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And justice for all: Pax Christi attends teach-in in D.C.
photo courtesy of Leo Heinz
BY Rick Garner, Kieran Connoly

Perryman,
Tettamble join
STUCO

REPORTER, STAFF

E

leven Pax Christi members
left Lambert International
Airport on Nov. 16 for a trip to
Washington D.C. for the Ignatian
Family Teach-In.
The Ignatian Solidarity Network, an association of Jesuit
institutions, hosts the Teach-In
annually in Washington D.C. The
convention assembles students
and teachers from Jesuit high
schools and universities nationwide to discuss relevant social
justice issues. The Teach-In lasted
three days and featured keynote
speakers and breakout sessions
to educate attendees about issues
ranging from fair trade and immigration to domestic poverty
and sustainability.
“I think (the Teach-In) builds
a community in the school of
people who are dedicated to peace
and justice work in our small Pax
Christi group,” said theology
teacher and Pax Christi moderator Rob Garavaglia.
A new feature to this year’s
Teach-In was the networking
sessions, where attendees were
grouped together following keynote speaker talks to discuss how
the ideas mentioned applied to
them and their school.
Freshman Leo Heinz appreciated the chance to meet and

Ability to
learn, not
pay
How financial
aid makes
SLUH possible
BY Kieran
STAFF

T

Connolly

he student swamping out a
classroom or sweeping the
steps after school represents an
important aspect of the way St.
Louis U. High does business: he is
a part of a growing financial aid
program that assists 36 percent of
current SLUH students. But the
school’s financial aid extends to
all students.
“We will do our best not to
have finances be the reason a family can’t send their son to SLUH,”
continued on page 4

Freshmen
elect officers

BY Leo Heinz
REPORTER

T

Members of the 2012 Pax Christi trip pose in front of the Martin Luther King monument in Washington D.C.

converse about the social issues.
“I got to see what (other students) were doing at their schools,
and I had the opportunity to
share what we were doing here at
SLUH,” said Heinz. “They were
impressed with our recent coat
and food drives when I talked
about our school-wide efforts.”
“There’s so much to learn as
far as social issues like immigration, poverty, fair trade, sustainability, and fair labor,” said junior
Gabe Miller, who attended the
Teach-In for the third time. “It’s
always a real eye-opening experience every year.”

“I really didn’t know what
to expect,” Heinz said of his first
Teach-In. “I wanted to go to learn
about social injustices, but I didn’t
know exactly what I would find.
I learned especially about the
Catholic Worker Organization,
fracking, and fair trade in school
communities.”
Both Pax Christi moderators
and Campus Ministers made the
trip possible. Campus Ministry
funded a portion of the group’s
trip, lowering the cost that individual students had to pay.
“We (Campus Ministry)
think that it is important for ev-

eryone to see that there is a relationship between the faith element, our mission, and this idea
of social justice and social change
with peace and nonviolence,” said
Campus Minister and Teach-In
participant Nick Ehlman. “We
organize Masses, retreats, prayer
services, and service opportunities. But also, this is a place for
that element of social change as
well. It’s a natural fit for Campus
Ministry to promote and encourage students to go on a trip like
this.”
Various speakers addressed
continued on page 5

he freshmen class elected its
Student Council (STUCO)
officers on November 19.
After a round of speeches and
more than a few promises made,
Jack Perryman was elected freshman class president. Sam Tettamble was elected vice-president.
Speeches took place during Activity Period in the Joseph
Schulte Theater, and voting took
place during lunch. Results were
announced that evening.
Many of the candidates for
president and vice-president
mentioned plans to put more social events on the calendar, such
as mixers and dances.
STUCO moderator Lauren
Dickens said, “That is really out
of my control, even. We can suggest things like that, certainly. Ultimately, that’s Mr. Kesterson and
his office and the administration
that determines the number of
dances and mixers and things like
that.”
Other candidates mentioned
ideas to add more SLUH-only
continued on page 4

Drill, baby, drill: drought prompts repairs to entrances
BY Stephen
CORE STAFF

Lumetta

W

hile St. Louis U. High generally isn’t a quiet place, it
has gotten quite a bit louder over
the past week because of new
construction in progress. The
northwest entrance to the Backer
Memorial by the statue of Mary
and the central alley entrances are
both closed because of the construction.
The northwest entrance’s
foundation had started to shift
and needed to be corrected before
it worsened. According to Director of Facilities Joe Rankin, the
drought over the summer dried
out clay soil underneath the foundation, making it unsteady.
“What we’re doing out there
right now is installing four piers
to the base of that foundation, so
that will basically prevent it from
falling any more than it already
has,” said Rankin.
Once that is completed, there
will be some minor concrete work
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done to level out the area.
The noise level from the construction has disrupted classes.
Art teacher John Mueller closed
the doors of his classroom, the
Prep News office, and the Yearbook office.
“I could still hear it, but it
wasn’t as nerve-wracking,” said
Mueller.
The central entrance by the
alley had water damage problems.
“Due to expansion and contraction (of water) and some repairs that had been done to that
particular wall years and years
ago … there’s been a void on that
east wall right above the lintel
where that glass enclosure is,” said
Rankin.
This had become a potential
hazard, and there was a risk of the
exterior layer of brick separating
from the inside layer of brick.
“Eventually, if you don’t repair something like that, the
wall could, potentially, bow out,”
said Rankin.
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Web editor Mitch Mackowiak diagnoses
himself with reality disconnect and battles
cinematic overstimulation. Page 3
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Basketball in Southside Classic final
Claggett begins tenure at SLUH with win
over Mehlville, seeks Southside championship. Page 7
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Construction workers at work outside the northwest entrance to the Backer
Memorial.

In order to repair the wall,
the capstones are getting taken off
and a new lintel and brick are being put on the wall.
While the work for the central entrance project started on
Monday and the northwest entrance work started on Wednesday, both projects are expected
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SLUH sevice in the community
Father Marco and a band of juniors set out
to open a shelter service, but redirect their
efforts around a free tutoring service.
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SLUH grad to play for MLS title
Meyer ’08 will compete with the Los Angeles Galaxy for the national title.
Page 6

to run from two to two and a half
weeks, depending on whether additional problems are discovered.
The central entrance work will
cost between $20,000-30,000, and
the northwest entrance is expected to be between $10,000-12,000.
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Cummings on the mend
Cummings, S.J., makes good progress in
recovering from his heart attack.
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IceBills Aim to topple Cadets
The SLUH hockey team takes down rival
Vianney en route to tonight’s matchup
with CBC.
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Cummings moves from intensive care to rehab at Mercy Foreign
Language
Joe Kreienkamp
for
a
while.
Because
of
the
heart
ress. Currently, he is still at Mercy Thanksgiving to visit his fellow
Hospital but is out of the ICU. He Jesuit. He said Mass with Cum- attack, Cummings’ heart is very teachers
lmost a month after suffering is in the skilled nursing center, mings. Tran said that Cummings weak. The physical therapists will
A
a heart attack, Tom Cum- where doctors are working with said some of the prayers, but continue work with Cummings to attend Philly
mings, S.J. was moved from the him to strengthen his heart.
Cummings was very tired and fell try to strengthen it through daily
conference
exercise until Cummings’ condiICU to the skilled nursing center
Cummings continues to asleep at times.
BY
CORE STAFF

to continue recovery.
Cummings was in the intensive care unit at Mercy Hospital
for over three weeks as doctors
kept him stable after the attack.
Cummings, who has an underlying heart disease and diabetes,
tested the level of skill of the doctors as his health fluctuated in the
hospital.
After doctors removed the
breathing tube two weeks ago,
Cummings continued his prog-

show improvements and was even
able to stand up and walk earlier
this week. However, he still gets
very tired easily, which makes
daily exercises even more difficult.
‘“They’re working with him
on his legs. They had him up
walking the other day,” said Carl
Heumann, S.J. “He seems to be
coming back.”
John Lan Tran, S.J., went to
Mercy Hospital the Sunday before

Furthermore,
Cummings’
eyesight prevents him from reading at times. During a recent
visit with Cummings, Heumann
talked to Cummings about saying
Mass.
“He said to me he tries to, but
he can’t read very well,” said Heumann.
Despite Cummings’ impressive leap from the ICU to the rehabilitation center, he will most
likely have to remain in the center

tion is more stable.
“We just have to see how
far the physical therapy can take
him,” said Heumann.
There is still much undecided
on where Cummings might go
if he would be stable enough to
leave the hospital, especially because SLUH may not be the best
option for Cummings, considering the amount of walking and
the number of stairs Cummings
would have to endure daily.

Alvarado temporarily replaces Toussaint for Spanish
BY Paul J
REPORTER

Fister

S

panish teacher Katherine
Toussaint left the Foreign Language department for maternity
leave on Nov. 19 and gave birth to
Virginia Ruth Toussaint on Nov.
23, five days after her due date.
Magdalena Alvarado is filling
Toussaint’s position until the beginning of March.
A former French and Spanish
teacher, Alvarado recently moved
back to St. Louis after living for
six years in Connecticut. She had
previously taught at Chaminade.
“I took a sabbatical at the end
of last year when I came back (to
St. Louis) because I was moving
back and I didn’t want to be working on all the transition stuff,” said
Alvarado. “When school started
I actually began to miss teaching
so I began looking around at the
different private schools’ websites.” 	
Alvarado was working on

transforming her home into an
urban farm, looking to make it as
self-sufficient as possible, when
she found the advertisement for
a Spanish teacher substitute on St.
Louis U. High’s website. The dates
seemed to work out with her work
at home, so she applied for the job
and got it.
“It was really serendipity how
it all just came together,” she said.
“I had always heard good things
about SLUH and I jumped on the
opportunity to be a part of this
school. I am really thrilled.”
After receiving the contract
from the administration, Alvarado visited SLUH to observe Toussaint’s classes and another to actually teach.
“I just wanted to see how she
did it,” Alvarado said, “because
I really want to, as much as possible, continue what she does.”
The first class Alvarado
taught was worried that her class
would be too hard, because she

spoke quickly and exclusively in
Spanish.
“The second time I came
back to reassure them that my
goal really was to continue the
same thing that (Toussaint) was
doing,” said Alvarado.
A native of Spain, Alvarado
has lived in a variety of places, including Puerto Rico and France,
where much of her family still
lives. She learned to speak English, Spanish, and French and has
taught the latter two for several
years.
“I came to the States after
college to look for work,” she said.
“I’ve always taught French and
Spanish. This is actually my first
time teaching just the one language.”
Alvarado has had to do a lot
of adjusting, but said that everyone is being very cooperative and
helping her to adjust to SLUH life.
“It’s a great place,” she said.
“I was really impressed by how

SLUH does so much with so little.
There’s not much room here in
the city; I mean, when I was at
Chaminade they had 54 acres of
land. I also really like the emphasis on art.”
photo | Mr. Matt Sciuto

Magdalena Alvarado

Under Hinders, circus club opens up Christmas season
photo | Mr. Matt Sciuto

Junior Peter Rackers and sophomore Garrett Fox rehearse their acts for the
upcoming Christmas show.
BY Jack Sinay
REPORTER

W

ith a new first-year teacher moderator, the Circus
Club has already been involved

in planning and acting out shows
this year. Their first show was for
the Go! Saint Louis five and ten kilometer Halloween runs.
The Go! St. Louis show took

place in mid-October and involved seven to eight of the club’s
members juggling throughout the
time of the race—a total of two
hours.
Near the midway mark the
group performed a 30-minute
performance downtown on the
Soldier’s Memorial Stage. The
performance was without math
teacher Craig Hinders, the club’s
moderator and former student
member. Hinders did, however,
note that he received successful
reports from other students and
faculty.
The club’s second show took
place a month later, in mid-November, and was for the Pro-Life
Apostolate Group in St. Louis. It
was performed at the Pro-Life’s
celebration of the end of the election. This show did not involve
any prelude and instead just included a 20-minute performance.
It was performed at the Cardinal
Rigali Center and the club only
took along about six members for
this show.
The Circus Club received $75
for this performance. Some portion of the money went to buy
equipment like juggling clubs and
Chinese yo-yos.
This is not the first time the
club has been paid for a performance.

Hinders said, “When I was a
student at SLUH, we did annual
shows that paid all the time.”
Hinders also explained that
their notorious closing line, “We
do birthdays, Bar Mitzvahs, yes,
we put the fun back in funeral!”
actually has some truth behind it.
He said that the club is available
for hire for private functions.
Hinders also attributes much
of the club’s early success this year
to its junior co-presidents, Michael Kasper and Adam Cooley.
“I sort of lean on them to take
charge of the club,” Hinders said.
He explained that this is crucial since the club is full of freshmen. The club has about 25 to 30
members, about seven or eight of
whom are freshmen, while about
another seven or eight are juniors.
The lone senior is Joji Cabonce,
and around five members are
sophomores.
Hinders was impressed with
both performances, but also excited about how flexible the length
of shows can be.
Hinders said, “We can sort of
arrange how long each show can
be because we have all these different sketches and pieces that are
interchangeable and depending
on how long we want to make the
show, we can add another sketch
or more juggling.”

BY Will
STAFF

Smith

A

lthough they could have run
up the same steps as Rocky,
walked in the footsteps of Ben
Franklin, and savored world famous Philly cheese steaks, four
St. Louis U. High teachers weren’t
in Philadelphia to see the sights.
Instead they came to the City
of Brotherly Love to spend the
weekend learning new methods
of teaching languages.
Foreign Language teachers
Charlie Merriott, Jennifer Crespin, Myriam Aliste, and ChingLing Tai all traveled to Philadelphia last Friday to attend a
foreign language teachers’ conference sponsored by the American
Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL).
More than 7,000 teachers
from across the country attended
the conference, held in the Philadelphia Convention Center. The
teachers missed little school because the conference was scheduled from Friday, Nov. 16 to Sunday, Nov. 19.
Teachers could attend three
sessions a day specifically focused
on the language they teach, stressing the use of technologies in the
classroom such as Power Point
and using Smartboards.
“I have already been able to
work in some of the new technology into my classes,” said Merriot. “I think it’s nice to try different methods because it might be
more beneficial to the students.”
“The conference speakers
were mainly young people who
focused on technology and new
advances in the different ways
to help students improve their
writing and speaking of the language,” Crespin said. “One thing
they talked about in a session
was using a French T.V. site that
the students could watch, which I
thought was very interesting.”
SLUH teachers have attended
the conference twice previously,
but were unable to go last year because of a lack of funding. In 2009
the conference was in San Diego
and in 2010 it was in Boston.
Only Merriot, Crespin, Aliste, and Tai have attended the
programs because the conference
is not designed for teachers of
Russian and Latin.
SLUH requires teachers to
individually submit proposals to
the administration in order to be
considered for the trip.

The club also looks forward
to its upcoming Christmas show,
which takes place tonight at 7:00
and at 3:00 tomorrow, with an 11
a.m. show exclusively for Loyola
Academy students tomorrow as
well. The show will feature about
25 of the club’s 30 members and
takes place in the Joseph Schulte
Theater. Admission is free.
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A Return to Normality
The last time SLUH has had a five-day regular schedule week was mid-October.
The next one will be next week, which means it’ll have been five weeks without
one. In that time…
—Columbus could make
his journey to America.

5 weeks

—2.69 Cuban Missile Crises
could happen.

35 days

—If the Fellowship of the Ring
broke the last time we had a five R
week, Frodo would have destroyed
the Ring with five days to spare.

—2 Prep Newses
were missed L

—If there was a hot dog eating
contest every missed activity
period, Coney Island hot dog
champ Joey Chesnut would
consume 952 hot dogs.

14 Activity Periods missed

3,024,000 Seconds
—A skin cell could
divide 2016 times.

—John Mueller could
have made 6,720
cheesy pancakes if he
worked nonstop.
—Approximately 1,500
students would be called
to the office during missed
Activity Periods.

—If you started writing all the whole
numbers (one digit a second), you’d be
midway through writing 422,519.

840 Hours
50,400 Minutes

Marco and group of juniors explore ideas
for food pantry, learning center
BY Danny
REPORTER

A

Schneller

t a football game this fall,
theology teacher Michael
Marchlewski S.J., approached
junior Ben Steinhart and spoke
to him about his visions of how
St. Louis U. High could help the
community around it. Marco
wanted the school to own and run
a food pantry, an idea he has had
for quite awhile.
After considering the plan,
Marchlewski and students working with him decided that there is
a better way for SLUH to help its
community.
Steinhart later decided to get
a few other people involved with
making their ideas a reality. He
recruited fellow juniors Marcus
Ramspott, Adam Cooley, Chazz
Carson, Jack Armstrong, and Sam
Sykora to help him try to to bring
about the changes that Father
Marco was hoping for.
“Ben was interested in Marco’s ideas and told a few other
guys and me about what he had to
say,” said Cooley.
A few weeks later, the group
went down to see some of SLUH’s
unused property between the
Science Center parking lot and
Manchester Road to see if any of

the buildings could be used as a
homeless shelter or a food pantry.
After taking a look at SLUH’s
possible facilities, the group decided to go see how the bigger
shelters are run.
“We realized that we didn’t
really know how shelters were
run, so we went down to Saint
Vincent De Paul to get some advice,” said Cooley about the trip.
Cooley said that the group
was hopeful about their prospects after this second trip. They
had an unused building picked
out, and thought that the odds of
getting their plan off the ground
looked pretty good. Shortly thereafter, they got a call from reverend Matthew O’Toole, a priest at
St. Margaret’s of Scotland parish.
He informed them that there were
already two shelters in SLUH’s zip
code, 63110: one at Saint Cronan’s
and another at Saint Margaret of
Scotland.
“Father O’Toole basically
told us that our shelter would be
a replication of services already
in place,” said Cooley about the
phone call.
While they have not completely given up yet, the group’s
plans for the shelter are currently
on hold after talking to O’Toole,

but they have taken up a new
plan. Cooley recently met to talk
about a learning center that could
also be based on SLUH’s campus.
The idea was that kids who need
tutoring could come to SLUH after school and get help from some
SLUH students.
Cooley said he wanted to
“give the kids fun opportunities
so that they could learn in a positive environment.”
After receiving this call from
O’Toole, Marchlewski turned his
attentions away from the food
pantry and toward organizing the
learning center.
When asked what would be
needed to get the learning center
off the ground, Marco said that he
is “hoping to find a junior-high
level teacher with plenty of free
time to help organize the program
and hopefully a bus to help get the
children to SLUH after school.”
This group seems dedicated
to making SLUH a better place
for its students and for the greater
community around it.
In closing, Marchlewski said
that one of his favorite things
about SLUH students is that,
“they aren’t just students, but
they’re teachers, too.”
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Notebook
An explosion of stimuli:
the dealing with movies
BY Mitch Mackowiak
WEB EDITOR

I

watched a movie two weeks ago
that made me realize that I have
a serious medical condition: Post
Cinematic Adjustment Disorder
(PCAD for short).
Well, it’s neither serious nor
medical (as far as I know), but
intriguing nonetheless. I’d been
watching The Avengers. It was
okay, though I left my basement
slightly regretting the two-ish
hours I spent on that CGI fest.
Then it happened.
As I walked into the kitchen,
I became aware that I had PCAD.
I wasn’t perceiving the kitchen as I
normally did, but couldn’t explain
how.
The feeling was bizarre, described best as a white noise or
static buzz in my head. There
was an absence of extraneous
thought—that is, I only thought
about what I observed. The only
other thing I could think about
was the movie, but I could just as
easily not think about it.
I’ve hypothesized that this is
an issue of adaptation. During a
movie the brain gets bombarded
by a plethora of new stimuli and
as the film progresses it adapts to
this barrage. But when the movie
ends, it’s not used to the absence
of the barrage and over- processes
whatever stimuli are present until
it adapts to the normal flow of life
again.
So after seeing an explosionridden Marvel film it’s not surprising that I noticed the feeling, but
it’s strange how I’ve experienced
it so much in my movie-watching
career and never realized it. Until
I remembered my most intense
episode.
It was after The Dark Knight.
I couldn’t close my eyes for fifteen
minutes after leaving the theater
(chalk that up as a potential symptom). What was I thinking about?
I can’t remember. Probably about
the movie, a little about where I
was going, maybe even nothing?
Just taking in the environment. I
still remember the route I walked
out of the theatre and even some
of the drive (this happened out of
town, so familiarity is not in play).
Now I had a question: Is this
feeling an effect of overstimulation adjustment, though, or does
an element of escapism play a
part?
I was fortunate enough to get
invited to a prescreening of Lincoln to test this; the passing of
the Emancipation Proclamation
doesn’t leave much opportunity
for explosions. The results? I did
not experience PCAD, but arriving ten minutes late, my knowledge of PCAD, and occasional
comments to my friend left me
unsatisfied with the test.
I wondered if knowledge
of PCAD means I couldn’t ex-

3

perience it. Well, once again the
fates aligned and the next night
I accompanied my sister and her
friends to see Wreck-it Ralph (in
3D, no less!). I faced a challenge
as impossible as The Game: do
not think about the experiment
while performing it but don’t forget about it. I managed to stay engrossed enough to walk out of the
theatre and experience the night
unpolluted by miscellaneous
thoughts. I could solely concentrate on the feeling of the mild yet
brisk wind, the crickets chirping
in the bushes, or the peculiar yet
wonderful stillness in the night
when the wind died. I had once
again entered a mindset sought
after by Zen Buddhists: a literal
peace of mind.
By now a troubling thought
wheedled its way to the forefront
of my mind: was I addicting myself to this phenomenon? Pure
curiosity drove me to the movies
at first, but now I’ve noticed that
the more I looked for PCAD the
more I looked forward to it. And
I started to wonder if this feeling,
though not consciously known,
was universal. Perhaps moviegoers temporarily adopt the mindset
of Buddhist gurus, and that’s part
of the draw. Hold that thought—I
have an experiment to finish.
I still refused to dismiss this
sensation as pure sensation. Lo
and behold, Fates smiled upon
me once gain and my next venue
to retest the escapism element
was a live theatre performance
of Shakespeare’s A Midsummer
Night’s Dream. No animation,
flashy effects, or even scene cuts
to dilute the results here. And as
the final smatterings of applause
disappeared, I was left with the
wide-eyed, slightly mind-numbing sensation I grew to cherish
(perhaps too much) over the past
two weeks. Not as pronounced as
previous results, but still there.
What to make of this, now?
Well, it seemed that escapism was
the root of PCAD, and that a film’s
ability to condense content and
add vibrant colors and all sorts
of flashes and booms merely enhanced the effect. So I think a renaming is in order: Post Escapism
Adjustment Cerebral Effect. It’s
not really a disorder, is it? It’s as
natural as daydreaming … which
has a moment of PEACE all on its
own, the jolting back to reality after realizing your mind has been
elsewhere.
In fact, the normality of
PEACE can apply my earlier musing to countless mediums. One
can lose themselves in a book,
piece of art, or even a hike as well
as they could a movie. And could
the bookworm, the naturalist,
and the painting-gazer all root
the reason for their interest in escapism and PEACE, in whatever
form it may take?

Quote of the Week
“The secret of being miserable is to have leisure to bother
about whether you are happy or not. The cure for it is occupation.”
—George Bernard Shaw, 1914
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Financial aid at SLUH: keeping the school affordable for many
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(continued from page 1)
said President David Laughlin.
In the admissions process,
SLUH considers all applicants
on a need-blind basis. Director
of Financial Aid Craig Hannick
said, “We assess students on their
ability to learn, not on their ability
to pay,” before making selections.
Hannick hopes that SLUH can
eliminate the misconception that
a SLUH education is out of reach
for families of modest incomes.
The desire to make this point
is so strong that, Hannick said,
“The deadline for applying for financial aid is April 1, two months
after the acceptance letters are
mailed.” The school, as Hannick
puts it, does not even know the
financial situation of the students
it is admitting. Ideally, the financial aid program takes care of any
problems.
Families are encouraged to
apply for financial aid even if they
think they don’t need it. Families
answer questions and submit tax
forms through the FACTS Grant
& Aid Assessment Company,
which gives SLUH’s financial aid
staff its suggested contribution for
the applicant’s family.
That number is then reviewed
by the Financial Aid Committee,
which decides on the amount a
family will actually pay. The number isn’t final, though.
“If (a family) is turned down
for aid, or feel like they need
more, there is an appeals process,”
said Hannick.
The amount of money
SLUH’s Board of Trustees allocates for financial aid has also
increased dramatically. This year,
the school allocated $3,018,000 to
aid families who couldn’t pay the
full cost; 36 percent of students
received aid. Hannick believes

the amount has increased from
20 percent just four or five years
ago. The amount of money they
receive can vary from $1,000 to
full tuition, with the average aid
award being $7,200.
Yet despite the increase in
aid, Hannick believes that there
are current students who are eligible for aid but didn’t apply for it.
“I think all families should
apply for aid,” Hannick said. “I’d
like to see (the percentage of students receiving aid reach) over 40
percent in the near future.”
An increase in aid recipients
will mean an increase in students
spending their afternoons wiping dry-erase boards or helping to keep offices in order. All
students receiving direct aid are
required to help with custodial
work around the school as part of
the school’s work grant program.
Depending on the amount of aid
a SLUH student receives, he could
be working anywhere from a sixth
of the year to the full year.
“We try to be very accommodating,” says Hannick, who helps
direct the work grant program. If
after-school work is inconvenient,
a student could choose to work
over the summer, before school,
or on Saturdays.
Although work grant has not
historically been required for all
students receiving financial aid,
something resembling the program has been in existence for
decades. Theology teacher Ralph
Houlihan, S.J., graduated from
SLUH in 1952 and says he can
remember the Jesuits of SLUH offering summer jobs at the school
for those who needed aid.
Hard evidence is hard to
come by, but it seems that historically, as Vice President of Administration Joe Komos, ’77, put it,

“If a young man was able to perform academically here, the Jesuits made sure he could go here,
whether he could afford it or not.”
Komos said that the school
also has a policy of helping all
students with the cost of tuition,
even if they don’t receive direct
aid. “We budget tuition at 90
percent of the cost to educate, so
theoretically, every student gets a
small scholarship,” said Komos.
SLUH’s Board of Trustees
set tuition last year at $14,365, or
$1,724 less than the amount of
money the school spends per student, according to Advancement
Associate John Penilla. Multiplied
by the 1,100 students currently at
SLUH, this “gap” will account for
close to $2 million this year.
The gap money and the $3
million in direct financial aid
means the school’s tuition revenues are $5 million short of meeting the school’s expenses. This
remaining money is paid for by
interest on the school’s endowment and the generosity of the
school’s benefactors.
SLUH’s current location was
established in 1924 with the donations of Anna F. Backer. Her
money also helped to start the
school’s endowment. An endowment is generally a large sum of
money that is invested to provide
a reliable income for an institution—the income being the interest earned on the endowment.
“(Our) endowment sits there,
as a backup, as it were, to insure
the school, to strengthen the sustainability of the school,” Vice
President for Advancement John
Rick said. “Historically, institutions have drawn on their endowment from time to time … but in
the ideal world, you never touch
the capital, you only take a piece

Perryman, Tettamble elected by Freshmen
(continued from page 1)
social events such as Fall Fest.
Almost every speech contained
the promise that the president
and vice-president would take the
freshman class’s ideas to STUCO.
Candidates offered several different ways to do this.
“I was impressed with the
quality of their speeches,” said
Dickens. “They seemed like a very
motivated group collectively. I
think that any of them would
have done a tremendous job lead-

ing the class. I think it was a good
group of guys who stepped forward.”
“I want to make it a great
year. I’m going to do every task
that’s given to me to the best of
my ability. We’re going to try to
publicize all the class events and
get everybody involved,” Perryman said.
Tettamble said, “I’m going to
make sure that I’m enthusiastic
about everything, making people
aware of what’s going on, workphoto | Nathan Price

Jack Perryman, right, was elected freshman president. Sam Tettamble, left,
was elected freshman vicepresident.

ing with Jack, making sure this
year runs as smoothly as possible.”
Perryman said of the other
candidates, “I think all the guys
who ran for office are definitely
leaders. They should still be leaders, keeping their minds and ideas
open. And if they come to me
with ideas, I’ll work to make them
happen.”
Perryman and Tettamble
look forward to working together.
“Sam is a great guy, a character,” said Perryman of Tettamble.
Tettamble said of Perryman,
“I would say Jack Perryman is just
a natural born leader. He knows
how to bring in people and get
people interested.”
“I’m very impressed. They’ve
both shown a lot of initiative.
They seem to be proactive, in
the last two weeks,” said Dickens
about Perryman and Tettamble.
“They’re excited to be a part of the
group, they’re interested in what
Student Council is doing, and
they’re eager to make the school a
better place for their class.”

of the income.”
According to Rick, SLUH
has not touched the principal in
the nine years Laughlin has been
president. SLUH hopes to eliminate even the borrowing from
interest.
“We’ve been increasing the
amount of financial aid … (and)
every year we’re going to need
more, so every year we have to
raise more,” said Rick. “Hence the
speed and the amount we have to
raise to close that gap (between
alumni donations and the amount
of financial aid).”
Advancement Associate John
Penilla said, “Our long-term goal
is to get to $5 million or whatever
that goal is, in the future and beyond.”
According to Rick, the goal
for donations in the 2012-2013
school year is over $2.5 million.
Rick said that his staff will have
to work hard to get annual donations up to $5 million, but adds,
“I think we have the horsepower
professionally, and we have the
support of the board and the administration of the school to do
that.”
Rick and the nine other fulltime fundraisers have been working hard to reach those numbers.
In Rick’s two years at SLUH, the
school has started a faculty and
staff campaign, which achieved
nearly 100 percent participation.
The school has also added special
recognition for its largest donors
and a fundraising golf tournament, while SLUH’s flagship auction, Cashbah, pulled in a record
$815,000 for the school.
All this comes despite the
lingering economic recession that
started in 2008. Since that time
the market in philanthropy has
either gone down or stayed flat.
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“We have gone up significantly.
It’s a great tribute to our school,”
said Rick, who added that the success also speaks to the character
of the benefactors, who include
alumni, current parents, parents
of graduates, and teachers.
A strong pattern of giving
will support the current model
of financial aid. Additionally, the
school was able to keep tuition
from increasing as much as it had
historically. According to Laughlin, the average tuition increase
for the past 30 years had been
over nine percent, well above the
rate of inflation, but the cost increase from last year to this was
only four percent. Laughlin feels
confident that the school’s economic model will be able to keep
down cost increases in the future.
Hannick added that, given
that the majority of SLUH families do not receive aid, some of the
increase in tuition had helped offset the increase in financial aid to
other students.
The program pays off,
Hannick believes. “I’ve talked to
many alums who were on work
grant and financial aid, who are
now paying back the school, so
to speak, in their donations. So
they’re allowing the experiences
of the program an opportunity
to fund another generation,” said
Hannick.
Laughlin is proud of SLUH’s
need-blind policy. “It’s a good
reflection of some of the ideals
of Catholic social teaching,” said
Laughlin. “This is a wonderful education, and we do the best job we
know how, to make it available for
people who can come here, learn
well, and become future leaders.”
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Scholar Bowl leads in league, wins $500 at WorldQuest
3 students
Sidarth Iyer
core, and a good number of soph- we “haven’t really seen the full the Lutheran St. Charles Varsity
omores and freshmen.”
rivalry between A and B, as both Invitational. The Varsity squads, selected for
he Scholar Bowl team has
In this year’s Prep League haven’t fielded their full complete A and B, were both equally balT
had a series of successes and matchups, a tournament between strength teams. The seniors are anced, drawing players from a District Band
accomplishments so far in its sea- St. Louis area private schools, not as experienced as the juniors,” variety of grade levels. Varsity A
son.
Varsity A and Varsity B remain overall.
managed to position itself for a competition
November 30, 2012
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This year’s team is split into
an all-senior Varsity A team, an
all-junior Varsity B, and a junior
Varsity comprised of freshman
and sophomores.
The entire team is captained
by senior Matt Rechtien, who
also leads Varsity during matches. Varsity B freely chooses their
own captain for each match. Junior Varsity is led by experienced
sophomore Conner Brinkmann.
This year’s team is much larger than in the past. Coach Frank
Corley said that he is “happy with
where things are headed for the
team and happy with the diversity
and number of people.”
On building from last year’s
team, Corley said, “There are
some new seniors, a strong junior

top contenders for a championship in their division, while JV
remains undefeated. Varsity B has
only two losses, both very narrow
and neck-to-neck, to Lutheran
South A and Rosati-Kain.
Varsity A has only one loss,
to Varsity B. The match was very
close, with both teams overtaking
each other multiple times during
the match, and Varsity B clinching the win in the fading minutes.
Rechtien said of the match he
wasn’t a big fan of being beaten.
“We (Varsity A) played well,
especially with us missing a lot
of guys,” Rechtein said. “It’s more
competitive having both a senior
and junior Varsity team, and both
have the potential to win league.”
Corley also mentioned that

Overall on league, Corley is
“disappointed that B team lost to
Lutheran South, but it looks like B
team and A team are both heading to the championship”.
Apart from league, SLUH
has also fielded a special team of
bowlers to the trivia night-style
World Quest Invitational held at
Webster University. The team included seniors Rechtien, Dominic
LaMantia, Kieran Connolly, and
junior Adam Thorp.
The team ended up at second place, barely losing to Ladue,
lead by top-ranked scholar bowler Max Schindler, by one point.
The second place prize was $500,
which the team plans to donate to
SLUH.
SLUH also sent two squads to

trophy spot, even after an early heavy loss to Parkway West
and thrashing at the hands of
Schindler and Ladue. Varsity A
eventually took third place after
edging out long time rival Priory
in heated battle, with Varsity A
winning on the last question of
the match.
Overall, the scholar bowl
team has found victory numerous
times and looks to continue their
path of success. This season, Captain Rechtien said that he feels
“confident that we’ll do pretty well
this year. We have a lot of returning seniors and juniors to lead the
team”.

Chess team defeats Alton in season’s opening gambit
BY Charlie
REPORTER

Mueth

T

he St. Louis U. High chess
team started off the season
with a check Wednesday after
winning its first meet 5-0 against
Alton High School. The team
looks to have a strong season despite losing several contributing
players from last year.
“I felt pretty good about the
meet,” said junior John Esswein.
“We have a very good top five
(players), and the team, in general, is really strong. I feel good
about the season now.”
“We did very well,” said Latin
teacher and team moderator Jim
Gioia. “We won all five boards.
You can’t do much better than
that.”
The team’s first board through
fifth board, in order, for the first
meet were senior Joe Grady, soph-

omore Michael Winkelmann, junior Alvaro Gudiswitz, Esswein,
and senior Nick Hunsaker.
The first board is worth the
most points while the fifth board
is worth the least. Gioia was most
impressed by Grady, whose match
took the longest time.
Since the beginning of November, an all-school tournament has been taking place to
decide the seeding for this year’s
chess team. The tournament has
reached its final phase and will
end next week.
Because the tournament has
not finished, Gioia decided the
seeding of his players in the first
meet based on their performance
so far in the tournament. Gioia is
most impressed with Grady, who
has been the most successful so
far in the tournament.
“I made it a double elimina-

tion tournament this year, which
is making it take a lot longer, but
it’s giving kids more of a chance to
play more matches in the tournament,” said Gioia.
“I think we definitely have
the potential to do a lot better,
and all of our players from last
year have improved a lot,” said
Hunsaker, recalling a 2-5 record
from last year.
While the team is still rebuilding after losing several essential players from last year,
second-year moderator Gioia
believes the team can still have a
successful season.
“It’s going to be a challenge
with all of the players that we lost
from last year, but I do think we
have a lot of talent and determined players,” said Gioia.
Only five players compete
in each meet, but Gioia hopes to

have seven people on the team
who can contribute.
“I’m really enthusiastic about
the season,” said Esswein. “I’m
really excited to see how we do
throughout the year. I definitely
think players from last year have
gotten better. We are a really
strong team and we are going to
do well in the future.”
Several players as well as
Gioia are also excited about the
talent of the underclassmen.
“A lot of times in these games
whoever makes the first mistake
usually loses,” said Hunsaker
when describing the key to success for this year’s team.
After winning their first
meet, the St. Louis U. High chess
team looks to have a successful
season. The team’s next match is
next Dec. 5 against Vianney.

Pax Christi members learn about social justice in D.C.
(continued from page 1)
many issues throughout the
weekend, but a topic unique to
this year’s Teach-In was the topic
of fair labor.
The Teach-In was held at the
Crystal City, Va. Hyatt Regency,
a hotel in a chain that has been
accused of unfair labor practices and has seen recent labor
disputes. Worker shortages have
caused Hyatt service workers to
do what would normally be the
duties of four service workers.
Junior Gabe Miller attended
a breakout discussion session
at a hotel across the street from
the Hyatt, hosted by former Hyatt workers. They discussed the
hardships of working for their old
employer and the Hyatt chain’s attempts to block worker unionization.
“I never knew that this was
such a problem,” said Miller, who
said the issue resonated deeply
with him. “I could never really
picture myself as an immigrant,
or as a refugee in Africa, but I can
picture myself as a worker in this
situation.”
The goal of the Teach-In is to
prepare students and their teachers to go out and advocate on the
issues they learned about during
the Teach-In. Students are encouraged to meet with politicians
that represent their region on a
state and national level.

photo | courtesy of Leo Heinz

Junior Gabe Miller with a fellow musician on the Washington, D.C. subway system during the Pax Christi trip.

In prior years, the Advocacy
Day for Teach-In attendees directly followed the convention.
Last year’s Teach-In group lobbied both Missouri senators and
then-representative Russ Carnahan to support the DREAM Act,
legislation that would have given

a pathway to citizenship for some
unauthorized immigrants.
This year, Advocacy Day
was moved to the local level. The
Teach-In organizers encouraged
students and groups to lobby
closer to home, where advocates
could meet with the new group

of officials elected in November,
when the new legislative session
starts.
Pax Christi members hope to
meet with Missouri senators and
Congressional
representatives
early next year.

BY Keith
REPORTER
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Thomas

hree St. Louis U. High students will be participating
in the St. Louis Metro District
Eight band competition Saturday, and if they advance, they
will move on to the State band
competitions,
a
prestigious
honor amongst band members.
Freshman Matthew Fink,
junior Robert Hayes, and senior
Jacob Somerscales will participate in the competition this Saturday. The district consists of
most of the Catholic schools in
the St. Louis area and a few public
schools.
Fink, Hayes, and Somerscales went through many preliminary competitions to advance
to the competition, including a
solo, which required memorizing 12 major and minor scales,
and two or three technical
skills, such as tuning an instrument, to showcase their ability.
The competitions will take
place at the University of Missouri-Columbia, where each student will play in front of a judge.
“Districts are like a stepping
stone for State, and that is what
I’m using it for,” Somerscales said,
The entire district band,
about 100 students in all, learn the
same notes and skills that Fink,
Hayes, and Somerscales learn
on their respective instruments.
This allows the District players
to improve their skills and possibly make the competition a more
comfortable environment, so they
are not stressed about playing or
missing notes.
“I struggled with the audition
for Districts, and I’m planning on
doing a better job at State, proving that I’m number one,” Somerscales said.
In addition to practicing with
the band itself, students have been
preparing on their own schedules
for the competition tomorrow.
Fink says that he “practices
timpani daily.” Fink and Somerscales are both percussionists,
with Fink playing the timpani and
Somerscales playing the drums.
“I have a private teacher that
I go to once a week and he helps
me work through the music and
talk about technique,” Hayes said.
The District competition,
which will be held Saturday, is essentially a tryout for State. Along
with the district band, the district
orchestra will compete for State
on Saturday, but they will not
have to audition for districts because of the lack of orchestra programs in the St. Louis area. Some
potential State orchestra players
are freshmen Adam Wilson and
Andrew Groesch, and senior Alex
Groesch.
“I hope that all my hard work
will pay off and I will make the
All-State cut,” Fink said, referring
to the practice he’s been doing for
months.
Nonetheless, the SLUH band
and orchestra are looking to make
another strong run for state Saturday in Columbia, proving that
they truly are number one.
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Wrestlers tame Wildcats in Tuesday’s season-opening 39-25 win
BY Mar Lonsway
REPORTER		

D

espite starting their first
match poorly, the Jr. Billiken
wrestling team proved to Hazelwood West, as well as themselves,
that they are not a squad to be
reckoned with. For the majority
of Tuesday night, the Jr. Bills gave
the Hazelwood West Wildcats
high hopes for an early-season
victory. Coming through in the
clutch, however, the Wrastlebills
had a different idea. Ending the
night with a devastating 39-25
win over their Hazelwood foes,
the SLUH wrestlers sent their opponents back to North County in
disappointment.
Starting the varsity matches
at the 145 weight class, senior
captain Jack Flotte lost his first
match of the season, 8-6.
“Personally I wasn’t really
happy with my performance,”
said Flotte. “I got really tired in
the first period, (but) I’m not sure
why. We were both tired; he was
throwing up. But my defenses got
down and I got taken down and
that was that.”
Flotte added that there are
no lingering symptoms from the
wrist injury that cost him the second half of his junior season.
Following him with a 9-7
win, junior Jim Onder set down
the first victory of the year. Only
10 seconds into the match, Onder
had his 152-pound opponent’s
back to the mat after a swiftly

preformed take down. The Hazelwood wrestler wriggled himself
out of the pin, but Onder started
the match off with a 5-0 lead and
went on to win.
Next in the lineup, in the
160-pound weight class, senior
Justin McManemin wrestled a
valiant match, but fell to his Hazelwood West foe, leaving SLUH
down a match at 2-1.
Sophomore Rafael Robert
proved his skill in a 170 pound
weight class. With his first year on
the varsity line up, Robert started
the year with a 4-2 win, tying it up
for the SLUH team.
Next in the lineup, sophomore Mackenzie Callahan, only
weighing in at the 170 weight
class, audaciously stepped up to
the challenge of wrestling in the
182 open spot. Perhaps as a result
of wrestling a weight class up, Callahan, after struggling through all
three periods of the match, lost
the match 12-4, but didn’t give up
a pin.
In possibly the most climactic match of the night, senior
captain Sam Wilhelm faced off
against a fifth place returning
State champion. Although trailing
by two points for almost the entirety of the match, Wilhelm took
control in the last period with a
takedown, giving him a 3-2 win.
Following the senior captain
in weight class 113, sophomore
Collin Arroyo, a sophomore returning to the varsity line up from

photo | Jake Bava

Junior Joe Reichold takes his opponent to the mat in a 39-25 win during Tuesday’s match against Hazelwood West.

last year, won in the last period
with another pin.
“The match went kinda up
and down for the first part, yet,
Arroyo still managed to come out
on top,” said head coach Jon Ott.
With three consecutive
pins—by juniors Brandon Bollinger at the 126 weight class,
Sean Mulligan at 132, and senior
captain Nick Geiser at 138—the
Jr. Bills proudly finished off the
night with four pins in a row.
Geiser managed to earn his first

pin of the season in the first period.
“It was awesome, it was really
fun, a lot of energy and it was a
good win,” said Geiser. “Our first
matches started off slow. I think
some of the guys had just nerves
getting after them and people
gassed in the first few matches.
But we ended strong.”
“The key is that you got to believe,” said coach Todd Clements
after the dual match. “You must
believe in the moves we teach

you—to become comfortable with
them as well.”
“It’s lots of nerves, as well as
the mental attitude—not just being out of shape.—that tires the
wrestlers out,” said Ott.
The Jr. Bills will make their
way to West County, this Friday
and Saturday, as they wrestle in the
first big tournament of the year at
Parkway South High School.

Meyer ’08 to compete in Major League Soccer Cup Final Hockey
Jon Bartolone
topples
ommy Meyer ’08 is no
Vianney, on
T
stranger to the soccer spotto CBC
light. From being named a High
photo | Mr. Matt Sciuto
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School All-American during his
senior year at St. Louis U. High,
to attending college at soccer
powerhouse Indiana, to being
drafted with the 19th overall pick
in the 2011 Major League Soccer (MLS) draft, he’s had many
big moments in his soccer career.
But perhaps the biggest moment
of his soccer career is this weekend, when Meyer, a defender for
the Los Angeles Galaxy will play
in the MLS Cup Final.
“The stadium is going to be
packed. We’re on national television. There’s a little more pressure than when we were playing
a CBC or Chaminade in a final,”
said Meyer, “but in either situation, people pay attention to it.”
Meyer has started the last
nine games at center back, including five playoff games, for
the Galaxy, where he plays with
David Beckham, Landon Donovan, and Robbie Keane; however,
his starting spot didn’t come immediately. Meyer didn’t get much
playing time during his rookie
season, like most rookies.
“The MLS has gotten a lot
better, so I think the jump from
college soccer to the MLS has
gotten harder, especially with the
pace of the game and the physicality,” said Meyer.
With a preseason injury to
Omar Gonzalez, Meyer started
several games early in the season.
After Gonzalez got healthy Meyer
was back on the bench, but a September injury to A.J. DeLaGarza

BY Nick Kimble
REPORTER

F

Meyer pursues the ball in his SLUH days. He was named an All-American as a senior.

thrust Meyer back into the starting lineup.
“I’ve been playing in reserve
games and Champions League
games, so those have helped
my game,” said Meyer, “Also the
coaching staff and guys like David
(Beckham) and Robbie (Keane),
they help you as you’re developing.
“You watch how (Keane,
Donovan, and Beckham) prepare for games and how they go
about their business on and off
the field,” said Meyer. “They’re all
good guys. They try to show the
young guys what it means to have
work ethic.”
Meyer also noted an important part of his development as a

player is learning how to conduct
himself off the field, learning especially from the experienced
players.
“The rookies definitely look
up to those three guys, especially
taking care of yourself off the
field,” said Meyer.
Meyer’s on-field and off-field
development has led him into the
starting eleven for the LA Galaxy
in the MLS Cup Final. The Galaxy
defeated the Toronto Whitecaps
FC, San Jose Earthquakes, and
Seattle Sounders FC en route to
the MLS Cup Final.
The 2012 MLS Cup Final
against the Houston Dynamo—
whose roster includes Meyer’s
old MCC foe and Indiana team-

mate Will Bruin, a 2008 DeSmet
grad— is a rematch of last year’s
final, which the Galaxy won 1-0.
“Everybody’s psyched up for
the game. We’ve had a two-week
break, so everyone’s pretty antsy,”
said Meyer. “The Final is definitely a game where you leave it all on
the line.”
Meyer feels confident that
both he and the team will perform
well this weekend.
“Everyone’s been preparing
the whole week, and we’re ready
to go.”
The LA Galaxy plays the
Houston Dynamo this Saturday,
Dec. 1, at 3:30 p.m. The game will
be broadcast on ESPN.

resh off a disappointing loss,
the Jr. Bills hockey team made
a strong rebound against the always scrappy Vianney Griffins on
Friday, Nov. 16.
With less than ninety seconds
left in the first period, senior Nick
Walters scored his third goal of
the night to put SLUH up 3-0. The
Hattrickbills were not finished
yet, scoring a total of seven times
on the night before the Zamboni
made its way onto the ice.
Walters added one more before being tossed from the game
halfway through the second period because of a skirmish on the
ice.
Senior captain Cole Tarlas,
who had two assists, said of the
rough game play, “We used the
bodies and put the pucks to the
net.”
The final was 7-1.
Last Saturday the Slapshotbills met Lutheran South on home
ice in front of a small fan section
filled with super fans and parents.
The Jr. Bills possessed the
puck for the majority of the game,
only finishing six times for a final
score of 6-0.
Tarlas commented, “[Lutheran South] put up a good fight but
it felt good to get another win and
boosted our confidence for CBC.”
SLUH will match up against
the defending State champions tonight. The past two games belong
continued on page 8
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Claggett christens career with wins over Mehlville and Lutheran South
BY Brian Dugan
SPORTS EDITOR

T

he Jr. Bills have a new look
this season, from their head
coach to their players, and even
down to their uniforms. The energy of a new start has shown in
wins over Mehlville (47-33) and
Lutheran South (60-38), earning
a berth in the Southside Classic
championship.
With new head coach Erwin
Claggett at the helm for the first
time, the St. Louis U. High basketball team enters the season
with only five returning players:
juniors Chris Booker, Charlie
Nester, and Austin Sottile, and
seniors Zach Greiner and Brendan Bement. Of those five, only
Greiner, this year’s captain, and
Sottile were full-time starters.
While Claggett understands
that it will be a process to reshape
the basketball program, and despite having such little varsity experience on his roster, he believes
that his team can outperform expectations.
“If we go out, and we execute
the things that were taught and
coached, then I think that as far as
the things we can do as a unit, the
sky’s the limit,” Claggett said. “As
long as the guys go out and play
their butts off, play hard, they can
give us a chance. That’s one of the
main things we’ve been preaching, and we’re trying to form an
identity around that.”
The players feel that they’ve
got the skills to bring forth wins,
especially with their defense.
“I feel like we’re gonna have a
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pretty solid situation defensively,”
said Greiner. “Based on our first
two games, we’ve been doing really well at keeping teams really
out of transition.”
“We’re focusing on defense
now since we’re kind of unsure of
ourselves and it’s like a new team,”
said Sottile.
Making good on their own
expectations, the Jr. Bills came
out strong on Monday night for
the opening game of the annual
Southside Classic, a 47-33 win
over Mehlville.
Up 26-13 at half, the Jr. Bills
allowed no more than eight points
in a quarter until the fourth quarter. SLUH held Mehlville to a 23.8
shooting percentage and notched
nine steals as their defense wore
down the Panthers in Claggett’s
first win and first game as the Jr.
Bill’s helmsman.
Sottile picked up where he
left off last year, scoring 18 points
on five for 13 shooting and five for
six from the line to go along with
a pair of assists. After averaging
8.3 points per game last season,
Sottile figures to lead SLUH’s offensive charge this year, taking
over for last year’s senior captain
Matt Clark.
“I’ve gotta come out and try
to be aggressive and take good
shots, and still get other guys involved in the offense,” Sottile said.
Leading a stingy defense,
Greiner registered four blocks on
the night. He also was the only Jr.
Bill besides Sottile to notch double digits, scoring ten points.
“(My role) is different than

last year, just because I was used
to playing wing,” said Greiner.
“But it’s sort of like grown on me,
because a lot of guys were actually
on the team last year, so I’m used
to playing with those guys. And
seeing all the other guys in the
locker room, it’s not that much
different other than the seniors
being gone.”
Claggett was relieved to get
the win and have a chance to see
what his team can do.
“(The win) was good for one
important reason: to kind of evaluate our guys and evaluate us as
coaches,” Claggett said. “We can
see if we’ve been doing the right
things, what we need to tweek,
and make adjustments. I was really excited for the boys.”
On Wednesday night, the Jr.
Bills defeated Lutheran South 6038 in the tournament semifinal.
Following a tight first halftime that saw SLUH enter halftime with a 23-18 lead, the team
jumped out to a 13-5 run to start
the third quarter and go up 3623. Fueled by freshman Matt
Nester’s energizing second half
performance and team-leading
14 points, the Jr. Bills coasted to
a convincing win after wearing
down the Lancers.
Matt Nester’s highlight of the
night came in the third quarter
when he hit a three-pointer and
immediately stole the ball on the
inbounds pass, leading to a quick
basket for Booker.
By the final few minutes of
the fourth quarter, with more than
a 20-point cushion, Claggett was

After a successful debut, AP World
History course will be offered again
BY Jack
STAFF
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able to get his bench some playing
time, and 14 of the 15 players saw
action as the Jr. Bills advanced to
the tournament championship
with a 60-38 victory.
“We started kind of slow in
the first half,” Sottile said. “And
then in the second half we kinda
got it going a little bit offensively,

T

Ways of the World was chosen as the book for the AP World History course.
The course is the first AP class offered to sophomores at SLUH.

O’Neil. “We had never done it, but
a vast majority of guys passed it.”
O’Neil plans on offering the
course again this year, with hopes
of once again combining with Cor
Jesu to offer the Wednesday and
Saturday afternoon classes. If Cor
Jesu declines, the course will still
continue with a few scheduling
changes. In either case, the course
will probably not start until after
Martin Luther King Day in January.
While not a determining factor, the AP exam played a roll in
changing the sophomore book
to Ways of the World by Robert
Strayer. The book is smaller and

designed for an AP class with
a greater emphasis on primary
source documents. The book also
lacks bold terms and definitions
in the sidebars, which students
have mixed reactions about.
“It’s really helping people pay
more attention in their reading
instead of just looking at the bold
words,” said sophomore Luke
Horner.
Sophomore Jack Sellenriek,
on the other hand, disagreed. “I
like the old book because it had
the terms on the sides (to help)
with studying.”

and then we were able to extend
the lead and score some points.”
Tonight, the Jr. Bills face St.
Mary’s at 8:00 in the Danis Fieldhouse for the Southside Classic
championship.
Don’t forget about the
Adopt-a-Family Drive.

Racquetbills sweep CBC on
Tuesday, look forward to
weekend tournament
BY Thomas
STAFF

S

t. Louis U. High plans to once
again hold a ten-week Advanced Placement (AP) World
History prep course this year after
a successful debut in 2010-2011,
the first sophomore AP class at
SLUH.
Almost all of the SLUH students that took the AP World
History Exam last year passed
the exam, receiving a 3 or higher.
Of the 35 that took the course,
there were three fives, 14 fours, 12
threes and only six twos and zero
ones.
According to history teacher
Tim O’Neil, who helped teach the
course last year, the hardest part
of the exam was recalling information learned from freshman
year.
“The AP test was designed
to cover all of world history from
the beginning,” said O’Neil. “So it
came down to recalling information they learned freshman year
for the test.”
With sophomores having
to remember material, they had
learned a year earlier, much of the
course was a review. The review
paid off, though, with such a high
success rate.
“It was a pretty good success
with that number of guys,” said

Junior Austin Sottile drives through two Mehlville defenders during SLUH’s
47-33 win in the first game of the season.

Riganti

he varsity Racquetballbills
(3-1) brought out the broom
and dustpan and swept CBC this
Tuesday.
Good serves that led to early
control of rallies gave sophomore
Brian Kissel and junior Drew Ferguson, the doubles team, a 157, 15-7 win. Sophomore Kevin
Schneier demolished his opponent 15-2, 15-1 at the No. 6 seed,
a win he attributed to his ability
to hit his shots where he wanted
them.
Junior Jacob Abrahamian,
the No. 5 seed, took the first game
15-1 but squeaked by in the second game with a 15-14 win to secure the victory. “I eased up a bit,”
said Abrahamian. “John(CBC
player) definitely took advantage
of that.” Senior A.J. Cirillo got the
day off with a forfeit from CBC at
the No. 4 seed.
Junior Alex Burbee won at

the No. 3 seed 15-3, 15-8 thanks
to his ability to keep his opponent
behind him so that he could kill
the ball, a strategy that let him
stay on the offensive the whole
match.
Senior Lorenzo Crim, the
No. 2 seed, narrowly won the first
game 15-11. “I was hitting the ball
way too much right to him,” said
Crim. According to Crim, he won
the second game 15-5 because he
was “switching up my serves so I
kept him guessing.”
Junior Thomas Riganti rolled
over his opponent 15-1, 15-3 at
the No. 1 seed, completing the 7-0
sweep.
The Racquetballbills look to
ride the victory over CBC into
the Winter Rollout tournament
this weekend where they hope to
avenge their loss to Parkway West
in their regular season match and
the loss to Parkway North/Central in the Top Seed Tournament.
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Conversation of the week: coach Fitzpatrick
BY Clark DeWoskin
SPORTS EDITOR
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T

his week, the Prep News sat down
with coach Kevin Fitzpatrick of
the St. Louis U. High hockey team to
get his feelings on this year’s team as
well as some personal background.

Saturday, Devember 1
Father-Son Bowling
9am
Loyola Christmas Party
11am and 3pm Circus Club Performances

Clark DeWoskin: Hey coach,
could you start off by giving me a little
bit of your background in coaching
hockey?
Kevin Fitzpatrick: Sure. This
is my first year at SLUH, following
Charlie (Busenhart) after 41 years—
you know it’s my first year. But I’ve
coached Junior B-level, which would
be under 20 (year olds), a U-18 team
AAA. I’ve coached … for the Jr. Blues
here in St. Louis. And I’ve coached at
other high schools here in St. Louis
prior to this.

Sunday, December 2
CISL Speech Team @ Nerinx
10am SLUHtique

Monday, December 3
AP
Advent Prayer Service
Lunch Special—Ribs

CD: So you’ve got a lot of seniors
on the team this year. Has there been
any conflict having so many guys with
leadership potential?
KF: Well, it was very difficult
from a captain/assistant captain
standpoint to select who those would
be. You know typically you’ve got a
captain and two or three assistants.
But with so many seniors and quality kids that was probably one of the
hardest things I had to determine so
far this year, because there are some
really quality kids both on the ice and
off the ice. Really, what I told the kids
that weren’t selected is you don’t have
to have a letter on your jersey to be a
leader. You can be a leader through
play, how you handle yourself, how

Schedule R
Adopt-A-Family Rep Meeting
Classical Etymology Exam (through December 6)
Lunch Special—Checken-Bacon Sandwich
AP

Wednesday, December 5

Schedule R
Mother’s Club Santa Shop (through December 6)
AP
Poetry Out Loud and Shakespeare Competition
Faculty Open Forum
3:30pm Ignatian Evening and Dinner
Lunch Special—Toasted Ravioli

Thursday, December 6
AP

Senior Project Meeting
Freshman English Tutorial
11am Mix-It-Up Lunch
Lunch Special—Pizza Mania

Friday, December 7
Current hockey coach Kevin Fitzpatrick talks to his predecessor, Charlie Busenhart.
Busenhart retired last year after 41 years as head coach.

you conduct yourself. Kids will respond to that. We’ve got a lot of really
good seniors though, definitely.
CD: Have there been any younger
players you’ve been particularly impressed with?
KF: Oh yeah, for sure. I mean
Patrick Pence is a freshman, he’s been
pretty much a regular up front for
us. And Andrew Ott is a freshman,
he’s done a really good job too. He’s
come a long way. Stephen Lockwood
is another freshman who’s definitely
contributed. And then you’ve got
Stan Pawlow, Christian Hoffmeister,
our juniors … Joe Warnecke has improved tremendously from a goalie
standpoint. Fortunately, junior Brendan Haselhorst had been so good we
haven’t had a lot of opportunities to
put Joe in. But he’s another freshman
that’s done really well. So that bodes
well for our future.
CD: The toughest competition
has come from inside the MCC. Are
there any keys you see to being successful there?
KF: Well, yes. There’s a few things.
Definitely Chaminade and CBC by far

Hockey topples Vianney, on
to
CBC
(continued from page 6)
year varsity starter Chase Berger.
to the Cadets, one being last year’s
State loss, with the second coming
in this year’s Top Hat tournament.
Revenge is on the returning players’
minds, just as smart, well-rounded
game play is.
“We have a lot of talent but have
been struggling to play a good team
game,” says senior captain and four

Schedule R

Tuesday, December 4

CD: You mentioned following
Coach Busenhart, how’s that been?
Any pressure?
KF: All kinds of pressure.
(Laughs) I mean, to me, it’s just an
awesome thing that somebody would
do coaching, or anything, for 41
years. So I’ve got the utmost respect
for (Busenhart). Again, to fill those
shoes is again, I mean, he’s an institution, he’s in the St. Louis Hockey Hall
of Fame, so they’re some big shoes to
fill. But, there’s always different philosophies and styles and I’m sure his is
much different than mine so it’s been
an adjustment for the kids.
CD: Can I ask what attracted you
to coaching at SLUH? Were you approached by the school?
KF: No, no. (Laughs) There was
plenty of people that applied for the
job. SLUH’s an awesome institution in St. Louis, obviously very well
known. My understanding is there
was 40-something people applied for
this job. They narrowed it down to
twelve in person interviews, narrowed
that down to three, and I was fortunate enough to be selected. As soon as
I saw the notice that Charlie retired I
contacted the school.

Adopt-A-Family (through December 10)
V Basketball vs. Southside Classic
7pm
Circus Club Performances
8pm
V Hockey vs. CBC
Lunch Special—George’s Chicken

Schedule R

“We’re moving in the right direction
and I think tonight’s game will be a
good test to see where we’re at.”
The SLUH hockey team hopes for
a large, rowdy crowd to cheer them on
tonight at Affton at 8:00. Clear your
schedules, Jr. Bills.

Schedule R
AP
Sophomore Class Mass
Lunch Special—Country Fried Steak

Schedule R

calendar | compiled by Jack Kiehl

are two of the top four teams that are,
what I consider, in the league overall.
Lindbergh, who’s outside of that, has
a really strong team as well. But, I’ve
been preaching to our kids that if we
get all 25 kids going in the same direction, and check their own agendas at
the door, then we’re going to be very
successful. That’s a challenge sometimes. But I totally respect and really
enjoy our team. I’ve got a feeling about
this team.
CD: So this being your first year
here, what are your long-term goals?
KF: Well, to do the best I can to
develop kids both on and off the ice.
I have no aspirations to further my
coaching career. My kids are all grown
and I’m just trying to give back to the
game and whatever I can do to help
these kids both academically, going
to college, or furthering their career
playing hockey is my number one
goal. It’s just trying to give as much
back as I can to the kids and making them feel good about, when they
graduate and come back for an alumni
game that there’s a good feeling there
for them.

Schedule R
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From left to right: seniors Mike Cella, Andrew Nguyen, Joe
Essig, Justin Mayfield, and Scottie Szewczyk pose for a picture
during their Kairos retreat.

Korections:
-The two Twelve Angry Men photos last issue should have been credited to Kathleen
Endicott.
-Fr. Tom Cummings’s heart attack was on Nov. 4, not Oct. 29.
The Prep News regrets these and all other errors.

