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Cross country takes State, first championship for Porter
BY Brian
REPORTER

photo | Mrs. Kathy Chott

Suhre

T

he St. Louis U. High cross
country team gave a master
class in team running on its way
to a Class 4 State championship.
With only two individual AllState runners, every place counted
for SLUH as the Jr. Bills beat Blue
Springs by a mere three points, 98
to 101, though Blue Springs had a
faster overall time.
The team trailed Blue Springs
by 24 points after the first mile,
but made up a lot of ground over
the secon. After the second mile
split, SLUH was up by five points
and then hung on for the victory
over the tough last half of the race.
Head coach Joe Porter was
extremely pleased with the team’s
performance and his first state title since taking over as head coach
in 2010 from Assistant Principal
for Mission Jim Linhares.
continued on page 11

BY Jacob
REPORTER

Senior Joe Essig, left, listens to senior Joe Merrill. The cast is all-male
and entirely SLUH students.
BY Will
STAFF

T

Smith

he St. Louis U. High Dauphin
Players are back for their second production of the year, the
courtroom drama Twelve Angry
Men, which has connections to
junior-year theology. Juniors will
be required to see the play as a
part of the year’s curriculum.
Juniors saw a special viewing
of the play during special performances yesterday and today during second period and Activity

Hilmes

S

The top seven pose for a picture. From left to right: Matt Nicholson, Shayn Jackson, Joe Archer, Tom Laughlin, Jack
Sullivan, Matt Hennessey, and Tom Rubio.

Dauphin Players present
Twelve Angry Men
photo | Mrs. Kathy Chott

SLUH opens
doors to
prospective
students

Period
“Junior theology classes see
the film version of the play”—the
1957 film starring Henry Fonda—
“in the Faith course for its connection to the theme of ‘seeking
the truth through a commitment
to clear, logical thinking,’” said
theology teacher Jim Linhares.
“The thought was that seeing
the play live would enrich the experience of that curriculum piece
and give a large group of students
a chance to see a theater production, something many of them
rarely get to do,” said Linhares.
The play takes place during
the time when the jury is deliberating over the trial verdict and
trying to convince the one undecided juror to vote for guilty. The
holdout juror, played by senior
Joe Essig, tries throughout the
play to convince the other jurors
of the defendant’s innocence. He
uses simulations and overlooked
facts from the case.
The play’s 13-member cast
consists exclusively of SLUH students. Students from every grade
are in the play, which means that
there are a lot of veterans but also
many first time performers.
“We have a lot of first timers
which is good because it’s interesting to see these guys go out and
perform for the first time in such
an intense play and to see veterans step up,” said fine arts teacher
continued on page 4
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Ups and downs after heart
attack for Cummings, S.J.
BY Joe Kreienkamp
CORE STAFF

F

or the past two weeks, Tom
Cummings, S.J., has been
confined in the intensive care unit
at Mercy Hospital after suffering a
heart attack on Oct. 29.
During this past summer,
Cummings had a pacemaker inserted in an effort to help his heart
beat at a more constant rhythm.
However, during Sunday’s event,
his underlying heart disease
caused the attack.
Cummings was spending the
weekend at his brother’s house.
After Cummings finished celebrating Mass, he sat down to
watch television with his nephew.
“His nephew said they were
talking and his nephew turned to
look at the TV for a minute and he
turned back and there was kind of
a glazed look on Tom’s face,” said
Carl Heumann, S.J.
During those moments,
Cummings suffered a heart attack. Cummings’ nephew immediately called emergency services
to take Cummings to the hospital.
“They performed a procedure at Mercy (Hospital) where
they cool down the body to about
90, 91 degrees,” said Heumann,
who has been consulting doctors
in the ICU about his fellow Jesuit’s
health.
The objective of the procedure is to maintain adequate
oxygen to the brain. Cummings
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Demerit Report

The Prep News breaks down your chances
of getting a demerit Page 12

Opinion

Fight for your right, senior privilege
Senior class president Ryan Trenter calls
for ideas for a new senior privilege and
asks how seniors might earn it. Page 3

remained in a medically-induced
coma for 48 hours, until the medical staff started warming up his
body.
When a heart attack occurs,
the flow of oxygen is temporally
disabled. During this period, the
lack of oxygen can cause traumatic injuries to the brain. Doctors monitored the brain during
the climb back up to normal body
temperature to see if the brain
was affected during the attack.
“He came out of the coma
and his brain seemed fine so that
was all very positive,” said Heumann.
Over the next couple of days,
Cummings was monitored as
doctors worked to reach a prognosis.
During his hospitalization,
Cummings has had numerous
ups and downs. Last Thursday, the
ventilator was removed and Cummings breathed alone without any
problems. On Friday morning,
however, the ventilator had to be
put back in. Cummings also had
fluid in his lungs, but by Sunday,
the problem was resolved.
“Right now we are on a positive note, but all last week we’ve
gone positive, negative, positive, negative,” said Heumann on
Monday.
On Tuesday, Nov. 13, Cummings was placed under sedation
while doctors continued work to
continued on page 4
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Sandy hits Jesuit Northeast
New York area Jesuit schools feel the effects of the recent Northeast hurricane.
Page 5
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Teachers attend iPad conference
Three teachers headed to the iPad Summit
Conference in Boston to discuss the idea
of new technology at SLUH. Page 4

t. Louis U. High put on its Sunday best Nov. 4 as hundreds
of prospective students streamed
in past a welcoming St. Ignatius
for Open House. Open House
showcased many of SLUH’s new
facilities and gave 405 students a
chance to catch a glimpse of the
SLUH experience.
“I think it tries to give them
a better idea of what this school
is like, and that is the driving
principle of all these admissions
events. Certainly Pack the House,
SLUH Night, Open House, they’re
all different, but the goal is the
same,” said Assistant Director of
Admissions Ben Farley. “And that
is to try to give them, in whatever
time, whatever situation they’re
in, an idea of what this place is
about, what our values are, and if
kids can see themselves here.”
“We have several different
ways of presenting the school,”
said principal John Moran. “At
High School Nights, just to give
a little context, when we go out
to the different archdiocesan
schools, you get 20 minutes to
talk about the feel, and during
those, it’s a couple of students and
myself, or another administrator
and Mrs. Schmelter, talking about
what is like to be a SLUH student.
The tough part there, of course, is
you don’t get to see the place.”
Although attendance was
down from the 425 prospective students of last year’s Open
House, this is mainly the result of
a high concentration of admission
events this fall. When taking into
account the roughly 200 students
found at SLUH Night on Oct. 25,
this brings the student count to
about 605, toppling 2010’s 522
Open House attendees.
This year also gave SLUH a
chance to show off the Si Commons to the public for the first
time. The Commons housed the
dozens of student-manned club
tables.
“Open House is an opportunity to really show off all of the
facilities as well. When you’re
choosing a high school, you want
to know ‘I’m going to be happy inside those buildings, and I want to
see those buildings’,” said Moran.
“Going back four or five years, we
would be pointing to where the
continued on page 8
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Claggett talks teaching, transition
New head basketball coach Erwin Claggett
sits down for a conversation with Prep
News sports editor Brian Dugan. Page 9
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ACSA discusses social media
ACSA met to talk about the advantages
and downfalls of technology in the SLUH
community. Page 2
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SLUHtique to sell bowties, Kavanaugh, ’59 passes away; writings
influenced SLUH theology
pretzels, and socks
Joel Ocampo
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Province

BY Paul Fister
REPORTER
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T

T

his year the St. Louis U. High
Mothers’ Club’s weekend emporium SLUHtique will feature
new billiken-themed attire and
other SLUH items. Scheduled for
December 2 from 11:30 to 3:30,
the event is expected to have 60
vendors and between 5- and 600
hundred visitors.
Mothers’ Club members Karen Gibbons and Shelia Tarter are
co-chairs of SLUHtique.
Many parents will flock to
buy the new SLUH socks, says
Gibbons.
“They are in the (Nike)
‘Elite Sock’ style,” said Gibbons.
“They’re going to be super popular. We’re putting a billiken, along
with the word ‘SLUH’ underneath
them.”
The socks will be offered in
blue with white words, or vice
versa.
Along with the socks, the
SLUHtique will include a new
SLUH bow tie in the same style as
the neckties sold in the past with
white billikens on a navy or royal
blue background.
“We haven’t sold (the bow
ties) before,” Gibbons said. “The
company that we went to was excited because they hadn’t thought
about selling them like this to
high schools before. They’re pursuing other high schools now.”

Socks for sale at the SLUHtique.

The event will also include a
booth supporting Loyola Academy.
“Some of the boys will be
making some personal ornaments,” said Gibbons. “Those will
be available as well as some artwork from some of the teachers.”
In the past, the Mothers’
Club at SLUHtique would serve
soft pretzels from Gus’ Pretzels,
but this year they decided to serve
pretzels from Pretzel Boys, a company founded by Tim Garvey, ’06.
“Pretzels from Pretzel Boys
are so-o-o-o good,” said junior
Jake Bava, salivating as he spoke.
Before the event the Mothers’
Club is organizing a Mass in the
chapel.
“The Mass will honor all the
moms that used to be president of
the Mothers’ Club,” said Gibbons.

Education scholar Heidi
Hayes Jacobs visits SLUH

BY Mitch Mackowiak
WEB EDITOR

W

hile students enjoyed an
unusual mid-week respite from school on Wednesday,
teachers spent the day surfing the
web with education leader Heidi
Hayes Jacobs.
Jacobs has made her reputation inventing and presenting
methods to redefine and reform
school curriculum for K-12.
Jacobs’ cornerstone work
concerns curriculum mapping,
which is essentially a self-improving system. Schools input variables such as what they teach students, how they teach it, and what
skills students are learning into an
electronic database. Teachers can
then analyze that data throughout
the year and determine what they
can change to better organize and
synthesize the curriculum.
“It’s something that we’re doing a little bit behind the scenes
as faculty right now,” said principal John Moran. “We’re going
through and looking though all
the things we teach and how we
teach them and where we teach
them and when we teach them so
that we might better coordinate
all those things.”
But Jacobs’ talk Wednesday
focused on ideas from her most
recent book, Curriculum 21: Essential Education for a Changing World. She argues that many
school’s curricula are outdated
and need upgrading, especially
with regards to the internet;
her go-to question about this is,
‘What year are you preparing
your students for?’
“The 21st century isn’t something of the future,” said Moran.

BY
REPORTER

“We’re in the 21st century, so
when we talk about 21st century
thinking we really need to be
talking about right now. This isn’t
something we’ll get to someday.
She brings a really good sense of
urgency to a lot of her presentations.”
Moran initially set up the
presentation exclusively for the
SLUH faculty, but also extended an invitation to teachers in
schools part of the Independent
Schools of St. Louis (ISSL), an
organization SLUH is also part
of. So the presentation split into
two sessions: one running from
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. for SLUH faculty
and about 100 other teachers, and
another, more condensed session
from 4 to 5:30 p.m. for the remaining teachers from the ISSL.
Jacobs’ presentation for the
faculty had two sessions. In the
morning, from nine to noon, Jacobs guided the faculty (with their
own laptops) through a spectrum
of online resources that she thinks
have potential value in the classroom. Then, after a one-hour
lunch break, Jacobs finished the
day talking about possible alternative assessments for students.
For example, instead of assigning
a student to write a paper about a
historical figure they might create a fake Facebook page for that
person.
“I feel like I do a lot of (alternative assessment) already,” said
Latin teacher Jennifer Ice, “but I
liked (the presentation) because
it made me feel better about doing that stuff because sometimes
other people are critical of doing
continued on page 2

he Jesuit community and
members of the St. Louis U.
High community mourned the
death of John F. Kavanaugh, S.J.
’59 who passed away on Nov 5th
at Saint Louis University Hospital
after battling a blood disease.
Kavanaugh, who graduated
from Saint Louis U. High, went
on to be professor of Philosophy
at Saint Louis University where he
taught for 37 years until his death
at the age of 71.			
Although Kavanaugh never
came back to teach at Saint Louis
U. High, his influence here is still
strong. Anyone in a junior or senior theology class can testify to
the number of documents and
articles written by Kavanaugh
that can be found in the SLUH
theology books, especially in the
junior Morality and senior Christian Life Choices classes.
Kavanaugh was also the uncle of new English teacher John
Kavanaugh.

While Kavanaugh’s work and
writings are studied and read by
many of the students, his influence also extends to the teachers.
“His philosophy of personalism, where our whole view of
how we make moral decisions is
shaped by ‘how can this uphold
and support the dignity of the
human life?’ is what I remember
from his writings and from his
class,” said theology teacher Robert Garavaglia, who took a class
taught by Kavanaugh when he
was a student at Saint Louis University.
Garavaglia was also struck by
the homilies he heard Kavanaugh
give.
“The last few years, whenever
he would preach at Saint Margaret
once a month, I was always struck
by him always asking deep and
meaningful questions, but then he
was also a person of great hope.
He was always willing to deal with
all the doubts and insecurities
that we had,” said Garavaglia.
Theology teacher Diego Na-

John Kavanaugh, ’59

varro, who also took a Philosophy
of Human Nature class taught by
Kavanaugh, was also strongly impacted by Kavanaugh’s teachings
and remembers Kavanaugh’s deep
questioning.
“He brought a lot of real important questions that we could
all relate with,” Navarro said. “The
questions he raised made me battle with what I want in the long
term.”

ACSA tackles social media issues
BY Sam
STAFF

A

Fentress

ttended by a group of 24 students, parents, and teachers,
the Advisory Committee for Student Affairs (ACSA) held its first
of three meetings on Monday.
The committee, whose purpose
is to discuss issues and advise Assistant Principal for Student Life
Brock Kesterson, focused on the
topic of technology: social networking, tech addiction, and the
future of technology at SLUH.
“From my office, a lot of
problems come from negative issues (with social networking), so
that’s how I deal with it,” said Kesterson to lead off the discussion.
“I need to get the word out that it
can be a good thing—appropriate
usage is going to be the theme of
the night here.”
One benefit of Facebook noted was homework discussion.
“I think Facebook mainly has
been very helpful with courses at
SLUH, especially if they’re really
demanding,” said senior STUCO
president Chris Gys. “(People)
will make some sort of group for
that class, and if there’s a hard
question you can just post it in
and people can guide you in the
right direction,” said Gys.
Another advantage was better communication between
school and students via social networking sites, most notably Twitter and Facebook.
“Another example would be
Mr. (Dick) Wehner’s tweets,” said
senior Matt Raeber. “If you missed
an announcement or something, I
think that’s a great way to know
about games or student life.”
Twitter, which has seemed to
grow in popularity over the past
year, was discussed throughout
the meeting. Sports and other
clubs at school are looking to contact and relate to students through
social networking.
“I think there is an important
distinction between Twitter and
Facebook in terms of communication, because for important issues, tweets are very fleeting,” said

Gys. “Most people follow a lot of
people on Twitter, so each tweet
goes down on the timeline pretty
quickly, meaning there’s a good
chance you won’t see that tweet.”
Some people expressed concern about profanity on Twitter.
“A huge problem is the type
of language SLUH guys are using,”
said junior Adam Cooley. “I know
that problems (Kesterson) comes
to most are problems where parents are asking, ‘Is this what a
SLUH guy stands for?’”
Kesterson agreed with Corley’s statement and explained that
while he doesn’t have time to constantly check social networks, he
finds problems anywhere from
“simple language to bullying and
harassment and everything in between,” which he says are often
sparked by school rivalries.
“That stuff is real and it’s
there, and the reality is that colleges and future employers will
look at those type of things to see
what type of character they’re getting,” said Kesterson.
Another issue raised was
anonymous local Twitter accounts, a growing problem within high school communities.
“I think with Twitter there are
a lot of negative things happening,” said senior Sam Bahlinger.
“People can hide behind these accounts. I don’t know who it was,
but (one) was called ‘senior gossip,’ and it just tweeted stuff about
random people,” said Bahlinger
who noted that he suspected the
accounts were not made by SLUH
students, but rather by students
from other Catholic metropolitan
high schools.
“(Anonymous
accounts
have) been the bulk of what I’ve
had to deal with; a lot of people
don’t even know, and I’m not
sure if they’re SLUH guys or not,”
said Kesterson. He explained that
he had gotten a call from CBC’s
principal, who said the police had
contacted him after they had gotten a call about anonymous Twitter accounts.
Bahlinger raised one pos-

sible solution for the problem of
anonymous accounts made by
students. The school could hold
some kind of seminar and display
extreme situations that could potentially be end products of the
accounts, such as harassment and
even suicide.
The group continued the
technology discussion by entering
the realm of technology addiction, specifically to texting, social
networking, and other popular internet sites. Kesterson started the
discussion by explaining some recurring concerns with the phone
policy that was changed at the
start of last year and mentioning a
relatively new condition called Internet Use Disorder, a mental illness that causes withdrawal when
one is offline.
“Some of the same pathways
in the brain that cocaine and heroin—those pleasure centers of the
brain—are used by internet addiction,” said Kesterson.
Senior Kevin Brennan explained that when he had gotten a phone his freshman year at
SLUH, he had not at all expected
to get addicted to texting.
“A year later, I realized that
if I don’t have my phone, I feel
empty,” said Brennan. “I don’t see
why I get so mad when my mom
takes my phone. I mean, it’s just a
phone.”
Raeber and others explained
that one negative consequence
of technology is students ignoring others while attached to their
phones, especially at lunch and
while hanging out around school.
The final topic discussed was
the future of technology at SLUH,
especially whether any changes
needed to be made in the coming years in regards to computers
and communication. Kesterson
began by asking students what
they thought of the current phone
policy and what they have seen
come from students with laptops
at other schools.
Most of the students responded with negative feelings
continued on page 2
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Filmmaker shares experience of race in
high school with film, Q & A
BY Jacob
REPORTER
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Letter
What would a new senior
privilege look like?

photo | Mr. Matt Sciuto

W

hat film are you going to
see?” said André Robert
Lee. He is addressing the 30 or so
students who showed up yesterday to see his documentary The
Prep School Negro.
Lee’s appearance was the result of a high-praise New York
Times article and the watchful
eye of ACES moderator Frank
Kovarik. ACES organized yesterday’s event, which included a
showing of Lee’s documentary as
well as an engaging Q & A afterwards.
“I want you to think of one
word that comes to mind.” Lee is
assigning ‘homework’ to the student and faculty viewers as they
watch the film. The viewers are
asked to make their heart and
mind meet during the documentary, to assess Lee’s experience not
only intellectually but emotionally as well. As the lights dim, Lee
asks the audience to think of the
title, the rough typewriter letters
appearing on the projector canvas. The title ends with a crudely
scribbled “Negro” in thick white
curves, and the typewriter font
fades, leaving the blatant “Negro”
alone and facing its audience.
The film begins with Lee’s
admittance to Germantown
Friends School, a prestigious private high school in Philadelphia.
Lee gained entry on what seemed
like a “golden ticket,” gained
from years of reading and proving himself intellectually in his
neighborhood. Having grown up
in a Southern-based family, Lee
highlights the rough transition
his family faced.
After entering Lee’s high
school years, the film deals with
race in a unique way. Multiple
students are interviewed and
share stories of anxiety and social
rejection, revealing the internal
conflicts added to the peril of
high school. Many describe the
struggle as constantly feeling out
of place, as though they were ‘too
white’ for neighborhood friends
and too much of a minority in
school life. Lee himself confesses
to holding his prep school friends
over his own family.
“I thought: These people are
wealthy, happy, and comfortable,”
said Lee. “They’re right, and we’re
wrong.”
Footage of Lee’s family is
sprinkled throughout the documentary, introducing the trio as a
brother and sister caring for their
bed-ridden mother, Gwendolyn
Valencia Lee. Andre’s choices at

Prep News

To the editors:

“

Over the past few weeks, senior
class moderator Mrs. Danielle
Harrison and I have been working towards some new senior class
privileges. Our first idea was a Senior Late-In Policy, which would
allow seniors with a first period
free to check into school at the
main office by 8:50 a.m. instead of
having to be here for homeroom
(prayer service would still be
mandatory on Thursdays).
We have gotten positive feedback on this idea and the class can
make it happen, but we wanted to
branch out to the senior class to
make sure we gave them something they all can take part in.
If anyone has any ideas for
new senior class privileges that
would affect the entire class instead of just seniors with first
period free, please bring your
idea forward and let me, Mrs.
Harrison, or STUCO know. We
want a privilege that the entire class can enjoy throughout
the year, and something all of

the seniors can enjoy together.
Mrs. Harrison and I met with
principal John Moran last week
about starting new senior privileges, and in order to have new
privileges, we must make a deal as
a class with the school. Dr. Moran
said that we must give the school
something in return for allowing
us to take part in new privileges,
like winning a charity drive, raising charity money as a class, doing service, etc. Mrs. Harrison
and I will try to work something
out that the entire class can do to
earn a new privilege, but if anyone
has any ideas, please let us know.
I also would like to call on
anyone who reads this message,
that if you have any ideas for
a senior privilege, please let us
know because we want to enjoy
our senior year as much as possible and make it better for future
classes. Thank you for your ideas.
Ryan Trenter
Senior Class President

Director André Robert Lee answers questions about his film, The Prep
School Negro.

GFS distanced himself from his
early family life as he took steps
toward his love of learning.
Lee proudly discussed the
uplifting effects of GFS’s experienced teachers. Peter Rankin,
a ninth grade English teacher,
forced Lee to buy his own twentydollar dictionary after failing multiple quizzes. And in the eleventh
grade, English teacher Elizabeth
Alexander offered support by sitting down with Lee and bluntly
saying, “André, you’re a great a
guy, but you can’t write.”
The documentary then transitions to a time closer to Lee’s
current life. It is then he deals
with the damages done by the tear
and struggle of his high school ascension. For the first time in ten
years, Lee visits his father, Robert
Lee, who abandoned the family
when Lee was nine. In a tense and
gripping scene, the two recount
and discuss events in their own
lives, including Robert’s demanding ten-hour job of collecting
dead animals to provide for his
family, and the eventual downfall
of Lee’s parents’ marriage caused
by a violent and heated argument.

France-Spain 2013
How about spending 17 days in France
and Spain next June? If you are interested in finding out more information
about this trip, see Mrs. Crespin in the
Foreign Language office. Don’t wait too
long to secure your spot, deadlines for
registration are quickly approaching.

The film comes to a close
with the unfortunate death of
Lee’s mother, resulting in an emotional but peaceful reflection of
Lee’s life.
As the lights came on, claps
resounded, and the crowd was silent.
“You guys are quiet as Quakers,” joked Lee.
Curious viewers quickly became involved with Lee’s conversational Q & A held after the
documentary. Lee shared his experience at the Ford Foundation
and his role as a philanthropist at
the organization. After a role in
film-making research, Lee made
his way from production to production, becoming involved with
influential producers such as
Spike Lee or Rachel Grady and
Heidi Ewing, two women involved with films such as “Jesus
Camp” and the more recent “Detropia.”
Yesterday’s showing marked
Lee’s 212th appearance at private
schools, and Lee’s documentary
was featured in the St. Louis International Film Festival yesterday at 7:15 p.m.

Father-Son
Bowling
Get ready to knock some pins! The Father’s Club is sponsoring the 7th annual
Father/Son bowling and lunch on Saturday, December 1st at Olivette Lanes. The
event will last from noon to 3 pm and the
cost is $25.00 per person. Please RSVP
via the SLUH website (http://www.sluh.
org/parents/fathersclub/) or by mail to
SLUH, Attn: Connie Leinauer. Other
questions? E-mail cleinauer@sluh.org

ACSA tackles social media
issues

continued from page 2

toward laptops, as they presented obstacles toward studying
and could provide nothing crucial
to being a better student.
Junior Joe Shaughnessy explained that he knows students
from other schools who spend
large amounts of time procrastinating on sites like YouTube,
Twitter, and Facebook, and that
he wouldn’t want that problem to
arise.
History teacher Kris Holmes
said that he knows teachers at De
Smet, a school that uses tablets,
that have a program called Dyno.
It allows them to monitor all of
their students’ screens from one
screen during class.
“You can also manipulate
your students’ screens,” said
Holmes. “There was one time
some kid was playing Mario Kart,
and (the teacher) started moving the cart for him. So there are
things like that if the school were
to change, but I agree with (students against the policy). Kids are
going to break the laptops, and
they’re going to lose them, so it
would be a hassle.”
Several students agreed that

the temptation to play games or
visit other sites would be an issue
they’d prefer not to face.
The committee also talked
about the possibility of using
electronic textbooks with tablets,
something schools have begun
to use, but might not be right for
SLUH.
“If we had tablets, I’m telling
you right now, there will be some
kids who are like, ‘I don’t know
where it is’ or ‘I dropped it’,” said
Holmes. “The thing about books
is that you can always borrow a
friend’s book; if you lose your tablet, you’re out of luck.”
Amidst criticism, history
teacher and Assistant Admissions
Director Ben Farley said that if
the tablets would be something
ultimately more cost-friendly for
parents, it would be something
the school would have to look
into.
One advantage of computers
brought up by Cooley was that
using Kindles or tablets would
be more sustainable, preventing
teachers from printing out papers
for every student when it could be
done by e-mail or document sharing.
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Gadfly attends film studies Trio of teachers treks to
iPad summit
conference at Drury U.
Prep News

BY Jack Sinay
REPORTER

G

adfly members travelled to
a film studies conference
hosted by Drury University in
Springfield, Mo. over the weekend
of Nov. 2.
Seniors Will Morris and
Robby Martineau and juniors Alvaro Gudiswitz, Sam Beckmann,
and Wisdom Ackpan attended
the conference, accompanied by
moderator David Callon, and
parent Lynn Morris, who helped
chaperone.
The conference included a
film contest on Friday afternoon
that ended at midnight. For the
film contest, each group had five
hours to produce a fictional video.
Gadfly members learned how to
appreciate time management during that chaotic time.
“It was definitely challenging,
as all film performed on a very
scheduled time period is,” said
Beckmann. “But it helped create
an extreme sense of teamwork.”
Saturday was filled with
workshops about outdoor lighting, broadcasting, and film editing. The group used this time to
develop as filmmakers.
“Above all, just seeing what

the people were doing and how
they handled the gear really
helped,” said Gudiswitz.
The final send-off was a banquet that included a second video
competition. The competition
lasted about four hours and each
group at the conference had to
interiew someone from Springfield. Their job was to create and
edit the interview to depict the
person’s life. The group was really
struck by this challenge.
“We didn’t win anything,”
said Callon. “But instead had the
thrill of seeing what we could do
with these kinds of things.”
The conference drew schools
from as far away as Arkansas and
included schools with large film
and media programs.
From the St. Louis area,
a group from Mehlville High
School also attended.
Callon is excited to go back
to the conference next year. He
hopes this will become an annual
field trip, along with other exciting opportunities available within
the club. Gadfly members are excited to use the skills learned from
the conference in many of their
upcoming videos.

photo | courtesy of Mrs. Lynn Morris

BY Jack
STAFF

Kiehl

T

hree teachers attended the
iPad Summit Conference in
Boston last week to learn about
using technology (including
iPads) in the classroom, inspiring
creativity in an educational environment, and bringing about collaboration in the classroom.
The conference took place
last Wednesday and Thursday,
and attendees could go to various seminars dealing with a wide
range of topics relating to technology in education.
“(The seminars) ranged from
them showing how people are using iPads with their students …
to general philosophy of teaching and how to develop students
in the 21st century,” said math
teacher Don Steingruby.
Assistant Athletic Director
Tim Rittenhouse, science teacher
Kent Kershenski, and Steingruby
split up to try to attend as many
seminars as possible. Kershenski attended seminars on using
the iPad in a science classroom
and one on becoming a paperless
classroom.
Rittenhouse attended a seminar on using and creating mobile games, led by a man whose
department created Scratch, a
program used during Computer
Fundamentals to introduce students to computer programming.
Rittenhouse also attended
a seminar on using the iPad in
the classroom, where he learned
about a K-12 Boston school that
has integrated iPads, and a seminar on creating learning space, an
idea Rittenhouse thought could
be useful to SLUH.
“(It was) about how to make

a classroom more mobile instead of a rigid setup by putting
marker boards, tables, and chairs
all on wheels and how they can
transform the room into countless numbers of space,” said Rittenhouse. “We could use that for
some underutilized space kind of
like in 220c.”
The focus of the conference
was not just on iPads, but on using many different types of technology to foster creativity and
collaboration in the classroom. In
fact, no representatives of Apple
were present during the conference.
“Although the title was the
iPad Summit, it created the iPad
as a tool for teaching,” said Rittenhouse. “It wasn’t simply ‘Hey, look
at this app,’ it was more looking at
the ideas that they are trying to
teach and how the iPad can help
you achieve those goals.”
The conference didn’t focus
just on apps, but the three did
learn about some that could be
useful in the classroom, including
one called “Explain Everything,”
which Steingruby has used. The
app allows teachers to record an
interactive lesson. Steingruby
hopes to post such a lesson on
Moodle.
“I recorded a movie of me
working out my chapter test and
hope to put it online,” said Steingruby.
The three came back from
the trip with new knowledge on
technology and an advantage for
the future.
“We’re in a changing world
and we try to be ahead of it and
get the training we need now instead of later,” said Steingruby.

Dauphin Players produce
Twelve Angry Men
Gadfly moderator Dave Callon and the Drury conference crew pose in the
back of a van.
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Senior Brendan McDermott talks to junior Michael Schimmele in the tense
courtroom drama.

(continued from page 1)
Paul Pagano.
“It was invigorating to work
with some fresh faces to theater
because everybody, regardless of
experience, brings a very unique
aspect to the show,” said Essig.
“There were some leadership
roles that I filled in rehearsal but it
truly is an ensemble piece, and everyone worked quite cohesively.”
Pagano believes the play,
which shows the deliberation of a
jury during a murder trial, serves
as a mirror reflecting racism in society. When the play first debuted
in the 1950s, racism was rampant
and the play reflected that inherent bias in society. Pagano chose
to set the play in 2012, more than
60 years after its debut, to again
reflect racism in society today.
Pagano hopes the play provokes discussions about racism
in society today, about how far
society has come since the 1950s
or, on closer look, whether it has
come that far after all.
The themes that arise in the
show—justice, racism, truthseeking—are still important to today’s world, so the modern setting

works well in that respect. Some
of the dialogue still sounds a bit
dated, but it does nothing to take
away from the performance.
“I think the play is a very
interesting play with different
perspectives from the different
jurors. I think it is a good play to
see and then go home and think
about what you saw,” said senior
Brendan McDermott.
Pagano told all the actors to
refrain from watching the film, or
if they had already seen the film to
forget everything they had seen.
He wanted the actors to make
their own opinions and personalities about the jurors.
“I talked to senior Joe Essig
before we started rehearsal to tell
him that he should take the same
approach to defining his character that he did in Little Shop of
Horrors. I wanted him to find the
character for himself,” said Pagano.
Students may remember that
something similar was done last
year when all students were required to watch the play Of Mice
and Men. This year, the theology
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Sandy
cancels
Academic
Integrity
Conference
BY Danny Schneller and Stephen Lumetta
REPORTER, CORE STAFF

H

urricane Sandy’s effects
trickled all the way to St.
Louis U. High when the super
storm caused the cancelation of a
conference on academic integrity
that Library Director Courtney
Schraut and social studies teacher
Bob O’Connell had been planning
to attend.
Scheduled for the weekend of
Friday, Nov. 2 to Sunday, Nov. 4,
the conference was supposed to
be hosted by the Center for Academic Integrity, which SLUH has
worked with closely the past two
years. The conference was meant
to be an international conference,
drawing foreign colleges and high
schools, and was to be held in
Princeton, N.J.
The conference was canceled because the hotel where
O’Connell and Schraut had reservations had no power. There were
also concerns about transportation, since many of the region’s
transportation systems were shut
down or operating at a much
smaller capacity than normal due
to gas shortages.
“It’s a little bit of a disappointment because (we) were looking
forward to it,” said Schraut of the
cancelation of the conference.
“(We) had it planned. They had
some really good sessions, good
speakers it sounded like.”
The conference was not canceled until Wednesday, Oct. 31,
and O’Connell and Schraut were
scheduled to fly from St. Louis to
Philadelphia on Thursday, Nov. 1
so they did not have much notice.
On the morning of Nov. 1,
the driver of the shuttle O’Connell
and Schraut scheduled to take
them from the Philadelphia airport to Princeton called Schraut,
wondering where they were.
“I felt horrible. He was very
understanding,” said Schraut,
mentioning that she felt bad because of the gas shortages. “We
couldn’t get a hold of them: we
tried to email them, call them. I
think their power was out.”
The conference will not be
rescheduled. However, the Center for Academic Integrity will
hold its annual conference in San
Antonio, Texas in February and
will incorporate elements from
the canceled conference. Schraut
said that she’s hoping to go, if her
schedule permits.
and fine arts departments worked
together so that students would
benefit from seeing this play.
The play will be performed
tonight and Saturday night at 7:30
with a Sunday matinee show at
1:30. Tickets for the show may be
purchased in advance for $5 and
at the door for $7.
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St. Peter’s Prep, NYC Jesuit schools begin recovery from Sandy
BY Stephen
CORE STAFF

Lumetta

W

hile students at St. Louis U.
High generally don’t have
to spend time wondering where
they’ll go for shelter in the next
few weeks, their counterparts at
Jesuit high schools in New York,
Connecticut, and New Jersey are
now wondering that, thanks to
Hurricane Sandy.
There are six Jesuit high
schools in the New York area that
were affected by the hurricane:
Fairfield Prep (CT), Fordham
Prep, Regis, Loyola, Xavier, and
St. Peter’s Prep (NJ). They were
affected in various ways, from losing a few days of class time and
losing power to facing millions of
dollars worth of damage to buildings.
Out of all the schools, Fordham Prep was the least affected
and only lost power for a few
days. It reopened the Wednesday
after Hurricane Sandy.
Regis and Loyola, both located in New York, were fortunate enough to escape damage to
their campuses, but their student
bodies did not fare as well. A few
families from each school were
displaced by the storm.
“For students and faculty and
staff (at Regis and Loyola), transportation was a severe problem.
People at Regis were very pleased
that all but 14 students (of about

525) were able to get to school a
week after Sandy,” said Jesuit Secondary Education Association
(JSEA) president Jim Stoeger S.J.
in an email.
Fairfield Prep had a harder
time recovering from Sandy than
Regis or Loyola. Fairfield’s electricity took more than a week to
come back on, and transportation was also a concern. A lot of
people in the Fairfield community
commute by rail, which was severely disrupted by the storm.
Xavier itself did not sustain
any water damage, but its community as a whole was harder
hit than most schools in the area.
According to headmaster Michael LiVigni, approximately 100
of Xavier’s students are displaced
right now, and around 40 families
are facing the total loss of their
homes. However, 35 teachers and
200 students have volunteered
their weekends to help people
clean out their homes. Not only
have these groups helped just
Xavier families, but other people
in the area who have no connection to Xavier.
“I was at one home where
literally every possession went
to the curb as trash. Hundreds
of homes have been destroyed,
with virtually every house in the
Breezy Point neighborhood suffering severe damage,” said LiVigni in an email. He also said that

the school is “making sure the
needs of these students are met.”
LiVigni said that alumni have
been enthusiastic in their desire
to help out the community. Many
alumni in college plan to help out
during their Thanksgiving breaks.
LiVigni quoted the Prayer for
Generosity to describe the work
ethic of Xavier volunteers in helping rebuild.
Xavier is also working toward
raising money for students and
families who have lost everything.
Out of all the Jesuit schools
in the area, St. Peter’s Prep was
hit the hardest. Imagine SLUH’s
Commons, athletic fields, band
and choral rooms, science wing,
the computer lab, and a large
portion of the Backer Memorial
classrooms were flooded. That is
the equivalent of what happened
to St. Peter’s.
Because of the severe shortage of useable classrooms at St.
Peter’s, the school has been operating on an odd schedule: Freshmen went to four hours of classes
in the morning, and sophomores
met for four hours of classes in the
afternoon. The next day, juniors
met in the morning, and seniors
met in the afternoon. That schedule continued for several days.
During this time period, students lost access to basics that
SLUH students take for granted:
the cafeteria and food service,

Avalon Cinema joins long line of SLUH bands
BY Kevin
REPORTER

T

Thomas

he Huzzah Stymie Band. Los
Constables. Walk Sophie.
These are just a few of the many
bands students have formed at St.
Louis U. High over the years.
Seniors Jake Somerscales and
John Ottenlips joined that tradition with a band called Ruin the
Radio freshman year. That band
has changed a lot over the past
three years, with a new name,
Avalon Cinema, and adding two
new members: senior John Bosslet on bass, and Kirkwood senior
Kenny Klostermeyer on rhythm
guitar and lead vocals. Somerscales plays drums and Ottenlips
is lead guitar and vocals.
“We kinda came together
and jammed and it felt good,” said
Somerscales. “So we started booking shows and writing songs.”
Avalon Cinema has had a lot
of success from their first show at
STL Music Festival at Cicero’s last
year, to playing at Loufest, an annual, end-of-summer music festival headlined this year by Flaming Lips. Avalon Cinema won a
battle of the bands contest earlier
in the summer and was rewarded
with a spot in the festival.
Bosslet is confident in their
performances so far.
“There hasn’t been a show, or
any real incident where we didn’t
rock it. Every show we’ve played

I’ve always felt really good,” said
Bosslet.
“(After) every show we’ve
played, we’ve always gotten another offer for another show …
so that’s how you know your show
was good,” says Somerscales. “In
that way they’ve all been successes.”
The band has yet to release
an album, but is currently working on getting their first extended
play (EP) mastered, but in the
meantime, they may release it unmastered.
“Even though it’s unmastered, it still sounds good, still
sounds like our music,” said Somerscales.
The band has no label, but
they work together with several
other local bands and call themselves “314 Independant.”
“We just use each others’
basements and resources and
stuff,” Somerscales said.
The band was on hiatus at
the start of school, but recently
regrouped and are planning to
do shows this winter and spring,
along with a tour over the summer.
“We’re gonna try to go to
Chicago and maybe Nashville,”
says Somerscales. “A tour of the
Midwest.”
The band plans on parting
ways for college, however. Somerscales is planning to go to col-

lege in California, Klostermeyer
will be joining the Army. Ottenlips plans to go to Nashville, and
Bosslet says he is planning on
“jumping the border, taking a few
years off.”
“We’ll all definitely be playing individually,” said Somerscales. “But Avalon Cinema will
probably be done by mid-July.”
“We’re hoping to finish off
strong and then part our ways,”
Bosslet said. “Hopefully that
comes out well, but we don’t have
anything really on our schedule.”
Somerscales is very proud of
what Avalon Cinema has accomplished already.
“I’m pretty happy with it.
It’s been pretty fun. There are no
three dudes I would rather play
music with,” Somerscales said.
“We’re all super tight friends.
A couple years ago if you asked
me, I naïvely would have said we
would already have been signed
and been on a world tour, but I realize that that’s ridiculous. We’ve
played some sick shows.”
Bosslet and Somerscales
agree that Avalon Cinema has
made their high school experience a lot more enjoyable.
“The most fun times I’ve had
at school have been playing music with my friends,” said Somerscales.

Corrections

On page 11 of last week’s issue, a photo of the blood drive was incorrectly accredited
to John Kissel; the photo was taken by Joe Kreienkamp.
Also, the festive photo of Mr. Mueller on page 12 was taken by Giuseppe Vitellaro.
The Prep News regrets these errors and all others.
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St. Peter’s Prep in New Jersey was hit particularly hard by Hurrican Sandy.
The Manhatten skyline is in the background, across the Hudson River.

the computer lab, and restricted
library access.
This past week, the science
building at St. Peter’s was reopened, and classes extended to
full days for two classes instead
of a half-day per class. Yesterday
was the first relatively normal
school day for St. Peter’s: the entire school had its first full day of
classes in weeks.
The financial damage to St.
Peter’s is staggering. Currently,
the financial office is dealing with
recovering damage monies from
the insurance company. There
are some indications that at least
$500,000 of repairs will not be
covered by insurance. The advancement office has set up a re-

lief fund for the rebuilding of the
campus, which is supposed to
take a year.
One of the concerns for Jesuit schools after the hurricane hit
was communication. Schools are
heavily dependent on such things
as phones and email, and it was
difficult for school administrations to communicate with their
students and faculty and staff
members said Stoeger.
“Each New York school has
been asked to inform Dr. Bernie
Bouillette at JSEA of needs and of
a contact person,” said Stoeger of
the JSEA’s efforts to help.
STUCO is currently discussing how to help these
schools.

Heidi Jacobs visits SLUH
(continued from page 5)
something that is not particularly a Scantron test.”
Other alternative assessments Jacobs suggested were
blogs or videos. English teacher
Sean O’Brien had reservations
about incorporating more online
usage to the English curriculum.
“I love technology,” said
O’Brien, “But sometimes it just
lets you glide on the surface of the
world. You can click through this
and you can go through that but
the reality is that a good teacher
and a good class and good literature is going to sink you into it.”
Jacobs took some bold positions during her talk, such as
wanting to get rid of the pencil
and paper entirely.
“I think she was a challenging speaker,” said physics teacher
Kent Kershenski. “She’s trying to
elicit reactions out of people she’s
speaking to and trying to basically force you to confront some
issues.”
Kershenski also thought it
important to recognize the shift
in information accessibility.
“You can’t ignore the change
that’s occurred in terms of availability of information and the
whole nature of research and content is changed because it’s just
more accessible,” said Kershenski.
O’Brien would have liked to
see more back-and-forth dialogue
between Jacobs and the faculty in
regards to her provocative ideas.
“There was maybe one time

of question and answer, and I
think there were a lot of people in
the room had some pretty good
questions that could have been
raised,” said O’Brien.
Even so, the day was productive in reviving the issue of how
the SLUH faculty think about
how they teach.
“There always has to be a
balance. Being the first people
to jump in on things … that’s a
razor’s edge. You can either be
looked at as a huge innovator or
you can fail,” said Kershenski. “We
have to respect our traditions here
in terms of the core education
we’re trying to provide, but we’ve
got to realize we’re in a changing
world and we have to also teach
our students how to navigate that
world properly.”
“I do think that her ultimate
point of preparing students for 10
years from now or 20 years from
now definitely needs to be something we need to think about,”
said Ice.
“The day as a whole achieved
its purpose for what we like to
do around here in terms of our
Ignatian vision in that it allowed
us to reflect,” said Director of Admissions Craig Hannick. “And no
matter what you thought of the
day that experience got us talking,
about not only that day but what
we do ourselves in the classrooms
and the impact we can have on
kids. So in that sense it was a very
worthwhile day.”
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Mock Trial team attends
conference, prepares case

BY Keith
REPORTER

Thomas

T

he St. Louis U. High Mock
Trial team recently attended a
conference at Webster University.
Senior co-captains Justin Sinay
and Kyle Krause attended the conference, which featured BAMSL
representatives Stephen Campbell
and Shannon Deemie, who laid
out the case and provided useful
information and insight about
how to go about running the case.
The conference was also
an opportunity for the upperclassmen and underclassmen to
bond, and to clear up any questions that the team may have had.
A large part of mock trial is
the opening and closing statements, which are important in
framing the case. The team also
asked about direct and cross-examinations.
“We had a lot of guys ask
questions … it was really engaging and they were clearly there
to learn. We picked up on a
few things we have never really
thought about before and we’re
definitely discussing them at our
meetings and we will discuss
them in the future,” Sinay noted.
The two preliminary rounds

of mock trial are coming up in
January and February, and SLUH
is looking to make another run
for State.
The MICDS and Clayton
teams did not attend the conference, but Sinay noted that the
MICDS coach attended the conference and was taking notes.
“The thing we need to improve on is trying to find what
kind of team we’re going to be.
Either aggressive or passive, but
dangerous, where someone would
object and we would shoot them
down,” Sinay said.
Sinay noted that the team’s
biggest competition is always
MICDS, who finished second at
Nationals two years ago. SLUH
beat them at the State semifinals
last year.
“It’s a bitter rivalry. We
want to beat them, and they
want to beat us,” said Sinay.
Sinay described the rivalry
with Clayton as more friendly.
“They’re very nice, the coach
is great, and they couldn’t be nicer. We beat them in regionals, and
we beat them barely,” Sinay said.
“They are impressive to watch.”

Editorial Note
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Regional Mock Elections
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Below are the results for local high school mock elections. A
wide variety of schools were contacted asking for results of their
mock election. These schools were selected to give a broad variety of schools from many different areas. Only the first and second
place candidates are noted.
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Many schools conducted mock elections during this year’s
election season. Below and along the bottom of the page are
results from SLUH’s mock election, compared to other regional
mock elections and the actual results. To the right is a selection
of mock election results from high schools in the St. Louis area.
In the bottom right corner are results from other Jesuit schools.
See sluh.org/prepnews for more data.

Obama

Romney

Compiled by Adam Thorp, Sam Fentress, Keith Thomas,
Thomas Riganti, Jack Kiehl

Presidential Results

Map courtesy of Google Maps Service.

Parkway West

Romney

S

Obama
Obama

Other election results

SLUH mock election results
Results of statewide My Voice mock
election polls in Missouri.

Results of statewide My Voice mock
election polls in Illinois.

SLU
for g
Clai
was
crati
SLU

Results of presidential election in Missouri

Results of presidential election in Illinois

November 16, 2012

Pattonville

Hazelwood Central

Romney

Romney
Obama

NEWS
Sumner High School

Obama

Romney

Obama

Roosevelt High School
Romney

Obama

Belleville West

Romney
Obama

Affton

Romney

Seckmann

Romney

UH mock election results
governor and Senate.
ire McCaskill’s victory
only win for a Demoic candidate on the
UH ballot.

Obama

Lindbergh

Romney

Obama

Other Jesuit
Schools

To the right: Mock election results of Creighton Jesuit high school in
Omaha, Jesuit Tampa in
Florida, Belen Jesuit in
Miami, Florida and Jesuit
High in Portland.
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SLUH conducts first
mock election online
BY Adam Thorp
NEWS EDITOR

M

itt Romney won the presidential mock election at St.
Louis U. High with almost half of
the vote.
From 1932 to 1976, St. Louis
U. High never failed to vote in its
mock election for the winner of
the national presidential contest;
this year’s selection of Romney
represents the first time SLUH
has picked the loser two years in a
row. SLUH did, however, continue to reflect the pick of the state
of Missouri, as it has in every recorded mock election save 1996.
In the only win for a democratic candidate in the mock election, democratic Senator Claire
McCaskill drew 47 percent of
the vote over congressman Todd
Akin’s 42 percent.
SLUH students also favored
St. Louis businessman Dave
Spence over Governor Jay Nixon,
48 percent to 42 percent.
This was the first mock election at SLUH to take place online.
The election was offered through
a service offered by the Pearson
Foundation, the My Voice Student Mock Election. Emails sent
by Principal John Moran gave
students a code they could use to
vote in the election, along with a
Catholic voters guide and a sample ballot.
Each email contained a class
code that each student entered
to access the ballot. The online
system allowed students to vote
quickly from any computer and
eliminated some of the work that
previous elections required from
the SLUH Technology department.
“It was simple. I think of the
work our technology team has
had to do in the past to set something like this up: move carts and
laptops. So it saved a little bit on
that effort as well,” said Moran.
The system also allowed students to look at results of mock
elections compiled into state and
national data.
Because every student in the
class shared the same code, some
students surreptitiously voted
more than once. The performance
of Constitution Party candidate

7

Virgil Goode can be explained
by some members of the junior
class voting for him several times:
Goode got almost 7 percent of the
vote at SLUH as opposed to .3 percent nationwide.
“I think it would be better to
have laptops in the cafeteria during
lunch. I think that would stop people from voting more than once,”
said senior Dominic LaMantia,
who voted in the election.
Three hundred ten votes for
president were recorded. If this
reflected one vote per student, it
would reflect a turnout of less than
30 percent.
“You’d always like to see as
many people involved as possible,
so, like it or not, we don’t have
mandatory required voting in this
country. So, if anything, the system
echoes our own system: it’s upon
each citizen to go to the voting
poll,” said Moran.
“I’d love to see the voter percent at a 100 percent. You’d love
to see the voter toll in the United
States at 100 percent. I understand
the results. That’s something that
you’re always looking for the best,
but I’m not disappointed with the
results,” said Moran.
Before the mock election was
planned, the St. Louis Archdiocese
released a document with advice on
how Catholic schools should educate students about elections. Their
recommendations were considered
as the election was set up.
“How do we host a mock election while paying attention to the
recommendations by the archdiocese while paying attention to our
own history in regards to having
mock elections? Have our cake and
eat it too, if you will. And it did all
of that, which is great,” said Moran.
The ballot allowed votes for
every candidate in Missouri’s first
congressional district. This included third party candidates Gary
Johnson (Libertarian) and Virgil
Goode (Constitution). The ballot did not include candidates like
Green Party candidate Jill Stein,
who was on the ballot in Illinois.
“Some people complained
about there not being enough third
party candidates, but I think they
had everybody that was on the ballot in Missouri,” said LaMantia.
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Wrestlers bounce back
from injuries, seek State

McCarthy coaches JV Soccer team to his
first undefeated season

BY Mar Lonsway and Clark
DeWoskin

BY Thomas
STAFF

REPORTER AND SPORTS EDITOR

T

he St. Louis U. High wrestling
team began readying last
week for another grueling season on the mats. Last year’s team,
though unable to send a single
wrestler to the State tournament,
wrestled to a 15-5-1 dual meet record and took home a first-place
finish at the Vianney tournament.
The injury-prone team battled
against broken bones and concussions throughout the season,
leaving them weak as the season
winded down.
Seniors Sam Wilhelm, Nick
Geiser, and Jack Flotte will captain the team this year. Wilhelm
wrestled to an impressive 34-13
record last season before exiting
the District tournament early because of an injury that cost him a
State tournament berth.
“I’m really looking forward
to this year,” said Wilhelm. “My
last three years all come down to
this one so I hope to go far.”
“All of the seniors, Wilhelm,
Geiser, Flotte, (Justin) McManemin, continue to work as leaders,”
said coach Sean O’Brien. “You
look for all the guys to go to State
and place at State and that’s ultimately the goal. And what they
just have to do is put in the work
in practice and put in the work in
matches.”
Flotte sat out the entire second half of the season with a broken wrist. Coach Sean O’Brien
thinks he has the ability to overcome last year’s injury.
“Flotte, he’s tough,” said
O’Brien. “When he was a sophomore he walked over to me in the
middle of a match and handed me
a piece of his tooth.”
Among this year’s captains,
Geiser particularly struggled last
season, winning only 10 of his 25
matches. However, improvement
is expected from both Geiser and
coaches.
“Geiser is tremendously
strong,” said O’Brien. “Here’s what
I’ll say, I’ve seen improvement
with all the guys but you never
know until they step on the mat

against an opponent.”
“We’re all in shape and strong
and we’ve never been working
harder,” said Geiser.
This offseason, the team
lacked an official program that
had been present the past couple
years, but wrestlers and coaches
worked together to create an effective offseason program. The
SLUH weight room was available
to wrestlers five days a week, and
wrestlers were able to get plenty of
practice time on SLUH mats. The
wrestlers made a commitment on
their own to compete in offseason
tournaments.
“The guys, a lot of them,
made a habit of wrestling in the
summer,” said O’Brien. “You see
most of the guys have already adjusted, sometimes there’s a period
of getting used to things and a lot
of the guys have just gotten into it
and gotten to work.”
The team also has a strong
cast of underclassmen. As sophomores last year, current juniors
Brandon Bollinger, Joe Reichold,
Sean Mulligan, and Jim Onder
wrestled for a combined 107 wins.
Mulligan led underclassmen with
31 wins, including 14 pins.
“Bollinger’s
very
good,
Reichold, (junior Max) Kavy’s
huge—we’ll see what we do with
his weight,” said O’Brien. “They
all, the juniors now, they put in
some work. There’s a lot of potential down there.”
Who will fill the lowest
weight class—106 pounds—is
still unsettled. Senior Ryan Arroyo will move up to 113 after
wrestling at 103 his sophomore
year, and 106 last year when that
became the lowest weight class.
There’s a chance that slot will be
filled by a freshman as it has in the
past, but there are no clear candidates at the moment.
The squad will face Hazelwood Central in a dual match
Nov. 27 in the Danis Field House.
“We’re looking real strong as
a team,” said Wilhelm. “We have
a solid group of wrestlers coming back this year and I’m really
looking forward to see what we
can do.”

Riganti
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U

ndefeated.
With a record of 13-0-2, the
St. Louis U. High JV soccer team
gave head coach Tom McCarthy
his first undefeated team.
The Jr. Bills outscored their
opponents 55-2 during their fifteen games. The goal production
came from a large group of players, as six players had five or more
goals. Junior Tony Abbacchi led
the team with 15 goals, followed
by junior Luke Robinson with
nine.
Backing up the offensive production were juniors Adam Carril and Craig Hanson tending the
net. Together, the two combined
for 13 shutouts.
“I don’t think that I’ve had a
pair of goalies like that,” said McCarthy of his dynamic duo in the
net.
One of the highlights of the
season included winning the Hillsboro tournament where juniors
Brian Powers, Adam Young, Tony
Abbacchi and Adam Carril were
named to the all-tournament
team. Powers and Abbacchi had
game-winning goals, and Carril

Juniors Tony Abbacchi and Luke Robinson, surrounded by CBC defenders, move the ball upfield during a breakaway play. Together, Abbacchi and
Robinson scored a combined total of 24 goals during the season.

and Young named for their defensive skills.
The Jr. Bills avenged an early
0-0 tie against MCC rival CBC
with a 4-0 win. Junior Jordan
Griffin hit the back of the net
from beyond the box, which according to Robinson, turned the
tide in the game.
“That was probably our best
performance of the year,” said
Robinson.
“It was really rewarding . . .
beating them at their stadium. It
helped define the rest of the sea-

C-Soccer plays to nearly perfect season
BY Brian Dugan
SPORTS EDITOR

T

he St. Louis U. High C-soccer
team nearly battled to an undefeated season.
At 14-1-4 for the season, the
Jr. Bills made very few errors, and
the only one to cost them a game
came in penalty kicks against a
strong Vianney team in the CBC
tournament. But despite that loss,
the team managed to win or tie
its other 18 games, including two
wins in penalty kicks.
Propelled by a fast start with
wins against CBC, Chaminade,
DeSmet, and Vianney among others, the Jr. Bills established confidence and chemistry early.
“Vianney was basically the
next-best team from us,” said

freshman goalie Luke Thibodeau.
“We beat them 4-0, and that was
probably one of the biggest games
of the season.”
At the time of the Vianney
win, both teams were undefeated.
And when the CBC tournament
rolled around and the Jr. Bills
had to face Vianney again in the
tournament opener, they thought
they’d be up for the task a second
time. The penalty-kick loss registered as the low point of the season.
“Probably the lowest point
of the season was the first game
of the CBC tournament, because
that was a game that we lost in a
shootout,” Thibodeau said. “And
that was a crushing defeat for us.
We did not take that one lightly.”

Open House attracts 405 prospective students
(continued from page 1)
Danis Field House would be, and
then with the construction for
the Si Commons, we were talking about what the Si Commons
would be.”
With nearly all construction
completed, many families were
able to take in a variety of SLUH
sports first-hand in the Danis
Field House.
“We had families register
in the Field House, and we had
basketball practice and wrestling
practice going on as they were
waiting to register, so that provided a little bit of entertainment,”
said Admissions Director Anja
Schmelter.
“And you could see a lot of
the younger, middle school guys
hanging on the rail, looking down
at the high school basketball players, really drawn in. So I thought
that was pretty welcoming,” said

Moran.
After registration in the field
house, students and parents would
join up with a tour guide, making
their way through decorated hallways filled with Latin shouts, festive balloons, and engaging circus
club representatives.
“From what I saw, the tour
guides did extremely well in
terms of making it through the
tour, staying alive, and making
the 6th, 7th, and 8th graders feel
welcome,” said Farley.
An urgency to recruit tour
guides swept SLUH in the few
weeks before Open House with
countless emails, announcements, and scheduled tour sessions led by Farley. The pressing
need for experienced guides was
met with energy and overwhelming positive responses.
“It was tougher getting
enough tour guides, and we were

son for us,” said junior captain
Tim Murphy.
Their second tie of the year
came against O’Fallon, who
scored first, but the Jr. Bills tied it
before half. Despite ringing the
crossbar twice and allowing one
shot on goal in the waning seconds, SLUH tied with a final score
of 1-1.
The team closed its season
by winning its three games in the
Suburban JV tournament against
Webster Groves, 1-0, Francis
Howell, 1-0, and Oakville, 5-0.

asking a lot of these guys. But we
had enough, and it went well.
Of tour guides, I have not heard
one negative response yet,” said
Farley. “I had a number of parents say their specific tour guide
was just great. He answered their
questions, he was very kind, he
seemed to know a lot about the
school, and that was a response I
heard about a number of guys.”
Seeing the curious masses of
families led by suit-clad students
may cause current SLUH students to recall their interactions
with Open House. Whether it was
guiding or following, tour guides
seem to be anchored in the SLUH
experience, allowing prospective students to take in the overwhelming journey of high school,
while also observing a mastery of
walking backwards and showcasing the Jesuit labyrinth of SLUH.
“In my opinion, the personal-

ized tours are at the heart of (Open
House), and every year they’re the
ones that make Open House special. If they’re here, showing their
love for their school and just being nice and being there for the
prospective students, it’s going to
be great and they’re going to love
it,” said Farley. “And all these other things that are going on—practices, clubs, faculty—just make
the event great, but it starts with
those kids, those individual tours,
and they did very well this year.”
The SLUH faculty also did
their part this year, starting with
Moran at the main entrance.
“My job is to meet and greet,
so I spend the better part of three
hours at the front door shaking
hands,” said Moran. “I’m always
happy to meet a family who is interested in the school and learn
a little bit about the school they
went to and what they’re inter-

However, SLUH managed to
bounce back and win the next two
games of the round-robin tournament, but they failed to bring
home the championship.
Head coach Tom Zinselmeyer was very impressed with
his team, and cited freshmen
Ian Hurford, Matt Lesko, and
Thibodeau among many of the
team’s leaders.
“Those guys really developed
a relationship and were a good example for the entire team,” Zinselmeyer said.
By finishing the season without losing any of their final seven
games, the Jr. Bills set a tone for
what they hope is a successful future in the SLUH soccer program.

ested in and just trying to make
people feel welcome, because
it can be intimidating to go to a
high school when you’re in fifth
or sixth grade. Right away you
want people to feel like ‘It’s okay,
come on in, check it out.’”
Many teachers could be
found in the Danis Lobby, telling
parents about their department’s
role at SLUH, activities and clubs
involved with their department,
or any potential opportunities for
any prospective students.
“So we spend a lot of time
talking about what its like to be
a SLUH student, what its like to
work, what its like to be involved
with the clubs, what’s it like to be
involved socially,” said Moran,
“because obviously the person is
the most important match.”
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First-year basketball head coach Claggett discusses upcoming season
BY Brian Dugan
SPORTS EDITOR

This season, newly-hired basketball
coach Erwin Claggett looks to rejuvenate the St. Louis U. High basketball program. I sat down with
Claggett to see how he’s adjusted to
being at SLUH and to hear what he
projects for the season.
Brian Dugan: Your hire last spring
was huge news here, with your
going to SLU and the success you
had there. But since you’ve come,
how’s SLUH been to you?
Erwin Claggett: I couldn’t envision it being any better than what
it is. The faculty here is great and
has been really receptive of me.
The boys here have been awesome; they’re all good boys who
work hard in the classroom, and
they worked all summer. So I really don’t have any complaints and
couldn’t think of it going any better.
BD: And teaching is going just as
well as coaching?
EC: Oh, yeah. Teaching is actually awesome. It’s funny, because
I’ve been teaching for eight years,
and it was just one of those things
where I was kind of at a crossroads as to whether this is what
I want to keep doing or not. But
coming here just reaffirmed my
belief that I was doing the right
thing (by teaching). The classroom here has been a lot of fun.
It’s really neat to teach these kids
because they’re eager to learn, and
they’re interested in the subject.
It’s fun for me.

BD: And now to transition to
the basketball side of things. You
made final cuts last week, right?
So how’s the team looking heading into the season?
EC: Well first of all, the tryouts
and cuts are my least favorite
part. I hate doing it. It’s almost
like you’re dumping the hopes of
kids who hope to play basketball.
But unfortunately you have to cut
down. It’s probably as tough on
me as it is on the kids; it’s hard.
But now that it’s done, now that
we’ve started practice, you really
get to see your team and try to get
a vision of your team, and how
you’re gonna mold them. So that’s
kind of where we’re at now. The
boys are working really hard, and
we’re trying to add some basketball intelligence into that, and at
the same time figure out our own
schemes and how we’re gonna be
successful.
BD: With only two seniors on the
team (Brendan Bement and Zach
Greiner), is there any concern on
your part about leadership issues?
EC: It’s not cause for concern.
A leader can be anybody, and it
doesn’t necessarily have to be a
senior or your best player. You
would want your leadership to
come from your senior team, but
I kind of think this is a bit of a
unique situation with this being
my first year. We’re all starting
out together. We have seniors all
the way down to freshmen, and
I think of those kids all the way
down to the same level. They’re
all pretty mature kids off the court

and on the court, so that leadership even though we’re looking
for it—we’re looking for some
more vocals and leadership by
example—I think that’s kind of
gonna play its way out through
the course of the season.

T

he St. Louis U. High hockey
team opened its season on
Monday, Nov. 5 on home ice at
Affton rink. The Jr. Bills faced off
against Francis Howell in front of
a faithfully devoted crowd whose
ranks included former head coach
Charlie Busenhart, who retired
after last season.
Senior Nick Walters scored a
quick goal to put the Jr. Bills up
within minutes of the new season’s opening and signal the start
of what would become a frustrating game for the Vikings, whose
fans could not be found.
Although they pulled out the
4-2 win, the Hockeybills did not
find the energy they were hoping
for.
“It was a good first game and
it was good to get a win under
our belt. It also gave us an idea of
what we need to work on for the
season,” said senior winger Mike
Cella, who found the net twice
during the game.
With the first game of the
season down, the Jr. Bills traveled to Webster Groves to face the
Statesmen, who were without a
team last season. From the drop
of the puck at 8:45 till the Zam-

boni cleared the powder, the Jr.
Bills dominated the game with a
total of 59 shots on goal, mostly
coming from underclassmen.
The Jr. Bills squad showed no
mercy, relentlessly pounding the
opposing goalie for a 15-2 victory.
Senior Joe Walsh, who scored
his first career varsity goal, noted,
“It was a lot of fun. Everyone got
plenty of ice time and we converted on the scoreboard.”
Senior captain Peter Hummel said, “It wasn’t the most
competitive game but we needed it to finally bury some goals
and the younger guys gained
some confidence from it.”
With their confidence on the
rise, SLUH traveled to Queeny
Park ice rink to clash with the
Chaminade Red Devils who, like
the Jr. Bills, are playoff contenders.
During the first period, the Red Devils went up
on two quick goals, followed
by another goal in the second, despite SLUH’s pressure.
“It becomes frustrating when
we are putting on the majority of
the pressure throughout the game
but the bounces don’t go our way,”
said senior captain Corey Quinn
on the lack of luck experienced
Monday night.

the floor and be consistent with
our effort, and consistent with the
way we go about doing things. We
think that if we do that, then the
success in the conference and out
of the conference and in the district will take care of itself.
photo | Mr. Matt Sciuto

BD: Are there any players—I
know (junior) Austin Sottile’s
coming off a strong year—who
are on your radar for a big seasons?
EC: Honestly, I have no idea.
[laughs]. I know ‘Til (Sottile) had
a good year last year, and Greiner
did some things, and Booker had
limited experience. So it’s relatively a young team. We don’t know
if Austin’s success is gonna duplicate itself, but hopefully it will—
that would bode well for us. But I
just want them all to play well, to
go out there and get some chemistry. We’ve been working a lot on
accountability, holding each other
accountable on the court, and
toughness and things like that.
So we’re taking small steps. I can’t
think of only one person who
we’re looking to to kind of lead
and do some wonderful things for
us. I’m a big believer in practice
and that at any point, anybody
can kinda step up for you. So
that’s what we’re looking for.
BD: What’s the season projection
looking like right now, and what
are some of your goals? In a transition year, I know it’s probably a
little bit different than usual.
EC: It is a lot different. In years
past, I’ve been thinking about
winning the conference. And

Hockeybills win opener, crush Webster,
and are stymied by Chaminade
BY Nick Kimble
reporter

even that goal is still in the back
of my mind. We want to bode
well, we want to be competitive,
and we want to win some games.
That’s just the God-honest truth.
But at the same time, we want to
be able to put the best product on

The Chaminade goaltender
could do no wrong, saving every shot the Flopjackbills winged
at him. The third period buzzer
brought the recycled cheers and
drum beating from Chaminade’s
fan section to a halt, but it also
brought the Jr. Bills their first loss
of the season, 5-1.
Coach Kevin Fitzpatrick believes that his team has potential
to win when they play together.
He said that his team, “really
outplayed Chaminade, we outshot
them 24 -17 and their goalie was a
big difference. We made a couple
of mental mistakes that they capitalized on and we weren’t able to
get back in the game.”
“Our number one priority
right now is to come together as
a team, one unit of 25 players all
working toward a common goal
while sacrificing individual goals
or agendas,” Fitzpatrick added.
“It is still very early in the
season and we are still in the process of growing as a team,” said
Quinn. “We just have to put the
game behind us and keep moving
forward.”
SLUH hockey intends to do
just that as the Cuphungrybills
face off against the Vianney Griffins tonight at Affton. The puck
drops at 8 p.m.

Claggett

Varsity Raquetball
SLUH v. Parkway West (11/8/12)
Final: 4-3 (Parkway West)
SLUH suffered its first loss of the year against rival Parkway West.
SLUH won at No. 4 (A.J. Cirillo), No. 5 (Jacob Abrahamian), and
No. 6 (Kevin Schneier). Drew Ferguson’s doubles partner Drew
Bollinger suffered a dislocated knee two points into the game,
forcing the team to forfeit. The pressure rested on the shoulders
of the top three seeds where one win would clinch a victory. Alex
Burbee at the No. 3 seed forced a tiebreaker in a hard-hitting
battle. Eddie O’Neil of Parkway West squeaked by Burbee with a
close 11-9 win leaving only the top two seeds to play as Parkway
West trailed 3-2. Top seed Thomas Riganti lost a close first game
15-12. With the serve at 14-10, Riganti could not get the final
point as he lost the second game 15-14 to end the match. With
the tally 3-3, No. 2 Lorenzo Crim lost a close first game 15-14 but
forced a tiebreaker with a 15-11 win in the second game. Parkway
West’s Ryan Schreiber took control in the tiebreaker by winning
11-4 to give Parkway West the overall victory with a final score
of 4-3.
SLUH v. Kirkwood (11/15/12)
			
Seed #1 Thomas Riganti v. Danny Gray
				
15-9
15-6
			
Seed #2 Lorenzo Crim v. Connor Anderson-Proctor
				
15-7
15-2
			
Seed #3 Alex Burbee v. Nick Geisz
				
15-14 15-5
			
Seed #4 A.J. Cirillo v. Andrew England
				
15-7
15-11
			
Seed #5 Jacob Abrahamian v. Bobby Clodfelter
				
15-5
15-4
			
Seed #6 Kevin Schneier v. Daniel Plants
				
15-2
15-2
			
Doubles Kissel/Ferguson v. Greenlaw/Witt
				
15-8
15-1
				

Final: 7-0 (SLUH)
compiled by Thomas Riganti
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Heartbreaking loss to Chaminade in Districts ends Soccerbills’ season
BY Justin
REPORTER

Sinay

E

arly this season the St. Louis
U. High soccer team, and the
Metro Catholic Conference as a
whole, appeared to be crippled by
a loss of players to St. Louis Soccer Academy.
But as the season progressed,
the MCC asserted itself as powerfully as ever, with Chaminade and
CBC ranked one and two, respectively, by stlhighschoolsports.com
for much of the season. DeSmet
and Vianney were mainstays in
the top. Two MCC squads are in
the State semifinals in Kansas City
tonight.
“When it comes to sports,
good kids look at the MCC. The
MCC is always really good,” said
senior captain Zach Hoffman,
who led the Jr. Bills in goals this
season.
While the soccer team didn’t
suffer a loss to a St. Louis public
school, the Jr. Bills couldn’t find a
deep November playoff run. They
dropped a 2-1 District final contest to Chaminade on Nov. 3 to
finish the season at 12-9-7.
“Every game was so close
and if we would just have had
some timely goals, our record
would have been different,” head
coach Charlie Martel said.
However, the attitude regarding the season is much different
than last year, when the team was
ranked ninth nationally in the
preseason, and lost a disappointing match to Chaminade in the
District final.
“This year’s team is the hardest working and most committed
team that I have ever had,” Martel
said. “I was so impressed with the
work rate and the sheer determination to win. They never gave
up in any game they played. The
senior leadership was excellent. I
will never forget this senior class,

especially the captains.”
SLUH exceeded expectations: they were the only team
in the area to defeat Chaminade,
who was ranked second in the
country by the National Soccer
Coaches Association of America
at the time, and played every team
down to the wire.
The Jr. Bills took home the
Bob Guelker CYC Tournament,
beating Chaminade and CBC on
their way to the tournament title
and built momentum going into
Districts, an experience Martel
called the “highlight of the season.”
The Jr. Bills went toe-to-toe
with other top competition as
well. The current fourth-ranked
team in the country and defending state champions in Kentucky,
St. Xavier Louisville, battled with
the Jr. Bills in early September before coming away victorious.
In the Gateway City Classic,
SLUH outplayed Reitz Memorial,
then ranked ninth nationally, before losing on a late goal. The next
morning they controlled possession against Peoria Notre Dame,
who is currently ranked thirteenth in the country, but failed to
put away opportunities, losing in
overtime.
All of these games were
scheduled to prepare the team for
a playoff run.
“I definitely thought we
played best in those big games,”
Hoffman said.
Saturday, Nov. 3 didn’t seem
like the day the Jr. Bills’ season
would end. SLUH was taking on
Chaminade, whom they had already beaten, and was expected
to avenge last year’s District final loss that ended SLUH’s four
straight years of making the State
semifinals.
The Jr. Bills dominated the
first half and took the lead against

the nationally-ranked Red Devils behind a beautiful cross from
senior winger Nick Kocisak that
found its way to senior Joe Grady,
who placed the ball into the side
of the goal.
Late in the half, however,
junior Tommy Hill went down
with over a minute to play by the
Chaminade goal. As time wound
down and the ball moved to the
other side of the field, the referee
allowed the teams to play until a
foul occurred with three seconds
remaining and time was stopped.
After Hill was attended to, three
additional seconds were added
onto the clock as the referee had
signaled to stop the clock at six
seconds but time had ran off.
Chaminade geared up to take
their free kick from 30 yards out.
Chaminade head coach Mike
Gauvain said, “There was other
ways (the referee) could have handled it without stopping the clock.
As a former referee, I don’t know
if I would’ve stopped the clock for
an injury 70 yards away.”
The ball got jumbled up by
the near post and found its way
past junior keeper Jack Robinson
and into the net with two seconds
remaining in the half.
Gauvain added, “When that
goal went in it changed the whole
game. If the ball doesn’t go in, I
don’t know if we win that game.
Not with the way (SLUH) was
playing.”
That goal proved to be a disaster for the Jr. Bills, as they
couldn’t continue their outstanding play in the second half of
the game. Chaminade’s leading
goal scorer and the area leader
in game-winning goals, junior
Tommy Barlow, scored ten minutes into the second half to secure
a spot in the sectionals for the Red
Devils.
Hoffman said, “Tommy’s a
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Junior Tommy Hill (18) and senior Ben Modde (4) race to the crowd after
senior Joe Grady’s goal versus Chaminade in the District Final.

great player, one of the best in the
area.”
Following the District final,
Chaminade has breezed through
the playoffs beating Oakville 3-0
and Francis Howell 2-0 to clinch
a spot in the State semifinals tonight versus Rock Bridge at Blue
Springs South High School in
Kansas City.
Hoffman said, “I think that
could’ve been us.”
Senior captain Tony Bright
added, “It’s frustrating losing to a
team that eventually plays in the
game you worked all season to
play for.”
Martel concluded, “I enjoyed
this team immensely. I enjoyed
their company. I enjoyed their

work ethic, determination, and
their sheer unwillingness to give
up. I will always remember Team
2012 as one of my favorites.”
Bright added, “The best part
of this season was how we came
together as a team. We enjoyed
going to practice and games. It’s
amazing how far a group of guys
can come after going through so
much together. The process of becoming a team started in July with
Ajax (conditioning camp) and
continued to till the very last seconds of our last game. I have no
regrets on this season and that’s
all I can ask for.”

After a promising start, revamped football team finishes at 5-4
BY Will Greiner
REPORTER

I

t almost seems unfair for this
year’s Jr. Billiken football team.
Following up one of the most successful seasons in recent SLUH
history, the 2012 Jr. Billiken football team shattered expectations
and made the year a success with
their incredible heart, leadership,
and explosive play on the field,
leading to a 5-4 record and playoff
appearance.
The team began the year with
an identity that was somewhat
hazy and undefined. After losing many of its offensive weapons from the previous year’s State
semifinal team, many were uncertain of the team and worried that
they would struggle with such
a challenging schedule ahead of
them. But as head coach Gary
Kornfeld said, the seniors led by
example and worked to disprove
their critics.
“We had some doggone good
leadership and I think that our record and how we finished the season tells us that our captains and
our seniors just did a wonderful
job in leading our men,” Kornfeld.
Led by senior captains

Andy Riek, Alec Abeln, Matthew
Hinkebein, Alex Mackin and
Nick Granberry, the senior class
managed to step up and take hold,
guiding their younger teammates
to great success.
Senior captain Andy Riek
was eager to praise those seniors
who were not captains saying, “All
of the seniors did a great job stepping up this year. Whether it was
with a starting spot or by working extra hard in practice to help
everyone else get better, it was all
very important in the formation
of our team.”
Another big reason for the
Footbills’ success was the work
put in over the summer and last
winter. The Jr. Billiken football
team spent many hours at SLUH
participating in summer practice
along with working out in the
weight room with coach Matt
Buha. Senior captain Alec Abeln
attributed much of the team’s success to these voluntary pratices.
“Football season is not limited to just the fall,” Abeln said. “It’s
a yearlong effort, and I think a lot
of guys put themselves in a good
position to be successful during
the year by doing what they did

during the offseason. I think we
had more attendance at workouts
than any other team I have been a
part of, and I think we did a really
good job of getting in the weight
room and working hard.”
As a result, the Jr. Bills started
the season 3-1.
The dynamic Jr. Bill offense
marked a stark contrast from
last year’s equally powerful offensive strike. Unlike last year’s
team, which centered around the
U. High’s passing game, this year’s
team focused on rushing the ball
and capitalizing on the team’s
quickness to overcome its opponents.
The main component of this
year’s offense was junior Raymond Wingo, who played quarterback, running back, kick returner, and wide receiver for the
Jr. Bills. In a breakout season for
the all-purpose player, Wingo
took command of the team with
his exhilarating speed and quickness, running his team to success.
By the end of the season,
Wingo had amassed 1,379 rushing yards, along with setting the
school records in points (152),
touchdowns (25), rushing touch-

downs (20), and kickoff return
touchdowns (four).
Other players with significant
contributions to the team’s offense
included Hinkebein, who led the
team in receiving yards with 405
while also scoring four touchdowns on the year. Junior Michael
Hall ran for 542 yards at the running back position and scored five
touchdowns. Junior quarterback
Sam Sykora threw for 575 yards
and five touchdowns.
The Jr. Billikens’ tough offensive line remained a constant factor in the team’s success throughout the season. The senior-laden
offensive line, led by Riek and
Abeln, punished its opponents
and continually opened up holes
in the defense for their teammates.
The defense was led primarily by Mackin (82 tackles), Hinkebein (48 tackles), and Granberry
(52 tackles). Other key defensive
players included junior Nathan
Anderson (46 tackles), junior T.J.
Daniels (40 tackles), and senior
Tyler McNeil (36 tackles).
By the end of the season the
team had started to hit its stride
and looked to make a deep playoff

run. But unfortunately for the Jr.
Bills, that wasn’t in the cards. In
a heartbreaking and mistake-ridden game, the Jr. Billikens fell to
the Ritenour Huskies two weeks
ago, ending an exhilarating season for the Footbills at 5-4.
“With the amount of people
that doubted us, winning five
games was a huge success for us,
and I am very proud to have been
a part of this family,” said Hinkebein.
Next year the Jr. Bills look to
return many starters, including
Wingo, Hall, Sykora, and Anderson.
“I like the outlook of next
year’s team,” said Mackin. “Gotta
love the big playmakers coming
back, and all I can hope for them
is that they cherish every second
of it because you never know
when it’s going to be your last.”
“I don’t think any season is
ever a failure because it’s so much
more than football, you learn a lot
of lessons throughout the year,”
Granberry said. “You gain friendships that you establish for the
rest of your life, and you learn to
appreciate the small things in life.”
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Cross country conquers state with team victory

(continued from page 1)
“Our guys ran very within
themselves the first mile, but ran
very smart, knowing what they
had to do the second half of the
race,” Porter said. “They knew
without telling that they had
to move up in the second mile,
and they did that. It just so happened that they found each other
around the mile mark, and I think
they really motivated themselves
to finish strong. From there, Blue
Springs closed really well, and our
guys closed really well.”
Senior Matt Nicholson again
led the way as he had for the entire season, navigating the alwayscrowded and hilly State course in
16:13 for an eighth place finish.
Nicholson found himself in 17th
place with a mile to go, but summoned all of his energy to pass
eight runners in the brutally hilly
third mile.
The race went according to
plan for Nicholson, who expected
a fast start.
He said, “A lot of people go
out too fast and then come back,
so I knew I could pass people on
the third mile if I ran smart.”
Nicholson knew he was having a good race as he went up
Firehouse Hill on the third mile.
“I kept feeling better and better as
I went up that hill. I told myself
and the team the day before that
it was all downhill from there,
which it isn’t, but that helped me

catch guys on that hill,” he said.
Junior Tom Rubio, like many
others on the team, ran his best
race of the year at the state meet.
Rubio had been steadily improving as the season went along and
finished with in an All-State performance of 16:32 and 23rd place.
Despite Blue Springs having
the first, fourth, and tenth place
finishers, SLUH managed to win
the race by putting all seven of
their runners in front of Blue
Springs’s fifth finisher. Seniors Joe
Archer and Tom Laughlin and
sophomores Shayn Jackson and
Matt Hennessey, who ran together in a pack for most of the race,
were integral in ensuring that
strong team finish.
The four finished between
34th place and 41st place, but
three of the four runners who
slipped into the pack were only
competing for individual honors and thus did not take away
from SLUH’s team score. All four
SLUH runners finished between
16:49 and 16:56.
Archer, who was the first finisher from SLUH’s pack of four,
was not prepared to lose on the
last mile. He said, “I wasn’t going
to let anyone pass me on the last
mile in the last race of my last year
of SLUH XC.”
“There were times that I
thought I might fall back, but the
pack really motivated me to keep

going,” said Jackson.
The pack, along with the
thought of the team’s cereal of
choice, also helped sophomore
Jackson deal with the nerves that
naturally come with a first race at
State.
“I panicked in the first mile
because I thought I went out too
fast, but I saw the other guys, and
thought, ‘Fruity Pebbles’ and we
started passing people,” said Jackson.
The team was not without injuries in the race. Jackson had to
deal with what was later revealed
to be a hip injury, and Hennessey
ran through a broken bone in his
foot picked up after Districts and
a hip injury that he incurred on
the state course.
Hennessey didn’t think the
injury affected him too much, and
thought that the adrenaline of the
State meet allowed him to push
through.
“If I hadn’t been injured, I
probably could have placed a little higher,” said Hennessey, “but
overall, I’m still satisfied with my
performance and it worked out
for the team in the end.”
Sophomore Jack Sullivan finished off SLUH’s main pack, finishing seventh on the team and
96th overall. However, in a testament to the team’s depth, Sullivan
finished in front of every other
team’s fifth man.

Volume 77, Issue 11

All the coaches and team
members stressed a calm but confident approach in the build up to
the race.
Assistant Coach Tom Flanagan said, “We didn’t make this any
different than any other meet in
the season, but all of the coaches
had a sense of confidence that the
guys were ready to run really well.
We knew we were peaking as a
team at the right time.”
“The key going into the race
was staying as relaxed as possible,” said Laughlin. “Knowing
from past experience, you can get
really stressed out before the race
in the week building up to it, so
we just stayed calm, joked around
a lot, and saved our energy for the
race.”
Rubio summarized the feelings of many team members on
their state victory by simply stating, “It’s the best feeling in the
world.”
A few healthy members of
the State team continued their
season at the Nike Cross Regionals in Terra Haute, Ind. last Saturday, including Nicholson, Rubio,
and Sullivan from the State top
seven and freshman Joe Butler,
junior Jerry Amsler, and sophomore Jacob Marty. No SLUH runners qualified for nationals.
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SLUH Football
All MCC
Offense:
Alec Abeln		
OL
Senior		
1st team
Matthew Hinkebein WR
Senior		
1st team
Raymond Wingo
Ath.
Junior		
1st team
Andy Riek		
OL
Senior		
2nd team
T.J. Daniels		
OL
Junior		
2nd team
Michael Hall		
RB
Junior		
2nd team
Defense:
Alex Mackin		
LB
Senior		
1st team
Raymond Wingo
DB
Junior		
1st team
Nick Granberry
DE
Senior		
2nd team
Matthew Hinkebein S
Senior		
2nd team

(continued from page 1)

Honorable mention:
Tyler McNeil		
Senior
Dan Boyce		
Senior
Nathan Anderson
Junior
Dan Evans		
Junior
Max Kavy		
Sophomore

improve his health. During the
day on Wednesday, the amount
of sedatives given to Cummings
was decreased. On Wednesday
night, Cummings showed some
responsiveness. Houlihan visited
Cummings on Wednesday night.
Cummings squeezed his fellow
Jesuit’s hand as they prayed. With
the ventilator in place, Cummings
could not speak, but he shook his
head.
Besides everything else that
is happening, Cummings has

WR
OL
LB
DE
OL

The 2012 State champion cross country team.

Cummings suffers heart attack Oct. 29
been battling pneumonia that he
incurred while in the hospital;
however, the doctors are making
headway.
After talking on Thursday
about removing the ventilator,
doctors decided to take out the
device last night. At 9:00 last
night, Cummings was doing fine:
he was awake, communicating,
and breathing well on his own.
“It was a good day,” said Houlihan.
Should Cummings recover

from the heart attack, SLUH may
not be the best place for him. He
may have to go somewhere that is
not as strenuous on the recovering body.
Heumann and Houlihan ask
for prayers on behalf of Cummings.
To follow Cummings’ battle,
please visit his CaringBridge webpage at http://www.caringbridge.
org/visit/tomcummingssj/journal.
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Swimming
takes
MCC’s,
falters at
State
BY Justin
REPORTER

T

Jellinek

he swim team repeated as
MCC champions on Friday,
Nov. 2. Among the highlights of
the meet were the 200-yard freestyle relay’s first place finish and
the 400 freestyle relay’s second
place finish, which scored the final points needed for the Jr. Bills
to win the meet.
The 200 freestyle relay featured senior Ryan Caselton, junior Jack Brauer, sophomore
Colin Derdeyn, and senior Chris
Favier, who won the event by over
a body length for a huge victory
for SLUH.
Brauer said, “I’m really happy
with the way our relay performed
at MCC, especially Caselton’s leg
of the relay. I think the team did
good as a whole, and winning relays is especially helpful because it
involves more than one person.”
Most notable, however, was
freshman Justin Andrews, who
once again showed that he is one
of the fastest swimmers in the
MCC. Andrews raced in the 200
and the 500 freestyle as his individual events, earning gold in
both races. Andrews dominated
in the meet, resulting in many
of the points that contributed to
SLUH’s win.
Spirits were very high as the
team pushed coach Rachel Graczak into the pool to celebrate.
Andrews said of the meet, “I
was happy with my swimming.
I was happy with how my hair
looked after the race as well. I
was happy at how shiny my gold
medals were. But most of all, I was
happy to win the meet.”
Exactly a week from MCC,
a few of the swimmers took part
in the State meet. In individual
events, Justin Andrews raced in
the 200 and 500 freestyle races,
Favier raced in the 50 and 100
freestyle races, Derdeyn flew in
the 100 butterfly race, and senior
Nick Koors swam in the 100 freestyle.
Three relays swam at state:
the 200 medley relay comprised
of seniors Richie Mayer, Cullin Tripp, Derdeyn, and Brauer;
the 200 freestyle relay comprised
of Brauer, Favier, Koors, and
Derdeyn; and the 400 freestyle relay comprised of Caselton, Favier,
Andrews, and Koors.
The 200 medley and the 400
freestyle did not make it back, but
the 200 freestyle relay finished
strong with a 10th place finish
overall.
Andrews finished 12th overall in the 500 freestyle, while Favier finished 11th in the 50 freestyle. Although the team did not
find the success that they found
last year, the results show a lot of
promise for the future in the likes
of Brauer, Derdeyn, and Andrews.
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Friday, November 16
Ignatian Teach-in (through Nov. 18
V Soccer State Semifinal
AP
Senior Class Mass
7:30
12 Angry Men
8pm
V Hockey @ Affton Ice Rink
Lunch Special—Chicken Cheese Crispitos
Healthy—Sweet & Sour Chicken

Schedule R

Tuesday, November 20
AP

Lunch

November 16, 2012

Schedule R

Freshman English Tutorial
United States Military Academy—M112 led by
Cadey Collum Magee ’10
Vanderbilt University—M114 lead by Robert
Lux ’11
Special—Toasted Ravioli
Healthy—Toasted Ravioli

Wednesday, November 21

Saturday, November 17

No Classes-Thanksgiving Break

7:30pm 12 Angry Men

Thursday, November 22

Sunday, November 18
Kairos Retreat (through Nov. 21)
Father’s Club Thanksgiving Basket Distribution
1:30
Dauphin Players Production

No Classes-Thanksgiving Break

Friday, November 23
No Classes-Thanksgiving Break
5pm
Class of ’92, ’02, ’07 Reunions

Monday, November 19
Adopt-A-Family (through Nov. 30)
AP
Freshman Class STUCO speeches
Lunch Special—Pizza Bosco
Healthy—BBQ Burger

Schedule R

Saturday, November 24
7:30pm V Hockey vs. Lutheran South

Sunday, November 25
No events

No suprise? Freshmen receive more demerits
— but why?
BY John Webb
EDITOR IN CHIEF

P

ut your demerit card on my desk.”
Your likelihood of hearing that
command depends on whether you’re
an underclassmen or an upperclassmen, according to data released to
the Prep News. Some years, an average
freshmen accumulates close to three
times the demerits of an average senior.
Through the first quarter this
year, seniors accumulated .60 demerits per student, juniors .64 demerits
per student, sophomores .73 demerits
per student, and freshmen 1.57 demerits per student. Data from the last
two years confirms that the demerits
accumulated drops by class.
Seniors lead the student body,
though, in the total number of JUGs
accumulated. It is not clear which class
tends to get the least amount of JUGs,
but seniors have clearly accumulated
the most JUGs the last two years.
There are many possible reasons
for this trend. Upperclassmen have
been around St. Louis U. High for
a longer period of time so they are
much more likely to know what actions would earn them a demerit.
“Seniors know the routines. They
know what’s expected,” said science
teacher Tim O’Keefe, who teaches
both freshmen biology and the senior
elective Human Genetics. “Freshmen
will make more mistakes in terms of
bringing books to class and things like
that. They’re still learning what’s expected and what they should do.”
Freshmen also mature a lot by the
time they become seniors, contributing to the decline in the number of
demerits.
“There are some guys who come
here very mature as a freshman and
some guys who leave here not very
mature. It’s a process,” said Assistant
Principal for Student Life Brock Kesterson. “Some guys get it sooner and
some guys get it later.”
“About this time of the year, the
(freshmen) get wound up,” said English teacher Barbara Osburg, who
teachers freshmen and seniors. “I

“

think that is a matter of maturity. I’d
probably never have to give a demerit
to a senior for standing up or punching each other.”
Whatever the case, the summer
between sophomore and junior year
appears to be very important in terms
of the reduction of demerits per class.
The current senior class went from
accumulating 1072 demerits their
sophomore year to 684 demerits their
junior year.
“You teach someone sophomore
year and you see that kid the summer
after that sophomore year and sometimes you don’t even recognize him,”
said Spanish teacher Kevin Moore.
“There are a lot of kids who grow up a
lot the summer after their sophomore
high school year.”
Freshmen are more likely to get
demerits for organizational behaviors
such as forgetting to bring their books
or other materials to class.
“Freshmen get a bunch of little,
dumb demerits for not bringing their
pencils to class and for all kinds of
silly things,” said Moore.
Senior Nik Halaska said he thinks
some teachers are less inclined to give
out demerits to seniors for organization. If seniors haven’t become organized by senior year, they have most
likely gotten demerits for it in the past
and decided not to change their behavior.
Senior Jake Somerscales said seniors tend to get more JUGs from
lackadaisical offenses such as dress
code violations.
Handing out demerits freshman
and sophomore year is seen by some
teachers as setting a standard of behavior that will hopefully create good
habits for their high school career. If a
teacher hands out a demerit for being
late to class freshman year, the theory
goes, the student will be much more
likely to be on time for class senior
year.
“I see it as my duty as a freshman
teacher to set a standard of behavior
and dress code so I’m much more likely to give a demerit,” said Osburg. “I
don’t mean that we give up on seniors,

but normally by the time they’re seniors, they don’t all try to talk at once.”
Osburg also said that if a freshman didn’t bring their book to class,
they would receive a demerit, whereas
for a senior, who is expected to be
more responsible for his own education, their consequence is that they
aren’t part of the conversation.
“I think teachers give freshman
more demerits as reminders,” said senior Alex Groesch.
Another possible reason for the
decrease in demerits is that upperclassmen frequently know teachers
outside of class and it might be more
difficult for a teacher to give a demerit
to a student they know.
“I look at my class for instance,”
said history teacher Tom Zinselmeyer.
“Do I give out demerits for little piddly stuff? No. That’s because I want to
treat my (juniors and seniors) like college kids.“
“Because of the relationship they
may have with the student, (teachers) may take it a different way,” said
Kesterson. “They may talk through it
a little more instead of going straight
to the demerit card because that relationship is there and it’s built on trust
and built on respect. There still is a
threshold if it is crossed that needs to
be addressed but maybe some of the
smaller offenses, that’s how teachers
look at that.”
It is difficult to draw too many
conclusions on why upperclassmen
tend to get fewer demerits but more
JUGs because when demerits are entered into PowerSchool at the end of
every quarter, the type of offense is
not recorded. Kesterson hopes that
there can be a way to easily track the
type of demerits handed out in the future to get a better idea of what they
are handed out for.
As far as JUGs go, Osburg said
that seniors get more JUGs because
demerits don’t mean as much to them.
“If you give them a demerit, they
don’t care, but they don’t want to serve
the time for the JUG,” said Osburg.

Monday, November 26
V Basketball @ Southside Classic
Lunch Special—Pasta Bar
Healthy—Baked Mostaccioli

Tuesday, November 27
6pm
V Wrestling vs. Hazelwood West
Lunch Special—Chicken Wraps
Healthy—Beef n’ Bean Burrito

Wednesday, November 28
V Basketball @ Southside Classic
Lunch Special—Meatball Sandwich
Healthy—Roast Beef

Thursday, November 29
AP

Freshman English Tutorial
NHS Meeting
Lunch Special—Papa Johns Pizza
Healthy—Chicken Parmesan

Friday, November 30
V Basketball @ Southside Classic
7pm
Circus Club Performances
8pm
V Hockey vs. CBC
Lunch Special—George’s Chicken
Healthy—Spicy Chicken Sandwich

Schedule R

Scedule B2

Schedule R

Schedule R

Schedule R
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