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Buzzer beater shocks Chaminade, nets MCC victory
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BY Brian Dugan
SPORTS EDITOR

O

n Friday night, the St. Louis
U. High basketball team (40, 1-0) defeated St. Mary’s 56-37
to defend its Southside Classic
crown. But the Jr. Bills had already been on that stage last season. Their bigger reward came on
Tuesday night, when they toppled
Chaminade 47-45 on a buzzerbeating lay-up by junior guard
Charlie Nester.
In the Southside Classic final,
SLUH continued its reign of terror
over its side of the bracket, holding the Dragons to only 37 points.
Their main goal in the game was
to shut down St. Mary’s forward
Josh Robinson, who scored 51
points combined in the first two
rounds of the tournament.
Behind a consistent offense
that scored 14 points in each
quarter, the SLUH defense was as
tight as it had been in the first two
games of the tournament, limiting
Robinson to 17 points. No other
Dragon scored more than eight
points, and the Jr. Bills forced 13
turnovers.
“(Our plan) was basically to
handle Robinson, because he was
basically their only real scorer,
Junior David Schmelter dunks against St. Mary in the Southside Classic title
game.

Land of the Eternal Spring:
Weber in Kunming, China
photo | courtesy of Noah Weber

Junior Noah Weber sightseeing on the Great Wall of China.
BY Keith Thomas and Kieran
Connolly
Reporter, Staff
unior Noah Weber took two
weeks off of school in November to travel to China, where he
observed an international Chinese language competition for
secondary students. The 5th Chi-

J

nese Bridge-Chinese Proficiency
Competition for Foreign Secondary Students was held in the city
of Kunming, the capital of China’s
southern Yunnan province.
Although the name may not
have much recognition in the
United States, Kunming is a growcontinued on page 5

The weekly student newspaper
of St. Louis University High School
4970 Oakland Ave. - St. Louis, MO 63110
(314) 531-0330 ext. 2241
online at sluh.org/prepnews
prepnews@sluh.org
©2012 St. Louis University High School Prep
News. No material may be reprinted without the
permission of the editors and moderator.

Bankruptcy of
baker leaves
Project planning
for new goodies
BY Sam
STAFF

Fentress

E

xactly three weeks ago, Hostess Brands, Inc., provider of
many an activity period snack,
notably at the Honduras Project
table, filed for bankruptcy. Although Hostess manufactured
a large majority of the products
sold by the Honduras Project,
Spanish teacher and Honduras
Project moderator Charlie Merriott said he doesn’t expect a significant loss of profit.
The profits of the Activity Period snack table, which go to the
Honduras Project fund to support the nutrition center and send
seniors there for their project,
consisted largely of money made
from sales of Hostess products.
Out of $100 of profits per week,
continued on page 5

49ers borrow SLUH turf before loss to Rams
BY Jonathon
REPORTER

Bartolone

photo | courtesy of Dick Wehner

L

ast Saturday looked like any
other Saturday up at the U.
High from the outside, with the
exception of some high-profile
guests: the NFC West divisionleading San Francisco 49ers.
The Niners arrived at the St.
Louis U. High campus at 1:00 p.m.
Saturday afternoon for a onehour walkthrough in preparation
for their game against the Rams
on Sunday. Students were not
told about the practice because
it was closed to the public and
was meant to be under-the-radar.
In fact, SLUH Athletic Director
Dick Wehner was convinced they
would not actually come.
“This is the third time the
49ers have contacted us. It’s not
out of the ordinary that they contacted us,” said Wehner, “It was
out of the ordinary that they actually came.”
When NFL teams travel, they
look for a facility that is private,
secluded, and close to their hotel.
The 49ers security director, Dan
Cory, came to SLUH that Thursday to inspect the facilities.
“(Cory) had his iPad out
taking a bunch of pictures,” said
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Deck the halls?
Web editor Mitch Mackowiak examines
Christmas spirit and what effect holiday
decorating has on the Christmas season.
Page 3
News

and he could make his own shots,”
said senior captain Zach Greiner.
“But once we stopped him, their
offense really struggled to get anything.”
The highlight of the game
came late in the second half, when
SLUH already had a comfortable
lead. Following a steal at midcourt by junior defensive specialist Ollie Tettamble, Nester dove
for the loose ball and passed from
his rear end to wide-open junior
David Schmelter, who pounded
home the breakaway with a dunk
that received applause and hollers
from the sparse student section.
SLUH wrapped up a 56-37
win behind junior forward Austin Sottile’s 13 points and 10 rebounds. As a team, the Jr. Bills
shot 45 percent from the floor
and 92 percent from the free
throw line while outrebounding
St. Mary’s 29-18.
After the game, Greiner and
Sottile were named to the alltournament team.
“It’s a neat honor,” said
Greiner. “It was the first year I was
named to (the all-tournament
team), and three or four guys definitely could’ve made it. It’s just
continued on page 4

No Hostess
for Honduras

SLUH tennis welcomes new coach
Former professional tennis player Mark
Hoppenjans fills coaching gap left by Zarrick. Page 6

49er players walk on SLUH’s football field before their St. Louis game.

Wehner.
NFL teams may commit to
a facility, and then back out the
day they were supposed to use it.
Sometimes the decision comes
down to the coach’s preference
the day of the scheduled walkthrough.
“One time the 49ers’ were
supposed to come, I had tickets
to the Mizzou versus KU football
game that weekend. I cancelled
that weekend,” said Wehner.
Wehner received a phone call
Friday morning from Cory assuring him they would be using the
facilities on Saturday. The 49ers
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In Business
Seniors Woeltje, Smith, and Marshall hit
the market with SLUH’s first business club
moderated by Joe Komos. Page 2
News

Bones for Africa
Students build skeletons for National Mall
in One Million Bones program to fund
prevention of genocide in Africa.
Pages 4-5

arrived Saturday afternoon with
a police escort, four team buses,
and security personnel. SLUH
shut the gate to the Berthold Ave.
turnaround, and security was
placed at all entrances to the stadium. Cory was adamant that nobody see the practice. The 49ers
even had one security guard in
the Science Center’s bridge over
Highway 40.
“I actually told him his best
bet was the soccer field,” said
Wehner,.“You’re out of the way,
you’re down, no one can see you
from Oakland Ave., and no one
continued on page 8

Sports

IceBills dominate Cadets
The SLUH hockey team topples archrival
CBC 2-1 in Affton, hopes to continue winning streak. Page 7
New plans for swim team
Athletic department seeks new direction
under different leadership for the swimming program. Page 4
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With guest coach, ChessBills topple Vianney B team
BY Jack Sinay
REPORTER

T

he St. Louis U. High chess
team barely edged out Vianney’s B team. The match was held
in room 215C at 4:00. The ChessBills were without their coach,
Latin teacher Jim Gioia, and were
instead coached by art teacher
Joan Bugnitz for this matchup.
The team turned in a surprising victory, winning 7-13. They
did, unfortunately, lose on the
first boards, manned by sophomore Michael Winkelmann and
junior Alvaro Gudiswitz.
The team rallied behind
boards one, four, and five as they
built their way back up.
Senior Joe Grady, who was in
charge of the first board, said, “It
came down to John Esswein (who
was fourth board), so everyone
sort of surrounded his game.”
The victory was crucial for
the ChessBills.
“Since I’ve been on the team,
we haven’t started 2-0,” said
Grady, “so it’s nice to know that
we’re undefeated.”
The team lost to a strong
Vianney team last year so it was
excited to be able to avenge that
loss, especially since it gave them
to such a strong start.
The Chess team’s only other

matchup was Wednesday, Nov. 28
against Alton. They swept them,
despite it being an away match.
“We had a really good start to the
season,” said Gioia.
The team now looks forward
to their next match against Metro,
one of the hardest teams on their
schedule, according to Gioia,
coming up next Wednesday at
SLUH.
The ChessBills look up to
their first board, senior Joe Grady,
and second board, sophomore
Michael Winkelmann, as leaders to help them succeed through
their tough schedule. Gioia pointed out that Winkelmann is the
youngest player in the team’s top
five boards.
“He’s a very strong player,”
said Gioia.
Junior Alvaro Gudiswitz is
the team’s third board.
The team will then continue
on to compete against Ladue,
Burroughs, Crossroads (whom
Gioia called second-best on their
schedule), and Clayton, before
facing both Belleville East and
West.
Despite their tough schedule,
the ChessBills are trying to compete for a fourth and final spot in
the playoffs out of the ten teams in
their division. Gioia expects Vi-

anney, Crossroads, and Metro to
be “towards the top,” and believes
that SLUH will end up battling it
out with Ladue and Burroughs.
Gioia explained that although they are competing for a
shot at the playoffs, the real goal

of the season is to improve “by
playing a lot and thinking about
how we play, we hope to just get
better.”
The chess team has also sponsored a school-wide tournament
so far this year. The tournament,

which was double-elimination, is
projected to finish by next Monday.
Gioia claimed that the tournament is taking a while because
of the double-elimination structure.
photo | Joe Kreienkamp

Senior Joe Grady surveys the board against a Vianney opponent on Wednesday.

Open for business: Ignatian Business
Leaders
move into rec room
Stephen Lumetta

ScholarBills collect trophies

T

T

BY
CORE STAFF

he Ignatian Business Leaders,
a new club devoted to learning about business, is hitting the
market with their own business
at St. Louis U. High. Founded
by seniors Austin Smith, John
Woeltje, and Reid Marshall, the
club opened its business, which
sells food and beverages in the
concession stand in the pool hall,
last week.
The Ignatian Business Leaders have been working on opening up shop for several months.
The group came up with the idea
last April.
“I started talking to my
friends … and we kind of just
joked about it for a bit and then
noticed that this could become a
reality and would be a really cool
thing to try,” said Smith.
The group first approached
social studies teacher Bill Brown
before discussing their idea for a
student business with Principal
John Moran and Assistant Principal Brock Kesterson. That’s where
Vice President of Administration
Joe Komos came in.
“I kind of got involved at Mr.
Brown’s suggestion because he assumed I might know something
about business,” said Komos.
Because the club wanted to
have an authentic business experience, Komos guided the club to
set them up as a real business.
“One of the steps—and this
was part of the learning experience—was we looked at what was
the best structure for the club?
We ended up determining that a
partnership was the best structure so they created a partnership
agreement,” said Komos. “They
have a federal tax ID; they have a
state tax ID so they are truly set

up as if they are a real business,
which they are.”
Like any new business, the
Ignatian Business Leaders needed
capital to start up. The members
decided to supply seed money
themselves by each buying an
interest in the partnership. The
next step involved obtaining food
to sell, which the Ignatian Business Leaders buy from Food Service Consultants (FSC). As part
of their contract with FSC, the
club cannot undersell FSC on the
same items.
“We act as a broker for them,”
said Marshall of the relationship
between Ignatian Business Leaders and FSC.
After all the agreements and
legal obligations were settled, the
business was finally ready to sell
their food offerings to the SLUH
community last week. There has
not yet been a lot of publicity
about the club, though the club
plans to change that.
“We’ve been doing a soft
opening, getting our inventory in
check before we start publicizing
ourselves to the rest of the school,”
said Woeltje.
On Monday, the club will roll
out their plans to revitalize the
pool hall and make it a hangout
place, just like the Si Commons.
“We’re going to brighten up
the place, kind of bring a new life
to it,” said Woeltje. “That’s when
we’re going to start advertising
ourselves.”
Long-term, the club is planning on carrying non-food merchandise, like items that people
would find in the bookstore. The
Ignatian Business Leaders are already talking to the Sustainability Committee about selling the
Committee’s fair trade and sustainable products.

“We’re interested in partnering up with Honduras (senior
project group) … There’s no need
to compete in this school, we can
all be friends,” said Woeltje, on
the other student group selling
food to the student body.
“We don’t want to take away
from them. We want to work together with them so we can both
gain from our experiences,” said
Smith on partnering with the
Honduras group. Smith said that
if the Ignatian Business Leaders
partner with the Honduras group,
all profits would go to the Honduras mission since it is a charitable
cause.
“We’re also offering any other
clubs that want their merchandise
sold on a continuous basis, we can
put it up and sell that as well,” said
Smith, adding that clubs would
profit from the venture as well.
As far as money goes, the
club will give back to the school,
whether it’s through a club donation or the big pool hall project,
which will be unveiled Monday.
In order to encourage student involvement, the Ignatian Business
Leaders will have opportunities
for participation available. Smith
encouraged anyone interested in
business to try it.
“It’s a cool model. You’re not
going to profit off it too much—
there’s the possibility, but it’s more
the model and the experience of
it,” said Smith. He also said that
there was not as big of a risk as
there would be in the real business world since the Ignatian
Business Leaders have the backing of SLUH.
The group’s goals, besides expansion, include getting students
involved in the day-to-day business aspect.
continued on page 8

BY Sidarth
REPORTER

Iyer

he Prep League Scholar
Bowl Season concluded this
Wednesday with overall success
for the Jr. Bills. All three squads—
Varsity A, Varsity B, and Junior
Varsity —qualified for this year’s
championship bracket. Varsity A
and the JV squads earned trophy
spots.
Varsity A, led by senior captain Matt Rechtien, earned the
top spot among the varsity competition. Varsity A started off the
final day of league competition
against a fierce St. Joseph’s Academy A.
After lagging behind at the
halfway point, the team pulled
through in the last two questions
of the match to clinch victory and
earn a spot in the championship
match against Lutheran South A.
Lutheran South A fought aggressively as expected, but Varsity
A managed to hold a safe lead
through the match, ultimately
earning an impressive first place
finish.
Senior Kieran Connolly said
that the victory “felt pretty good,
considering we lost to DeSmet
last year (at the League Championship Match), and we really
worked for it.”
Varsity B fell early in its playoff hopes, losing in its first cham-

pionship bracket match against
St. Joseph’s Academy A. The Varsity B made an early error which
St. Joe’s capitalized on. Even with
tremendous effort and a catch-up
race towards the end of the match,
Varsity B couldn’t close the small
margin and fell to the consolation
rounds.
As disappointing as the
loss to St. Joe’s A was, glory still
met Varsity B in the consolation rounds as they showed clear
dominance over Lutheran South
B, Rosati-Kain A, and DeSmet D.
Junior Robert Hayes said that
he was “content with how league
went and had a lot of fun.”
Hayes also noted that Varsity
B’s success in league is an accomplishment considering Varsity B
never fielded its complete team
during any part of the season.
JV, guided by captain Connor
Brinkmann, also saw the podium
stand, earning third place in the
JV bracket. JV came out strong,
easily defeating Cor Jesu it its first
match of the night.
Directly afterwards however,
Chaminade returned the favor,
removing JV’s championship
match hopes. Luckily, the Jr. Bills
recollected themselves before entering the third place match and
managed to edge out Rosati-Kain
at the very last question to earn
the medal.
continued on page 8
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2014
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Notebook
Deck the Halls a little more
subtly
BY Mitch Mackowiak
WEB EDITOR

W

Ceramic bones made in Rebholz’s class that will eventually sit on the National Mall.
BY Will
STAFF

Smith

S

t. Louis U. High art students,
under the direction of ceramics teacher Sarah Rebholz,
are making bones from clay and
sending them to Washington,
D.C. for display on the National
Mall as part of a national project
called One Million Bones, which
seeks to raise awareness and raise
funds for the prevention of genocide in Africa.
Naomi Natale, an artist who
has spent time in Africa and seen
genocide first-hand, founded the
organization. While in Africa she
felt that art could help the people
there and when she returned to
the States, she started the One
Million Bones project.
The organization has participants from all over the country,
and has already staged smaller
bone collections in Albuquerque
and Tallahassee. The bones represent the lives lost to genocide in
the Congo, Sudan, and Rwanda,
lives which the organization argues could be saved if the U. S.
government and others would focus on genocide and do more to
prevent it.
The website for One Million

Bones says “the installation will
serve as a collaboration site of
conscience to remember victims
and survivors, and as a visible
petition to raise awareness of the
issue and to call upon our government to take more action.”
“I think it has been really
neat to have the students be part
of a movement as great as this,”
said Rebholz.
SLUH ceramic students
have made almost 180 bones
this month, and Rebholz plans
to make more bones with other
art classes. History teacher Matt
Buha and theology teacher Diego
Navarro both plan to have their
students spend a day in the ceramics studio making bones.
Before each class starts the
work on their bones, Assistant
Principal for Mission Jim Linhares, who told Rebholz about the
idea, talks to each class and shows
a short video on the genocide in
the Congo, Sudan, and Rwanda.
Linhares heard about the
idea from Grace Marting, a friend
who is leading the St. Louis campaign to make bones. Marting has
a deal with Krueger Pottery so
that people who make bones for
One Million Bones will get a dis-

Dead language, new tech
BY Jack Godar
CORE STAFF

L

ast Friday, Latin teachers Jim
Gioia and Jennifer Ice attended a conference focused on using
new technology to help teach a
very old language.
The conference, titled “I
Came, I Saw, I Clicked,” was offered by the Ascanius Institute,
which aims to promote Latin in
grade schools and high schools.
The presenter at the conference,
Kristen Bortner, teaches at Collinsville High School.
“She uses a lot of technology
in her class, so she was speaking
not only on behalf of Ascanius,
but was showing us the type of
things she does in her class as
well,” Gioia said.
Bortner showed the attendees various methods of incorporating technology into the Latin
classroom, including Quia, Quizlet, and Voki, the last of which
allows teachers to create avatars,
and then make the avatars say

things in Latin. She also showed
a few iPad apps, which especially
impressed Gioia.
“Some of this stuff is really just a way to dress up what
you’re already doing, but some of
the materials out there are really
pretty powerful and add a lot to
what we already do. A couple of
the applications we saw were only
for the iPad, but they were pretty
powerful things,” Gioia said. “If
one day there are iPads around
(the Latin program) we could
probably make pretty good use of
that.”
Gioia also said that while he
enjoyed the conference, he believes that implementing a lot of
the technology displayed in the
conference could take a significant amount of time.
“I liked it a lot. There were a
lot of positives, a lot of good ideas
there,” Gioia said. “My impression
was that it definitely takes a considerable amount of time to implement a lot of that stuff.”

count on clay.
“I think the project is a good
idea because it raises awareness
that genocide is still an issue in
the world and is not just in the
past,” said junior Adam Lux.
The bones made by SLUH
students will be sent to Washington in February or March and
added to the bones made by other
groups. A truck will come to the
St. Louis area contributors to collect bones and then send them off
to Washington for the national
event. In a ceremony planned for
April, the bones collected from
around the country will be laid
out from the Capitol to the Washington Monument.
The event is planned to help
contribute to the funds of those
organizations that fight the genocide in African countries. The
organization hopes that for each
bone, $15 will be contributed so
that the organization can donate
$15 million dollars to prevent
genocide.
“I have asked the students to
keep a spirit of reflection while
making (the bones) to keep with
the seriousness of the project,”
said Rebholz.
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hat if we didn’t decorate
anything for Christmas?
This year I’ve noticed how
quickly everyone strung their
lights and how those all-toofamiliar holiday tunes started
permeating the airwaves before
December. For me, the Christmas
season doesn’t start until St. Nick’s
day, so there’s been a nearly twoweek disconnect between the environment and my mindset (even
then, I don’t don that mindset as
quickly and completely as a festive sweater).
So I’ve had an opportunity to
view how we celebrate Christmas
from a (somewhat) neutral perspective, and it’s both irked and
worried me.
My first worry is that all
our Christmas paraphernalia
has this Pavlovian effect on us. If
there were no lights, no trees, no
blow-up Santas, then how much
holiday spirit would remain? If
you say “Christmas” to me, I will
think of objects because many
of my memories are anchored in
things.
I could certainly tell you
when I got a particular gift, but I’d
think more about my living room,
which has the highest concentration of Christmas spirit in our
household. The illuminated evergreen laden with ornaments, the
Christmas-themed books stacked
on the coffee table, stockings on
the mantle, and even little things
like a set of Russian nesting dolls
of the North Pole cast—these all
contribute to the atmosphere of
Christmas for me. If you took
them away, I would lose the feeling I get from being in that atmosphere.
But if that happens, would I
find that Christmas atmosphere
somewhere else? Having been de-

tached from materials, would the
source of the warm, fuzzy Christmas feeling centralize on a more
intangible construct?
My second worry is that the
symbols that make Christmas
authentic have been poisoned
by stores and lose much of their
meaning. (Or already have been.
I’m already sick of commercials
that include cheeky Santas.)
Charles Schultz shares my
sentiment, I think, in A Charlie
Brown Christmas. When Linus
and Charlie wander through the
local aluminum-choked Christmas ‘tree’ lot, the gigantic flashy
trees are sketched into the backdrop. The pathetic little twig of a
tree they choose is the only one
drawn in the foreground, and it’s
isolated from all the others.
So I’ll amend my first ponderance for something a little
less radical: What if we celebrated Christmas humbly? In other
words, simplified our celebration?
I’m not saying we should all
go out and buy replica Charlie
Brown Christmas trees. In order
to make Christmas meaningful
you need to use symbols meaningful to yourself as an individual
or family. The beauty of that is,
it could be anything. We were
taught that the lights and deckedout trees and music meant Christmas, and that has sapped some
individual meaning and that’s still
the case.
One of my symbols actually
is a replica Charlie Brown Christmas tree. Without its history, the
sculpture itself screams Christmas in an unassuming way. It
feels like with all the commercial
decorations they’re trying force
the Christmas spirit on everyone,
as if it’s required, and that’s no
good. What is good is something
you can choose to pay attention
to.
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Graczak to depart as swim coach after three seasons with the team
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BY Joe Kreienkamp
CORE STAFF

A

fter three years of coaching
Saint Louis U. High’s swim
team, head coach Rachel Graczak
will not be returning to the program next year.
The athletic department evaluates coaches and programs every
year. This year, after Graczak’s
evaluation, the athletic department decided that there needed
to be a change in the swimming
program.
“The athletic department
chose not to offer her a contract
for next year,” said Athletic Director Dick Wehner. “We felt it was
time for the swim program to
move in a different direction under different leadership.”
Graczak declined to comment for this article.
Although Wehner made no
mention of specific reasons, senior captains Chris Favier and
Ryan Caselton said that there
were periods of tension and lack
of communication between the
players and the coach that affected the overall environment.
Favier noted that the swimmers were sometimes at fault. In
a pre-season meeting, Graczak
and the captains discussed the
upcoming season in an effort to
ensure a success.
“We were going to swim
harder, we had set rules for the
team, and frankly those rules
weren’t exactly followed,” said Favier.
“The swimmers didn’t exactly
do everything they needed to do.
Some swimmers just didn’t want
to swim, who would hide under
the water, not come to practice,
and that’s the swimmers’ fault,”
said Favier.
“I was disappointed in some
of the leadership this year on all

fronts,” said Wehner.
Last Friday, Wehner called
the swimmers together for an
activity period meeting. Wehner
addressed the swimmers and he
mentioned that Graczak would
not be returning to the swimming program at SLUH. During
the meeting, Wehner voiced his
opinion about the program, and
promised the athletes that he
would do his best to find the right
coach for them.
“I might not find the best
swim coach. What I am going to
try to do is find the best swim
coach for St. Louis U. High. There
could be a big difference between
the two,” said Wehner.
Graczak was hired by SLUH
in July of 2010, shortly after thencoach Fritz Long made known
to the athletic department that
he would not be returning to the
swimming program. Long waited
until late April to express his intentions to Wehner, so Wehner
was pressed to find a coach immediately.
“We had like two months
to find a coach and Rachel did a
heck of a job coming out of the
blue,” said Wehner.
Graczak, who was chosen for
the position on short notice did
very well during her career, winning two MCC titles in her three
years.
The team finished sixth in the
State tournament and had a state
champion diver last year.
Under Graczak’s term, SLUH
also hosted the MCC tournament
for the first time ever.
Spanish teacher Kevin Moore
worked with Graczak during the
season.
“Coach Graczak and I always
got along very well. I thought that
we had a very good relationship
and I always felt that her heart

From left to right: 2012 graduates Peter Derdeyn, Amir Paschal, and Sam Erlinger pose with Rachel Graczak after
last year’s sixth place finish at State. Graczak will not be returning as coach next season.

was in the right place and that
her main interest was really trying to help our boys do well,” said
Moore.
Favier and Caselton agreed
that Graczak cared about the
team.
“She really liked being out
there and she took an attachment to some of the players,” said
Caselton.
“I think she’s a good person
at heart because she’s always looking for the good of people,” said
Favier.
Wehner expressed that the
decision was not easy, given Graczak’s dedication to the swimming
program.
“Coach Graczak is a very,
very good woman, a very kind
woman, a very caring woman.
This probably wasn’t the best fit
for her,” said Wehner. “I taught at
Our Lady of Lourdes in U. City,
I’ve taught at DeSmet, I’ve taught

at Priory… none of them were a
very good fit for me, for whatever
reason.”
Wehner continues to work to
find a coach adequate for SLUH.
He has contacted several people
about the coaching opening, but
so far, all candidates have declined because of conflicts.
“There were a couple people
who I had pinpointed about the
possibility of doing this. I have already got an answer that their job
will not allow them,” said Wehner.
Wehner said that the two
other people on the coaching staff,
assistant coach Kevin Moore and
diving coach Brenndan LeBrun
did not wish to be head coach.
“I knew even before this happened that they were not interested in being the head coach. They
definitely want to be part of the
program. They were not interested in taking on the head coaching
position,” said Wehner.

Wehner is also looking for
someone who can be ready for
practice at 3:15 p.m. in order to
get the most out of each day.
“The ideal candidate would
be someone on campus,” said
Wehner.
Wehner will continue to
search for a swim coach that is
best for the players. Wehner expects to have help from the swimming coaches as the athletic department gets closer to finding a
coach.
“Mr. LeBrun and Mr. Moore
will be a part of the interview
process when we start interviewing people. [Assistant Athletic
Director Tim] Rittenhouse will
also be on there. At this time, I do
not foresee any parents nor any
swimmers being involved in the
process,” said Wehner.

Basketball drops the Devils at the buzzer for MCC regular season win
(continued from page 1)
nice to be chosen.”
“It meant a lot for me individually,” Sottile said of the honor.
“And it was also cool for our team
to win the tournament.
Head coach Erwin Claggett
believes the tournament victory
prepared his team for its duel with
Chaminade.
“We didn’t even look at the
3-0 start,” Claggett said. “The
things that we’ve kind of been
harping on is playing good defensively and being that kind of
tough-minded team, and letting
that kind of dictate where everything goes. … the defensive pressure that we had in the tournament really helped propel us and
prepare us for the game we had
out on the road (at Chaminade),
because that was kind of a grindit-out game.”
The Chaminade game certainly wasn’t the cakewalk that the
tournament games were. Seeking its first regular season Metro
Catholic Conference win since
beating Vianney 57-53 three seasons ago on Feb. 9, 2010, SLUH
was well aware of the upgrade in
its competition as it geared up to
face the sixth-ranked Red Devils
Despite leading 11-10 after

the first quarter, the Jr. Bills found
themselves down at halftime 2519.
In the third quarter, the Jr.
Bills locked in on defense as well
as they had throughout the tournament, shutting Chaminade
down for only four points. When
Greiner made a layup while being
fouled, he put SLUH up for the
first time since early in the second. From there, Chaminade tied
the game back up by the end of
the quarter, 29-29.
Then came the fourth quarter.
In the first minute and 12
seconds, SLUH went on a 7-0 run
to take a 36-29 lead. But Chaminade slowly worked its way back
into the game, forcing turnover
after turnover on its full-court
press. After Sottile (team-leading
20 points) missed his second free
throw attempt on a one-and-one,
the Red Devils had trimmed the
deficit to 45-42 with 19.8 seconds
remaining.
Chaminade brought the ball
up-court quickly. The Jr. Bills
tried not to foul, but as the Chaminade player made a layup, the
ref ’s whistle blew. The Red Devil
made the free throw to tie the
game 45-45 with only 8.3 seconds
remaining.

Trying to beat the press that
had stifled them in the second
half, the Jr. Bills gave Sottile the
ball on the in-bound pass. As Sottile crossed midcourt, he lost his
handle on the ball, but it rolled
directly to freshman Matt Nester,
who passed to his brother Charlie
underneath the basket for a wideopen layup as time expired.
Nester said he’d never experienced anything close to that special so far at SLUH.
“I looked up as (the ball) fell
through, and (the clock) was at
0.1,” Nester said. “…I just started
going nuts, and next thing I know,
I’m at half-court with SLUH Mo
and like 30 other dudes on me.”
Led by the Blue Crew, the student section (which had been going back-and-forth with Chaminade’s Red Army throughout the
game) rushed the court. The victory gave SLUH only its second
4-0 start in 20 years, and its first
since the 2009-10 season, in addition to the significant MCC win.
Claggett admitted to getting caught up in the excitement
of the moment too, and said that
he didn’t mean for the celebration
to be rude in any way. But he did
acknowledge how special the student section was for him and the
players.

“That was a really neat deal
that we had a lot of the students
here coming out to support us,”
Claggett said. “That really gave
us a boost, and those guys (the
students) don’t understand how
much they mean to this program.

Now hopefully, they continue to
do that.”
SLUH opened up the Webster Classic last night against Marquette. See the Nightbeat below
for results of the Marquette game
and details of tonight’s game.

Nightbeat:
The Jr. Bills dropped their first game of the Webster
Classic last night to Marquette, 47-42. They play
Hazelwood West in the consolation bracket tonight
at 5:30 at Webster Groves High School.

comic | Maxwell Garr

This comic does not necessarily represent the opinion of the Prep
News or St. Louis U. High.
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Gruss plugs into technology department Weber, ’14, visits China
photo | Mr. Matt Sciuto

Linda Gruss
BY Jacob
REPORTER

Hilmes

S

t. Louis U. High’s technology department added a new
member to its high-tech task force
this week. Linda Gruss comes
from the Valley Park School District with seven years of technology support and web design experience, and began on Monday,
Dec. 3.
“Everything seems to be going good,” said Gruss. “I’m really
trying to learn the building, figure
out where I am, and I have a lot of
people to meet. It’s kind of tough
coming in mid-year. Obviously I
haven’t been interacting with all
the staff to know who’s who yet,
but I’m still learning.”

Gruss will be filling in the
gap left by IT Specialist John Haefele. Haefele left suddenly over the
summer to take a job at Scott Air
Force Base, working for the defense and information technology
contractor CACI, Inc. (see volume 77, issue one)
Since Haefele’s departure in
June, the short-staffed department has been aided by current
junior Leo Mitchell as well as recent graduates Spencer Vogel and
Matt Cooley. Haefele’s absence
has been an inconvenience for the
department, resulting in a disruption of efficiency with duties such
as laptop purchase and distribution.
However, Gruss seems to be
capable of taking responsibility
and rising up to the challenge.
“It’s been a warm reception
everywhere we’ve gone. She’s been
picking up things quickly and
seems eager to learn, and we’re
looking forward to what she’ll
bring in days to come,” said Director of Information Technology
Jon Dickmann.
Choosing a suitable and
compatible faculty member for
the technology department called
for unique requirements. Principal John Moran underlined the

need for someone invested not
only in technology, but in education as well.
“They’re involved in the life
of the school beyond the wiring and the keyboards and the
screens,” said Moran back in August. “You have lots of people out
there with technical skill. What
you don’t have much of is people
who’ve worked in schools before,
and understand a little bit about
Catholic education and Jesuit
education beyond the technology
side.”
Along with Gruss’ educational experience, she also brings
additional technical skills.
““We (the technology department) all share the same basic
load of supporting the computers
around the school,” said Dickmann. “One of the things specific
about Miss Gruss is she has her
degrees in graphic design. She has
done a lot of web design for Valley Park, and we’re hoping to have
her work on some of our internal
websites.”
“It was just a good opportunity to come here and do something different,” said Gruss. “It
was a good change.”

Speech establishes strong lead at Nerinx
BY Marty
REPORTER

Johnson

T

he St. Louis U. High speech
team was simply spectacular
last Sunday at its second speech
meet of the year, held at Nerinx
Hall.
After a shaky first meet at
Borgia on Oct. 21, the team only
had a ten-point lead over St. Joseph’s Academy for the top spot in
the league.
“The first meet is always
hard,” said speech coach Kathryn Whitaker. “Most people have
done productions or sports in the
fall, so there isn’t as much time to
practice.”
With one meet under their
belts, the Speechbills were able to
bounce back and dominate Sunday. The team had over 10 top-

two finishes. Most notable were
seniors Joe Essig in Duet and
Humorous/Serious and Harry
Parker in storytelling, and juniors
Michael Schimmele in prose, Tom
Fields in radio broadcasting, and
sophomore Joe Slama in storytelling. Each finished with at least
one first place finish, with Essig and Slama claiming two first
place finishes. Slama was perhaps
the most improved of all winners,
after not placing at all in the first
meet.
“The biggest differences that
helped me were using less distracting hand motions and just
relaxing,” Slama said.
“There was a lot of individual
improvement,” Whitaker said.
Because of their stellar performance Sunday, the Speechbills

have earned a total of 147 points
over the first two meets, which
adds up to a comfortable 30-point
first place lead over St. Joe’s.
“The entire team blew the
competition out of the water this
round,” Parker said.
“I am very pleased with our
performance so far,” Whitaker
added.
The team has two remaining meets, the next to be held at
SLUH on Feb. 10. The final meet
will be at Incarnate Word on Feb.
24.
Of his expectations for the
rest of the season, Parker said, ”I
have no doubt that SLUH will be
taking first place this year, especially if we keep improving like
we have been.”

Hostess bankruptcy forces Honduras to
abandon donettes and ding dongs
(continued from page 1)
the group received around $75
from Hostess products, according
to Merriott.
“We just have to come up
with something else to sell,” said
Merriott, who mentioned that
the group would be vending Gus’
Pretzels today. In addition to selling pretzels twice a month, the
group is planning to sell small
Ted Drewes Frozen Custard cups
a few times per month.
“I’d personally be willing to
buy (Gus’ Pretzels), so I hope other people will be,” said senior Jacob Daugherty, who works at the
snack table. “It’s just a test run, to
see what we’re going to do.”
The deal with Gus’ Pretzels
requires a trip to the Gus’ Pretzel shop to buy the pretzels in the
morning. As part of the deal with
Gus’, the Project will sell the pretzels fresh so they don’t hurt Gus’

reputation. Merriott said that the
group is considering preselling
the pretzels as well, to prevent
loses in case the pretzels don’t sell
well.
Merriott said the Project will
continue to sell candy, chips, and
“whatever else we can get our
hands on.”
Among the Hostess products
originally sold by the Project are
Twinkies, Donettes, Ding-Dongs,
Ho-Ho’s, Dunkin Stix, and Fruit
Pies. Merriott said that the junk
food aura that surrounds Hostess
products helped sell the food.
“That’s what everybody
wants to eat. There was a time
when we tried to get away from
Hostess and sell some healthy
stuff, but that bombed horribly,
because they were selling Hostess
in the cafeteria, and everybody
went down to the cafeteria to buy
Hostess products,” said Merriott.

Merriott mentioned that
even if the company does get in
some way restructured, there is
a possibility that the Project will
not return to selling their products, as part of the incentive was
financial.
“We get it cheaper from (the
outlet stores), and I had a deal
with the one store where I went
because I spend over $200 a week
there,” said Merriott. “Normally
the products cost a dollar, but
we were getting them for seventy
cents an item.”
Despite the passing of massproduced baked goods from the
scene, the members of the Honduras Project are confident.
“We’re SLUH. We’re going to
come up with something,” said
Daugherty. “I’m not too worried
about it. We’ll be creative and try
to come up with something else.”

(continued from page 1)
ing, bustling city with a population of six million.
“The surrounding area was
growing ridiculously quickly,”
said Weber, who added that most
migrants are coming from surrounding provinces or areas. Weber also said that there is “no suburban China”—the new residents
are housed in large apartment
buildings that are springing up all
over the outskirts of the city.
Hanban, the Chinese government’s office for promoting
the Chinese language, sponsored
the competition and Weber’s
trip. The name Hanban may be
familiar to SLUH students—the
organization helped to establish the Confucius Classroom in
the Robinson Library in 2010.
Weber and Danny Martin,
a Priory student, were the first
student-observers from the St.
Louis area invited to attend the
competition. Chinese professor Li
Fang of Webster University also
accompanied the students on the
trip. Weber and Martin observed
a pair of competitors from Dallas,
who ultimately won the competition.
Three U.S. teams attended
the conference, each with two or
three observers. A total of 208
students attended the conference,
representing 47 countries.
Weber and the observers
had taken anywhere between
two and four years of Chinese,
so many participants were able
to speak and communicate with
others in the Chinese language.
The average day for Weber
and his group consisted of having breakfast at their hotel, then
going to Yunnan Normal University, where they would listen
to speeches from the administrators and then perform some kind
of organized activity. They would
have lunch and observe activity in
the evening, which was often at
the university. Although Weber
said it had its positives, the structured day also left very little freedom for the students.
Competition events lasted
only three days of the two weeks.
The first day and last days were
the opening and closing ceremonies, and so they were less intense.
On second day, however, the
competitors composed a speech
and performed a Chinese cultural
activity such as calligraphy or a
song. Participants took an objective test, which, combined with
the individual speeches, made up
most of the criteria for judging.
“Each team had two competitors … and each team had two or
three observers. The team that I
was actually with won the compe-

5

tition,” Weber said.
Weber also got very personal exposure to Chinese culture.
“I took a calligraphy course,
and then we spent two separate
days going to a middle school and
a high school, which was really
eye-opening. The middle schoolers did their daily exercises for us
… they all marched in a line and
did their calisthenics,” Weber said.
“We observed a Chinese literature
class, and none of us could follow
anything that was going on.”
“We were sort of the face of the
competition,” Weber said. “While
the competitors were working,
taking tests, writing speeches,
and working on cultural activities, we were parading around
Kunming showing off international interest in Chinese culture.”
Red banners were hung
around the city welcoming Weber
his fellow competitors, and police
halted traffic for their caravan,
about 15 buses of competitors and
observers. Passersby would stop to
take pictures with the competitors.
“We were the talk of
the
town,”
said
Weber.
The province of Yunnan,
China, is very ethnically diverse.
The nation’s population is 95 percnet Han Chinese, while Yunnan
is only about 65 percent Han with
the other 35 percent made up of
smaller ethnic groups.
Weber said, “A lot of our time
was spent learning about (the
different cultural groups in Yunnan).”
The school that Weber and
the other Chinese Bridge participants visited was specifically for
ethnic minority students.
Weber noted many other
cultural differences, such as their
reception of foreigners. “We have
the Chinese exchange program,
and when (the exchange students)
come to SLUH, we will say ‘Hello,’
or ask some things about them,
but these people would take pictures with you and they’d want to
ask things about America,” said
Weber.
Weber was a little surprised
by the Chinese attitude towards
politics. “The Chinese people
have interesting things to say
about their government, and not
all of them are positive,” Weber
said. “It’s not this sort of stereotypical thought that the people
are fooled into blindly living
their lives. There’s actually critical thought and people would be
willing to go into that.”
Although he hasn’t decided
yet, Weber is strongly considering returning to China for the
next Chinese Bridge competition,
which will be held at a different
location.
photo | courtesy of Noah Weber

Noah Weber on his two week trip to China.

6

Prep News
Volume 77, Issue 13

SPORTS

December 7, 2012

Racquetball digs beyond top seeds to claim tourney title Hoppenjans
hired as new
Thomas Riganti
round where he played Parkway Schneier had squeaked past Jadali
Struggling at the top varsity
West’s No. 3 seed, Eddie O’Neil. earlier in the season in a tiebreak- seeds can be partly attributed to tennis coach
epth: it’s what enabled the St. O’Neil claimed the victory in two er. Schneier took control in the the high level of competition that
BY
STAFF

D

Louis U. High racquetball
team to obliterate the competition at the annual Winter Rollout
Tournament once again. Players
from top to bottom advanced
deep into most of the six nonweighted brackets.
Head coach Joe Koestner
said that depth is “one of the most
important aspects of the SLUH
racquetball program.”
Three first place finishes by
sophomores Kevin Schneier (division two), Michael Warfield
(division five) and Eric Berg (division six) gave SLUH 150 points.
Two second place finishes by
sophomores Mitchell Henning
(division four) and Corey Renaud
(division five) added another 50
points to SLUH’s total.
Various round of 16, quarterfinal, and semifinal victories
made up the rest of SLUH’s final
800 point total. Lindbergh, at second place, trailed with 385 points.
The top four seeds on varsity
did not fare as well as the lower JV
teams, as all four were knocked
out of division one in the second
round.
First seeded junior Thomas
Riganti got a bye to the second

games.
Second seeded senior Lorenzo Crim played Parkway West’s
No. 2 seed Ryan Schreiber. Crim
had lost to Schreiber earlier in
the season and looked to avenge
that loss, but could not pull off the
win, leaving only the No. 3 and
No. 4 seeds for SLUH.
Third-seeded Junior Alex
Burbee took the first game off
Parkway West’s top seeded Curtis Smith. Smith fired back in
the second game to put it into a
tiebreaker. Smith won the tiebreaker, placing SLUH’s hopes
for advancing in the first division
upon senior A.J. Cirillo at the No.
4 seed. Cirillo beat Kirkwood’s
No. 1 Danny Gray in the first
game, but lost the second game.
Gray narrowly took the tiebreaker, ending SLUH’s run in the first
division.
Highlights from the varsity
team included Schneier’s victory
in division two and junior Jacob
Abrahamian’s run into the semifinal where he lost to Schneier.
Schneier beat Abrahamian in two
quick games to put him in the
finals, where he played Parkway
West’s No. 6 seed Sonny Jadali.

beginning of the first game but
could not finish Jadali, who went
on to win the first game. Schneier
barely beat Jadali in the second to
put the match into a tiebreaker
where he pummeled Jadali to win
the division.
Reflecting on poor performances at the varsity level, Koestner said “prospects for State are
not strong. The doubles team and
the lower seeds are going to have
to come through.”

the league has not seen before.
“It’s the best we have ever
had,” said Koestner. “The competition is deeper.
“The uphill climb toward
State and Nationals is a daunting task that relies on the players’ ability to practice in high
level competition outside of the
league,” said Koestner. “We’ve
got our work cut out for us. . . .
It’s whether or not the kids feel the
drive to make it happen.”
photo | courtesy of MOHSRA

Coaches Joe Koestner, Robert Hoffman, and Ryan Franklin pose with players after a blowout victory at the annual Winter Rollout Tournament.

Hockey tops CBC, Oakville, improves record to 7-1
Bills avenge earlyseason loss to
MCC rival with
heavy fan support
BY Nicholas
REPORTER

C

“

Kimble

-B-C-ya” echoed through
the crowded hockey rink last
Friday night after the buzzer, St.
Louis U. High having topped its
archrival 2-1.
Lines wrapped around the
parking lot at Affton for close to
half an hour as fans from both
sides filtered into the rink, filling every open crevice. From the
very beginning, both fan sections
were one hundred percent into
the game.
Senior captain Corey Quinn
said, “The CBC game was unreal.
They (the fans) may not think so,
but on the ice we really do feed off
of their energy.”
There was a lot to digest, as
both teams fought hard for the
puck during a scoreless first period. However, halfway through
the second period, as fans continued to filter in, senior Ben Modde
scored the Jr. Bills’ first goal. The
SLUH crowd went nuts, the middle of the student section collapsing while senior super fans were
pushed against the railing. Propriety evaporated and the fans’
screams went on uncontained for

minutes after the laser found the
net. A SLUH-dominated period
ensued.
Division I recruit and senior
Chase Berger followed minutes
later with another goal to put the
Jr. Bills up 2-0 in the second period against the rival Cadets. The
goal sent the fan section into another uproar as Berger turned to
the fans for a scream.
“I’m happy we were able to
get a win for the fans,” Berger said.
“They have been great all year.”
The third period was marked
by a series of penalty kills and
smart play that kept the Cadets
playing catch-up. Although CBC
scored one on SLUH’s junior
superb goalie, junior Brenden
Haselhorst, the Penaltykillbills
came out on top with a final of
2-1.
“We were able to simplify the
game, making smart plays and being solid defensively,” said Quinn.
“Everyone is buying into the system and contributing at key moments in games.”
“The win against CBC was a
great team effort and I couldn’t be
prouder of our guys, we worked
extremely hard and the boys
played with tremendous passion
and composure,” said coach Kevin Fitzpatrick.
Friday’s game against CBC
was Fitzpatrick’s first career win
against the Cadets.
The following night, the
Jr. Bills lined up to face Francis
Howell Central. Both veterans
and youngsters got to taste some
ice Saturday as a number of play-

ers scored, including Senior Nick
Walters, Modde, Quinn, and Peter Hummel, who all had two.
After a scoreless first period with
what looked to be a totally different, sluggish SLUH team, the boys
turned it around, finishing FHC
off 9-1.
For the last of three games
this week, the Jr. Bills headed out
to Kennedy ice rink with their
caravan of super fans to face the
Oakville Tigers. The Tigers are
known for their intimidating
and rowdy crowds. Although the
SLUH fans were outnumbered,
the cheers never stopped. With
the help of SLUH’s cheerleaders,
the Billy fans always stayed loud
with the rebuttal.
“We didn’t have the largest
crowd but they brought the noise
and energy to help us to a victory
on the road,” said Quinn.
Victory came at a price. The
Tigers brought the Brawlingbills
the most physical game of the
year with constant shoving and an
array of questionable hits. By the
second period, the score was 4-1
SLUH in what was a total team effort.
Hummel said, “Our lines
are playing on the same page
and moving the puck quickly …
the amount of fans (Oakville)
had added to the physical part
of the game because there is no
better feeling than shutting up
a big crowd, especially one like
Oakville’s.”
The third period came with
multiple confrontations on the
ice and a second Oakville goal.

Within the final five minutes of
the game Hummel was plowed
over by an Oakville player. Soon
after Hummel had to be pulled off
the attacking Tiger.
“I knew as soon as it happened he was trying to pump
people up so I had to do something about it,” said Hummel of
the altercation.
Justice was served as the
Oakville player was tossed from
the remaining two minutes of the
game. The following two minutes
brought the Hockeybills their
fifth consecutive win, bringing
their record to 7-1.
Fitzpatrick
was
excited
about the win over a competitive
Oakville team but also remarked
on how proud he was that the
team has turned into “twenty-five
guys going in the same direction,”
especially in the absence of the
captain, Berger, who has been out
the last two games.
Berger was not worried about
the injury.
“I separated my shoulder in
the last couple minutes (of the
CBC game) but I’m expected to
be healthy within a week or two,”
he said.
With eyes on the future and
skates to the ice, the U. High
hockey team hopes to continue
on this positive streak as they
face Lafayette at home tomorrow
night, followed by a trip out to the
Recplex on Dec. 8 to take on Fort
Zumwalt West.

BY Danny
REPORTER

F

Schneller

ar from his days on the professional tennis tour in Belgium
and Holland, Mark Hoppenjans
has taken the job as SLUH’s varsity tennis coach this week.
For nearly six months, Athletic Director Dick Wehner and
consultant Dennis Dougan have
been looking for someone who
could fill the gap left by former coach Patrick Zarrick, who
switched over to spring racquetball. Of the search, Wehner said
he was “not looking for the best
tennis coach but for the best tennis coach for Saint Louis U. High.
And I think we’ve found both.”
Hoppenjans learned about
the opening earlier this fall by
chance.
“I went on SLUH’s website to
find out what time SLUH Night
was because my son had volleyball practice, and I just surfed
around the website and saw that
they were looking for a tennis
coach,” said Hoppenjans.
In high school, Hoppenjans played four years for Belleville West. He finished seventh
on the All-State team his senior
year. After graduating from Belleville West, he played at the No.
1 seed for Saint John’s University
for a year. During his sophomore
year, Hoppenjans transferred to
the University of Illinois because
of their superior tennis program.
After college, he played on the pro
tennis tour in Europe for about a
year and a half.
Since his days on the tour, he
has helped coach at both McKendree College and and Saint Louis
University.
“My wife and I have always
kind of thought I’d get into coaching more full-time, and, especially with my son hopefully going
to SLUH in a couple years, there
is something neat about SLUH
which makes you want to get engaged in it,” said Hoppenjans.
Hoppenjans’ hiring has a lot
of the people involved with the
tennis program very excited.
Dougan, a former coach,
said, “I liked that he played Division I in college and could help
our players along that road if they
choose it. I also like that he’s very
passionate about the game and
will inspire that passion in the
players.”
Dougan said that a high
school tennis team should develop as a team and share a presence
in the SLUH community, and he
hopes that Hoppenjans will help
to ensure that.
He plans to institute a more
organized tryout format, which
helps the team figure out its pecking order, along with a smarter,
more focused practice regimen.
“(Hoppenjans) is incredibly
qualified. I think he is very calm
and collected, and I’m very excited for this season,” said senior
David Mayhall.
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Wrestling splits tri-meet, falls to Pattonville en route to slow start
BY Mar Lonsway
and Clark DeWoskin
REPORTER, SPORTS EDITOR

A

fter a less-than-successful
week of wrestling, the Jr.
Bills faced another tough defeat
Wednesday night in the Danis
Field House. After taking eleventh place at the Parkway South
Tournament and finishing second
in the CBC-Kirkwood tri-meet,
the SLUH squad took a walk off
the plank as the Pattonville Pirates won 37-25.
The two teams traded byes to
open the match; the first going to
junior Sean Mulligan in the 128
pound weight class, the second to
Pattonville at 132 pounds.
Senior captain Nick Geiser
opened the action with a brutal
16-6 win. Geiser started off strong
and was able to hold out for the
entire three periods.
“He was stronger, more experienced, more aggressive (than his
opponent),” said coach Jon Ott.
At 145 pounds, senior captain Jack Flotte started his match
off powerfully, gaining a 4-1 lead
after the first period. But the
match was tied at the end of the
third, and headed into overtime,
where the first wrestler to score
would win.
“You can be there physically,
and be in good shape, but if you’re
not in it mentally, you’re not going to win,” said Flotte. “You
just have to go out there and get
pumped up.”
The Pattonville wrestler ended the match with a takedown for
the 6-4 victory.
152-pounder Jim Onder
turned out the second “W” of the

photo | Jake Bava

night for the Wrasslebills. Coming off a slow start, Onder managed to take control of the match
during the second period. Onder
then added another three points
to the team’s overall score with a
12-5 win.
Senior Justin McManemin,
wrestling at 160 pounds, lost to
his opponent on a first period pin.
“He was wrestling a really tough kid. … (McManemin)
doesn’t even weigh 152, yet was
wrestling 160,” said Ott.
Next in the lineup, two sophomores with varsity spots, Rafael
Robert—170 pounds—and Mackenzie Callahan—182 pounds—
both fell to their Pattonville opponents. Robert, ending his match
with a score of 14-4, lasted three
grueling periods against a returning State qualifier.
Junior John Putnam of the
195 pound weight class, who was
also pinned, put in a very valiant
effort. Audaciously starting his
wrestling career as a junior, Putnam has showed much effort and
improvement from the first few
days of practice. Putnam gave up
few points to his opponent—even
made it to the second period—yet
was thrown into a pin in the trailing half of the match as the time
ran out.
Fighting to the last second of
the match, sophomore Colin Arroyo followed with an 8-3 loss.
“It was a tough loss, I was just
thinking I needed to get as many
points as I could. … The one thing
I’ve taught myself is (to) keep going—don’t stop till that six minutes is up,” said Arroyo.

RifleBills set sights high
BY Matt
REPORTER

T

Bates

he St. Louis U. High rifle
shooters have been preparing
for their first match for almost a
month now. After a month of rigorous training and teaching the
freshmen team candidates, the
team feels prepared to make its
debut this year. This will be the
sophomores’ first year of serious
competition while the seniors
make their last hurrah.
“I plan on helping to get the
rest of the team to practice as
much as they can and reach their
fullest potential,” senior captain
Matt Rudolf said. “The only way
that the team will succeed is if we
function as a team.”
The team especially looks
to seniors Lucas Brooks, Ian
Stroube, and Rudolf. Both Rudolf and Stroube are expected to
be selected for the Junior Olympic match in Colorado Springs,
where the top 100 junior shooters
from across the nation will compete against each other on the individual level.
“I think it’d be pretty cool
to win the National High School
meet next summer, right before
me and the rest of the seniors
go off to college,” Stroube said.
“Winning that meet is the highest
honor that a high school shooter
and his team can achieve. I think
that it would bring a newfound
popularity for the rifle program at

SLUH if we were to win this year.”
The senior squad (David
Ayeke, Brooks, Stroube, and Rudolf) looks to achieve many wins
this year, while the sophomore
squad quickly prepares to take its
place next year to uphold the reputation of SLUH’s best shooters.
The sophomore squad consists of Matt Bates, Chip Alfaro,
Thomas Lally, Brennan McFarland, and Dominic Civettinni.
The entire sophomore squad
hopes to help as many freshmen
as possible this year earn their letters to join the team so that the
Riflebills can have a deep team
next year as well. Along with the
hopes of getting better and gaining freshmen members, each
member has his own goal set for
the year.
“I just want to become a better shooter in general,” first-year
team member Civettini said.
“Since all the other sophomores
are now second-year team members, I would like to be able to
shoot as well as they do.”
Head coach Will Bresnahan,
who is in his 13th season coaching at SLUH, has high hopes for
both varsity squads this year. He
expects the seniors to have a better season than they did last year
and that they will rank in the top
ten in Nationals this summer.
Bresnahan also expects that
the sophomores will become experienced shooters and fill the

Senior Sam Wilhelm attempts a single-leg takedown with fury in Tuesday’s victory over Kirkwood.

Finishing the dual meet on a
positive note, junior 120-pounder
Brandon Bollinger finished off his
Pattonville wrestler with a tech
pin. Leading by over 15 points,

Bollinger sealed the deal with the
Pirate’s shoulders pressed to the
mat.
The wrestling team overcame
the Kirkwood squad in Tuesday’s

tri-meet, but fell to CBC in a
tough duel by score of 36-31.
The squad looks to return to
form in this weekend’s Ritenour
tournament.

Missouri Football Class 6 All-State Team
Athlete: Raymond Wingo Jr., junior, 6-1, 165
Offensive Line: Alec Abeln, senior, 6-4, 275

Two and a half beards
photo | Sam Beckmann

From left to right: Matt Binz (best-looking), Matt Rancilio (fullest), and Brian Dugan (longest)
sport their winning facial hair after the epic No Shave November Contest.
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Thiemann takes Shakespeare competition in
field of seven; advances to regional contest

photo | Jake Bava
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Friday, December 7

Schedule R

V Basketball @ Webster Groves Classic (through Dec. 8)
AP
Sophomore Class Mass
5pm
V Wrestling @ Ritenour Tournament @ Ritenour
Lunch Special—Country Fried Steak
Healthy—Tempura Chicken Nuggets

Saturday, December 8
8am
10am

ACT
C/JV Wrestling @ Windsor Tournament @ 		
Windsor
V Wrestling @ Ritenour Tournament @ Ritenour
7:30pm V Hockey vs. Lafayette @ Affton Ice Rink

Sunday, December 9
9am

Alumni Board Meeting

Monday, December 10

Schedule R
4pm
C (Blue) Basketball vs. Vianney
5pm
C (White) Basketball @ Chaminade
8:30pm V Hockey vs. Fort Zumwalt West @ St. Peter’s
Rec Plex
Lunch Special—Pepperoni Bosco Sticks
Healthy—Italian Sampler Plate

Tuesday, December 11

Mass Schedule

Sr. Project Missioning Ceremony
4pm
C Basketball (Blue) @ Parkway West
6pm
C/JV/V Wrestling @ Vianney
Lunch Special—George’s Chicken Strips
Healthy—Baked Meatloaf

Wednesday, December 12

Schedule R

AP
Senior Kurt Thiemann performs his King Richard monologue in dramatic fashion. Sophomore Nate Cummings finished second.
BY Jack
STAFF

Kiehl

S

even students competed in St. Louis U. High’s eleventh Shakespeare
competition Wednesday with senior
Kurt Thiemann emerging victorious
with a monologue from Richard II.
Thiemann performed a passage
in which King Richard, who has been
put out of power by his cousin, Henry
Bolingbroke, tries to hold on to the
last bit of power that he has while
facing a crowd of those that once
supported him. The speech is very
emotional, one of the reasons that
Thiemann chose it.
“I thought it was a superb performance,” said English teacher Chuck
Hussung. “From his opening line I
was moved.”
Thiemann was the only one of
the seven competitors not involved in
theatre at SLUH. He competed in the
Shakespeare competition last year for
the first time after discovering his interest in performing Shakespeare.
“I found I really enjoyed both

memorizing and reciting,” said Thiemann.
Runner up in the competition
was sophomore Nate Cummings. In
contrast to Thiemann’s more serious speech, Cummings performed a
whimsical peace from A Midsummer
Night’s Dream. Cummings performed
a monologue belonging to Nick Bottom, a member of a troupe called the
Mechanicals, whose head is turned
to that of a donkey by a fairy in the
woods.
“(Bottom is) a large-hearted guy,
full of enthusiasm and readiness,” said
Hussung. “Nate did a nice job of playing it. It’s not just funny, it’s funny and
it’s got some deep soul.”
Besides Cummings and Thiemann, the other competitors were seniors Joe Essig and Jake Trokey, and
juniors Paul Fister, Tom Fields, and
Sam Krausz.
The competition was organized
as it has been for several years by Hussung and judged by English teacher
Steve Missey, theatre teacher Paul Pa-

gano, and Washington University senior Pete Winfrey, ’09.
The Shakespeare competition is
sponsored by the English-Speaking
Union of the United States and takes
place in schools across the country,
and winners of local regions go to
compete in New York. SLUH has had
two thespians go to the national competition, most recently in 2011 with
Jean-Paul Angieri ’12. Each competitor must recite a 10-15 line monologue
from one of Shakespeare’s works.
In the weeks leading up to the local competition, Thiemann will have
to choose a sonnet in addition to his
monologue, which he will continue to
work on.
“(I’ll) probably meet with different English teachers and theatre people,” said Thiemann.
The regional Shakespeare competition will be held on Jan. 26 at the
Gaslight Theatre. SLUH’s 2011 representative to that competition, JeanPaul Angieri, ’12 won the contest and
advanced to the national competition.

Freshman English Tutorial
Poetry Out Loud Competition
4:15pm C (White) Basketball @ Fox
Lunch Special—Buffalo Bites
Healthy—BBQ Burger

Thursday, December 13

Schedule R

Choral Dress Rehearsal
AP
Fine Arts Field Trip
11am Mix-It-Up Lunch
4pm
C (Blue) Basketball vs. Ritenour
6:30pm Soccer Banquet
Lunch Special—Papa Johns Pizza
Healthy—Baked Mostaccioli

Friday, December 14

Special Schedule

Fine Arts Assembly
4pm
C (White) Basketball @ DeSmet
C (Blue) Basketball vs. DeSmet
5:30pm B Basketball vs. DeSmet
7pm
V Basketball vs. DeSmet
9:30pm V Hockey vs. DeSmet @ Queeny Rec. Plex
Lunch Special—Meatball Sandwich
Healthy—Chicken & Dumplings
calendar | compiled by Jack Kiehl

Photo Funnies

edited photo | Giuseppe Vitellaro

Student business opens in pool
Scholar Bills
hall
(continued from page2)
or being involved with manufactur- Victorious
“One of the things that we’d like
to do down the road is to tour a bank
after school, tour manufacturing companies and see other businesses. If we
have students who are thinking about
going into marketing or accounting or
finance operations or maybe people
who are thinking about engineering

ing, it’s a place they can go and learn
about business,” said Komos.
“The entire thing has been an
experience. Learning how business
works, learning how to start a business, entrepreneurship. This has been
an extraordinary experience of that,”
said Smith.

(continued from page 2)
Overall on the JV season, freshman Michael Hayes believes that the
team “did really well, even though we
have a lot of freshmen and a few sophomores and we didn’t expect to do as
good as we did.”

49ers borrow SLUH turf before Rams game
(continued from page 1)
can see you from Oakland Ave., and
no one can see you from the upper
area of campus.”
According to Wehner, they were
only concerned about Oakland Ave.
and felt the football field was hidden
sufficiently from the public. Cory was
also concerned that word of practice
would get around social networking
sites like Twitter. If too much buzz was

on social networking sites, the walkthrough would have been canceled.
The 49ers even inspected Wehner’s
ever-popular Twitter page to ensure
he wasn’t spreading the word. Except
for a few random students on campus,
the practice was kept low-key, and
Wehner didn’t tweet about the practice until a few hours after they’d left.
“I tried to respect (the 49ers’)
privacy,” said Wehner. “I told the kids

passing to keep moving.”
By about 2:15 p.m., all the players and 49ers staff had left. With the
49ers always having one away game in
St. Louis every year, the possibility of
them returning is open.
“I don’t know if they’ll come back
next because Coach Harbaugh might
be suspicious,” joked Wehner. “We’ll
just have to see.”

This cartoon does not necessairly represent the
opinions of the Prep News or St. Louis University High
School.

Got time?

Times watching Mulan? Newspapers
made? Number of Tokyo Police Club songs
listened to? How do you measure time
between regular schedules? Email your
idea to prepnews@sluh.org and it might be
published in the Prep News next week.

