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The Other
Wes
Moore
chosen as
summer
reading
book

Canvas pilot
extended to
next year
BY Sam Chechik
CORE STAFF

A

lthough St. Louis U.
High will not fully adopt
Canvas as its learning management system (LMS) for
the 2016-2017 school year,
more teachers and students
will bolster this year’s pilot
program to extend into next
year.
Canvas, a digital system that connects aspects of
Google Drive, PowerSchool,
Turnitin.com, and other programs in one place, in a pilot
with 18 teachers and 593 students during the second semester yielded mixed results.
“It’s a good idea to look
at how an LMS could help
us and by us, I mean both
students and faculty,” said

BY Joseph Reznikov and
Andrew Pluff
CORE STAFF

T

continued on page 4 Set the world on fire. Looking out over the Sheridan Stadium. For more, see page 16.

Cotter to leave SLUH
after 36 years

artwork | Liam Connolly

BY Ethan McIntyre
FEATURES EDITOR

A

fter 36 years of work at
St. Louis U. High, Assistant to the Principal Jan Cotter will be retiring this May
in order to spend more time
with her family and do volunteer work.
Cotter originally came
to SLUH 36 years ago. At the
time, Cotter was a high school
teacher who had moved all
over Missouri before ending
up at SLUH. Cotter spent two
years teaching at Cuba High
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R. Moran transitions to
semi-retirement

artwork | Liam Connolly

BY Sam Heagney
FEATURES EDITOR

E

nglish teacher Rich Moran has taught at his post
long enough to see every
book in the sophomore curriculum change, but Moran’s
consistent care for others has
been an anchor through his
36 years of full-time work,
which is coming to an end

this year; he will teach only
two sections next year.
In 1979, Moran returned
home after teaching senior
English at a public school in
Burlington Mass. for three
years. He came back to St.
Louis to work with a few
friends on the Wichita Housing Company, which operat-

continued on page 10

he St. Louis U. High community will go on an adventure this summer, delving
into the life of Wes Moore and
Wes Moore (yes, there are two
of them), through the yearly
bonding experience known
as summer reading. This year,
the Social Studies Department chose the book—The
Other Wes Moore, by Wes
Moore.
The book—a true story
and a national bestseller—
follows the the author, Wes
Moore, as he examines the life
he has lived. Moore, a Rhodes
Scholar, a decorated combat
veteran, a White House Fellow, and a business leader,
has led a very successful life.
The adventure begins when
Moore reads a news story
about a man with the same
name, from around the same
area, and in very similar situation. However, the other Wes
Moore is serving a life sentence in prison for a murder.
The Social Studies Department wanted a book that
would pertain to topics taught
in Social Studies classes, and
be exciting and relevant
enough to make it readable
and enjoyable for students.
“We were trying to find
something that had to do
with social issues,” said Social Studies teacher Kevin
Foy. “We wanted it to have a

continued on page 4

A conversation with Dr. John Moran

E

photos | Brendan Voigt and Jack Schweizer

See pages 8 and 9
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News

One final look around the halls
Birds, fire alarms, awards and
more—just another week out of
the school year at SLUH. Page 4
Opinion

Letter: Pornography impurity
One sophomore writes about the
dangers of submitting to pornography as a corrupt simulation of
our own natural sexuality. Page 3

ditor in Chief Leo K. Heinz sat down with
Principal Dr. John Moran in his office on
Tuesday for 40 minutes, talking about Moran’s
well-known decisions during his eight years
here as well as his drive to Portland, Maine
this summer.
Leo K. Heinz: Thank you for doing this.
I’d like to start at the beginning of your time
here. What interested you in moving to the
Midwest, to St. Louis and to this school of all
places? I know you were considering many.
Dr. John Moran: When I finished a de-

Thanks

Thank you, everyone!
It’s time for some acknowledgements, and we here at the Prep
News know that we couldn’t have
made a paper without your help.
So thank you, and here’s to a great
year! Pages 1-16
Features

A bonehead says goodbye
Politics teacher Bill Brown retires after six years of teaching at
SLUH and over 40 years of teaching in general. Page 2

gree program at Boston College and I had
been at my previous school for 14 years in a
couple of administrative roles, but as we started to look at the principal’s role, my wife and
I knew that this may be an opportunity for us
to live somewhere outside of New England,
which was something that we were interested in doing, so we did. We cast a net pretty
widely.
And I would say right from the start, it
was specifically Dave Laughlin and the St.

Sports

Baseball wins Districts
After losing the last game of the
regular season to Parkway South,
the Jr. Bills rally to win their 26th
straight district title with a 9-6
win against Ladue and a 6-5 win
against Vianney. Page 12
Sports

WoPo treads in glory
Allowing only a single goal from
Lindbergh, the SLUH water polo
team wins its 18th State Championship, 10-1. Page 12
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Brown leaves after 43 years in the classroom, six at SLUH
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Brown during an AP U.S. Government class this year.
BY Galen Bacharier
CORE STAFF

A

fter six years of teaching
AP U.S. Government at
St. Louis U. High and over 40
total years of teaching, social
studies teacher Bill Brown
has decided to retire after this
school year, bidding farewell
to a community in which he
is beloved for both his teaching and relationship with students outside the classroom.
Despite Brown’s passion
for teaching and SLUH as a
whole, his growing dislike of
grading and seemingly endless papers led to his decision
to hang up his hat.
“I enjoy the interaction
with students, I enjoy the
lecture, I enjoy taking a topic
and trying to dissect it with
a class,” said Brown. “What I
didn’t enjoy was grading 60
essays.”
Without the burden of
long school days and grading,
Brown will be dedicating his
time in retirement primarily to the book that he’s been

working on for several years.
Brown’s book is inspired by a
former German soldier, soccer superstar, and Soviet prisoner of war during World War
II whom he met years ago.
The soldier was put into a village for manual labor, and remained there for several years
after the war as a prisoner.
Despite slow progress,
Brown is enthusiastic about
the project, and excited to
make significant headway in
the coming years.
“I’ve been working on it
since Moby Dick was a minnow, and I haven’t gotten as
far as I’d like,” said Brown.
“That may finally come to
fruition now that I’m retired.”
Brown’s stint at SLUH
was originally a part-time,
one-semester deal; after many
years teaching at Eureka, he
was planning to retire. However, psychology teacher Tom
Kickham reached out to him,
familiar with his work at Eureka, and eventually Brown
was hired for a semester as a

fill-in for Dr. Paul Michaelson.
Brown’s official time at
SLUH began amidst sorrow;
Michaelson had passed away
after a battle with cancer just
days before the year began.
“I came in expecting
to do a semester. … After
all that, Dr. Moran and Mr.
Becvar asked me to stay, and
before I knew it, it was six
years later.”
Before arriving at SLUH,
Brown had an illustrious
career, meshing his teaching with his passion for his
subject matter. In addition
to teaching AP U.S. Government, he was a National
Question Leader for the exam
for several years, and he even
created a prep book for the
exam in 2005 with a fellow
teacher and friend.
Brown’s teaching philosophy included two main
principles: connecting with
students on a personal level
and maintaining a relationship of mutual respect with
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says farewell to a class at the sponsibility.
“I never felt like it was my
end of a semester, he aims to
respect every student, and for job to push an agenda, it was
them to reciprocate the senti- my job to give a well-rounded
view of liberals and conservament.
Brown’s enjoyment of tives, Democrats and Repubteaching AP Government has licans, and let the students
primarily stemmed from the make their own minds up,” he
wide variety of opinions he’s said. “It’s not my job to teach
watched students form about you what to think, I teach you
both him and themselves.
to think. … That’s why they
“A student would turn make chocolate and vanilla.
in their final at the end of the There are choices in life, and I
year, and say ‘Mr. Brown, I think the idea is to present the
know you’re a liberal Demo- ideas and let students make
crat because you said this and the decisions themselves.”
this,’” said Brown. “Then a
His stint at SLUH has
student two seats away would only bolstered his love for
say ‘Mr. Brown, I know you’re teaching and the students he
an evangelical conservative teaches.
because you said this and this.’
“I remember Mr. KickIf you get that at the end of ham once said to me, ‘you
the semester, it makes you feel leave part of your heart and
good about your teaching.”
soul here at SLUH. Part of
Despite the generally your blood.’ Teaching wasn’t
photo | Mrs. Kathy Chott touchy nature of the subject, just my job, it was my profesBrown believes that it’s im- sion. I was completely and toeach and every person. For portant to first instill ideas in tally dedicated to it.”
him, one-on-one casual con- students’ minds; letting them —David Gordon contributed
versations are a vital aspect of sort through them is their re- reporting
being a great teacher.
“I think teachers would
be wise to remember that
students don’t care what you
know, until they know that
you care,” said Brown. “If I
treat you as nothing more
than a number, another student, and don’t make a personal connection with you,
I’ve short-changed that opportunity I had as a teacher.”
His connections with
students aren’t based in quality of work, or their grades.
Rather, he has valued effort
and respect first and foremost.
“Grades are going to be
forgotten. … It’s about the
memories and the interactions. I won’t remember a single person’s grade when I walk
out these doors. If I see them
at the mall, I remember if they
were an honest, hard-working
student.”
For Brown, respect
Brown speaking at Graduation in 2013, the year he received the
trumps popularity. When he
photo | courtesy of HRI Imaging
Faculty Appreciation Award.

From the PN Vault: a conversation with Principal Schenkenberg

T

hirteen years ago this
week, editor in chief
Brian Kane sat down with
Principal Mary Schenkenberg for a year in review conversation. Questions about
technology and the role of
women at SLUH spanned
the wide range of topics discussed, along with questions
regarding STUCO’s role in
the school as well as a theft
ring that was discovered midway through the year. Schenkenberg reflected on her role
as the first female principal
at SLUH as well as how technology could be integrated
into education. At the time,
she spoke of getting Smartboards for classrooms, which
she hoped would allow teachers the freedom to lead class
through Powerpoint presentations. The conversation as
a whole was similar in tone
to the conversation between
editor in chief Leo Heinz and
current Principal John Moran
published on pgs. 6-7 in this
week’s issue. Schenkenberg
left SLUH in 2007, which was
followed by a short search period before Moran took over
in 2008.
—Compiled by Jack Sinay and
Ethan McIntyre

clippings | Prep News Volume 67, Issue 31
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Letter
Pornography violates all aspects of the Grad at Grad
To the editors:
It is my hope that this letter raises awareness about a
troubling issue that likely affects some young men in our
community: pornography. Its
usage violates each of the five
aspects of SLUH’s “Graduate at Graduation” and our
own human dignity. Because
it socializes us to discount
true love at the promotion of
sexuality without responsibility, pornography erodes our
natural ability to encounter
God’s love in the gifts of life
and human relationships. It
entices our minds and hearts

to what is artificial, pulling us
away from learning about true
intimacy, all for a moment of
euphoria that contains nothing
lasting or real. Pornography
consumption also morphs our
view of females from one of
children of God who demand
our respect and honor into one
of sexual objectification.
Because of its significant
effect on our still-forming
brains, pornography reduces our sense of openness to
growth by detracting from a
pursuit of integrity and excellence. Studies soundly justify
the dangers of pornography
on a developing mind. Knowledge of brain chemistry makes

clear a connection between
behavioral patterns that trigger
people to specific behaviors.
As our experiences naturally
mold and form our sexuality,
artificial interactions with pornography that release explosive
emotions engrain conviction
to repeat the act. Dopamine
release fuels both a tension and
craving for what produces it,
and sooner or later, pornography becomes less a free choice
and more an addiction, an addiction that needs to be treated
with honesty, compassion, and
hope.
In addition to these truths
about pornography’s danger
to individuals, pornography

Prep News Volume 80

Platform

As the student-run newspaper of St.
Louis University High School, the Prep
News is a weekly publication that strives to
inform the SLUH community about events
and people, with its focus on those pertaining to the school, primarily through the
written word.
The Prep News is neither the voice of
the administration nor the students. Rather, the newspaper serves to gather and distribute information for the entire school.
The Prep News editors and staff members
make every effort to be objective in their
news coverage and editing.
The members of the editorial staff
are co-workers and share equally the duties of writing, copy-editing, layout, and
staff management. All of the editors share
responsibility and leadership of the paper.
The editors are supported by a core staff of
regular reporters as well as artists and photographers.
It is the role of the editors to seek out
and facilitate the reporting of all significant
news at SLUH. While any faculty member
or student is welcome to submit suggestions to the editors for potential articles,
the Prep News is never obligated to publish
any article idea.
Our primary emphasis as editors of
the Prep News is upon clear and accurate
writing and careful editing. We also attempt to include visual expression—photography, drawing, technical aids, etc.— in

every issue and on our web site. Despite
our desire to make the paper visually appealing, we commit ourselves not to allow
form to supersede substance.
The editorial staff will use social media to communicate with the paper’s readership and to update students about SLUH
events and highlight the paper’s content.
The editors will not allow their goal of
speed and accessibility online to weaken
their commitment to accuracy and depth.
The Prep News strongly encourages
underclassman involvement, and our office on the second floor of the Jesuit Wing,
room J220, is always open for involvement,
criticism, praise, or suggestions. Contributed student opinions are also welcome
under the Prep News Editorial Policy.
Without student reaction and feedback,
the Prep News could not function.
If the Prep News is inaccurate, we will
correct any significant error in the following issue and on our web site as soon as
possible.
Furthermore, the editors assume sole
responsibility for the text of news and
sports articles, features, and editorials.
We ask faculty or students who take issue
with the manner in which the news was
reported or find an error to bring it to the
attention of the editors, not the individual
reporters.
This is the platform of the editors of
Volume LXXX of the Prep News.

Prep News Volume 80

Editorial Policy

The Volume 80 Prep News opinion
section serves the purpose of being the
vehicle of the personal opinions of students, faculty, or others. All topics discussed in the section will be related to St.
Louis University High School.
Nothing published either as an editorial or as a letter to an editor should be
considered the opinion of the school, the
administration, or anyone other than its
author or authors.
A Prep News editorial is the opinion
of all four editors on a particular topic.
A commentary or column is an
opinion of one member of the Prep News
staff, not of the Prep News itself.
A perspective or notebook, like a
commentary, is the opinion of one person, often a Prep News staff member.
Unlike a commentary, such a piece
is often intended primarily to convey a
personal experience rather than to provide a viewpoint on an issue. Unlike a letter, such pieces are usually developed at
the request of, and sometimes under the
guidance of, the Prep News editors.
Every member of the SLUH community is welcomed and encouraged to

submit a letter to the editors. Every letter received by the editors will be read
and given consideration. All letters must
be signed, but the author’s name may be
withheld from publication by request and
at the discretion of the editors.
The Prep News editors reserve the
right to edit any submissions for publication in order to meet grammatical standards, but they will not skew the author’s
original intent. Also, the editors reserve
the right to withhold from publication
any submission if it is deemed vulgar,
tasteless, or otherwise inappropriate. Authors should be available for the editors
to contact them before publication to address matters of concern.
All authors wishing to have letters
published must submit them by 4:00 p.m.
the Wednesday before the letter is to be
published.
Letters should be e- mailed to
prepnews@sluh.org, and if possible a
signed copy should be given to a Prep
News editor or moderator or mailed to
the Prep News courtesy of St. Louis University High School, 4970 Oakland, St.
Louis, MO 63110.

poses an incredible danger to
societies and a commitment
to doing justice. It provides the
field from which man harvests
immense profit—$32 billion
annually—through
human
and sex trafficking. What kind
of culture promotes such a demand for forced, illegal sex? It
would be naive to not consider
the ways that the global pornography industry, estimated
to pull in $100 billion a year,
feeds the demand for human
trafficking. By privately clicking on a pornographic image
or video, an individual increases the demand for it, reinforces
toxic habits and beliefs that
run afoul to Christian beliefs

about love, and implicitly contributes to a real problem of
social justice.
The dangers of this unjustifiable global industry and
habit must be addressed and
halted, especially in our community. Not only does it violate
standards of the Graduate at
Graduation, but it contradicts
the very basis of what “men for
others” stands for. The political activist Susan Sontag once
claimed, “What pornography
is really about, ultimately, isn’t
sex, but death.” A death to our
values. A death to our morals.
And a death to standards that
elevate people to achieve greatness. Together, it is time we
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Note: The letter was written as part of Mr. Brian Gilmore’s theology class, which studied the threat of pornography to
notions of love, human development and the way in which
pornography can interfere.. The
class completed a project where
they wrote hypothetical letters
to the Prep News, each with the
goal of raising awareness on this
subject. This letter was the winning submission, as voted on by
the students in the class.
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SLUH not fully implementing Canvas next year
(continued from page 1)

math and computer science
teacher Dan See. “The idea is
to consolidate the places that
students have to go and the
places teachers have to go to
communicate digitally and
to post information and have
other benefits.”
After deliberating at a
Friday, April 29 meeting, the
Technology
Committee—
consisting of various faculty
members from different departments, Director of Educational Technology Andrea
Nunziante, and Principal John
Moran—has decided that
SLUH will continue to experiment with Canvas for at least
the first semester of next year
and then evaluate whether
Canvas could be adopted in
the second semester (like it
was this year), or if it should
be saved for the 2017-2018
school year.
This “responsible approach,” as Moran dubbed it,
will forward the program with
an extension of more students
and teachers, totaling $8,000
for the pilot. The program will
cost about $8 per student if it
is adopted.
“(The decision) depends
on if we’ve fixed everything,
if everything looks smooth,
we’re ready to do it, and then
we’re going to go for it,” Nunziante said.
“I think it’s cautious and
wise,” Moran said. “I think
it’s wise to not try and force
it, and then you rush people
(into) being confused, resentful, or not using it because it’s
not something they see the
value in. I think we need to
continue to show people the
values of using an LMS for a
class and why it’s a nice, central system for students to be

able to go to all their classes
all in one place and access all
materials of a class.”
The decision not to implement Canvas yet also provides a bit of leeway for whoever the next principal is.
“But I want to make sure
that we don’t rush too quickly into the change to a full
implementation, and one semester didn’t prove to be quite
enough,” said Moran.
“(Teachers) can hit the
ground running at the beginning of the year,” said freshman biology teacher Tim
O’Keefe, who thought that
this decision to ramp up the
pilot program would help
streamline the technologies,
but “at the right pace.”
Two specific drawbacks
to Canvas come up repeatedly with SLUH students and
teachers: Turnitin.com’s failure to match the grade with
PowerSchool, and the iPad
application for Canvas, which
brings up multiple unnecessary steps when trying to submit an assignment.
“It doesn’t feel homey,”
said sophomore Delton Utsey. “Everyone’s been used to
PowerSchool for so long, and I
think it feels weird. I think we
need more time to get used to
Canvas.”
Students and teachers
have had varying reactions to
the Canvas decision for the
next school year, from suggesting that training sessions
need to be mandated to thinking that SLUH taking the time
to feel out Canvas would be a
beneficial process for the students and faculty.
“I think people appreciate being given time to figure
stuff out and not feel frantic
about ‘Okay, you have to do

Summer reading
choice tackles morals
(continued from page 1)

justice, Jesuit element without
being overly preachy.”
In the fall of last year, the
intensive process of choosing
the book began with a few
teachers narrowing the candidates down to six books.
“Picking a summer reading book is hard,” said Social
Studies teacher Tim O’Neil.
“It can’t be a typical book that
you would read in the classroom because you need time
to explain things and go more
in depth. And you can’t really
do that with a summer reading book.”
The department finally
settled on The Other Wes
Moore for a couple of reasons,
especially the racially-charged
events that have enveloped the
St. Louis area in the last few
years.
“It makes sense because
of what’s been happening in
the aftermath of Ferguson,”
said Foy. “It also makes sense
because it’s an individual story.”
The story is centered
around the formative years
of a young man, the same
years that the SLUH students
reading the book are going
through.
“The book is very pertinent to teenagers and the issues that face them,” said Foy.

“It shows the importance and
value of decision and, at the
same time, the importance
of community and fellowship
during those formative years.”
Since the book follows
the entirety of the life of Wes
Moore, it covers many aspects
of life that all people face.
“I think different people
will probably get different
things out of the book, and
that’s okay,” said Foy.
While the Social Studies Department would love to
have the opportunity to bring
in Moore, the author, to speak
to the SLUH community at
some point during the year, it
might be a little tougher than
in previous years. Moore is
one of the most well-known
leadership speakers in the
nation, making his presence
tough to get.
The Social Studies Department will have a meeting today to decide what to
do with the book in terms of
an all-school discussion or a
guest speaker.
“It’s not as action packed
as The Martian, but I still
think it will go over pretty
well. It will be liked,” said
O’Neil. “It will stand up well
against Shift, The Martian,
and Tattoos on the Heart.”

this at the beginning of the
year,’” math teacher Julie Moeser said. “I think people will
appreciate it and ease themselves into it, rather than going out full-stop.”
Although Canvas could
be a time-saver, there can be
times when that doesn’t apply or even the opposite occurs, such as when Canvas
automatically inputs grades
instead of the teacher, which
doesn’t allow the teacher to
be as in-tune to each student
as they normally would, according to theology teacher
Jon Ott.
“I do see the potential
for saving time,” said theology
teacher Rob Garavaglia, who
has struggled with the Turnitin.com issue in his classes.
“I do hope that I can interact
more with my students as far
as the feedback I give them on
their work.”
Students sometimes can’t
see the future impact that
Canvas could have because
right now, the pilot program
only allows for around two or
three classes to be on Canvas,
not the entirety of the courses
for the students, and that can
limit Canvas’s usage as a result.
“One of the big selling
points of Canvas is that if everybody’s on it, then everybody has a specific place to go
to access all their classes,” said
Ott.
Training sessions would
be an option that Nunziante
would want for the entire
school.
“You have to have some
sort of running start that’s
teacher training—not only
teacher training but student
training,” See said. He suggested either small groups

or a school-wide assembly.
“Wherever you introduce it,
you need training, you need
a well-thought out training
program for teachers and students. (You also) need teachers who know a fair amount
about how to use it.”
“I think every teacher has
to use it. It would be great to
have the whole school on the
same boat to know which direction they should go to—
it’s much more clear if every
teacher is using the same
system. That’s my suggestion;
there’s so much cool stuff
there,” said Chinese teacher
Yude Huang.
When SLUH discarded Moodle and Zimbra for
Google Drive and other
Google products at the beginning of the 2013-2014 school
year, students attached to the
new systems without a pilot
program and saw the switch as
a success, yet Canvas is a system that many are looking to
with hesitation. The pilot program, at its core, is designed to
nudge SLUH closer and closer
to the adoption of Canvas as
an LMS to fit the technological needs of the students.
“Ultimately, I think the
intent there is good, helping students, helping teachers consolidate some of these
technologies into one place
or one technology as much as
possible,” See said.
Canvas was chosen over
other programs like Edmodo
and Blackboard, amongst others, and one of the main factors for choosing Canvas was
how well it was “going to talk
to PowerSchool,” according to
Nunziante.
—Andrew Pluff contributed
reporting

Around the Hallways

Bird in the commons
On Wednesday at approximately 12:40, a mini lockdown took place in the commons due to a small bird stuck
inside. Students during Mr.
McKernan’s fifth period acting
improv class got a good laugh
at the unusual event while
they practiced their narrative
improvisation scenes. The students practicing in the lobby
and others who approached
the commons were advised
not to enter the commons
since teachers were trying to
get the bird to exit through
the northern doors. All their
efforts that day were unsuccessful. However, the next
day during first period, Junior
Aaron Fisher skillfully used
an egg crate to trap the bird
in the corner by the couches.
Despite Fisher’s ingenuity, the
bird escaped through one of
the handles. He made a split-

second decision and sntached
the bird with his bare hands.
He promptly named the bird
“Fred,” walked it outside in
the turnaround, set it free, and
ended the masquerade. Fisher
explained that he has chickens
at home and is used to grabbing small birds quickly.
Nicollerat’s class Skypes with
tech alumnus Mollenhoff
Earlier this week Steve
Nicollerat’s C++ class skyped
with 1988 SLUH graduate
David Moellenhoff. Moellenhoff founded Salesforce, a
50 billion dollar technology
company based in San Francisco specializing in customer
relationship
management
and cloud-based technology.
Moellenhoff was named to the
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Orange County, California. He
also helped pioneer the 1-1-1
model of corporate philan-
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A Year in Review:
Damage Control
BY Nick Messina
CHIEF DAMAGE CONTROL OFFICER

I

at myself—I had checked the
crossword the night previous
to the email from our source.
Thankfully, our source was
discreet about contacting us,
but I just had a terrible feeling
in my stomach the entire time
I was writing up the report to
give to the Prep News. Just because it’s my job doesn’t mean
I’m not significantly emotionally affected by our work that
we do here. In a way, I guess I
just care too much. Every error is physical pain, inflicted
over the course of the week
until we release a paper on
Friday and then it starts all
over again. It’s just the price
of a good paper I suppose—
literal blood, sweat, and tears.
Thankfully, my job was
relatively easy over the winter,
as we would consistently hit
two- and three-week stretches
with no headline errors, but
the nightmares resurfaced in
March. We had yet another
Crossword Apology on our
hands, and I had another report on my hands. I was prepared for a quiet exit on the
year—only two major reports
on the year? Not a bad year at
all. But three reports? I was at
my limit. My mental health
started deteriorating—I started hallucinating? I think that’s
the case, because I’m almost
positive that I didn’t spend a
day in Antarctica. My work
ethic was shot to hell (it wasn’t
senioritis, I promise) and
started to sweat profusely out
of all of my pores. All of them.
Regardless, I persevered, and
delivered my report on time.
The report was tear-stained,
I believe, which was hard to
simulate digitally, but somehow I recreated that effect to
an acceptable end.
The year closed off with a
substantial decrease in errors,
which definitely alleviated
some of the mental stress oppressing me for most of senior
year. Overall, it’s been a fine
year for the Prep News, and
I’ve been thankful to take part
in such a storied community.
For one last time, this is Nick
Messina, your Chief Damage
Control Officer.

n honor of my last edition
of the Prep News, I’d like to
take a minute and reflect on
the mistakes and errors produced over a total of 31 issues
for the 2015-2016 school year.
Obviously, I’m calm, cool, collected and certainly all business when it comes to dutifully reporting and assessing our
faults, but often those articles
fail to properly consider the
tolls that those very mistakes
take on me, mentally and
emotionally. It’s a stressful job,
to say the least. Call attention
to the very errors that make
our paper less than perfect?
Not many people would take
the job I have, and yet I consider it necessary to confess
our sins to the readers that
would hate us for our oversights. With that preface out
of the way, I’d like to give you
a little insight into my psyche
through the errors.
No surprise to anyone,
the first (and most stressful)
error was the whole ‘¡Viva
la Papa!’ debacle of October
2015. Granted, there were other errors before this one, but
they were typically small and
relatively harmless mistakes.
But calling the ruler-elect of
the entire Catholic Church
a potato? You’re damn right
I lost sleep over that one. I
thought very seriously of calling the Vatican and apologizing directly to Pope Francis,
but I figured they were probably busy with other more
pressing matters. And since
SLUH is primarily known
for its Jesuit heritage, I was
worried that the Jesuits had
blacklisted the Prep News—
essentially the first strike in a
three strike plan that leads to
excommunication for SLUH.
Sure, it’s not really plausible,
but you don’t take chances
in the business of religion.
Thankfully, the Prep News
didn’t get any calls from the
Jesuit House, but there was no
doubt that I was sweating over
such a small definite article.
And then came the first
Crossword Apology. My worst
fears came to light—someone
caught the mistake before the —The Prep News regrets all erstaff of Prep News did. I think rors—past, present, and future.
that maybe I was angry mostly

thropy, where corporations
donate 1 percent of product,
equity, and employee time
back to the community they
are based in.
Hannick wins Fr. Paul Sheridan Jesuit Partner Award
This year’s Fr. Paul Sheridan Jesuit Partner award was
given to math teacher Craig
Hannick. The award, which
was established in 2001 by
the Board of Trustees, recognizes a member of faculty for
their “demonstrable support
of Catholic, Jesuit education
and for excellence in and out
of the classroom.” Hannick
has taught at SLUH for 27
years, and appreciates the recognition for his dedication
to both the school and Jesuit
values. Hannick, unlike those
who received the award before
him, was given a plaque as a

reminder of his achievements.
The plaque hangs proudly in
Hannick’s office.
Molen Strong
Earlier this week STUCO
began selling green “Molen Strong” bracelets during
lunch and activity periods for
one dollar. All proceeds and
donations from the “Molen
Strong” bracelets will be given
to the freshman Thomas Molen’s family. This fundraiser
was created by STUCO-member Jack Perry to show SLUH’s
sympathy and support of the
Molen family. If you are interested in purchasing a bracelet,
you can ask any STUCO officer.
 Written by Galen Bacharier,
—
Liam Connolly, Roman Lipinski, Adam Uhlenbrock, Niles
Bernabe

FEATURE

May 20, 2016

5

Prep News

Cotter: by the sides of five principals throughout 36 years
(continued from page 1)

School in Cuba, Mo. From
there, she went to Mercy High
School, where current math
teacher Beth Kissel was one
of her students. After a year
at Mercy High School, Cotter taught at Aquinas High
School.
After four years of
teaching high school, Cotter planned to take a year off
from teaching and find something else to do for a change
of pace. She found an opening
for a secretary job at SLUH.
She had seen SLUH from
the outside during her high
school years, and applied for
the position.
“I knew SLUH through

Office feel.
“It’s a great place to work.
The people are wonderful; it’s
such a great community,” said
Cotter. “I’ve been through
good things and bad things
in 36 years and they’ve always
been there for me, so I stayed.”
Cotter has witnessed
more change than nearly anyone else of the faculty and
staff in the building. During
her time at SLUH, Cotter has
assisted five principals: Leo
Dressel, Paul Owens (the first
lay principal at SLUH), Bob
Bannister, Mary Shenkenberg,
(the first female principal at
SLUH), and current principal
John Moran.
This vast range of ex-
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Cotter at her desk.

a moment when he was still a
new principal at SLUH when
Cotter empathized with a difficult situation.
“When I first got started,

ally well run, you almost don’t
notice that they’re there. But
they’re integral.”
Moran especially noted
Cotter’s warm welcome and
flexibility in her duties around
She does so much for the school in terms the office, and her ability to
keep things running smoothof scheduling and a lot of that work goes ly, even with interruptions
and emergencies.
Jake Lepak
unnoticed.
“We often say around

Cotter in 2012.

high school. I went to Rosati
Kain so I knew about SLUH,”
said Cotter. “I applied for the
job thinking I was going to
stay one year, and I stayed 36
years.”
One thing that contributed to keeping Cotter at SLUH
was the deep sense of community that members of the Main

photo | Dauphin Yearbook

periences has allowed Cotter to know the stresses and
the struggles that a principal
encounters in different parts
of the job. Although she may
not be the one sitting at the
principal’s desk, Cotter empathizes with principals she has
worked under.
Moran specifically recalls

job as an assistant. One student who has enjoyed regular
interactions with Cotter is senior Jake Lepak.
“Mrs. Cotter is great. She
would always greet me and
the other students that needed
help with a smile,” said Lepak.
“She does so much for the
school in terms of scheduling
and a lot of that work goes un-

there was a loud, heated argument in my office one day—
my first as a new principal.
When I walked out, Mrs. Cotter said to me, ‘It’s not always
easy is it?’” said Moran. “It
might have been my first fight
as principal, but it was not her
first fight.”
Although Cotter decided
to retire earlier this year before Moran had made any
announcements about his
departure, Cotter claims that

It’s a great place to work. The people are wonderful;
a great community. I’ve been through good things
things in 36 years and they’ve always been there for
stayed.

she would have liked to retire
when Moran left SLUH. The
end result was a happy coincidence for the team.
“Unfortunately I think

sometimes we take folks like
Mrs. Cotter for granted, or
people treat her like hired
help. For me she has not been
that,” said Moran. “She has
been a partner who understands what happens on this
side of the door.”
Cotter has become one
of the most important parts
of day-to-day administration.
Her work includes finding
subs for absent teachers, coordinating exams, keeping Moran’s calendar, and greeting
parents or anyone who comes
it’s such into the Main Office. Moran
notes that many students don’t
and bad know how important she is to
the school primarily because
me, so I she does her job so well.
“It’s a little like an umphoto | Dauphin Yearbook
pire
in a baseball game,” said Cotter with former French teacher Paul Azzara.
Jan Cotter
Moran. “When things are rehere that our job is to be in- noticed. She will certainly be
terrupted,” said Moran. “Mrs. missed next year not only by
Cotter is on the front lines me, but by all of the faculty
of being interrupted. I get to too.”
shut my door sometimes. Mrs.
In the immediate future,
Cotter and Mrs. Mulligan are Cotter’s desk will be filled by

If they were all to go away for a day, it’d take
probably three or four hours for things to
come to a grinding halt.

Cotter (right) with the registrar Helen Klenklen in 1990.

photo | Dauphin Yearbook

on the front lines.”
The flexibility allows her
to cover emergencies that
may arise throughout the day
at SLUH, keeping the school
from falling apart.
“If they were all to go
away for a day, it’d take probably three or four hours for
things to come to a grinding
halt,” said Moran. “It may not
be Mrs. Cotter running down
to a classroom to help a sick
kid, but someone has to call
Mr. Gilbert.”
Cotter’s job also includes
interactions with students,
especially those in the work
study program. In many ways,
Cotter is able to bring her
teaching experience to her

John Moran

Renai Lowry from the counseling office.
As for future plans, Cotter looks forward to spending her retirement with her
three grandchildren, family,
and friends. She also plans to
spend her spare time volunteering.
“It’s going to be very hard
to leave. I am looking forward
to spending more time with
my grandkids and I want to
do more volunteering,” said
Cotter. “This place has been a
huge help to me. (It) has been
there for me through all kinds
of things.”
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A conversation with Moran about changes, tradition, technology
(continued from page 1)

Louis U. High community that drew
us in. We didn’t know much about
St. Louis. I had been here once on
a baseball trip in ’99 with a buddy.
Very quickly, the relationship between myself and President Laughlin, which is very very important in
this role, was a good one.
The search committee, which
was composed of Mr. Linhares and
Fr. Knapp, and John Wunderlich
and Tom Keeline, were part of that
search and I felt really drawn to
them first and then the school second and I would say St. Louis followed after that. We had to get to
know St. Louis even after we moved
here, to be honest. I don’t think we
really had a whole sense of the Metro
area when we arrived.
LH: How did you go about
learning about the area and the
school? I know you probably knew
more about the school than the area.
JM: Yeah, so we had a whirlwind tour. I’ve said many times: if we
were smarter and I could do it over
again, I probably would have looked
to either rent or maybe live in one
of the school’s houses out back for a
period of time and gotten to know
things. We looked at 40 houses in
one weekend, winding up in a place
down in Soulard, which we liked the
house very much and we had very
good neighbors who are still very
close friends of ours, but in retrospect probably wasn’t the best neighborhood for us and our family. It’s a
good neighborhood, I don’t want to
make it out that way. But we wanted
to live in Lafayette Square, which is
where we live now, so we probably
could have eased our way in a little
bit.
But, I don’t need to tell you or
anybody reading the Prep News,
there’s a thousand things to do in St.
Louis, and for a couple who at that
point had a couple of dogs but no
kids, we spent every weekend in the
car exploring either parts of the city
or even the surroundings a lot. We
took weekend trips often out to Augusta or up to Pere Marquette; we’ve
actually done that quite frequently
the whole time we’ve been here. We
were explorers.
LH: Over the eight years, how
has this school and city fit into your
expectations and not fit into what
you thought it would be?
JM: It’s probably really easy to
handle from the school’s standpoint,
because as my first couple of answers

suggested, in terms of the city, I don’t
know that I had a whole lot of expectations, I mean exceeded any expectations in terms of the city because
we didn’t have very much to go off
on and it has been a great place to
live. So, I’ll push away from the city
part a little bit.
St. Louis U. High, coming from
the east coast, doesn’t have the national reputation that it does here in
St. Louis. Just in the same way, Regis
High School in New York City or St.
Ignatius in San Francisco; in those
cities, those schools are known in
exactly the same way that SLUH is
known here, but we wouldn’t expect
them to know about us any more
than we have a real sense of who
they are.
When you arrive here, that becomes evident very quickly and it’s
daunting. It’s daunting to be a leader
at a school with this kind of history
and this kind of success and with
everything that happens, President
Laughlin points it out frequently, the
amount of programming that happens in this school, not just talking
about classes and the wide variety
of classes, but just every hour of every day and every weekend, there’s
something happening here, usually
six things at once. So, it’s a lot to get
your arms around when you’re first
coming in.
So your question was about expectations; I had a decent sense of,
but not quite the sense of just how
impressive and amazing St. Louis U.
High was. Within six months, I remember a faculty meeting very early
in my first year, talking about how
much I loved it here, and I think I
was just overwhelmed with ‘we’ve
got this and we’ve got this…’ and I
didn’t even know this. It was a real
pleasant introduction that way.
LH: You have made some
changes here from the start with
some changes with the lock policy,
with iPads, with the timing of exams,
and you’ve put forth a new approach
and a new perspective in some of
these areas. What does the process
for making a change or changes look
like?
JM: I’d like to think in any of
those cases, if I were to be very honest with myself and with the community, to say that none of them really
came from me. I might have been in
a role where I was asked to implement something and find a process
for implementing something.
We’ll use your lock example,

April 2008

School hires John Moran
SLUH hired Moran, who was serving as Assistant
Principal for Academics at St. John’s Prep in Danvers,
Mass., to replace Principal Mary Schenkenberg.

October 2008

Moran mandates locks for lockers
The decision to more strictly enforce locks on lockers
was made because of an astronomic increase in theft.

February 2009

Students suspended, expelled for
involvement with marijuana
Moran and Assistant Principal for Student Affairs
Brock Kesterson investigated a reported incident of
marijuana possession and sale on SLUH grounds,
resulting in four in school suspensions and one expulsion.

After the conversation, Moran posed in front of the photo of Fenway Park in his office.

I certainly didn’t come from the
school back East at St. John’s Prep
with this agenda of ‘well the first
thing we’re going to do is put locks
on lockers.’ I had no idea that that
was going to be an issue in my first
year. In fact, the school I came from,
the students had backpacks everywhere because there was a multibuilding. So nobody had anything
in their lockers, it wasn’t something
that we took from that school and
implemented here.
Any of those changes that you
named have been things that people
spoke about, asked about, and then
when they came to me or to the Instructional Council, we tried to put
together a process for addressing it.
And I think in some cases were successful, in some cases weren’t, and in
some cases, those processes maybe
went too quickly for people and in
some cases they probably were seen
as too slow or long overdue. There
may be still anxieties about some of
the changes that have taken place in
the time that I’ve been here, I think
that’s normal and natural and I think
that’s what change does.
LH: What’s your take on the
whole tradition standpoint which
seems to say to some people that we
should be as a school, as an institution, very hesitant and vigilant before changing anything, what’s your
stance on the tradition feeling you
get around this place?
JM: I like Dave Laughlin’s line

that he uses over and over again and
I steal over and over again, ‘we don’t
have a great school because we had
a great school.’ I think there were
leaders here in the 50s and 60s and
70s be it the president or principal
at that point who were instituting
change and who brought things …
If you talk to people who were here
during those eras, they’ll talk about
how the school was different then
than it was in the 70s, than it was in
the 80s, 90s, so it’s often the role of
leaders in the school, again not to
bring their own agenda and change
things for the sake of change, that
term gets thrown around sometimes
that I think people may feel that way,
but I don’t know that I’ve ever made
a change for the sake of change. I
would always there’s been somebody
that has asked for that change to
happen.
Good institutions are constantly looking for the next five to
ten years out in front of us. Why
are we doing all this strategic planning and capital campaign right
now? Because we’re looking at 2020,
2025. I can understand how people
would see that as a disrespect to the
way in which things have been done
before, but I think a close examination would also say the way in which
things were done before was about
change back then.
Somebody made a decision to
start Russian and teach Russian and
keep teaching Russian. Someone

May 2009

Linhares named Asst. Principal for
Mission, position created by Moran

Moran selected Linhares for the new position of Assistant Principal for mission after looking at a large pool of
applicants and three finalists.

August 2010

Social studies teacher Paul Michaelson
dies of cancer
December 2010

In interview, Moran up front about
future changes with technology
In a multipart series on the school’s use of technology,
Moran said it was not a question of if, but when changes will
take place. “

Longtime Latin teacher and football
coach Mark Tychonievich dies from
panreatic cancer
After Tychonievich’s death, the school cancelled classes a
day to over 1100 students, faculty, family and friends to
attend his service at College Church.
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made a decision to stop teaching
typewriting at some point—that was
probably a good decision—and start
a computer science department.
That was a good decision. We’ve had
sports come and go in terms of the
school and co-curriculars come and
go. The Prep News itself. Look at the
Prep News and what it looked like
in the 1980s and 90s, great institution and great record to have, but it’s
changed, in terms of layout, in terms
of format, in terms of what you’re
covering. Some things will stay the
same, but I think change is part of
any great institution.
LH: There’s been this sentiment
that I’ve picked up on from teachers
and from students and from parents
even that there’s this principal Dr.
Moran who is from a different region came in here, he’s new to the
area, new to the school and he’s making all these changes and that’s not
a good thing, that you don’t understand the perspective and that sort
of has to do with the prior question
of tradition. When you hear those
things, when you know people feel
those things, that there’s an outsider
doing things, what do you feel about
that? Does that that frustrate you?
JM: Well, I don’t do much to
dispel it. When you put the Tom
Brady jersey in your window when
the Patriots play or literally you’re
looking at a picture of Fenway over
my shoulder there. I’m proud of my

continued on following page

April 2011

Service mandated for freshmen
The administration approved a January proposal by the
Campus Ministry department to begin a freshmen service
program where each freshmen would be required to participate in two service outings during his freshman year.

May 2011

Moran says 1:1 not coming in near future
In an interview for a story about a survey sent to students on
technology, Moran said that the school wants to bring in as
much technology as is useful, though a one-to-one policy is
not in the near future.

August 2011

Spanish teacher Greg Bantle dies of liver
failure
For the second consecutive year, a SLUH teacher died just
weeks before the start of school.

Cellphones allowed to be out of locker
during school day
Prior to August, students were required to keep cellphones
in their lockers during the school day.
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heritage like I think anybody would
be proud of their heritage if they
were to live somewhere else. It is part
of the role of taking a job in a different city. And in fact, the job I’m going
to, I wasn’t born in Portland, Maine
either. And something that was very
attractive to us as we started this
search was, we wanted to be close
to family, but we didn’t exactly want
to go backwards. Boston, or schools
in and around the Boston area and
there are many of them and they are
great, and there would be possibilities there if we started looking again,
but some of our thinking in that regard thought that would be moving
backward and we wanted to keep
moving ahead, so Portland I think
gives us that nice balance of experience, but I’ll have to go through that
same thing again in terms of getting
to know a new culture and learning
about how we do things here.
It’s so long ago nobody will
remember it, but my mantra for
the first six months I was here was
‘educate the principal.’ That’ll be my
mantra at Cheverus when I go in is
‘educate the principal.’ Now, that
doesn’t mean ‘tell me how you do
things here so I can just keep doing
things the same way that you’ve been
doing here.’ But I want to know how
they’ve been done, so that as we begin to make alterations, movement,
change, again things that I think are
healthy for any institution, and that
even someone if they were hired locally would still be in the same role
of doing. Again, I think it has a lot
more with the position and the job
that you take than where you’re from
or that you have that approach.
LH: That process for getting to
know a community—you spoke of
the first year or so you were here—
how long did it take you to get comfortable with the community enough
to start considering and really thinking about some of the other changes,
specifically with iPads and technology. How far into your principalship
were you when you really started
considering one to one technology?
JM: That seems late in the game.
After eight years, that’s only been in
the last three or four. There was a lot
that happened in those first four or
five years of when I think of things
that were new and initiatives that we
took back then that laid the groundwork for something for one to one,
where are right now.
The whole first year is educate
the principal because you to go
through a whole graduation cycle,
you need to see every event, you

need to see every season to really
get your arms around, and even then
you’ll still learn more and more every year, but I would say the first full
year was the educate the principal
mode. Even then you’re having conversations with people in the building about what do they want to see
changed.
What I wouldn’t want anybody
reading this to think is that change
only happens out of the principal’s office. I think you could interview any
one of a hundred faculty members
here and they would tell you, ‘here’s
five things I think should change
about SLUH.’ That doesn’t mean
they don’t love it, I think you could
do the same for a thousand students.
We all have things that we love about
the place and cherish about the place
and we would never want to change,
in fact that was often my question in
educate principal, ‘tell me something
not just that could be different, but
something that absolutely shouldn’t
be different, that no matter what,
protect at all costs.’
And an answer to that that was
very frequent, and this comes from
alums as much current students, that
vision that goes all the way back to
Mrs. Backer, any student being able
to come St. Louis U. High based on
their ability to succeed, not their
parents’ or family’s ability to pay.
That’s core to who and what St. Louis
U. High is. If anybody were to come
in and mess with that, I think that
would be not just disrespectful, but a
huge misread of the culture.
Something like putting locks on
lockers, Mrs. Backer had nothing to
say about locks on lockers. That was
an institutional thing that point in
time that some people did see as cultural, but ultimately speaking wasn’t
at the core of the culture. It was a
habit.
LH: Over the past eight years,
there are many things have changed
outside of this place. One of things
that really seems to resonate with the
culture when you just look around is
the change that technology has undergone with various devices, various social media platforms becoming available. What do you see as
technology’s role in education?
JM: The same as it is in life.
The same that adults use it for. It’s a
method that we have now of communication, first and foremost. I think
we’ve seen the influence on culture
in terms of transparency. It was a big
deal 20 years ago for teachers to have
to put their grades online for the
first time. That seemed invasive, that
seemed like we were giving people

September 2011

Holy Spirit Mass moved off campus
For the first time, an all-school Mass was held away
from Oakland Avenue. The pricetag was $4,400 for
transportation costs.

October 2011

Moran emphasizes diversity in hiring
Of the nine new, non-ASC, faculty members for the 20112012 school year, six were female, one was African-American, and one was Asian-American, seemingly resulting
on Moran’s intentionality in cultivating the diversity that
comes with SLUH”s location in the heart of St. Louis City.

a window into something that they
shouldn’t have a window into. Now
we look back at that, I think, for the
most part and think ‘What were we
so anxious about?’
We’ve become very used to
transparency as a culture. You expect
institutions to open up their doors
whether it’s through their website or
other technologies. If an institution
wasn’t transparent, you’d be suspicious of it. That, to me, is an unexpected role of technology on schools
that we’re still adjusting to. The idea
that not just my grades might be online, but my curriculum, my homework, my classroom itself might be
more transparent to people who
are on the outside. But again, I just
think this is what we’re seeing when
MIT puts their whole curriculum up
for an online college and go ahead,
‘Here’s the information, go and take
it.’ That become something culturally
something students now have come
to expect.
LH: And so as a school requiring, in general, schools requiring
students to have devices is meant
to… What’s the purpose there?
JM: About the same as requiring you to have that pen. About the
same as requiring you to have the
graphing calculator. Same as to require you to have books. It’s a tool
for school use, so if you’re going to
be typing papers, if you’re going to
be emailing teachers, if you’re going
to be researching for an article, the
day in which we had 15 computers
in the computer lab just isn’t enough.
And the technology has gotten
to the sense that look, everything
that I just said, you could do that
device (I’m going to your phone)
it would difficult to have to type a
whole paper that way, but you could.
It has that capability. You’ve seen
this collapsing of, there’s more and
more things that you do on technology and the technology has gotten so much smaller. That would’ve
been small 10 years ago or 15 years
ago. (Moran pointed to his desktop
iMac.) They’ve all gotten so small
and they’ve gotten so convenient to
carry and prices have dropped significantly too.That’s all happened
within 10 years.
LH: As you look back over the
eight years, there have been good
times, but some more tumultuous
times: students have been expelled
for drug use and sale on campus, the
sweeping technology change, there
have been students who have died,
people have voiced oppositions in
letters to technology and changes

I learned a lot from him about how to be an
administrator over the years. One of the things
I learned early on is the importance to maintain
communication, to stay on the same page.
Brock Kesterson
Assistant Principal for Student Life

He’s been one of the best principals I’ve worked
with. I always know where he stands.
Tom Becvar
Assistant Principal for Acaedmics

I think that Dr. Moran is a hawk, what he’s really
good at is getting a global perspective on what’s
going on in the school and not getting too
enmeshed and bogged down in minute details, but
keeping his eye on the global perspective.
Frank Kovarik
English Teacher

In many ways John Moran is the best principal
I’ve served under in my 40 plus years of teaching.
He’s a great speaker, he’s articulate, he works hard,
he’s always here. I think we’re going to miss him.
Matt Sciuto
Theology Teacher

Dr. Moran is a very skilled and gifted leader and
we’ve been really fortunate to have him for eight
years, and I’ve personally enjoyed working with
him.
David Laughlin
President

One of my favorite things about Dr. Moran is he’s
a face to face guy. There have been a number of
times where I’ve emailed him something sensitive
and he makes a point of coming to find me. For
him to come and have those conversations with
me face-to-face and tell me ‘here’s the decision
and here’s why I made it,’ I really appreciate that.
Paul Baudendistel
Science Teacher

He has really got a spectacular, great eye for
administrative decisions and decision making.
I can go on and on. He has been a really steady
hand at the ship and I think when you have
somebody who really inspires confidence, you
really miss him.
Jim Linahres

Assistant Principal for Mission

One of the things that I like about Dr. Moran as
principal is that he is very direct whether you
agree or disagree with his decision you know what
the decision is and you understand why he came
to that decision and it’s very clear and that’s been
very helpful for me.
Anne Marie Lodholz

Teachers try iPads in field study
Moran said the goal of evaluating it was to be proactive and to be prepared to make decisions about future
policies.

January 2013

First semester exams to pre-Christmas
Moran said that the decision was made because of a
longer first semester than second semester and to try
to balance the two semesters.

Social Studies Teacher

continued on page 11

May 2013

Teachers receive iPads, beginning
discussion on one-to-one technology
Starting the following August, teachers would have iPads in
order to begin a discussion about the possibilities of a one-toone policy,

May 2014

Freshman iPad pilot program announced
Moran announced that 80 freshmen in select classes would
participate in an iPad pilot program which would take
place in specific classes.

August 2014
August 2013

Post-Dispatch recognizes SLUH as top
workplace
In a survey done by the Post, the school was recognized as a
top workplace. It has been recognized since.

November 2013
February 2011
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‘Between males and females’ language
removed from dance policy
The administration removed the requirement that students
bring a date to SLUH dances, allowing students to attend
dances by themselves.

February 2014

Moran announces technology requirement
At a faculty meeting, Moran announced that the 20152016 would mark the start of a one-to-one technology
program.

After Ferguson, Moran speaks of solidarity
At class meetings on the first day of school, Moran spoke
of solidarity with the people of Ferguson, saying that “It’s
not just their problem; it’s our problem too.”

September 2014

Senior Connor Lewis dies
The school led a prayer service the day the news was
announced right before third period by President David
Laughlin. Later that week, the school called off classes so

December 2014

iPads announced as required device for
freshmen and sophomores
April 2015

Faculty and staff attend diversity training
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The Year in Review

Technology
This year at St. Louis U. High has been one of change
and experimentation in regards to technology. After
last year’s pilot program with iPads, the entire freshman and sophomore classes were required to have
iPads. Along with these iPads came a new technology
employee; a test-drive of Canvas, a learning management system designed so that students can have a onestop shop for all of their classes; and an updated JUG
policy with regards to technology and its uses.
John Moran’s departure
After eight years of service to the St. Louis U. High
community, Principal John Moran will return to the
Northeast to serve as principal at Cheverus High
School, a Catholic Jesuit school located in Portland,
Me. President David Laughlin is working to have a
succession plan in place by June 30th.

artwork | Jack Bailey

Drugs
Following a string of drug-related occurrences, the
community focused its attention on the drug culture
at SLUH this year.
Around the turn of the semester, five students
were involved in two different drug-related incidents.
The first case led to a revised parking lot procedure
which now requires students to check out in the Main
Office before leaving school early. The second case resulted in two suspensions and an expulsion. The administration and students alike became interested in
challenging the drug culture at SLUH.
In issue 21 of the Prep News, senior Connor
FitzGerald wrote a commentary condemning students’
blasé attitudes toward drugs.
In late April, Principal John Moran sent a survey
regarding drugs and alcohol to all students. The Prep
News ran a story in its 30th issue this year highlighting
some of the results and looking at what SLUH is doing
to help its students.

artwork | Joe Fentress

Mission Week to Dooley Week. Dr. Thomas Dooley,
’44, the renamed week’s namesake, served in Laos and
Cambodia from 1954 until his death in 1961 and was
nicknamed “the saint of Laos.” The motivation for the
change came from Perryman’s desire to make the week
more about recognizing social injustices around the
world and educational problems in our city and other
places.
During the week, Dr. Tiffany Anderson, the superintendent for the Jennings School District, spoke
to the school about her experience with differences
in educational quality. She gave an energized keynote
speech about the function poverty plays in students
achieving high test scores and aiming to get out of the
cycle of poverty.
The week earned approximately $10,000, a significant decrease from previous years’ $20,000-plus yields.
This was in part due to inclement weather preventing
both the planned talent show and bubble soccer games
from happening. Despite the decreased amount of
money made, Perryman felt that the change in dedication and focus was worthwhile.
2 Philly 4 Francis
For Pope Francis’ historic visit to the United States in
late September, six SLUH students and two teachers
traveled to Philadelphia. St. Joseph’s Prep, a Jesuit high
school in Northern Philly, hosted the pilgrims and put
on programming that included keynote speakers and
breakout sessions. Senior Tim Nile wrote a perspective
piece about Francis’ words and the words of others he
encountered throughout the trip.
Back home, the entire SLUH community watched
an edited version of Pope Francis’ address to a joint
session of Congress. This address sparked conversation inside and out of classrooms.

Justice League groups formed
A group of social justice groups who often had overlapping missions came together this year as the Justice
League. The cohesion that came through the Justice
League allowed multiple clubs to collaborate on certain social justice issues. An April prayer service which
included personal testimony was a highlight of the
group.
STUCO injects Mission Week with more mission
Led by student body president Jack Perryman, STUCO changed the format of the thoroughly-enjoyed

artwork | Jack Bailey

Retreat restructure
This year was a big one for retreats. It started with an
extended Thanksgiving break, during which the Freshman Retreat, a Kairos retreat, and a White House retreat all occurred. Having this year’s Freshman Retreat
during the first semester worked better as a final sendoff for the senior advisors and their freshman advisees.
Along with a changed Freshman Retreat, sophomore class moderator Frank Corley and campus minister Brian Gilmore revamped sophomore retreat that
had been known as lackluster for years. The biggest
change was making the retreat overnight instead of
occurring all in one day. Students stayed in groups at
the homes of sophomores whose parents volunteered
to host the group.
Again in the spring, students received two extra
days off in order to encourage their participation in a
retreat. During this break, both the final Kairos retreat

artwork | Will Kramer

that seniors could attend and the new Wilderness Retreat occurred. Nine seniors and three faculty members ventured to Meramec State Park for reflective hiking and talks.
Moves toward Global initiatives
SLUH took steps to educate leaders “for the world,” a
goal stemming from Imagining 18.
This year, SLUH’s foreign exchange programs expanded. French teacher Suzanne Renard organized the
first year of a twinning program with Institution Notre
Dame de Chartres. In addition, junior Lancer Li became the first full-time foreign exchange student from
Nanjing Foreign Language School.
Foreign language chair and Russian teacher Rob
Chura laid the groundwork for introducing Arabic
into SLUH’s curriculum. Saint Louis University Arabic
teacher George Simon presented on the Arabic language and Islamic culture to interested SLUH students.
Next year, students will be able to take an online Arabic course through Jesuit Virtual Learning Academy
(JVLA), although not for school credit.
SLUH Sports Network
At the creative hands of seniors Andrew Murphy and
Tom Hillmeyer, the SLUH Sports Network flourished
in its inaugural year. SSN’s year started with a live,
commentated stream of the SLUH football team’s first
home game of the season. Over the course of the year,
the witty commentary from different upperclassmen
grew to cover many of the sports SLUH students participate in, ranging from soccer to ice hockey, which
was especially impressive as the stream was coming
from an off-campus location.

Calendar
Friday, May 20

Regular Schedule

AP

Snack—Bosco Sticks

Lunch

Special—Steak and Cheese Sandwich
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese

Thursday, May 26
Friday, May 27

Track & Field State Championships
V Tennis Individual State Championships
V Track State Championship Meet

V Track @ Sectional Meet
Baseball District
V Lacrosse Quarterfinal Playoff Game
V Tennis Team Sectional Tournament

8:00am

Underclassmen Book Buyback

Saturday, May 28

Sunday, May 22
V Lacrosse Quarterfinal Playoff Game

Baseball District
V Lacrosse Semifinal Playoff Game

Exam Schedule

Baseball Quarterfinal
V Tennis Team State Championships

Saturday, May 21

Tuesday, May 24

Exam Schedule

V Lacrosse Semifinal Playoff Game

Baseball District
V Lacrosse Quarterfinal Playoff Game

Monday, May 23

Wednesday, May 25

Regular Schedule
Exam Schedule

Track & Field State Championship
V Track State Championship Meet
V Lacrosse Championship Game
V Tennis Individual State Championships
5:00pm

Graduation Mass and Dinner

1:00pm

Graduation

Sunday, May 29

Tuesday, May 31
Junior Kairos (through June 3rd)
10:00am All Grades Due

Friday, June 3
Baseball State Championships

Exam Schedule

Saturday, June 4

Junior Kairos (through June 3rd)
10:00am All Grades Due

Monday, June 6
Senior Advisor Training

Tuesday, June 7
Senior Advisor Training

Wednesday, June 8
Freshman Direction Day

Thursday, June 9
Freshman Direction Day
calendar | Liam Connolly
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Top 10 Sports Stories
Editors note: Sports editor Tim Nile compiled
this year’s top sports stories; they are listed in
chronological order and do not reflect the importance of each story.

hockey team a chance at a second State title,
but the Jr. Bills lost 5-2 to CBC in the Challenge Cup.
Basketball takes third in State Tournament
with win over Lee’s Summit (Issue 25)
Although the basketball team could not top
Jayson Tatum and Chaminade in the State
semifinal, the Jr. Bills defeated Lee’s Summit
for third place.

artwork | Will Kramer

Racquetball completes undefeated season
(Issue 20), wins sixth straight State title
(Issue 22), and then take sixth straight National title (Issue 23)
Racquetball continues its dynasty as head
coach Joe Koestner’s trophy case gets more
and more crowded.

artwork | Will Kramer

Muskopf eases way into new AD job (Issue
1)
The first new St. Louis U. High Athletic Director since 1985, Muskopf started the job in
July.
Kornfeld earns historic 200th career win
with victory over Lutheran North (Issue 3)
At the end of St. Louis U. High’s 48-13 win
over Lutheran North, seniors Chris Stahl,
Joe Mattingly, and Michael Niese gripped
the orange handles of the Gatorade cooler,
snuck behind head coach Gary Kornfeld, and
flipped ice and water on him to celebrate his
200th win at SLUH, tying him for the most
wins ever by a SLUH football coach.
Soccer continues to roll, moves to No. 2
in the nation (Issue 5), but are held scoreless by De Smet in sectionals loss (Issue 11)
Early season wins against Chaminade, De
Smet, and Webster hoisted soccer to its high
national ranking, but the team could not beat
De Smet for a third time and lost 1-0 in their
sectional match.

Nicollerat: 600 wins and off-field successes
(Issue 28)
Baseball head coach Steve Nicollerat reached
yet another milestone in his 37-year career:
600 wins, making him the winningest coach
in SLUH history.
Rugby takes second at State (Issue 30)
Despite undefeated conference play, an overall successful season, and the goal of not letting it happen again, the rugby team fell to
the KC Jr. Blues for the second year in a row
in the State Championship.

Wrestling ends season in District Tournament at home (Issue 21); Ott steps down as
head coach (Issue 23)
The wrestling team did not advance any wrestlers to the State Tournament after hosting 15
different teams in the Class 4 District 1 wrestling meet. Head coach Jon Ott announced
he was stepping down at the banquet following the end of the season.
Hockey tops De Smet in semifinal matchups, moves to State (Issue 22); leaves Scottrade without a Challenge Cup (Issue 23)
A successful season and two big wins over
De Smet in the semifinals landed the Jr. Bill

artwork | Will Kramer

Water polo tops Lindbergh for 18th title
(Issue 31)
A large and dominant varsity water polo
squad carried its regular season success
into the State final, where they topped
Lindbergh 10-1.
artwork | Will Kramer

PN 80 Mastheads

mastheads | Joe Fentress, Ian Mulvihill, Jack Bailey, and Nick Bentz
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Sisyphus and English: Moran’s 36 years of loving dedication

photo | Mrs. Kathy Chott

Moran teaching sophomores.

ated just across Kingshighway.
He ended up moving into his
Kingshighway residence, just
a block from SLUH. Moran
offered his service as a substitute teacher to the president of
SLUH at the time, Leo Dressel, who had been just two
years above him at SLUH. At
the time, Moran was working
on his doctorate in English.
Soon enough, SLUH

(continued from page 1)

has worked with to this day:
comedy and irony, which both
Moran and longtime fellow
sophomore English teacher
Bill George have credited as
the cornerstone of sophomore
English, providing students
the “language of argumentation,” according to George.
“My mentor, although we
didn’t use the term at the time,
was a guy named Bill Noonan,” said Moran. “I was really

about that, Moran’s sentiment
that he can always do more to
reach students has been a defining trait of his SLUH career.
“Rich has a huge heart
and a huge capacity to love
and he also has a fierce intellect and a desire to look carefully at things with all of their
warts. It’s an amazing combination,” said English department chair Steve Missey.
Throughout his years

came calling. English teacher
Paul Rossi was out of the rotation for a few weeks with a
knee injury, so Moran stepped
in before Christmas in 1979.
“I didn’t think much of
it, but I had good discussions
with the people in the department,” said Moran.
The next year, the department had an opening, and
Moran was the guy the department wanted, so after the
usual rounds of interviews,
Moran became a full time
member in 1980. Moran’s primary focus was his teaching,
so he dropped his doctorate,
which he was still working on
at the time.
When Moran arrived, it
was fellow sophomore English
teacher Bill Noonan who established the mold that Moran

lucky. He was a generous and
brilliant teacher. Even though
I had taught high school for
three years before that, I really
learned how to teach by working with Bill.”
SLUH has changed dramatically—and the sophomore curriculum with it—in
Moran’s years, but his attentiveness to his connection with
his students has never faltered. Back then, classes held
upwards of 30 students most
times, meaning more papers,
but more importantly for Moran, less time to connect with
each student personally.
“It was demanding. I always felt that I came up short,
and I still feel that,” said Moran.
Though most of his students would disagree with him

here at SLUH, the number one
issue that he’s tried to work
towards is fewer students per
teacher. Moran was able to
make an impact on that issue while he was department
chair in 1997 when the department needed to replace a
teacher.
“My best day at SLUH
was the day when I was the
department chair and we were
going to hire a teacher to replace a teacher who was leaving and it came down to two
candidates, Mr. Missey and
Mr. (Tim) Curdt, and I loved
both of these guys,” said Moran. “They kept saying to me
which one do you want to hire
and I remember in the meeting I had with Dr. (Bob) Bannister. I said, ‘I can’t say one or
the other,’ and he said, ‘Well
we’re going to hire them both.’
Two things were great about
that, we got an additional
teacher, and we got two great
teachers.”
Moran’s care for his job
can be seen through many
simple things, like the more
than 300 bonus reading quizzes that he and George created, designed to encourage
students to read extra. Moran
and George used feedback to
find new books to upgrade the
curriculum. Moran counted
the flexible curriculum as one
of the greatest blessings he’s
had at SLUH.
One of the books Moran
brought in was Testing the
Current, by William McPherson. Moran added the book
to his classes after writing a
review of the book for the St.
Louis Post-Dispatch, but did
not stop there. Moran wrote
the author, telling him about
how wonderful teaching it

was and how well his students
were reacting to it. After receiving a letter from Moran,
McPherson wrote back to Moran, which started a relationship that still breathes today.
“The experience of teaching the book was so satisfying
that I wrote him to tell him
and he wrote back, called, and
came to visit one time,” said
Moran.
A lot of Moran’s work
at SLUH has been centered
I feel so lucky to have found this place and this
around his sophomore classes, but he fathered the Readcommunity where we feel we have a common
ing and Writing Fiction class
enterprise that we believe in.
Rich Moran that gave Moran the M204

Snoozin’ Moran.

photo | Dauphin Yearbook

Moran with his daughter.

classroom that he lurks in to
this day, moving him from the
basement into the writing lab
(204), where students could
turn to the perimeter for writing portions of the class and to
the center for discussion.
Moran also taught Literature of Initiation in addition to
a few electives that have since
gone dormant, such as Men
and Women in Literature and,
for one semester, an experimental Biology in Literature
class with AP Biology teacher
Steve Kuensting. The class was
a combination of the AP Biology and literature classes.
“I had never taken a biology class except with him, so
I felt a lack of authority,” said
Moran.
Since he struggled to
connect with students as well,
Moran didn’t continue the
class, and instead stuck with
his Reading and Writing Fiction class.
“Reading and Writing
Fiction’s been the most satisfying for me,” said Moran.
“I’m sort of a different teacher
in that class. A lot of it is about
conferencing with students

about their stories, and I like
helping guys write better stories. As it turns out it was a
nice conjunction with Sisyphus.”
When Moran started on
Sisyphus, in 1985, it had disappeared for a year, so students who missed it came to
him and English teacher Jack
Siemsen. The two each took
an issue for the first year, and
Moran’s 30-year commitment
began.
“It’s just been incremental
improvements over the years.
Every year we’re building on
things we figured out the previous year,” said Moran. “I’m
really proud with what we do.”
Those
incremental
changes have taken the magazine from what Moran described as a joke when he arrived to the 80-page version
oozing with creativity that it
is today.
“The joke was that all we
published was real despairing
and dark things,” said Moran.
In keeping with his career at SLUH, Moran’s favorite part of Sisyphus isn’t the
improvements it’s made, but
rather when somebody writes
something and s/he feels that
s/he learned to do it better
through his/her work with the
Sisyphus team.
As far as his future with
Sisyphus, Moran will continue to hold the reigns with
co-moderator Frank Kovarik
next year.
Moran’s semi-retirement

photo | Dauphin Yearbook

means that he’ll step down
to teaching only two classes. Moran got a taste of the
Busenhart-style
retirement
this semester, when he taught
only three class sections, all
sophomores.
Surely Moran’s presence
will be missed at SLUH, but
it will be appreciated elsewhere; Moran’s daughter and

Moran working on Sisyphus.

newborn granddaughter are
moving back to St. Louis. Instead of grading papers until
midnight every night, Moran
has opted for the more familyfriendly route, but without totally ending his teaching days.
“What I’ll miss is not
being a full-time member of
the department, but I look
forward to other things,” said
Moran.
Moran’s plans for next
year are set, but what SLUH
holds for him after that is up
in the air. Since he’s going into
a semi-retirement, his yearto-year plans depend on what
the school decides. It will also
depend on how he feels about
teaching two sections.
But, there is no question
about his past: he’s poured his
heart into the community and
it has savored every drop.
“I feel so lucky to have
found this place and this community where we feel we have
a common enterprise that we
believe in,” said Moran.
“When I feel good about
the text that I’m teaching the
sophomores it’s because I
think that the art of the book
is beautiful and because it
opens the door to understanding their own experience
of life and giving language to
things that they encounter
and feel,” he said.
Perhaps Moran’s career
can be better understood
through a silly, though telling
story. One afternoon, Moran
was waiting for a call from
Curdt with news
about the birth of
the Kovariks’ first
child, so when
the phone rang he
rushed over to it
and snatched up
what he thought
was the phone.
However, it wasn’t
the phone that he
swung up to his
ear, it was a milkshake. In his excitement, Moran had
grabbed a milkshake and flung it
towards his face,
spilling the contents all over
himself. Despite the mess,
Moran still managed to pick
up the phone.
Throughout his 36 years,
Moran has always strived to
reach the phone for each of his
students and coworkers, no
matter how many milkshakes
he has to drench himself in to
do it.

photo | Dauphin Yearbook
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Moran talks technology, future decisions
(continued from page 7)

the school has made. You don’t have
to think about just the things I mentioned there, but are there things
that you would like to have done differently or have some level of regret
about doing?
JM: When I listen to your list of
bad times there, we had a plane crash
at the end of my first year which two
students and a parent died and we
had three faculty members die while
currently teaching at the school over
the course of my eight years here.
Those were the worst days at St. Louis U. High. Those were awful times.
I’m sure if I look back on those
specific instances, are there things
that I could have done differently in
terms of communication, in terms of
caring for the community, you never
leave those feeling like you can do
enough because the loss is just enormous. And I will carry those out of
here. The pictures of all three men
are up on my bulletin board. And
there’s a picture of Jacob Ritz I think
behind a few of those hats up there
as well from the time he was here
and Brendan Langford is well memorialized in that statue down by
the football field. Those were bad
times at SLUH.
The things that you’ve listed
there, that’s part of the job. You’re
going to say some things and some
things that are going to be unpopular and people will say some things
back to you that are not always nice.
That is part of that role. You know
that when you get into it and that
can be part of a teacher’s life, that
can be part of an assistant principal’s
life, that’s certainly part of the president’s life, you live in a public forum,
like a school is a public forum for
every educator, that’s part of what
you deal with. Is it more on a principal’s plate than on other plates? It
may be, but again it’s nothing that I
didn’t know when I took the job. The
tragedies along the way are the ones
you hope never ever happen. When
you do, you see lots of wonderful
people rise to the occasion and support one another and you’re always
left wondering, what else could we
have done for support?
LH: What moments or images
from the last eight years are going to
stay with you?
JM: Every time the whole
school is gathered and sings the Alleluia. It gripped me the first time I
heard an all school liturgy here and
it always has. The liturgies at College
Church and down at the Chaiftez
Center and at the Cathedral were
wonderful celebrations and to hear
those voices in those, especially College Church and the Cathedral they
were designed for beautiful voices to
be singing in God’s praise.
Anthony Deilia when he sang
earlier this year that was up on YouTube, Lord I Need You. I sent that
to a few of my friends back east and
said ‘This is what I’ve been talking
about for eight years.’ And there’s
a wonderful moment at the end of
that if anybody watches that video
where, it is a gorgeous rendition, I
was choked up listening to him do
it and I know I wasn’t alone. It was a
real highlight of the year.
And then afterwards, there was
perfect silence because of course it
was a communion reflection and
you guys understood you don’t applaud, even though you might want
to applaud and he deserves applause,
you don’t applaud at a moment like
that because that’s just not liturgically what we do. Let’s give that moment the respect that it has and then
we’ll move on to the next part of the
Mass. And that whole thing together to me was so much about what

makes this place awesome.
LH: How do you prepare for
the unexpected? I think back to the
August of 2014 which was just a
few days after the events in Ferguson and all that was unfolding. You
came back with a strong message of
solidarity with Ferguson, you talked
about the whole St. Louis region.
There have been other times too
when you’ve had to talk to people
in times of tragedy and mourning
too with the parents, students, and
teachers who have died. How do you
prepare for that? What do you say?
JM: Well, Ferguson I think
would be quite unique in terms of
my response. If we were talking
about a crisis like Connor’s passing
at the beginning of last year which
in and around the same time, but
a very different type of crisis. I’m
blessed to have a team around me of
Mr. Becvar, Dr. Kesterson, and Mr.
Linhares. We’ve been together for 7
years. I think rely a lot on our experience in those situations and the
fact that unfortunately we have been
in those places before. We know
here’s our kind of our playbook in
terms of who all we need to communicate with, who should be looking out for support, how can we be
out and about in the community to
show that support and who needs
and how do we connect people?
With Ferguson, I would say,
actually we’ve been preparing for
that since I got here and before. The
school’s been involved in work. Because of location, because of our
demographic, because of the students who are in the building and
the teachers who are in the building
and the employees of the institution,
diversity is a topic that was part of
our discussion long before Michael
Brown was shot in Ferguson and that
unfortunate incident. That brought a
spotlight on it.
I think we were prepared for
that moment differently than a crisis
management because we didn’t have
to go scramble and find a diversity
team or people who were interested
in diversity. We didn’t have to put
together a curriculum that addresses
African American literature. We
have that. There were lots of pieces
already in place that we quickly
turned to and said, ‘Okay, we need
to put a little more emphasis or more
resources in place’ but we didn’t have
to come up with those from scratch.
I imagine there were some schools
that maybe had to do that or look at
new for the first time.
LH: What type of principal and
what type of person do you hope
people around this place will re-

member you as?
JM: I don’t know. That’s a hard
question, maybe one to ask to some
people out there. I’m an English
teacher who really enjoyed Campus Ministry work and coaching
shotput. That’s how I started. I spent
fifteen years doing that at St. John’s
Prep and two years ago I taught a junior English class to kind of get back
in touch with that a little bit and love
that piece of it. I’ve never gotten out
to watch shotput as much as I’d like
because the afternoons tend to be
busy around here. I’ve certainly tried
to be involved in Campus Ministry
stuff while I was here and that’s always been really important to me.
That’s always been my approach
to the position: I didn’t start out
in college thinking ‘I want to be a
principal someday.’ I loved being an
English teacher, a coach, a campus
minister, and that lead to some other
things that’s led me to this position.
If it wasn’t for that background and
foundation, I might be a very different principal, I might not be a principal at all, but I think that’s what I’ve
tried to bring into the role is remembering and knowing what it’s like to
be in those classrooms.”
LH: I’m going to circle back to
the regret question. Specifically, the
iPads and that program is on a lot
of people’s minds. Is there anything
you wish you would have done differently either with communicating
the decision to people, with how it’s
been carried out this year, with the
pilot program. Is there anything that
sticks with you that could have been
done better or could have been done
differently?
JM: If you put yourself back
in the time when we were getting
close to make that decision, some of
the perspective I might offer would
be about where we were in terms
of other schools out there. One of
your very first questions was about
tradition and St. Louis U. High and
I think sometimes that can be a barrier to change. ‘Even though all the
other schools out there are doing it,
that doesn’t mean that we have to do
it.’ And that may be true in some cases and that may be a good justification and reason for not doing some
things, but I don’t believe it was in
terms of technology. It’s the world
that you as students live in.
So as I traveled nationally to
other Jesuit high schools, we were behind all those other schools. I joked,
it’s not a joke, I made the comment
that if we were to suddenly have this
big news flash about ‘SLUH’s going
to adopt iPads’ it would almost be
laughable. We weren’t ahead of the

curve in terms of this. So it was hard.
I get that it’s still hard for people. I
get that it may have left a bad taste in
some people’s mouths and lingered,
but we had to do it. I think the context of when and how that decision
was made may be lost a little bit now
looking back in retrospect in terms
of where we are. I didn’t feel at that
time like we could go much further
in the mode that we were in.
LH: And the mode you were in
was saying, ‘We don’t need this,’ resisting what other schools were doing.
JM: When I arrived here, you
wouldn’t be allowed to have that out
for this conversation, that needed
to be in your locker. I’m pointing at
your phone again. Think about that,
what a simple technology we have
now available to us that we were saying needs to stay in your locker. We
were in the habit of thinking of them
as phones, when they first came out
it was a phone. It’s not a phone any
more. It has phone capability. We
needed to get our head around that
and see the usefulness of it.
LH: What issues or areas does
the school need to address in the
coming years?
JM: I think it’s the diversity
work that we’ve done at the school
continues to be critical and critically important. We’ve made some
great strides in regards to our enrollment and population and our hiring
practices. The people who are in the
building involved in the conversation, I am now thinking specifically
now of Mr. Kovarik and Mrs. Harrison, Mr. Brown, Mr. Claggett, Mr.
Schuler, Mr. Navarro and the work
that they’re doing and dedicating themselves to. But it’s work in
my experience and when you read
about education is never really done.
There’s no finish line for it and as
our African American population
in the school grows, that brings new
questions to us as a culture and as a
school.
And it’s not just about our African American population, although
that is our largest minority population in the school, so that’s a big
question still for our culture is how
are we welcoming, supportive, inclusive already, like we talked about
with the Michael Brown situation,
and how could we be more so?
LH: And diversity, I think
you’ve made this point, diversity
is race, but it’s also geographical,
where are people coming from in the
St. Louis region, even religion now.
How does that play out?
JM: You asked me one of the
first questions, what was attractive

about St. Louis U. High and I described the relationships first and
foremost and that’s all true, but kind
of right behind that on the list would
be that location. The map up across
from the Main Office is an idea that
I stole from MICDS, when I saw
theirs and thought, ‘Man, if they can
do one, imagine what ours would
look like and how diverse and where
all the stickers would go on our map.’
So we ordered one because I think
that was something we did want to
celebrate.
We’ve started the last couple
years with Campus Ministry doing
the orientation for non-Catholic
students because we’re recognizing a
little bit of we want people to be involved in Catholic liturgy, but at the
same time, if that hasn’t been part of
their history or experience, what’s
that going to look like.
The fact that we’re Jesuit, when
you look at the not just the 200 year
history of St. Louis U. High, but the
500 year history of the Jesuits, what
have they done historically? They’ve
gone into countries and locations
and culture that are foreign and adopted and learned and grown from
the experience of doing so. Well, we
need to live that out here too. So,
put that all together and St. Louis
U. High is in a very unique situation
not just in the city of St. Louis, but
nationally to make a difference in
terms of diversity and diversity work
and culture.
When Brendan Underwood
gets up at a national conference and
speaks on race from a St. Louis perspective, it carries enormous weight.
People put there head up and go
‘Wow, that guy lives in the next town
over from Ferguson. We only hear
about that in the news in our west
coast or east coast school. He really lived it.’ And there’s a power in
that that Brendan capitalized I think
wonderfully in his emotion, in his
spirit, in his ability to deliver his
speech that I think exists not just for
him but for the school and anyone
coming to the school to be able to
talk about how does something like
Ferguson look to people outside the
city.
LH: How does this school adapt
to the changing landscape in the
area of private grade schools and
private high schools. What types of
things can the school do to maintain
a steady enrollment. What are those
things the school has been doing
and what needs to be done going
forward?
JM: Be great. You know, it
sounds cliché or it would to the
people who are in admissions, but
the best admissions work isn’t done
by Mrs. Schmelter or Mrs. Murphy,
who do amazing work, it’s done by
everybody. When 1,500 show up at
the Scottrade Center wearing blue
sweatshirts, that’s admissions work,
not specifically. When we run a
great summer camp, that’s admissions work. It’s not designed that
way, we don’t think of it that way.
When we get another set of National
Merit Scholars or AP exams or ACT
averages, that’s admissions work.
When we go down to the Chaifetz
and show up in our t-shirts and sing
loudly for Mass, again it’s us being
great and continuing to do so.
We have an office specifically
designed to help promote all of
those things, and I think they do
a great job with that and being out
talking with families and welcoming
families into the school, but I know
they would say it certainly helps that
they get to show this off. When families come, their job is to get families
to come to the back door. Now the
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Water Polo takes 18th State title with 10-1 victory over Lindbergh
BY Matthew
STAFF

Book

T

his past weekend the St. Louis U.
High water polo team claimed its
18th state championship and first backto-back state titles since the 2008-2009
seasons with a 10-1 win over Lindbergh.
The championship game was a bit
unusual this year, as that the team had not
played Lindbergh previously this season.
While they had beaten Marquette, a team
that Lindbergh had been trading losses
and victories with, there was a level of
uncertainty going into the game.
Also unusual: SLUH had 10 turnovers, a season-high 23 missed shots, and
Offensive Player of the Year candidate
Mark Franz was held scoreless.
“They worked very hard in the twometer to keep us fronted,” said senior Michael Krause. “Their big defensive player,
Dan Hof, played very tough and physical
in there.”
“Also prom was the night before,”
said senior Michael Niese.
SLUH’s defensive statistics were impressive. They managed 21 steals, an 89
percent save percentage by goalie Jimmy
Hogan, three field blocks, and only 15
shots allowed. Most impressively, as far
as the Missouri water polo archives show,
allowing only a single goal in the State
Championship game is unprecedented.
“We were able to keep Lindbergh to
that one goal because we always made
sure that we had their best players covered and that they weren’t able to shoot
the ball,” said Franz. “Sometimes that
meant crashing on a good guy even if it The team hoists the first place hardwear after the State victory last Saturday.
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Track and Field takes Districts,
setting new score record at meet

Baseball
defeats Ladue
in Semis

BY Jake Lepak
REPORTER

BY Nick
STAFF

T

T

he SLUH track team won the Class 5 District 1 title in dominating fashion last Saturday. Not only did they score 225 points (almost doubling Jackson’s second place, 117.5
point finish), but they also had at least one athlete qualify for Sectionals in all 18 events.
“I think we knew that qualifying for Sectionals in all 18 events was a potential,” said
head coach Joe Porter. “Guys had to come to
play on that day. People’s seasons end on this so
we know that it is tough to do that.”
The meet kicked off with a second place
finish by the 4x800-meter team of juniors Roman Lipinski and Will Kelly, sophomore Paul
Burka, and senior Joe Butler that ran 8:23 and
got edged out by a solid Jackson team.
Senior Sergio Goodwin won the triple
jump with an impressive 44-8.5, and fellow
senior jumper Laith Armouti was second with
42-8. Armouti also won the long jump with a
jump of 21-2.5 while senior David Jackson was
third with a jump of 20-9.
Senior Daniel Isom didn’t qualify in the
100, but was second in the 110 and won the 300
hurdles handily with times of 16.01 and 40.38.
Junior Tony Adams was fourth in the 110 hurdles. Junior Jayson Ashford won the 100 with a
time of 11.19.
Junior Sean Hruz was third in the pole
vault with a vault of 12-6. There was a lot of success on the jumping side as David Jackson was
first in the high jump with a jump of 6-2 while
sophomore Daniel McMurran jumped 6-0 to
get second.

continued on page 15

Gima

he St. Louis U. High baseball team only
played one game, a 5-4 loss to Parkway
South, in the final week of the regular season.
The team then topped Ladue in the District
semifinal to advance to the District final against
Vianney last night.
The Bills were scheduled to play the Ladue
Rams last Monday, but thunderstorms postponed the game until Thursday night. They
were also set to take on Breese Central Community high school last Wednesday, but conflicts with their District Tournament forced
them to cancel the game.
SLUH did manage to get in their game
against Parkway South on Tuesday despite the
rain showers the night before.
Junior Weston Baker started the game
against the Patriots, looking to give the team
another strong performance. He ran into some
trouble early as the Patriots scored two quick
runs in the second inning, and then a sacrifice
fly brought in a third run in the bottom of the
fourth. However, that was all Baker would allow in his four innings of work, and he left the
game in a 3-3 tie heading into the top of the
fifth.
“I didn’t have my best stuff today,” said
Baker. “But I think I kept us in the game, and
that’s the most important thing.
SLUH picked up the go-ahead run in the
fifth inning, but Parkway South got it right back
with another sacrifice fly in the bottom half of
the inning. The score remained knotted until
Senior David Jackson in the District Meet.
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Golf finishes successful JV Water Polo takes second in State
season with seventh
at State
BY Andrew
STAFF

T

Modder

he St. Louis U. High
varsity golf team closed
out its season this past Monday and Tuesday at the Class
4 State Tournament at Silo
Ridge Country Club in Bolivar, Mo., where they took seventh place out of eight teams.
Senior Scotty Berger, juniors Max Twardowski and
Michael Rackers, and sophomores Louie Perotti and Jack
Wachter traveled to Bolivar on
Sunday, for a practice round
to get to know the course.
Going into State, the
Jr. Bills knew they were going to be facing their toughest competition of the season, with known teams like
Chaminade, Marquette, and
De Smet in the tournament,
as well as unknowns such as
Glendale High School, who
took first, Rockhurst High
School, who took second, and
past champions Rock Bridge
High School, who took fourth
this year.
“I think we wanted to
beat the other MCC teams,
and I think we knew we could
play well,” said Rackers. “We
didn’t really think we could
win, but we wanted to do better than we did last year, to get
better than seventh.”
“I think we knew as a
team that we weren’t going to
win, we were just looking to
make a good showing,” said
Berger.

As Monday morning arrived to begin the tournament,
everyone was in shock at the
changing conditions from the
previous day and, unfortunately, they had turned drastically for the worse.
“(The conditions) were
horrendous,” said Berger. “It
was raining sideways, you had
to hold your umbrella one
way, and the winds were probably upwards of 20 to 30 miles
per hour, and the rain was not
a mist—it was buckets of rain.”
Although the team had
generally performed well in
tough conditions throughout
the season, most of the SLUH
players struggled during their
rounds on the first day, and it
was a very hard grind just to
get through the round. The
lowest score came from Berger, who shot a 9-over par 81.
“I just wanted to go out
and get a decent round and I
honestly did not want to play
badly,” said Berger. “I knew it
was going to be a really hard
competition and I wanted
to go play a round that I was
happy with.”
Wachter posted an 82,
Rackers an 83, and Twardowski and Perotti each had 87,
adding up to a total score of
333 strokes for the first day.
This put them 19 strokes behind Glendale, who held the
lead after the first day.
“The guys weren’t used to
playing in (those conditions),”

continued on page 14
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Coach John Penilla talks to the team during the game.
BY John Burke, Kyle Irvine, two three-minute periods.
and Riley McEnery
Ladue scored early in the first
REPORTERS
overtime and SLUH was unhe St. Louis U. High JV able to convert any offensive
water polo team lost a opportunities for the remainheartbreaker to Ladue in over- der of the overtime. Sophotime of the JV State Champi- more captain Barclay Dale
onship game. The final score had an impressive opportuwas 3-2.
nity from the two-meter off
The Jr. Bills started out a play run by the Jr. Bills, but
strong, and were up 2-0 at the the referees called an offensive
end of the first half. However, penalty to end the possession.
a stifling Ladue defense made
The loss is just the fifth
that the end of SLUH’s scor- for JV water polo since 2000.
ing. Ladue chipped away, and, It is the first time they haven’t
after a number of missed of- won the JV State Championfensive chances, tied the game ship since 2004.
up in the fourth quarter.
“We had a lot to live up
Overtime consisted of to,” said Dale. “We were ex-

T

pected to win.”
The loss was not without
silver lining, however.
“The whole game was a
beautiful show on how we’ve
improved our defense,” said
Dale.
It was the lowest scoring game all season for the Jr.
Bills, and also one of the most
stifling defensive performances the team has put on this
year. The team hopes to build
on this and get back on track
next year.
“Overall, we played one
of the best games we’ve played
all year. I would have liked to
see us win, but it is what it is,”

said sophomore captain Brendan Moore.
Moore, along with cocaptains Dale and Jacob
Fields, and other sophomores
Jack Laux, Joe Bytnar, and Andrew Szewczyk, will move on,
leaving the current freshmen
in positions of leadership on
next year’s JV team.
The whole year was a
learning year for most of the
freshmen, and the JV team
will look to players such as
Jarrett Schneider and Joe Feder to lead the team next year.

Water Polo finishes State-champ season with only one loss
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Coach Paul Baudendistel in the championship game last Saturday.

(continued from page 12)
job a lot easier,” said Hogan.
meant leaving one of their “I was also really pumped to
worse payers open.”
play my best game, knowing it
“The extraordinary de- would be my last game ever.”
fense in front of me made my
Senior captain Dan

Walsh opened up the scoring
with a 2-meter net-ripper and
sophomore Joe Jellinek scored
on a smart counterattack feed
from junior Thomas Nordma-

nn for an early 2-0 lead.
With Kreienkamp out for
a kick-out Lindbergh scored
their first (read: last) goal
of the game in a six-on-five.

Fortunately, SLUH reasserted
control on the ensuing restart, as Jellinek slapped in a
long pass from senior captain
Chris Kreienkamp.

A voracious start to the
second quarter led to to two
goals in 36 seconds: Niese
rocketed in a pass from
Krause, and Krause then
pounded in a breakaway.
Kreienkamp drew an ejection
and converted the disadvantage into a quick goal, and
Nordmann scored on a smart
counterattack with an assist
from John Burke, giving the
Jr. Bills a 7-1 edge at halftime.
Things then settled
comfortably into a half court
game, sacrificing some offense for defense. Despite this,
Walsh managed a clever lob,
and another ejection drawn
and converted by Kreienkamp
brought the score to 9-1.
A long-range skip shot by
senior Thomas O’Brien was
the last goal scored by SLUH
water polo this season. After
the score, ten underclassmen
subbed in on a timeout and
played keepaway to run out
the clock and secure SLUH’s
18th State Championship win.
Head coach Paul Baudendistel was quite satisfied

continued on page 15
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Golf finishes off a solid season
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Baseball ends regular season play
strong, heads to Districts
(continued from page 12)
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(From left to right) Coach Scott Gilbert, sophomores Jack Wachter, Louis Parotti, juniors
Max Twardowski and Michael Rackers.

(continued from page 13)

said Gilbert. “It was mentally a grind and I kept
telling the guys to dig mentally deeper than
they ever had before in their lives from hole
to hole. We had wet fairways, and turns out
the greens weren’t much slower, they were still
pretty quick.”
Going into the second day, the Jr. Bills
knew they needed something big to get back
into contention. But, despite less rain, there was
more wind and the wind chill dove to about
40 degrees. The Jr. Bills continued to struggle,
posting a second round total of 338, giving
SLUH a cumulative total of 671 strokes. Glendale finished 44 strokes ahead at 627, Chaminade placed third with 638, and De Smet fifth
with 649.
The top SLUH finishers were Rackers and
Twardowski, who tied for 53rd with scores of
167 over the two days. Berger finished at 168,
tying him for 58th.
“I was a little disappointed with how
things turned out, and I was wanting better
for the guys,” said Gilbert. “They worked really
hard this year, so we were hoping we would be
right around that fourth or fifth spot at State,
but it’s a game and it didn’t work out. We took
away a lot of positives.”
Those positives included Twardowski rebounding after a rough first round with an 80
in the second round, mostly due to an even-par

back nine to finish the tournament. In addition, Rackers stayed consistent with an 84,
and although Perotti, Wachter, and Berger
struggled a little more, the team finished solidly to end a memorable season.
“We had a lot of highlight moments this
year, like winning the Indiana Midwest tournament, placing second at the Bulldog Battle
and Districts and Sectionals, getting to State
for the third straight year, and then placing
high in the Laker Invitational, the Webster
Cup, and the Bantle Memorial,” said Gilbert.
“If you would have asked me back in March I
would have never been able to lay that out to
you.”
“We were better than we thought we
were going to be at the beginning of the year,”
said Rackers. “We had a couple guys that
didn’t have great seasons last year but really
played well this year.”
Also, with many on the varsity team returning for next season, this disappointing
finish at the State Tournament will hopefully
carry some passion and drive into next year
for the team.
“It keeps the fire burning for next year,
and I don’t think the guys are through,” said
Gilbert. “Their goal is to get back and show
the golf community that we’re better than
this. It sets our sights for next year and it
keeps us hungry.”

Underclassmen Briefs
C Baseball

CBC/ SLUH Tournament
5/13
Vianney		
5
SLUH		
4
Key stat: SLUH finished runner-up in the season-ending
tournament
Key quote: “We had a great
season. Looking forward to
next year,” said freshman Justin Koesterer.

B Baseball

5/13
Oakville		
0
SLUH		
3
Key stat: Coming off the
bench, sophomore Jordan
Comerio had a hit and stole
a base.

JV Lacrosse

5/14
Belleville 0
SLUH		
16
Key stat: Sophomore Chip
Holmes won all of his faceoff
attempts.
5/14 Quarterfinals
Ladue		
4
SLUH		
5
Key stat: Sophomore Kevin
Einig scored the game winning goal.

5/18
MICDS 		
12
SLUH		
6
Key stat: Junior Sam Goedeker had 12 saves in spite of the
MICDS offensive onslaught.
Key quote: “The boys were a
buzzin’, but MICDS just came
out stronger than us,” said
sophomore Jake Killian.

C/JV Inline

5/14 Semifinals
5/14
Eureka		
6
SLUH		
1
SLUH		
7
Vianney		
11
Key stat: Junior Joe Boyce Key stat: Senior John Benben
contributed two goals to the scored the only goal for the
Jr. Bills’ victory.
DerbyBills.
5/14 Finals
Rockbridge
3
—Nick Prainito, Ian Mulvihill,
SLUH		
9
and Sam Goedeker contribKey stat: The win locked up uted reporting
SLUH’s first ever JV State title.

the bottom of the seventh inning, when Parkway South
roped a walk-off solo home
run over the left field wall to
give the Patriots the 5-4 win.
“The bench just didn’t
have that energy that we usually have,” said second basemen Keaton King. “It’s easier
to play and win when guys are
cheering for you.”
“When the bench gets up,
it makes it a lot easier to get in
the other team’s head, which
really helps us on both sides
of the game,” said senior outfielder Sam Perry.
This Monday, the Jr. Bills
defeated Ladue by a score of
9-6 in the District semifinals.
Despite the Rams leading by
a score of 6-5 going into the
bottom of sixth, the Jr. Bills
managed to come back. Junior
Jacob Safarian smashed a ball
into left field to tie the game,
then senior Truman Stephens
followed suit with another left
field single, this time driving
in two runs to take the lead.
Senior Mike Barry then solidified the lead with an RBI

Junior Donovan Ditto in last night’s game.

single. In 4 2/3 innings of
pitching, senior John Brinkman tallied six strikeouts, no
earned runs, and just three
hits.
The victory advanced the
Jr. Bills to the District finals
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last night, where they faced
Vianney.
“We just need to focus
in more during practice,” said
head coach Steve Nicollerat.
“If we do that, we’ll be just
fine.”

Tennis defeats Ladue for District
Championship
BY Jack Waters, Brendan
Voigt

REPORTER, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

R

ebounding from an earlier regular season loss to
rival Ladue, the St. Louis U.
High varsity tennis team defeated Ladue to win the District 3 title this past week.
After an up and down
season, the Jr. Billikens continued their recent hot streak
by beating Ladue 5-1. The
District title, a noted goal
throughout the year, was the
tennis team’s first since 2014.
In their second match of
the season, on March 29, the
Jr. Bills had lost to the Rams
5-4, a loss that was still fresh
in the team’s mind.
“That was a really close
match, and it was at the very
beginning of the season we
were shuffling around doubles
pairs. We just didn’t have the
chemistry we needed to have
earlier in the season,” said junior Sam Bott.
The Jr. Billikens started
the day off with a dominant
effort in doubles play. The
No.1 doubles team of seniors
Mehal Amin and Vinny Bartholomew won a close match
8-6 against a talented top team
from the Rams. Senior David
Lord and junior Michael Behr,
the No. 2 seed team, dominated in their match, winning
8-3. The No. 3 doubles pairing
of juniors Ben and Sam Bott,
the only doubles team that has
played together all year without change, won 8-4 to complete the sweep of the three
doubles matches.
“It was really important
for all of our doubles teams
to get off to a good start,” said
Behr. “ We got up early and
we kept the lead with really
aggressive play.”
Though every singles
player lost the first set of
his match, two of the three

bounced back to win their
matches and clinch the 5-1
victory. Behr won 3-6, 6-4,
and 10-2 in a tiebreaker, and
the No. 2 seed David Lord
won 1-6, 6-3, 10-8, in a match
against an opponent he had
been defeated handily earlier in the year. While Lord
was in the tiebreaker with his
opponent, all other matches
stopped to watch.
“Every
other
game
stopped and was just watching the point,” said Ben Bott.
“It was really cool.”
In the individual district
tournament, Michael Behr
finished third at the No. 6
seed and Lord finished first at
No. 2 singles, which gave him
a chance to go to individual
sectionals. Overall, the Jr. Bills
were disappointed by their effort in the individual portion
of the district tournament.
“The individual districts
went well for me, but not as
good for the other guys,” said
Lord. “We just didn’t play our
best all around.”

On Wednesday, Lord
traveled to McCluer North
and won in straight sets, 6-0,
6-0 to clinch his spot in the
individual state tournament.
Lord will be the only Jr. Bill to
go to individual state this year.
“I knew going into the
sectional match that it would
be pretty easy, so I was happy
with how it turned out,” said
Lord.
“We were all really excited, but especially for David,” said Ben Bott. “He’s been
struggling this year at (No.) 2
singles, so it was really big for
him to clinch the match. He’s
really starting to play well.”
The Jr. Billikens still have
a chance to go to state as a
team. The Jr. Billikens will
soon play in team sectionals,
on Saturday, May 21.
“The team looks really great this year and we are
hoping to continue our success into state this year,” said
Behr.
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Water Polo wins second State title in a row

Senior Michael Krause in the championship game.

(continued from page 13 )

with the scoring. “I would
rather win 10-1 than 17-7 because you can score goals with
just two or three, maybe even
one, really good offensive
player, but if you only give up
one goal that means that your
whole team is on the same
page and working well together,” said Baudendistel.
Looking back on this
season, there was one clear
highlight, a game that many
team members said they were

more excited about than even
winning State. That was the
De Smet Invitational championship game against Chicago team Stevenson, where
the blue speedos battled for a
tough 8-7 win.
“The thing that really
makes Stevenson the highlight
of this year for me was the fact
that we rose to the occasion as
a team,” said Walsh. “That was
the best water polo we played
as a team all year, it was the
closest game, and it was the

photo | Leo Heinz

most intense game. After that
final horn everyone was highfiving and just so hyped that
we had done it. Not just win,
but achieve one of our goals
this season which was ‘to become the best team that we
can be.’ While we could always
improve, that was really a special game.”
The win carried some redemption with it as well. This
season’s only loss came from
the No. 3 ranked Chicago
team Lyons. Interestingly, Ste-

venson was ranked No. 2.
“They were the best team
we faced all year and in beating them we also proved that
we were not the same team
that lost to Lyons two weeks
earlier,” said Kreienkamp.
After such a successful season it is no surprise
that many individual players
were honored with personal
awards. Utility player Krause
was All-District Third Team;
goalie Hogan and defender
Walsh were All-District Second Team; 2-meter Franz was
All-District First Team and
Offensive Player of the Year;
and Kreienkamp was All-District First Team and Player of
the Year.
After a season that the seniors can rest happily on, this
year’s six juniors and three
sophomores look forward to a
shot at SLUH’s 19th state title
next season.
To these underclassmen,
Kreienkamp leaves this advice: “The only thing I have to
offer to the underclassmen, I
heard from Luke Twardowski,
’15: have fun.”
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Nightbeat

Baseball defeats Vianney for District title

SLUH took on Vianney in the Class 5 District final. Senior Anthony Delia allowed only one run through four
innings of work, leaving the game with a 5-1 lead. The Griffins tied it up in the fifth with four runs. Then in the
bottom of the fifth, John Brinkman lined a single to right field to score the go-ahead run. The Bills prevailed to
win their 26th consecutive district title.

Nightbeat

Volleyball moves on to State

The St. Louis U. High varsity volleyball team defeated Vianney in two sets, 25-20 and 25-23 last night at Lindenwood University. The team will take on Lafayette in in the State final tonight at 7 p.m. at Lindenwood University. This is a repeat of last year’s State final and the team is hoping to take back-to-back championships.

Moran off to Maine in car with dog, Dita
(continued from page 11)

front door, you know what
I’m talking about, once they
come through, what do they
do? They open a classroom
door and let you look inside
because we know that no matter what classroom door they
open, there’s great stuff going
on in there. It’s not staged.
LH: We hope it’s not.
JM: Well, it’d be too hard
to do it; there’s too many
doors. I think families recognize that, like ‘Wow she just
kind of waltzed in there and
who knew what was going to
happen?’
LH: And part of this
seems to be too about appealing to very many different
groups so you’re not preaching the same message to same
zip code and making sure that

message gets out to different
types of people. This is a diversity issue too.
JM: We don’t have a great
school because we had a great
school. You always have to
have that vision five and ten
and fifteen years out.
LH: You’ve been in education I think for over 20
years.
JM: Sure thing, you’re
making me feel old.
LH: 20?
JM: So I started, I taught
a year in South Africa in 1993,
the entire calendar year there
and I returned to New England to my family in the winter of ’94 and started, I actually
taught two or three months at
St. John’s Prep at the end of a
school year in ’94. So my first
full academic year was ’94-’95.

LH: What keeps you motivated and engaged in education work? I know it’s changed
because you are now in the
administrative role, but even
as teacher, what keeps you going?
JM: It hasn’t changed actually. The role’s changed, but
it’s working with you guys.
Now, I’ll amend that as soon
as it came out. What’s changed
with being an administrator
is getting to work more with
teachers as well, but it doesn’t
stop the working with high
school students and your enthusiasm but also your expertise.
I’ll give credit to Mr.
Pitts, I heard Mr. Pitts describe his sons grew more in
the four years that they were
here, the only other time they

grew more than that was years
0-5. I thought that really captures it. Maybe it took a parent’s perspective at that time.
I know I wasn’t a parent when
he said it. That really captured
it for me: it’s exciting to watch
the growth, to be involved in
discussions about how do we
help that, how do we sometimes just get out of the way a
let it happen, what are some of
the things that we put in front
of you guys that make you
want to reach and grow and
stretch.
And what’s our role in
getting those things in place?
So, the shifts would be when
you’re a teacher almost all of
your attention is directly on
the students because for four
classes a day, 80 to 100 students are calling upon you to
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Track heads to
Sectionals this Saturday
(continued from page 12)

Despite the strong team
showing, the team realizes
that there is still a lot to work
on for the Sectional meet.
“I could have done better,” said Jayson Ashford. “I
had a hurt hamstring so I
didn’t really run like I wanted
to.”
This Sectional meet will
be the toughest meet that
SLUH competes in all year.
Teams like Lafayette, Eureka,
CBC, Jackson, and Marquette
will test the Jr. Bills and make
their trip to State hard.
“Our Sectional will be
significantly tougher,” said
Porter. “There’s a lot more
great athletes in it and it will
be a lot tougher to qualify for
State. There’s so many great
teams in our Sectional that it’s
like a mini State meet. We are
going to have a good focus going into this meet. The name
of the game is still survive and
advance, you got to get to the
dance and then roll the dice to
see what happens. We are definitely confident after last week
but we got to make sure that
we come with a even a little bit
more intensity and focus with
how great our Sectional is.”
Even though the odds
might be stacked against
them, the Jr. Bills are confident the meet will go well.
I feel like we have a really good team,” said Jayson
Ashford. “We should be ready
for next week. We have to run
our hardest. Run fast and turn
left!”

deliver that. I get to work a
lot more one on one, like conversations like this, but then
I also get to work one on one
with a lot of teachers who are
in those roles.
LH: What is now and
June 30 look like for you, emotionally, what types of feelings
do you have as you prepare to
leave?
JM: Oh, I’m not prepared
to leave. This will hit like a ton
of bricks. I’ll be in the middle
of Ohio somewhere in a car
with a dog like ‘Oh wait!” It’ll
just happen really fast. You
know, frankly, there’s probably
a blessing, it’s not a blessing
for President Laughlin trying
to put together plans for next
year, but there’s a blessing for
me perhaps in that graduation
is in 10 days and I’ll just be
crazy busy, this time of year is
busy, no matter what, whether
if I was leaving or not.
So I’m sort of able to
compartmentalize a little bit
right now. Well, travel details,
packing details, emotional details, will need to wait a little
bit until be get to graduation.
I’m sure June will be a whole
lot busier than most Junes are;
usually Junes are a little bit of
a breath. And this one will be
spent with packing.
The very moment this
news started to become public, I think I was pretty open
about the fact, that I’m heartbroken to leave this place in
some ways. That’s not to say
anything about my level of

excitement about going to
Cheverus and about whether
or not this was the right decision; it is the right decision,
but that doesn’t mean it’s not
hard. A theme of our conversation today might be that
sometimes the right decision
is a hard decision and that
there’s emotions involved with
that. I’ll text you from Ohio
what exact town I’m melting
down in.
LH: So you’ll be driving
to Maine with your wife, a
baby, a dog?
JM: As far as the planning goes, I think actually my
wife and the baby will get on a
plane and fly up.
LH: So it’ll be you and
the dog?
JM: It’ll be me and the
dog and a couple of plants in
the car.
LH: And the dog’s name
is?
JM: Dita. We rescued
Dita our first winter here. We
had another dog when we
came and we got her at a shelter out in Chesterfield.
LH: In your VW?
JM: No, The dogs don’t
go in the little car. We’ll drive
my wife’s car, more of an SUV.
There’s your image of the SUV,
the dog, and the houseplants.
A trip I don’t wish upon anyone.
LH: Well, thank you. I really appreciate it, as always.
JM: Happy to do it, happy to spend the time, it’s nice
to be in reflection.

On the throws side,
sophomore Dan Evans and
freshman Darion Mullins
both PR’ed by a foot, but Evans was fourth with a throw of
44-7 and will move on to Sectionals. Evans was also fourth
in the discus with a throw of
127-5.
The distance squad encountered success also, they
went six for six and had all
competitors qualify: senior
Dustan Davidson in the 1600
and 800 run (4:29 and 1:54,
first place in both of them),
Butler was third in the 1600
run with a time of 4:34. Kelly
was fourth in the 800 run with
a time of 2:03. Senior Jake
Lepak was third in the two
mile with a time of 10:07 while
junior Joe Laughlin was second with a time of 10:00.18.
The long sprinters ran
with vigor, as Ashford and
Adams finished first and third
in the 200 with time of 22.46
and 22.86. Ashford also won
the 400 with a time of 49.6
while Lipinski was third with
a 50.97.
Every single relay team
also qualified for the sectional
meet. The 4x100 relay (Daniel
Jackson, Adams, junior Andrew Clair, Isom) was first and
ran a time of 43.49, the 4x200
(senior Robert Caldwell, Daniel Jackson, Clair, junior Jaleel
Ashford) was third with a time
of 1:33.45, and the 4x400m relay (Lipinski, Daniel Jackson,
Jaleel Ashford, Davidson) won
handily with a time of 3:26.
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Photos of the Year

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP RIGHT:
BASEBALL: Varsity baseball players celebrate a walk off
win against Vianney, for coach Steve Nicollerat’s 600th
win. Photo by: Brendan Voigt
ROBOTICS: Junior Daniel Wagner test-flying a quadcopter as a part of the Robotics Club. Photo by: Brendan
Voigt
SUNSET: The newly completed SLUH football field after
it received fresh roll of new turf. Photo by: Brendan
Voigt
SOCCER: Players and fans celebrating after Senior Peter
Simon scored a goal early in the season against Chaminade. Photo by: Brendan Voigt
JESUIT HOUSE: Fr. Jim Burshek S.J., Fr. Ron Mercier
S.J., and fellow Jesuits cutting the ribbon at the opening
of the Jesuit House. Photo by: Brendan Voigt
DIRECTION DAYS: Freshman Christian Berger playing
water polo during the last round of Direction Days at
Green Hills. Photo by: Nolen Doorack
RUNNING OF THE BILLS: Senior Sergio Goodwin
leads the Blue Crew and freshmen in the Running of the
Bills. Photo by: Brendan Voigt
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