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Class of
2017 elects
STUCO
executive
board
BY Joseph Reznikov
CORE STAFF

T

he class of 2017 elected its
STUCO representatives
for the upcoming 2016-2017
school year on Monday, April
4 during activity period, after
listening to speeches and casting votes.
Junior Thomas Leeker
was elected STUCO President, Peter Hennessey was
elected STUCO Vice President, Nick Lally was elected
Pastoral rep, P.J. Cox was
elected Secretary, Sam Harmon was elected Publicity
rep, Danny Pitts was elected
Spirit rep, and Nick Gima was
elected Intramurals rep.
Of the group of seven
representatives, Leeker and
Hennessey are the only returning STUCO members.
Though the group is filled
with a lot of new faces, senior
Jack Perryman—the current
president of STUCO— knows
that through the leadership of
Leeker and Hennessey, they
are going to accomplish great
things.
“Since I’ve been back
from maternity leave, I’ve
constantly had people tell me
how great Thomas (Leeker)
is and what a wonderful job
he has done,” said Toussaint.
“Seniors have told me that
he’s the hardest working guy
on STUCO, so that makes
me really happy to get to continue working with him. And
of course Peter (Hennessey is
wonderful too.”
Because Leeker and
Hennessey have experience
on STUCO, they are hoping
to use this past experience to
assist in making STUCO as
great as it can be. One thing
the duo is hoping to do is put
a greater emphasis on the
charitable efforts of STUCO.
“I really want to put a
focus back on the charities
during Mission Week,” said
Hennessey. “I think we did an
okay job this year, but if we’re
going to say we’re donating
money to these charities, we
should really put a strong foot
forward and work towards
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Sophomore Cashbah tops a million for the second year in a row
Retreat
debuts new
format
BY Jack Sinay
CORE STAFF

A

fter years of being known
as a lackluster retreat,
sophomore retreat underwent
changes this year to its format
and featured new additions in
order to better serve its coming-of-age theme.
The first change involved
making the retreat overnight.
Instead of starting in the
morning and ending at night,
the retreat started at 3:00 p.m.
on Wednesday and ended at
3:00 p.m. on Thursday. Prior
to the change, the sophomore
retreat was the only nonovernight SLUH retreat for
students.
In order to accommodate the change, the parents
of sophomores had to volunteer their homes for the night.
According to sophomore
class moderator Frank Corley, the change allowed for
the sophomores to reflect not
only on their spiritual and social relationships, but also on
their relationships with their
family.
“One of the aspects of
the retreat has always been
a sophomore’s relationship
with his family,” said Corley.
“And rather than having
a speaker talk about that, we
figured why not actually do
that?” said Campus Minister
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The St. Louis Marine Color Guard after presenting the colors at the beginning of Cashbah in memory of Capt. Kevin Roche, ’03.
BY Sam Chechik
CORE STAFF

T

hemed the SLUH Speakeasy, Cashbah 2016
grossed over $1,000,000 at
last Saturday’s event, the second time that SLUH has shattered the one million mark.
“Cashbah is successful
thanks to the SLUH community,” said Director of Advancement Melissa Jones. “It’s
everyone coming together
and giving of their time, talent, and treasure to make this
event possible, and it’s all for
the boys—all for our young
men—now and for generacontinued on page 4 tions to come because with-

Oakland Ave. Journal

Who was The Hoodlum Priest?
BY Ethan McIntyre
FEATURES EDITOR

S

t. Louis U. High is a place
where traditions and legacies thrive. How many times
do you hear “1818,” the Examen, or more recently Tom
Dooley? But over the past
month I have delved into the
life of Charles Dismas Clark,
SJ, and I have come to realize
that some legacies—even ones
that should be preserved—
have fizzled out.
I asked myself: “Why is
it that some names and traditions stick around while others are never mentioned?” I
have spent countless hours
continued on page 4 trying to track down informa-

tion on the life of Fr. Charles
Dismas Clark, SJ—possibly
one of the most inspiring men
to ever walk the hallways of
SLUH—in an attempt to record his SLUH story before it
disappeared forever.
I was first tipped off
about Clark when I heard that
there had been a movie made
in St. Louis that had used
SLUH’s iconic Oakland Ave.
entrance as a backdrop for
an opening scene. The film’s
name, The Hoodlum Priest,
originally made me think of
a Roarin’ Twenties gangster
movie, disguising the fact that
it was based on a true
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News

BY Sam Heagney, Nolen
Doorack

T

his May marks the end of
Saint Louis U. High president David Laughlin’s tenth
school year in that position.
In looking back at his tenure—the longest as President
in Backer Memorial history—
we decided to view it through
three lenses: his embodiment
of cura personalis, his sharp
foresight, and ever-present
leadership.
A special committee began its search for a new president after learning of thenPresident Paul Sheridan’s,
S.J., impending departure in
September of 2004. From the
beginning of the search procontinued on page 8 cess, Laughlin stood out as

Singing, sightseeing, and BBQ
Akin leads the varsity choir to
Tennessee for the Festival of Gold
and a general trip around Nashville. Page 4
30-day challenge
Seniors Tom Hillmeyer and Patrick Rottman designed a screen
protector applicator—APLI for
short—that finished third in a
competition among young entrepreneurs. Page 2

News

Kammer, S.J., on Catholic social
teaching
Two weeks ago, the junior theology teachers listened to Fred Kammer speak about social justice,
and the different ways to analyze
a social issue. Page 2
Commentary

“Industry standards for
nonprofits is 30 percent, and
I’ve always believed at keeping expenses to a minimum,
but we only do that because
of our volunteers,” Jones said.
During the live auction
after the lights turned down,
the video “Our Ignatian Mission” played, and the guests
immediately donated a staggering $300,000 to the FundA-Need program, a donation
program that collects money
solely for student tuition assistance and financial aid—a
“humbling” achievement for
the school, according to President David Laughlin. SLUH
currently dedicates around

$4.3 million in financial aid,
which goes to around 40 percent of the student body.
“It’s not just a fun party—it’s more than that,” said
Cashbah co-chair Lisa Jellinek. “We want it to be a fun
party, but mostly we want to
support the scholarship fund
because that’s why we were all
there.”
“The auction has supported the ideal that guys get
to go here regardless of their
families’ economic circumstance, and when you see so
many people pulled together—yes, it’s fun and it’s a party
and there’s some wonderful

continued on page 4
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out the support of this community, we wouldn’t be able
to have such a phenomenal
event every year that really
points to the goodness of the
people who are involved at
SLUH.”
Jones said the net profit
is not yet known, as additional gifts will still come in until
the fiscal year’s close on June
30. Since Fund-A-Need letters were sent to past parents
for support, that number will
rise as donations come in. The
expenses, or overhead cost
for the school to hold Cashbah, were approximately ten
percent (around $100,000 for
2016) of the gross profit.

Discourse over debate
A student urges his brethren to
embrace the Grad at Grad idea of
being open to growth when discussing different political opinions. Page 3

a qualified and sought-after
candidate. Laughlin had a
breadth of experience in Jesuit education that appealed
to the search committee and
Board of Trustees at the time.
Before coming here, Laughlin
served as teacher, coach, and
administrator at Rockhurst
Jesuit High School in Kansas
City, Mo. and Creighton Prep
in Omaha, Neb.
“He was just a very genuine person and his goodness
shone through from the first
time I met him,” said former
Chairman of the Board of
Trustees John Wunderlich.
From the day Laughlin
arrived at SLUH on July 1,
2005, he had an appreciation
for the Ignatian mission and
a dedication to caring for the

Sports

Undefeated no more
The BillsOnTheBats lost to De
Smet and CBC by one run earlier
this week, making their record
9-2 after starting the season 5-0.
Page 5
Sports

WoPo Draws the Short Straw at
York Invite
The team suffered an unfortunate first-round loss after arriving
to the match with 20 minutes to
spare, but finished the tournament with a fourth place finish.
Page 5

entire person. Though Cura
Personalis wasn’t SLUH’s official theme until this year,
Laughlin embodied it before
it became a chant at basketball games.
In a Prep News article
written when his hiring was
announced in 2005, Laughlin
described the Jesuit mission
as “starting with the spirituality of St. Ignatius. Jesuit
education at its heart is helping (students) discover God’s
love for them (and using) ...
their gifts to the service of the
world.”
“He views the forming
of young men, of young intellects, as holy work,” said Physics teacher Paul Baudendistel
after one of the first meetings

continued on page 3
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Seniors get third in 30 day business challenge
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Mr. Alex Wolk, Patrick Rottman, Tom Hillmeyer, and Mr. Kevin Foy after SLUH won third place.
BY Billy
STAFF

Balossi

S

eniors Patrick Rottman
and Tom Hillmeyer competed in a St. Louis wide competition last Saturday, where
they presented a product
proposal to a group of judges;
they took third place along
with a check for $250. The
competition, called the 30
Day Challenge, encouraged
students to take the steps to
form their own business.
The program was cosponsored by Entrepreneurs
Organization (EO) and Independent Youth.
At SLUH, four different
groups participated in the
challenge under the guidance
of Ignatian Buisness Leaders moderator Kevin Foy and
Alex Wolk, a SLUH alum,
member of EO, and founder

of the digital marketing firm
Insite Advice. The groups met
together Wednesdays after
the start of the challenge in
March to brainstorm with Foy
and Wolk.
“Mr. Foy kept reminding us that the project had to
be possible for a high school
student, that after 30 days, I
could realistically launch this
product into the market,” said
Rottman.
After the first 30 days,
the four groups from SLUH
competed against one another
in the internal pitch on March
31. Despite promising business plans by the other three
groups, Rottman and Hillmeyer were chosen to move
on to the regional competition based on their design of
a screen protector applicator,
called APLI for short.

Rottman first came up
with the idea, when he found
it especially difficult to put
a screen protector on his
iPhone.
“You want it to be very
precise, but it’s difficult to
make it precise, that’s the
problem,” said Foy.
Rottman then created a
blueprint using Photoshop
and purchased a 3D printer.
After spending some time
experimenting with the technology, he created the first
prototype that acted as a short
term case to line up the screen
with the buttons already on
the phone.
“I could spend the next
eight hours tweaking the design, but the idea is definitely
functional,” said Rottman.
After winning the internal pitch, Rottman and Hill-

meyer were judged against
seven other St. Louis high
school groups. They survived
the first round, a two-minute
presentation that thinned the
crowd down to five groups.
Then they presented a more
extensive five minute presentation and took third in
the competition and received
$250 check and access to
SLU’s summer entrepreneurial camp.
In the coming weeks, the
group is working to patent the
product before a potential release into the market.
“Potentially they could
sell it as a standalone or after they build up a market
they could sell or license the
technology to a film company
who could include it in the
package,” said Foy.
Regardless of the outcome, APLI has already been
a success, especially considering both Rottman and Hillmeyer have had to overcome
inexperience and an already
busy workload to work on the
project.
Foy was impressed with
all four of the groups who ran
in the competition.
“I think we’ve just got really creative guys who come
up with good stuff and then
work well together in order
to do very interesting things,”
said Foy. “And these sorts of
contests have really shown
that there is an interest in
SLUH students to do this, a
talent and drive; and they are
achieving success even outside of the school.”

Senior and Junior Class Elections

Matt Smith Luke Gassett Jack McGrail Jack Callahan

On Tuesday, April 5, the class of 2017 elected its senior class president and vice president for next year. Junior Matt Smith
was elected president. Junior Luke Gassett ran unopposed for vice president. On Wedneday, April 13, the sophomore class
elected Jack McGrail for president and Jack Callahan for vice president.

Theology dept. hears speaker from LOYNO
BY Jack
STAFF

T

Schweizer

wo Fridays ago, the junior theology teachers
listened to a talk given by Fred
Kammer, S.J., on Catholic social teaching, hoping to incorporate the topic into their
morality classes.
Mary Bodwin, Assistant
Provincial for Social Ministry
in the Midwestern province,
recommended that junior theology teachers analyze social
justice more closely in their
classes. Soon after, Theology
Department chair Diego Navarro contacted Bodwin, and
she arranged for Kammer to
come to SLUH. Accompanied
by several teachers from De
Smet, the group took off from
teaching to listen to the talk
in the Ignatian Conference
Room.
Kammer is the director

of the Jesuit Social Research
Institute at Loyola University
New Orleans.
“From 1992 to 2001, he
was the President/CEO of
Catholic Charities USA, the
nation’s largest voluntary human service network. Fred
has worked in a number of
programs for the underprivileged, both as a lay volunteer,
an attorney, an advocate, and
an administrator.” according
to the Jesuit Social Research
Institute. He’s also written
several books on Catholic social teaching.
In the talk, Kammer focused on social analysis, a
method of learning about a
social justice issue.
“Basically (it’s) looking at
a particular social situation.
For us we looked at Ferguson
and asked why did Ferguson
happen essentially. What’s the

historical perspective that led
to this outcry, the response.
We looked at different public
policies, the history,” said theology teacher Dan Finucane.
“And what social analysis
does is you look at a reality,
and you see what’s going on.
And then you take a step back
and begin to reflect on it, and
begin to ask questions.”
According to Kammer
there are two different types
of analyzing: the journalistic
method and the pastoral circle. The journalistic method
consists of a series of questions about the situation such
as what’s happening, when
did it happen, who are the
major players, and why did
this happen. The pastoral
circle focuses more on the
spiritual aspect of an issue,
discerning and reflecting on
possible solutions.

Kammer directed the
meeting specifically to issues
in St. Louis.
“He led us through two
different situations, one being
some of the things that were
going on in Ferguson. And
some being the higher percentage of kids with asthma
in East St. Louis. And not
that we can solve either one
of those issues, but he gave us
those as a model to try to implement some of that structure he gave us,” said theology
teacher Jonathan Ott.
“I appreciated finding
out about the different methods of social analysis that
were presented. And what
I’m trying to do right now is
figure out how to use that in
my sophomore classes,” said
sophomore theology teacher
Deacon Allen Boedeker, who
also attended the talk.
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Seniors snag third in
challenge
gether with a silent, Examen(continued from page 1)

Brian Gilmore.
At the houses of each
family, the sophomores had
dinner and chose a movie
from a list of coming-of-age
films that Corley and Gilmore determined prior to the
retreat.
“I thought the sleepover
helped us come together,” said
sophomore Jack Schweizer.
“Watching the movie was a
lot of fun, but it also sparked
some meaningful conversations we were able to have
later in the night.”
In the morning, the students came back to SLUH for
a pancake breakfast catered
by Chris’ Pancake House before listening to talks and dividing into small groups.
Later that day, the sophomores were taken through another new part of the retreat, a
prayer labyrinth in the Danis
Field House. The idea for the
prayer labyrinth, which is a
path that has a circular route
leading to the center of a design and back out, came from
St. Xavier High School’s sophomore retreat, which Corley
learned about earlier in the
year.
“The whole point of
sophomore retreat is a day of
recollection to focus you for
sophomore conversation, to
look back on your first two
years at SLUH, and to set
some goals for the next two
years,” said Corley. “And so
the labyrinth was just a way to
give guys the opportunity to
think and pray about that for
as much as an hour.”
Many of the sophomores
received the labyrinth well,
as much of the class came to-

like focus for the hour.
“I really liked (the prayer
labyrinth) because it gave me
the chance to meditate and
focus on what the retreat was
really about,” said sophomore
Luke Wilmes. “It gave me a
chance to reflect on how I’m
doing, how I’m interacting
with other people, and how
I’m growing as a person in
both my social life and spiritual life.”
The retreat has already
received some positive feedback. According to a survey
done by Corley and Gilmore,
roughly two-thirds of the
sophomore class had a favorable opinion of the talks from
the retreat. There have been
some mixed reviews as well,
but the majority of the 120
sophomores enjoyed the experience.
However, despite the
positive feedback, the retreat
may still be altered for next
year.
“As a first run, I think it
went pretty well,” said Wilson.
“But, obviously, with any first
drafts, it needs tweaks.”
Tweaking the changes
made this year may make the
retreat flow more smoothly,
thereby cutting down time in
between talks, which senior
Dan Hirlinger noticed as well
as Wilmes, who thought it
created an “unfocused” atmosphere at times.
Adding a senior component for the leaders may also
be a possibility in future years.
It was proposed this year, but
not done due to time as well as
the wake and funeral for the
mother of senior Tim Nile,
which many of the leaders
missed parts of the retreat for.
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One of the Sophomore Retreat groups in M210.

Kennedy to Nanjing for
spring break
BY Galen Bacharier
CORE STAFF

S

enior Kyle Kennedy spent
his spring break at the
Nanjing Foreign Language
School in Nanjing, Jiangsu,
China.
As part of the annual
exchange program between
SLUH and NFLS, Kennedy
traveled overseas to SLUH’s
sister school. He attended
a Chinese language class in
the mornings at the school,
taught by a student teacher.
Most of the students in the
class were around Kennedy’s
age, so it wasn’t as difficult a
transition as he might have
thought.
“The Chinese class I took
in the mornings was really
cool,” Kennedy said. “You really get to have fun in learning the language, hanging out

with the students, most of
who know English.”
Like SLUH, NFLS features rigorous academics, but
is much more focused on said
academics rather than having
a broader focus that includes
sports and other activities.
“It was definitely a different experience from SLUH.
The school was co-ed, it’s not
religious, it’s basically 100 percent focused on studying and
academics,” said Kennedy.
Kennedy departed from
St. Louis on Saturday, March
12, and returned two Saturdays later on the 26th. Obviously, the two weeks across
the world weren’t exclusively
spent in class; the trip also
gave Kennedy the opportunity to explore Nanjing.
The food was one of the

continued on page 3
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A look back at
Laughlin’s tenure
(continued from page 1)

Laughlin was introduced at.
Laughlin’s care for the
person has shaped his entire
ten year career. He has made it
a point to be actively involved
in the community. He’s been a
big supporter of the Kairos retreats, and he’s gone on many
of them. He’s also gone on
Mission Appalachia and the
March for Life. Although his
schedule is often full, he frequently finds time for smaller events like cross country
meets. Even when his schedule doesn’t have a few hours of
wiggle room, Laughlin finds a
few minutes of the day to walk
the halls and interact with
students. Though Laughlin’s
job requires a lot of talking to
donors and benefactors, he’s
made sure to keep a balance of
interactions with people from
all areas of the school.
“I really like the way he
talks to people in the choir,
then he can talk to people in
maintenance. He’s very versatile,” said his secretary Kim
Walsh.
Laughlin’s care for the
person stretches beyond the
walls of SLUH.
“One day I saw him feeding a homeless woman. She
was cold and tired and he
brought her lunch from the
Currigan Room and sat with
her. He can do anything from
helping a homeless person to
sitting on a big board of directors,” said Walsh.
This is just one example
of many of the levels that
Laughlin operates on. If a
chairman of the board comes
by without a meeting, Laughlin is willing to meet with him
or her, but Laughlin will also
find time for a student who
comes by to chat for just a
few minutes. Walsh described
Laughlin’s flexibility as his
“open door policy.”
Laughlin doesn’t only
seek for ways to apply care
for the person in his own life,
but over the past ten years he’s
worked to foster a community
in which Cura Personalis can
thrive.
“He created an atmosphere in the school where everybody feels at ease and can
do their jobs,” said Houlihan.
Laughlin has constantly
shifted the spotlight away
from him and onto the other
faculty and students of the
school. He’s not only shifted the spotlight there, but
made sure that any actions
that come from his office are
aimed at helping that group
thrive and carry out the Jesuit

mission.
Even in broad, administrative decisions, Laughlin
has maintained a focus on
the people of the SLUH community. When he arrived at
SLUH’s tuition covered about
70 percent of the total cost
for students, so every student
automatically got 30 percent aid. Since then, tuition
has increased to covering 90
percent of the cost of attendance. While tuition went
up, though, aid went up even
quicker. Laughlin worked with
the board to assure that SLUH
could maintain need blind
admissions, meaning SLUH
ignores the financial situation
of applicants. The grant and
aid at SLUH has grown from
$900,000 to $5.1 million in
the same period that tuition
increased. This change has not
only eased the burden on lower-income families, but also
relieved middle class families.
This change, which Laughlin
has prioritized greatly during
his time at SLUH, embodies
the mission of the school in
that it seeks to provide equal
opportunities for the development of men for others regardless of the financial situation of those boys.
This large shift in finances embodies another principle that has shaped SLUH
over Laughlin’s ten years: his
foresight. Over the past ten
years, Laughlin has used the
financial prowess that he’s
gained over his years to upgrade SLUH in any aspect he
can. Some of these ways are
very obvious to students: the
new Danis Field House and
Si Commons, both of which
were built without accumulating any debt.
“He hasn’t incurred a
cent of debt. The Danis Field
House and Si Commons
were done without increasing
spending. That’s good stewardship. It requires patience,
discipline, and sound planning to accomplish things like
that,” said Houlihan.
Other upgrades, like the
improvements in technology, haven’t been as grand of
projects but have nonetheless
been changes that affect community members everyday.
“You can go right down
the line on a lot of stuff, but
the quality of the education
and therefore the quality of
the programming is better in
his tenure, and it’s always been
pretty good, but it’s improved
tremendously,” said Houlihan.
When Laughlin first interviewed for SLUH, he noted
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Mr. Laughlin at the Jesuit House groundbreaking ceremony.
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Talking politics? Openness is your best bet
BY Connor FitzGerald
NEWS EDITOR

F

or many of us at St. Louis
U. High, this is the first
presidential election we feel
like we have a stake in, whether we’re of voting age or are
invested in other ways. This
feeling of investment can lead
to very passionate and fiery
political arguments that can
be hurtful and isolating.
Despite how strongly we
might feel about certain issues, it’s important that—as
SLUH students, brothers,
and future Grads at Grad—
we need to remember to be
Open to Growth and respect
the people we talk with about
politics, even if they disagree
strongly with everything we
say.
As a voter, being open to
growth and open to others’
opinions pushes us closer toward being well-informed and
sensible people. In this sense,
we become our best as voting
citizens by discussing—not
angrily shouting about—
politics with many different
people before making wellinformed judgements of the
figures before us, discussing
our dreams for our country
and for the people inside it.
The central idea that I’m
that his biggest weakness was
that he had never had to raise
money and he knew it would
be an integral part of being a
president at a Jesuit school.
Though the capital campaign
for projects like the Field
House was wrapping up when
he arrived, Laughlin had to
jump right into the mix to tie
up loose ends. That campaign
was the beginning of Laughlin’s growth as a financier.
“After he was hired he
did tell us one thing he was
concerned about. He said,
‘You know I’ve just never had
to raise money,’” said Wunderlich. “Well he’s proven
he can do that. He singlehandedly and purposefully
… raised funds to build that
Jesuit house.”
Unlike other projects,
the new Jesuit residence was
funded completely by capital
that Laughlin raised. Since
the project was a Jesuit one
and not specifically for SLUH,
Laughlin also refused to use
anyone from the development
office for work since they were
on the clock for SLUH.
Chairman John Wunderlich, while speaking at the
groundbreaking ceremony for
the Jesuit house, said, “The
Jesuit house would’ve never
happened with a Jesuit president.”
“He knew that it would
be important to always have
a Jesuit presence on campus,
and what better way than to
build them a house. That was
his vision,” said Wunderlich.
“To me, that’s the crown jewel
of his accomplishments. Not
because it’s a nice house or because it was for the Jesuits, but
because it was so visionary. He
was looking way beyond his
presidency.”
He’s done that through
relentless travel and a commitment to working with alumni
and other connections. As

getting at is that discourse is
fundamentally better than debate. It may seem like a subtle
distinction for two things that
you believe to be the same, but
in regards to fostering brotherhood and being Open to
Growth, they are wildly different ideas. (You can even
hear it in saying both words;
try saying ‘discourse’ and ‘debate.’ Debate is a sharper word
while discourse seems to flow
much more easily.)
Think about watching a
presidential debate: each candidate is trying their best to
simultaneously differentiate
themselves from their opponents and cut down their opponents’ ideas. This is mostly
due to the speed of the race
and the battle for the nomination; presidential candidates
with clashing moral sets and
ideals cannot be broadcast as
working together because neither candidate would be able
to separate themself from the
other in the minds of the voters.
We aren’t presidential
candidates, though. We aren’t
in the business of trying to
rise above others for political
gains—at least we certainly
shouldn’t be. We—both as students of SLUH and as searchers for our best selves—should

be in the business of connecting ourselves with other
people despite differences in
political beliefs.
Too often we get caught
up in herd thinking—not
thinking for ourselves but following the majority—when it
comes to politics. Some students are loud about their political persuasions and some
are not; it’s important to understand that.
If you and a number of
your friends are of like mindsets and are not afraid to share
your beliefs, people of a different belief system that are shy
or vastly outnumbered will
often feel isolated and won’t
voice their opinion for fear of
the majority’s, or better yet,
the herd’s judgment of them.
Herd thinking will cause students to throw out hurtful
buzzwords that seek only to
generalize a person and to isolate further. This is where the
hurt I mentioned above most
often comes up. It sucks to be
pushed away from people you
think you’re friendly with by
ways of silly, over-simplified,
and hurtful terms.
It comes back to the Grad
at Grad that we are called to
work toward; generalizations
about others and their beliefs
and teaming up on minority

3

thinkers serve only to inhibit
each student from becoming
the best self that the Grad at
Grad pushes us toward: Open
to Growth, Intellectually
Competent, Religious, Loving, and Committed to Doing
Justice.
And though these ideals aren’t ranked, I believe
there is a reason that Open to
Growth is the first of the five,
and I know there is a reason
I’m calling you to think of it in
regards to this election. It encompasses the messages of the
other four ideals, and whether
you’re a graduating student or
a young voter and you believe
you’re capable of achieving
only one of those five ideals
at this time, let it be Open to
Growth—for that characteristic will push you toward those
other goals, toward the fulfillment of your best self.
So let’s seek to build
bridges with the people
around us, not walls. Let’s
push ourselves to treat each
person as if they have something worthwhile to say (no
matter how stupid and ill-informed we perceive their ideas
to be). Let’s aim not to resent
others that are different, but to
love those others. Most especially, let’s resolve (and firmly
at that) to be Open to Growth.

Off to China:
senior’s
experience at
NFLS
(continued from page 2)
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Mr. Laughlin and his wife, Kelly, at Cashbah 2007.

part of the Go Forth campaign that’s underway now,
Laughlin’s outreach to alumni
nationwide has surged. Houlihan noted that the 30,000 air
miles he’s accumulated in the
past year pales in comparison
to the amount that Laughlin has racked up as a consequence of his commitment to
visit alumni from other cities
and even going back to cities
to follow up.
“Since we did Imagining
18, we’ve paid more attention
to out of town alums. That
is something that Dave increased,” said Houlihan. “He’s
working at that very hard. He’s
very generous with his time.”
Laughlin’s ten years
can certainly be more easily
simplified through his commitment to Cura Personalis
and more easily quantified
through his financial prowess, but the description of his
career would be lacking if it
didn’t cover his leadership.
From his first days at
SLUH, he has made an effort to listen. When Laughlin
came in 2005, SLUH was just
wrapping up a capital campaign and entering a period of

major construction.
“When I first came, I
tried to do a lot of listening;
I still do,” said Laughlin. “My
job is just as much to listen as
to decide things.”
Not only have his colleagues noticed Laughlin’s
achievements and growth during his tenure at SLUH, but the
National Catholic Educational
Association (NCEA) was also
impressed by Laughlin’s commitment to Ignatian ideals.
The NCEA awarded him with
the “Lead. Learn. Proclaim.”
award, which “recognizes the
outstanding efforts, contributions, and achievements on
behalf of Catholic school education.” The award also isn’t
“given out willy-nilly,” according to Houlihan.
Laughlin is leading
SLUH into its bicentennial in
the coming years. As Imagining 18 projects approach fruition, Laughlin and others in
Advancement will continue to
raise money in the Go Forth
campaign. Laughlin will guide
the school in its tradition of
Ignatian spirituality.

highlights of Kennedy’s trip;
he had the opportunity to
sample tons of genuine Chinese food, although it took
time to get used to the new
taste. He noted that food
seemed to be a centerpiece of
life in China.
“China has a lot of culture based on food,” said Kennedy. “So if you’re in a city like
Nanjing, you get to experience
all different types, it’s a cool
experience.”
Kennedy also visited the
Zifeng Tower, one of the tallest buildings in China and the
tallest in the Jiangsu province.
He also visited the Hongshan
Forest Nanjing Zoo, where he
saw some pandas. Kennedy
also took a traditional Chinese boat ride in the waters
around Nanjing.
Kennedy admitted that
he hadn’t even been planning
on going for a while, until former Chinese teacher ChingLing Tai spoke with him about
the trip.
“I spoke with Dr. Tai and
she said that she’d really like
me to go, and that she’d sponsor it. So I said,why not, it’d be
really cool.”
Although the trip was an
incredible experience for Kennedy and he transitioned to
the new country and culture
more quickly than expected,
there was one thing in particular that he had to adjust to:
the actual atmosphere.
“When I first got there,
I was actually having a bit of
trouble breathing,” said Kennedy. “But you get used to it
after a bit. It’s definitely a different experience.”
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items—but people are there
for that reason,” Laughlin
said.
After Fr. Jim Burshek,
S.J.’s invocation, Laughlin
started to introduce the family
of Captain Kevin Roche, ’03, a
Marine who died in a helicopter crash in January, but all of
the guests in the room stood
up to give a standing ovation
before he could finish, a “very
emotional, very moving” moment in the evening, according to Jones.
“It’s indicative of the
spirit of the community and
that event,” said Laughlin. “It’s
the spirit of the community,
in a sense, that reached out to
people who were grieving and
said ‘We’re with you.’”
After the clapping, “The
Star-Spangled Banner” and
“The Halls of Montezuma”
(also know as the “Marines’
Hymn”) were played in honor
of Roche and his family. The
St. Louis Marine Color Guard
presented the colors, arranged
by Eugene Tichacek, ’53, for
the Roche family. An anonymous donor had arranged for
the Roches to be at Cashbah
this year.
“It set a special tone for
the evening,” said Jellinek.
After the presentation of
colors, dinner was served at
6:00 p.m., and the live auction
started around 8:00.
This year, the live auction portion had two parts:

one where guests had 15 minutes to bid on each of the four
boards of fifteen items, and
one where master of ceremonies (MC) Glenn Zimmerman, father of senior Jack
Zimmerman, auctioned 48
items to the guests.
Some of the highlights
were the the 2015 Toyota
Yaris, selling for $15,000; the
Jordan Spieth-signed flags,
$4,900; the Ritz-Carlton residence (sold twice), $5,000
per sale; the Double Doodle
puppy and Teddy Bear puppy,
$4,000 and $2,700; the Paul
McCartney tickets, $3,400;
and the Heard It Through the
Grapevine (the wine collection), $4,200.
“It’s not all about just
going home with an item or
something like that; people
are there to give,” Cashbah cochair Stephanie Evans said.
“That’s why you have overbids on items and stuff like
that. I think people are there
knowing they’re going to give,
making a contribution to the
school.”
The silent auction, taking place in the band room,
chorus room, Danis Lobby,
and the reception area, had
student volunteers with iPads
and BidPals—iPod Touchesque devices that have lists of
the items being sold and the
means of buying them—to assist the guests in the purchasing of 590 items. The guests
could also use their smart-
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President David Laughlin chose the winner of the President’s
raffle Saturday.

phone as a BidPal to purchase
items.
“People seemed to really
be on to that and how it works
and the ease of doing that,”
said Advancement Events Coordinator Patti Webb.
One efficiency change
this year was that instead of
having the guests turn in a paper receipt to collect a bought
item, they could use their
smartphone or BidPal and
present an electronic receipt,
hastening the giving out of
auctioned-off items at the end
of the evening, around 11:00
p.m.
Seven hundred eighty
guests filled tables in the Si
Commons, and over 200 volunteers—parents on around
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Varsity chorus travels
to Nashville for
Festival of Gold
BY Joseph Hartung and
Nick Messina
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Source: Prep News archives and Director of Advancement Mrs. Melissa Jones. The exact gross is
not yet known for this year’s Cashbah, though it is estimated over $1 million.

30 committees, numerous
student workers at the event
itself, and faculty members as
well—helped out with set-up,
organization, and clean-up.
“I’m always amazed at
the generosity of the people
that attend the auction, the
volunteers, and really anyone
who’s really a part of this auction,” said Evans. “They really
give it their all.”
The co-chairs have been
working since June 2015 on
this Cashbah alongside Webb,
who assisted the co-chairs
and the adult volunteers on
the committees in whatever
ways possible, from asking for
item donations to sending out
invitations. The Food Service
Consultants catered the evening. Students volunteered
by serving tables, assisting
with the BidPals, greeting, or
cleaning dishes.
“Each year, it’s gotten a
little bit easier as we have developed certain ways of doing things more effectively.
The volunteers, of course,
are above and beyond,” said
Webb. “(They’re) anything
you could ask for, as far as
their ability and willingness
to work and get the job done.”
“It’s overwhelming, it’s
pretty phenomenal, and it’s
humbling. Obviously, this
school could not be at the
level it is—as incredible as it
is—without the support of the
community,” said Jones.

ed by choral director Addie Akin, the St. Louis U.
High varsity chorus travelled
to Nashville last week to participate in the annual Festival
of Gold competition.
In order to enter the
festival, the SLUH choir had
to receive a gold rating at
a regional festival. This requirement ensured that only
the top tier ensembles could
perform. Two years ago,
when the choir was directed
by Joseph Koestner, the team
earned a gold rating during a
trip to Boston.
Upon their arrival, they
watched an impressive performance by a middle school
choir. The group was skeptical
at first but was blown away by
the performance. That sense
of awe and enjoyment characterized the entire trip.
“They were phenomenal,” said Akins. “It was cool
to see twelve year olds making
great music. If I had shut my
eyes, I would have thought it
was a top group from a high
school somewhere.”
While there, SLUH’s
choir sang three songs for
a panel of judges: “Red Red
Rose,” “Ubi Caritas,” and
“Hark I Hear the Harps Eternal.”
The judges in turn outlined a few examples on how
the choir could improve.
“We got a lot of notes
from the educators on blending well with others—just listening to the other members
in our choir and just trying to
match their pitch, their tone,
so that the chords lock and
it sounds clean,” said sophomore Darren Tucker.
Overall, both Akin and
the varsity chorus were very
proud of their performance.
They received scores of 89,
90, and 91 out of 100 from the
judges.
“They did an incred-

ible job. I (felt) like it was the
best they have ever sung,”
said Akin. “I wanted to do a
cappella music with varsity
chorus because that really is
where I feel they shine when
they don’t have a piano or other instruments with them. All
three of those pieces are (part
of a) challenging repertoire,
which really showcased the
talent of that group.”
Since the a cappella style
of music is typically harmonybased, the choir had to pay
particular attention to making
its group sound as together
as possible—something that
clearly paid off in the performance.
In addition to its performance at the festival, the choir
also got to sing a few selections at the Cathedral of the
Incarnation, and sang a song
in which all the groups from
the festival participated.
Outside of singing,
the SLUH chorus did some
sightseeing around Nashville. They toured multiple
recording studios, sampled
the world-famous Nashville
barbeque scene, and went to
the Schermerhorn, one of the
greatest concert halls in the
United States. The choir also
went to Belmont University,
Akin’s alma mater, where it
received advice from two faculty members—the students
were very impressed by the
campus and the various music
programs it offered.
“I feel like we grew closer
as a chorus. It was really fun
to go along with the other
choruses to go to Nashville
and it was a lot of fun,” said
senior David Dowd-Nieto.
“Just being surrounded
by other outstanding high
school singers I think is also
inspirational for them,” said
Akin. “They got to hear great
ensembles that, perhaps, they
could be inspired by and uplifted and continue to do great
work.”

STUCO features five new faces, two returning
(continued from page 1)

raising a lot of money to give.”
Leeker, Hennessey, and
Lally ran unopposed for their
offices, while Cox, Harmon,
Pitts, and Gima ran against
competition.
Though Lally was the
only candidate for the pastoral
position, his plans on adding
student input to the afternoon
prayer were appealing to voters.
“I want to say prayers
that the student body would
like to hear, so I want to get
ideas from anyone that has
prayer ideas,” said Lally. “I’d
like to give them a little shout
out, too.”
Gima ran against junior
Liam Knobbe for the intramural position and was able
to win the voters over with his
tangible goals of adding new
elements to intramurals—in
particular, soccer.
“My main goal is to get
soccer into the intramurals,

because that’s one of the main
sports that we currently do not
have,” said Gima. “The next
thing would be that I want a
lot of guys to be coming to
me with their own ideas, and
I want to try and find a way
to get those into intramurals
as well.”
Harmon ran against junior Kyle Irvine for the position of publicity.
“I’d like to do a really
solid job and offer myself as
a viaduct between the student
body and student council,”
said Harmon. “STUCO has
done a great job, but I know
we can do an even better job
at listening to the student
body.”
Pitts ran against junior
Leo Henken for Spirit, using
his experience with and love
for SLUH sports to lure voters.
“I’ve always liked to go
to sporting events, and I’ve
always loved the blue crew
guys, so I thought this would

be perfect for me,” said Pitts.
“There’s a lot of stuff from
years past that I want to bring
back, and I think I have some
pretty good ideas for Spirit
Week.”
Cox was opposed by junior Cameron Spence for the
position of Secretary.
“I want to make more
clothes and other items that
students can buy,” said Cox. “
And I like keeping everything
in order, so I think being able
to organize everyone’s notes
during the meetings.”
While each representative has his own goals for what
he would like to accomplish,
STUCO as a whole has a goal
of including the homeroom
reps more in making decisions and planning events.
While homeroom reps currently meet with STUCO very
infrequently, Toussaint hopes
to create bimonthly meetings
with homeroom reps and the
STUCO executive board.
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Junior Sam Harmon delivering his speech for the communications position.

“Every year it comes up
that the homeroom reps and
the students want more of a
voice,” said Toussaint. “So it
just comes down to organizing a time and space so that
those students have a way to
show their voice and represent their homerooms.”
“I’m really excited about
all of the STUCO members,”
said Toussaint. “They brought
great energy and I know their
classmates think highly of
photo | Pierce Hastings
them, so I’m excited to work Varsity chorus at the Parthenon in Nashville.
with them.
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Baseball suffers first two losses by one run each Lacrosse beats Webster,
remains undefeated
Nick Gima
BY
REPORTER

T

he Jr. Bills entered their
third week of the season
at 5-0, putting them among
the best schools in the St.
Louis area. They finished the
week at 9-2, with both losses
coming by one run.
SLUH played in the Jesuit
Classic, and swept the series
against Loyola Academy, St.
Ignatius, and St. Mary’s.
The Bills took on the
Loyola Academy Ramblers in
the first of the three games.
Starting pitcher Weston Baker
took control from start to finish, throwing a 78-pitch nohitter and allowing just one
walk.
“It was a great feeling to
get that final out, and I’ll never forget that moment,” said
Baker. “But I was just happy
to help the team get another
win.”
Thanks to some timely
hitting, the Jr. Bills won 5-0 to
improve to 6-0 on the season.
SLUH went up against St.
Ignatius high school in game
one of the double-header the
next day. Senior John Brinkman was on the bump to start
the game, and he continued
his dominance by pitching six
innings and allowing just one
run.
The offense came alive
in the fourth inning, plating
four runs with the help of
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Junior Weston Baker delivers a pitch in his no-hitter against
Loyola Academy.

back-to-back triples by shortstop Donovan Ditto and second basemen Jacob Safarian.
Sophomore pitcher Matthew
Bauer came in and finished
the game, giving the Bills a
4-2 win.
“We didn’t have the best
offensive game, but the guys
really stepped up in the field,
and John gave us another
great outing,” said Ditto.
In the second game of
the day and the final game
of the Jesuit Classic, the Bills
were matched up against the

St. Mary’s Dragons. Senior
pitcher Anthony Delia struggled early, and the Dragons
put up six runs in the first inning. But the explosive SLUH
offense answered with four
of their own in the bottom of
the first. After a scoreless top
of the second, Ditto smacked
an RBI single to cut the lead to
one. The game went back and
forth until the sixth inning,
when SLUH scored 8 runs to
take a 13-7 lead. Senior Truman Stephens put away the
Dragons to seal the victory.

“It’s really great to see our
offense playing this well,” said
first basemen Truman Stephens. “Even if we’re not playing our best game defensively,
it’s good to know that we can
stay in the game.”
Next, SLUH went up
against their Jesuit rival, the
De Smet Spartans. Baker
was back on the mound, and
brought another fantastic performance, allowing just three
hits and one run in seven innings. But the offense was
silenced by De Smet starting
pitcher Nick Logusch, who
carried a no-hitter into the
seventh inning before senior
outfielder Luke Thibodeau
broke it up with an infield
single. But this was the only
hit the Jr. Bills would have,
and they lost by a final score
of 1-0.
“As a coach, these are
the most fun games to be a
part of,” said head coach Steve
Nicollerat. “It’s great to see the
boys play in such a close game,
even though the outcome was
not what we wanted.”
SLUH faced MCC rival
CBC next in Sheridan Stadium. Brinkman was back
on the mound to start the
game, and he did everything
he could to snag his fourth
win of the season. But CBC
pitcher and University of Missouri commit Blake Charlton

BY Matt
STAFF

Godar

T

he St. Louis U. High
Laxbills had a successful
string of games the past two
weeks, capped off by a striking
14-7 victory against Webster
Groves Wednesday night.
“We’ve been playing really well, we’ve been moving
the ball and keeping possession,” said junior middie Jerry
Howe.
On April 3, the LaxBills
handily defeated Shawnee
Mission, of Kansas City. The
team dominated throughout, particularly in the fourth
quarter, when backup junior
goalie Joe L’Hommedieu posted a shutout to seal a 15-6 victory.
Next they hit the road to
take on Vianney on April 5.
Once again, the Laxbills faced
little trouble, defeating the
Griffins 15-3. Lots of players
got in the game, as multiple
rotations were able to run all
throughout the game.
“It was a lot of fun,” said
sophomore Will Perryman. “I
was really happy with how we
played.”
But the Laxbills soon hit
a bump in the road when they
took on Memphis University School, the best team in
Tennessee according to head
coach Tyler Gilbert, on April
continued on page 7 8 and lost 13-11.

The loss was especially tough because the Bills
were up by two going into
the fourth quarter, but MUS
turned on the jets and outscored them 6-2 to snatch the
win from the LaxBills.
“Sometimes it takes a loss
like that to kind of step back
and mature a little bit,” said
Gilbert.
“They beat us 14-4 last
year so we wanted to come out
and prove that we could play
with them this year, and we
did,” said senior defensemen
Jeremy Konzen.“It let us know
that we can play with any team
in St. Louis.”
The
Laxbills
then
bounced back against North
Oldham of Kentucky this
Tuesday, defeating them by
a score of 16-0. The Laxbills
came out strong after the loss
and dominated all aspects of
the game.
“It was pretty relieving
and satisfying to get the win
in that way after such a tough
loss,” said senior attack Luke
Brummell.
But the cherry on top of
it all was the victory against
the previously undefeated
Webster Groves team, who renamed themselves the Woodchucks.
The game started out well
for SLUH; they held a 4-1 lead

continued on page 7

Water Polo takes fourth at York Invite

BY Matthew
STAFF

Book

T

he St. Louis U. High water polo team has had a
hectic schedule recently. Two
weeks ago, the team placed
fourth in the York Invite tournament where they played
four games in a 20-hour period. Last Wednesday, the
team played its biggest instate game against season rival
Marquette. On Monday, the
Forest Park Community College pool (home waters for
SLUH) was lacking a rather
critical element—water—but

was luckily refilled by Tuesday so the Jr. Bills could face
their Jesuit rival De Smet at
home. Speaking of De Smet,
the De Smet Invite tournament started yesterday with a
game against Kirkwood. This
tourney means another five
games to bring the team to 15
total games this season.
After travelling four and
a half hours by bus, the team
had 20 minutes to get changed
and warmed up before they
faced the No. 3-ranked team
in Illinois to start their run in
the York Invite. Despite quick-

Tennis serves up wins
BY Ian Mulvihill, Jack
Waters
STAFF ARTIST, REPORTER

A

fter a difficult debut, the
St. Louis U. High varsity tennis team rebounded
by going 3-2 over its last five
matches.
After defeating Vianney,
the season turned for the better. Claiming their first victory of the season over their
Metro Catholic Conference
(MCC) foe, the Bills came
out strong with a 3-0 sweep
of the doubles matches and
all but one singles match.
After the 8-1 victory,
the Jr. Bills set their sights on
John Burroughs, one of the
tougher opponents they will
square off against all year. A
hard-fought day for the team
ended with just two wins; senior Mehal Amin, the No. 3
seed in singles and the No. 3
seeds in doubles, juniors Ben
and Sam Bott.

“We were switching
around our lineup, so we were
still figuring that out,” said
Amin. “They have solid team
for singles.”
“We just started slow.
It was early in the season, so
we’re definitely building up,”
said senior David Lord.
After the rough 7-2
loss to Burroughs, the Bills
bounced back with a 9-0
sweep of Chaminade.
“Chaminade was a really
good match for us,” said Bott.
“Everyone did what they had
to do.”
After a rainout against
Westminster, the Jr. Bills’ next
match was against Lindbergh.
After winning doubles, the
Bills played numerous close
singles matches, including
three that went to super tiebreakers, but fell short and
lost 5-4.
“We were ahead going

ly scoring two goals against
Lyons (Chicago), the first
game of the York tournament
ended in a rough 8-4 loss.
“Lyons did a good job
of still swimming hard and
working hard after we scored
those early two goals,” said senior Patrick Schuler.
“We’re not used to being
slower than or as fast as the
other team team in the pool,
so that was really a struggle,”
said senior Thomas O’Brien.
“They counterattacked and
scored on us numerous times.”
Let’s not forget about

those two goals scored in the
first two minutes of the game
to give SLUH an early lead.
Senior Michael Krause, who
committed this Wednesday
to play water polo next year
at McKendree University, had
both those goals.
“I think our team played
really well most of the game
and that the score didn’t really
reflect how hard we did play,”
said Krause. “Once Lyons
kind of figured out what plays
we were running, we didn’t
adapt to their defense very

continued on page 6
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Junior Jerome Howe against Webster this Wednesday.

Track looks towards coming season and state
BY Jake Lepak and Joe
Butler
REPORTERS

T

he springtime brings
many things to the world:
nice weather, flowers blooming, and mosquitos. But this
time also marks the reemergence of compression uniforms and short shorts. The
St. Louis U. High track team
looks to better its third place
team finish at State last year,
and, for most athletes, the goal
is the team title.
“The goal for this year is
to win the State Championship, and break records,” said
junior sprinter Jayson Ashford. “We would really like
to redeem ourselves from
the cross country season and
the previous year, where we
placed third under Lafayette.
We just have to work hard and
improve in our events in order
to score points.”
continued on page 7
The Jr. Bills certainly

can do that this year, as they
return all but two state racers from last year. But getting
back to state, and doing well
at the toughest level, requires
a lot of dedication and commitment from everybody on
the program.
The Jr. Bills will be looking for consistent points this
year from Ashford, senior distance runner Dustan Davidson, and senior hurdler Daniel Isom. Last year, the two of
them contributed to nearly 30
of the Jr. Bills’ 50 points at the
state meet.
Besides these three track
stars, head coach Joe Porter will also be looking for
points from up and comers:
senior triple jumper Sergio
Goodwin, who was only 5
inches away from the school
record last year, which is 45’
3”, as well as sophomore high
jumper Daniel McMurran,
sophomore thrower Sam Ev-

ans, and senior high jumper
David Jackson.
Evans is currently the
team’s best thrower, and he
has goals of helping the team
out at the state level.
“My goal this year is to
make it to state in either shot
or discus, hit 50 feet in the
shot and 130 to 135 feet in
discus. In order to reach those
goals, I have been weightlifting a lot, but that was mostly
during the offseason, three
times a week, and practicing every day working on my
technique and form; the daily
grind,” said Evans.
The team has competed
in a few meets this month.
The track team made its debut
at the Festus Early Bird meet
April 2.
Some of the highlights
from the meet include: Davidson getting third in the
3200 -meter run in 9:41, and
junior Joe Laughlin finish-

ing in ninth place at 10:26,
just outside of scoring team
points. The 4x800, comprised
of Senior Jake Lepak, Junior
Will Kelly, Freshman Patrick
Hetlage, and senior Joe Butler
who finished in seventh place
with a time of 8:46.33.
On the sprinting side,
Ashford, who won the 200 in
22.6 seconds and the 100 in
11.29 seconds, scored many
points from performances.
Ashford was also second in
400. The 4x200 relay of Seniors Robert Caldwell, Daniel
Jackson, Micah Barnett, and
Junior Jaleel Ashford took
third with a time of 1:37.20,
Jaleel Ashford was also seventh in the 110 hurdles with a
time of 19.17, and fifth in the
300 hurdles in 44.9 seconds.
In the field events, the Jr.
Bills had a strong showing,
with David Jackson getting
fifth place in the high jump

continued on page 6
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New coach, young players hope for successful season
Jack Casey, Billy
Balossi
BY

STAFF

U

nder the leadership of
new coach Mark Bradley, Saint Louis U. High’s Ultimate Frisbee team kicked
off its season on March 13
against rival CBC.
Early in the game, the
Frisbills conceded several
times to go down 5-0. However, the new players were able
to rally and tie the score at 10
late in the game, only to suffer
a heartbreaking 12-11 loss.
Despite the combination of attaining a new coach
and having an inexperienced
squad with no seniors, the
team has been working well
together to force wins against
tough competition. The program to beat this year is De
Smet who seemingly turns
out two quality squads year
after year. SLUH picked up
their second victory of the
season over De Smet’s B team,
which has lifted team spirits
going into the rest of their
season.
“This game was a hard
fought victory,” said junior

Sophomore Joe Lux (right) against Lindbergh this past Sunday.

Blake Johnson. “And we came
up with a really close victory.”
The clash against De
Smet B took place at Francis
Howell Central and despite
the extremely windy conditions, the Frisbills came out
on top 12-11.
The target players or

“Four Horsemen” include
Carson Berry, Chris Thornberry, Nathan Inserra, Drew
Wagner, and Johnson. The
“Four” is because there are
only four of these players on
the field at one time. There
job is to chase down the long
throws from the flickers (or
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throwers). The flickers are juniors Michael Esson and captain Joe Lux.
“We mix the good throwing techniques and the athleticism that we have and that
produces a lot of points,” said
Johnson.
With so many first-time

players, the team has had to
use a lot of time to practice
the fundamentals. This lack of
experience has been managed
exceptionally well because of
the team’s admirable workrate and ability to learn.
“I’ve had to do a lot more
skill development but these
kids are smart and they pick
up things fast,” said Bradley.
The Frisbills are working
on their throwing techniques.
The first-timers are not used
to all the dynamics yet and
are learning how to achieve a
more effective play style.
“Backhand is the simple
throw that everyone knows,”
said Johnson. “The forehand throw can give you
that extra edge in a match.”
Bradley has high expectations for his team and the
rest of the season. He has
praised the strength, athleticism, and learning ability of
the squad and looks towards
the rest of the season as a
chance for growth.
“Were gonna be a totally
different team,” said Bradley.
“We’re gonna be a lot stronger
and a lot more experienced.”

WOPO dominates early Track races along early in the
season, PRs across the board
in the season
(continued from page 5)

well. I also think we also need
to work on finishing strong
and always be swimming 100
percent to both defense and
offense.”
The Jr. Bills’ game plan
was to come out strong and
swim hard to really push the
tempo of the game.
“I think we did that, especially for the first quarter,
we really came out hard and
that pretty clearly worked
considering those two goals
we scored right away,” said
senior captain Dan Walsh.
“Ultimately, toward the end,
we ended up missing a lot of
shots which really killed us.”
This being the first loss
of the year, the players were
obviously upset, but the players kept an overall positive attitude and kept their heads up
for the next three games the
following day.
“We come up here for
the sole purpose of playing
games, and we definitely got
that today. So although it’s
hard to take a loss we’re definitely learning from this and
that’s what’s important to take
away from this,” said senior
captain Chris Kreienkamp.
The next morning the Jr.
Bills were hungry for redemption and found it in their 9:00
a.m. game against Mundelein.
The game ended in a 13-3 victory, with Kreienkamp leading the team with six goals.
Sophomore Joe Jellinek also
had a hat trick and Krause,
sophomores Nick Mattingly,
John Burke, and junior Matt
Milburn each ripped one goal.
Next up was host team
York, who also fell to the Jr.
Bills, 11-5. The scoring was
very evenly distributed, as
Kreienkamp snatched up a
hat trick, Burke and junior

Thomas Nordmann scored
twice and Jellinek, Krause,
Schuler, and senior Michael
Niese all scored once.
The final game played in
Chicago was against New Trier and ended in a victory and
fourth place finish in the tournament. The 14-6 win was a
good way to end the weekend.
“I hope that it was a
learning experience for the
underclassmen this weekend,
because I know that some of
them had never lost a SLUH
water polo game before,” said
O’Brien. “So although it sucks
that we can’t have an undefeated season anymore, this
was an opportunity to come
back from a loss and still keep
playing really well and be successful after.”
After this educational
out of state experience their
next game was against Marquette, the team predicted to
be SLUH’s biggest Missouri
threat this season. Luckily, senior Mark Franz, who earned
All-District Second Team
honors last spring, would be
back for the first time this
year to provide some more
firepower to an already formidable bench.
“I’m just excited to score
some goals,” said Franz. “I’ve
been working on making
quick moves in the set and
speeding up my shots. I’m
just trying to get back into the
groove.”
Marquette kept senior
goalie Jimmy Hogan busy;
Hogan made six saves in the
first quarter, and at the end
of the first half SLUH was in
the lead with a 12-0 shutout.
Franz had a hat trick and
was outscored only by Kreienkamp, who had five goals.
O’Brien, Nordmann, and
Krause each had two goals.

(continued from page 5)

at 5’10”, despite this being the
first time he has competed in
this event. Senior Laith Armouti and Goodwin jumped
40’8.5” and 40’3”, finishing
fourth and seventh, respectively. Senior Austin Hemken
and Armouti jumped 19’06”
and 18’8” in the long jump,
finishing fifth and ninth respectively. Evans finished
ninth in the discus at 126’03”,
and seventh at shot in 42’09”.
The team finished in fourth
place with 68 points, .25 away
from third place.
Last Friday, the team
traveled across the river to
East St. Louis to compete in
the Al Joyner Classic. The
team placed second at a meet
that had a strong focus on
the sprints and the jumps.
The 4x400 placed fourth
with a time of 3.42.65 with
junior Roman Lipinski having a very strong leadoff leg.
Jayson Ashford placed a very
close seventh in the 200 with
a time of 22.15. Butler placed
first in the 1600 with a time of
4:47 and junior William Kelly
placed second with a time of
4:55. McMurran placed fifth
in 300h with a time of 45.20.
Jayson Ashford also ran the
400, winning with a time of
51.08 while Lipinski placed

fifth with a time of 54.42.
The 4x2 placed sixth with
a time of 1.38.75. Goodwin
jumped 42-0 and got second
in the triple jump, Armouti
jumped 42-4.75 earning him
first place. McMurran jumped
5-10 placing third in the high
jump and Jackson jumped
6-2, a 4 inch PR to earn first
place. Jaleel Ashford won his
heat of 110 and placed sixth
overall with a time of 18.24.
The 4x100 placed third with
a time of 45.25. Evans threw
43’8 and Kroll threw 36’5.
Hruz and Smith went 1-2 in
pole vault reaching 11 ft and
8 ft respectively. Daniel Jackson placed eighth in the 200
with a time of 24.93, and Jaleel
Ashford ran 44.07 300. Daniel
McMurran placed sixth in the
long jump with 19’1.5” and
Evans threw 115 5” to place
fifth in the discus. The team
scored 127 points while East
St. Louis scored 204 and won
the meet.
Last Saturday, the Jr. Bills
sent a small varsity squad to
Chaminade to compete at the
All-Catholic Meet. Highlights
include: Hetlage running
10:24 in the 3200 run to get
third place, sophomore Paul
“Hurricane” Burka got eighth
place with a time of 10:35.
Laughlin was third in 1600

run with a time of 4:50, Hemken was third in the triple, the
4x200 relay finished in fourth
place, senior Brendan Underwood and freshman Maceo
Cummings went fifth and
sixth in the 110 hurdles. The
team finished in fifth place.
Tomorrow, the track
team will compete at the Dale
Collier Invitational, which
will be at Kirkwood High
school this year. This will be
the first meet that SLUH competes in where all returners
will race. This will be Isom’s
first meet in the past month
and a half. He has been limited because of injury and illness and will compete in the
110 hurdles and 300 hurdles.
This will also be Davidson’s
debut in the outdoor 800 and
1600, which are his speciality.
Jayson Ashford and Caldwell
will headline the 100, and David Jackson will look to win
the high jump. This will be a
very important meet for the
Jr. Bills, for powerhouse Blue
Springs will be at the meet
and it will be the first time that
the team races what Porter
considers a complete varsity
lineup. Despite the immense
pressure to compete well, the
Jr. Bills are looking forward to
the challenge.

“At the beginning of this
year, I think we were all like
barracudas; we were individually ferocious but we didn’t
work together,” junior Kyle
Irvine adeptly explained. “But
we have been working hard
and now we are more like a
school of bluefin tuna, we
have become a real good unit
that can be really effective in
the water. I feel confident in
the ability of my teammates.”

This cohesion was clearly
reflected in the Bills’ 16-3 win.
Last Tuesday the Spartans and Jr. Bills met at FoPo
CoCo’s pool for some Jesuit
competition. The final score
was 18-3.
The team started its run
in the De Smet Invite tournament with a game against
Kirkwood last night at Lindbergh. Sophomore Barclay
Dale will be moving up from

JV to play with the team in the
tourney, but will remain on
JV for the rest of the regular
season. This will be Dale’s first
experience on varsity.
This tournament includes the No. 2-ranked team
in Illinois, Stephenson. The
team plays at 4:40 against
Oakville at the St. Peter’s Rec
Plex.

Inline hits
rough patch
BY Ian Mulvihill
STAFF ARTIST

A

fter splitting its first two
games of the season, the
St. Louis U. High varsity inline
team has lost three of its last
four.
A close start in the match
against Francis Howell soon
gave way to a frenzy of goals in
the first period. After half, the
Bills trailed 6-2 still determined
to win. Although only giving
up two more in the second half,
the team struggled to score and
ended up losing 8-3.
In its next match against
Holt, the team came out focused and energized, scoring
within a minute of the puck
drop. After ten minutes of play,
the Bills had increased their
lead to 4-1. Showing up to play,
senior Connor FitzGerald had
a hat trick, with all of his goals
assisted by captain Sam Lockwood.
“Our seniors have really
led the team so far,” said junior
Matt Wulff. “Lockwood has
been doing great as our captain
and Connor always plays a big
part.”
Just as the Bills were getting comfortable with their
three-goal lead, Holt answered
with three of their own to tie
the game just before the half.
Holt outscored the Bills 5-3 in
the second half and SLUH lost
9-6.
“We just aren’t getting
back quick enough on defense,”
said junior Charlie West. “The
line wouldn’t fall back together
and the other team would get a
lot of odd man rushes.”
Frustrated with their
previous two losses, the Bills
turned around and battled
Oakville in an offensive rumble. Oakville opened up the
game with two early in the first
period, only to have SLUH one
up them by scoring three consecutive goals in response, one
on a power play. The lead was
short-lived, though, as Oakville
again scored two more to take
the lead 5-4 at half.
SLUH and Oakville traded
early goals in the second half,
and after four minutes, the Bills
had taken the lead 7-6. The attack did not stop there as they
would score two more and finish with their second win of the
season, 9-7.
The most recent game
against Seckman began with
high hopes when the first period ended with SLUH leading 3-2. Despite the slight lead
heading into the second, the
Bills came out flat-footed and
tired while letting up four in a
row.
“The team kind of fell
apart and I got a penalty, which
didn’t help,” said FitzGerald.
The once close game ended in a rough loss of 7-4 to drop
the team to 2-4 in the season.
The team remains confident in its ability to secure a
position in the playoffs.
“I think we won’t have too
much trouble with it (the playoffs),” said West. “It shouldn’t
be that hard and I think we’ll
start winning more soon.”
“We’ve had good runs in
the playoffs before and I think
that will continue this year,”
said Wulff.

SPORTS
Rugby wins Ruggerfest, continues streak

Prep News

April 15, 2016

Sam Rudder and John
Zetzman
BY

REPORTERS

A

fter a short week of practices following time off
over spring break, the Ruggerbills headed into one of
their biggest tournaments of
the year, Ruggerfest. The team
went to the tournament with
the frightening memories of
a heartbreaking loss to Bixby
in the championship the last
season.
Varsity headed into their
first game against a club from
Germantown, Tenn. After
an enthusiastic speech from
the coaches, the team rushed
out on the field, determined
to start the tournament off
right. Germantown had the
early possession as they slowly
rumbled down the field, but
the Ruggerbills fended off
the attack and struck back as
junior Henry Herzberg intercepted a pass and ran it back
for the first points of the tournament.
Feeling good about their
first points, SLUH ran up the

score to 26-0 with scores from
seniors Peter Genovese, Adam
Vonder Haar, and Chris Stahl.
After a nice rest and a
bountiful meal provided by
the parents, the Ruggerbills
were ready for another game
against the Naperville Chiefs.
The Chiefs, always a worthy
opponent, were a small team,
yet dealt the first injuries to
the SLUH team. Up early on
tries from junior Luke Sextro
and Stahl, Herzberg twisted
his ankle while taking off for
a ball. Also, the star of the
tournament, senior Chris
Campbell received a broken
nose from a random knee in
the scrum. With a few starters
out, the Ruggerbills pushed
forward and won 15-7.
For the championship
game the next day, SLUH was
faced with a new yet menacing opponent, the club team
Little Rock. For the third time
in two days, the boys took the
field, battered and exhausted.
The game began and after a
quick start, Campbell broke
through the try zone with

his broken nose still dripping
blood. The Ruggerbills were
on top 7-0 after a successful
conversion from Sextro.
The game continued
until a startling halt when
Genovese received a knee to
the face, taking him out of the
game with a concussion and
a broken jaw. A score from
Little Rock, an answer again
from Sextro, and then another score from Little Rock,
the halftime whistle blew and
SLUH ran off the field up by
four thanks to the missed conversions by Little Rock. With
another whistle, the second
half began.
“My adrenaline was
pumping. It was anyone’s
game at the beginning of the
second half and I knew we
had to score fast,” said Cambell.
The Ruggerbills did just
that. Campbell took the ball
from a scrum and ran over
the only defender to put the
team up 19-12. But the victory
was not secured just yet as
Little Rock stole the ball and

Tennis looks to Alton
rumbled back to tie the game
up at 19 with ten minutes re- Tournament
maining.
The hat trick try from
Campbell put the Bills up one
more time. In the closing minutes, desperate for a securing
victory try, junior Mike Ruggeri picked up the ball from
ten meters and ran past and
over five defenders for a finger-lickin good try. The try
was awarded and, with that, so
was the championship, with a
29-19 victory. After a hardfought weekend, the Ruggerbills had emerged victorious
and beaten up as they hoisted
up the trophy.
After a successful Ruggerfest tournament, the Jr.
Bills headed into a regular
season match against the Eureka Wildcats. Although the
Bills played a rough first half,
the team began with a strong
second half leading to their
34-13 victory. Sextro was instrumental in the team’s win,
along with senior Jeff Cooley.

Baseball continues dominance of MCC
(continued from page 5)

put up an impressive outing as
well. Both pitchers went headto-head until the fifth inning,
when the Cadets scored the
first run of the game off of a
Jr. Bill error.
But the Bills would not
go silently, and in the seventh
inning, they tied the game up.
Sophomore Ricky Browne
lined a single up the middle,
and then advanced to second
and third base thanks to a pair
of Cadet errors. Senior catcher Joe Warnecke then laid
down a sacrifice bunt, scoring

Browne and forcing the game
into extra innings.
“It’s always hard to beat
a team like CBC, but having
such a close game against one
of the best pitchers we will
face is definitely a good sign”
said Stephens.
But in the top of the
eighth inning, CBC plated
two runs off of a pair of passed
balls to regain the lead.
In the bottom of the
eighth, the Bills started another comeback with a pair of
singles by Stephens and Safarian to start the inning. After

a fielder’s choice and a walk,
SLUH had the bases loaded
with only one out, but the Bills
couldn’t score and fell 3-2 to
the Cadets, dropping them to
1-2 in MCC play.
“It wasn’t our best game,
but we gave them everything
we had, and we never gave up
on ourselves,” stated Brinkman. “We were in the game
from start to finish.”
The Jr. Bills were back
in action a few days later in a
district matchup against the
Kirkwood Pioneers with Baker looking for his third victory.

The Pioneers scored two runs
early in the first to take a 2-0
lead, but the Bills came right
back with two of their own in
the bottom half of the inning
to tie the game. After another
run in the second, the Bills
took a 3-2 lead. The offense
exploded in the sixth inning,
scoring six insurance runs to
pave the way to a 9-3 victory
against their district rival.
The Jr. Bills will travel to
Kentucky this weekend to take
on Briarcrest, Marshall, and
Greenwood this Friday and
Saturday.

Varsity Sports Reports
Key Stat: Perotti led the team
with a +1 36. Jack Wachter
added a 39 and Sam Bricker
shot 41.

Bulldog Battle—Winghaven
Country Club in St. Charles
With a total of 316, the Bills
4/01
took second place, three beVianney		
249
hind Marquette.
SLUH		
244
4/13
Michael Rackers 77
Key Stat: Michael Rackers 38 Laker Invitational—Old Kin- Jack Wachter 79
Scott Berger 39
derhook Golf Course at the Louie Perotti 79
Louie Perotti 40
Lake of the Ozarks
Max Twardowski 81
SLUH had a team total of
4/04
320, taking fourth place, just Next match: Webster Cup
Chaminade
246
five strokes behind champion on 4/18 at 9 a.m. at Crescent
SLUH		
253
Marquette.
Farms
Key Stat: Andrew St. John 40, Michael Rackers 77
		
Sam Bricker 41
Jack Wachter 80
		
Max Twardowski 41 Max Twardowski 81
Louie Perotti 82
4/8
4/05
Scott Berger 83
SLUH 		
2
De Smet		
233
Parkway South
0
SLUH		
242
4/14

Varsity Golf

Volleyball

7

4/11
SLUH
2
Ft. Zumwalt South 0
4/12
SLUH		
DeSmet

1
2

4/13
SLUH		
Marquette

2
0
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into singles, but we didn’t expect Lindbergh to be as good
as they were, so that was a little bit of a surprise. I have faith
that if we get them later in the
season, we can pull out a big
win,” said Bott.
Two days after the evenly
matched outing against Lindbergh, the Jr. Billikens squared
off against conference rival
CBC. In a strong effort, the
squad won 6-3.
“They were talking a lot
of smack about how they were
going to win districts and the
MCC,” said Amin. “It was a
good win.”
Thanks to one of the bet-

ter wins of the year, the team
is rejuvenated.
“We started out a little
slow, but we always finish
strong,” said Amin.
With a 3-4 record, the Jr.
Bills are still looking to win
both the MCC and a district
title. After last season, where
they finished second in the
MCC, the Jr. Bills have defeated each of their conference rivals so far (Vianney,
Chaminade, CBC) with only
De Smet left to play.
The tennis team’s next
match will be in the Alton
Tournament on Saturday,
April 16.

Lacrosse keeps momentum
(continued from page 5)

at the end of the first quarter.
After a man-up goal from
senior Mike Hall with three
minutes left, the momentum
was clearly on SLUH’s side.
But Webster came roaring back in the second quarter,
dominating time of possession and scoring the only two
goals of the quarter within a
minute to bring SLUH’s lead
to only one going into half.
“We came out with a
strong start, but then kind of
just chilled out in the quarter,”
said Gilbert. “We started to
fall apart with penalties and
not possessing the ball, and
really got away from what was
working.”
The Laxbills reclaimed
momentum almost instantly
in the third. Senior middie Pat
Flood scored 51 seconds into
the quarter, followed by goals
from freshman Charlie Carse
and senior David Stolz, all
within the span of three minutes. The Bills then went on to
outscore Webster 3-2 for the
rest of the quarter, including

an amazing goal by Carse off
of a no-look pass from sophomore Pete O’Malley.
The team then finished
the game strong, outscoring Webster 4-2 in the fourth
quarter to secure the victory.
“We got our confidence
and our flow back, and really
felt in control of the game,”
said Gilbert.
“We scored a few goals,
took the momentum back,
and just left our foot on the
gas,” said junior middie Nolan
Corker.
One of the few sour
points of the night was when
star senior attack and team
captain Patrick Durnien broke
his collarbone. Durnien, who
contributes goals regularly
for SLUH, will be out for six
weeks and the remainder of
the season, though if SLUH
were to make it to the state final game, there is a possibility
he could play.
The Laxbills will next
travel to Crestview Middle
School in order to take on Lafayette at 6 p.m. tonight.

Spring Senior
Athletic Signing Day

Next game: Parkway Central
Tournament today

—Andrew
Modder and Jake
Swyres contributed reporting.
photo | Sulli Wallisch

Thursday Nightbeat
Thursday night, the St. Louis U. High
Water Polo team defeated Kirkwood at Lindbergh in the first night of the De Smet Invitation 21-1. Mark Franz had five goals. This
was the team’s first game in an 8-lane pool.
The team traditionally plays in a 6-lane pool.
Also, the Rugby team topped De Smet
44-14. Despite going down 14-7 early in
the game, junior Buck Chevalier and senior Jack Cantwell had pivotal tries.

Soccer wins
Scholastic Award
The St. Louis U. High Varsity
Soccer team was presented the
“Outstanding Scholastic Achievement Award” by the Missouri State
High School Activities Association.

Signing day in the Field House. Left to right: Anthony
Sansone, Aidan Moore, Trey Haman, Ty Frederking, and
Anthony Delia

Joe Butler - Spring Hill College - Cross Country/Track
Robert Caldwell - Memphis University - Track
Anthony Delia - NYU - Baseball
Cade Dernlan - Spring Hill College - Cross Country/Track
Tyler Frederking - SLU - Soccer
Trey Haman - Missouri S&T - Soccer
Shawn Hughes - Ohio State University - Volleyball
Michael Krause - McKendree University - Water Polo
Jake Lepak - Macalester College - Cross Country/Track
Aidan Moore - Illinois Wesleyan University - Lacrosse
Anthony Sansone - DePauw University - Football
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Around the Hallways
New Gadfly episode out today
After three weeks of dedicated
work, Gadfly TV will release
an 11-and-a-half minute episode today. The main sketch
centers around one English
teacher—and his true dream.
While also working on a serious piece about Senior Project, senior Kevin Strader is
a bit hesitant since most students assume Gadfly is purely
comedy. There are also plans
for a senior goodbye video.

any major bumps,” according
Juniors of Billiken Birthday to Kleffner.
Bash holds first party
New senior retreat held in
On April 2, 2016, three juniors the wilderness
organized a birthday party for Nine seniors and three faculty
math teacher Julie Moeser’s members met at Meramec
son, Charlie. Eddie Reedy, State Park last Wednesday for
Adam Kleffner, and Henry the first ever Wilderness ReByrne hosted the party in the treat, which featured a series
Danis Field House, where the of talks followed by reflective
kids invited played soccer and hikes over two and half days.
wiffle ball. The treat was choc- The retreat was originally
olate drops, and the juniors ar- planned to start directly after
ranged for the Jr. Billiken to be school on Wednesday, but
at the party. The juniors plan was moved back to 7:00 to alto use this birthday bash as a low seniors to attend the wake
template for bashes to come, of Lucy Nile, the mother of
as it “ran smoothly without senior Tim Nile. Yoga, drone-
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ing, and fishing filled the time
not allotted for hiking, and a
campfire on Thursday night
was also featured.

racism, and homophobia. On but its not. As Catholics, we
Thursday in Campus Ministry are called to help the opduring Activity Period all the pressed, and this week is really
social justice clubs gathered going to help that message get
for an ice cream social, allow- out to the student body,” said
Justice League hosts inaugu- ing people to come talk to the Finucane.
ral Justice Week
clubs and get ice cream at the
Campus Ministry organized a same time. “Everyone likes to —Sam Chechik, Jack Sinay,
Social Justice Week this past think that justice is optional, Sam Goedeker.
week to raise awareness for
social justice and related clubs Saturday, April 16
around SLUH. The week was
V Tennis @ Alton Tournament
created by the Social Justice V Volleyball @ Parkway Tournament
League, which is mainly stu- V Water Polo @ Rec-Plex (De Smet Invitational)
dent driven while moderated 8:00am Incoming Freshman Placement Exam
by theology teacher and Cam9:00am
V/JV Track @ Kirkwood (Dale Collier 			
pus Minister Dan Finucane.
Invitational)
Morning prayer services ad10:00am V Baseball @ Kentucky Trip
dressed the culture of sexism,

Sunday, April 17

Former SLUH Jesuit inspires 1961 film

8:00am

JV/C Inline hockey vs. Seckman

9:30am

Grandparents Mass in Si Commons

6:00pm

Mom Prom

story about Clark’s
amazing life. After searching
SLUH’s archives and taking advantage of the English
Department’s extensive media
library, there seemed to be no
trace of the 1961 film starring
Don Murray, an actor who
had been recently nominated
for an Oscar for his role in Bus
Stop with Marilyn Monroe.
Murray also developed the
screenplay with the help of
Clark. Luckily, Amazon Prime
said they could have it to me
in two days.
While watching the film,
I came upon my first startling
conclusion. Not only was
SLUH a featured location in a
movie about some “hoodlum
priest,” but it also laid claim to
Clark, who taught theology at
SLUH in the 1930s! I decided
to do more research on the
main character of the film.
According to historian
Max Kaiser, Clark was born in
1902 in Pennsylvania, one of
13 children in an Irish immigrant family. After a difficult
childhood that is covered
briefly in the film, Clark was
ordained a Jesuit priest and
was sent to St. Louis to teach
theology in 1935. In the 1935
yearbook, Clark is listed as
Assistant Principal at SLUH.
While in St. Louis, Father
Clark became well known to
those on the margins of society, specifically convicts and
criminals. In fact, the opening
scene of Hoodlum Priest
depicts two criminals asking
Father Clark for a place to
hide out after they rob a club.
To those raised and educated
in Jesuit ideals, Clark’s actions
seem to be noble, but in the
1930s they weren’t accepted by
the general population.
The film depiction of
Clark shows a man who felt
called to assist the convicts
rather than teach at SLUH. In
a scene roughly three minutes
long, both the façade of SLUH

Monday, April 18
AP

Snack—Pizza Sticks

Lunch

Special—Hand-made Pizza
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese

9:00am

V Golf @ Webster Cup

3:30pm

C Golf vs. Chaminade

4:00pm

JV Tennis vs. De Smet

4:00pm

V Tennis vs. De Smet

4:30pm

C Baseball vs. Westminster Christian

6:00pm

Advisory Committee for Student Affairs Meeting

AP

Snack—Chicken Rings

Lunch

Special—Redi Ribs and Country Fried Steak
Vegetarian—Olive Oil Pasta

3:30pm

JV Golf vs. Chaminade

3:30pm

V Golf vs. Chaminade

4:00pm

C Track @ Kirkwood C Track Invitational

4:00pm

JV Track @ Webster JV Track Invitational

4:00pm

C Volleyball vs. Saint Mary’s

4:15pm

C Baseball vs. Lindbergh

4:30pm

B Baseball vs. Vianney

4:30pm

C Lacrosse vs. Westminster Christian

5:00pm

JV Lacrosse vs. MICDS

5:00pm

JV Volleyball vs. Saint Mary’s

6:00pm

V Volleyball vs. Saint Mary’s

7:00pm

V Lacrosse vs. MICDS

7:00pm

V Baseball vs. Vianney

7:00pm

JV Water Polo vs. Kirkwood

8:00pm

V Water Polo vs. Kirkwood

AP

Snack—Bosco Sticks

Lunch

Special—Chicken Club Wraps
Vegetarian—Black Bean Burger

8:00am

Faculty In-Service

3:30pm

JV Golf vs. Vianney

3:30pm

V Golf vs. Vianney

4:15pm

B Baseball vs. Belleville West

4:15pm

JV Tennis vs. MICDS

4:15pm

V Tennis vs. MICDS

4:30pm

B Baseball vs. Belleville West

4:30pm

C Baseball vs. Kirkwood

4:30pm

JV Water Polo vs. Marquette

9:00pm

JV/C Inline Hockey vs. Northwest

AP

Freshman Class Meeting
Snack—Cheese Sticks

Lunch

Special—Domino John’s Hut Pizza (listed as 			
“Domino’s Johns” on menu)
Vegetarian—Sweet Potatoes
V Track @ Kansas Invitational

4:00pm

V and 3/2 Rugby vs. Priory @ SLUH

4:00pm

C Volleyball vs. Vianney

4:30pm

C Baseball vs. Collinsville

4:30pm

V Baseball vs. Bishop Du Bourg @ SLUH

4:30pm

JV Water Polo vs. Parkway West

5:00pm

JV Volleyball vs. Vianney

5:30pm

V Water Polo vs. Parkway West

6:00pm

V Volleyball vs. Vianney

(continued from page 1)
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Clark during his days as
SLUH’s Assistant Principal.

and alumni fields of SLUH are
shown bustling with students
and football players while
Clark, played by Don Murray,
complains that he can’t be at
parent-teacher conferences
because he has to attend to
criminals. This scene is the
SLUH campus’ shining moment, the original reason why
I decided to watch the film.
Even though it was cool to see
my school in a movie, I soon
became much more interested
in Clark’s story.
As the film continues,
Clark attempts to establish a
“halfway house” that would
come to be known as Dismas House, named after St.
Dismas, the man who hung
on the cross next to Jesus.
According to Clark, Dismas is
the only person in the entire
Bible that is explicitly promised heaven. Clark earned
a contract with the federal
government, making Dismas
House the first halfway house
in America, housing up to
60 ex-convicts at a time with
hopes of rehabilitating them
to society and setting them up
for success.
At the time, Clark’s actions were unconventional and
even resulted in charges being
brought against him in court
for attempting to aid and abet
criminals. After the charges
were dropped, the federal
government gave Clark a grant
and the Society of Jesus released Clark from his teaching
duties so that he could pursue
his true calling in social work.
After watching Hoodlum
Priest and as my research progressed, it quickly became apparent that Dismas Clark was
a polarizing figure who almost
single-handedly introduced
the idea of a halfway house to
the United States. I was excited
to stumble upon such an interesting part of SLUH history,
but I was also confused as to
why I had never learned about
Clark, assuming that maybe
there was controversy that had
kept Clark in the shadows of
SLUH tradition. With a little
digging, I came across an article written by Dennis Brown
of the Riverfront Times.
Brown claims that the last
time actor and screenwriter
Don Murray saw Clark was
in a courtroom, suggesting
that Clark eventually pulled
his support of the film about
his life. However, even if the
film carried any controversy, it
seemed that Clark’s legacy was
still worth preserving.
In an attempt to learn

more about Clark and to
discover why no one at SLUH
knew anything about him,
I first talked to members of
SLUH Campus Ministry, hoping that they would know a
thing or two about the perfect
role model for “serving the
margins of society.” To my disbelief, none of them had ever
heard the name before. One
of them recognized Dismas
House.
Luckily, a giant house
filled with Jesuits exists on
SLUH’s campus, so I went
to talk to Fr. Carl Heumann,
SJ, who said the name rang
a bell, but he had never met
him personally. On the same
visit I spoke with Fr. Charles
Ferrara, ’75, who said that the
“hoodlum priest” sounded
familiar. The group referred
me to Father Ralph Houlihan,
SJ. Finally, I seemed to have
a lead!
Houlihan was able to authenticate the story I had seen
in the film and researched
online, and was a teacher at
SLUH when The Hoodlum

States Province. The archives,
located in the Central West
End, are led by Dr. David
Miros, Ph.D. with whom I
spoke with over the phone.
With the help of Miros, I was
able to submit a request form
to the archive. All I can do
now is hope that something
comes back.
While browsing the State
Historical Society of Missouri’s records to check some
of the film’s facts, I discovered
that Dismas House officially
opened in 1959. By the time
he died in 1963, Clark had
helped thousands of men in
rehabilitation after prison.
Even some of his staunchest
critics couldn’t refute a 98
percent success rate in keeping
ex-convicts from going back
to jail. His house became a
model for halfway houses
across the country. Today,
Dismas House stands on Cote
Brilliante, just off of North
Kingshighway Blvd. and is run
by the federal government,
not the Jesuits. However,
despite the fact that it has lost
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Students and athletes appearing in The Hoodlum Priest.

Priest was filmed in 1960-61.
However, he suggested that I
talk to the SLUH Archivists to
find more info. He also mentioned that the Jesuit archives
might have more info on the
topic since they literally keep a
box with the possessions of all
late Jesuits.
The SLUH Archivists—
members of the classes of ’63
and ’64 whose sole goal is to
make sure that SLUH history
is properly preserved—were
students at SLUH when the
movie was filmed. They too
remembered the excitement
of having a movie star on
campus, but did not have
much information on Clark,
though the archives are far
from completion still.
Finally, I followed one
last lead which took me to the
very source of any remaining
information: the Jesuit Archives for the Central United

its connections to the Society
of Jesus, the fact remains that
Clark, fueled by Jesuit ideals of
solidarity and serving people
on the margins, founded a
national program of halfway
houses.
In the end, I found that
Clark’s story hadn’t completely
disappeared, it had just been
lost among all of SLUH’s
other glowing achievements.
The Hoodlum Priest won
the OCIC Award (formally
given to a Christian film) at
the Cannes Film Festival in
France, arguably one of the
most illustrious film festivals
in the world, yet somehow its
memories had slipped through
the cracks. One intriguing question remains: How
many other SLUH traditions,
legacies, and achievements are
similarly forgotten?
—Andrew Pluff contributed
reporting.
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Regular Schedule

Freshman Class Mass
Snack—Cinnamon Rolls

Lunch

Special—Baked Chicken
Vegetarian—Pasta
V Golf @ Indiana
V Track @ Kansas Relays
3:30pm

C Golf vs. Chaminade

4:00pm

JV Volleyball vs. O’Fallon Township

4:30pm

C Baseball vs. Vianney

5:00pm

V Volleyball vs. O’Fallon Township

7:30pm

Spring Art Show

9:00pm

V Inline Hockey vs. Fort Zumwalt West
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