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G

earing up for the new
school year, the St.
Louis U. High admissions
office released a new website aimed at providing both
a mobile-friendly and lesscluttered page. The updated
website features videos made
by SLUHTube, including a
drone-shot video.
The admissions office,
which started creating the
new website in May, felt a
new website was necessary
because so many prospective
students and their parents
were using mobile devices to
access the website, but sluh.
org is very clumsy when used
on a mobile device.
“More and more, as it
relates to admissions specifically, prospective families
look (the website) up on their
phone or iPad,” said Director
of Admissions Anja Schmelter.
The admissions office
used the creation tool WordPress to design the website
due to its mobile-friendly feature and modern look.
“WordPress is super intuitive. It’s easy to use. It has
more of a touch screen feel to
it,” said Admissions Assistant
Ann Murphy. “It allows us to
look like we’re up to date with
the latest technology.”
The admissions office
also updated the website so
that it would better sync with
other informational pieces,
such as the brochure, that the
office uses for events such as
high school nights. The five
themes of academics, faith,
leadership, community, and
spirit, which are all featured
on the brochure are also main
components of the website.
Schmelter enlisted Kathleen Parvis, the Creative Director at Modern Litho, to design the website since she had
designed other tools, such as

The new Jesuit residence behind the community garden. Jesuits expected to move in late fall.
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Newly-created SSN draws viewers, online
followers in first several broadcasts

ON AIR: Seniors Kevin Strader and Sam Tettamble at the soccer game last Saturday. The duo called both varsity
soccer games this week, adding in jokes and emotion.
BY Jack Sinay
CORE STAFF

P

roducer Sam Lindwedel pulled a
golf cart carrying a fat table up to
the entrance of Drury Plaza, where he
grabbed two folding chairs out of the
back, told senior John McManus and
junior Nick Lally to get the table, and
rushed into the SLUH-CBC soccer
game to set up.
As cords were untangled and
plugged in, president Andrew Murphy
approached to see if any last-minute
continued on page 4 help was needed. Meanwhile, commen-
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tators Kevin Strader and Sam Tettamble
waited. Vice president of technology
Tom Hillmeyer was the last to show up
to the scene, but as soon as he did, the
broadcast went live.
This was the setting of SLUH’s
newly-founded student-run broadcasting team, SLUH Sports Network (SSN),
at work on Wednesday night.
The team’s inaugural broadcast was
last Friday, at SLUH football’s first home
game of the season. Seniors Andrew St.
John and Will Minnick commentated as
roughly 300 people, at one time or anNews

Callon returns
After taking a semester-long sabbatical, Callon has 90,000-word
rough draft. Page 2.
Opinion

Please pause!
Letter wonders why there’s talking during the Examen. Page 3.
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other, tried to stream the game. According to Hillmeyer, a total of 12 people was
the highest number of people streaming
the game at once.
On Saturday, SSN was back at it,
streaming SLUH’s soccer match against
Chaminade. Instead of Minnick and St.
John commentating, Strader and Tettamble took over the booth, where their
blazers and Tettamble’s exclamation of
“Joink!” after every goal caught the attention of many.
“It’s just been a joy so far,” said Tet-

continued on page 3

Sports

hile the Catholic Social
Teaching implementation group continues to draft
an informal fair trade statement, it has seen its work
pay off in the form of 400 fair
trade PE shirts.
The group came out of
Imagining 18 and is focused
on putting the tenets of Catholic Social Teaching into action.
Teachers within the
Catholic Social Teaching
group are trying to build a
culture of fair trade through
conversations with various
clubs and staff members who
regularly purchase t-shirts,
rather than mandating a
policy. The group has been
working on an informal statement regarding Saint Louis U.
High’s commitment to supporting fair trade goods.
“We don’t want to
come from some moral high
ground,” said Campus Minister Dan Finucane. “It’s one
thing to have a policy but like
with any law if people’s hearts
aren’t converted, it won’t do
much.”
The sale of fair trade and
ethically made items at SLUH
is not a new idea. For years,
teachers have bulk ordered
fairly grown and traded coffee. SLUH’s wrestling uniforms have been USA-made
and fairly produced for a
handful of years now.
The purchase of 400 PE tshirts over the summer marks
the biggest fair trade apparel
purchase by the school. Although fair trade is more
expensive than sweatshopproduced apparel, the price of
the PE t-shirts has remained
constant at $15.
“The PE shirts were a big
success,” said campus minister Nick Ehlman.
The shirts were produced
by Alta Gracia, a sweat-free
clothing factory in the Dominican Republic. Food Service consultant Kathy Hyla
ordered the shirts through
Alta Gracia’s United States
distributor Ethix Merch.
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First days of school in 8 months: Callon returns from second semester
sabbatical with substantial draft of novel about family history
BY William Balossi and
Jimmy Bricker
STAFF

E

nglish teacher David Callon returned this year
after a semester-long sabbatical, time he spent researching,
writing, and visiting family
in order to compile a story of
himself and his family’s history.
Callon had always wanted to write a book, but was
unable to do so because of the
sheer volume of time involved
with writing. He had attempted to start the project before,
but found that progress took
time away from his family and
work.
“I feel like I had a book
about my family, but (writing)
takes a lot of space in life,” said

Callon. “I had written a little
over the summer, but I realized it was going to take all of
my focus for a long time.”
SLUH provides the opportunity for a sabbatical to
teachers who have served the
school for over 10 years. The
teachers get a chance to follow
their own interests instead of
teaching. These interests have
ranged from English teacher
Terry Quinn’s Master’s degree in Creative Writing with
an emphasis in poetry, to the
textbook math teacher George
Mills wrote for his geometry
class. The only requirement is
that the teacher’s project benefits both his or her career and
the class curriculum.
“They just said ‘hey go do
that,’ and I did,” said Callon.

Foy teaches summer
class on business and
entrepreneurship
BY Charlie
CORE STAFF

S

Mueth

ocial studies teacher Kevin Foy offered a summer
course entitled Business and
Entrepreneurship to nine students in June and July.
The course was centered
around the different parts of
running a business. The nine
students were split up into
groups of three; each group
thought of an idea for a business and tried to develop it
throughout the course.
Foy also had several St.
Louis U. High alumni speak
to the class about their own
entrepreneurial experiences
or about a particular part of
Foy’s curriculum.
Among the speakers was
Tim Garvey, ’06, the founder
and owner of Pretzel Boys in
Des Peres. Garvey encouraged the students to do what
they enjoy, because starting
a business is a huge commitment. He also told the students that they should have
an idea of the costs of starting
their business.
“They all asked good
questions,” said Garvey of the
class. “I was impressed.”
Mark Lewis, ’84, the
Chief Financial Officer of
LockerDome, a St. Louisbased, sports-themed social
network, also spoke to the
class, urging the students to
pursue their passions
“It’s very, very difficult,
but incredibly rewarding,”
said Lewis of the process
of starting a business. “You
never know where the next
Google, Facebook, or Twitter
are going to come from.”
Lewis is heavily involved
in St. Louis’ entrepreneurial
community as a board member of InvestMidwest and the
Vice Chairman of the Arch
Grants Competition committee. Lewis has also taught a
market and financial analysis
class at Washington University.
“I’m always been impressed by the intellect of the
St. Louis U. High students,”
said Lewis. “I was very im-

pressed with how much they
were thinking about building
their own businesses already,
and how far along their projects were.”
Three-hour class periods allowed the class to take
multiple field trips to different
businesses. The group visited
LockerDome, Seyer Industries, and T-REx, a company
that houses 150 small businesses (with those fewer than
10 employees). Many of the
small businesses are run by
young entrepreneurs fresh out
of college.
Hempstead liked the TREx trip the best. “(It) was
really interesting because a lot
of people that were running
those businesses were fairly
young and fresh out of college, so it could be seeing into
the future of what we’re going
to do when we graduate college.”
Next summer, Foy will
teach his Personal Finance
course in place of the Business
and Entrepreneurship class as
part of his plan to alternate
the two classes every summer.
“My favorite part of the
class was that it wasn’t the
traditional classroom style
and that people got to talk
and really collaborate with
each other all the time. We
really explored the business
world instead of just sitting in
a classroom the whole time,”
said Hempstead.
“Overall, I think it was
great,” said Foy. “I think the
exposure they got to alums
was really important. I think
the content they learned was
solid. I think they have a better sense, than when they
went in, of what it means to
start a business and a better
sense of whether they want to
study this in college.”
“He has so many connections all throughout St.
Louis,” said junior Nate Henty
about Foy. “He knows a ton
of alumni and guys from old
jobs. He has a lots of connections and had a ton of things
to show us.”

Frequented among his
many writing stops during the
year were Wash U, the Forest
Park Visitor’s Center, and several coffee shops.
“I just sat down and
wrote for at least five hours a
day. I just tried to plug away
at it and it was kind of like going fishing. Sometimes I got a
really good bite and I got to
wrestle with it and the time
went quick and other times I
did research,” said Callon.
Researching may seem
like a dreaded, cumbersome
process to any SLUH student
who has gone the lengths in
procrastinating a paper, but to
Callon and indeed all writers,
it can prove crucial. Crucial
enough for Callon to warrant
multiple trips to California, to

hear first-hand accounts from
his family and make forays
into U.S. Census records.
Callon’s goal is to create
a memoir similar to Jeannette
Walls’s The Glass Castle.
“I wasn’t after a 500-page
book,” said Callon. “I thought,
‘Well, if Jeannette Walls can
write about that much about
her upbringing, I think I can
try that.’ She was kind of an
inspiration to me.”
Similar to Walls, Callon’s
writing process reflects that of
a recorder of stories.
“It was very fragmented.
I didn’t start page one and just
write, I started 40 files and
just wrote individual stories
and tried not to repeat myself.
I have 40 essays/stories that
need to be woven together,”

said Callon.
In a less concrete way,
Callon’s book and the process of writing it helped him
to get back in touch with his
students and the struggles
SLUH’s rigorous English
classes present. The writing
process can be tricky, filled
with the pitfalls of writer’s
block and the imposed ineptitudes of a reluctant or apathetic author. Having recent
and first-hand experience,
Callon can help impassion the
apathetic and help the lost or
reluctant navigate the slippery
slope of language.
“I feel like more than
ever as a teacher I’ve really
connected to how hard it is
to write something and how
to get something right,” said

Callon. “In the way I help
another student wrestle with
how to tell the truth about an
experience or how to capture
the idea of an argument, I feel
like I’m in a better position to
be with them.”
The sabbatical has been
a grounding experience for
Callon, who feels he has gotten back in touch with the
essence of what it means to
write stories.
Moving forward in publishing, Callon needs to condense his 90,000 word life
story into a single page. Surely
Callon can feel for his poor
students trying to do the same
on the Common App.

Kavanaugh tours both countryside and cities
of Ireland along with nine graduated seniors

photo | Ian Odendahl

BY P.J. Cox
REPORTER

N

ine students traveled to
Ireland last summer led
by English teacher John Kavanaugh and former English
teacher Bill George, who started the trip in 1994. The group
spent 12 days in Ireland.
Starting in Dublin, the
group moved up the coast to
Northern Ireland. The rest of
the trip they bounced up and
down the west coast, visiting religious sites, beaches,
castles, and caves. The students experienced it all: the
cities, towns, hikes, nature,
good food—simply a beautiful place to visit.
After landing in Dublin,
the group toured Croke Park,
which is used for hurling
matches and Gaelic football.
It holds about 80,000 people,
and the best counties square
off there. The group went behind the scenes, touring the
locker rooms. The tour ended
with a breathtaking view of
Dublin from the highest part
of the stands.
In Dingle, southwest Ireland, the group visited a fa-

The group traveled first to Dublin, then along the Western coast of Ireland, and finally ended the
trip after visiting Dingle.

mous beehive hut. According
to Kavanaugh, “It was an old
chapel made of stones about
1,000 years ago.” The dry
stones are stacked perfectly,
without any mortar.
In their free time, they
went to a pub, where a performer asked the crowd if
there were any musicians in
the audience. SLUH’s own

Ian Odendahl spoke up and
played guitar in front of everyone.
“I hope there are more
opportunities like this at
SLUH. I hope people who are
interested really get involved
and try to go. It’s an experience you won’t forget,” says
Kavanaugh.
The Jr. Bills have been

visiting Ireland every summer for Irish Literature since
1994.
“It’s kind of a tradition,”
said Kavanaugh, “for kids who
took the class, and for those
who didn’t; it’s for them to
learn about Ireland, its culture, and its landscape.”

Periodic table on science wing wall breathes new
Oxygen, Nitrogen, and Argon into hallways

Nick Messina
CORE STAFF

J

uniors Salvatore Vitellaro
and Matthew Smith spent
part of their summer creating
an artistic rendition of the periodic table consisting of individual elements painted over
wooden blocks. The art was
installed between sophomore
and junior hallway in the science wing.
“I talked about it with
(Science Department chair
Mary Russo) over the second
semester of the 2014-2015
school year,” said Vitellaro.
“We were talking about trends
in the periodic table and in
class we were saying the periodic table was pretty cool, so
we thought it would be cool to
work on this project.”
Since each element in
Vitellaro’s and Smith’s periodic table is separate from

photo | Patrick Enderle

the stencils they used for the
letters and numbers.
After finishing the periodic table, Vitellaro set it up
in the Old Cafeteria and sent
a picture message to Russo.
“As soon as I received the
text, my only reply back was
‘wow!’” said Russo. “We needed something to indicate that
you were in the science wing
whenever you walked by, and
this fit our idea wonderfully.”
Russo then forwarded
the image to the rest of the
Science Department, where
it was met with positive reactions.
Once the periodic table
was cleared to be placed in the
The new periodic table opposite the windows of the science
science wing, maintenance
office. After inspiration from sophomore chemistry, Vitellaro
worker Steve DeBrecht helped
and Smith dedicated their summer to the mural.
Vitellaro and Smith place and
the next, every piece was very ferent colors based on what seal each element on the table.
labor-intensive to create. They groups the elements were in
had to paint each border dif- and used a machine to cut out
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OPINION

SLUH Sports Network commentates and
Letter
livestreams week’s football and soccer games
Examen should
be time for quiet
reflection, not
intercom-guided
image | SLUH Sports Network

A still of seniors Sam Tettamble and Kevin Strader on the livestream from Saturday’s 3-1 win against Chaminade. The dynamic
duo announced both of the soccer teams MCC wins so far this season. The next planned game for SSN is the football game tomorrow night at 7 p.m, which will be commentated by seniors Sam Perry and Andrew St. John.

(continued from page 1)

-tamble. “I’ve always kind of
dreamed of commentating
soccer, so I just love it.”
According to Hillmeyer,
that game had a maximum of
about 60 people stream it at
once, and over 1,000 people
tried to stream it at one time
or another.
After the strong turnout
over the weekend, Tettamble
and Strader reunited to cover
SLUH versus CBC in soccer
on Wednesday. According
to Hillmeyer, that game had
a total of 650 people tune in
to stream it, with a max of
65 people streaming it at one
time.
The network’s presence
has grown rapidly, both with
games streamed and weeks
existed. It began only a few
weeks ago, when Lindwedel

came up with the idea after
talking to a friend from CBC.
Other schools such as Chaminade and De Smet also have
student streaming networks,
and tend to not use professional networks.
“Over the summer, I was
with my friend John Paul in
Florida and we were talking
about broadcasting sports,”
said Lindwedel. “He was telling me how CBC has a broadcasting network, and so I
thought that since CBC has
one, why not us?”
From there, Linwedel
talked to Murphy, who organized the group and came to
Athletic Director Chris Muskopf with the idea.
“I thought it’d be a really
good idea, not only to highlight a lot of big SLUH sports

events, but also to bring positive brand reinforcement to
the school and the athletic department,” said Murphy.
However, Krilogy Financial and John McArthur,
’95, had already donated to
Prep Casts, a professional
high school sports streaming network, to cover all of
SLUH’s football games this
year, which was done last year
as well.
Muskopf also had an offer
from the High School Sports
Caravan, another professional
streaming network, approach
him to stream Saturday’s and
Wednesday’s soccer games.
The group pulled out on Saturday due to rough weather,
but streamed alongside SSN
on Wednesday. According to
Muskopf, High School Sports

Caravan and Prep Casts tend
to not overlap coverage.
Additionally,
STLTV,
which has an office across the
street from SLUH on Oakland, has shown interest as
well. They are new to the high
school sports scene, and have
begun to stream a football
game of the week every Friday
online, and a condensed version on Channel 11 on Saturday.
“What I think is good is
that you have a couple of professional broadcasting entities
that are interested in covering high school sports,” said
Muskopf. “But I don’t know
that we would ever need two
groups doing every game in
the same season.”
Prior to last year, cover-

continued on page 5

From the PN Vault

Ten years after Katrina, a look at SLUH’s
response in its wake
BY Jack Sinay
CORE STAFF

T

his week, the nation
commemorated the 10th
anniversary of Hurricane
Katrina’s descent on New Orleans. As many looked back to
remember the horrors of the
storm surge, the Prep News
looked back at its effect within
the SLUH community.
Within days of the storm,
SLUH reached out to Jesuit
High School in New Orleans,
asking if they could help in
any way. Jesuit High School
was below sea level and partially underwater at the time,
causing a number of their students to enroll at other schools
in the New Orleans area and
some outside of the city.
Initially, SLUH was ready
to accept 30-40 students, but
only four ended up enrolling. Karl Feigney, Jon Picou,
Kyle Letkewitte, and Anthony Mantese attended SLUH
shortly after the storm from
Jesuit High School, while a
fifth student from Ben Frank-

lin High School, Tucker
Bohren, came weeks later.
They all stayed for the first
semester, and then left for the
second semester back in New
Orleans.
“I only thought we’d be
here for a week,” said Picou.
“But then once the levees
broke, they told us to be here
for the whole semester.” (70.3)
Possessions were left at
home as, for many of them,
evacuation was sudden. Additionally, some of them lost
communication with friends
and family. For example,
Feigley didn’t talk to his best
friend for a week after the initial damage, and Picou was
unable to call them. Coupled
with that, they also had to
adjust to a new school atmosphere.
“It’s very hard,” said Picou. “I kind of knew everything and knew everyone at
my old school, at least the
people in my grade. Just going to a new school… I don’t

know anybody. I’ve had to
meet new people and try to
be more outgoing with everybody.” (70.3)
Meanwhile, SLUH helped
raise money thrugh STUCO
and other organizations. Although there was a letter
criticizing the initial student
average donation of $1.74
per student (70.5), thousands
of dollars were eventually
raised as STUCO sold “SLUH
Strong” bracelets, Mardi Gras
beads, and old SLUH soccer
jerseys with all proceeds going to the victims of the hurricane. They also had talks with
Nerinx Hall to make a t-shirt
that could be sold in both of
the schools.
Meanwhile, a Mass was
organized, a memorial set up
in the chapel, multiple charitable drives were held, and a
benefit concert called “Rockin’ for the Hurricane” took
place. Campus Ministry also
worked on a project aimed at
connecting the students of Je-

suit High School to SLUH students by putting their pictures
and names on a bulletin board
outside their offices.
“Actually, we (weren’t)
able to do as much as for
(the victims) as everybody
want(ed) to,” said former
SLUH principal Mary Schenkenberg. “There’s great sentiment behind reaching out and
doing what we can to help.
The problem isn’t that they’re
asking too much, it’s that we
can’t do enough for them.”
(70.3)
Lastly, Fine Arts teacher
Joe Koestner and Director
of Facilities Patrick Zarrick
helped four students from
Loyola-New Orleans with
accommodations for places
to stay as they transferred to
SLU. They were able to move
them into a vacant residence
on Wise Ave., and got help
from the SLUH community to
furnish it.
—Charlie Mueth contributed
reporting.

To the editors:
Every year around this
time, at Open House, I give
tours of Backer Memorial to
prospective SLUH families.
I lead them from the heights
of the Field House balcony,
whisk them through the dazzling art wing, and show off
the other attractions in the
maze that is our school.
The whole time, I produce statistics and numbers
and themes—mumbo-jumbo
that is supposed to lure them
into cutting a new-car-sized
check for “Jesuit Education” at
our school.
When I reach Campus
Ministry, I stop and hand everyone in the group a small
prayer card. At this time, I explain the Examen.
“The Examen,” I say, “is
the two minutes of the day
where we stop in silence and
think.”
Really all of SLUH education is designed to teach
us to stop and think, but this

two-minute retreat into private self-consciousness is the
model for the contemplative
lifestyle of Ignatius that we
strive to imitate. It is a small
way that we can practice this
reassuring prayer of life. Add
a few deep breaths, and the
Examen becomes a nervecalming therapy session.
Why then do we insist on
bombarding a series of intense
reflection questions into the
ears of the student body during what’s supposed to be their
only silent two minutes of the
day? The blaring voice might
be intended to guide inexperienced freshmen through the
prayer, but it only serves to
distract. Save the structure for
Theology class, retreats, and
prayer services, and let the
Examen be a time to just be.
Let’s just stick to the first command and we’ll be fine. “Acknowledge God’s presence.”
Just don’t fall asleep.
- Jimmy Reddy, ’16

Library expands
online databases
offered
Focus on current events, ease
of access
BY Jack Casey
REPORTER

L

ibrarian Cortney Schraut
added new library databases, improved old ones, and
organized the research system
used by students and faculty
members over the summer.
These changes are intended
to help the SLUH community
connect more easily with current events and to gain access
to more sources for learning.
Schraut added a schoolwide subscription to the New
York Times which allows the
entire community access to
articles and some of the archives.
“I think it’s awesome that
I can access articles like these
instead of the usual Wikipedia articles. It’s a much more
interesting way to learn,” said
senior Mike Barry.
A search bar has also
been added to the top of the
library home page that allows
students to look through all of
the databases with one search.
Students can now find what
they need in a more organized
way, making research simple
and more effective.
Schraut also added more
e-book options in order to

have as many types of sources
available to then students.
“I have added e-books
to our journal databases of
JSTOR and Project Muse,
both of which are exceptional
academic research tools,” said
Schraut.
This is especially convenient for SLUH students with
iPads, as Schraut created a
system to allow printing from
the new devices. Students can
print documents simply by
going to the release station,
signing in, and releasing their
print job. Due to this change,
there has been a noticeable
difference in the students’
work routines creating more
time to complete homework
while maintaining a peaceful
environment in the library.
Students have given positive
feedback to this technological
advancement.
“The ability to type documents and print them from
my iPad is very useful. It’s
kind of like carrying around
a laptop,” said freshman Louis
Vacca.
Schraut hopes to simplify the research process even
more by adding a database
that will include fictional ebooks, music, and movies.
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to become more mobile-friendly
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Subcommittee of I18
advocating for fair
trade

artwork | Ian Mulvihill

(continued from page 1)
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DRONES: Upon opening the new Admissions website, a new promotional video appears thanks to a drone.

(continued from page 1)

the brochure, in the past.
The school is looking
into redoing its entire website
using WordPress, so the admissions office will be able to
easily integrate its website into
the school’s. The admissions
office and school also saw the
admissions website as a test
drive for the overall transition
to a WordPress format.
“I’m all in support if
the whole school moves to a
platform where our website’s
mobile-friendly and all that,
but it is going to take some
time. I see this as a marketing tool that, even if we have
to modify to integrate it down
the road, it still serves us a
good purpose this year, so we
went ahead and did it,” said
Schmelter.
The new website opens
with a video sweep of the
SLUH campus. It was shot
on a GoPro camera attached
to the SLUHTube drone. The
quadcopter drone arrived the
last day of school, just in time
to begin shooting footage for
the new website.
The idea originated when
Schmelter met with SLUH-

Tube moderator Robert Chura, hoping SLUHTube could
create videos for the new
website.
“I thought it would be a
good idea to work with students so that they would be
the ones creating videos of a
quality that would be appropriate to put in (the website),”
said Schmelter.
Chura enlisted SLUHTube veterans seniors Tom
Hillmeyer and Patrick Rottman to help create these videos.
Unlike the drone video,
the other compilations were
made using old SLUHTube

footage, representing the
faith, leadership, and spirit
themes, respectively. Chura
edited two videos over the
summer while Rottman handled the Spirit compilation
and Hillmeyer created the
drone one. The group began
the process by collecting ten
hours of drone footage with
help from fellow drone owner,
sophomore Nico Schmelter.
Just as the shooting was wrapping up, the drone experienced a shortage and crashed
from 300 feet.
The drone is now repaired and back in SLUHTube’s hands, but can’t be

used because none of the
drone fliers in SLUHTube
are licensed. The administration has halted any use of the
drones until students obtain
licenses, which Rottman and
Hillmeyer plan to earn soon
by taking a hands-on course.
Once they have licenses, they
will be allowed to apply for
drone insurance and fly over
crowds.
Other than shooting
drone footage, most of their
time and effort was spent
looking through hours of past
SLUHTube videos and the
vast wealth of unused footage.

Ethix Merch also printed the
SLUH logo onto the t-shirts.
“Purchasing the gym
shirts was very easy,” said
Hyla. “I was able to order
them all online.”
The committee hopes
to further create a culture of
fair trade at SLUH through
conversations with clubs and
individuals, especially those
who regularly order t-shirts.
The committee will offer assistance to those ordering fair

trade t-shirts to make the process as easy as possible.
STUCO is planning on
ordering fairly made Spirit
Week shirts.
On Oct. 23, Alta Gracia
will send a handful of employees including factory workers
to visit SLUH and to talk to
the community.
“It’s a huge opportunity
for people to make concrete
connections with the idea of
fair trade,” said Finucane.

Updated Website

image | from sluh.org/prepnews

The Prep News officially has a new website! Over the summer, Director of Educational Technology Andrea Nunziante and core staff member Sam Chechik worked together
to design and create the new site, an update from the 2011
version. Please email prepnews@sluh.org with any suggestions or concerns.
Every page of the new admissions website includes SLUH’s location and the Instagram and Twitimage | from admissions.sluh.org
ter accounts of the Admissions department.

PN Twitter

Twitter Recap

Fr. Pepe Ruiz enjoyed a day tweeting from the official SLUH account. Here are some highlights.

artwork | Joe Fentress

Follow @sluhprepnews on Twitter for the latest
updates from the Prep News, and take a look at
page 10 for the Prep News Sports Twitter.
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Huhmann joins USA
volleyball team in
Argentina; loses in
quarterfinals
BY Leo Henken and Paul
Henken
REPORTERS

T

he halls of St. Louis U.
High just weren’t the
same without 6’11” senior
George Huhmann.
For the first two weeks
of school, Huhmann was 494
miles north of Buenos Aires in
Resistencia, Argentina, competing with the USA Youth
National Volleyball Team in
the 2015 FIVB U19 World
Championships.
Huhmann, a standout
volleyball player for the 2015
State Championship squad,
was selected to the USA Youth
U19 volleyball team after tryouts in January of last year.
Twenty-four elite athletes
were selected from all around

“It’s not every
day you get
the chance to
do something
internationally for
your country.”
-George Huhmann
the country, from Hawaii to
Pennsylvania, from California
to right here in St. Louis.
The 24 athletes trained
from July 14 to August 8
at Simpson College in Des
Moines, Iowa, including a
five-day international tournament. New Zealand, Puerto
Rico, Germany, and Canada
traveled to Iowa for the tournament, where Huhmann’s
team medaled.
A few days later, the
coaching staff made final cuts,
sending 12 players packing.
Huhmann left his bags unpacked, emerging as one of
the top middle blockers in the
nation.
“I was very excited to
represent my country,” said
Huhmann. “It’s not every
day you get the chance to do
something internationally for
your country.”
Making the team was just
the start of Huhmann’s jour-

ney. The practice schedule was
rigorous leading up the tournament, with two practices a
day for weeks.
Huhmann has learned a
lot about volleyball and also
himself while intensely competing for the past weeks.
“I have been trying to
make myself better technically because all the little things
can add up to a huge block or
kill in a big match,” said Huhmann.
In Argentina, the team
was in Pool A, competing
against Turkey, Belgium, Argentina, and France. They displayed their dominance early,
beating Turkey 3-2, Belgium
3-2, France 3-1 and sweeping
Argentina 3-0 in front of a
packed home-country crowd.
The squad took first place in
Pool A, giving them them the
top seed in the round of 16,
where they destroyed Mexico
3-0. Huhmann had a match
high six blocks in the win.
He also added two kills to the
scorebook.
“I think the team thrived
off the energy from the crowd,”
said Huhmann, whose job was
to stop Argentina’s dominant
middles.
“It’s easy to cruise
through the practices without thinking about it, but that
does not make you a better
player,” said Huhmann. “You
have to grind and make yourself better so that when international competition comes,
we are ready to face the challenges.”
Team USA played Russia
in the quarterfinals, but fell
3-0. They played Brazil next,
and lost one of the hardest
fought matches of the tourney.
The game went back and forth
five sets, but Brazil was finally
able to pull away 15-10 to finish off the Americans.
Huhmann and USA then
dealt with China pretty easily,
taking home 7th in the world.
After 43 days away from
home, Huhmann is glad to be
back in the swing of things at
the U. High.

The SSN Crew during Friday’s football game. Andrew St. John and Will Minnick called the game.

(continued from page 5)

age of SLUH sports depended
upon the game as a result of
fees associated with the service. Former Athletic Director Dick Wehner believed
Prep Casts and other streaming services should not profit
from high school students.
Instead, he wanted them to
donate $50 for every game
to the Chris Zandstra fund.
Muskopf accepted Prep Casts’
service on the condition that a
future donation be made from
Prep Casts to the Zandstra
fund.
However, despite SSN’s
rapid growth, there have been
questions about their sustainability. For one, the majority
of people involved right now
are seniors. Although they
could recruit at the activity
fair and have had a lot of interest from a survey they sent
out last week, that could be

an issue when talking about
streaming games next year or
the years after.
“I think our plan of attack right now is to do as
many games as we can, the
best way we can, and then
once we iron out all the kinks,
get a ton of people involved,”
said Hillmeyer.
Additionally, the group
depends heavily upon Hillmeyer for their stream. On
Wednesday, the feed was delayed 10 minutes because he
was coming from work, and
he currently has to attend
every game they stream. The
majority of their equipment
is from Gadfly and SLUHTube, but Hillmeyer has also
had to pitch in for things
those groups didn’t already
have, like a streaming device.
Nevertheless, they are currently seeking more funding
from the administration, and
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would even be open to outside
sources.
Despite that, the group
has high hopes for the future.
Improvements to how they
stream the games as well as
changes to their website have
helped them adapt rapidly—
in a matter of only about a
week—to continue to grow.
Additionally, their popularity has gotten much of the
school’s attention, and seems
to only be growing as their Director of Marketing Sam Perry
continues to spread the word.
Muskopf was optimistic as
well, noting the possibility of
the High School Sports Caravan coming in to help SSN
learn more advanced broadcasting techniques.
“I think the more we can
get (SSN) doing, the better
it’ll be,” said Muskopf. “The
more games the SLUH Sports
Network is willing to do, the

photo | Nolen Doorack

doors will be open for them to
do so.”
In the immediate future, SSN and Prep Casts
will both be streaming every
football game of this season.
High School Sports Caravan
or STLTV may cover some
future SLUH sports games,
while SSN hopes to cover two
sports a season this year. For
fall, SSN will be covering soccer and football; for the winter,
basketball and hockey; and in
the spring, lacrosse and baseball. SSN is unsure as to how
many of each sport’s games
they will cover, but plan to be
there for the big games.
The group’s website is
sluhsportsnetwork.com, and
their Twitter account is at @
SLUHSports.
—Leo Heinz contributed
reporting.

Credits

How do you use your drone?

Staff
Billy “Direct traffic” Balossi
Jimmy “Lifting French fries
from the cafe” Bricker
Liam “Bringing my homework
to me from school” Connolly
Cade “Spread mono” Dernlan
John Michael “Stop terrorists”
Fitzgerald
Joseph “Run through the 6
with my drones” Reznikov
Staff Artists
Joe “Hamsters” Fentress
Ian “Spy on Donald Trump”
Mulvihill
Reporters
Scotty “Send love letters to
girls” Berger
John “Spy on Hap at Notre
Dame” Burke
Jack “Copying kids’ homework” Casey
PJ “See Machu Pichu” Cox
Leo “Scare my cat” Henken
Paul “Spying on George”
Henken

Chris “Report on football”
Kreienkamp
Gabe “Find food” Lepak
Charlie “Conduct interviews”
McGroarty
Jack “Play fetch with myself ”
Miner
Andrew “Find a purpose to
life” Modder
Aidan “Replace my moped”
Moore
Andrew “Find Atlantis” Pluff
Patrick “Swim faster” Schuler
Brendan “Fly with the Red
Swan” Voigt
Connor “Check my yardage on
a par three” Worley
Contributing Artists
Will “Fly south with the geese”
Kramer
Contributing Photographers
Max “Take pictures” Prosperi
Moderator
Mr. Steve “Monitor monkey
butlers” Missey
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Parsons’ fire in Latin complements Ice, new style livens classroom
BY Aidan Moore and Patrick Enderle

Photo | Leo Heinz

lives today. He heard of the
open position from a family
member, who recommended
he apply to SLUH.
Along with an exuberant
attitude, Parsons brings an insatiable hunger for Latin.
“He’s got energy like you
wouldn’t believe,” said senior
Jack Zimmerman.
With Parsons’ upbeat
style of teaching and a diverse
repertoire of teaching methods, he has found ways to
connect with each student.
“He’s taking a few weeks
for a big refresher course and
I think that shows he cares. I
think in the long run, he will
prove to be a really solid Latin
teacher,” said Zimmerman.
Parsons is excited about
many aspects of SLUH, including “the emphasis on the
whole person, really thinking
of (students) not just as test
takers, which is kind of how it
has felt in past schools.”
Parsons joked that “RJ”
stood for “truth, justice, and
the American way,” then explained that it stands for his
mother’s two favorite uncles,
Russell and John.

REPORTER, CORE STAFF

J

oining the Foreign Language department this
year is RJ Parsons, who is
teaching three levels of Latin:
two sections of sophomores,
two sections of seniors, and
AP Latin.
Along with helping out
with the Latin Club, Parsons
and fellow new teacher James
Page, S.J. hope to resurrect
the Fencing Club.
Parsons earned a Master’s degree in Classical Languages from the University
of Kentucky and a Bachelor
of Fine Arts in Musical Education from Florida International University. He has 12
years of teaching experience
heading into this school year.
Parsons comes from
Palos Verdes Peninsula High
School in California, where
he taught five sections of Latin and one section of Greek.
After teaching on the West
Coast for a while, Parsons
seized the opportunity to
move back to the Midwest,
where some of his family still

Parsons during his high energy Latin IV class on Thursday.

Mueller switches plans, lands in science wing New chapter for Page
Photo | Leo Heinz

Photo | Leo Heinz

Mueller during one of his classes this week. He joined the Alum Service Core after finding his passion for teaching science.
BY John Burke and Charlie McGroarty
REPORTERS

A

fter taking pre-med
classes at St. Louis University and ultimately earning a degree in neuroscience,
new faculty member Bradley
Mueller left his dream of being a doctor behind teach science.
“I actually started off going to college wanting to be a
doctor,” said Mueller. “Then I
got to this point where I didn’t

want to be a doctor anymore,
so I had to figure out what I
really wanted to do.”
Mueller, originally from
Lee’s Summit, Missouri, grew
up with a Catholic education, starting at Our Lady of
Presentation Catholic grade
school and continuing to
Rockhurst High School (Kansas City) afterwards.
While at Rockhurst,
Mueller had a deep love and
fascination for chemistry,
eventually reaching out to his
high school chemistry teacher

in search of a job after graduating from SLU.
“I always had this passion to teach chemistry when
I was in high school, so I ended up contacting my chemistry teacher,” said Mueller.
After discussion, his
former chemistry teacher
advised Mueller to volunteer
for the Alum Service Corps.
Intrigued by the proposition,
Mueller decided to take action and volunteer.
Mueller is currently
teaching two junior physics

classes; one on his own and
the other alongside his mentor, physics teacher Kent Kershenski.
“It’s been an extremely smooth transition (into
SLUH), mostly due to the
supporting faculty, administration, and students,” said
Mueller. “Everyone has been
super welcoming and generous with their time.”
—John Michael Fitzgerald contributed reporting.

Freshman Moms Club Bake Sale
Wednesday Sept 2 and Thursday Sept 3
During activity period and lunch
In the Commons
Outside near the St Louis statue
In the reception area
All items are 50 cents

Page leading a theology class for freshmen. He is currently in
the third stage of his formation to become a Jesuit.
BY Will Smit
REPORTER

A

Jr.

mong the many new
faculty members joining
the St. Louis U. High community, scholastic James Page
has come to teach and bring
fulfillment to students within
the school.
Formerly a resident of
New Orleans, Page moved
to St. Louis this summer to
become a part of the SLUH
Jesuit community. Page is currently in the regency stage of
the Jesuit formation process—
the third of six stages.
“I heard that SLUH has a
great Jesuit community, and I
wanted to be a part of it,” said
Page.
Along with enhancing
the school atmosphere by
brining insight and a joyous
attitude, Page is currently
teaching freshman theology
classes, where they discuss

and explore the depths of the
Catholic faith through the
Old Testament.
In his youth, Page was a
gifted junior Olympic fencer
placing in multiple competitions. He hopes to share the
beauty of fencing with the rest
of the school by planning to
start a fencing club. The club
should be developed in time
for the activity fair during an
extended activity period on
Sept. 2, where the club will
have its own booth set up for
anyone interested in participating.
Although Page is relatively new to the community,
he certainly is beginning to
grow into a significant part
of it.
“My transition to SLUH
has been wonderful, and I’ve
really enjoyed being a part of
the Jesuit community here,”
said Page.

NEWS

August 28, 2015

Griggs bolsters Tech
Department
BY Jerry Duggan
REPORTER

J

eremy Griggs joins Saint
Louis U. High’s IT Department as system administrator,
a position previously held by
Jonathan Dickmann.
For the past two years,
Dickmann has simultaneously
worked as IT director and system administrator. Griggs was
hired this summer to alleviate
some of Dickmann’s duties.
Griggs’ responsibilities
will include troubleshooting
and server configuration. One
day, he may be configuring a
server and another he is fixing an Apple TV or managing
PowerSchool.
Griggs finds his profession to be intellectually stimulating and interesting.
“In technology, everything changes and updates
so fast, you learn a lot about
a lot of different devices and
systems,” he said. “I feel I have
particular expertise in server
configuration as well as troubleshooting. I find meaning in
my job because I like technology and getting to work with
new devices. I get great satisfaction when helping people
and fixing problems.”
“He has been very easy
to work with from day one,
eager to get into projects, and

quick at accomplishing tasks,”
said Dickmann. “He came in
at the end of the summer and
stepped right in. He is an extremely quick learner and is
very good about doing his research. He familiarized himself with SLUH technology
very quickly.”
Before coming to SLUH,
Griggs worked in the IT Departments at Mallinckrodt
Pharmaceuticals in Hazelwood and Washington University Saint Louis. Coming
to SLUH marks a return to an
educational setting.
“I had some experience
with working in education,
which I prefer over a large
corporation because an educational setting provides a
more intimate environment,”
said Griggs. “It’s easier to see
how you impact day-to-day
operations in such a setting.”
Griggs has transitioned
nicely into his new job at
SLUH. He has quickly acquainted himself with SLUH’s
technology workplace and
setup with the help of the
whole IT department.
“I enjoy coming to work
at SLUH each day and am excited for what the rest of this
school year and the future
holds here,” said Griggs.
Photo | Leo Heinz

Griggs working on a server in the IT office.
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Crimmins begins to shape newly-created position

Photo | Max Prosperi

Crimmins explaining the PSAT and the college process at a junior class meeting Wednesday. Prior to coming to SLUH, he
worked at Washington University.
BY Sam Chechik
CORE STAFF

H

ired last spring, Director
of College Counseling
Kevin Crimmins is helping
shape the future of counseling
at SLUH.
Crimmins’s job description is vague, but that’s because he is the one trying to
plan how SLUH’s counseling
department will look in the
next few years.
“He’s here to not only
learn this year, but also help
shape how we should operate,” said counselor Dave
Mouldon.
An Imagining 18 subcommittee dedicated to counseling covered three topics:
learning and support services,
guidance and personal counseling, and college counseling. After college counseling
became the main topic of discussion, suggestions made by
a group of board members,
faculty, and alumni led to the
creation of a Director of College Counseling.
The committee, which
included Counseling Department chair Nina See and
counselors Mary Michalski
and Mouldon, raised another
question: what model should
SLUH’s counseling department use?
Two models currently
being considered are the four-

year plan and the split plan.
The four-year model is how
SLUH has been doing counseling for decades. The split
plan separates the counseling
department into two entities:
one for guidance, personal,
and academic consultation,
and the other for specifically
college counseling.
“Do we need more counselors, so that everybody just
deals with fewer students,
or do we need a new model,
where some people are working on helping students who
are in the building, and some
people, for lack of a better
term, are helping them going
out of the building and going to college?” said Principal
John Moran.
Although the choice of
what model SLUH will use
for the future is yet to be determined, Crimmins is doing
a lot to prepare for that moment.
“My job description is
kind of going to figure (the
model plan) out, to start planning for it,” said Crimmins.
“Get involved with the school,
work with the counselors, figure out what they’re doing,
how that works. What they
are doing well, what can we
improve? What are things that
they wish they could do but
just don’t have the resources
for?”
Crimmins identified four

main goals for his first year at
SLUH: building a relationship
with college representatives
coming to SLUH, going on
development trips to colleges
across the country to advocate
for SLUH curriculum, understanding the college process
at SLUH, and critiquing that
same process.
Crimmins, unlike the
other counselors, does not
have a caseload of students to
work with this year, but that
may change. He is also helping
seniors with their admissions
essays and listening in on senior meetings with counselors.
Crimmins attends weekly
meetings with the counseling
department, will plan for college nights throughout this
year, and compile data from
years past.
“He’s great at knowing
how to pull data together in a
meaningful way,” said Mouldon. “He’s been looking at different patterns in our graduating classes’ applications and
all of the demographics that
seem to go with it.”
As a “data-driven person,” Crimmins has also
worked with Director of Educational Technology Andrea
Nunziante to make counseling appointments go straight
to the counselors’ Google Calendars.
Crimmins also meets

Nunziante moves into classroom
BY Connor
REPORTER

T

Worley

hough it’s not his first
year as faculty, Director
of Educational Technology
Andrea Nunziante is teaching Web Programming at St.
Louis U. High this year.
Born in Naples, Italy,
and having lived in Rome,
Nunziante said, “Italy is different from America, Italy is
more family-orientated than
America.”
After receiving a Master’s
degree from the University of
Cassino in accounting, then–
22-year-old Nunziante moved
from Italy to America. “Opportunity. In America you
accomplish whatever you put
your mind to,” he said when

asked about why he moved to
America 23 years ago.
After coming to America
and meeting his wife, Nunziante joined the United States
Air Force, where he served
for four years and reached the
rank of Staff Sergeant.
“I joined the military because I wanted to give back to
America,” said Nunziante.
Nunziante became interested in web design and technology when the first Internet
Browsers and Netscape Navigator came out. From there,
his passion took off and he
created websites for fun and
taught himself JAVA, CSS,
PHP, and other programming
languages.
Nunziante first taught
web design at the Missouri

7

Military Academy. After the
MMA, Nunziante got a job at
Priory, where he taught web
design and robotics for the
last four years.
Last year, Nunziante began working with the Technology Department. This
year however, he teaches one
period of Web Programming
and still works as a part of the
technology department. “It’s
something you can use for
business and yourself. You can
produce something tangible
and applicable that looks good
in a portfolio,” said Nunziante
of programming. “The best
time as a teacher is when you
see guys building something
that you taught them. It’s a
great feeling; (Teaching) is the Nunziante preparing for his web design class.
best 45 minutes of my day.”

with the other directors
around the school, including
Director of Admissions Anja
Schmelter and Athletic Director Chris Muskopf.
Crimmins worked in
undergraduate admissions at
Wash. U. from 2008 to 2011
before being promoted to
Associate Director of Admissions at the Olin Business
School. During his four years
there, he read hundreds of
applications and conducted
hundreds of interviews.
After checking the SLUH
website for six consecutive
years searching for a position
like this (even during his previous jobs), Crimmins found
it and applied in January with
around 40 others. After multiple inteviews with counselors,
board members, and others,
he was accepted around the
end of February and started
on July 1.
“I saw (the position) as
a challenge because I think
that SLUH can do better,” said
Crimmins. “I think we can do
better with how we approach
college counseling and wanting to make sure that we are
doing as much as we possibly
can to give the students and
their families the right information at the right times and
making them more insightful
when they make these college
decisions. I wanted to make
an impact.”
Photo | Leo Heinz
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Students travel to Russia for immersion trip
BY Cade
STAFF

Dernlan

August 28, 2015
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T

welve Saint Louis U. High
senior Russian students
spent 16 days in Russia this
summer, immersing themselves in the everyday life of a
foreign country.
While many of the immersion trips that SLUH offers
don’t offer formal schooling as
part of the trip, education is a
key component of the trip to
Russia. Each day, the students
spent three hours at a Russian
academy that specializes in
language development.
“We went to school during the week for three hours
where we studied Russian
with the school’s English
teacher,” said senior David
Stolz.
After a morning of classes, the group would sightsee
around St. Petersburg.
“We went many places,
including Russian Orthodox
churches, museums, temples
and other historical sites,” said
Stolz.
Whether learning Russian, playing cards with their
host families, or sightseeing,
the group developed a special
camaraderie.
“I was amazed at how

Seniors Michael Smith (left) and Henry Mungenast (right) in a Russian class. The 12 SLUH students spent 16 days in Russia.

close I grew with my classmates on the trip. I didn’t
know some of the guys very
well before the trip, and was a
bit apprehensive about spending so much time together as
a group, but I can honestly say

to day life in America. The
culture is rich in tradition and
history and is full of superstitions and national pride. Russian cuisine is very different,
but enjoyable. The key is being
open to trying new things,”
said Duggan.
When not together as a
group, the seniors spent time
with their hosts, which allowed them a lot of time to
live like a Russian.
While in recent years
the group has attended a language-specific academy, this
has not always been the case.
“The original exchange
was started with a school that
was a math and physics academy, and with those subjects,
rather than language, being
their main point of emphasis,
it became hard for the guys to
get as excited about the trip,”
said Russian teacher Robert
Chura.
All in all, Chura considered the trip a success.
“The ideal trip for me is
one that is very uneventful.
So many things can go wrong
any time you travel internationally. So when things happen pretty much according to
plan, I’m happy with that,” he
said.

that everyone got along great,”
said senior Jerry Duggan.
One big difference that
took the students by surprise
was the social life of the students in Russia.
Teenagers didn’t really

go out, like we do. They just
go to cafes or each other’s
apartments to play cards,” said
Stolz.
However, Duggan was
surprised by the charm of
Russia, claiming it was not like

many of the stereotypes often
associated with the country.
“Russia was a lot more
westernized than I expected.
People are expected to work
hard, and day to day life in
Russia is very similar to day

I heard voices screaming for
joy and looked to see the sun
reflecting off cars” in the parking lot at the trailhead, said
senior Austin Hemken. “We
all took off sprinting, relieved
we’d reached the end and
could rest. I guess it was kind
of bittersweet. Though we got
to rest, I knew these were the
last minutes of our beautiful
scenery. I could see the sense
of accomplishment in all of
our bright and grinning faces.”
After recrossing the border from the U.S. into Canada,
the group arrived back in Wa-

terton and feasted on the pizza
it had been talking of since the
first day on the trail. Alongside pizza, the group finished
off its experience of Waterton
by treating themselves to waffles with ice cream and green
smoothies from Waffleton, a
newly-established hipster Waterton waffle joint which the
students raved about.
The trip was a success
in the minds of all those involved.
“We don’t get a lot of time
to be away from civilization,
so when you get to spend a

Photos (clockwise from top left):
A shot of Elizabeth Lake on the morning of the last day of the
trip. The group stayed at Elizabeth Lake campground.

SLUH backpack trip to
Montana, Canada
BY Connor FitzGerald
NEWS EDITOR

T

he Outdoor Adventure
Club backpacked in Glacier National Park in Montana
and Waterton National Park
in Alberta over seven days this
summer.
The group was comprised of 12 people—two faculty members, PE teacher Patrick Zarrick and math teacher
Frank Corley, one graduated
senior, six current seniors,
and three current juniors.
The group hiked the
Crypt Lake trail on July 26,
after using the 25th as an
altitude-acclamation
and
souvenir-buying day. Crypt
Lake welcomed the group to
the incredible views that it
would experience throughout
the week.
After a day hike in Crypt
Lake, the group crossed the
U.S. border the next morning
and began its three-day trek
into Glacier National Park.
Because of a wildfire that
had begun the week prior,
some of the areas the group
planned to hike were closed,
so the itinerary needed to be
changed.
Camping at three different sites, the group was able
to see many different aspects
of the park. On the first day in
Glacier, the group met 40-degree weather, sleet, and dense
fog, which made navigating
the rocky terrain an I-Spy
game.
“(When) we were backpacking above timberline, it
was wet, but the clouds had
begun to break. And we’re in

the clouds as the sun starts to
come through,” said Zarrick.
“The alpine meadows were
green and lush, and there was
snow around us. It was a fabulous sight.”
During the descent of the
mountain, the weather cleared
up, but the ground was still
muddy. The nearly 2,000-foot
descent over two miles was
full of thick, wet grass, steep
slopes, and lots of falls.
The group met good
weather and scenic views
for the rest of the week. The
next two days of hiking were
shorter, allowing members to
choose among fishing, adding
an extra day hike, and using
the extra time to rest and take
in their surroundings.
One of the optional day
hikes on the third day was a
five-mile round trip from Elizabeth Lake, where the group
was camping for the night, to
Helen Lake, an elevated lake
surrounded by glaciers.
“It was extremely surreal to see Helen Lake and
the mountains behind it,” said
senior Justin Martin. “I was
taken aback by the glacier water into the lake. At the same
time, I was pretty sad, honestly, because I knew that the
glaciers will be gone in the
near future.”
The group’s last day
proved to be the hardest. The
combination of waking up
early, the hottest weather of
the trip, and a steep grade in
two different spots on the trail
proved challenging.
“Near the end of the brutal uphill portion of our hike,

The view over Waterton Lake from the Hell’s Falls detour on
the Crypt Lake day hike.
The return from the cliffs at Crypt Lake. Some members of the
group cliff dove into the frigid lake to cool down.
A fisheye selfie of (left to right) seniors Austin Hemken, Jake
Lepak, and Connor FitzGerald at Cosley Lake, where the group
camped one night.
photos | Connor FitzGerald and Jake Lepak

week with some stellar guys said senior Sam Perry.
away from the distractions of —Gabe Lepak contributed renormal life, it’s really a treat.” porting.
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Simon’s goal against Chaminade fulfills promise to dad
photo | Brandon Voigt

Fans and players alike encircled senior captain Peter Simon after his first goal of the season against the Chaminade Red Devils last Saturday. The Jr. Bills won the match 3-1.
BY Keith Thomas
SPORTS EDITOR

I

t was a left-footed shot, curving just inside
the far post: St. Louis U. High’s first goal
of the year, against one of the best teams in
the Midwest; Peter Simon’s first goal in a high
school game after the death of his father, Paul;
and an amazing moment for SLUH soccer to
jumpstart its 2015 campaign.
Simon’s goal propelled the team to a 3-1
victory over Chaminade, and that momentum carried over to the next game against
CBC, where the team prevailed 2-1 on
Wednesday night.
The first half of the Chaminade game
didn’t have as much excitement as Simon’s
goal. Much of the play was controlled in the
midfield, with two chances from senior Trey
Haman being stopped by Chaminade’s goalkeeper.
Chaminade was quiet in the first half,
unable to break through SLUH’s defense,
led by captain Alec Solverud, with help from
senior Ian Hurford and sophomore Kurt
Schumacher. At halftime, the score was 0-0.

Ten minutes into the second half, Simon
maneuvered around a Chaminade defender,
curling his shot past the keeper for SLUH’s
first goal of the game. Simon ran over to the
student section, and jumped across the sideline to celebrate with the fans, a special moment for the SLUH community as a whole.
“It was a great moment, one of the greatest moments I’ve seen as a coach,” said head
coach Charlie Martel. “Everything came together perfectly.”
“I promised my dad that we would beat
Chaminade, so I was ecstatic when I was
able to contribute to the victory that kept my
promise,” said Simon. “It was the best feeling
in the world having all the students there to
celebrate with.”
Simon’s goal put the Jr. Bills ahead, and
the team fed off of his momentum.
Sixty-seven seconds later, senior Jack
Bersett drilled a ball into the back of the net
from just outside of the 18-yard box, putting
the Jr. Bills up 2-0.
Then it was senior Matt Jansen knocking
the ball past the Chaminade keeper from a
lofty cross from senior Jack Dempster, mak-

ing it 3-0. SLUH was in control.
Nearly a minute after Jansen’s goal, however, Chaminade knocked in a rebound off
of SLUH goalkeeper Ty Frederking after he
saved a header from a Chaminade forward.
Martel attributed the win over Chaminade to SLUH’s solid defense.
“We limited their space,” said Martel.
“They didn’t have any room to maneuver or
work in, and then when you get three goals in
ten minutes . . . you put a team under tremendous pressure.”
“We were stoked for that first game and
for Peter and our fans and that led to our
domination,” said senior captain Matt Frein,
who had two assists in the game.
After the dominant win over Chaminade, SLUH moved up to No.9 in the nation,
according to Top Drawer Soccer. Sporting
the high ranking, the Jr. Bills faced off against
CBC, who added senior AJ Palazzolo to the
roster after his deferment from academy
commitments.
Early in the first half, Simon continued
his strong forward play, finding Haman, who
knocked in the ball for an early 1-0 lead over

Football jumps on Hillsboro in opener
BY Chris
REPORTER

L

Kreienkamp

ast Friday night was the
perfect night for football.
The freshmen and senior advisers provided the cheers,
the band provided the music,
and the team provided the
49-14 win over the Hillsboro
Hawks.
Just like last year’s defeat
of the Hawks, SLUH featured
a dominant running back
on offense, this time in the
form of junior Andrew Clair,
who racked up 121 yards and
three touchdowns on 11 carries. David Jackson, the team
leader in receiving yards last
year, lived up to expectations

by notching two receptions
totaling 67 yards, both for
touchdowns.
The Jr. Bills ran just 30
plays on offense, in contrast
to Hillsboro’s 68. To put that
in perspective, two of Hillsboro’s running backs totaled
for 36 snaps among the two of
them, six more than the entire
SLUH team had all game.
“We just didn’t have the
ball that much, and when we
had it we had it on a short
field. When we did, we scored
pretty quickly,” said head
coach Gary Kornfeld. “They
were a ball-control offense so
they chewed up quite a bit of
the clock.”

the Cadets.
For the Jr. Bills, scoring first has been a
huge priority. Since assistant coach Charlie
Clark’s arrival in 2002, Martel and the Jr. Bills
have won 95 percent of the games where they
score first.
“If we score first, we put (the other team)
under tremendous pressure,” said Martel. “It
was a great run by Trey and he smacked it in,
and there was the pressure.”
In the second half, senior Will Minnick
had the ball near the 18-yard box, deked a
Cadet defender, and bent the ball into the upper-right portion of the net over CBC keeper
Johnny Huber. SLUH led 2-0 for nearly the
rest of the half, until CBC netted a goal with
three seconds remaining to result in a final
score of 2-1.
“We didn’t dominate or control the ball
very much, but we found the back of the
net regardless,” said Frein. “It wasn’t a pretty
game, but that doesn’t matter because we got
the win.”
The Jr. Bills look to carry their recent
success into the next game against Gibault
next Tuesday in Columbia, Ill.

photo | Patrick Enderle

After SLUH scored first,
on a six-yard run by Clair with
9:29 remaining in the first
quarter, Hillsboro responded
with a touchdown late in the
first quarter but failed to convert the two-point attempt.
In the second quarter,
Clair scored on a four-yard
run early on, followed by a
47-yard run later in the quarter to put the Jr. Bills up by 14.
Clair attributed his success to the hard workouts in
the offseason. “I’ve gotten bigger, faster, and stronger since
last year just to do what I can
do and give the team as much
as I can,” said Clair.

continued on page 10

A sea of blue. Seniors lead freshmen in a cheer at the 2015 Running of the Bills last week.
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Football defeats Hillsboro 49-14, faces Lutheran North tonight
photo | Dominik Skroska

(continued from page 9)

After an unusually quiet first half for quarterback
Mitch Batschelett, the junior
quarterback showed how
dangerous he could be in the
third quarter, finding David
Jackson on two plays, both
for touchdown passes over 30
yards.
“We were very pleased
how Mitch ran our offense,
as he did last year,” said Kornfeld. “I mean he’s one heck
of a quarterback and when we
went to throw he delivered it.”
Batschelett
completed
four of eight passes for two
touchdowns and 85 yards.
The one and only time
Hillsboro kicked the ball to
senior captain Daniel Isom
proved to be a poor decision.
A top ten hurdler in the state
of Missouri, Isom showed off
his speed with just 0:43 remaining in the third quarter,
returning the punt for a 60yard touchdown. Hillsboro
knew better than to kick off
the ball to Isom again, squib-

bing the ball to less dangerous
players on the rest of their
kickoffs.
Senior Rob Caldwell
scored the final Jr. Bill touchdown on a two-yard run in
the fourth quarter.
Hillsboro would score
with 0:46 remaining in the
game on a 15-yard run followed by a two-point conversion.
SLUH’s
third-leading
scorer is junior Joe Rogan, the
kicker, who scored all seven of
SLUH’s extra points and even
landed six of eight kickoffs in
the end zone. After a penalty
against Hillsboro on a Jr. Bill
touchdown moved the kickoff
up 15 yards, Rogan hit the uprights.
Seniors Chris Stahl and
Anthony Sansone characteristically led the team in tackles,
while Stahl picked up a sack
and a fumble recovery as well.
Junior Davion Nash recorded
the other sack.
The Jr. Bills hope to pick
up Kornfeld’s 200th career

Senior David Jackson outruns the Hillsboro defense for one of his two touchdowns last Friday in the 49-14 win.

win tonight at SLUH against
Lutheran North. The Crusaders run a very different, more
spread offense in comparison
to Hillsboro, a team dedicated

to the run.
Though the Jr. Bills finished their first game of the
2015 season way ahead of
their opponents, Clair thinks

XC returns from Lost Branch Lodge in
Kirksville, Mo., eager to begin 2015 season

the team has much greater season, I feel like we can be
success in the near future.
way better.”
“That’s a good starting
point for us,” said Clair. “As
we mature throughout the

Swim looks to Feder,
Bodnar for depth

photo | Twitter

Members of the cross country team gather for a selfie on their Brashear retreat.
BY Joseph
STAFF

F

Reznikov

or the second summer
in a row, the St. Louis U.
High varsity cross country
team traveled to Lost Branch
Lodge, 15 miles outside of
Kirksville, Mo., its annual
Brashear Team Leadership
Training Camp. Eleven runners participated in the camp,
including five seniors, five juniors, and one sophomore.
Coaches Joe Porter, Tom
Flanagan, and Brian Gilmore
used the camp as a way for
the runners to bond as a team
while also figuring out team
and individual goals.
“It was a great break from
all of the normal stuff that we
do,” said senior Jake Lepak.
“We got a lot closer to each
other as a team and we had
fun.”
The team previously
sent runners to college running camps, but there were
few runners actually going
and they weren’t very excited
about running when they

came back, so Porter along
with Flanagan and Gilmore
decided they would start their
own camp.
With the camp located
on the outskirts of a town
with only 300 people, there
wasn’t much for the runners
to do other than run and grow
together as a team.
“There’s a little pond with
a canoe and a ping pong table,
but that’s about it,” said Porter. “So there was lots of time
spent talking to the coaches
about their individual seasons
and what they were hoping to
accomplish.”
Because the camp is located in such a small rural
town, there wasn’t a single
road that the team ran on that
was paved. Each day started
out with a morning run on
the hilly gravel road and ended the same way.
“It’s just nice to get
them out training together,”
said Porter. “Guys are busy
and doing so many different
things over the summer so it’s

just nice to have them training as a team. They’re starting
to build that camaraderie early which is what we as coaches
like to see.”
Another unique aspect
of the trip was that the runners cooked their own meals.
Though they had menu planning and lots of supervision
from the coaches, they were
still able to create their own
meals and enjoy them as a
team.

Having graduated five
of their seven varsity 1 athletes from last year’s team, the
team is full of new varsity talent ready to show what they’re
capable of.
“As a team we lead each
other and hold each other up,”
said junior Joe Laughlin. “We
challenge each other to be
better runners.”
Lepak, one of the returning varsity athletes from last
season, recognizes that the
team is losing a lot of talent
with last year’s seniors gone,
but he’s excited for what the
younger runners have in store.
“It’s cool to see how the
younger guys have grown
over the course of the years
I’ve seen them at SLUH,” said
Lepak. “We all just need to
make sure we have the right
amount of confidence with
the right amount of humility
too.”
The
varsity
season
doesn’t start until the Forest
Park Cross Country Festival
on Sept. 12, so Porter is looking to take advantage of all of
the training days they have
until then.
“We were able to build
up our base phase at Brashear
and now we’re ready to keep
building on that,” said Porter.
photo | Twitter

From left to right: Freshmen Jack Bodnar and Joe Feder.
BY Patrick
REPORTER

E

Schuler

very year the St. Louis
U. High swim team welcomes a fresh batch of new
faces—the freshmen. This
year the freshman class is
highlighted by swimmers Joe
Feder and Jack Bodnar.
“This season we will look
to our new freshman to add
depth,” said head coach Lindsey Ehret.
Feder’s speciality is the
Individual Medley, meaning
he swims all four strokes well,
but his best stroke is backstroke, while Bodnar’s is butterfly.
Ehret believes that Feder
is likely to qualify for State in
the 100 back and Bodnar in
the 100 butterfly.
“Both bring a lot of
swimming experience to the
team despite being freshman,”
she said.
The two have been swimming in the same practice lane
for the first month of practice,
and both anticipate big things
from a team perspective.
Feder believes that the
team is a “force to be reck-

oned with.”
On a more individual
level, Feder is looking to swim
in the 100 Backstroke and
hopefully make a state cut in
the event. His IM base and
flexibility across all strokes
will be a big help for the
coaches.
Asked about his own
personal goals, Bodnar said,
”This season will be my first
real attempt at racing with the
corrections. I am shooting to
break 1:00 in the 100 butterfly as well as drop time in my
other events.”
Bodnar added that over
the summer he worked a lot
on his stroke techniques, and
is counting on that to drop
some major time.
According to Ehret, other freshman to watch include
Jacob Palmer and Dominic
Grasso.
“I think that a great goal
for the team would be to go
undefeated in dual meets, and
to get top five at State,” Feder
concluded. “With this team,
both of those are very achievable.”

—PN Sports Twitter—
The St. Louis U. High cross country team in the middle of an
eight mile run at Lost Branch.

Can’t attend the game? Follow
@SLUH_Sports on Twitter for live tweets
from varsity sporting events.
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Under Chevalier’s heroics, B soccer opens against two tough MCC foes
BY Andrew
REPORTER

Modder

T

he St. Louis U. High Bsoccer team started off
its first week of the season at
home by beating Chaminade
1-0 this past Saturday, then
fell to CBC 4-1 on Wednesday.
“The first two games we
just haven’t been able to finish

scoring opportunities,” said
sophomore Jack Fitzpatrick.
“In the first half, we were
trying to figure a lot of things
out since it was our first big
game,” said head coach Tom
Zinselmeyer of the Chaminade game. “We had to calm
down a little.”
Against Chaminade, the
team played much better in

the second half, with Buck
Chevalier scoring the gamewinning goal in the final minute.
“We were playing some
very good soccer and we were
lucky enough to get an opportunity and we took advantage
of it,” said Zinselmeyer.
Sophomores Scott Janasik and Stephen LaVigne kept

SLUH in the game with their
shut-down defense.
“I think we’re really starting to get into the groove,
even though it’s been tough
starting out with two MCC
schools,” said Chevalier.
“We have developed a
lot of chemistry with this being our second year together,”
said Fitzpatrick.

CBC controlled much of
the play and pace of Wednesday’s game, going up 4-0 in
the middle of the second half.
Despite a late goal by Chevalier, SLUH could not dig
themselves out of that hole.
“I don’t think we’re
working well together yet,”
said Chevalier. “Playing two
powerhouses, it challenges

you right off the bat and it’s
tough.”
“We just have to continue to get more confident and
then playing successful and
executing opportunities,” said
Zinselmeyer.
The team’s next game is
at Chaminade on Monday,
Sept. 7.

Crossword | Jack Casey and Cade Dernlan

—C Soccer—

—C Football—

SLUH vs. Chaminade (8/22)
SLUH
1
Chaminade
2

SLUH vs. Hillsboro (8/24)
SLUH

32

Hillboro

40

Key Stat: Freshman goalkeeper Charlie Steenberge stopped SLUH vs. Bayless (8/25)
eight shots in the loss.
SLUH

SLUH vs. CBC (8/26)
SLUH		
CBC		

1
1

Head coach Brock Kesterson
on the team’s performance
thus far: “I’m happy with the
effort. The guys have stayed
positive and worked hard in
practice. I expect good things
from these guys.”

18

Bayless		

0

Fun Fact: The C-Football
team played in the first ever
football game at Bayless High
School. Over 1,000 fans were
in attendence.
Next Game: Tuesday, Sept. 1,

Next Game: Today, Aug. 28 @ vs. Fox at 4:30 P.M.
Oakville at 4:00 P.M.
—Andrew Pluff contributed —Keith Thomas contributed
reporting.
reporting.

—JV Football—
SLUH
Hillsboro

SLUH vs. Hillsboro (8/24)
		
33
22

Key Stat: Junior tailback Jaleel Ashford had three touchdowns, and sophomore quarterback Ricky Browne threw for
two touchdowns in the win.
Junior Ryan Houghland on win: “The offense started off
really strong. We played well as a team but it was hard to pick
up (Hillsboro’s) tricky defense.”
Head coach Sterling Brown’s outlook on the rest of the
year: “It’s going to take a lot of preparation on our end to
continue to work and get better.”
Next Game: Monday, Aug. 31 @ Alton (IL) at 4:30 P.M.
—Brendan Voigt and Jack Miner contributed reporting.
photo | Brendan Voigt

Senior captain Will Minnick battles for the ball against a CBC defender. SLUH defeated CBC 2-1, improving SLUH’s record to a 2-0. SLUH is ranked ninth nationally.
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Holy Spirit Mass returns to SLUH
SLUH held its Mass of the Holy Spirit here for the
first time since 2010. The Mass has been held at College Church, the Cathedral Basilica, and Chaifetz Arena
the last several years. According to Campus Ministry,
the Mass’ location will alternate between SLUH and offsite locations year-to-year from now on. A gathering
of St. Louis’ three Jesuit schools—SLUH, De Smet, and
Loyola Academy—is to take place once every four years.
Flanagan, ’95, killed in Colorado
Tom Flanagan, son of math teacher Tom Flanagan,
and brother of clerk Jeff Flanagan, was killed last Saturday while bicycling down a mountain in Colorado.
He was struck head-on by an intoxicated driver. Flanagan ran cross country for SLUH under his dad, Coach
Flanagan. STUCO has urged students to contribute donations to a “GoFundMe” account memorializing the
late Flanagan. STUCO representatives will be collecting money today and making a donation in the name
of “SLUH Student Body” at the end of the day. Math
teacher Flanagan returned to SLUH on Monday and
told one of his classes, “I’m here. I do math. I like to joke
around and that makes me feel better.” He encouraged

his students to “hug your parents.”
New offices constructed over summer
SLUH work crews constructed an office for Michael Marchlewski, S.J., in the southwest corner of the
Old Cafeteria over the summer. He no longer teaches
theology. M113 was remodeled to make room for the
new Director of College Counseling Kevin Crimmins.
Ruiz takes over Twitter
The newest Jesuit priest to join the SLUH community, Fr. Pepe Ruiz, S.J. tweeted from SLUH’s official
Twitter account Thursday. Director of Communication Ben DuMont, who runs the account, said that he
thought it was “a fun, creative way to inject interest
in social media.” Ruiz posted selfies of himself with
his class, with Carl Heumann, S.J., and with theology
teacher James Page, S.J. He also posted snippets from his
Mass of the Holy Spirit homily, as well as a link to the
audio of it on the SLUH website. DuMont hopes to open
the account up to others in the future, including other
teachers, and even students.
—Ethan McIntyre and Leo Heinz.
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School Day
Friday,

August 28

Regular Schedule

Mix-It-Up Lunch
AP
Snack—Bosco Sticks
Lunch Special—Shrimp and Fries
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese

Monday, August 31

Regular Schedule

AP
Snack—Pizza Sticks
Lunch Special—Pasta Bar
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese

Tuesday, September 1

Regular Schedule

AP

Freshman Advisement
Snack—Chicken Rings
7:00 pm Mother’s Club Opening Meeting
Lunch Special—Taco Bar
Vegetarian—Olive Oil Pasta

Wednesday, September 2

Regular Schedule
8:00 am Mom Ambassars Meeting
AP
Activities Fair
Snack—Bosco Sticks
Lunch Special—Hand-Breaded Chicken Strips
Vegetarian—Black Bean Burger

Thursday, September 3

Regular Schedule
AP
Snack—Chicken Bites
Lunch Special—Domino’s and Papa John’s
Vegetarian—Sweet Potatoes

Friday, September 4

Regular Schedule

Food Drive (through Friday)
AP
Senior Class Mass
Snack—Mini Tacos
Lunch Special—Pulled Pork and Redi Ribs
Vegetarian—Mashed Potatoes

Athletics
Friday, August 28
4:00 pm C Soccer @ Oakville
5:15 pm JV Soccer @ Oakville
7:00 pm V Football vs. Lutheran North @ SLUH

Monday, August 31
4:30 pm JV Football @ Alton
4:30 pm C Football vs. Fox @ SLUH

Tuesday, September 1
4:00 pm C Soccer vs. Vianney @ SLUH
5:00 pm JV Soccer @ Gibault
6:45 pm V Soccer @ Gibault

Wednesday, September 2
4:00 pm Cross Country @ O’Fallon Futures
4:00 pm Swimming vs. CBC @Forest Park Community
College
4:15 pm C Soccer @ Priory

Friday, September 4

6:00 pm V Soccer @ Jefferson City
7:00 pm V Football @ Vianney
calendars | Sam Chechik

Left: Pepe Ruiz, S.J., celebrated the Mass of the Holy Spirit
yesterday. Eucharisitc Ministers were blessed after the homily.
Below: Freshmen cheered on football to a win after the Running
of the Bills last Friday. Photos by Max Prosperi, Brendan Voigt

