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Trapped in Brigadoon’s enchantment

299 letters sent to
the Class of 2017

photo | Kyle Vogt

Near County parish schools and zip codes
lead as source of students
15% of admitted students are minorities
BY Joe Kreienkamp
CORE STAFF

M

Senior Scottie Scewzyk (right) addresses senior Joe Essig (center) and junior Tom Fields (left) at a Brigadoon dress
rehearsal
BY Paul J.
REPORTER

Fister

T

he St. Louis U. High Dauphin Players will perform
the musical Brigadoon, directed
by long-time SLUH director and

theater namesake Joe Schulte and
starring seniors Joe Essig and Jack
Halbert, as well as juniors Tom
Fields and Michael Schimmele.
The dance-heavy musical
features two Yanks, Tommy Al-

bright (Essig) and Jeff Douglas
(Fields) who take a trip to the
Scottish Highlands for a hunting
trip, only to get lost during the
first night and stumble upon the
continued on page 4

Dartmouth’s refusal of
credit tests AP’s mettle
What are tests worth once
high school ends?
BY Stephen
CORE STAFF

F

Lumetta

or many St. Louis U. High students, Advanced Placement
(AP) classes are an important part
of academics. Students invest lots
of time and money into trying to
get AP credit for college courses.
Dartmouth College, an Ivy
League university, recently announced that they would no longer be accepting AP credit. The
announcement has set off a debate
as to whether students getting AP
credit are prepared to skip introductory college courses.
According to Dartmouth
professor Hakan Tell, the chair of
the committee on instruction that
had proposed the change, high
school AP classes did not meet
Dartmouth’s standards.
Does research support the

notion that AP classes aren’t as
rigorous as Dartmouth’s introductory courses? Dartmouth’s
psychology department gave tests
to students who took AP Psychology and determined that the students were not prepared to skip
the Dartmouth equivalent. Dartmouth’s committee did not consider the research to be scientific,
and did not factor it into their decision.
In fact, the Dartmouth committee didn’t use any research,
and that’s what bothers Assistant
Principal for Academics Tom
Becvar, who helps to write the AP
BC Calculus exam. Becvar was
meeting with college professors
who help write the exam when
Dartmouth announced its decision.
continued on page 2

The weekly student newspaper
of St. Louis University High School
4970 Oakland Ave. - St. Louis, MO 63110
(314) 531-0330 ext. 2241
online at sluh.org/prepnews
prepnews@sluh.org
©2013 St. Louis University High School Prep
News. No material may be reprinted without the
permission of the editors and moderator.

ail carriers delivered 299
eighth graders letters last
Sunday, informing them that
they would be part of the Class of
2017 at St. Louis University High
School.
This year, 351 prospective
students sent applications to
SLUH; last year’s was 349 applicants.
The accepted class’s size of
299 eighth graders is also similar
to last year’s total of 295. Last year,
only 279 out of the admitted students came to SLUH, which was
factored into the number of students admitted this year. Director

of Admissions Anja Schmelter
believes that the ideal class should
have 280 students.
The Admissions Board used
to admit 280 people, but when
students began changing decisions about SLUH, the Admission Board began accepting the
so-called waiting list, assuming
that 15 or 20 students might drop
applications from SLUH. The students already admitted could fill
the gap.
“Despite the fact that we admit close to 300, the reason we do
that is because every year there is
about 15 to 20 kids that are admitted and end up choosing not
to matriculate for a variety of reacontinued on page 8

Whistling, Billy Joel medleys...
Krausz, Newsham, and Harris advance in Teen Talent
competition as field winnows from 153 to 38
BY Jacob
REPORTER

Hilmes

self potrait | Gabe Newsham

S

t. Louis U. High offered its top
singers, musicians, and even
a whistler to the St. Louis Teen
Talent Competition this year for
the chance to win a $7,000 scholarship. Juniors Gabe Newsham,
Sam Krausz, and Kevin Harris
are competing, and have already
made it past the first round.
“It was kind of scary, a little
intimidating. You have to be kind
of sure about your talents, sure
about who you are. But on the
day of it, I think it went well,” said
Harris.
Every year, the Fox Performing Arts Charitable Foundation
holds the competition, and the
process starts with registration
on Dec. 1, and ends with a final
round on April 12. Winners are
announced on stage after the final
round.

“I’ve been singing since I was
three,” said Harris. “So, I had to
think of something that would
make me stand out. I mean, I
danced, but dancing isn’t number
one for me.”
Harris chose the song “I
Am Changing” from the musical

Dream Girls.
“I chose ‘I Am Changing’ because of the message of it,” said
Harris. “It’s about peeling away
the layers to get to the true self under everything else, and it’s about
your life changing and changing
as you grow. I just thought it was
the perfect song, especially for
now, going through high school,
just changing as a person.”
Contestants will perform
their same act consistently
throughout the five-month period, although there are a wide
variety of acts.
“It has to be judged pretty
generally because this talent show
doesn’t include just musical acts,”
said Krausz. “You can be a comedian, you can be a rapper, you
could be a juggler, you can be an
acrobat.”
There are 19 judges total
continued on page 8
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Hockey to face Lindbergh in semis
The IceBills dominate Kirkwood with ease
and slide on into the semifinals. Page 6

Evil Laboratory: IT’S ALIVE!
The foreign language department is soon
to have the new and advanced language
labs running and ready for class. Page 2
Be my Valentine, Mr. Schulte?
Teachers across the generations discuss
what it was like back in their day to go on
a date. Oo-la-la! Page 5

Brick by Brick
Senior Brendan McDermott builds on his
time at Annunziata—through the medium of Legos. Pages 3
Please write an essay of 250-650 words...
Word count expands and subjects narrow
for the Common Application essay, widely
used to apply to colleges. Pages 2

Basketbills continued to struggle
The once-successful BasketBills worn
down by DeSmet and Vianney. Page 7
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Common App changes essay topics, length
BY Will
STAFF

Smith

S

Spanish teacher Charley Merriott in the language lab.

Repaired, revamped
language lab back in service
BY Kieran Connolly, Daniel
Lally, and Ian Hurford
STAFF, REPORTERS

B

ig changes are coming to the
language labs of St. Louis U.
High. The older one was installed
in the mid-90s and is nearing retirement, while the newer one has
been put out of commission by
technical issues.
Nearly all SLUH students
use the language labs, which are a
crucial part of many foreign language classes.
“(The labs) create opportunities where the students can
work individually. It’s not just one
teacher talking to the class,” said
Russian teacher Robert Chura,
who headed the language lab renovation initiative.
For some students, the labs
play a smaller role in their language curriculum. For others,
however, they are a major part of
the course and it can really throw
off the schedule if they are not
available.
Sophomore and French student Matias Grignola said, “They
help me as a student in the sense
that I hear the language from
someone other than the teacher.”
The newer system, in room
220C, failed earlier this year and,
with the installment of a new system, is almost ready for use.
The loss of the 220C lab has
been particularly irksome to AP
Spanish teacher Kevin Moore.

“The biggest issue was that
one of the biggest components of
the AP test has students listen to
dialogues, listen to short narratives and then record their own
responses,” said Moore. “There’s
really no way to practice that
without having each student record his own responses.”
Such recording and review
was simply not possible to do in
the older lab.
While both language labs
previously consisted of a headset and recording deck at each
student station, the new setup
provides 220C with headphoneequipped Mac laptops at each station. The laptops run a language
lab software developed at Northwestern University.
Originally, workers from
Chicago were scheduled to come
to SLUH and install the upgrade,
but it was decided that students
from SLUH would do the work,
with the input of the workers who
remain in Chicago. The lab should
be up and running within a week.
The older lab, however, is
much further away from completion. The second lab has gone virtually unchanged in over 15 years,
as its continued use of cassette
tapes attests. The same laptopbased system will be installed in
this lab as well, perhaps later in
the school year or over the summer break.

AP Dartmouth
(continued from page 1)

“(The professors) were furious
about this. It was not done scientifically,” said Becvar. “Very
prestigious professors around the
country who have been involved
with AP are also questioning

Dartmouth, saying, ‘Tell us where
this research is,’ and they don’t
have any.”
Furthermore, Becvar believes
that AP courses could actually be
better than college introductory
courses.
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ignificant changes to the 2013’14 College Common Application will give students new but
fewer essay choices and higher
word counts to make their case
for admission. A College App
committee designed the changes
to make it easier for applicants,
but only time will tell if students
agree.
The biggest changes to the
Common App concern the allimportant personal essay. The
new Common App has discarded
the 500-word guideline for the
personal essay and replaced it
with a strictly-enforced 250 to
650-word limit. In previous years,
student essays could exceed 500
words and expect that colleges
would read past the limit.
Next year will be the first year
colleges will no longer consider
an essay over or under the word
limit. Essays less than 250 words
or more than 650 words will be
disregarded and not read.
“I think the strict cut-off will
help students write tighter essays which is helpful because it
makes them take out all the stuff
that doesn’t need to be there,” said
counselor Dave Mouldon.
“The max on the essays does
help students to focus and helps
the students be more precise and
concise,” said English teacher Jim
Raterman.
Next year’s changes also eliminate the free response essay, the
most commonly chosen prompt
by students. The free response
option allowed students to write
about whatever they wanted.
In the new application, stu-

2012 Questions

2013 Questions

1. Evaluate a significant experience,
achievement, risk you have taken, or
ethical dilemma you have faced and its
impact on you.
2. Discuss some issue of personal, local,
national, or international concern and
its importance to you.
3. Indicate a person who has had a significant influence on you, and describe
that influence.
4. Describe a character in fiction, a historical figure, or a creative work (as in
art, music, science, etc.) that has had
an influence on you, and explain that
influence.
5. A range of academic interests, personal perspectives, and life experiences
adds much to the educational mix. Given your personal background, describe
an experience that illustrates what you
would bring to the diversity in a college
community or an encounter that demonstrated the importance of diversity
to you.
6. Topic of your choice.

1. Some students have a background
story that is so central to their identity that they believe their application
would be incomplete without it. If this
sounds like you, then please share your
story.
2. Recount an incident or time when
you experienced failure. How did it
affect you, and what lessons did you
learn.
3. Reflect on a time when you challenged a belief or idea. What prompted
you to act? Would you make the same
decision again?
4. Describe a place or environment
where you are perfectly content. What
do you do or experience there, and why
is it meaningful to you?
5. Discuss an accomplishment or event,
formal or informal, that marked your
transition from childhood to adulthood within your culture, community,
or family.

dents may choose from among
five topics for their essays. The
topics are supposed to be broad
enough to offer students a wide
variety of options, but limited
enough to guide them in their
essay writing. Topics touch upon
such subjects as experiencing failures or discussing a place where
you feel at home or content.
“The elimination of the free
response is good and bad because
it can be difficult for some students to find a topic they want to
write on and the topics may help
them choose,” said Raterman.
“Other students may feel that the
topics won’t allow them to pick
a story that they can show their
personalities.”
“I think the five questions
will open up more creativity for
students,” said Mouldon. “Students will be able to better relate
to these topics and hopefully
write good essays.”

More minor changes in next
year’s Common App include a
single submission for application
and payments. This change makes
it easier for students and their
parents to pay by only writing one
check to send out the Common
App instead of several checks to
different colleges.
The application also will be
online only, which means that
students and counselors will no
longer be able to opt for the paper
process but may only fill out the
application online.
The Common App chose to
release its topics early this year
because of the large number of
changes and plans to release a
new version of the whole application on August 1, 2013.
“I think the main thing to remember is that we are all in a process of trying to react effectively
to the changes this year,” said Raterman.

Staycation club tours “bank of the banks”
BY Danny
REPORTER

Schneller

fter the second block day
ended last Tuesday, eight
sophomores, two freshmen, and
three faculty members took a trip
downtown with the Staycation
Club. The main purpose of the
trip was to visit the Federal Reserve Bank on Locust.
“The security there was really strict,” said sophomore Sean
Meehan. “We had to turn in a list
of the people who were going, and
people who were not on the list
could not get in.”
Once the workers at the reserve had verified that everyone
who was to go on a tour was on
the pre-submitted list via an I.D.
check, the group took an elevator
into the basement of the Reserve
building.
Spanish teacher Suzanne
Renard said that one of the most
interesting parts of the trip was
the “man-trap”. According to Renard, the “man-trap” is a room at
the bottom of the elevator which
is used to screen people coming

out of the elevator. No one was
allowed to leave the room, which
only had one other exit, until the
security team verified that everyone was supposed to be there.
After they had gotten through
security, the group was given a
tour by the father of sophomore
Andrew Harper, who works at the
Federal Reserve. He walked them
through the vaults and showed
them the machines that filter the
money that comes into the Federal Reserve. While they toured
the facilities, he explained some
of the history and operations of
the reserve system.
According to Meehan, Harper described the reserve bank as
a “bank of the banks.” Regular
banks store their money there and
often take loans from the Federal
Reserve system.
“Those machines were really
cool,” remarked Meehan. “They
sort the money to look for counterfeits and to make sure that the
bills haven’t been defaced. All of
the money that has been defaced
gets shredded in the machine, and

all of the counterfeit money gets
charged to the banks. They’re responsible for accepting counterfeits.”
When they had finished their
tour, the group made a short expedition to the recently-remodeled Central Library, the central
branch of the Saint Louis Public
Library system.
“I was awestruck by the new
library,” said Renard, a remark
that Meehan seconded.
Once they were finished at
the library, the group went to Caruso’s Deli to get dinner.
“I always like sitting down
and eating with people,” said Renard. “It’s nice to sit down with
people and talk when nobody’s
tweeting or anything like that.”
The Staycation Club is planning to fit in a few more trips
before the end of the school year
and would love to have a few new
faces by then. They are discussing trips to the nooks and crannies of Delmar Loop and Cahokia
Mounds.

“Most of the (AP) high school
teachers have more experience
teaching those first-year college
courses than college teachers do,
because they put a lot of graduate
students in teaching those courses,” said Becvar.
AP U.S. History teacher Tom
McCarthy said that it might be
better to take AP classes at SLUH

than at a college, because students
would receive more personal attention in a SLUH classroom with
25 students as opposed to a college lecture hall.
Becvar and guidance counselor Dave Mouldon both agreed
that getting AP credit can help
free up a student’s schedule and
get him ahead in college.

For example, at the University of Missouri-Columbia, a 3
or higher on the AP BC Calculus
exam will get 15 credit hours; five
of those hours for Calculus I, five
for Calculus II, three for college
algebra, and two for college trigonometry.
continued on page 4
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Reflection
Building blocks: making indoor recess fun again
BY

Brendan McDermott

T

he story of Senior Project is
told in small blocks: a moment, a story, an action, small
pieces but memorable within the
framework of the whole project.
My project was no different. Except these blocks were plastic.
I worked at Annunziata, a
Catholic grade school for learning disabled kids. Where there is
grade school, there is recess, and
where there is recess, there is the
daunting prospect of indoor recess: 30 minutes of staring out the
window and wishing the clouds
would go away or that the snow
would melt. When a child is wishing for snow to melt, something is
drastically wrong.
There are ways to dull the
pain. Puzzles, crayons, the occasional board game. But they won’t
hold an attention span, especially when most of the kids have
ADHD. In my classroom, fourth
through sixth graders (Annunziata didn’t have clearly defined
grades), the kids looked especially despondent during indoor
recess. The girls sat at a table doodling and gossiping, and the boys
stood around getting yelled at for
eavesdropping on said gossiping.
Something needed to change.
I walked around to see if oth-

er classrooms looked as desperate as mine did. They didn’t. Kids
were moving, talking, laughing,
being generally childlike. Their
faces were not the somber ones I
had just left, so I decided to investigate.
I walked to the table they
were huddled around, curious as
to what sorcery separated these
radiant kids from my own. What I
found was obvious. I should have
realized the solution sooner.
Legos. I thought of my own
childhood, rainy and nice days
spent building vehicles and houses, choosing friends based off of
the quality of their Lego sets, and
my dad reminding me to clean
them up, telling me how much
they hurt to step on.
I went back to my classroom,
ready to search. It wasn’t hard, I
saw a giant red Lego block on top
of the bookshelf. This was it. My
chance to make my kids have fun,
to help them. They just needed
someone tall enough to reach the
top shelf.
I grabbed it, expecting something much heavier. I had grabbed
an empty box, a deception. Now I
was despondent. Before I could
think to change anything, it was
lunchtime.
Given time to think, I re-
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through the bin, knowing how
many times I had done so before.
I’m not there anymore, but
the Legos are, and they will be
long after the kids have forgotten
my name and my existence.
The lesson here isn’t that giving people things will make them
happy. It’s that the actions we
think do nothing can mean everything to someone. The effort
it took to grab my box of Legos
and bring it to project was near
nothing—save a slight nostalgic
sting—but the joy it brought was
enormous.
Giving away my Legos wasn’t
the only thing on project that felt
effortless. There were moments
when all I had to do was be there
to listen, make copies, or explain
what fractions were. All were
tasks I knew well. Easy, simple,
almost mindless. Until they were
done for someone else. Then they
had a purpose, a meaning, a value.
The Legos that sat in my
basement were useless, remnants
of a childhood now condemned
to a dusty shelf. But those same
Legos sitting on the back table at
Annunziata mean an indoor recess worth looking forward to.
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Pope Benedict Conversation Cube
-compiled by
John Webb

What will you remember
most about Benedict?

Michael
Marchlewski, S.J.

Speech blasts
competition

membered where my own Legos
were. I couldn’t remember the last
time they had been used, but I
did know the next time that they
would be.
The next day there was still
ice on the blacktop, but I was prepared. I pulled out my blue bin,
prepared to be a hero. And I actually was. No more downcast faces,
no more aimless pacing, and no
more staring out the window.
They were happy.
In the coming weeks kids
would not only enjoy indoor recess, they preferred it. I was asked
by a girl each morning “Will
we have time to play with the
Legos today?” and I marveled as
they separated themselves into
tiny societies, creating jungle
homes and vehicles so large in
scale they were impossible.
Their societies advanced, and
trade values were established. The
weapons had the highest value,
the animals a distant second—a
zoo-sized amount would be given
up for the one of the two swords
or the elusive crossbow.
If deals collapsed due to high
demands or an unwillingness to
barter, they would take to the bin
to search for previously unnoticed items of value. It was a surreal feeling watching them hunt
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Do you think that Bene- If the new pope had to
dict will set a precedent be chosen from within
for future popes to retire? the SLUH community,
who do you think it
would be?

Predictions on the
new pope’s nationality?

Predictions on the
new pope’s name?

His sermons and especially his
books on Jesus of Nazareth,
the soul of my recent spiritual
awakening.

Hopefully future
popes will submit their
resignations at 75 like
all bishops are required
to do.

Mr. Laughlin or Mr.
Hannick.

Asia. Forget Europe, go Filipino.

Choose Matthew,
Mark, or Luke.
Why not Peter II to
indicate a return to
true source?

Carl
Heumann
S.J.

He was a much better pope
than I expected.

I think so, and I hope
so. I think it’s a good
idea. We live longer
than we’re able to lead.

David Laughlin.

Deacon
Allen
Bodecker

What I really enjoy is his writing. He takes things that are
very complicated and speaks
them very simply.

I think it could. I could
see future popes doing
the same thing.

I think he’ll be remembered
as a great teacher. He was a
teacher before he was pope,
so I think he tried that into his
ministry as much as he could.

I think we’ll see if it is a
precedent with the next
couple popes. I’ll be interested to see what happens.

Tim
Kieras, S.J.

3

People say this guy
from Canada has a
really good chance.
They also say the
guy from Ghana has
a good chance.

I hope he chooses
a totally different name, like if
Dolan is elected I
hope he chooses
Timothy.

I would vote for Father Houlihan. I think
he has the demeanor.
I think he has the wisdom.

One of the frontrunners is Filipino so
that could be a possibility.

No. I wasn’t expecting (Benedict to resign) so I’m not the
one to ask.

I’d have to say Father
Carl. He is my superior, so I’d probably get
kicked out if I didn’t
vote for him.

I would have to say I think it’ll be one
my proverbial money we haven’t seen in
would be on an Ital- awhile.
ian. We haven’t had
one in a long time,
and there will be a lot
of itching for one.

Every person
qualifies for
finals
BY Jack Sinay
REPORTER

T

he speech team struck again
at Sunday’s meet hosted here
at SLUH, increasing its lead over
rival St. Joseph’s Academy to 53
points.
Every person on the team
qualified for the finals, which are
scheduled Feb. 24 at Francis Borgia High School.
Moderator and coach Kathryn Whitaker explained that every single participating member
of speech team won at the meet:
Tom Fields (Radio Broadcasting),
Joe Essig (Humorous Serious and
Duet Acting), Scott Szewczyk
(Original Oratory, Storytelling,
and Duet Acting), Paul Fister (Poetry), Michael Schimmele (Prose
and Duet Acting), Kevin Harris
(Prose), Jake Wobbe (Prose), and
Sam Krausz (Humorous Serious
and Duet Acting).
Whitaker fully expects SLUH
to retake the top spot in league
competition after losing in the finals last year for the first time in
almost five years, to St. Joe’s.
Captain Harry Parker said
that most of the team tends to put
off practicing lines until the final
night, which might be the team’s
only Achilles heel.
The team’s most difficult
competition will come from St.
Joe’s, currently ranked second.
“It would mean that we’re
proud, we worked hard, and we’re
gonna have a great banquet,” said
Whitaker of the possibility of
winning the finals.
“It’d just kind of be a really nice testament to all the hard
work we’ve put in throughout the
year,” said Parker.

Quote of the
Week
“I can’t help feeling wary when I hear
anything about the
masses. First you take
their faces from ’em
by calling ’em the
masses and then you
accuse ’em of not having any faces.”
-J.B. Priestley, 1961
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Brigadoon features extensive singing, dancing in mystical town
photo | Kyle Vogt

Michael Mimlitz as one of the inhabitants the mystical village Brigadoon.

(continued from page 1)
musical, marvelous, magical town
of Brigadoon.
The joyful town sparks the
interest of the two Americans,
and Tommy falls in love with a
local named Fiona Campbell,
played by Lily Carr.
Soon though, Tommy tragically discovers that Brigadoon is
an enchanted town that only appears once a year for one day, and
then disappears into the mists of
time, preventing Fiona from being a part of his world.
Chock-full of dancing and
singing, Brigadoon opens tonight
and and has a showing at 7:30

through Sunday. There is an additional performance at 2:30 on
Sunday.
Essig’s character is a strong,
handsome lad from New York
who is tired of the superficial,
glitzy life of The Big Apple and
tries to escape by going to Scotland with his friend Jeff.
“He starts to learn more
about his emotions and the value of true love,” said Essig of his
character.
Essig has been pleased with
the rest of the cast, having worked
with all sorts of casts in SLUH
productions throughout the years.
Essig said, “The cast is re-

ally meshed, and we’ve all come
together as this little community
of Brigadoon. It really has kind of
come to life.”
This is Essig’s last theater production under Schulte’s direction,
after several years of working with
him at SLUH.
“It’s kind of sad, because it’s
been such a big part of my life,”
said Essig. “The very first show I
did at SLUH was with Mr. Schulte
as a freshman … It’s been really
fun to grow as an actor with him
over the past four years.”
Albright’s best friend Jeff
Douglass is played by Fields,
whose role is all acting—he has
neither to sing nor dance.
“It’s really interesting,” said
Fields of his character. “This is
one of the few musicals from this
age that has a part (like this). It’s
just an acting part. It’s a principal
role that has no (singing or dancing).”
The roles, Fields explained,
are very specified.
“Tommy is mainly singing,
Fiona is mostly singing, and there
is one part, Bonny Jean, who is
mostly dancing the entire time,”
said Fields.
Director Joe Schulte chose
Brigadoon, knowing that it was
not as well known among the
younger generations, but is considered a musical theatre classic.
“I’ve always loved the show,”
said Schulte. “And it’s not an easy
show.”
The show was chosen partly
on the basis of which student-actors are able to be in the cast, said
Schulte, and though the characters of Brigadoon are very specialized and specific, the cast turned
out well.
“I don’t do a show just to do a
show,” Schulte said. “I want to do a
show where I feel that they’re going to have a good time and succeed because of their talents.”
One large factor in casting
and producing the show was the
number of dancers available, said

Schulte, as Brigadoon is a danceheavy show.
“Almost every song . . . has
a large amount of dancing in it,
so you have to make a decision
about dancing,” said Schulte. “Do
you wanna have dancing in the
show? And we have a very good
program.”
Dance teacher Simonie
Anzalone choreographed the musical. She was initially anxious
about the production’s 55 minutes
of dancing spread across 10 dance
numbers. Not only is there a lot of
dancing, she explained, it is difficult dancing as well. Some dances
require intense physical stress on
the ankles and calves of dancers.
Many actors suffered their
share of bumps and bruises, including Halbert, who had a high
ankle sprain, and junior Zach
Voss, who had a shin splint.
“We’re in good shape now,
but there’s so much pressure on
your (legs),” said Anzalone.
The dance ensemble is six
SLUH students and six girls from
other schools. Some of the lead
roles have dancing parts as well,
including Halbert’s character.
The dance choreographing
involves a lot of work, explained
Anzalone. As soon as she found
out the musical would be Brigadoon, she purchased the original
choreography of the musical. She
decided to make alterations while
organizing it over Christmas
break, considering some weaknesses in SLUH’s dance curriculum.
“It did not seem to fit the
ability of our cast,” explained
Anzalone. “There wasn’t a lot of
technical footwork, but there was
a lot of lifting, and our guys are
a lot stronger with the footwork
and not as experienced with lifts
… The funeral dance is the only
one the same as the original; everything else I did based on the
time period, and my own brain,”
she laughed.
As the actors and directors

work tirelessly rehearsing during
tech week—or “hell week” as it
is called—the behind-the-scenes
producers of Brigadoon have a lot
to do as well. Under the direction
of Fine Arts teacher Tim Moore,
a group of students and professionals from the outside works on
creating the show’s set and scenery. Many students helped bring
Brigadoon to life by helping build
the set in two of Moore’s theater
tech classes as well as work after
school.
“This (show) is really good
because we have a really good
group of students this year,” said
Moore. “The more students that
are around, the more eager they
get, the more excited I get.”
Although Moore has created
many sets for SLUH productions,
every one is different, he says. Every show has a different set design
and calls for different jobs and
construction projects.
“Personally I am . . . proud of
what’s out on stage; the guys have
built some awesome stuff this
time around,” said Moore.
The designs were created
right before the November production of Twelve Angry Men, explained Moore. The first round of
painting backdrops started a week
before Christmas break.
“In a perfect world, we have
the designs in our hands for the
next show before the (current)
show opens,” said Moore. “So
right now . . . we’re working on
the stuff for the spring show (as
well).”
The crew has been working
tirelessly all of tech week, and
must have everything—including
set, costumes, lights and sound—
finalized for the dress rehearsal
the night before the first performance on Thursday.
“Like all shows, it has its certain little things that you have to
overcome in order to make a success, and we’re beginning to check
those off the list,” said Schulte.

Paint it pink: Friday’s basketball game to Dartmouth bucks AP
(continued from page 2)
promot fight against cancer
At St. Louis University, a 4 course and basically state that
BY Keith
REPORTER

E

Thomas

rwin Claggett and the varsity
basketball team will square
off Friday against rival CBC in the
SLUH Coaches vs. Cancer game.
Coaches vs. Cancer, a nationwide collaboration between
the American Cancer Society
and the National Association of
Basketball Coaches (NABC), coordinates basketball games with
willing coaches and teams to raise
awareness and money against the
real opponent: cancer.
SLUH basketball mothers
have been selling bright pink tshirts. The neon pink t-shirts are
ten dollars apiece. Students receive free admission if they wear
the shirts, which say, “Go Pink or
Go Home.”
The proceeds from the shirts
go directly to helping cancer patients or to support research at the
American Cancer Society, found-

ed in 1913.
The basketball cancer awareness game, according to SLUH
Athletic Director Dick Wehner,
has been played for approximately
fifteen years at SLUH. The volleyball team and football team also
participate in the event in their
seasons.
According to the American
Cancer Society’s website, the goal
for the program is to “leverage the
personal experiences, community leadership, and professional
excellence of basketball coaches
nationwide to increase cancer
awareness and promote healthy
living through year-round awareness efforts, fundraising activities, and advocacy programs.”
Remaining shirts will be sold
on a first-come, first-serve basis.
Some shirts still may be available
at Friday’s game.
“It will be a very special
event,” Claggett noted. “The kids

here have done a really good job in
supporting us and getting t-shirts.”
Many students noted that
they would like to attend the game
where Metro Catholic Conference
(MCC) foes square off.
“I am tremendously excited for the ‘Paint it Pink’ game. I
think that it is an awesome and
fun idea and a great deal of people
will benefit from it,” said freshman Tom Hillmeyer.
“It’s quite an experience to
be part of it and know that you’ve
contributed to something that has
affected everybody’s lives around
this country and around this
world, for that matter,” Claggett
said. “It’s something that the guys
and the school, especially, is excited to be a part of.”
SLUH faced off against
MICDS at the last Coaches vs.
Cancer event on Jan. 31. SLUH
won the game at the Scottrade
Center, 44-40

on the AP BC Calculus exam will
get eight credit hours, according
to Graduate Communications
Intern (Admissions Department)
Alyssa Hermann.
“Once you start taking several exams, all of a sudden, you
can skip a year of college, which is
not the recommended way to go,”
said Becvar. “We recommend that
if you get a lot of college credits,
use it so that you can try multiple
(majors), double-majors, or a semester abroad or some flexibility.”
Hermann said that AP classes and test scores look good on an
application, but they’re not an absolute must for schools like SLU.
“They’re really just supplemental. They help you stand out,”
said Hermann.
“There’s certainly the temptation for students” to take AP classes to strengthen their transcripts
for admissions, said Mouldon. “It
seems to me, and this is just my
opinion, some of the colleges talk
out of both sides of their mouth.
They question the value of an AP

they don’t think they’re equivalent to the actual college course
that you’d get with the same title.
Yet those same colleges, some of
them, are the ones in their admissions process asks ‘How many
AP’s does your school offer and
how many did the student take?’”
Mouldon said that while
some schools SLUH students
considered practically required
AP classes on an applicant’s transcript to get in, they were a small
minority.
“Most of our students take
AP for the actual course credit
toward their degree, which gives
them that cushion in case they
change their major or want to
double-major,” said Mouldon.
Few SLUH students have
gone to Dartmouth and therefore won’t be affected by the announcement. But Dartmouth’s
announcement could signal a
growing trend of colleges being
wary of AP classes and credit.

NEWS
ACES sponsors Pruitt-Igoe film, evokes discussion
February 14, 2013

BY Kieran
STAFF

J. Connolly

L

ast Friday, St. Louis U. High
hosted a presentation of The
Pruitt-Igoe Myth, a film that traces the decline of the Pruitt-Igoe
housing project through interviews with some of its former residents. The Association for Cultural Diversity at SLUH (ACES)
sponsored the event, which was
attended by roughly 60 people,
and held a discussion after the
movie was shown.
Pruitt-Igoe was built in the
1950s to house low-income residents who had previously been
living in slum housing, but the
buildings ultimately came to symbolize the worst of the city’s crime
and poverty. Demolition began
on St. Louis’ giant Pruitt-Igoe
housing project in 1972.
Senior Michael Reese introduced the movie and led the discussion, unaware that his greataunt, Ruby Russell, was one of the
former Pruitt-Igoe tenants featured in the film. However, Reese
had spoken with his aunt about
Pruitt-Igoe before.
“She felt Pruitt-Igoe was a
good thing,” said Reese. “She
knew it had some bad parts, but
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to (the residents), it was home.
They called it the ‘poor man’s
penthouse.’”
Other presentation attendees went in with different images
of Pruitt-Igoe. Freshman Sam
Heagney, who attended the presentation, said that his father had
helped supervise the Pruitt-Igoe
playground as a SLUH student in
the early 1960s. In those days, he
said, Pruitt-Igoe did not have the
kind of problems it would later
become known for.
“(Pruitt-Igoe) was an area
that you knew, you didn’t venture
down there,” said Vice President
of Administration Joe Komos,
who grew up in Saint Louis.
ACES moderator Frank
Kovarik chose the film with the
hope that it would put together
the bits and pieces of information
that St. Louisans of all ages have
about Pruitt-Igoe.
“For me, growing up, it was
a name that I heard people talk
about, but I didn’t really know
the full story,” said Kovarik. “(The
movie) really put all those bits
and pieces together for me.”
Other students learned about
the Pruitt-Igoe story for the first
time. Kovarik and other fresh-

Mission Week ’13: Feb. 24 - March 1
Feb. 24, Sunday: Student Dodgeball Tourney 1 PM
$40/team, 8 people/team
Must have at least 2 SLUH guys/team
Sign-ups due Thursday, Feb. 21
Feb. 25, Monday: Prayer Service & Nike Speaker
short prayer service
Jim Keady, speaks on Nike’s unjust wages & working conditions
Dress Down*: SLUH Colors/ Mission Week Apparel
Feb. 26, Tuesday: Musical Chairs

man English teachers offered extra credit for their students, and a
strong number of them attended.
“The movie, for them, was
pretty eye-opening,” said Heagney.
The discussion of the movie
started with small-group talks,
then moved out into the larger
group.
Campus Minister Meg Beugg
participated in a discussion with a
table of freshmen.
“We had a lot of interesting
conversation,”Beugg said. “I was
a part of it, but the students were
generating the ideas and responses.”
Reese was also impressed
with the level of discussion he
saw.
“For freshmen to be thinking
about this, it’s really good … because you are going to be doing a
lot of critical thinking at SLUH.”
Kovarik said he was happy
about the night’s attendance.
“For the freshmen who were
there, I hope that the movie will
stick with them in the future, and
it will help to affect the way they
interpret their world and their
city,” said Kovarik.

A freshman stands up to make a point in the discussion following the film.

Activity Period in Danis Field House
$1 to buy a chair, $5 buyback
Golden chair for winner
Dress Down: Twin Day
Feb. 27, Wednesday: Teacher Dodgeball
Activity Period in Danis Field House
Dress Down: Tourist/Beach attire
Feb. 28, Thursday: Pancakes
Before School at 6:30 in the Si Commons
$5 at the door for all-you-can-eat pancakes
Raffle
Dress Down: Lumberjack attire

Mar. 1, Friday: Teacher
Day/Mixer
Mass Schedule
Teacher activities in Field 		
House
Mixer 7-10 p.m.
Dress Down: Throwback/ 		
Mixer attire
*Wrist bands are $8 & will allow
students to dress down for the
rest of the week, or if by individual day then stickers are $5
on monday & $1 for each day
the rest of the week

Young and in love: remembrance of dating scenes past
For Valentines Day, the Prep
News asked a few faculty
members about the dating scene
when they were in high school. All
responses were submitted by email
except for Joe Schulte, who was
interviewed in person. Students,
take notes!

Simonie Anzalone
In the mid-’90s, pre-cyber
world, we couldn’t wink, Snapchat or like peoples’ comments to
show attention. High school guys
and girls met at football games,
hockey games, mixers, or often,
in my case, by participating in the
musicals at SLUH.
The SLUH theater used to be
in the middle of the school where
campus ministry and the counseling department are now located.
Guys from every social circle
used to stay after school to watch
rehearsals and meet the girls in
the show.
In order to get set up with
a guy, I had to rely on my best
friends and his best friends to
relay our feelings back and forth
before being officially asked out.
My high school boyfriends
had to call the house and ask my
parents politely to speak with me
in order to talk, since we did not
have personal telephones or computers. I would snag the cordless
phone and run to the basement to
talk privately.

Joe Schulte

At that particular time (high
school in the 1950s) . . . the boys
had to call the girls. The girls did
not call the boys very much.
I grew up coming out of the
Depression, so access to cars and
things like that (were limited).
So there were a lot of times when
you dated the people within your
‘small community.’ My first dates
were with people that lived within
two or three blocks of my house.
We could walk up to the
movie theaters. There was a movie
theater real close, right in Webster, right by Holy Redeemer, the
Ozark Theater.
There were dances, there was
always a winter dance, a spring
dance … Epiphany parish would
have (one) every Sunday night.
They had like a mixer that we
have now, but they had a different
name and I can’t remember the
name of it. Teen something. Teen
Hop, or something like that. But
that wasn’t it.
I met my wife when I was directing a show and she was in it,
and she showed up to rehearsal
having not had dinner and she
was late, and I said, ‘Why are you
late?’ and she said, ‘I had to run
home and make myself a sandwich,’ and I said, ‘Okay, after we’re
finished we’ll go out and have a
pizza,’ and we did!

Tom Kickham
I went to high school in the
late 70s at Riverview Gardens
high school in North County.
I was very shy around girls, so I
didn’t date in high school. I know
I should say this even if it were
not true, since I am now a teacher
and a former coach, but I was so
focused on running and school
that that really was what took up
my time.
I don’t remember there being mixers back then, where girls
would go to them in packs independent of guys. There were only
dances and you pretty much only
went if you had a date, an opposite sex date. It was not a hook-up
culture that seems to be defined
by a lot of grey areas. One either
had a boyfriend/girlfriend or not.
If there was sex to any degree, it
more likely meant something was
happening emotionally between
those two.
Most people didn’t really
go anywhere special when dating. Eating out and movies cost
money. Dating was mostly spending time together at each other’s
houses or at a park, simply doing
everyday things together. Maybe
also going to school events together. Back then, a couple was
more likely to get serious … not
a good thing in my opinion. That
might have as much to do with
my school’s socio-economics as it
does with the time period.

Girls would make a show of
being a guy’s girlfriend by wearing his letter jacket and/or wearing his class ring on a necklace. If
you were an athlete, you had a letter jacket … that was a huge goal
to achieve. You were probably
more likely to feel like a loser if
you did not have a girlfriend than
these days. Each gender having a
boyfriend/girlfriend gave them a
certain cachet.
A couple talked more in a
face-to-face way, and when they
talked, it was probably for a longer time because they weren’t
in constant contact during the
day. Parents were probably more
aware of the amount of time the
two were with each other because
it was either in person or on the
home phone.
My school was not preppy at
all. Tennis shoes, boots with fat
red laces, or earth shoes (they had
a heel that was less thick in height
then the front part of the sole)
were popular among the males,
and females liked sandals. Faded
jeans with big bell bottoms were
what almost everyone wore. Some
would split the outer seam on the
lower half of each pants leg to add
fabric to make the bell bottom
bigger. The waist of the jeans was
set more near the actual waist.
The people into drugs would have
a K-SHE 95 belt buckle.
Males wore a lot of T-shirts
or flannel shirts with a thermal

shirt under the flannel. Females
favored peasant blouses. For
many males, the longer the hair,
the better, and girls with long hair
favored wearing feathered bangs.
On the whole, it was neither a better or worse time for high school
relations between the sexes. It
was, as is true of any era concerning any category of interest, what
it was.

Mary Lee McConaghy
When I was dating in high
school, Prom was the “Big Date”
night! My friends who dated
seriously were “going steady”
and often these relationships
led to marriage right out of high
school. Dating in college meant
going out to dinner, concerts,
plays and movies. One might
meet a future date/spouse at
mixers, through “blind dates” or
through relatives. Communication was done by way of telephone—text messaging didn’t exist! I think the whole process was
much more personal; you actually
got to know someone—on dinner
dates or study dates, for example—before getting really serious
about that person. And then there
was Woodstock, and everything
changed!
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52 seconds of flame: Hockey reaches
semifinals after four-goal burst
BY Nick Kimble
REPORTER

S

LUH needed only 52 seconds
to match Kirkwood’s performance over the previous five and
a half periods. In that short time,
the Jr. Bills poured in four goals to
advance to the semifinals of the
Challenge Cup thanks to Monday’s 6-1 win that followed a 5-3
win Friday.
Stated plainly by Coach
Kevin Fitzpatrick, “(It was a)
great effort by our boys against
Kirkwood, with four goals in 52
seconds. I’ve never seen anything
like it.”
There is no such thing as
an easy game in the Mid States
hockey playoffs, no matter the
seed number. The No. 2 Jr. Bills
(22-3-1) began their quarterfinal
run Friday night against the No. 9
Kirkwood Pioneers in a matchup
only playoff hockey can bring that
ended 5-3 in favor of SLUH.
Junior Christian Hoffmiester
struck first with a zinger past the
Kirkwood goaltender. Yet a few
minutes into the second period,
the Pioneers were leading by one.
“In both games it was pretty
close at times, but we were never nervous. We knew that if we
played our game, we would eventually put the puck in the net, and
that’s exactly what happened,”
said senior Nick Walters.
Walters, in fact, delivered the

equalizer that tied the game at
2-2. He then received a pictureperfect pass from senior linemate
Stephen Lordo and slid another
puck past Kirkwood’s goalie to
put the Powder Blue Bills on top,
4-2.
Walters was not the only player to have two goals on the night.
Senior Chase Berger showed his
stick strength with two goals of
his own.
Berger and many other players harped on the team play and
total team effort that has been evident these past two games.
“Everyone is producing,” said
Berger.
The Onedirectionbills came
to finish off the Pioneers in regulation Monday night. Fitzpatrick
and his team wanted nothing
less than a win to advance to the
semifinals of the Challenge Cup
playoffs.
With a few minutes remaining in the second period, the
game was gridlocked at 1- 1. The
single goal was scored quickly by
senior Ben Modde.
“It felt really good to start
off the scoring, especially since it
shows the depth of our team,” said
Modde. “We really played well,
and by the third period the goalie
could not keep saving our shots.”
Kirkwood’s goalie saved shot
after shot, trying to avoid the second goal. Berger finally sizzled a
photo | Dr. Rick Kuebel

shot that seemed to leave a steaming hole in the netminder’s glove.
The second period ended with
SLUH up, 2-1, and leading in
shots 31-6.
The good times did not roll
for Kirkwood as their goalie again
became the victim in all of 52 seconds. Senior Mike Cella cracked
the lid by putting the Jr. Bills up
3-1. 26 seconds later, freshman defenseman Steve Lockwood scored
on a stick-in. Berger scored his
second goal of the game for the
second straight game 16 seconds
later. In 42 seconds, SLUH had
significantly shifted the momentum of the game. However, the
Jr. Bills could not leave it on an
odd number, and 52 seconds after Cella had started the barrage,
Hoffmiester added the Jr. Bills’
fourth goal, making the score 6-1.
After a little roughhousing
and minor choke-hold on Walters
from Kirkwood’s Chiodini, the
Boys in Blue found themselves
advancing to the semis.
“I knew (Chiodini) was going to get angry, and I just stayed
calm because I knew that I had
another game coming up and he
didn’t,” said Walters of the assault.
The final from Queeny, after
a team effort, was 6-1.
“Having all those guys
(Modde, junior Liam FitzGerald,
senior Cole Tarlas, freshman Joe
Warnecke, freshman Steve Lockwood) step in with our top guys
is making a huge difference for
us,” Fitzpatrick said. “Lindbergh
is going to be a tough battle for us;
they have some very skilled forwards, a really good D-man, and
their goalie is very good.”
With coach’s sentiments in
mind, senior Corey Quinn agrees
and even goes further, with a
strong-willed line of his own:
“Lindbergh has been a tough opponent for us all year so we are
not going to overlook them. We
have a lot of momentum going in
as a team so we will be unbelievably turned up.”
With a 22-3-1 record heading
into the semifinals, the No. 2 Jr.
Bills will face off against the No.
3 Lindbergh Flyers a week from
today at 8:40 in Chesterfield.

Senior Chase Berger skates along the wall past a Kirkwood player.

Quarterfinals
#1

Semifinals

Challenge Cup Championship

#4

Vianney
Chaminade
Oakville

#3

Lindbergh

Thomas Riganti got a chance
to talk this week to SLUH varsity
Racquetball’s No. 2 seed, senior Lorenzo Crim.
Thomas Riganti: A 7-3 record
is not too good for SLUH historically. Is that an important factor
going into state?
Lorenzo Crim: The 7-3 record
is definitely a good wake-up call.
We are going to have to focus as
a team. We’re all going to need to
be on our A game. We’re going to
need to focus on playing strategy
percentage racquetball.
TR: What would a State and/
or National title mean to you?
LC: To win another racquetball national title would be great.
It would be three in a row for me
because I won my sophomore
year and junior year so this is
something I really want to go after, and I’d really like to end my
senior year with a win at Nationals and State.

2013 Mid-States
Champion

LC: SLUH racquetball has actually meant a lot to me. When I
first came in as a freshman, I tried
out for the soccer team, and I got
cut. I didn’t know what sport I
was going to play so knowing that
SLUH had a racquetball team was
a big, big deal for me and I actually happened to be pretty good
at the sport so it just kind of all
sorted itself out. It happened to all
make sense. It’s like I was destined
to play racquetball here.
TR: Do you plan to play racquetball after high school?
LC: Definitely. There is no
way I could stop after senior year.

the first round of Challenge Cup Playoffs:
Justin Lukas		

Jake Cox
Alex Ciaramitaro

#6

DeSmet

Brendan Keuss

#9

Kirkwood

Michael Daugherty
SLUH

SLUH

TR: Overall, what has SLUH
racquetball meant to you as a person? How big has the program
been for you through these four
years?

The following brackets remain perfect after

Lindbergh

#2

LC: Different than we would
be playing at a higher level. Playing with the A level people rather
than B has definitely helped my
game. Other than that, just lots
and lots of ceiling balls and backhands.

Ice Madness

Oakville
#5

Crim craves threepeat

TR: How have you prepared
for State and Nationals? Is there
anything special you’ve done
that’s different from other years?

CBC
CBC

#11

Senior Lorenzo Crim prepares to swipe the racquetball during a match.
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Margins of defeat getting wider as DeSmet, Vianney pound Jr. Bills
BY Brian Dugan
SPORTS EDITOR

T

he slim losses from the
past few weeks look
like victories in comparison to the recent blowouts.
Just a few months removed
from a promising 10-2 start, the
St. Louis U. High basketball team
(13-12, 1-6) continues to struggle
down the stretch, having been
pounded by No. 8 DeSmet, 6343, and by Vianney, 66-37.
Against the Spartans on Friday night, the Jr. Bills were without senior captain and forward
Zach Greiner. It was the first game
Greiner missed this season, and it
took a while for SLUH to adjust to
his absence, allowing DeSmet to
jump out to a 21-9 lead after the
first quarter.
But behind junior forward
Austin Sottile and sophomore
forward Hunter Schmidt, who
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both scored 10 points, SLUH cut
DeSmet’s lead to 29-24 after the
half.
But in the second half DeSmet forward and Butler signee
Nolan Berry led a Spartan charge.
Berry, who missed the first meeting between SLUH and DeSmet
with two broken elbows, put up
a line of 16 points, 10 rebounds,
and seven blocks as the Spartans
used a 24-point third quarter to
beat SLUH 63-43.
“We kept it pretty close in
the first half,” Sottile said. “But
coming out in the second half, we
were just kind of flat and didn’t really have any energy. That just let
them kind of blow us away.”
Claggett echoed Sottile’s
statement, adding that he thought
DeSmet’s 7-0 run to take a
12-point lead swung the momentum in their favor.
“We kind of controlled the
photo | Mr. Matt Sciuto

Athletic Director Dick Wehner leads a halftime recognition
for former basketball coach Emmet Hanick. Hanick coached the
Jr. Bills from 1956-1978 and led them to State championships in
’58 and ’61. His ’58 campaign included a 28-0 record, his only undefeated season. Hanick also taught math, chemistry, and physics
at SLUH from 1953-90.

game in the first half,” Claggett
said. “But once we got down 10,
11 points (in the third quarter), it
was really hard to overcome.
“Their big guys just play big
inside,” Claggett said. “They physically took it to us inside, and they
scored a lot of points in the paint.”
Including Berry’s seven
blocks, DeSmet registered 14
blocks and 16 steals on the night.
On Tuesday, Vianney visited the Field House. Back on
Jan. 11, the Griffins held the Jr.
Bills to a season-low 34 points in
their dominating 52-34 win. This
time around, the only thing that
changed was Vianney’s ability to
shoot, which actually improved.
Never holding a lead, the Jr.
Bills failed to contain Vianney
all night, as the Griffins shot 65.7
percent from the floor and 94.4
percent from the free throw line.
On the offensive side of the
ball, SLUH found similar bad
luck, putting up a 35.6 shooting
percentage and 25 percent showing from the line. Sottile again led
the team with 11 points.
“They weren’t missing any
shots,” said Greiner. “It’s hard to
stop a team when you’re giving up
layup after layup, especially when
you’re trying to come back.”
Sottile momentarily left the
game late in the second quarter
after being poked in the eye. Although he reentered the game
after halftime with semi-blurred
vision, his return failed to give
the Jr. Bills a significant spark,
and the Griffins rode a 24-point
fourth quarter to a 66-37 victory,
handing SLUH its worst loss of
the year.
“I thought Vianney did a really good job, just like last time,

Junior Austin Sottile jumps up for a floater in the lane against Vianney.

of (physically overpowering) us,”
Claggett said. “And when you give
up easy baskets, it’s kind of hard
when you’re working so hard, but
they keep scoring so easily. It’s just
difficult to overcome that.”
On Friday night, SLUH hosts

No. 5 CBC at 7 for the final game
of the regular season. It’s both the
Paint It Pink game for breast cancer awareness and Senior Night.
On Jan. 4, CBC topped SLUH 6448, and the Cadets currently sit
atop the MCC.

Rebuilt wrestling squad sends four to State, one year after sending none
Wilhelm will sit out; three juniors to
compete in Columbia
BY Mar Lonsway
and Clark DeWoskin

REPORTER AND SPORTS EDITOR

L

ast weekend’s District tournament proved once again that
things are on the up swing for the
St. Louis U. High wrestling program. The Jr. Bills advanced four
wrestlers to the State tournament
this year, following a 2011-2012
season that saw no Jr. Bills make
the trip to Columbia, Mo.
Senior 285 Sam Wilhelm
as well as juniors Sean Mulligan
(126) and Jim Onder (145), and
sophomore Max Kavy (220) all
finished in the top four of their
respective District brackets, good
enough for a State tournament
berth.
“It obviously felt a lot better
than last year,” head coach Jon Ott
said. “We had a really good day on
Saturday and I was really pleased
with how the guys performed.”
Wilhelm earned himself a
third place title, knocking off
DeSmet’s Nick Wunderli in the
third place match by a 6-4 decision. Wilhelm fell to Wunderli in
the quarterfinals before moving
to the wrestleback bracket where,

one round later, he again faced
Wunderli, who had moved to the
third place match after losing in
the semifinals.
Unfortunately for Wilhelm
and the Jr. Bills, he will not be able
to compete at the State tournament due to sickness.
“I would say it’s more sweet
than bitter,” said Wilhelm of not
being able to follow up on his
State qualification. “And hey, I
won the last match.”
Junior Sean Mulligan finished fourth after losing the
third place match to Seckman’s
126-pounder.
“It feels amazing. I’m really
excited to be going, especially after not making it the last two
years,” Mulligan said. “I kicked
up the intensity and started working out on my own—which really
paid off.”
“Mulligan and Wilhelm both
came back in their matches to
beat guys that they had both lost
to earlier in the year. Wilhelm
even beat two guys that he had
lost to earlier in the season,” said
Ott.
Onder, who went home

with a black eye, took fourth in
the 145-pound bracket. He was
pinned in a third-place match by
a Lafayette wrestler.
“It was great for us to be able
to get something out of all the
work we put in and finally feel rewarded for that,” said Onder. “Especially since we didn’t have any
qualifiers last year.”
Kavy, who lost to a wrestler
from MCC rival and district host
CBC, rounded out the threesome
of fourth place finishers. Kavy
overcame both a Seckman opponent who was previously ranked
fourth in state, and a triple overtime match en route to qualifying.
“The guy I wrestled from
Seckman was 29-12 and he’s beaten two guys at State so I’m feeling
pretty good,” said Kavy.
Unfortunately there was another side to the District tournament, as 13 Jr. Bills went home
empty-handed and broken-hearted.
Senior captains Nick Geiser
(138) and Jack Flotte (145) both
missed out on a chance to compete at State this season. Geiser,
who held a record of 29-12 before
Districts, lost a semifinal match
to Nick Olejnik, who wrestles for
Lafayette and came into Districts
with an undefeated 47-0 record.
A win in his next match would
have sent Geiser to the State tour-

nament, but he was pinned by
a wrestler from Lindbergh who
went on to take fourth.
Flotte has been out since
mid-January with concussion
symptoms.
Senior 152-pounder Justin
McManemin also ended his U.
High wrestling career on the mats
at CBC, eliminated by a wrestler
from MCC rival DeSmet.
Junior Brandon Bollinger
came into Districts with an impressive 32-12 record, but fell to
a Lafeyette wrestler in a do-or-die
match where a win would have
sent him to Columbia.
Looking over the end results
of the district tournament, coach
Sean O’Brien was proud of the
wrestlers and the effort they put
in.
“It’s fantastic, especially coming from last year,” said O’Brien.
Even the guys that failed, they did
it with dignity and class and all
the hard work that they did that
is now a testament to their character,” said O’Brien. “As the coach,
the thing you look for is the experience of the guys … it’s a lot of
hard work, and it’s awesome to see
how they succeed.”
Weigh-ins for the Missouri
State Class 4 wrestling tournament will be held Thursday at
3 p.m. Wrestling will follow at 5
p.m. with first-round and first-

round wrestlebacks on Thursday
night. Quarterfinals, semifinals,
and third and fourth-round wrestlebacks will be held on Friday.
Saturday will see fourth-round
wrestlebacks as well as third and
fifth-place matches. Championships will be held Sunday at 4:30
pm.

Rund signs to
play Soccer
at AlabamaBirmingham
On Wednesday, Feb. 6, 16
SLUH students signed their
letters of intent at a ceremony in the Danis Field House
to play an NCAA sport. The
Prep News ran a list of the
16 student-athletes, but we’d
like to add a 17th player to
that list: senior Joe Rund.
Rund, who played varsity
soccer at SLUH his freshman through junior seasons,
signed his letter of intent at
Soccer Park to play soccer at
the University of Alabama at
Birmingham. Rund played
for the St. Louis Scott Gallagher Academy program this
past season.
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299 acceptance letters sent out to class of 2017
(continued from page 1)
sons,” said Schmelter.
268 students from the Class of
2017 hail from Missouri, which is 90
percent of the class; 29 students, eight
more than last year and about ten percent of the class, reside in Illinois. Two
individuals are said to be from “other”
locations.
Students from the Class of 2017
live in many different areas. The top
zip code is 63122, which includes
Kirkwood and its vicinity, with 24 students. Close behind with 22 students
is the 63119 Webster Groves zip code.
Twenty students come from 63021 in
West County.
This year, out of the 246 students
from Catholic schools that applied,
230 were accepted. Sixty-three public
school students of the 94 who applied
got into SLUH.
The number of students accepted
from public schools increased this
year, from 48 students in Class 2016 to
63 students in the Class of 2017. The
number of Catholic students accepted
has also grown, from 248 students in
the Class of 2016 to 256 students in
the Class of 2017.
“Because of the economy, and
some of the strengths of the Catholic
parish schools, in some areas where
the public schools are strong, the parents choose to send their kids to the

public school if the Catholic school
in their parish is not as strong,” said
Schmelter.
Although Schmelter does not
promote to public schools, the vast
number of opportunities give students
from public schools a chance to visit
the school.
“People are aware of our school
(and) they may come to our events
(and) to our Open House,” said
Schmelter.
SLUH Night attracted 250 families, the SLUH admissions board gave
individual tours to 245 students in
2012, and the Open House provided
405 families a chance to see SLUH.
This abundance of opportunities gave
non-Catholic students a chance to
see SLUH, which Schmelter believes
is part of the reason for the constant
number of applications.
The top feeder schools are all
Catholic this year, with Mary Queen
of Peace sending 12 students to
SLUH. Academy of the Sacred Heart,
Our Lady of Lourdes, and St. Gerard
Majella are all sending ten students.
Nine students come from Chaminade.
Three schools have eight future Jr. Billikens. Five schools are each sending
seven students. [In all, 110 students
come from 13 Catholic schools.]
SLUH accepted 44 students of
minority backgrounds, accounting for

about 15 percent of the class. Twentythree students, 7.7 percent of the students accepted, are African American.
This year’s application recquired
students to provide ethnicity. The information from last year’s class did
not correctly represent the Class of
2016, given that some students chose
“other” instead of providing the admissions board with a more accurate
ethnic background.
Fifty-nine of the future Jr. Billikens will be continuing the tradition
set by a father, 72 future students have
had a brother attend SLUH, and 12 Jr.
Bills have had both a brother and father attend SLUH.
Principal John Moran is glad that
students can continue their family
legacy, but says that in no way does
the knowledge of a relative affect the
admissions process. Moran said that
in every situation in the process, the
admissions board looks for students
fit for Saint Louis University High
School.
“We are looking for qualified St.
Louis U. High School students first
and foremost. It would be unfair
whether because of someone’s race,
religion, ethnicity, family legacy, any
of that, to put a student at St. Louis
U. High who wasn’t going to be able
to succeed at St. Louis U. High,” said
Moran.

Applicant Acceptance Rate
Class of 1997

Class of 2007

Class of 2017

Thursday, February 14

Schedule R
V Wrestling @ State Championships @ Mizzou Arena
(through Feb. 16)
Freshman Registration/Campus Ministry Meeting
AP
Truman State University—M112
7:30pm Dauphin Players Production: Brigadoon
Lunch Special—Papa John’s
Healthy—Salisbury Steak

Friday, February 15

No Classses
No Classes—Faculty Retreat
5:30pm B Basketball vs. CBC
7pm
V Basketball vs. CBC
7:30pm Dauphin Players Production: Brigadoon

Saturday, February 16
V Wrestling @ State Championship @ Mizzou Arena
7:30pm Dauphin Players Production: Brigadoon

Sunday, February 17
12pm KEEN
2pm
Dauphin Players Production: Brigadoon
7:30pm Dauphin Players Production: Brigadoon

Monday, February 18
No Classes—President’s Day
6:30pm Father/Son Rec Night

Tuesday, February 19
AP
Fontbonne University—M112
7pm
Mission Appalachia Meeting
Lunch Special—Strips & Fries
Healthy—Pasta

Wednesday, February 20
8am
PLAN Exam For Sophomores
AP
Lindenwood University—M112
Lunch Special—Brunch for Lunch
Healthy—Brunch for Lunch

No Classes

Schedule R

Schedule R

Thursday, February 21

Schedule R
Bradley University—M112
University of Central Missouri—M114
University of Kentucky—M116
8:40pm V Hockey vs. Lindbergh @ Hardee’s Iceplex
Lunch Special—Riblet Sandwich
Healthy—Country Fried Steak
AP

Friday, February 22
4pm

Freshman Retreat

Half Day

lunch Special—Bosco Pizza
Healthy—Fish Fillet

Applicants accepted, in dark gray, out of the entire class of applicants. The acceptance of a larger percentage of applicants can
partialy be explained by the elimination of waiting lists. Students who would have previously been denied admission but later
allowed in as accepted students decided not to attend SLUH are now just admitted initially.

1997 Incoming Class
from Mo. and Ill.

Percentage of Incoming Class Minority
Class of 1997

Class of 2008

Class of 2017

Minority students in dark gray, caucasian students in light gray. Recent years have seen efforts to encourage minority applicants,
including advertisements run in the St. Louis American. Admission officials say that there is not a specific number of minority
students they are attempting to include.

Students from Il. in dark gray, students from Mo. in light
gray. This year’s admitted applicants include eight more
students from Il. than the year before.

St. Louis Teen Talent Competition showcases 3 SLUH students
(continued from page 1)
and each was heavily experienced
in the performing arts business.
“I didn’t really know any of
them, but they were really nice,”
said Newsham. “They said what
was good, said what needed improvement. There wasn’t any kind

of Simon Cowell harshness going
on.”
Newsham was the competition’s sole whistler.
“I was about to enter for classical piano, and then I thought
whistling would be something
they haven’t seen before,” said

Newsham.
Newsham whistled ‘La Vie
En Rose,’ a famous song by the
French singer Edith Piaf, accompanied with piano.
Krausz entered the competition as a singer/pianist, using
songs by Billy Joel.

“I did a medley of four Billy
Joel songs,” said Krausz. “And it
was fun, because there was a slow
section and a fast section.”
Although each student entered without knowing the others
were competing, all three have
made it to the semifinals.

“We are three separate acts,
and going (from) 153 acts competing to 38 acts competing, it’s
pretty cool that all three of us were
able to move on,” said Krausz.

