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Low enrollment closes St. Elizabeth Academy after 130 years Three clubs
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Closure reflects changing
Catholic demographics

BY Adam Thorp
NEWS EDITOR

J

ane Keuss graduated from St.
Elizabeth Academy in 1965.
Her mother, cousin, sisters and
daughters also attended the high
school in South St. Louis city. She
has served on the school’s board
and with the alumni association.
And four years ago, she became
the school’s director of admissions. She sometimes says that she
never left St. Elizabeth Academy.
Last month, however, Keuss’
job suddenly changed when declining enrollment forced St. Elizabeth Academy’s administration
to announce that this would be
its last school year. Keuss is now
joining the effort to help settle students of the classes of 2014, 2015
and 2016 into the high schools
that she once competed with to attract new students.
In the late 1960s and early
1970s, St. Elizabeth Academy
had an enrollment of more than
500 students. Fifty years later, St.
Elizabeth Academy found itself

against the edge of a demographic wave that left it with only 133
students. The low enrollment and
resulting fall in tuition revenue
forced the Sisters of the Most Precious Blood of O’Fallon, Missouri
to announce that, after 135 years,
this school year will be St. Elizabeth Academy’s last.
When Director of Admission
Jane Keuss began working at St.
Elizabeth Academy, it was clear
that the school would need new
enrollment to stay open.
Recalling the St. Elizabeth
of the 1960s and ’70s, Keuss said,
“That was a full school, we ran a
full school. But as you had people
migrating from the city and moving to the county, we lost a lot of
prospective students.”
Even after several years in
the low one hundreds, projections
continued to show a decline in
enrollment. Concern that smaller
and smaller numbers of students
would force the school to limit its
services eventually led to the decision to close.
continued on page 5

Elfrink, ’01, breaks PEDs
story involving A-Rod
BY Jack Godar
CORE STAFF

S

teroids are one of the hottest
topics in sports. Alex Rodriguez is one of the biggest stars in
baseball. So when Tim Elfrink,
’01, broke a story linking Rodriguez and other professional athletes to steroids, it was only natural that the story gained attention
all over the country.
Minutes after Elfrink, the
managing editor for the Miami
New Times, posted the article on
the paper’s website, word spread
through the sports world, with
readers flocking to the New Times
site.
“(The article) went from 20
viewers within a couple minutes
to 600 viewers and within an hour
it was up to five or six thousand,”
said Elfink.
Elfrink’s article was rapidly
picked up by news outlets such
as ESPN, Sports Illustrated, and
CNN, occupying the front page of
those websites, the breaking news
box, and scrolling placidly across
the news ticker,
While the story spread quickly, the reporting for the story was
anything but fast.

Elfrink’s investigation began
when a former employee of Biogenesis of America came to him
with notebooks that indicated
that Rodriguez and other athletes, including 20-game winner
Gio Gonzalez, Nelson Cruz, and
Melky Cabrera, were buying steroids from the founder of Biogenesis, Anthony Bosch.
Elfrink spent three months
investigating, meticulously striving to confirm the authenticity
and reliability of the notebooks.
“I spent about three months
reporting and looking into it and
talking to other former employees, and talking to clients, and
pretty much doing everything I
could to determine that these records were legit,” said Elfrink.
Over the course of those
three months, Elfrink called dozens of numbers found in the records to see if they checked out,
all of which either confirmed they
were involved with Biogenesis
or did not wish to comment.
He also delved into mounds
of public records to confirm
that the information about business plans, family life, debts, and
phone numbers in the notebooks
continued on page 5
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tackle gun
violence in
forum

Effort to find
common ground
BY Will
STAFF

Smith		
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Above: A pitcture of the oldest part of the St. Elizabeth campus at the intersection of Aresenal and Louisiana. Below: A newer addition to the school,
facing unto Aresenal.

Castro, Brennan back from
alternate Honduras site
BY Paul J.
REPORTER

photo | courtesy of Kevin Brennan

Fister

T

wo seniors this year did their
senior Service Project in
Catacamas, Honduras. The site
they visited is a new one for senior service project, independent
of Spanish teacher Charley Merriot’s nutrition center in Yoro.
Senior Darrian Castro’s father has gone to Catacamas every
year for 20 years and suggested
that his son and a friend go down
for Senior Project.
Castro had gone with his
father the previous summer to
Catacamas to help with his pulmonology work at the hospital.
Castro’s father helped raise funds
for the hospital’s foundation and
helped pay for the expenses for
many years.
On his father’s suggestion,
Castro decided to make his project there, and invited Brennan to
join him.
The seniors spent the first few
days with their fathers.
“We were mostly helping
them out,” Castro said. “Dr. Brennan was doing surgeries so we
stepped in on some surgeries and
helped out in the hospital.”

Senior Darrian Castro in Catacamas, Honduras with two kids.

After their fathers departed,
the two seniors went to live with
the Bishop of Catacamas.
With the bishop, who acted
as a guide, they worked for a
few days in an orphanage. They
helped by cleaning the bedrooms
and washing the laundry.
After the orphanage and
working at a nursing home, Brennan and Castro worked at a bakery as well.
“It was kind of hard because
Darrian’s dad is fluent in Spanish,”
said Brennan. “Sometimes rancontinued on page 5
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Back on his feet
Cummings, S.J., returns to Jesuit brotherhood in SLU’s Jesuit Hall after suffering a
heart attack. Page 2
Looking back
Clark DeWoskin and Jonathan Bartalone
reflect on their senior projects and how
they have been influenced by them. Page 4

Truth to power
Pax Christi met with an aide for Missouri
Senator Claire McCaskill to discuss immigration policies. Page 2
On to the next one
Hockey moves on to semifinals and will
play No. 9 seed Kirkwood. Page 7

n the wake of the Sandy Hook
and Aurora shootings, St. Louis
U. High held its own discussion
on gun violence Thursday during
activity period in room 215c.
The discussion featured
members from Pax Christi, Students for Life, and Young Republicans as well as anyone else who
wanted to voice an opinion or just
listen to the different ideas.
The planned format of the
discussion was for AP U.S. Government teacher Bill Brown to
begin the meeting by giving background information on the Second Amendment before opening
the room for discussion.
Junior Brendan Keuss organized and moderated the meeting, trying to keep the conversation flowing and touching on as
many topics as possible in the
limited time.
“Brendan had a very ambitious schedule with lots of different ideas and subjects to touch on,
but I don’t think we were able to
finish everything in 45 minutes
because it is such a complex issue,” said Students for Life moderator David Callon.
The meeting was held so that
people with different opinions
could come together and try to
find common ground.
“We wanted people to share
information and raise awareness
of gun violence in the United
States,” said Pax Christi moderator Rob Garavaglia. “We wanted
to educate people about the violence.”
The meeting discussed issues
such as handgun violence in cities like Chicago, St. Louis, and
Los Angeles. The meeting also devoted a large chunk of time trying
to define semi-automatic weapons and whether they should be
restricted in the U.S. The role of
handguns and how essential they
are in the rise and decline of suicides was also discussed.
Other topics included the
glorification of violence and guns
in modern society and how the
Second Amendment applies to
modern day life in the U.S.
continued on page 8

Caught in a Webb
Editor-in-chief John Webb tallies the pain
and the cost of applying to college. Page 3
Trying to put it together
Sottile, Jr. Bills perform well but drop
games to Chaminade, Webster, and Ladue.
Page 7
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Well-fed and on his feet, Cummings continues recovery at Jesuit Hall
BY Joe Kreienkamp
CORE STAFF

N

early 13 weeks after suffering
a heart attack, Tom Cummings, S.J., is steadily returning
to his Ignatian lifestyle in Jesuit
Hall on the Saint Louis University
campus.
After spending time in the
Skilled Nursing Center at Mercy
Hospital to recover from the heart
attack, Cummings’ work at physical therapy paid off and he was
moved to Saint Louis University,
where he now resides in the newly-renovated Jesuit Hall.
Jesuit Hall at Saint Louis University houses 75 Jesuits in three
different sections of the building.
The Jesuits who teach at the college live in the upper floors of the
building. The middle level is for
retired Jesuits who can care for
themselves. The lower levels of
the building house 23 Jesuits, including Cummings, who currently lives in the infirmary, where he
has been cared for and continues
to recover.
However, Cummings’ determination to get better has yielded
good results. He is hopeful that
caregivers will allow him to move
up to the middle level where he
can be more independent.
“I am supposed to get out

of the infirmary in a week,” said
Cummings.
Cummings has shown much
improvement. When the bell rang
indicating he had guests, Cummings shocked the visitors by
appearing at the door on his feet.
Cummings has been working at
physical therapy daily and can
now walk around with the aid of
a walker. He is able to stand up by
himself, and on good days, he can
move around without any help.
Cummings is very fond of Jesuit Hall. The best thing about the
residence, he claims, is the food.
Cummings lost 60 pounds as a
result of the heart attack, and he
says the 15 pounds he has gained
are the result of the food at Jesuit
Hall. He says he is glad that he can
eat anything he wants.
Jesuit Hall, unlike Mercy,
lets Cummings feast on the buffet in the dining hall. Cummings
claimed that the food at Mercy
was “inedible.”
Although he may not be eating with the mostly lively bunch,
Cummings still said he loves the
companionship and the Jesuit atmosphere.
“I eat with two Jesuits. One is
totally deaf and the other has Alzheimer’s,” said Cummings.
Cummings continues to
work towards recovery. On a nor-

McCaskill aide and Pax
Christi talk immigration
photo | Mr. Rob Garavaglia

Pax Christi members pose outside of
Sen. Clair McCaskill’s Clayton office.
BY Jack
STAFF

S

Kiehl

ix Pax Christi members, including theology teacher and
moderator Rob Garavaglia, met
with an aide to Missouri senator
Claire McCaskill yesterday afternoon to discuss the United States
immigration policy.
Pax Christi’s advocacy began
at the Ignatian Teach-In in Washington, D.C. last November where
Jesuit high schools and colleges
from across the country met to
discuss relevant social issues in
today’s society. Instead of advocating for a cause in D.C. this year,
the Teach-In encouraged schools

to advocate for issues with individual politicians.
The six met with an aide
at McCaskill’s office in Clayton
where they discussed current immigration laws and group members voiced their opinions on immigration.
“We talked about how immigrants can benefit our society and
McCaskill’s aide sat and listened
and took notes,” said sophomore
Garret Fox.
The group hoped to advocate
for what Pax Christi felt were the
best avenues to promote peace
through immigration. The group
discussed issues such as creating
a quick and easy way for children
of illegal immigrants to gain citizenship, removing of back laws
that force immigrants to wait 20
years before granting citizenship,
and creating a more streamlined
process of immigration so families aren’t separated. Another
important issue was penalties for
companies that hire illegal immigrants.
“Pax Christi hopes they stop
abusing employees because they
take advantage of the fact that
they’re illegal,” said junior Wisdom Akpan. “We want workers’
rights.”
Pax Christi members will
also meet with an aide of Missouri representative Lacy Clay on
Feb. 13 and an aid to senator Roy
Blunt on Feb. 20 to further discuss
the issue of immigration.
“I don’t know how much it
will influence them, considering
we’re just a small group,” said Fox.
“But it’s definitely better than not
doing anything.”

photo | Joe Kreienkamp

mal day he wakes up early with
the other Jesuits and they have
Mass. After Mass, Cummings has
one hour of physical therapy and
one hour of occupational therapy.
After his workout, he takes a nap
before eating lunch. Cummings
is usually entertained by visitors,
whom he welcomes at any time.
On days when Cummings is
free, he walks around the building. Cummings likes to walk outside on the patio on the top level
where he has a beautiful view of
St. Louis. He also likes to look at
the assortment of plants growing
in the sunlight of the sunroof.
Although still not in full
health, Cummings has two goals:
he would like to be able to drive
again, and he would like to be
able to be the principal celebrant
at Mass. Cummings was going to
practice saying Mass this week
with a scholastic, in preparation
for an upcoming Mass opportunity.
Cummings will continue to
stay at Jesuit Hall until further notice. He did have a chance to come
back to SLUH, where he watched
a Super Bowl party in the Coaches’ Commons, on the top level of
the Danis Field House.
“Fr. Marco and Fr. Houlihan
greeted me warmly. I had a chance

Fr. Tom Cummings, S.J. and his friend Hap Burke spend some time looking
out on the city from on top of the roof at Jesuit Hall during a Tuesday visit.

to meet the Alumni Service Corps
members,” said Cummings.
Cummings said that the experience was wonderful. He does

not know if or when he might
next come back to visit, but he
said he misses the students and
appreciates student visits.

Krausz places third in radio contest
BY Garret
REPORTER

L

Fox

ast Friday, Saint Louis U.
High junior Sam Krausz got
the call to sing on 92.3 WIL’s segment “Dereoke.” Krausz was one
of eight people that night singing
for the grand prize of nine tickets
to nine different shows downtown
this summer. The prize for winning varies, but it is usually a car.
“I tried to enter it once before
… but you had to be eighteen, and
I didn’t know that,” said Krausz.
“But when I found out that there
was no age limit on this one, that’s
when I entered.”
Krausz had been on the show

just a week earlier in the preliminary rounds, where he managed
to place first and move on to the
finals. He chose to sing the song
“Wanted” by Hunter Hayes in the
prelims and the finals.
“I wasn’t going to sing it
twice,” said Krausz, “but the producer said that it was a really good
song choice and to do it again and
so I did.”
The program’s listeners voted for their favorite singers and
chose the winner. When the votes
were tallied, Krausz had come in
third place with 555 votes.
“When I heard that Sam was
on the radio I … took out my

phone and voted immediately,”
said senior Alex Groesch. “I also
told … 30 or so of my friends to
vote.”
“The guy who won … was
way off key,” said Krausz. “It was
… basically just a popularity contest.”
Only the first place winner
received a prize, but Krausz didn’t
seem too discouraged.
“Some of the concerts ran
into the school year and they
were having you sing before every show,” Krausz said. “I think
that there are better ways to get
noticed. “

cartoon | Maxwell Garr
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College apps: a tangled $1300 web
BY John Webb
EDITOR IN CHIEF

W

hen it comes to the perplexing and daunting world of
college admissions I’ve noticed a
pattern emerging: as soon as you
jump through one hoop, there’s
always another one waiting.
The first hoop, dealing with
the mass of information about
colleges, begins before you even
realize it. Even if you don’t check
the ominous box on the PSAT
asking if it’s all right for colleges
to send you emails, you’re still inevitably bombarded—junk mail,
emails, phone calls—from many
of the America’s 2000-plus colleges.
Just as you begin to wade
through the college spam, you
reach the next and most annoying
hoop of fire: standardized testing.
Standardized testing provides the
most potent evidence that the college admissions process is out of
control. All you have to do is follow the money. After you take the
ACT $49.50, you need to take it
again because 55 percent of ACTtakers improve on the second try,
a fact the ACT’s website is happy
to remind you of. It’s worth a shot
even if you registered late an extra
$22 the second time around like
me.
The fees aren’t too bad until
my counselor and I decided I’d
better take the SAT $50 as well
as the SAT Subject Tests $59 for
three. And then I wanted to take
the November SAT Language
Listening Test $46 + $27 late fee.
Money and Saturdays quickly
add up, especially when you consider that you have to pay these
test-making companies money to
send your scores to the colleges
you’re applying to $11 per college.
The ACT, lacking the SAT’s cash
cow, subject tests, makes you pay
to send each individual test date
to take advantage of super scoring, in which colleges take your

highest subject sub-score.
After sending scores to nine
colleges, I had doled out a total
of $280.50 to the ACT and $248
to the SAT, for a grand total of
$528.50. Even if ACT and the
College Board maker of the SAT
are non-profit organizations, it’s
hard not to feel that these companies are taking advantage of you
and that someone is making a lot
of money somewhere. The high
price of standardized testing reveals how complicated applying
to college has become. When my
parents took the ACT, they only
took it once. I don’t know too
many of my friends that did the
same.
After you’ve jumped through
one ring of fire, why not jump
through another? Colleges think
that by using a universal application called the Common App, an
application used by 488 private
schools, they’ve made the process
of applying to college simpler, but
beneath the placard of simplicity lay droves of Common App
supplements, which may include
dreaded supplemental essays that
quickly compound the time it
takes to fill out applications.
Rather than condensing
the number of rings you jump
through, the Common App has
created another series of smaller
hoops to maneuver through. Applying to a college used to mean
that you had spent hours filing
out their own unique paperwork,
a sign that you had genuine interest in that school. With the Common App, your interest might just
have meant clicking a few more
buttons. To get a sense that you’re
actually interested, colleges sometimes require supplemental essays, a time consuming minefield.
The actual application fees
add up too. When I added in the
actual application fee for nine colleges mine was an average of $70
per college and paying to apply
for financial aid, the ultimate in-

sult $16 per college, I tallied that it
cost me a grand total of $1315.50
to apply to college.
The hidden cost of applying
to college lies not in money but
in stress. Everyone from friends
to flimsily-related relatives asks
you, “Where are you applying to
college?” Part of what makes the
process of applying to college so
harrowing is all the attention people give it. Having the counseling department and my parents
involved with the process helped
me keep track of deadlines but
also added a lot of unintended
stress.
The final hoop, early decision, is filled with many nuances.
Early decision limits you to applying to your first choice school.
If you apply and get in, you can’t
apply anywhere else. Early decision admissions rates are typically
higher than those of the regular
applicant pool, but have a higher
percentage of athletes, who have
typically already signed a binding
agreement, and legacy students.
Admissions officers swear that every student admitted in early decision would have been admitted
in regular decision—seemingly
taking away all the advantages of
applying early. While I didn’t apply early-decision, it was still a
difficult choice to decide which
camp to place myself in.
Maybe I shouldn’t be complaining. I’m going to go to college and have great opportunities no matter where I go. I’m not
going to let a college admissions
officer determine my fate in life
because my internal motivation
will be with me no matter where
I go. But after poring over hours
and hours of supplemental essays,
fretting through indistinguishable
word choices as if it would significantly affect my admissions decision, I have to marvel at the giant
money-monster and time-taker
college admissions has become.
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Hardworking wrestlers
deserve support from
school community
To the editors:
It was the fall of 2001. After
years of training and dreaming
the moment had finally arrived:
my first day as an official member
of a Big Ten wrestling team. The
Big Ten is wrestling’s version of
The Show. It is to college wrestling what the SEC is to college
football, except more dominant.
So my anticipation mounted as I
rode my bike to the arena, trying
to imagine what kinds of worldclass training opportunities
would be unrolled before me.
You can imagine my disappointment when I arrived at the
dark, musty basement wrestling
room that had just been flooded.
The only things unrolled were the
mats. They lay there on the floor,
concealing the mold and water
underneath. My first experience
of big time college wrestling involved rolling up these disgusting
mats and carrying them up the
stairs and out the door so they
could be hauled off. Wrestling, it
was made clear, is not glamorous,
even at its highest levels.
But there’s a certain charm
about this lack of glamour. It facilitates the lessons in humility
and discipline that make the sport
such a powerful tool for molding boys into young men. Being
overlooked isn’t so bad when it
drives you to work harder than
you thought possible.
So, given my extensive experience in the less-than-glamorous
world of wrestling, I did not expect to be greeted with packed
houses and rowdy student sections when I took the job as head
coach here at SLUH. Wrestling
is not the most exciting spectator
sport. I get it. But I also did not
expect to have access to the amaz-

ing training facilities and equipment with which the school has
provided us.
Although we have not yet
caught up to teams that benefit
from large grade school feeder
programs, these facilities have
helped us become pretty good.
Last year we were conference
champions. Our combined dual
meet record over the past two seasons is 18-8. Unfortunately, however, this success has gone largely
unnoticed.
And to be honest, that’s not
the worst thing in the world. Like
I said, wrestlers ultimately benefit
from being denied the spotlight.
But I am saddened by the realization that a lack of promotion
has caused the rest of the student
body to miss out on some really
cool moments. How many of you
have witnessed Nick Geiser improve on his 10-15 junior season
by going 28-10 with 18 pins so
far this year? How many of you
were there when Brandon Bollinger scored six points in the final ten seconds to notch a huge
win against Fort Zumwalt North?
How many of you have seen Johnny Sims launch any opponent silly
enough to wrestle him? Wrestling
can be exciting, and big crowds
can get into it. I’ve seen it happen.
This weekend the wrestlers
put their season on the line at
the district tournament at CBC.
They don’t need a big cheering
section, and they certainly don’t
expect it. But they do deserve
it. And wouldn’t it be awesome
if 100 blue-clad Junior Bills were
there to erupt when one of their
boys qualifies for state? Wrestling
starts at 6:00 tonight and 10:00 tomorrow morning. We would love
to see you there.
John Ott
Head Wrestling Coach

Notebook
Time stops, senses heighten: a wanderer’s guide to Forest Park
BY Mitch Mackowiak
WEB EDITOR

T

he thickest lawn of lush grass
your bare feet will ever hug
at the World’s Fair Pavilion. Skipping stones from the artificial
beach into the artificial lake, the
experience of which is far from
artificial. Reclining on the marble
balcony enclosing St. Louis and
his horse atop Art Hill, looking
out at the unimpressive vista of a
few geysers and a golf course but
feeling so content. Those are a few
of my favorite things in Forest
Park.
I’m not out for highlighting
the hidden wonders of the best
place in St. Louis here (As much
as I’d enjoy that. But if you love a
place enough, its verbal glorification loses potency and you must
take people there to let their expe-

rience speak for you. While pointing out hidden gems and reminiscing, of course.) If you do wish
to visit, be wary of a few things:
Time vanishes. It’s related to
the “Time flies when you’re having fun!” phenomenon (you think
this all the time when the classconcluding bell sounds, right?),
but instead of flying it doesn’t exist. If we were wandering around
the park and you told me the time
every five minutes, I would ignore
you. It has no effect. If you’re on
Forest Park time you’re probably
going to be late for dinner.
You also may experience hypersensitivity. I believe that the
park’s beauty and vitality cause
this. Visual recollections of past
visits may prove incredibly lucid.
All past visits. It’s like some geographically bound superpower or

natural Adderall.
But don’t worry! Both side effects augment your experience It’s
also advised to try to implement
them outside the park because
they make life more interesting.
They also enable a casual exploration of the park.
This next crucial step maximizes the enjoyment. Here’s the
strategy: develop a regular walking route chiefly dictated by the
well-laid paths that snake around
in an authentically meandering
way (much like the roads, actually, which I love.) On a relatively
short visit, walk just that. If you’ve
got a few hours, though, side
streets and half-beaten paths are
your prey. Intentionally get lost by
following your curiosity. Repeat.
Of course, spontaneity is inevitable, especially if you bring

others (which is highly recommended). For example, during summer rock climbing our
group took a day’s rest by ambling around Forest Park, and we
covered some serious territory
I hadn’t planned to hit so soon.
But that was one of the best experiences I’ve had in the park, so
a pinch of chaos works well with
strategic wandering.
Personal testimony: If you
mapped out how frequently I visit
areas of Forest Park, it’d look like
a topographic map. Art Hill, the
World’s Fair Pavilion, and the
path running around the Boathouse lakes would be the hotspots
in cherry red, and less intense
reds would creep outward and
fade from that until some areas
color white, or unexplored.
Four years of following this

patent pending method and total
discovery is not in sight. But that’s
okay. I think you like somewhere
the most when you reach the
three-zone stage: Very Familiar,
Been There a Handful of Times,
and Never Been. Sure, knowing
the whole place backwards and
forwards merits some enjoyment,
but you will sometimes yearn for
the times you discovered certain
places.
If you’re still unsure of visiting you can gather additional
positive testimonies from Cross
Country folk, I’m sure. Current
dreary weather prohibits adequate relish in St. Louis’s Arcadia,
but knowing the Midwest weather, a perfect day is soon to arrive.
And it’s just across the street, so
there’s no room for travel excuses.
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Senior Project Reflection

After Honduras, questions linger
BY Clark DeWoskin
SPORTS EDITOR

I

’ve been home from Honduras
for almost two weeks now. In
that time, I’ve tried not to say too
much about the month I spent
working among “the poorest of
the poor” as Profe rightly named
the children at the Centro San
Yves. Outside of two college interviews and the reflection meeting last week, I’ve said—more or
less—nothing about the month to
anyone.
That’s not because I have
nothing to say.
It’s because I lived and
worked with people whose names
and faces have been in my mind
almost every minute since I returned home, and I’m not sure I
could do those people justice in
telling their stories. The feeling
that most at home couldn’t understand those people even if I could
do them justice does nothing to
assuage those fears.
It’s also internal. If I let those
names and faces become more
than names and faces—if I let
them become the people that they
are—it’s downright painful.
Since returning home, I’ve
faced questions like, “How did
Senior Project change you?” and
“Do you feel like you made a difference?” or, my personal favorite,
“Do you feel like an amazing person now?”
Any answer I could possibly
muster to any one of those questions would be so incredibly inadequate that it seems better left
unsaid. Although I feel a simple
“no” could suffice in response to
the last one.
I’m not alone, though, in facing those and similar questions.
Every senior at SLUH has had
those questions thrown at them in
one form or another. And I think
I speak for the majority when I
say “I’m just not sure.”
For the past week, I’ve been
trying to reconcile the life that I
returned to with the life that I left
such a short time ago. That’s not
to say that I was living two different lives, but that life as an expe-

rience—and everything I know it
to be—was so radically different
for the people in Honduras that I
can’t possibly make the two align
in a logical manner.
In other words, I’ve been trying to reconcile the faces of the
children I met—Kayla, William,
Nolvia—with the flat screens that
they’re plastered on in the SLUH
hallways. I’ve been trying to come
to terms with the real people and
the real experiences that the stories in my Project journal so pitifully endeavor to recreate.
The world I lived in for the
past month was so simple that
it’s difficult, at best, to imagine
myself living in it happily. But I
encountered some of the happiest
people I have ever met. The women who work at the Centro San
Yves greeted us every morning
and afternoon with a smile. One
in particular, Maria, smiled when
she had to change a dirty diaper,
when a kid was crying, and when
she had to clean up a mess. Maria makes about sixty dollars a
month. I saw the house she lives
in. It’s less than humble and far
from what most would consider
comfortable.
Whether they worked with
the mentally handicapped, the
elderly, or the poor, I know that
many of my fellow seniors met
people whose lives seemed impossibly simple, and in light of
that simplicity, impossibly happy.
I know also that many of my
classmates are grappling with the
same things I am and have been
forced to return quite abruptly to
a life that is anything but simple.
SLUH has given us every opportunity to reflect on our experiences. Mr. Ehlman and others have
done a wonderful job of asking all
the right questions.
But, for me at least, those
questions aren’t answered in a
mandatory reflection paper or a
mandatory reflection meeting or
a mandatory theology presentation. In part, because they aren’t
my questions but someone else’s.
In part, because answers to those
questions can’t be pulled out at
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Chess continues to miss
seniors over tough week
photo | Joe Kreienkamp

will.

Those questions are answered
late at night when you notice—
and really look at—the smiling
face that’s the new lock screen of
your iPhone. Mine’s a little girl
named Kayla. They’re answered
when you’re daydreaming in BC
Calculus or driving home from
school alone. They come slowly;
they come naturally. Maybe some
already have, maybe some will
elude you for years.
If there’s one thing I don’t
want to do regarding my senior
project, it’s to forget. I want to remember every crazy question and
unreasonable thought that has
popped into my head since I left
for Honduras on December 28.
I want to remember the day
when I thought it would be a good
idea to ask my mom if she wanted
to adopt one of the kids at the center. I want to remember changing
diapers and cleaning up screaming babies covered in pureed liver.
I want to remember smiling every
morning when I saw the kids’ eyes
light up and crying when I finally
had to say goodbye.
I won’t remember everything, of course. That’s life. But I
also won’t stop asking myself the
questions that matter—the questions that senior project brought
to the forefront.
Namely, what or who decided
that I would walk the SLUH hallways in a Polo while others wear
hand-me-downs around a center
that can’t feel nearly as much like
home as SLUH does to me? Why
can I count on my mother to wait
up for me until after midnight every Thursday, Friday, and Saturday night when others can’t count
on theirs to visit them once a
month? Why is it so hard to give,
and so easy to just give up? What
can I do to help?
I have the feeling that I may
never be satisfied with the answers, but that’s okay. The questions are what matter. The answers are evasive or misleading,
and they can’t always be expressed
in words. All I can do is ask.

Alvaro Guidiswitz, pushed into first board by absences, contemplates his
next move in a match against Belleville East.

BY Leo Heinz
REPORTER

T

he ChessBills had another
rocky week, losing 30-0 on
Wednesday. Monday’s match
against Clayton had to be postponed because the ChessBills
were uncertain that they could get
enough players. The ChessBills
are now 2-5 for the season, and
are hoping hoping to get a win or
two before the season is through.
Junior Alvaro Gudiswitz,
who usually plays fourth or fifth
board at matches, had to fill in at
first board versus Belleville West
on Wednesday.
“I know if we had everybody
we had at the beginning of the
year, I would have been playing
fourth or fifth board,” said Gudiswitz. “So, I know that’s a lot of
added pressure.”
The ChessBills were forced to
forfeit the fifth board because of
a lack of players. Junior John Esswein was sick, and seniors Chris
Favier and Joe Grady were unable
to attend the match.
“I definitely think we could
have done better,” said Gudiswitz.
“That being said, Nick Hunsaker
had just come back from Senior
Project, and he did pretty well, especially for how long it had been

since he played.”
Hunsaker expressed his disappointment in Wednesday’s
match: “I was really disappointed
because I thought that we could
win. I knew it was going to be
close, but I thought we could edge
out a win.”
Gudiswitz pointed out another positive, “Junior Anthony
Mueller . . . had a nice, close
game.”
Next Wednesday the ChessBills are set to play Belleville East
2-6. Gudiswitz said he hopes
that the upcoming match against
Clayton will be rescheduled for
some time next week, possibly
Monday or Tuesday.
Regarding the upcoming
matches, Gudiswitz said, “I do
want to get a nice A-team together for those matches, so we can
end the year on a good note.”
For the remaining matches,
the outcome depends on whether
or not the ChessBills will be able
to field a solid, complete team.
Attendance will be crucial in
determining the outcome of the
last one or two matches.
Hunsaker said, “The next
matches really depend on who
will decide to play.”

Senior Project Reflection

More than a moment: bonding with the elderly at Senior Project
BY

I

Jon Bartolone

chose to do my Senior Project at
Bethesda Southgate, a nursing
home specializing in long-term
care, rehab care, assisted living,
adult day care, and memory care.
I knew all the stereotypes
about spending time with the elderly. Maybe a resident would
share his or her wisdom with me,
and I’d drastically change my life
because of it. Or maybe I could
help a rehab patient begin to walk
after he or she had been confined
to a wheelchair for months.
Within my first hour of
my first day at Bethesda Southgate, though, I knew I probably
wouldn’t be having any Tuesdays
with Morrie experiences. In the
first hour of Senior Project, I saw
a man asleep in his breakfast eggs,
smelled a woman have an accident
in her pants, and heard a woman
moan over and over from her bed.
As I moved past my initial shock, I
became troubled. What could I do
to help these people?

To my dismay, my answer
was “not much.” Most of the time,
I was forced to tell a nurse when
anything went wrong. I hated not
being in control. I struggled with
my seemingly insignificant role at
the nursing home. Surely, if simply talking, playing games, or accompanying shopping trips with
the residents each day couldn’t be
Senior Project’s intent. I wasn’t doing anything.
As Senior Project progressed
into the second week, I started to
understand the point a little deeper. Senior Project isn’t about my
satisfaction. Instead, Senior Project is about what I can do to make
the residents’ days a little better.
If I can spark one moment of joy
in a resident’s day, I actually have
done something. A friendly smile
when asking to push a resident to
the dining hall for morning coffee
or helping a resident find a sale at
Kohl’s on sweaters may seem so
minor, but it really does make her
day a little better.

As I got more intimate with
Senior Project, the little events
of each day became just as big of
a deal to me as they were to the
residents. I took pride in calling
Bingo numbers for two hours; I
could make a resident happy she
had won a piece of candy, even if
I had to explain to her why she’d
won in the first place.
Many of my experiences at
Bethesda were deeply painful,
and some of my most joyful experiences required a lot of effort.
I couldn’t see the residents as
people; I had a narrow view that
they’d always been elderly and disabled. Starting conversations was
difficult and therefore I struggled
with personal connection.
My breakthrough came in the
middle of week two on an Assisted
Living field trip. A woman there
had been prone to fainting if she
walked for too long, so she had to
use a transport chair on our field
trips. Each time she’d get on and
off the bus, she’d joke to the bus

driver, “I’m gonna jump, Kevin!
I’m gonna jump!”
Her jokes helped me see the
humanity in these residents. All
these women were once little kids
playing in their front yard. They all
went on dates and had boyfriends.
They’ve all been to homecomings
and senior proms. And they’ve all
had jobs, husbands, and families.
As my relationships built
with the residents and I could see
their humanity more fully, I also
saw more pain. I discovered one
of the most painful things in life
is having something, only to have
that thing taken away from you.
Even though we all laughed every
time she joked about jumping, we
all heard the sad side to the joke.
I encountered more sadness
as I discovered how important
family should be in our life. These
residents have a lifetime of friends
from their schools, jobs, and
churches, yet the only people who
visit them are their family members. The Memory Care patients

can’t remember their former jobs
or where they went to high school,
but they’ll tell you 20 times that
their son or daughter is coming
to visit them today. Like many
teenagers I’d imagine, I avoid time
with my parents in favor of my
friends, but maybe I should reconsider. In the end, your family
is always there for you.
One of the most frustrating
things about Senior Project is that
it feels unfinished. I almost feel
selfish for being back at SLUH. I
could be doing more, and I feel like
I should be doing more. Bethesda
will always need more help. Senior
Project is an easy thing to write off
as pointless if I focus on the wrong
things. I couldn’t change their
lives; I could improve them within
their current structure. Having a
short conversation, playing balloon toss, or helping make a collage, the most satisfying moments
ended in a smile.
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St. Elizabeth Academy to close after 130 years of Catholic education
(continued from page 1)
“This year we had 133 students and next year we were projecting that we’ll have 127. It’s
difficult to offer quality programming when you have so few,” said
school president Sister Susan Borgel. “We didn’t want to have to cut
back on any of our programs.”
St. Elizabeth Academy had
traditionally recruited its students
from the South St. Louis neighborhoods that surround it. The
long-term population decline in
those neighborhoods was largely
responsible for declining enrollment.
“The demographics in the
city show there are fewer and fewer girls, fewer and fewer families,
fewer and fewer Catholic families,
and obviously, (fewer) daughters
to apply to St. Elizabeth Academy,”
said Keuss.
The school realized that it
would need to recruit from a
broader area if it was to retain
enough students to remain viable. They decided to focus on
recruiting from grade schools
and parishes in the “Near County”—which includes Shrewsbury
and several city parishes—and
from parishes further south in St.
Louis City. Keuss and others at the
school tried to accomplish this by
attending high school nights and
speaking at grade schools.
Keuss
thought
concern
over safety in the neighborhood
around St. Elizabeth Academy
contributed to reluctance to send
students there.
Last year, St. Elizabeth still
drew 65 percent of its student
body from St. Louis City zip
codes. Without any increase in
enrollment, it became financially

unfeasible to continue running
the school, especially with substantial amounts of money needed
to provide scholarships to allow
students to attend the school.
“We have looked over this
for several years,” said Keuss. “It
was certainly not a decision that
comes overnight without a lot of
research into ways that we could
help make (the enrollment) grow.
(The need to close the school) just
became increasingly evident that
with not only the (enrollment)
but also with the financial need of
the young ladies that apply to our
school.”
The school’s alumnae reacted
with dismay to the announcement
of the school closing.
“They are very, very sad that
the school they love so much is
closing. There has been an outpouring of ‘How can we help?’
(and) ‘What can we do to help it
stay open?’. It’s just not going to
happen. It takes a tremendous
endowment to keep a school like
this open. Unless we won that big
lottery out there this week, the
Powerball, that’s never going to
happen for us,” said Keuss.
The school’s students and faculty are also coming to terms with
the closing of their school next
year.
“There’s a sadness, I think.
Our faculty, administration, staff
and students are sad. This is a very
close-knit community, and so
we’re trying to help one another
deal with the reality of our grief
and trying to help one another
look at what comes next for each
of us,” said President Borgel.
As the school completes its final year, its faculty reflect on what

was distinctive about the school.
“In a nutshell, what this
school does is empowers young
women to believe in themselves, to
set goals and to chart a course on
how to reach those goals. I think
that’s imperative for all youth, but
especially for young women,” said
Keuss.
“There’s a great diversity here.
We have racial diversity, we have
economic diversity, (and) we have
academic diversity,” said Borgel.
“So all of that diversity is very enriching for the young women. The
students see diversity as enriching, rather than as something that
separates them from each other.”
“We’re all very, very grateful
to have been a part of this school
and its 130-year legacy. And while
we wish it could continue, we realize God gave us an opportunity
to do something wonderful in this
city of St. Louis, and we did it,”
said Keuss.
Though its small size and
location meant St. Elizabeth was
forced to yield to demographic
forces earlier, other Catholic high
schools are under similar pressures.
“At most of the other high
schools in the Archdiocese, enrollment is declining,” said Borgel. “We have a smaller number of
students so the decline happened
more quickly. But the projections
regarding demographics for all the
Catholic high schools are that the
enrollments will decline. There are
fewer children. The costs of education are higher. These are all factors in declining enrollment.”
According to Director of Pastoral Planning for the St. Louis
Archdiocese John Schwob, high

Castro, Brennan back from Honduras
(continued from page 1)
dom people knew how to speak
English, so that helped, but a lot
of times we were on our own.”
“People off the streets were
given jobs at the bakery to sort of
help them get off the street and
get away from the drug trafficking and things like that,” Castro
explained.
The next week, they worked
with Nelson Rodriguez, who runs
a school in Honduras. Rodriguez
pays for all of the food that the
school provides out of his own
pocket and helps educate students
from kindergarten through high
school who have little or no money for such things.
The older students at Rodriguez’s school learn working skills,
said Brennan. They have a water
treatment plant that delivers water around Catacamas, they learn
soldering, and they also learn carpentry, all in hopes that after high
school they can get a job, because
not many of them go to college.
At the school, Castro and
Brennan delivered water from the
water treatment plant and then
helped out by cleaning and painting certain parts of the building
that needed refurbishing.
Finally, they went back to
the hospital in their last few days,
working in a storage room, helping move around boxes, working
in a pharmacy, and even helping
a doctor use an ultrasound machine.
“They can’t read in Eng-

lish, so I was looking through
the manual,” explained Brennan.
“Everything from the hospital is
pretty much donated from the
United States. So when medical
missionaries come down, they
bring supplies.”
The seniors had to get the site
approved by the campus ministers
in charge of senior service project, as well as by Principal John
Moran. Because of Castro’s con-

nection with the site, St. Louis U.
High will probably not send another senior service project group
to Honduras apart from Merriot’s
group, save next year when Castro’s brother Victor hopes to do
the same.
“We might go back in a few
years,” said Castro, “see how everything’s going, see if anything’s
changed.”
photo | courtesy of Kevin Brennan

Senior Kevin Brennan shares a smile with a kid in Honduras.

schools are especially vulnerable
in places like South St. Louis. A
declining population of Catholics has meant fewer Baptisms
and more parish school closures.
The replacement of an older generation with many more young
people in south St. Louis over the
last few years has not stopped the
decline since many of these young
people have not yet had children,
and when they do, do not raise
them Catholic. This has led to a
smaller pool of prospective students for schools like St. Elizabeth Academy. But the declining
population of Catholic children
in South St. Louis just makes it a
more extreme sample of the Archdiocese as a whole.
“Enrollments are down in the
whole Archdiocese,” said Schwob.
“We’ve had a decline in Baptisms,
and if you have fewer Baptisms,
you’re going to have fewer Catholic elementary students, and then
you’re going to have fewer high
school students.”
Schwob attributed the decline
in prospective students in part to
lower birth rates and decreased
religiosity among young parents.
Schools have begun to use
a variety of methods to increase
enrollment, according to Schwob.
These have included more recruitment of Catholic students
attending public schools in Public School Religion classes and
non-Catholic students. And like
St. Elizabeth Academy, schools are
trying to expand beyond their traditional recruitment areas.
A few schools have succeeded in maintaining enrollments or at least reversing their
decline. St. Louis U. High has

5

maintained growing enrollment
in part by behaving like a private
magnet school, drawing students
from a larger area than many
other schools. St. Dominic’s high
school in St. Charles has sustained
growth as the population around
it has boomed. And according to
Schwob, CBC began to reverse
a decline last year by recruiting
around 100 students thanks to
campaigns to attract public school
students.
But most schools’ enrollments continue to shrink. The decline of students among Catholic
schools in St. Louis actually lags
behind a national trend in the
same direction, according to Dr.
Robert Oliveri, Associate Superintendent for Secondary School Administration for the Archdiocese
of St. Louis.
“We are very fortunate that
the enrollment in our diocese has
not been shrinking at all at the
level of other urban diocese ... but
there is no question that it has
been declining since at least the
early ’80s,” said Oliveri.
St. Louis Catholic schools will
receive at least a few new students
next year, as freshmen, sophomores and juniors from St. Elizabeth Academy search for a new
school to attend next year. Last
Saturday 14 Catholic high schools
visited St. Elizabeth to recruit students to their schools.
“All of those schools have
reached out to our girls in a very
welcoming way. I’m very much
heartened by the academic community here in St. Louis,” said Keuss.

Elfrink, ’01, breaks A-Rod
PED story
(continued from page 1)
were accurate. They were. When
he had finished investigating, Elfrink then wrote the story. He only
published the names of clients
whose involvement with Biogenesis could be independently confirmed and who he deemed newsworthy. Seven pages long on the
New Times website, Elfrink says
he strove to lay out the information as clearly as possible for the
readers.
“I tried to be as transparent
as I could. For each player, I say
exactly what it says about them on
these records, and over the next
week, I uploaded to our site the
exact copies of these records,” Elfrink said. “I wanted to tell readers as exactly and specifically as
possible what it said about them
and then show them the actual
records.”
Elfrink said that the only
challenge of the investigation was
the sheer size of it.
“It was just like any investigation. The trick was the scope of it,”
Elfrink said. “I wouldn’t say there
was anything particularly harder
than a normal investigation. It’s
just a matter of taking the time
and the breadth to explore every
possible angle.”
After the story broke, Elfrink

reaped the rewards of his hard
work, appearing in various interviews both on TV and the radio.
“I did an ESPN Outside the
Lines interview, I did NPR,” Elfrink said.
Elfrink was the editor in chief
of Volume 65 of the Prep News, in
2000-’01. After SLUH, he went
to Mizzou, and then worked at
the Omaha World-Herald before
moving on to the Miami New
Times so he could focus on writing features.
Elfrink credited the Prep
News for preparing him for a career in journalism.
“I had a whole investigation
into the Jesuit ties into steroid distribution,” Elfrink joked.
In all seriousness, Elfrink
said Prep News moderator Steve
Missey helped him develop as a
reporter, especially by giving him
the freedom to write the articles
he wanted to write at SLUH.
“My time at Prep News was a
huge learning experience. There’s
no question it put me on the path
towards wanting to do this kind
of stuff,” Elfrink said. “Missey in
particular was a big influence on
me.”
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Racquetball finishes 7-3, braces for Parkway opposition at State
BY Thomas
STAFF

Riganti

V

arsity racquetball capped off
its 7-3 season by avenging its
3-4 loss to Parkway North/Central with a 4-3 win on Wednesday,
setting the stage for a close State
contest between SLUH, Parkway North/Central, and Parkway
West.
Junior Drew Ferguson and
sophomore Brian Kissel at doubles finished their season with a
4-4 record after losing to Parkway
North/Central in two games. The
team had the lead in the first game
but fell 13-15. The team struggled
to get on the board in the second
game, losing 4-15.
The team started the game
strong but, according to Kissel,
“We fell apart. Going into State
we need to play together, start
strong, and end strong.”
Sophomore No. 6 seed Kevin
Schneier finished his season 10-0
after winning his match 15-3, 157, giving him the No. 1 seed for
the State tournament in the No.
6 bracket. Schneier showed his
dominance this season by playing in only one tiebreaker in his
ten matches. Schneier’s only challenge at State should be Parkway
West’s Sonny Jadali. Schneier beat
Jadali in an 11-7 tiebreaker the
first match of the season and then

photo | John Kissel

in two games the second time.
Junior No. 5 seed Jacob
Abrahamian won 15-8, 15-12
to end his 9-1 season. His only
loss came against Parkway West’s
Danny Scanlon. Abrahamian lost
that match in a tiebreaker 8-11.
He had also beat Scanlon 11-10 in
a tiebreaker earlier in the season.
The close competition between Abrahamian and Scanlon
should make a close final at State.
“I just have to minimize my
mistakes,” said Abrahamian.
Senior No. 4 seed A.J. Cirillo
took his third forfeit of the season
against Parkway North/Central,
giving him a 9-0 record. Despite
these forfeits, Cirillo faced a
tough Parkway West opponent,
Matt Stewart. Cirillo beat Stewart
the first time 11-4 in a tiebreaker
and was not there for the second
time. If Cirillo stays as consistent
as he’s been this whole season, it
should be business as usual for
the senior, looking for his second
consecutive varsity State win at
his seed.
Junior No. 3 seed Alex Burbee beat Parkway North/Central’s
Rael Deegan 15-9, 15-3 to finish
8-2 on the season. His only two
losses were against Deegan in
a 5-11 tiebreaker and Parkway
West’s Eddie O’Neil in a 9-11 tiebreaker. Fortunately for Burbee,

O’Neil is out for the season with
an injury. If Burbee can bring his
best game, he should be able to
win the third seed at State.
Senior No. 2 seed Lorenzo
Crim faced Parkway North/Central’s Marc Hansel, losing 13-15,
6-15. Hansel and Parkway West’s
Ryan Schreiber have been a challenge for Crim, and his only three
losses in his ten game season.
Junior No. 1 seed Thomas
Riganti lost his fifth match of
the season to Parkway North/
Central’s Zack Lazenby 2-15, 1415. Riganti showed progress in
the second game but still played
poorly in the first game. If Riganti can find a way to beat Lazenby
and Parkway West’s Curtis Smith,
he has a chance to win State.
With close competition at
most seeds, State will come down
to execution. If the SLUH players
can stick to the smart percentage
racquetball that head coach Joe
Koestner teaches, the title is just
within their grasp.
“With technique and strategy improving as the season
progressed, the Racquetbills are
looking forward to taking on the
competition at State and Nationals a week later,” said Koestner in
an email to the Prep News.

Junior Joel Brumfield checks the back court as he prepares to serve.

Wrestlers finish fifth, look to pounce on Districts
BY Mar Lonsway
REPORTER

T

he Jr. Bills wrestling team
capped the regular season by
finishing fifth out of 13 teams in
the last tournament of the season,
at Seckman High School, home of
the Jaguars.
“All the teams that finished
above us are pretty top notch
teams. But we also finished above
other teams that had beaten us
earlier in the year,” said head
coach Jon Ott.
SLUH topped Mehlville and
CBC, both teams in the same division which SLUH had lost to
previously in the season. Seckman, who placed third in last
year’s State championship, took
first place in their own tournament.
Besides the team’s success, many individual wrestlers
placed high in the bracket as well.
Sophomore Collin Arroyo and
junior Jim Onder earned fifth, junior Brandon Bollinger finished

fourth, and placing just slightly
higher than the rest of the team,
junior Sean Mulligan, sophomore Max Kavy, and seniors Nick
Geiser and captain Sam Wilhelm
all placed third.
“Melville was the only school
that beat me,” said Wilhelm,
“They’re in our district and he
beat me in a five to one margin.
This week I’ll be preparing on
not just wrestling him, but other
people in my district who I’ve
already lost to, so I have to work
even harder this week than I have
been.”
Though he placed as well as
Wilhelm, Geiser didn’t reach the
finals.
“(Geiser) really should have
been in the finals. He ended up
getting pinned on a fluke. He put
himself in bad position and got
pinned in the semis, but he took
third, so that was still good for
him,” said Ott.
Geiser is expected to do well
in the upcoming district tourna-

ment at CBC.
Sophomore McKenzie Callahan struggled at Seckman, but he
remains optimistic for the district
tournament.
“I think I have the heart and
ability to go far in Districts, but
for me, it’s about getting into the
right mindset that I can beat these
guys if I wrestle the way I know I
can,” said Callahan.
Callahan also had insight
about how the rest of the team
should perform at districts.
“After a really good week at
Seckman, I think we can do really well at districts. With Mulligan and Bollinger at the lower
weights, and Kavy and Wilhem
in the heavier (weights), we have
a solid lineup,” said Callahan. “As
for me, I can only hope to do my
best.”
The past week has been a
week of intensive practice and review for the wrestlers. All-Senior
Captain Jack Flotte is concussed
after receiving a head butt to the
photo | Leo Heinz

ACES hosts
Pruitt- Igoe
Myth
viewing
The Association for Cultural Enrichment at SLUH (ACES) hosted a viewing and discussion of the documentary The Pruitt-Igoe Myth on Thursday evening in the Si Commons. Pruitt-Igoe was a major public
housing project built in St. Louis in the 1950s. The film traced the decline and ultimate demolition of the
buildings. After the screening, ACES opened the floor for remarks and insight. Check next week’s Prep
News for a full article on the presentation.

temple and will miss the rest of
the season. Still supporting the
team however, Flotte gave some
morale for Jim Onder, who will be
taking his place in the lineup.
“I know that Jim has been
doing really well at 145 (lb weight
class) and he has as good of a
chance as anyone else to make it.
He’s wrestled many district opponents and done well against
them, too,” said Flotte. “This is the
weight he should be wrestling at
to do his best.”
With a mostly healthy team,
high hopes, and determination,
the wrestlers will head to Town
and Country Friday night for
the district tournament at CBC,
where they will face off against
district opponents. The top four
positions in each weight class will
move on to Columbia, Mo., for
the State Championships at Mizzou.

Underclassmen
Sports
Racquetball
JV (2-2)
1/31 vs. Kirkwood
W 4-1
2/6 vs. Parkway North/Central
L 2-3
Basketball
JV (12-6)
2/1 vs. Chaminade
W 25-23
2/5 vs. Ladue
W 53-43
2/6 vs Parkway West
W 53-31
Hockey
JV (11-4-1)
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Basketball drops three more close games against top-10 opponents
BY Brian Dugan
and Lane Koch-Etzel

photo | Patrick Enderle

SPORTS EDITOR, REPORTER

M

aybe they had an earlyseason edge. Maybe they
had more energy in November
and December than they do now.
Maybe they just had plenty of
luck. Whatever it was, the St. Louis U. High basketball team (13-9,
1-4) is struggling to recapture the
late-game edge that carried it to a
10-2 start.
The Jr. Bills dropped three
straight games this week against
No. 9 Chaminade (56-49), Webster Groves (45-36), and Ladue
(65-62) before finally handling
Parkway West on Wednesday
night for a 62-41 victory.
Paced by junior forward Austin Sottile, SLUH kept it close on
Friday night against Chaminade.
After a speedy first quarter, the Jr.
Bills trailed 18-14, and Chaminade then took a 30-21 lead into
halftime.
In the second half, SLUH had
multiple chances to take the lead,
but in the third quarter freshman
point guard Matt Nester left the
game with an ankle injury. Nester
is averaging 7.5 points a game,
but he failed to score before he
hobbled off the court, and the Red
Devils never relinquished their
lead as they went on to win 56-49.
“We had a similar approach
as the first time we played them,”
Sottile said. “We just tried to attack and be aggressive on defense.
I think we played better offensively in that game, but we couldn’t
get enough stops in the first half,
and they just pulled away in the
fourth quarter.”
Sottile scored a season-high
24 points, his fourth straight game
in double figures. Junior guard
Charlie Nester racked up the second-most points with eight.

Junior Chris Booker drives the lane on Friday night against Chaminade. Booker scored five points in the game.

On Saturday afternoon, the
Jr. Bills took on No. 10 Webster
Groves at Maryville for the Private-Public American Heart Association Showcase. (Michigan
State head coach Tom Izzo was in
the building to scout CBC juniors
Jordan Barnett and Patrick McCaw.) Matt Nester sat out as his
ankle nagged him.
As they had done in five of
their previous seven losses, the Jr.
Bills failed to score 10 points in
the first quarter, registering only
two points against the Statesmen.
Luckily for SLUH, their aggressive defense forced 20 Webster
turnovers and held them to three
consecutive nine-point quarters,
and trailed only 27-24 entering
the final quarter.
Head coach Erwin Claggett
didn’t seek out excuses, but he

acknowledged that the grind of
a fourth game in five days might
have played a role in the slow
start.
“That was our third straight
game,” Claggett said. “But it was
good to go through (that stretch),
and I know the boys were giving
everything physically, but we were
just fatigued mentally.”
Sloppy play in the third
quarter might have cost SLUH a
chance to play freely in the fourth
quarter, as the Jr. Bills registered
10 fouls in the quarter alone, putting Webster in the double bonus
throughout the fourth quarter.
Despite Webster’s poor 50 percent
clip from the free throw line, they
held on to win 45-36, only the
second time all year that SLUH
has been held to fewer than 40
points.

Sottile again led SLUH with
12 points, five rebounds, and two
assists. But the Jr. Bills shot only
37.5 percent on the day and committed 23 turnovers.
“That was just a sloppy game
with a lot of fouls,” Sottile said.
“And with Matt out … guys had
to do stuff they’re not used to doing. We just kind of struggled offensively.”
On Tuesday, Matt Nester returned from the bench as SLUH
faced No. 5 Ladue on the road.
Ladue, who beat CBC 60-58 on
Jan. 11, was averaging 60.5 points
heading into their match-up with
the Jr. Bills.
Showing up to play in the first
quarter this time, SLUH scored 19
points in the quarter, the team’s
second-highest total this season.
But that quick advantage went

away just as fast, as the Rams rode
a 21-point second quarter to a 3532 halftime lead.
“It’s always helpful to get your
starting point guard back, even
when he’s not starting the game,”
Greiner said. “(Sottile) ’s a shooting threat, so guys had to close
out on him, allowing us to take in
and drive a little bit. It just opened
up the court a lot more.”
But despite the more open
court, SLUH’s offense couldn’t
keep pace with Ladue’s. Their attempt to send the game to overtime after two missed Ladue
free throws with three seconds
left came up short, as Sottile’s
shot bounced off the rim. Ladue
walked away with a 65-62 win.
“We couldn’t have asked for
anything better (in that situation), with our best player getting
a three-point shot pretty much
wide open,” Claggett said. “But
we’re just trying to figure out the
little things to win these close
games.”
“We’ve just gotta learn to
finish games,” Sottile said. “The
more close games we’ll play, the
better we’ll be for the end of the
year and for Districts.”
Greiner had a team-leading
17 points, and the Jr. Bills shot
83.3 percent from the line. But
Ladue had too many opportunities, managing 50 shots.
On Wednesday, SLUH won
by double digits for the first time
since Dec. 28, defeating Parkway
West 62-41. Sottile led the charge
again with 21 points.
The Jr. Bills have three more
games before District play starts,
playing at DeSmet on Friday at 7
before hosting Vianney on Tuesday at 6 and CBC on Feb. 15 at 7.
With three wins, they could finish
MCC play with a .500 record.

Hockey ices round robin play, will face Kirkwood in quarterfinals
Nick Kimble
reporter
BY

W

ith a sweep in the first
round of playoffs, the St.
Louis U. High hockey team sits
at the top of its bracket going
into quarterfinals after sweeping through a tough Lindbergh
team, Vianney, and finally Westminster in round robin play.
In front of two large playoff
hockey crowds, the HockeyBills
faced off against the Lindbergh
Flyers. The Jr. Bills, who were the
home team, played to put on a
show and make a statement.
Until the second period,
each goalie was tending the net
phenomenally. After the first period, the Jr. Bills were only up 1-0.
Unfortunately for the Lindbergh
fan section, the worst was yet to
come. By the end of the game the
final was an 8-4 bashing.
“We had a full squad and
the whole team was amped up
for the game,” said senior Mike
Cella. “We wanted to get some
momentum and as soon as the
puck dropped we were rolling.”
Although the glass is low and
protective nets are nowhere to
be found, one advantage of the
Kennedy Ice rink is the chance

photo | Austin Strifler

to see the players walk right beside the fans as they skate off. As
both fan sections cleared to form
a paparazzi-like walkway for each
team, the Jr. Bill crowd support
could be heard chanting, “This is
our house!”
Forty-eight hours later, the
hockey team geared up for what
would be one of the hardest
fought games in the season.
With a few minutes left in
the first period, the Vianney
Golden Griffins struck first. The
cheerleaderless Jr. Bills could not
sneak one past Vianney’s security.
Their goalie could do no wrong,
as countless SLUH players flung
puck after puck towards the twine.
“We know we didn’t have
our best game and their goalie
was standing on his head, but we
never stopped playing with confidence, which finally led to some
breaks,” said senior defenseman
Peter Hummel.
Finally those breaks came,
as the NeversaydieBills managed
to wedge a puck by the Vianney
netminder. Just six minutes later,
SLUH captured the lead. The student section went bananas.
Hummel said, “We needed a
win like that. We needed to face

some adversity. I think it really
showed us how different playoff
hockey is and how it won’t be an
easy road to Scottrade.”
SLUH squeaked by Vianney
2-1.
For the final game of the first
round playoff, the Jr. Bills faced
Westminster. The Westminster
hockey team played like it was the
final stand; in fact, it was. Without
a victory over SLUH, they faced
elimination.
Senior Nick Walters commented, “We knew Westminster
would come out hard because
for some of them it was their last
high school game ever, but we just
stayed calm and took care of business.”
The Puckbills refused to be
defeated as they went into the
first period up 2-0. Hummel put
SLUH on the board, followed
by a dirty break from junior
Christian Hoffmeister. Following the triple deke backhanded
flip-in, those in attendance requested a quick shower to rinse
off the filth. The rest of the game
did not get much better for the
Westminster ice hockey team or
their eccentrically-dressed fans.
The Bills finished with 40 more

Junior Nick Thomas beats a Vianney defender en route to the goal. SLUH
scored two third period goals to take a 2-1 victory.

shots on goal than Westminster.
“Our defense shut them down
and all three lines put the puck in
the net. It was a good all around
game for us,” added Walters.
Three more goals were added
by Remy Hoffmann, Cole Tarlas,
and Jack Kinzel. With a final of
5-1 the FitzpatrickBills emerged
undefeated in round robin play—
the only team in this year’s Challenge Cup bracket to do so.
Quarterfinals start tonight at
eight o’clock against Kirkwood.
The Bills will play a best-of-two
series: one is tonight at Affton and

the other takes place at Queeny
Park on Monday. The time is 6:30.
If the two games are split, a short,
third game is played following the
end of the second game on Monday night.
“We know what we have to
do,” said senior captain Chase
Berger. “As long as we come to
play every night, then I’m confident we will win.”
“My dad and two older
brothers have all played in a state
championship; never has SLUH
won. It’s about time we changed
that,” Berger added.
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Friday, February 8
photo | Austin Strifler

Signing Day
-Baseball-

-Football-

-golf-

JJ Guenther
Truman State University

Alec Abeln
University of Missouri – Columbia

Ben Hutchison
Rockhurst University

Brian Howard
Texas Christian University

Nick Granberry
Lindenwood University

Ryan Hurston
DePauw University

Tyler McNeil
Quincy University

Kaleb King
Middle Tennessee State

Andy Riek
Truman State University

Michael Potter
Spring Hill College

-HockeyChase Berger
Penn State University

V Wrestling @ District Tournament @ CBC
AP
Senior Class Mass
Sophomore Bonus Reading Test
5:30pm B Basketball @ DeSmet
7pm
V Basketball @ DeSmet
Lunch Special—Roast Beef on French
Healthy—Roast Beef

Schedule R

Saturday, February 9
V Wrestling @ District Tournament @ CBC
8pm
Sno-Ball
ACT
Theater Tech through Feb. 17

-track & fieldAlex Groesch
University of Notre Dame

-lacrosse-

-volleyball-

Stephen Lordo
Robert Morris University

Tom Beckmann
Lewis University

Justin Mayfield
Robert Morris University

Kurt Thiemann
Princeton University

Sunday, Februay 10
CISL Speech Team @ SLUH
1pm
Freshman Retreat Leader Meeting

Monday, February 11

Schedule R

AP

NHS Member Meeting
Consecration to Mary
Lunch Special—Meatball Sandwich
Healthy—Calzones

Tuesday, February 12

Latin Club goes to U. City for
Winter Classics Festival
photo | Jack Godar

Freshman George Huhmann participates in an olive-eating contest.
BY Ian Hurford
REPORTER

F

ifteen St. Louis U. High Latin
Club members went to the Winter Classics Festival at University City
High School last Saturday. The Latin
clubs of U. City and SLUH were cosponsors, and SLUH Latin teacher
Jennifer Ice ran the event. Participating schools included Lebanon, John
Burroughs, U. City, and Clayton.
Students participated in games
such as Latin flyswatter, certamen, a
scavenger hunt, and a human auction.
In Latin flyswatter, the contestants
had to be the first to swat the correct
word as it was read aloud. Certamen is
a Latin-oriented version of quiz bowl.
The scavenger hunt led the students
around U. City’s school through a series of clues to find a locker. If they
could crack the combination, they
could retrieve some tasty cookies.
In the human auction, students
would volunteer themselves to be sold
and be their buyer’s helper for the rest
of the day. Freshmen Aedan James
and Aiden Evans sold themselves off
as a pair for six dollars.

The teams for the games had
contestants from each of the different schools. Winners of the various
games received prizes at the end of the
day. SLUH junior and Missouri Junior
Classical League (MOJCL) Vice President Jack Godar said,”It was just a really fun time. I think everyone there
enjoyed it.”
There was a lot of preparation for
the event. Ice, who had previously run
the festival when she taught at U. City,
decided to run it again after taking a
break last year, her first year ar SLUH.
Ice offered to have SLUH run this
year’s festival, but was uncomfortable with the size of SLUH’s building,
so she used her connections back at
U. City to help coordinate the event.
SLUH hosted the event, using U. City’s
building.
The main purpose of the Winter
Classics Festival was to prepare the
students for the MOJCL State Convention that will be held in April. Many
of the events at the Winter Classics
Festival were similar to the statewide
convention, but on a smaller scale.
Freshmen and other students who had
never participated in a MOJCL event
got a glimpse of what the statewide
version would be like.
Many of the contests were similar,
but the MOJCL statewide convention
is more formal and competitive, with
a few more games and official awards
instead of the fun prizes of the Festival.
“This was like a smaller version
of the State Convention,” said Ice. “I
think it was actually more fun.”
Godar, who has been to the statewide convention twice and once to the
national convention, was excited to go
to the Winter Classics Festival for the
first time. SLUH has been involved
with the MOJCL statewide convention for years, and the chance to go
to a new competition was a new opportunity both for the fun and for the
valuable Latin practice.

SLUH talks gun
violence

continued from page 1
“I think the meeting went very
well and I was especially happy about
the discussions we had on background
checks and mental illness,” said Keuss.
“I think people were really able to see
how complex this issue is and how it
will take more time to come to a solution.”
“The end goal is that we want to
gather the leaders of the three groups
Pax Christi, Students for Life, and
Young Republicans and write a letter
to the Prep News saying this is something we agreed on,” said Callon.

Late Start
Junior Kairos through Feb. 15
7am
Mother’s Club Fac./Staff Mardis Gras Breakfast
4pm
Admissions Phone-a-Jr.-Bill
4:30pm B Basketball vs. Vianney
6pm
V Basketball vs. Vianney
Lunch Special—Pizza
Healthy—Chicken Sticklers

Wednesday, February 13
Ash Wednesday Mass
Lunch Special—Bosco Sticks
Healthy—Fish Fillet

Thursday, February 14

Schedule R
V Wrestling @ State Championships @ Mizzou Arena
through Feb. 16
Freshman Registration/Campus Ministry Meeting
AP
Truman State University—M112
7:30pm Dauphin Players Production: Brigadoon
Lunch Special—Papa John’s
Healthy—Salisbury Stea

Friday, February 14

No Classes
Faculty Retreat
5:30pm B Basketball vs. CBC
7pm
V Basketball vs. CBC
7:30pm Dauphin Players Production: Brigadoon

Ice Madness
Quarterfinals
#1

CBC

#11

Vianney

#4

Chaminade

#5

Oakville

#3

Lindbergh

#6

DeSmet

#9

Kirkwood

#2

Semifinals

Mass Schedule

calendar | compiled by Sam Fentress

Challenge Cup Championship

2013 Mid-States
Champion

SLUH

1. Make your picks!
2. Cut out the bracket and bring it to the Prep News office (across the hall from Mr. Mueller’s room
in the J-wing)
3. Be sure to include your name and homeroom on the bracket
4. The winner will receive a prize (to be determined) and recognition in the Prep News

