications
PUBLICITY/COMMUNICATIONS—In

charge of organizing dances and mixers; make flyers, trailers, announcements; organize belly brigades; write STUCO letters for Prep News; communicate with class officers
weekly regarding officer homeroom visits; attend Trout
Lodge

Publicity/

Communications
Kyle Irvine

SECRETARY/TREASURER—

Keep minutes at weekly meetings; take attendance at
meetings; maintain an archival record of meeting minutes
for the year; order t-shirts; handle money; work with business office; attend Trout Lodge

Cameron Spence

Sam Harmon

1. Cliché though it might be, I can think of no
other time at which I felt so totally immersed in the
SLUH community as I did during our Running of the
Bills. Shuffling eagerly out of the back doors of the
Field House, we poured out onto the lawn peppered
with senior advisors, each of them clutching a jug of
blue paint. I scrambled out of my shirt and thrust my
hands forward into a writhing swarm of my half naked
classmates, each of us waiting anxiously to have a fistful of washable Crayola spilled onto our palms. The
paint was cool against my skin as I began slapping
handful on handful of the thick blue liquid onto my
chest and back. As soon as the paint stopped pouring,
I rushed to paint as much of myself as I could while
others took a more artistic approach to their baptism
in blue. Some painted half of their faces William Wal-

1. One moment that captures the significance of
this SLUH community to me is at the most recent
SLUH dance I attended. Every single guy there was
dancing, laughing, and having a great time. It’s just an
accepting atmosphere that isn’t found everywhere you
go, but it’s felt daily here at SLUH.
2. I am qualified for this position because I am
dedicated. I don’t quit or give up. Once, at activity period, my friend told me I would not be able to eat more
than ten chicken giggles. I proceeded to eat twenty to
show him that I am not afraid of a challenge. I would
carry out my duties as communications officer in this
way, not afraid to take on the challenges presented to
me.
3. I would like to respond to this quote with another quote, “Anything less than the best is a felony”
-Vanilla Ice. I don’t see any major issues at this school,
but I do see a lack of care from students to reach for
their full potential and do all things for the greater glory of God. I want to help this school not just do their
best, but surpass it and reach new heights.

lace style, some left stark blue handprints over their
chests, and a few chose to feign the developed muscle tone that their quasi-pubescent freshman bodies
had failed to build and drew six-pack abs across their
torsos. When I was covered, I looked up. I felt a jolt of
something new and strange coming over us. Chests,
arms, faces that had only moments ago been a myriad of size and complexion, were cloaked in blue. My
classmates, strangers from Chesterfield, Webster
Groves, Kirkwood, Belleville, O’Fallon, were suddenly made one under a coat of royal blue. I found
myself surrounded by guys whom I had scarcely seen
before and yet I knew all I needed to know about
them. I knew that whatever happened, whether or
not SLUH would live up to the prestige surrounding
it, I would never be alone in my experience. For every joy and sorrow, for every instance of stress and
relief, through all of it, I would have a brother or two
right there with me to share the load. Perhaps it came
from the running, barreling up the sidewalk into the
student section for the first time. Perhaps it came afterwards, in the pictures that were taken in freshman
hallway, some of the first I had taken with any of my
classmates. Or what’s more likely, the Jesuits put some
kind of feel-good Jesus magic into the paint. Whatever
the supernatural cause of my realization, I have come
to realize that becoming a true Jr. Bill is a journey. It
could not have occurred in a single moment. On that
chilly autumn night in freshman year, walking out
into the parking lot, picking at the dry paint in my underarms, I had hardly glimpsed the brotherhood that
I have come to find in my classmates.
2. I can clearly and efficiently communicate on my
own behalf or on that of a group. In my time here
at SLUH, I have participated in a wide range of cocurriculars, allowing me to get to know a lot of guys
that I otherwise would not. I am a hard worker and
I do not easily step down in the face of a challenge. I
can balance humor with professionalism while maintaining the ability to dish out a mind-searing roast at

Secretary/
Treasurer

1. One moment would be the hockey game against
CBC this year. Even though we lost the game, we all
came together at the end to sing “Oh When the Bills”
one last time. Despite our loss, I feel that we grew as a
community that night. Moments like these where we
unite as a school to accept our failures show me how
special our SLUH brotherhood really is.
2. I am qualified for this position because I am very
organized in my work. Organization is undoubtedly
one of the most important skills to have as the Secretary/Treasurer. Along with this, I am also trustworthy and good at managing time, other traits that are
needed to fulfill this position. These traits have helped
me enjoy leadership positions not only at SLUH, but
non-school extracurriculars such as with the Youth in
Government conference in the Fall.
3. A problem that we have started to confront this
year is the drug culture we have at SLUH. While we
have started to talk about it more, I feel like we have
done far too little to stop the problem. The “drug culture” is not simply a black and white problem that a
class meeting, prayer service, or prep news articles will
solve, but rather an ongoing struggle that will be painful to confront. In reality, this problem might be one
that is too large to solve in a single year. It is something that SLUH will have to work at for many years
to come.

Secretary/
Treasurer
PJ Cox

1. Most of you have experienced a moment here
at SLUH where our community aspect touched you,
you felt accepted, or you understood why SLUH was
the right school for you. Whether it was lathering blue
paint on and screaming at a football game, getting
your first knuckle-bump from Fr. Marco, or laughing
in the commons, most of you know what I’m talking
about. If you haven’t had this moment yet, you will
by graduation. I experienced it on Feb. 26, 2016. After CBC won the Challenge Cup, I remember looking
continued on page 4 over at the CBC student section. Jealous. Instead of

beating the traffic or hanging our heads, a couple of
seniors flung their arms around each other. Students
noticed the motion and immediately started to sway
with their arms wrapped around each other’s shoulders. As we started the “Oh when the Bills” chant, I
actually grinned. That sounds corny and out-of-place
since our team lost, but our students let everybody
in the Scottrade Center know what SLUH is about:
brotherhood.
2. I am qualified for the position of Secretary/
Treasurer because of my experience with finance and
selling shirts, sweatshirts, and iPhone cases. I have
been a part of the Ignatius Business Leaders (IBL)
Club since sophomore year, when I was selected to go
on the Jr. Bills on Wall Street trip. This year I was a part
of the Ignatius Business Leaders’ business accelerator
where I, with the help of two other students, created a
blog called ‘Blues Buzz’. Once the blog gained enough
traction, I started to sell shirts and phone cases to our
audience. I have worked with the same company that
makes merchandise for the Blues, and have been very
pleased with their low-price (fair trade) materials.
Running Blues Buzz with SLUH’s IBL has also tested
my ability to take notes and listen to people’s advice/
input. Owning and monetizing a company has prepared me for this position, and I am excited to have an
impact on your final year at SLUH. When I’m selected
secretary, we will make more SLUH apparel (shirts,
sweatshirts, iPhone cases, etc.) at cheaper prices.
3. Although I have several issues that I will address as Secretary/Treasurer, I think our class isn’t as
close as we need to be. Although we were close (as a
school) at that hockey game, I don’t think our individual class is as close as we should be. This is an issue
that I want to be resolved next year.
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Intramurals
Leo Henken

Spirit

Danny Pitts
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SPIRIT—

organize pep rallies; meet with
athletic director regularly; attend as many sporting events
as possible; organize blue crew; organize running of the
bills; help coordinate freshman fun day with freshman
class moderator; organize Spirit Week; support other nonathletic events; attend Trout Lodge

I knew SLUH was a special place. I had never seen
a community come together for something like this
before. It was amazing.

1. SLUH has done so much for me, and I want to
work to do something for it as a whole. It is during
weeknights; after coming home from a hard practice,
hungry and tired, with hours of homework, that I realize what SLUH means to me. SLUH challenges me and
brings out the better in me. Although I might meet
these challenges with disgust, I realize that in the long
run, SLUH prepares me for anything life throws my
way. It is my ultimate educational source; not only
1. There isn’t exactly one particular time for me
for the classroom, but also for my self-education and that can depict how much the SLUH community
growth.
matters to me. I have been around SLUH since I was
six years old and wanted nothing more than to go
2. I am running for Intramurals, a position that here. However, when we had our Running of the Bills,
requires enthusiasm and planning. I am an outgoing,
sometimes loud person. This is exactly the type of
person this office needs. I also play sports, and want
to share the joy of competition with my whole class.
I look to take my good grades into office, and use my
logical way of thinking to plan new and fun ways to
experience intramurals.

Intramurals
Nick Gima

3. I want to confront the social barriers in our
class; one of them being the limits of interests. Not all
people like the same things. Some people like sports,
some don’t, and I see that everyday. It will be hard to
work against this, because it leads to extra work and
attention. Yet, as the officer for Intramurals, I want to
expand the intramural system to include ALL students
in ALL grade levels next year, regardless of the work
needed. If I were elected, I will bring the entire student
body under one umbrella. When we are united like
this, intramurals will be a great way to grow as grade
levels, and as a school.

PASTORAL—

1. A time that captures why this community matters to me would be Running of the Bills. When we
all ran into the football stadium painted blue we were
starting our journey through high school as new
brothers. At that first football game we all cheered
with each other and had a lot of fun. We were all
around each other with more of the SLUH community
surrounding us.
2. I feel like I have good leadership qualities. I also
have some really good ideas for next year but I’ll also
listen to suggestions of others and use them to make
my ideas better. I love getting people fired up for our
big sport events and I want to make the SLUH sport
experience great for everyone, on and off the field.
1. I think my first varsity football game as a player
would have to be the one moment where I really experienced the full SLUH community. It was Running of
the Bills, and just looking into the stands full of newlybaptized Bills really gave me an idea of the community
we have at SLUH. It was one thing to be in the stands
as a freshman, but a whole different experience watching those freshman. I felt a sense of pride in the tradition that is Running of the Bills and the tradition that
is SLUH.
2. I am involved with sports throughout the year,
whether it be baseball or football or managing hockey,
I am constantly involved with SLUH sporting events.
I am dedicated to SLUH sports, and this dedication
will transfer directly over to intramurals. I know what
types of games and contests provide the most enjoyment for a SLUH student. In my experiences, I have
the competitive edge of some athletes lead them to the
point where they act out in a manner that is unacceptable. As a result, I know how to create a competitive,
yet light-hearted atmosphere that will provide the
most enjoyment for SLUH students.

3. Over my two and a half years at SLUH, I have
noticed that our class is not as close as I think we can
be. I feel we have not really bonded as a whole, and we
have not gotten to that level of “brotherhood” that we
always talk about. This bond is one of the most significant aspects of a SLUH class, and it is in our best
1. This community matters to me because SLUH interests to leave this school in a year with men that
is like my second family to me and live for SLUH
we will continue to have relationships with long after
2. I am qualified because I am on pastoral team we graduate. It does not only apply to our class, but to
and I like to doing things regarding mass
the school as a whole. And it’s something that should
3. Praying
have our full attention.
current member of Junior Pastoral Team; in addition to the STUCO responsibilities, will also be a member of the Senior Pastoral Team; read
final prayer at the end of each day; attend Trout Lodge

Follow STUCO on
Twitter
@SLUHSTUCO

Liam Knobbe

INTRAMURALS—

Nick Lally

3. Our class is one of the most athletic classes in
the history of SLUH. We have all these amazing athletes and teams, yet while our teams’ talent and potential is so high, yet our spirit and support is lagging
behind. Sure we come out for the big state games and
playoff games, but where are we during the regular
season? Well, most of us are not at the games. I hope
I can help change that attitude so we can support these
guys, not just in sports like football, basketball, and
hockey, but sports like volleyball, lacrosse, water polo,
and many other teams, too.

Spirit

Work with
class officers to coordinate intramural activities; meets
with Mr. Zarrick over the summer to schedule intramurals;
meets with Mr. Zarrick weekly to update intramural schedule as needed; attend every intramural event (communicate
with STUCO moderators and Mr. Zarrick if there is a conflict); use announcements as needed for intramural events;
attend Trout Lodge

Pastoral

2. I am qualified for this position because I love
SLUH and SLUH sports. I have been to countless
sporting events throughout my three years here, and
I was even that annoying middle school kid who
would stand in the student section, cheering on our
sports teams. Sophomore year I was lucky enough to
be nominated for fan of the year for my enthusiasm
for SLUH sports. Because I am on the football team,
I know how big a deal having a big crowd is; it excites
the athletes like nothing else.

3. The class of 2017 has such amazing talent in all
of the sports and I feel like we don’t support all the
sports enough. Although there are some sports where
a lot of fans show up to the big games, there are other
sports that barely have any fans. With all of our talent
we should be packing the stands to see SLUH win, especially as seniors. I’ll try to get more fans at sporting
events so the athletes feel appreciated.
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Student Body
President
Thomas Leeker

(continued from page 1)

Class President. This position has not only given me
in-depth knowledge of how Student Council works,
from how to conduct meetings to what STUCO is responsible for planning, but the position has also given
me insight into the issues and ideas that are currently
being dealt with and thrown around at SLUH. And
with the knowledge and understanding of what STUCO is trying to do this year, I can easily pick up where
this year’s STUCO will stop and move forward with
the new ideas. Aside from STUCO, I have tried to be
very involved at SLUH with the hope that I can share
a common experience with a wide range of people on
a more intimate level than all attending a class mass
for example, which carries with it a different sort of
class unity. I try to be a part of a wide spectrum of
activities, from running track and playing lacrosse to
being in Mock Trial and the Pastoral Teams to going
on the totally awesome Latin Convention trips to being a leader on the Cross Country team and traveling
to the state meet with the team. With these experiences I hope I can field and deal with problems more
accurately because I have experience akin to that of
the person who is bringing me the problem or of the
problem itself. And that is not to say I have only focused on what makes each person different. The differences each person has play a part in making our
class so great as a unified body, and so I always try
to support and encourage class unity like helping put
together Junior Nights with the rest of the Junior Student Council and hopefully putting together an awesome Junior Ring Ceremony and Dance at the end of
this year.
3. For me there are two issues that are certainly
worth the pain they would take to confront. The first
is enthusiasm and broad-spectrum support at SLUH.
There are times at SLUH when it seems like the whole
school is mobilizing for one common goal, like for the
state hockey game. And I love that energy and excitement. The issue I have with it is that a lot of that excitement for SLUH and SLUH athletics is forgotten at
other times when our friends and fellow Jr. Bills would
appreciate it. I am thinking not only of football and
basketball games that are at SLUH and should have
big crowds but do not, but also all of the other huge
events like baseball games, ultimate frisbee games,
racquetball matches, cross country meets, mock trials, scholar bowls, and bunch of other great SLUH
programs that are due for some support that I know
we can give as a community. These are incredible and
decorated programs that our friends dedicate their
time to, and as such should be given at least a little
slice of that great enthusiasm. The second challenge
that is worth the pain pertains especially to the upperclassmen but does apply to everyone, and it is concrete
preparation for going out into our changing world as
men for others and as leaders. And I think SLUH does
a wonderful job of this as it is. But, as the challenges
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Publicity/

Communications
Sam Harmon

Vice President

Peter Hennessey

(continued from page 1)

skill regardless of what you want to do, so I think I
can use lessons from these sports to put my best foot
forward when working with the rest of the Student
(continued from page 2)
Council. I really enjoy being on STUCO, and I believe
moment’s notice. I work well with others and am not I would do a good job as Executive Vice President.
afraid to take the lead of a project. I am good with
deadlines, and will try my hardest to serve and listen
3. I really think we need to confront the problem
to the student body in making decisions. As far as of bullying, and not just that but the care of the humixer playlists, I’m thinking something new and fresh man person. I have been proud to call each and every
like an acoustic 90s soft rock theme. No more of that SLUH student my brother, but if we are to live up to
annoying techno house music, I propose that if the the famous “Man for Others” slogan, I think we need
song lacks thoughtful lyrics and a peaceful guitar ar- to realize that each of our classmates has their own talpeggio, it simply will not do. Nothing but Dave Mat- ents that we should accept and promote. I love SLUH
thews and the Goo Goo Dolls for three hours in a hot because of how we always act and respond as a comand sweaty gym.
munity, so I think this is a challenge that we can con3. Working to grow an attitude of respect and front, as we can stop the teasing and the hurting and
care among the student body towards the communi- instead recognize the value of our classmates. Each
ty outside of SLUH would be a worthwhile challenge and every person in each and every class at SLUH
for we the students to take on. I think we should strive adds something unique to the community that is St.
to become more aware of the many gifts a school like Louis University High School, and if we work togethours can give and in turn, use these gifts to better the er, I believe we can take the problem head on, despite
lives of the less fortunate in our communities. Even how hard it may seem.
if doing service does not seem appealing to some of
us, it is important that we become aware of the needy
and maintain an attitude of respect for them just as
we should respect one another. If nothing else, we
should do our best to actively participate in the food
and clothing drives as these are easy ways to make significant differences in the lives of others with little cost
to ourselves.
(continued from left)

and issues of the world continue to grow and become
inescapable, being more prepared to deal with issues
and ready to conduct yourself as a man for others so
that you can focus on helping with the country’s and
world’s problems is essential.

Prep News Junior Staff
Galen Bacharier
Matthew Book
Sam Chechik
Liam Connolly

Will Farroll
Joe Fentress
Sam Goedeker
Matt Godar
Andrew Modder

Ian Mulvihill
Andrew Pluff
Joseph Reznikov
Brendan Voigt

Questions for the Candidates

The Prep News asked each candidate running for a position on the Student Council Executive Board three general questions
concerning their potential candidacy. This four-page special issue includes the unedited answers from each candidate.
1. Describe a time at SLUH that captures why this community matters to you.
2. Why are you qualified for your respective position, and what experiences at SLUH have prepared you for that office?
3. George Washington once said that “Truth will ultimately prevail where there is pains to bring it to light.” What challenge or
issue at SLUH would be worth the pain it might take to confront?

