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Locks on classroom
doors replaced
Change made with lockdowns in mind
BY Nolen Doorack and
Sam Chechik
NEWS EDITOR, CORE STAFF

S

t. Louis U. High has taken
a step in the secure direction.
Over
the
summer,
the maintenance crew has
switched locks on classroom
doors and added magnetic
door holders in order to increase safety and efficiency in
the case of a lockdown situation.
The maintenance crew
installed new locks and
magnetic door holders onto
around 45 classroom doors,
photo | Patrick Enderle costing an estimated $450

One to One Arrives: Students use their iPads during activity period Tuesday.

IT
department
prepared
students,
faculty for
iPad rollout
BY Sam Chechik
CORE STAFF

S

t. Louis U. High’s Information Technology department has been helping students and faculty learn about
their iPads.
Starting in April and
May of the 2014-2015 school
year, Director of Educational Technology Andrea
Nunziante met individually
with all of the freshman and
sophomore teachers to train
them on applications like Notability, Google Drive, Calendar, and a slew of others that
would be used in classes.
During the summer
months, Nunziante helped
with the freshman Computer
Fundamentals courses, where
Google Apps were a main focus.
“I think it was good that
he taught us how to actually
use the iPad and how it functions so that when we come
here, we know a little bit of
what to do,” said freshman Joe
Mantych of the course.

continued on page 5

Sportswear
company violates
SLUH trademark on
clothing
BY Sam Heagney
FEATURES EDITOR

A

fter someone tried to return a clothing item purchased from Prep Sportswear,
a popular custom apparel
website, to the school bookstore last spring, St. Louis U.
High filed a cease and desist
order to the website claiming a violation of registered
trademarks.
An item in SLUH’s May
24 newsletter warned parents
about the company and stated
that the online distributor was
“selling unauthorized SLUH
items...in violation of SLUH’s
registered trademarks.”
The only public action
that SLUH has taken so far
towards Prep Sportswear is
the order to stop the sale of
any SLUH-related apparel
that violates the registered
trademarks.
Prep Sportswear is an
online retailer that specializes in custom apparel; the
website’s catalogue includes a
large amount of high school
and college apparel.
This is not the first time
that a school has taken legal action against the com-
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pany. A quick internet search
turned up five high schools
and colleges that have filed
for trademark or copyright
infringement against Prep
Sportswear.
Disputes are so frequent
that the retailer’s “Contact Us”
section even includes an area
for trademark complaints.
SLUH’s trademark policy
covers a wide range of uses of
the logo and different juxtapositions of SLUH graphics.
Most importantly, it covers
any use of the phrase “St.
Louis U. High,” the abbreviation “SLUH,” and the phrase
“Jr. Bills.”
The Prep Sportswear
webpage still offers apparel that displays the phrase
“SLUH Jr. Bills,” ranging from
hoodies to shorts.
“This is an outside vendor trying to make money off
of us. I think that’s probably
the biggest issue,” said Dr.
Moran.
SLUH’s trademark policy
was put in place to protect the
school’s image and reputation
from outside, untrusted parties. Additionally, the policy

Linhares and Rosario write book
Titled Tradition, Class, Pride:
Building a Cross Country Dynasty, Linhares and Rosario ’98
write about their collective cross
country experience. Page 2.
News

BY Connor FitzGerald
NEWS EDITOR

A

fter a long deliberation
period, the St. Louis U.
High administration changed
the phone policy in regards to
lunchtime use and the JUG
policy surrounding phones.
Screens,
including
smartphones, iPads, and laptops, are no longer allowed
in the Commons during students’ lunch periods. This
change has been under consideration for a long time,

He’s ‘Ritten’ his resignation
After 15 years, Rittenhouse resigns as Assistant Athletic Director to pursue a career in the field
of technology. Page 4.

News

Schaefer joins Advancement
Schaefer ’99 taken on new position as campaign coordinator
for the Imagining 18 fundraising
process. Page 6.
News

continued on page 5

New phone/JUG policy put in
place; lunches go screen-free
according to Assistant Principal for Student Life Brock
Kesterson. The aim of the rule
is to prevent students from
spending their entire lunch
period on their devices and to
promote healthy round table
conversations.
“The idea of the lunch
policy has been coming for
a while,” said principal John
Moran. “We found that as we
increased the amount of technology on campus, we wanted
to create a balance that is proartwork | Ian Mulvihill

continued on page 4

News

over the summer. Director of
Maintenance Rick Figge and
maintenance member Steve
Debrecht led the process of
replacing the small mechanisms with locks. Originally,
Director of Facilities Joe
Rankin called a locksmith
company, but their price
for the job was too high for
SLUH’s budget range for the
fixes. In order to save money,
Rankin had small parts ordered for the doors.
Previous locks gave faculty and staff with keys the
ability to unlock doors for
extended periods of time
and lock them back up when

Ferguson, one year later
Reflecting back on Michael
Brown’s death, people close to
Ferguson discuss the events that
have transpired since August 9,
2014. Page 7.

personal contact while still
recognizing all that technology can do. Lunch seemed
to be a place that we could
do that. For us, it’s been part
of the discussion with teachers and department chairs for
well over a year.”
The change in JUG
policy, which is included in
this year’s handbook, distinguishes between active phone
use and passive phone noises
going off in class. The punishment for active phone usage
in a non-designated area is
still three JUGs, while passive phone offenses are now
punished with one JUG. Previously, active and passive
phone violations were treated
identically and the offender
had to serve three JUGs in
both situations.
“I always try to kind of
evaluate discipline and see if
thing stack up and if things
work,” said Kesterson. “The
more I thought about it … is
it the same thing when someone’s texting under their desk
and when their mother says
to them that they need to pick
up their little brother from
school? I don’t think it is.”
The administration also
limited the flexibility of serv-

continued on page 5

Sports

Muskopf takes off as new AD
Muskopf succeeds Wehner in
position of Athletic Director as
fall sports begin. Page 6.
Sports

Scuffle! SLUH plays Hillsboro
SLUH football kicks off their season against Hillsboro tonight as
Running of the Bills and Freshman Fun Day commence. Page 9.
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Nearly 2,000 gathered, sweated, and raved at the StudentBack to School Mixer last Friday night
run Tech
photo | Nolen Doorack

Students Carl Lee, Joe McMurran, and Nick Lang lose themselves front and center of the mosh pit at the Back to Shool Mixer.
BY John Michael Fitzgerald
STAFF

S

tudents gathered in the
Danis Field House last
Friday for the annual Backto-School Mixer—more commonly referred to as BTSM—
a bit earlier than years past.
“Although it was only
the second day of school, it
seemed to work in our favor,”
said Student Council moderator Kate Toussaint. “Some of
the girls schools weren’t even
started yet and the SLUH stu-

dents didn’t have much work
from classes yet, so it was a
fun way to kick off the school
year.”
In past years, the tickets usually sold out within
the first three days of release,
but this year they didn’t sell
out until the day of the mixer. Nonetheless, the mixer
brought in $18,300. Though
there were some complications in counting the total
number of attendees, STUCO
estimates about 1,850 people
were there.

For the mixer, two projectors were placed on the
sides of the stage, displaying
psychedelic designs to complement the music. The playlist was also modified to range
over different styles of music
that would please everyone.
“It seemed like much
more of a diverse crowd, and
the playlist seemed to appeal
to everyone,” said Toussaint.
Though a technical difficulty caused the music to go
out temporarily at one point,
even that couldn’t sap the en-

ergy from the crowd as Spirit
Leader Tim Sansone began
leading SLUH’s classic cheers,
such as “Oh when the Bills,”
where everyone locked arms
and sang together.
“It was great to see everyone band together in unison,”
said student body President
Jack Perryman. “That is something you truly can’t replicate.”
After a few minutes the
technological problem was
solved, the music returned,
and the crowd went right back
to energetic dancing.

image | courtesy of Jim Linhares

hares. This ranges from how
to run a beginning-of-theyear parent meeting to proper
stretching.
Secondly, the book tells
the story of SLUH’s journey as
a cross country program.
“It starts from a time
when we weren’t making it to
State, to getting to State, succeeding in State, and finally
ending up a really dominant
team,” said Linhares.
The third portion of
the book is explaining what
sports are about.
“It tells why sports matter, what potential there is in
youth sports for forming and
shaping human beings, and
why sports have value,” said
Linhares.
Linhares coached cowriter Rosario when he ran
for SLUH in the late 1990s.
Rosario was a Division
II All-American at Truman
State and qualified for the
2004 Olympic Trials Marathon. He is also the founder
of Big River Running Company, ranked by the Running
Network as one of the best 50
stores in America. He now
coaches the Northern Arizona Elite cross country team, a
team which consistently produces Olympic-level runners.
Rosario cited similar reasons to Linhares for the inspiration to write the book. He
hopes to instill his passion for
running in coaches and, by
extension, into their runners,
who will be invigorated by the
success implementing Lin-

hares’ philosophies will yield.
“We are trying to help
the people already involved
in running try to make that
experience more rich,” said
Rosario.
Another reason Rosario decided to write the book
with Linhares was the powerful effect Linhares and his
philosophies had on his life.
“Mr. Linhares is a fantastic coach, he’s the best coach I
ever had in many ways. Without him I wouldn’t be where I
am,” said Rosario.
Rosario believes that every coach can be a role model,
someone whose character can
rub off on his pupils long after
they move on, a term coined
in the book as formational
coaching.

“Everyone seemed to be
having a great time, and there
was really no negativity in the
Field House,” said Sansone.
Along with the excitement down on the basketball
court, up above on the mezzanine, the Honduras project
was selling bottled water to
the many students who were
sweating out half of their body
fluids. The night was very successful for them as they sold
over 750 water bottles.
As the lights finally came
on at 10:00 to signal the end
of the mixer, the music shut
off and the energy began to
dissipate, but that didn’t stop
those near the stage as they
sang the now notorious song
around SLUH: “Oakland Avenue.” Even though there was
no background music to support them, they continued to
sing a capella.
“It was such a cool
thing to see everyone chant
the words together. It really
showed the brotherhood we
have here at SLUH,” said Sansone.
After “Oakland Avenue”
was done, the crowd left the
Field House, and with that the
2015 BTSM came to an end.
“The mixer was a great
way to start the year as a
community,” said Perryman.
“STUCO did a phenomenal
job organizing the entire
event.”
—Aidan Moore contributed to
reporting.

Linhares, Rosario publish book about XC experience

The cover of Linhares’ book, which is available for purchase now.
BY Jimmy Bricker and John
Burke
STAFF AND REPORTER

T

his past summer, Assistant Principal for Mission Jim Linhares published a
book about his cross country
team coaching experiences
and wisdom. Linhares worked
on the book with his friend
and St. Louis U. High class of
’98 graduate Ben Rosario.
The book, Tradition,
Class, Pride: Building a Cross
Country Dynasty, was published in July, the end of a
process that took 17 months
to complete.
Linhares had many rea-

sons for writing his book,
but narrowed it down to two
simple ones.
“The practical immediate
(reason) is Ben (Rosario) said,
‘Let’s write a book,’” Linhares
said, “But, my inspiration for
writing the book is just what
I experienced over my many
years of coaching these guys.”
Linhares coached the
SLUH cross country team
from 1983 to 2009.
The book primarily focuses on three things.
“One, it goes through an
entire year cycle of what you
have to do to build a cross
country program,” said Lin-

“It’s pretty cool to know
that you could be somebody
that this person could be
thinking about and thanking 20, 30, 40 years down
the line as someone who put
them down the right path
in life. That coaches have an
awesome opportunity to be
that person and be that role
model, not to be the person
that just tries to get an athlete from point A to B and get
them to run fast, but to be a
person who really really has
an impact on the person’s life
in a way much bigger than the
sport,” said Rosario.
Tradition, Class, Pride
is available now online for
$19.99.

photo | Dauphin Yearbook

Coach Linhares announces from the lead car at the
Forest Park Festival in 2013.

Help Desk
is formed
for iPads
BY Nick Messina
CORE STAFF

T

he Technology Department has opened a Technology Help Desk to help the
underclassmen with problems
with their iPads.
Located in the library,
the largely student-run Help
Desk is open all day to any
student who wants advice or
troubleshooting for his iPad.
“Typically, a student will
come in with an issue regarding the Google applications or
Wi-Fi problems,” said senior
Patrick Rottman, who helps
work the Help Desk. “Overall,
the fixes are quick and painless. Students that come in
are sent happily away in two
to three minutes after visiting
the help desk.”
Although the Help Desk
was installed at SLUH just this
past month, the idea for some
sort of an easy-access technological support hub had been
discussed in the Technology
Department for around a year.
“I was at Hancock Place
High School last year, just to
see how they were doing their
help desk,” said Linda Gruss,
who oversees the Help Desk.
“It’s becoming more and more
of a thing in schools, having
students help other students.”
The nine students who
staff the Help Desk usually
talk before and after school as
well as during activity period.
“We had a large crowd
on the first day, and it’s kind
of tapered off right now, but
we still have students coming
in, which is great,” said Gruss.
“I’ve spent so many years
learning everything there is to
know about Apple firmware,
it’s nice to finally use that information to help someone,”
said Rottman.
While some of the issues
range from minor Apple OS
issues to problems with the
network, many of the questions the staff answer are basic technology requests due
to unfamiliarity with the devices.
“The students are really
good about just engaging with
the students, getting to know
how familiar they are with
their devices,” said Gruss.
Even though the Help
Desk workers are instructing the students, both parties
teach each other something
new.
“It’s been pushing me to
explore more about the different apps that the students
are using. It’s been great, I’ve
been learning with them,”
said Gruss. “Just because as a
technology person, we don’t
often get to use what the students are using, so it’s pushed
me to use those to answer
questions.”
“It’s really given me a
better understanding of how
something that comes naturally to me can benefit those
around me,” said Rottman.
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Editorial: Where are the letters of yesteryear?
Letters to the editors have sparked discussions, ideas, emotional responses, and
even influenced policy decisions at SLUH.
Students have turned to the Prep News over
the past ten years to comment on same-sex
dance policies, to apologize for vulgar and
sexist homeroom t-shirts, and to speak their
minds about one-to-one technology in the
classroom. Teachers have written letters to
reflect on 9/11 and to note a growing environment of anti-intellectualism. Parents have
used the Prep News to debate global warming
and to commend student cheer sections.

60

Thoughtful discourse is crucial for an
active and engaged community. Our community benefits when we share perspectives
and opinions in a community-wide forum.
We need to be able to ask tough questions, to
address issues, and to celebrate and highlight
the good things. Letters are a great medium
for this valuable dialogue.
A letter to the editor requires a formality and seriousness that snarky tweets lack.
Letters have power behind their words. Last
year, a group of juniors requested that the
Class of 2016 be left out of the one-to-one

technology program. This year, only freshman and sophomore classes are required to
have iPads. In volume 77 of the Prep News,
student and teacher letters addressed the issue of cheating. As the Instructional Council
explored plans for a stronger sense of academic integrity, letters continued to come in.
Whether these outcomes are direct results of letters written to the editor matters
not so much. The letter-writing and the resulting discussions were important to the
community.
The Prep News received 12 letters total

Letters to the Editor
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A look back at ten years
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in last year’s volume 79–the least of any volume of the last ten years. Many reasons could
account for this decline. The fear of backlash
may keep some from sharing their convictions in such a public manner. And backlash
is a reality; when a student addressed the
problem of using Twitter to address issues of
sexism in the SLUH community last year, he
took a little heat from his peers. Other members of the community may just be satisfied
with spontaneous tweets rather than disciplined and thorough letters. Deflecting real
issues with brash humor–which is often the
case on social media–takes away opportunity
to honestly look at a problem.
Complaints constantly flutter
around the hallways. Passionate
opinions are all over social media
and the lunch tables. But, at least
Student
last year, these opinions didn’t
Teacher find their way into the Prep News,
which happens to be the biggest
Alumni
audience that almost any member
Parents
of the SLUH community can hope
for. Complacency is potent. Don’t
Club
lose the opportunity to speak up
Other
when you can.
With iPads in half of the
classrooms, visions of campus
overhauls, and ongoing racial
tensions in the St. Louis area, the
community needs open conversations on a school-wide platform
now more than ever. The Prep
News platform is much wider
and can be more powerful than a
lunch table, department meeting,
or even the Twittersphere.
What is holding you back
from writing your letter to the
Prep News editors?
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Platform

Editorial Policy

As the student-run newspaper of St.
Louis University High School, the Prep
News is a weekly publication that strives
to inform the SLUH community about
events and people, with its focus on
those pertaining to the school, primarily
through the written word.
The Prep News is neither the voice
of the administration nor the students.
Rather, the newspaper serves to gather
and distribute information for the entire
school. The Prep News editors and staff
members make every effort to be objective in their news cover- age and editing.
The members of the edi- torial staff
are co-workers and share equally the duties of writing, copy-editing, layout, and
staff management. All of the editors share
responsibility and leadership of the paper. The editors are supported by a core
staff of regular reporters as well as artists
and photographers.
It is the role of the editors to seek
out and facilitate the reporting of all significant news at SLUH. While any faculty
member or student is welcome to submit
suggestions to the editors for potential articles, the Prep News is never obligated to
publish any article idea.
Our primary emphasis as editors
of the Prep News is upon clear and accurate writing and careful editing. We
also attempt to include visual expression—photography, drawing, technical
aids, etc.— in every issue and on our web

site. Despite our desire to make the paper
visually appealing, we commit ourselves
not to allow form to supersede substance.
The editorial staff will use social
media to communicate with the paper’s
readership and to update students about
SLUH events and highlight the paper’s
content. The editors will not allow their
goal of speed and accessibility on- line to
weaken their commitment to accuracy
and depth.
The Prep News strongly encourages
underclassman involvement, and our
office on the second floor of the Jesuit
Wing, room J220, is always open for involvement, criticism, praise, or suggestions. Contributed student opinions are
also welcome under the Prep News Editorial Policy. Without student reaction and
feedback, the Prep News could not function.
If the Prep News is inaccurate, we
will correct any significant error in the
following issue and on our web site as
soon as possible.
Furthermore, the editors assume
sole responsibility for the text of news
and sports articles, features, and editorials. We ask faculty or students who take
issue with the manner in which the news
was reported or find an error to bring it to
the attention of the editors, not the individual reporters.
This is the platform of the editors of
Volume LXXX of the Prep News.

The Volume 80 Prep
News opinion section serves
the purpose of being the vehicle of the personal opinions
of students, faculty, or others.
All topics discussed in the section will be related to St. Louis
University High School.
Nothing published either
as an editorial or as a letter to
an editor should be considered the opinion of the school,
the administration, or anyone
other than its author or authors.
A Prep News editorial is
the opinion of all four editors
on a particular topic.
A commentary or column is an opinion of one
member of the Prep News
staff, not of the Prep News itself.
A perspective or notebook, like a commentary, is
the opinion of one person,

often a Prep News staff member.
Unlike a commentary,
such a piece is often intended
primarily to convey a personal
experience rather than to provide a viewpoint on an issue.
Unlike a letter, such pieces
are usually developed at the
request of, and sometimes under the guidance of, the Prep
News editors.
Every member of the
SLUH community is welcomed and encouraged to
submit a letter to the editors.
Every letter received by the
editors will be read and given
consideration. All letters must
be signed, but the author’s
name may be withheld from
publication by request and at
the discretion of the editors.
The Prep News editors
reserve the right to edit any
submissions for publication

in order to meet grammatical
standards, but they will not
skew the author’s original intent. Also, the editors reserve
the right to withhold from
publication any submission if
it is deemed vulgar, tasteless,
or otherwise inappropriate.
Authors should be available
for the editors to contact them
before publication to address
matters of concern.
All authors wishing to
have letters published must
submit them by 4:00 p.m. the
Wednesday before the letter is
to be published.
Letters should be emailed to prepnews@sluh.
org, and if possible a signed
copy should be given to a Prep
News editor or moderator or
mailed to the Prep News courtesy of St. Louis University
High School, 4970 Oakland,
St. Louis, MO 63110.

Prep News Volume 80 Editors
Editor-in-chief:
Leo Heinz
News Editors:
Nolen Doorack
Connor FitzGerald

Sports Editors:
Tim Nile
Keith Thomas
Features Editors:
Sam Heagney
Ethan McIntyre
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Rittenhouse departs SLUH for
technology company

photo | Leo Heinz

Tim Rittenhouse taught computer fundamentals and handled summer classes before leaving.
BY Leo K. Heinz
EDITOR IN CHIEF

A

August 21, 2015

fter 15 years of serving
the SLUH community in
many ways, Assistant Athletic
Director and computer teacher Tim Rittenhouse left over
the summer to pursue interests in the technology field.
Rittenhouse graduated
from SLUH in 1993 and received a Master’s degree in
education technology from
Mizzou in 2004.
He started teaching at
SLUH in 2000 to teach and
to work in the technology department.
After Moran decided to
create the assistant athletic
director position shortly after
coming here in 2007, Rittenhouse filled the role, serving
alongside Wehner from then
until May.
“He really did a great
job for me as far as just being around and helping me
with a lot of the grunt work,”
said Wehner. “He was always
a voice of reason even though
I was old enough to be his father. There were many times
I would come to him and
say, ‘Hey, Ritt, what do you
think about…’ and he was
never afraid to say ‘no, you’re
wrong.”
Wehner mentioned his
work with club sports and
helping out with transfer students as well.
Math and computer
teacher Dan See worked
alongside Rittenhouse in the
Computer Science depart-

ment for several years.
“It’s not easy to teach, be
involved in athletics, troubleshoot technology, and do all
of the other little things that
he did,” said See.
Rittenhouse’s departure
has caused a strain on the
computer science department. See is teaching computer fundamentals, a class
he has not taught in several
years. Andrea Nunziante,
SLUH’s director of educational technology, is now teaching
Web design, his first teaching
experience here.
“Mr. Rittenhouse did a
lot in his classes with digital
media—making movies and
podcast and sound, in addition to the other stuff we did.
I think the students really enjoyed a lot,” said See. “We’ll
definitely miss him.”
Rittenhouse helped with
small things too—like audio
in the Commons and technology in the classroom.
“I often referred to him
as the ultimate utility infielder
for St. Louis U. High and good
at all of those positions,” said
Moran.
Rittenhouse helped install the wireless network several years ago. Since then, he
has helped with upgrades.
Rittenhouse said that
he had been considering doing something else since last
summer. He was in contact
with principal John Moran
and former Athletic Director Dick Wehner throughout
the year about his intentions.

Prep Sportswear steals SLUH logo
for apparel

image | from prepsportswear.com

(continued from page 1)

aims to prevent third parties
from profiting off of the
SLUH logo.
“The intent with that
is not to have some Draconian oversight, it’s more ‘Hey
look! This is our brand, this
is something to be proud of,
here are some flexible guidelines that we should adhere
to,’” said Advancement Office
Director of Communications
Ben DuMont.
“In addition to being a
school, we’re a company or
corporation. We’re a brand.
We want to make sure we’re
represented in ways that we
think are reflective of who we
are in the mission,” said Moran.
The dispute started at
the end of the ’14-’15 school
year when one customer atAvailable on Prep Sportswear’s site are sweatshirts like these.
tempted to return an item
image | from prepsportswear.com purchased on Prep Sportswear to the SLUH bookstore.
The man wanted to exchange
the item, knowing it was coming from Prep Sportswear, but
under the impression that the
company was sanctioned and
endorsed by the school. Kathy
Hylla, District Supervisor of
Food Service Consultants,
was working the bookstore at
the time reported the apparent violation to Vice President
of Administration Joe Komos,
who set in motion the contact
with SLUH’s copyright lawyers.
In 2013, SLUH created a
website intended to help inform teachers on the appropriate and inappropriate uses
of the SLUH logo and name.
The website is password protected, making it unavailable
to parents, students, alumni,

He did not apply for the athletic director position when it
was determined that Wehner
would give up his job in July.
“I’m pretty happy with
where I’ve landed and enjoying this new endeavor,” Rittenhouse said.
“When I look back on
things, my head’s all over.
Putting in a wireless network
on that campus—me and Mr.
Dickmann’s predecessor did
that on a shoestring budget.
Literally we made the whole
campus wireless for about
$1500,” Rittenhouse said.
“That’s one of things I look
back on a say ‘wow we really did make that happen,’
especially with the advent of
iPads.”
Other shirts include multiple styles of the SLUH logo.
Rittenhouse reflected on
the things he will take with
him.
“Certainly
working
alongside Mr. Wehner in the
athletic department—that’s
time I’ll always treasure. I
can’t begin to say all that I
learned from that man. The
other thing I’ll always take
with me is the friendships I’ve
developed with faculty members and students.” he said.
Though no longer employed at SLUH, Rittenhouse
assured that he would return
soon.
“I won’t be a stranger.
It’s not like I’m never coming back. I’ll probably be at a
football game in two or three
weeks,” said Rittenhouse.

continued on page 5

Logan leaves custodial crew for
painting business

photo | Mr. Matt Sciuto

Ron Logan heartily enjoyed the company of his crew.
photo | courtesy of Ron Logan

BY Cade
STAFF

A

Ron Logan poses with seniors Joe Mattingly and Chris Stahl at the SLUH seal painting.

Dernlan

fter five years of working as a custodian, Ron
“Ronnie” Logan has left St.
Louis U. High to dedicate
more of his time to painting.
“I’m a professional painter now,” said Logan. “I have
been now for over 14 years. I
believe my season was up at
SLUH at this time. God has
opened a door of opportunity
for me. Painting has become
one of my passions.”
As Logan departs SLUH,
he leaves behind a legacy that
includes much more than
simply janitorial work.

“He was always very
pleasant, and very, very,
friendly. Ron made himself
an important part of the community with the relationships
he had with both the students
and the faculty in the building,” said math teacher Craig
Hannick. “(Him leaving is)
really a loss to the school. But
I know he got a better offer.”
“Working with Ron was
just fun. During breaks he
would always give us advice,
sometimes about girls,” said
senior David Roche.
Logan was very open
about his faith life, often engaging in spiritual conversation with students and even

speaking at a junior prayer
service last school year.
“He had no trouble sharing his faith with others. He
would often stop and ask kids
in the hallway if they loved Jesus,” said Hannick.
“I would be siting in front
of my locker, and I would hear
him checking in on how all his
workers were doing. Not just
how clean their rooms were,
but how they themselves were
doing,” said senior Joe Butler.
Logan balanced warmth
with professionalism.
“He was always very serious about his responsibility
to the school, and to the kids

continued on page 5
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Students and teachers receive iPad training

No phones at lunch
(continued from page 1)

The library is a hub for electronics, and with the new iPads with the underclassman, it stays busy.

(continued from page 1)

Nunziante also created
a YouTube channel that provides instructional videos on
how to use certain iPad applications for SLUH classes.
On August 11, Nunziante
met with all of the freshman
and sophomore teachers to
answer iPad questions. The
four iPad pilot program teachers—biology teacher Megan
Menne, English teacher Tim
Curdt, Latin teacher Jennifer Ice, and Russian teacher
Robert Chura—helped Nunziante lead teacher groups
that discussed using iPads in
the classroom before the start
of school.
Although this session
was informative overall, some
problems arose. Teachers noticed problems with iPads,
including AirPlay and Apple
TV. Teachers also stressed the
issue with notifications on
the students’ iPads. Although
sounds are turned off before
class, the teacher can not
know if every student has every single notification turned
off when they come into class.
“In my particular room,
I feel like it created more of
a panic because it was two
days before school started and
there weren’t any answers to
our questions, like we didn’t

figure out how to do this
thing with AirPlay, and we
were trying to learn about or
figure out the notification issue,” said math teacher Tracy
Lyons. “Leaving it, everyone
was really more nervous and
panicked about having (iPads)
than anything.”
Even though there were
problems with the training,
Lyons deemed it useful, saying, “I think it was helpful,
but I haven’t been able to get
anything officially from it.
It’s good to know that it’s out
there.”
Nunziante, the leader,
thought that both the student
and teacher training sessions
were informative, and the
problems that arose could be
solved over time.
“I think (the iPad training) was very positive. I think
that both teachers and students have the basic understanding of the iPads. With a
student, it was not so much a
technical type of training. It
was more of an organizational
type of training,” said Nunziante. “And the same thing
goes for the teachers. It was
organizational skill and sometimes (just included) how to
properly use apps like Google
Docs for your classroom.”

One of the main problems with the iPads was students not having login information, a username and
password. This is because
some students, around 40 or
50, did not have Computer
Fundamentals, so they had to
go talk with Nunziante to set
up their own login.
Technology Support Specialist Linda Gruss worked to
fix broken applications and
get the elusive SLUH Wi-Fi
onto the iPads for students
and teachers.
PowerSchool credentials
have presented another problem: students had trouble getting into the website once it
updated recently. Gruss usually sent the students to Assistant Principal for Academics
Tom Becvar, as he retains all
of the PowerSchool account
information.
Gruss usually helped
with software problems, including resetting passwords
and freezing screens; she also
filled in for Nunziante when
needed, guiding students on
the iPad training trail for success in the classroom.
SLUH has loaned a total
of 26 iPads to students during
the 2015-2016 school year. After 107 teachers received iPad

(continued from page 1)

The lockdown drills, although vital, weren’t the only
reason for the new locks. Over
the past few years, the maintenance crew and security staff
have been discussing ways to
make SLUH safer “while not
interfering with the flow and
openness of the school,” according to Director of Security Charlie Clark.
Though many ideas were
possible, including making
one door for students and one
for teachers to walk through,
the maintenance crew didn’t
want large restrictions on the
faculty and students.
“We want to keep it more
open, where you guys have
free range,” said Clark. “So
we’re taking steps, little by
little, to make it safer.”
In the wake of the lock
switch, some consequences
not related to security result-

Airs at the end of last year,
Gruss took the leftover iPads
and restored, cleaned, and
gave them to students who
needed them. Eleven freshmen, 13 sophomores, and two
juniors currently have schoolprovided iPads, but more students could be receiving some
in the future.
“I’m hoping that students
see this as a great opportunity,
that they learn from it, and
that they’re able to have all
their resources in one place,”
said Gruss. “An iPad can help
you become more organized.”
Nunziante, after working
on this training for a while,
has realized that there are
both good and bad parts to
the iPad model, but he still
is optimistic for the program
that the IT department has
been improving constantly.
“I’m grateful for the great
team that I have behind me.
Sometimes these people are
not seen, but they do a lot of
work to bring the project together,” said Nunziante. “And
like with every project, I’d be
lying to say that everything
is going to be peachy. I think
that there is going to be ups
and downs, but I think it is just
going to be growing pains.”

ing JUGs. Unlike past years
when students were allowed
to schedule JUGs, students
this year will have to serve
their JUGs on the day they receive them.
These changes to the
technology policy seemed
necessary to the administration after working iPads into
the curriculum. The Instructional Council that made the
decision to include iPads has
a branch called Digital Discipleship, which will meet a
few times this year in order to
determine the success of the
program.
On the first day of the
new phone policy, Moran
took the phones of four students in junior/senior lunch
period, but since then (except on Wednesday when two
freshmen during an unscheduled period were caught using
their phones during the junior/senior lunch), there have
been no other incidents.
“I think you guys understand that there’s a reason for it,” said Moran. “It’s
not punishment, it’s not like
you’ve done anything wrong.
It’s more the fact that we have
round tables to promote conversation; let’s promote conversation. I think hopefully
students—I think they really
do, especially the juniors and
seniors—understand that this

is about the brotherhood. We
talk about it, let’s do it.”
The reaction among upperclassmen has been mainly
positive so far. Many students see that it pushes them
to be social with one another
much more than in past years,
though some strongly dislike
the new policy because they
see lunch as a time to release
from school and they see using their phone as a right during that break time.
Kesterson
encourages
any students with opinions
on the policy to talk with him
about their ideas.
“I did not like it at first,”
said senior Andrew St. John.
“But now everyone is actually
talking to each other, and it is
better this way.”
“It’s 30 minutes out of
a long day,” said Kesterson.
“Can we just put these (devices) away and enjoy socializing and having this face-toface conversation that I think
sometimes is lacking. (The
policy) isn’t based on ‘I want
to do it just to do it; I watch
what happens in activity periods and previous years’ lunches and the majority of time is
spent playing games. I want to
make sure that guys are engaging each other.”

SLUH’s branding stolen
by sportswear company
(continued from page 4)

and other interested parties.
For now there are no plans to
expand the policy or make it
more readily available.
“It couldn’t hurt for us to
get information out there but
it’s a bigger policy or rule than
the school. Trademark law is

national law,” said Dr. Moran.
Up to this point, Prep
Sportswear has not made
a public statement regarding the issue. After they were
contacted, the company redirected emails and had yet to
reply or return phone calls as
of press time.

Logan departs
(continued from page 4)

who worked for him. He alJust because Logan has
ways made sure that they got left SLUH does not mean that
their jobs done,” said Hannick. the hallways he used to clean
“Working for him was have seen the last of him.
always fun. He had a way of
“I always will be keeping
conveying to you what needed in touch with all my SLUH
guy,” said economics teacher to be done in each room,” said friends. I love you guys,” said
Kevin Foy. “I think it gives Butler.
Logan.
ed. Some teachers have de- people more opportunity to
cided to keep the door swung see what’s going on. This room
open during class periods.
gets really hot and propping
Teachers have mixed re- the door open cools it down.”
photo | Patrick Enderle
actions, but they mainly agree
on the necessity of safety standards throughout the school,
starting with the new locks on
each classroom door.
“It was just one more
thing to get used to,” said
French teacher Suzanne Renard. “I understand the security, the responsibility that
is. On the other hand, in a
kind of soul place for this, I
feel (that) we believe the only
place we are truly safe is in
the lap of God. We have to
make the classroom as safe of
a place.”
Despite all of the security
reasoning, some teachers enjoy the air circulation.
“I love it. I’m a teach
with the door open kind of New magnetized door stoppers were added along with the new locks for convienience.

New secure doors lock automatically
needed. With the new locks,
coupled with revised safety
protocol, all classroom doors
remain locked. Teachers may
unlock a door temporarily to
open up the room, but must
use the magnetic door holder
to keep the door open.
One of the main reasons
for the complete lock switch
was the lockdown drills.
“Intruder situations are
so fluid and unpredictable.
It’s almost impossible to drill,”
said Assistant Principal for
Student Life Brock Kesterson.
“The classrooms we had before, the doors were locked or
unlocked. The problem with
that was when we had lockdown drills, we didn’t always
have rooms that were locked.
A teacher would need to go
back and lock a door, or the
door would remain unlocked.”

photo | Patrick Enderle
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Deves, ’11, returns in math
Ministry and theology departments department as part of ASC program
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Ruiz sits on a chair in Campus Ministry and talks with
students.
BY Jack Casey
REPORTER

O

ne of this year’s new faculty faces is Pepe Ruiz,
S.J., a sophomore theology
teacher who could be characterized as an engineer, a
mathematician, a scientist, a
philosopher, and a theologian.
Teaching
sophomores isn’t his only responsi-

bility at school; Ruiz holds a
big role in Campus Ministry
and is involved with many aspects of faith life in the SLUH
community.
These include being presider of morning masses on
Mondays and Thursdays, coordinator of the Canon club,
leader of confession on Tuesdays, and co-leader of the ju-

nior pastoral team alongside
Simonie Anzalone.
“I’m involved in as many
elements of Campus Ministry
as I can,” said Ruiz
Students around St. Louis U. High have started to not
only get acquainted but to become good friends with Ruiz.
“One day I walked into
his office and it was amazing
to have a conversation with
a teacher that seemed more
like a friend than an authority figure,” said senior Aidan
Moore.
In addition to his many
talents, Ruiz has been doing
magic since he was a child.
“At some point in my
life it just took off and one of
my brothers and I both did it
professionally for some time,”
said Ruiz.
Ruiz is the newest member of the Circus Club and
plans to add an element of
magic to the performances.
“He is really skilled at
magic so he has been teaching the young guys his tricks,”
said senior Jeff Cooley, also a
member of the Circus Club.
Ruiz also has other plans.
“I want to offer spiritual
direction one day a week for
those who want to talk about
their spiritual lives and I’m
hoping to do that on Fridays
during activity period,” said

Deves works at his desk in the math office.
BY Gabe Lepak and Connor FitzGerald
REPORTER, NEWS EDITOR

A

lum Steve Deves has
returned to teach math
this year as part of the Alumni Service Corps program.
After graduating from
SLUH, Deves attended St.
Louis University, where he
earned a Master’s degree in
accounting.
Deves is working in
Campus Ministry and teaching two sections of Algebra
II/Trigonometry to juniors.
Deves also will be helping
coach the racquetball team.
Deves is now working
continued on page 7

Powers, ’05, comes from Regis to fill
position of retired Mueller

with the teachers who taught
him and knew him when he
was a student; one of those
teachers is math teacher
Frank Corley, who got to
know Deves on several Kairos retreats.
“He fits in very well,”
said Corley. “There’s a different quality that (ASC teachers) have when they come
(to SLUH) knowing the place
when they come in, but at the
same time he doesn’t behave
like a student; he knows he
is a teacher now. He’s got a
good sense of humor and is
very smart, and he’s just very
easy to have around.”

Akin takes over tuning of choir
voices from departed Doc Koestner
photo | Leo Heinz
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Powers introduces students to himself and his classroom.

Connor Worley
REPORTER

S

ean Powers, ’05, has been
hired in the Fine Arts department to replace long-time
art teacher John Mueller, who
retired at the end of last year.
Born and raised in the
Holy Infant parish in Ballwin,
Powers has loved art since a
young age and drew frequently as a child.
While at SLUH, Powers
took many art courses, starting with Fine Arts Survey his
freshman year, and ending
with multiple art classes his
senior year.
“The SLUH art program
allowed me to take art seriously,” said Powers.
Still wanting a Jesuit
education after SLUH, Powers headed off to Omaha to
attend Creighton University,
where he continued to take

art courses. It was while at
Creighton Powers said he fell
in love with art.
Powers left Creighton to
join the Jesuits after his sophomore year. After joining the
order, he was sent back to St.
Louis, where he finished philosophy and studio art at SLU.
“I joined because I wanted to live a life of service and
give back to the poorest and
most marginalized,” said Powers.
However, after a number
of years in discernment, Powers left the Jesuits in May of
2015.
Powers’ first experience
teaching art was a part-time
job at Sister Thea Bowman
Catholic School in East St.
Louis; Powers’ first full-time
teaching job was at Regis Jesuit High School in Denver.
Powers heard about the

job opening at SLUH from a
friend. He applied, and was
invited to teach at SLUH for
a day.
While teaching for the
day, “I fell in love teaching
here, the students were so
friendly, kind, and open,”
Powers said.
“Every student needs
help in a different way,” said
Powers, “It’s my job as an artist and a teacher to pull those
creative ideas out of their
minds and onto the page.”
Powers believes that the
best way to do this is through
one on one teaching and interaction between the student
and teacher.
“(Art) is the most integrated class in the school,”
said Powers. “It’s participation
with a transcendental truth,
goodness, and beauty.”

The new school-required
iPads are one of the biggest
changes that Deves has encountered upon his return to
SLUH; Deves said that he is
excited to see how the program plays out.
While at SLUH, Deves
founded and was the president
of the Disney Club. Deves’ favorite movies are The Shawshank Redemption and The
Lion King. His favorite song
is “We Didn’t Start the Fire”
by Billy Joel. Deves has also
cast his opinion in favor of the
bowlers in the infamous debate on whether or not bowling is a sport.

Akin directs a student choir group earlier this week.
BY Joe Fentress
REPORTER

T

he choir room has got a
new ring to it now that
choir teacher Addie Akin
joined the staff of St. Louis U.
High.
Originally from Iowa,
Akin received a Bachelor’s
degree of music from Bel-

mont University and then a
Master’s degree in choral conducting from the University
of Arizona. She then taught
two years at Catalina Foothills
High School in Tuscon, Ariz.
Last year she taught at Central
Visual and Performing Arts
High School on Kingshighway before entering her first

year as a teacher at SLUH.
Working just five miles
from 4970 Oakland Ave. last
year, Akin was familiar with
SLUH’s reputation and seized
the opportunity when hearing
of the job opening.
“I’d heard from people
what a great school SLUH
was, so when I heard there
was the opening I thought it
would be amazing to be able
to work here,” said Akin.
After her first week of
teaching at SLUH, Akin already feels welcome and uplifted from her first few days.
“All of the students have
been so welcoming and kind
and willing to try new things,”
said Akin. “There’s a really
positive atmosphere.”
“I feel like she’s comfortable teaching us,” said junior
Edward Gartner. “She’s coming into class really energetic,
and at 7:00 a.m. she helps me
stay awake.”
Akin will be teaching
zero hour chorus, concert
chorus, and varsity chorus
this year, and although she
has separate classes throughout the day, she has a common goal for her students.
“I just want the students
to feel really good about the
music they’re creating,” said
Akin. “I want them to have
fun in choir but also walk
away feeling like they’ve really
learned something.”
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Ferguson one year later: A
wound not healed for many in
SLUH community
BY John Michael Fitzgerald
STAFF

N

early a year ago, somber silence replaced the
usual sounds of students joking and rushing to finish last
minute work as people tried to
comprehend what happened
the night before just minutes
away from the school: Ferguson burning. After the Grand
Jury ruled not to criminally
charge police officer Darren
Wilson in the death of Michael Brown, peaceful protests
turned into chaos; rioters took
to the streets, burning and
looting some 25 businesses
and leaving the town of Ferguson almost unrecognizable.
While many of the students and faculty at SLUH
watched the events unfold on
T.V, were reading about it online, or were observing from
other sources of social media,
the images and stories were
appalling, but to the actual
residents in Ferguson it was
real, and it was devastating.
“A lot of people were
coming in from outside the
town and from all over the
country just to loot,” said junior Aaron Fisher who is a
Ferguson resident. “That was
just disgusting to see.”
Now, nearly a year later,
the Ferguson community is
trying to recover. Although
the events in Ferguson are
still discussed, there are still
a lot of wounds that need to
be mended and tension that is
still going unaddressed.
“(Residents of Ferguson)
seem to still be very tense, and
this is not just a feeling unique
to me,” said Latin teacher and
Ferguson resident Jennifer
Ice. “People are cautious and
almost afraid to say things.”
According to Ice, various
groups such as Urban League
of Metropolitan St. Louis, a
group designed to empower
a community through securing social equality, as well as
the group One Ferguson have
come to host talks regarding
race and other issues within
the community. They have
mainly addressed the peaceful protesters, many of whom
don’t even live in the community.
“There’s not a lot of people that seem to care about

the actual residents of Ferguson,” said Ice. “I think in that
regard, that is the reason why
there is so much tension.”
Despite the efforts from
outsiders, there are still those
coming from out of town only
to disrupt the community.
“There are other groups
that are coming in from outside the community that are
doing good, but not nearly as
many those who did bad,” said
Fisher.
According to Ice, businesses around the entire
community have suffered tremendously, especially small
businesses. Many of the stores
that were destroyed won’t
even be able to re-open, and
some of the commercial businesses have not rebuilt. Those
small businesses that did survive reached out, letting the
community know that they
need their business.
“We have people from
outside the community coming in and saying ‘support Ferguson’, but we are left wondering ‘Where is the support?’”
said Ice. “There is a difference
between just talking about it
and actually taking action to
help.”
Still, a large part of the
hurting comes from the fact
that there is still so much
physical destruction, as hardly
anything has been rebuilt on
West Florissant.
“To see this open wound
every day you drive down
West Florissant is really challenging,” said Ice.
In the SLUH community,
the topic of Ferguson seems to
have faded, as there has been
little public discussion in the

“To see this
open wound
everyday you
drive down West
Florissant is really
challenging.”
-Jennifer Ice

school since last fall. Discussions took place in the weeks
immediately after the riots in
November, and guest speakers
were also brought in to talk
about the events.
“It’s clearly something
that is still affecting our com-

munity,” said English teacher
and ACES moderator Frank
Kovarik. “There hasn’t been
a lot of public discussion this
year at SLUH, so in some ways
there is more we can do to respond.”
Although the heat of the
situation appears to have died
down, there are still hardships
within the Ferguson community. Though the events in
Ferguson might feel as though
they are over for many, it is far
from it for those who reside
within the community.
According to senior
Brendan Underwood, alongside the physical destruction,
Ferguson is continuing to suffer from racial issues. Out of
the physical damage, though,
many racial issues that had
been subdued in the past all
came to light and a lot of discourse on the topic of housing
segregation and black rights
was conducted. For the most
part, though, the situations
are still the same one year
later.
“I kept thinking, ‘Why is
it like this?’” said Underwood,
who led a reading club of The
New Jim Crow last spring and
founded the S.T.A.R.S. club.
“At SLUH, I think we’re getting better at it. The book club
I hosted last year was a dry
run of what aspects S.T.A.R.S.
is going to focus on this year,
which is getting more knowledge on the topic, getting
more of the emotional impact
of it … The approaches so far
(by the administration) have
been good tries, but we need
to look at the past attempts
and rework them a little bit.”
Looking back one year
later, it’s hard to see the concrete changes that have taken
place in Ferguson, or as Principal John Moran stated during the class meetings last fall,
that “It’s us, not them.”
In the SLUH community directly, both ACES and
S.T.A.R.S. plan to continue
and add to the discussions
started last year, aiming to
educate students about racial
issues and make students sensitive to the events that have
taken place not just in Ferguson, but systematically in St.
Louis as a whole.
-Connor Fitzgerald contributed to reporting.

Man of many talents, Ruiz offers
fresh face to Circus Club
(continued from page 6)

Ruiz.
This offer goes out to
all teachers and students at
SLUH. Ruiz is also very interested in the teachings of
Ignatius, which pairs him well
with the SLUH community.
He said, “I love Ignatian
spirituality and sharing with
people different ways of praying. And I heard SLUH is a
great place to do that.”
This wasn’t always Ruiz’s
mindset. In fact, he didn’t plan
on joining the Society of Jesus
until after much of his college
education had already passed.

“I started off studying industrial engineering and business at a good university in
Latin America,” said Ruiz.
After double majoring
there, he realized that wasn’t
what God was calling him to
do.
“I felt it was a good way
to make money, but when all
of my gifts came together, it
seemed I was being called into
the ministry and that’s why I
decided to become a priest,”
said Ruiz.
Following this decision,
he entered the Jesuit Novitiate
in Grand Coteau, La.

“After two years of that,
I received my undergrad here
at St. Louis University. Three
years later I taught sophomore theology and Spanish at
Strake Jesuit High School in
Houston, Texas, which was a
great place,” said Ruiz.
Ruiz has spent the last
three years attending Boston
College, earning two Master’s
degrees before being assigned
to SLUH by his Provincial.
Ruiz is enjoying his time
here so far and compliments
the social dynamic here at
SLUH as being very healthy.
He has noticed and been a
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Schaefer, ’99, joins third floor
in new position of campaign
coordinator
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Schaefer mapped out potential donors for the new Go Forth campaign in his office.
BY Sam Chechik and Charlie McGroarty
CORE STAFF, REPORTER

S

t. Louis U. High has hired
Matt Schaefer, ’99, as
campaign coordinator, a new
position at SLUH created to
advance the campaign “Go
Forth,” a plan that includes
all aspects decided during the
Imagining 18 convocations.
Schaefer will meet with
current major donors and
prospective donors and maintain the “Go Forth” timeline
by organizing and managing
the milestones and big event
dates. He will also report on
the progress of the campaign
to Director of Advancement
Melissa Jones and President
David Laughlin.
Shaefer will also track
gifts made by donors, certify
that the gifts get to where they
need to be, and properly thank
the donor with a pledge letter.
One of Schaefer’s major
goals is to grow SLUH’s endowment because he wants
the school to “continue to be
affordable and accessible.”
Jones praised Schaefer’s
talent.
“I was really looking for
someone who had a great
background and being able
to organize and keep things
moving forward. Someone
with an obvious love for the
school and Mr. Schaffer certainly does,” said Jones. “He
was successful here and upon
leaving the school. I felt that
with his skill set that he would
be a good match.”

“He had a great understanding of philanthropy,”
said Jones. “That’s really what
was evident to me, is that
Mr. Schaefer has that love for
people and that sensitivity to
making sure that people feel
like there’s a sense of gratitude for their bringing to the
school as far as donors.”
Since 2001, Schaefer has
been involved in the nonprofit organization Hope Unlimited. He served as the Executive Director for five years
and will now rotate back onto
the board. The mission of this
organization is to introduce
at-risk youth to Jesus Christ
through non-denominational
churches and parishes around
the city.
“It is an organization that
is close to my heart and my
time there leading the organization and securing funding
provided me experience to
work at SLUH,” said Schaefer
in an email. “My senior project at SLUH and the spiritual
formation provided me by the
Jesuits always stuck with me,
reminding how I could use
what God had given me to
serve others.”
Schaefer
previously
worked at Washington University in St. Louis School of
Medicine in cell biology. He
also worked at the Saint Louis
Zoo and launched a global
business, Reunion Reptiles,
which specializes in cooperative captive husbandry propagation and the conservation
support of rare and imperiled

herpetofauna in their natural
habitat.
These opportunities that
Schaefer had in the past led
him to SLUH, and he now
wants to take mission he’s
found as the campaign coordinator and “go forth.”
“We offer the opportunity to attend St. Louis U. High
based on ability, not based on
socioeconomic class or race
or geographical location,” said
Schaefer. “That’s exciting because you have an element of
diversity, but you also get an
element of leadership from
the top down wanting to create and craft men for others.
It’s real discipleship.”
Jones put out an ad for a
major gifts officer and a campaign coordinator in April
and after 15 phone interviews
and eight person-to-person
talks, only Schaefer remained.
He started on Aug. 3 in the
campaign coordinator position, as Jones tabled the major
gifts officer job.
Schaefer applied because
of his love for the school.
“I had remembered the
great experience I had here.
Being a man for others and
committing to the vision
of the school is something
that excited me, and I really
wanted to do what I could to
advance the mission of the
school,” said Schaefer. “I believe in it so strongly, and it
really has meant a lot to me.”

photo | Nolen Doorack

Ruiz attended the Senior
Advisor retreat in early August. He celebrated his first
mass with SLUH students
there.

part of many positive interac- people in the days to come.
tions with students and other
“Everyone is always welteachers and plans on getting come to come to my office
acquainted with many more and eat treats or see magic

and it’s always a good time to
talk about fun things or about
spiritual things, either way,”
said Ruiz.
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On Urban Challenge trip, eight students serve in Camden, New Jersey
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BY Charlie
CORE STAFF

Mueth

E

ight students and social
studies teacher Tom Kickham traveled to Camden, NJ
this summer for the Urban
Challenge. Seniors George
Baldas, Matthew Fink, Sam
Heagney, Dan Hirlinger, Jeffrey Naumann, Patrick Schuler, and Jack Zimmerman and
junior Sam Chechik went on
the trip from June 1 to June 6.
The students served
Camden in a variety of ways,
from gardening to spending
time at an adult day care. The
group stayed at the Romero
Center, a small retreat center,
with students from Gonzaga
College High School, an allmale Jesuit school in Washington, D.C.
“In previous years, we’ve
always been there with other
schools, but this group of guys
from the other school was
wonderful to be with,” said
Kickham of the groups’ chemistry. “They were just reinforcing everything that we wanted
to be about at SLUH, and I
hope that we were reinforcing
everything they wanted to be
about at Gonzaga.”
“I had a really fun time,
especially bonding with the
SLUH guys and also meeting
the guys from Gonzaga High
School,” said Hirlinger. “I had
never done a whole lot of service at SLUH, and I liked just

reaching out and trying something new. It came together
for a fun time.”
Two of the days serving
involved physical work, as
the students worked in two
separate community gardens
which produce food for residents of Camden. After working in a community garden
one day, the group served over
200 homeless people at a soup
kitchen.
The two other days of
service involved the ministry
of presence. One of the days,
the students went to an institution for kids with cerebral
palsy. The other day, the group
served at an adult day care
where they talked, ate, and
played games with the elderly
and people with developmental disabilities.
“I thought it was a nice
mix of intellectual service—
talking to to people and playing games with people—and
labor like painting fences and
moving dirt,” said Zimmerman.
The group spent evenings
at the Romero Center learning
and praying about the challenges of the poor. The curriculum at the Romero Center
also emphasized the power of
being present to the poor.
“The group of guys that I
was there with were there for
the right reasons,” said Kickham, who chaperoned the trip

photo | Sam Chechik

SLUH students weeded at the HopeWorks community garden. They also tended gardens and served the elderly and disabled.

for his third consecutive year.
“They knew when to have fun,
and they knew when to work,
and they did the work with the
right tone and the right purpose. They were very good in
dealing with people from different backgrounds.”
“I think my biggest challenge, as with a lot of people,
is reaching out and interacting

with the community—especially just getting to talk to
people that are there. I think
that’s a struggle a lot of people
have,” said Hirlinger.
Some of those who went
on the trip stressed the importance of traveling to do a
week of service rather than
staying in St. Louis for a week
of service.

“If you go somewhere
else, it is a completely different environment and you’re
not really used to what is going on there,” said Hirlinger
when asked about the benefits
of travelling to another city
for a service trip. “The atmosphere of the retreat center
along with the atmosphere of
Camden provided a unique

experience for us.”
“I would recommend
doing something like this because it’s just out of the loop,”
said Naumann. “You just get a
lot more out of it because you
can really focus in on what the
service actually means while
you’re there.”

Gartner and Johnson attend MSA Aliste leads cultural trip to Costa Rica
BY Jack Sinay
CORE STAFF
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uniors Edward Gartner and
Blake Johnson attended the
Missouri Scholars Academy
this summer, a three-week
academic program held at
the University of MissouriColumbia that focuses on students’ learning and personal
development.
The program, which has
its students take classes in
both a major and a minor, ran
from June 7 to June 27 and
featured a number of guest
speakers.
The
students
could
choose their major from a total of 18, and took a class on it
for three hours a day. The minors, on the other hand, were
chosen from a list of 19, and
were taken for an hour each
day.
Gartner’s major, Public
Literacy, focused on writing
composition and included the
production of a literary magazine about social issues in the
students’ personal lives. His
minor, Philosophy of God,
discussed philosophical arguments about God’s existence.
“(It gave me) more confidence to speak on social
issues,” said Gartner. “Now
that I’ve had that experience,
I want to do that more. I feel
prepared to go out and actually make changes.”
Johnson majored in Intro
to Philosophy, which included
studying major philosophical works throughout history.
His minor, Press the Issues,
explored different aspects of
journalism and other forms
of media, and included a visit
to the University of Missouri’s
Journalism college.

BY Liam
STAFF

Blake Johnson with his group at MSA.

“It was nothing like
school,” said Johnson. “Everyone around me wanted to
learn just as much I did, which
was amazing.”
Throughout the program,
the scholars also heard a number of guest speakers, including comedians, people working on establishing a colony
on Mars, and a professional
NASCAR driver. They had
the option of attending one in
the morning and afternoon,
but had mandatory one in the
evening.
The two were nominated
for the program by the counseling department, who chose
Johnson and Gartner based
upon their GPA, PSAT selection index, and interest in
learning. As a result of SLUH’s
size and the program’s competitive admissions process,
they could only nominate two

students from the junior class.
“If we could send ten
kids, we would send ten kids,”
said counselor Mary Michalski. “But we’re limited to only
two.”
After the two were nominated, they had to take an IQ
test and write two essays for
their application, while their
counselors wrote a recommendation letter. The Missouri Scholars Academy assigns points for different parts
of the application, and admits
those with the highest points.
According to geometry
teacher Frank Corley, who
has also long been involved
at the academy, SLUH has
been sending students to the
program since the 1990s. The
most recent were seniors Joseph Schultz and Ian Hurford,
who attended last year’s academy.

Connolly

he week directly following final exams in May,
Spanish teacher Myriam Aliste took seniors Jibril Muhammad, John Zetzman,
Dane Basler, Jack MacDonald, Michael L’Ecuyer and Joe
McMurran and Nick Keesey,
’15, to Costa Rica for a nineday trip to be exposed to the
culture of a Spanish-speaking
country.
The group traveled
around Costa Rica with a tour
guide, a group from a school
from Kansas and a school
from Arkansas as part of a trip
called A Touch of the Tropics.
“We started in San José,
and we drove a lot in the bus
with the other schools,” Aliste
said. “We went to the mountains, the jungle, the coast,
and generally all around.
Then we went back to San José
where we stayed for another
day before flying home.”
They started the tour by
visiting a coffee plantation,
where they were able to look
at the various ways the workers grow coffee plants with-

out using pesticides, planting
fruit trees and other plants
near the coffee to attract bugs
that would otherwise harm
the coffee plants.
The group visited the
Poas Volcano and hot springs,
went kayaking on Lake Arenal and visited La Fortuna
Waterfall, where senior Jack
MacDonald cut his ear and
was treated at a nearby clinic
with five stitches. The injury
didn’t keep the group from
continuing the tour.
According to MacDonald, the group learned native
dances from schoolchildren
in Monte Verde. The group
also got free time to discover
the Spanish culture. “We got
to explore the night life of the
towns we visited, even having
a huge soccer match between
us and the local kids,” said
MacDonald.
The group observed the
excellent preservation of exotic plants and animals on its
tour through part of the rainforest.
According to Aliste, the
group toured the Rainforest
Adventures Park and spent

time on the beach.
“It was very neat learning
about the culture and the vast
forests,” said Zetzman.
They hiked a nature trail
and visited a butterfly sanctuary. In the same region,
they visited Manuel Antonio
National Park and enjoyed a
crocodile jungle safari boat
cruise. They went back to San
José via Sarchi, an area full of
local artisans and crafts where
the travelers had the chance to
buy some souvenirs for family
and friends.
On the last day in San
José, the group went to a
restaurant that overlooked
downtown, and got to watch
professionals perform traditional dances like the children
had done for them earlier on
the trip.
“We wanted it to be a relaxing trip in which everyone
could enjoy nature and do lots
of interactive things, but I also
wanted them to be exposed to
the language, food, and arts
there,” said Aliste. “It turned
out really well, and I think
they all learned something
from the experience.”
photo | Dane Basler

Aliste and students took a Go-Pro selfie in front of Poas Volcano.
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Muskopf
eases way
into new
AD job
BY Tim Nile
SPORTS EDITOR

A

SLUH’s offensive and defensive lines during practice Tuesday. The Jr. Bills are ranked ninth in the area, and open their 2015 campaign tomorrow vs. Hillsboro.
BY Chris
REPORTER

Kreienkamp

T

hree hundred and sixty-four
days ago, on Friday, Aug. 22,
the Jr. Billiken football team faced
the Hillsboro Hawks in the 2014
season opener. The game ended
quickly with the Jr. Bills handily
defeating the Hawks 56-14, scoring
five touchdowns in the first half.
The Jr. Bills will once again
open the season against Hillsboro—but this time the Jr. Bills
were ranked the No. 9 team in Class
6, the highest preseason rank the
team has held in over five years.
Grinding its way through unforgettable wins last year, including
one against undefeated Kirkwood,
the team finished 7-3 and made it
to the second round of the playoffs.
Two of SLUH’s three losses were to
undefeated teams, and one of those
teams won the state championship.
But the team this year is not
the team it was last year. Seventeen
players have graduated. Only one
offensive lineman from last year’s
team, senior Joe Mattingly, is returning. But the team has seven

new captains who are ready and
eager to win.
The seven captains of the 2015
Jr. Bill football team are seniors
Daniel Isom, Daniel Jackson, David
Jackson, Mattingly, Michael Niese,
Anthony Sansone, and Chris Stahl.
Isom (defensive back) and Mattingly (offensive tackle) are ranked
as the No. 9 and No. 22 players in
Missouri. Isom has verbally committed to Northern Illinois University, and Mattingly has committed
to Holy Cross. The top three receivers from last year are all returning, including David Jackson (520
yards, 5 TD in 2014). Sansone and
Niese both have two years of varsity
experience, with Sansone tying the
team high in sacks in 2014.
In addition, starting quarterback junior Mitch Batschelett is
returning with an extra year of experience after throwing for 12 TDs
last year. Andrew Clair, also a junior, returns as the second-highest
rushing leader on last year’s team,
with 690 yards and 6 TDs in 2014.
Though Mattingly will be the
only returning offensive linemen,
he feels confident in his teammates’

ability.
“I don’t feel we should be worried. We may not be an experienced
line, but we’ll be ready for the first
game,” said Mattingly.
On the defensive side of the
ball, the team leader in interceptions, Tony Adams, is one of many
to return.
“We return much of our defense from last year. We’ve got a
new set of linebackers that I think
will fill in and make plays,” said
offensive tackle and defensive end
Niese.
Though the team has graduated crucial talent, the captains are
not worried. They believe that the
hard summer workouts and team
practices have worked out various
issues, placing them in a position
to be serious competition in the St.
Louis area.
Not only is the team ready to
play, but so are the coaches, particularly head coach Gary Kornfeld. who has coached at SLUH
since 1979 and been head coach
since 1988. Kornfeld was recently
featured on KSDK News Channel 5
to recognize a remarkable achieve-

ment he is rapidly approaching—
the 200-win mark. Kornfeld, who
currently has 198 wins, has been
coaching the longest in the St. Louis area.
Kornfeld said about the accomplishment, “I’m more focused
on the season as a whole, but in
general, I think it’s a tribute to all
the people involved in the program, not just me.”
Kornfeld attributed his success
to the unbelievable environment
he has had the privilege to work
in, formed by a great coaching
staff, administration, and chiefly
the players. He will be chasing his
199th win against Hillsboro.
The Jr. Bills take on Hillsboro
at home tonight at 7:00 p.m. The
freshman class will be storming in
covered in blue paint according to
the Running of the Bills tradition.
Looking ahead to the rest of
the season, SLUH will play preseason No.1 CBC on Oct. 2 and
preseason No. 4 Kirkwood on Oct.
16, both at home.

Ehret takes over as head swimming coach after Esposito’s
departure to De Smet, adds Kilkenny as an assistant
BY Patrick
REPORTER

T

Schuler

he St. Louis U. High varsity swim team has begun
its season again with high
goals and enthusiasm, despite
many offseason changes, including a new head coach,
Lindsey Ehret.
At the end of last year,
head coach Joe Esposito and
SLUH parted ways, leaving a
gap in the head coaching role.
Assistant coach Kevin Moore
also stepped down, leaving diving coach Brenndan
LeBrun as the lone returning
coach. Esposito is teaching
and coaching at DeSmet this
year.
Ehret was both a high
school and college swimmer,
and has been coaching swim-

ming for many years. She has
been the head coach for the
Fort Zumwalt West Boys team
as well as Cor Jesu Academy’s
team. She also coaches at CSP
(Clayton Shaw Park) swim
club.
After joining the SLUH
community two years ago as
a teacher, Ehret hoped for a
chance to coach, and seized
the opportunity to lead the
team. When the position
opened up, she decided to
leave Cor Jesu and become
SLUH’s full time coach.
“When I got to SLUH I
really wanted to be a part of
this team and now I’m really
glad to have the opportunity,”
she said.
Also new to the coaching
staff is assistant coach Andrew

Kilkenny, who swam competitively at Parkway South,
where he won two state championship titles and was awarded St. Louis’ Swimmer of the
Year Award. Since then, he
has swam for Miami of Ohio
University’s swim team. He is
now back in St. Louis as a Billiken working on his Master’s
degree in Health Administration at SLU.
“I am looking forward
to this upcoming season,”
Kilkenny said. “I feel that I can
bring a lot to this program,
and I’m extremely excited to
share my knowledge of swimming (and) to push everyone
to that next level.”
The Jr. Bills also lost a lot
of talent over the offseason.
Last year’s graduating class

included State qualifier Colin
Derdeyn. Additionally, senior
Justin Andrews and junior
Colin Burke will not swim for
SLUH this year.
But despite all the change
both from a coaching and
swimming perspective, the
team is ready for the upcoming season.
“My goals for this season
are to emphasize the importance of the team and have everyone realize that the team is
going to help them reach their
goals best,” said Ehret. “The
power of the team is really
important to me. On a dual
meet level we want to go undefeated. We also want to win
on the conference level at the
MCCs. And at the state final
we want to place as high as we

can, top 10 for sure. We could
go top 5 though, there are a lot
of places for new swimmers to
step up.”
Ehret has made a huge
point about making sure the
team, despite swimming being such an individual sport,
comes together for success.
Each member of the team has
set both individual and team
goals for the season.
The younger swimmers
will also look up to the team’s
captains as a source of leadership and example, besides
just the coaches. The captains
this year are seniors Michael
Krause, Dan Walsh, Chris
Kreienkamp, and Patrick
Schuler.
“I think our captains are
really showing great leader-

s the first new St. Louis
U. High Athletic Director
since 1985, Chris Muskopf has
been settling into the position
by engaging with members of
the community since starting
the job in July.
After spending 13 years
at MICDS, eight as the Assistant Athletic Director, Muskopf started his SLUH career
on July 1. Taking over theology teacher Dick Wehner’s old
position, Muskopf has been
working to integrate himself
into the system.
Most of Muskopf ’s time
at SLUH so far has been spent
immersing himself in the
community. While his son
was participating in summer
camps on campus, Muskopf
took the opportunity to meet
with certain faculty and staff
members. Muskopf believes
that he will need to partner
with many people around the
school in order for his department to be successful.
“I think change is kind
of an evolving thing,” said
Muskopf. “I think some of the
change is going to come out
of living into what happens
and since we haven’t had any
contests yet, I haven’t made
any changes there. I don’t
think we’ve made any major
changes.”
Muskopf ’s communication has been the key to efficiency in the Athletic Department.
“We’ve been communicating since before July 1,”
said cross country head coach
Joe Porter. “Just making sure
everything’s ready for the season, that we’re getting the support that we need. The biggest
thing for us is the preparation for the Forest Park Cross
Country Festival because that
has 140 high schools and
4,000 athletes, so he’s helped
out in that role and taken on
some of the work with that.
We’re very excited to have
him, we feel like we’re very
lucky to have him.”
Although the Ath-

continued on page 11

ship,” said Ehret. “I’m really
impressed with how being
new to the program, (The captains) are making the transition really easy for me.”
Overall, the team is looking for key performances out
of many younger swimmers,
including freshman Joe Feder
and Jack Bodnar. Also, sophomores Barclay Dale, Sam
Porter and Mathias Hostetler
will be very important to the
team’s success. Senior Mark
Franz, who has a chance to
win the state championship
in the 100 Breaststroke, and
senior Michael Krause will be
very important, using their
experience from the state
meet last year.
The SLUH dive team has

continued on page 11
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on fast and gritty play style
BY Keith Thomas
SPORTS EDITOR

A

fter a disappointing end
to a promising season
last fall, the St. Louis U. High
varsity soccer team has only
one goal in mind this year: to
win State.
The team is stacked with
senior talent, as 19 of the
team’s 25 players are seniors.
Since most of these seniors
have been involved in the
SLUH soccer program for
three years, experience will be
the key to winning games.
“We feel like we’ve got a
good group, and the expectations are high,” said head
coach Charlie Martel.
SLUH’s “Barcelona” style
of play will challenge opponents with fast pace, gritty defense, and overall toughness.
“When we lose the ball,
we’re going to do whatever it
takes to get it back, as quickly
as possible, so we can score,”
said Martel. “We want to put
pressure on defenses by coun-

tering quickly.”
“We’re going to be fit like
we always are, but we have
to be physical and put games
away,” said senior captain
Matt Frein.
Striker play will be crucial for the Jr. Bills’ scoring
chances. Led by seniors Peter
Simon and Sam Perry, the
team’s strikers have a chance
to be among the most threatening in the St. Louis area,
combining speed with finesse.
The captains of this year’s
team are seniors Frein, Simon,
Will Minnick, and Alec Solverud.
“These guys are used to
winning,” said Martel of the
captains’ experience on the
varsity level. “So far the four of
them have been tremendous
leaders. It’s a special group, a
kind of group of seniors that
a coach gets every once in a
while.”
Frein led the team last
year with seven assists while
also notching two goals. His

photo | Patrick Enderle

reliability will be key for the
Jr. Billikens this year as much
as it was last year, where Frein
played every minute of every
game as a junior captain.
The goalkeeping situation for the Jr. Bills will provide flexibility for the rigorous schedule. Seniors Luke
Thibodeau and Ty Frederking
will compete for the top spot,
while senior David Corley
looks to be a reliable backup.
MCC rival Chaminade
is one of the top teams in the
Midwest, and with SLUH and
Chaminade being in the same
district, the rivalry between
the two teams has increased,
especially over the past few
years.
To help prepare for a potential district battle against
Chaminade, SLUH’s schedule
is one of the toughest in the
area. With only four home
games, SLUH will spend the
majority of its season on the
road, facing out-of-town
teams such as St. Xavier (Lou-

Assistant coach Charlie Clark directs senior Ian Hurford in a recent practice. SLUH opens up its
season tomorrow against rival Chaminade, seeking revenge for an early playoff exit last year.

isville), Floyd Central (Ind.),
and Rock Bridge, as well as
facing rivals CBC and Vianney twice.
The Jr. Bills open their
season tomorrow at SLUH
at noon against Chaminade,
seeking to assert dominance

early in the year.
“We are preparing for the
Chaminade game just like any
other game,” said Simon. “We
are ready to come out flying
and get revenge on Chaminade after what happened last
year.”

“I expect us to be the two
best teams in the state and the
district battle will determine
who comes out on top,” said
Frein. “All of our hard work
and focus is going into that
game.”

—Baseball—

—Golf—

Spring Sports
Wrapups
—Volleyball—
State Final

—Tennis—
Individuals

SLUH

23 25 25

Lafayette

25 17 22

Key Stat: George Huhmann
and Brendan Komp dominated in the State final with 14
and 13 kills respectively.

Head coach Jeff Cheak on
keys to the team’s success:

Mehal Amin takes second place at districts and advances to sectionals, where
he defeated Paul Schneider
of Hazlewood West 6-1, 6-0.
Amin lost to Jacob Kauppila
of Marquette 6-2, 6-1 in the
first round at State.
Vinny Bartholomew and
Kyle Schnell placed second
at districts and defeated McCleur North at sectionals in
straight sets. The duo lost at
state in the first round against
Lafayette (Wildwood) 6-2,
6-2.

—Inline—

—Lacrosse—

Results: Defeated top-seed- Results: Despite a promis- Results: With a record of 27-

Results: The St. Louis U.

ed Fort Zumwalt North by

High golf team placed 7th at

a score of 11-5 in the first
round of the playoffs, but lost
to De Smet by a score of 9-4 in
the state semifinals.

6, the team clinched its 25th
ing regular season, the Jr. Bills
straight district title, defeatlost to CBC in an overtime ing Vianney. However, the
battle, losing 8-7.
team’s State journey ended
short with a loss to Eureka at
sectionals.
Departing Members: 14

earners during his sopho-

seniors graduated from the Truman Stephens on the
team, leaving returning play- team’s success: “We imers to step up with experi- pressed some teams, going
one and seven in our conence. Head coach Mark Seyer
ference. For playing a really
also retired as head coach in tough schedule, we did really
order to spend more time well.”

more year.

with his family.

Key Stat: Luke Gassett ended
the season with 29 goals and
23 assists in 16 games, breaking into the top three points

Head coach Steve Nicollerat on pitcher Bryan Notheir role and stepping up and Team
Head coach Tim O’Neil Senior Patrick Durnien on lan’s success vs. Vianney:
Although the team de- on losing eight seniors: “In the upcoming season: “We “Bryan kept his composure
excelling at their role in key
“Each player understanding

feated Chaminade 5-2 in the
spots was crucial to our suc- District semifinals, Ladue
prevailed over SLUH in the
cess.”
finals 5-1, ending the team’s
playoff run.

some way we’ll be starting a need to play more as a team and did a really good job. He
really pitched well, and we
new eara because those se- and take advantage of all our
were able to beat the number
niors have been with us for a talent, and if we do, we will one team in Missouri (Vianwin a lot of games.”
long time.”
ney).”

State, despite a strong first day
at the State Tournament.

Departing Members: Dan
Venker and Alex Ciaramitaro
are continuing their golfing
careers at Rhodes College and
Bradley University, respectively.

Head coach Scott Gilbert
on next year’s team: “I
think we’re going to have a
dynamite program from the
varsity level all the way down
to the freshman team. It’s going to be awesome and I can’t
wait.”

—Keith Thomas, Tim Nile, Adam Vonder Haar, John Michael Fitzgerald, Jake Swyers, Ethan McIntyre, and Joe Reznikov contributed reporting

Water Polo captures State title, again
photos | Nolen Doorack

Last spring, the St. Louis U. High water polo team
captured its 17th state title with a 17-7 win over the
Lindbergh Flyers. The team bettered its historic all
time record to 803-239 in 54 years of competition.
Below is the link to sports editor Tim Nile’s article
on the team’s State Championship.
http://bit.do/statetitle

From left to right: the water polo team hoists its 17th state title, Chris Kreienkamp winds up for a shot in the State final.
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(continued from page 9)

also seen a lot of changes. All
three divers from last year
have graduated, and four
new ones have stepped into
their spots. Seniors Thomas

O’Brien and Krause as well as
juniors Sam Bott and Andrew
Gammon will be diving and
swimming. The four of them
stepping up will be a huge
boost for the team.

“Diving has been really
fun so far,” said Krause. “I’m
really happy I decided to do it.
I think it will help the team a
lot.”

Rainbow

photo | Leo Heinz

photo | Leo Heinz

Several visiting parents, students, and faculty noticed the rainbow that sprawled across the St.
Louis sky and ecompassed SLUH’s campus at the annual Back To School Night Wednesday.
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“What You Do Without
Your iPhone at Lunch”

Credits
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Leo “Mow the lawn” Heinz
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Nolen “Pray” Doorack
Connor “Sulk” FitzGerald
Sports Editors
Tim “Knitting” Nile
Keith “Searching for Atlantis”
Thomas
Features Editors
Sam “Staring blankly into space”
Heagney
Ethan “Still on my iPhone”
McIntyre
Core Staff
Sam “Homework” Chechik
Patrick “Eating tree nuts”
Enderle
Nick “Crying” Messina
Charlie “Feeding pigeons”
Mueth
Jack “Runing through the six
with my woes” Sinay
Staff
Billy “Lamenting Ricky Lambert’s transfer” Balossi
Jimmy “Writing original rap
music” Bricker
Liam “Instagramming on my
laptop” Connolly
Cade “Sending telegrams”
Dernlan

John Michael “Eating food”
Fitzgerald
Joseph “Webassign” Reznikov
Reporters
Jack “Doing PN wordsearches” Casey
John “Cracking Hap’s Hapvinci Code” Burke
Aidan “Strolling on my moped” Moore
Connor “Go golfing” Worley
Gabe “Use my iPad instead”
Lepak
Charlie “Doing Curdt’s
homework” McGroarty
Leo “Spiking” Henken
Paul “Volleyballing with
George” Henken
Adam “Buying stock” Vonder
Haar
Jake “Resurrecting Gioia”
Swyers
Chris “Prepping for State”
Kreienkamp
Patrick “Embezzeling Panera”
Schuler
Staff Artists
Joe “Flushing down my head
down the toilet” Fentress
Ian “Rap battling” Mulvihill

New Athletic Director Chris Muskopf, ‘91.

(continued from page 9)

letic Department may not
seem different from past
years, Muskopf has his priorities straight in making his position as effective as possible.
“I think my first and foremost priority is to make sure
that we as a department are
functioning at as high a level
as possible,” said Muskopf. “So
that means communicating
with coaches, communicating
with parents, communicating
with student athletes. That
means making sure that we
have schedules that are accurate both in communication
with other schools, also on
our website, on the Google
calendar, on the high school
sports website for the PostDispatch.”
The fair trade policy has
affected parts of SLUH and
how they handle clothing and
merchandise, but as of right
now it does not affect the ath-

letic department.
“I think it’s important,”
said Muskopf. “I think it’s part
of my job and it’s part of our
coaches’ job to learn what’s
out there. And do I feel confident in saying that we are
at any point going to be 100
percent fair trade? To say that,
I think I’d be going out on a
limb. I think my expectation
is that coaches do a little bit
of due diligence to investigate
what opportunities are there.”
Muskopf has made a
Twitter account and has been
thinking about ways to use it
best.
“I don’t think that I can
compare what I am going to
do on Twitter to what Mr.
Wehner did,” said Muskopf.
“My goal with that account
is to publicize all good things
SLUH. So sometimes it’s going to be tweets about clubs
or charity things that the

student body is involved in. I
think that we will get a lot of
good information out there
for people who are interested
in SLUH.”
Head of financial aid and
math teacher Craig Hannick
has known Muskopf since
1989, from when Muskopf
was a student. This year MHSAA has given the school
new requirements, and Muskopf has been working with
Hannick to fulfill these.
“I think he’s doing a great
job,” said Hannick. “I haven’t
seen him in action, yet, although I can tell you that he’s
provided me with rosters for
MHSAA. One of the requirements was to figure out how
many kids are on financial aid
that also are athletes and the
percent of each sport that gets
financial aid.”
Above all, Muskopf values this year’s theme of our
school, Cura personalis, and
is bringing it into his department.
“From the very beginning, it’s apparent that this
Athletic Department needs to
fit in under the bigger umbrella of St. Louis U. High Jesuit
education, the value system
contained within,” said Muskopf. “I think it’s a matter of
letting coaches know the impact that they can have in that
regard. My role is to let the
coaches know that it’s something we value. If we’re going
to do what we need to do as
an Athletic Department, then
that care of the person needs
to be part of what we think
about and what we target.
Whether that’s making sure
that coaches talk to kids in a
non-athletic environment so
that there’s a connection built
there when we are out of uniform or off the field or whatever shape that takes, it certainly becomes vital to what
we’re doing if we’re going to
be successful.”
—Leo Heinz contributed
reporting.

Teacher Word Search

Contributing Photographers
Mr. Matt “Contemplating
metanoia” Sciuto
Moderator
Mr. Steve “Start a potato farm
on Mr. Moran’s desk” Missey

SLUH Sports
Network
Can’t make it to the Running of the Bills or the soccer game
against Chaminade? Check out http://student.sluh.org/ssn for
live play-by-play commentary from Andrew St. John, Will Minnick, Kevin Strader, and Sam Tettamble.
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Classrooms receive new, energy-efficient light switches
SLUH Work crews installed new
Lutron motion-detector light switches
in all the classrooms over the summer.
The new switches automatically turn off
after 15 minutes of no activity to prevent
classrooms from being left empty with
the lights on, therefore reducing the
amount of wasted energy. SLUH will receive a rebate from its power company,
Ameren.
Front of J-wing touched up
Work crews have been replacing
the storm windows, as well as painting
and re-glazing the windows, since midsummer. According to Director of Facilites Joe Rankin, the storm windows had
not been replaced since the 1970s. The
windows are from the original building,
which was built in 1923. The 1940s addition—the Currigan room and Ignatian Conference Room—also received
updates.
White roofs added to increase energy
efficiency
Highly reflective coats were added
to the existing roofs on the J-wing, Library, Band and Choral Rooms, and
Danis Lobby. According to Rankin,
the white roofs help decrease building

temperature and reduce the possibility
of a leak. Looking out at the roof, some
teachers and students have commented
that it looks like a bed of snow has fallen.
Navarro takes over as Theology chair
Theology teacher Diego Navarro
replaced Rob Garavaglia as the Theology Department’s chair. Garavaglia had
served two three-year terms, and department chairs usually rotate after that.
With tweak, Wehner’s twitter signals
end of era
On July 1, Dick Wehner’s 30-year
run as Athletic Director came to a close.
Later that month, he officially changed
his Twitter to @AD_Emeritus, from @
SluhAD. Over the years, Wehner has
built a following of over 2,500 parents,
students, and alumni on Twitter. His account now notes that it is unaffiliated or
representative of “any organization.”
Science Club begins speaker series
On Tuesday, the newfound Science
Club started its speaker series with a
presentation from former SLUH graduate Alex Tarter, currently a student at
Creighton University who works in a lab
that specializes in Bose-Einstein Condensate. He talked about how to get involved in science labs in college and his

School Day
own experience with building lab equipment. The Science Club will have more
speakers throughout the year covering
the different fields.
Students to live stream select varsity
sports
This Friday, a small group headed
by seniors Sam Lindwedel, Sam Perry,
Andrew Murphy, Micheal Niese and
Tom Hillmeyer will host their first SLUH
student-run,
student-commentated
sporting event. Seniors Will Minnick
and Andrew St. John plan to commentate the Running of the Bills football
game as SLUH takes on Hillsboro at 7:00
p.m. tonight. The group hopes to continue providing a livestream of varsity
sports to increase the already large student fan base. Seniors Kevin Strader and
Sam Tettamble are scheduled to commentate the varsity soccer game against
Chaminade at noon tomorrow. These
events can be streamed at www.student.
sluh.org/ssn.
—Billy Balossi, Leo Heinz, and Ian Mulhvihill.
Around the Hallways is a new segment
seeking to cover happenings that would
not otherwise be covered. If you have
a suggestion or idea please email us—
prepnews@sluh.org .

Direction Days 2015

Friday,

August 21

Regular Schedule

Freshman Fun Day
Runnings of the Bills
AP
Snack—Bosco Sticks
Lunch Special—Shrimp and Fry Combo
Vegetarian—Fish

Monday, August 24

Regular Schedule

AP

1818 Registration
Snack—Chicken Bites
Lunch Special—Chinese
Vegetarian—Mac and Cheese

Tuesday, August 25

Regular Schedule
NHS Meeting
Snack—Pretzels
7:00pm Mother’s Club Opening Meeting
Lunch Special—Meatball Sandwich
Vegetarian—Alfredo Pasta
AP

Wednesday, August 26

Regular Schedule
AP
Admissions Ambassadors Meeting
Junior Class Meeting
Snack—Chicken Giggles
Lunch Special—Hand-Breaded Chicken
Vegetarian—Black Bean Burger

Thursday, August 27

Mass Schedule

Mass of the Holy Spirit
5:30pm Alumni Board
Lunch Special—Papa John’s
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese

Friday, August 28
Mix-It-Up Lunch

Regular Schedule

Athletics
Friday, August 21
7:00pm V Football vs. Hillsboro @ SLUH

Saturday, August 22
10:00am C Soccer vs. Chaminade @ SLUH
12:00pm V Soccer vs. Chaminade @ SLUH
2:00pm B Soccer vs. Chaminade @ SLUH

Monday, August 24
4:30pm JV Football @ Hillsboro
4:30pm C Football vs. Hillsboro @ SLUH

Tuesday, August 25
4:30pm D Football @ Bayless

Wednesday, August 26
4:00pm B Soccer vs. CBC @ SLUH
4:00pm C Soccer @ CBC
6:00pm Varsity Soccer vs. CBC @ SLUH

Friday, August 28
4:00pm C Soccer @ Oakville
5:15pm JV Soccer @ Oakville
7:00pm V Football vs. Lutheran North @ SLUH

Freshmen attended the annual Direction Days from
August 4-August 7.
Photos by Dominik Skroska and Nolen Doorack

