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Hockeybills ground Flyers, will meet CBC at Scottrade
photo | Dr. Rick Keubel
BY Nick Kimble
REPORTER

T

he IceBills knew what had to
be done on Saturday night.
Backed into a corner after a 4-1
loss to Lindbergh on Friday, St.
Louis U. High needed to win
game two and a ten minute minigame in order to advance to the
State finals. On cue, the hockey
team put on a show on Saturday
night in front of a very patriotic
crowd by shutting out the Flyers
and booking their trip downtown.
Thursday’s snow pushed the
first game of the semifinal series
to Friday night, forcing a conflict
with the annual freshman retreat.
Although the Jr. Bills were
forced to wait a day to play No.3
Lindbergh, the effect seemed
minimal. SLUH jumped out to an
early 1-0 lead on a goal from senior Nick Walters.
Unfortunately, by the end of
the first period the game was tied
as Lindbergh notched a goal.
By the end of the second period, the Flyers had a 4-1 lead. As
those who could not attend game
one clung desperately to their
phones for updates concerning

One-third of
visioning committee
members chosen
BY Jacob
STAFF

I

n the last five school years, the
total enrollment of students in
the Archdiocese of St. Louis’s 28
high schools has shrunk by 1,403
students, or around 300 more
than attended St. Louis U. High in
the 2012-2013 school year.
In the same five-year period,
SLUH welcomed its largest-ever
freshman classes. SLUH continues to adapt in order to keep its
enrollment steady as numbers of
high-school Catholics in the St.
Louis Archdiocese are expected
to continue to decline.
“I really believe—and I don’t
want to sound like a pessimist—
but our more challenging years
may be still ahead of us, because
the number of Catholic high
school age kids has only been decreasing, if very slightly, over the
last ten years,” said John Schwob,
the Director of Pastoral Planning
for the Archdiocese of St. Louis,
who studies demographic changes and their effect on Catholic
education.
The percentage of high
school-age Catholics that choose

Hilmes

T

The hockey team and an amped up student body celebrate a Jr. Bills’ goal in the Challenge Cup semifinals.

their beloved Jr. Bills, the boys
in blue had a revival in the third
period. The team began to play
just as strong in the third period
as they had all season, but Lindbergh’s goalie put up a tremendous performance and did not

allow another goal. The final from
Hardee’s was 4-1, Lindbergh. The
next night was do or die.
“We were flat that first night,
and the second night we came out
and knew we needed to give everything we had so the fans had

one more game to watch,” said
senior captain Chase Berger of
the team’s mentality on Saturday
night.
Fitzpatrick’s Jr. Bills never
wavered in their confidence, even
continued on page 8

SLUH prepared for trend of declining
Catholic high school enrollment
BY Adam Thorp
NEWS EDITOR

Strategic
thinking
takes shape

Looks to recruit from outside
traditional base as Catholic
grade schools continue to shrink
to attend Catholic high schools
remains the same as it was 20
years ago, at about 34 percent. The
fall in total enrollment can therefore be attributed to a decline in
the raw number of Catholics of
high school age, not a decrease in
the percentage of that group that

choose to attend Catholic high
schools.
It should also be noted that
St. Louis’s 34 percent represents a
high proportion nationally, even
when compared to other traditionally Catholic cities, and that
much of the rest of the country
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As SLUH’s enrollment, represented by the graph to the left, has increased
to its highest ever levels, enrollment in all of the 28 schools of the St.
Louis archdiocese, represented by the graph to the right, has fallen by
1,403 students over the last 5 years. Graphs created by Thomas Williams.
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Joe Rund’s signing day
A response to the controversial article
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Rund’s presence at signing day. Page 3
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The Jesuit Future?
How SLUH and the Society of Jesus have
responded to the decline in Jesuit ranks.
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has lost enrollment in Catholic
high schools faster than St. Louis.
The smaller number of students attending parish schools,
which have traditionally been
SLUH’s largest feeder schools,
further dramatizes the decline.
Despite the smaller pool of
Catholic grade school students,
the number of SLUH students
drawn from these schools has
not fallen over time. Director of
Admission Anja Schmelter anticipates maintaining the number
of students from Catholic grade
schools by taking a larger portion
of the declining pool.
“If it’s true that the pie (of)
the kids in the Catholic grade
schools is shrinking, we’re not going to take our fair share. We’re
going to try to increase the number of students we attract from
that given pool,” said Schmelter.
But as numbers continue
to decline, attention has turned
to drawing students from other
schools.
“I think (the decline in enrollment) has the potential to
continued on page 6
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Cheaters need not apply
Editor in Chief John Webb offers an ultimately superior alternative to the problem
of academic integrity. Page 3
News

Master Chuck takes Manhattan
Hussung attends a workshop in the Big
Apple for Master Teachers at boys schools.
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Sports

he next chapter of St. Louis
U. High’s history is slowly
developing, as the search for strategic thinking committee members continues. The new strategic
thinking committee will consider
issues and proposals that will ultimately shape SLUH, not only
in facilities, but in its students as
well.
The most recent program
in strategic planning was Vision
2000, which ended with the completion of the Si Commons. With
Vision 2000 completed, the new
committee will explore sustainability, financial modeling, and
Jesuit ideals (see Volume 77, issue
6).
Vice President for Advancement John Rick leads the candidate selection process. He said the
main goal of the committee will
be to focus on students.
“We’re skating next Monday
night for the State championship,
and we don’t have a hockey rink.
We won the State championship
in racquetball, and we’re playing this week for the National
Championship. We don’t have
a racquetball court. How many
times has our water polo team
won the state championship in recent years? We rent the swimming
pool,” said Rick. “It isn’t about facilities, it’s about who’s here. We’re
not by any means being driven by
things (any more) than we are being driven by the human dynamic
of the guys in this school.”
Rick predicts the group will
range from 130-150 members and
will mainly consist of faculty and
entrepreneurial thinkers. A committee this large is unusual for
most educational strategic thinking.
“Many institutions have a
very small group of people, a
subcommittee of the board that
does the strategic thinking for the
institution. After they conceive
whatever the plan would be, it’s at
that point that they would begin
to communicate to a wider audience what it is, what resourcing it
might take, etc.”
continued on page 6

Underclassman wrestling pins MCC
The C Wrestling team dominates the MCC
tournament for the fourth year in a row.
Page 10
C-Basketball wrap up
A final look over the C-White and C-Blue
basketball teams as they finish their season at 13-6 and 11-2, respectively.
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Speech team takes CISL Championship by 50 points
BY Leo Heinz
REPORTER

T

he St. Louis U. High speech
team won first place in the
Christian Interscholastic Speech
League (CISL) Finals on Sunday
at St. Francis Borgia High School
in Washington, Mo. The SpeechBills concluded the season with
334 points, outscoring their nearest competitor, St. Joseph’s Academy, by more than 50 points.
The speech team was in the
lead for most of the season. After a shaky opening meet in late
October, the team was able to
quickly bounce back. The uneasiness at the start of the season can
be attributed to many SpeechBills
also being part of the Dauphin
Players, who were staging Little
Shop of Horrors at the beginning
of the season. After the play was
over, the team was able to practice
more, which paid off through the
rest of the season.
This was senior Scottie Szewczyk’s first and final year as a

member of the team. He said, “I
think it went really well. We were
in the lead for the entire year. St.
Joe’s has been our closest competition, and I think (that) we’ve had
a lead over them for most of the
year.”
Junior Tom Fields, another
team member, said, “It was a great
season. Everyone was working so
hard and we had a lot of fun. It
was my first year doing it, and I
had a blast.”
At the finals last weekend in
Washington, Fields won a first
place trophy in the radio category. Szewczyk and senior Joe Essig won first place trophies in the
duet category.
Many other SpeechBills won
second and third place trophies
at Borgia. Juniors Michael Schimmele and Sam Krausz won blue
ribbons throughout the season as
well.
“I thought the season was a
complete success. SLUH was the
winner, so that’s really all we set

out to do, win as a team,” said Essig.
“(The season went) terrific,
actually,” said speech team moderator Kathy Whitaker. “I think
we always start the first meet feeling that we haven’t had enough
practice. They seemed to really
rally and get things done.
“It seems that over the years
people have become more and
more interested in elevating
speech. And, we have a lot more
participants,” she added.
The SpeechBills will most
likely be able to field a competitive team next season. Many of its
core members were juniors this
season.
Current freshmen, designated as “interns” this year, will have
a more significant role next year.
Instead of watching meets, they
will probably be participating in
them.
“There will be some new
blood,” said Whitaker. “We’ve got
some strong people coming back.

We’re trying to cultivate the newbies. We’ve got commitment going.”
Essig, who will be off to college next year, gave some advice
to the team heading into next season.
“As long as you keep up with
the preparations for the various
pieces, I’m sure they’ll do just
as great,” he said. “We had a lot
of kids who were really new to
speech team this year. They did
absolutely great work. Even if
we’re looking for new members
last year because the seniors are
leaving, really anybody can go out
and do it. It’s a great thing. You
don’t have to be an actor or anything like that.”
The
SpeechBills
fought
through a long season, and their
hard work paid off in the end.
They were able to come back from
a second place finish last season
and take the top spot this year.

Hussung attends boys school conference in New York
BY Paul J.
REPORTER

Fister

E

nglish teacher Chuck Hussung journeyed to New York
City last weekend to attend the
Workshop for Master Teachers
from Boys Schools, organized by
the International Boys Schools
Coalition (IBSC), a non-profit organization dedicated to education
and enrichment of boys across the
world. The workshop was discussion-based and helped teachers
new to all-boys schools adjust to
the environment.
St. Louis U. High’s association with the IBSC prompted
initiation for a participant to the
workshop, and the administration
asked Hussung, a 25-year boys
school veteran, to attend.
With ten people leading, 35
teachers participated in the workshop that was held at Buckley
School, an all-boys’ school from
pre-K through eighth grade in
Manhattan.
“What seemed to be their

This week in
Prep News
history

goal was what they called ‘harvesting knowledge’,” said Hussung, “(so they) put us through
exercises that would help them
learn what works with teaching
boys.”
Topics of discussion included
student body size, co-ed versus
single-sex education, and technology.
Most of the schools that sent
a representative to the workshop
are considerably smaller than
SLUH, said Hussung.
“I’d say we had 1,080 boys
and watch their eyes get wide,”
Hussung said.
The other schools often had
graduating classes of only about
50 students, according to Hussung, which allows for a high degree of intimacy between students
and teachers.
“Somebody asked me once
if I knew everyone in a graduating school’s class, and, no, I don’t,”
said Hussung.
Another big difference be-

tween SLUH and the other schools
represented was that not only did
they have smaller student bodies,
but many of the schools included
grades K through 12.
“A number of the schools
weren’t high schools, they were
grade schools,” said Hussung.
“(The teachers) thought the idea
of co-ed grade school education
leading to single-sex high school
education was a pretty weird
model. ... For them it’s much
more common to have single-sex
grade school and then co-ed high
school.”
St. Louis’s large number of
single-sex high school makes the
city unique nationally. The co-ed
grade school to single-sex high
school model prevalent here is
not as much followed across the
country.
One topic of frequent discussion was the use of technology, for
many of the schools at the conference had adopted some sort of
technology changes, whether it be

laptops, tablets, or the like.
“I learned some interesting
things about what the machines
can do, some of the technological (advantages, and) challenges
maybe to adapting to them for
students and teachers,” said Hussung.
After the workshop, Hussung
was able to do some traveling visiting former students and other
friends in the Northeast. Above
all he learned a lot, and had a
good time with the attendees.
“The teachers I met there
seemed intelligent and dedicated,”
said Hussung. “The teacher personality tends to be high on niceness. . . You get a bunch of people
in the room like that and everything’s pretty cozy.”
“Being around a whole lot of
schools that feel pretty different
from ours helped me think about
(and) notice new things here,”
said Hussung. “I saw new things
about this place by the comparison.”

Rugby Nightbeat
photo | Ben Banet

February 28. 1996
Matt Gunn ’90 won the
award for Best Short
Film in the prestigious
Sundance Film Festival.
Gunn co-created “Man
About Town” with director Kris Isacsson. The film
focuses on a life similar
to that of Gunn during
his college years in which
he bar-hops and becomes
inebriated frequently.

The SLUH Rugbybills beat Parkway United last night 12-7 at a snowy SLUH field. Senior Patrick Mulligan
scored.

Fields wins
regionals
of Poetry
Out Loud,
headed to
State
BY Stephen
CORE STAFF

J

Lumetta

unior Tom Fields, who won
St. Louis U. High’s Poetry Out
Loud competition in December,
won the regional competition on
Feb. 20. Fields had to perform
three poems for the regional
competition: “Adam’s Curse” by
W.B. Yeats (which he used at the
SLUH Poetry Out Loud competition), “As Kingfishers Catch Fire”
by the Jesuit poet Gerard Manley
Hopkins, and “Richard Cory” by
Edwin Arlington Robinson.
English teacher and SLUH
Poetry Out Loud coordinator
Chuck Hussung described “As
Kingfishers Catch Fire” as philosophical-theological, a poem
about the natural order of how
life works.
“It’s a realization of where
Christ acts in our lives. The
speaker of the poem is trying to
describe the feeling he gets when
he experiences God throughout
his life,” said Fields.
Fields first heard “As Kingfishers Catch Fire” when English
teacher John Kavanaugh used it
for morning prayer. As for “Richard Cory”, Fields heard about it
from his dad, who was enthusiastic about the poem.
“Richard Cory” is about a
rich man admired by the working
people in a small town.
“It feels like small-town celebrity,” said Hussung.
Fields will drop “Richard
Cory” at the State competition in
exchange for “The End of Science
Fiction” by Lisel Mueller, a relatively modern poem, according to
Fields.
“It starts out with a realization of the world around us and
it is changing and maybe not for
the better. After that, we realize
that the genre of science fiction
is dead, because we’re living in it
now. Maybe we need to go back to
our roots,” said Fields.
Fields credits his success to
theater teacher Joe Schulte and
Hussung.
“We’ve been working on the
honesty of the poem and communicating the ideas and the feelings, more than just saying the
words. I think that’s going to be
the biggest difference in this competition,” said Fields on working
with Schulte.
Hussung helped Fields with
the meter of the poem and his
performance.
As for the state competition, which is in Jefferson City on
March 14, Fields is working hard
preparing for it.
“I’m not sure how to feel because I haven’t gone there before.
… (It will be) the best of the region,” said Fields.
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Commentary
Neither Rund nor SLUH
deserve harsh judgment
Brian Dugan and
Clark DeWoskin

BY

SPORTS EDITORS

T

wo weeks ago, word reached
the Prep News office of a story on stlhighschoolsports.com,
a Post-Dispatch website, focusing on senior Joe Rund’s absence
from SLUH’s signing day. The article has caused some controversy
in the SLUH community. The
Prep News sports editors feel that
reactions to the article have been
in many cases misguided. In that
vein, we hope to bring some clarity to the issue by providing some
context.
On February 6, SLUH athletes signed letters of intent to
play college sports in SLUH’s
Danis Field House. Rund, a threeyear varsity player and former
captain, was not invited to the
signing after choosing to leave
SLUH’s soccer program to play
for the St. Louis Scott Gallagher
club for his senior season. This
went unnoticed by many until the
Feb. 13 article began to circulate.
The commentary, titled
“SLUH deserves red card for snub
of Academy player, former captain,” drew polarizing opinions.
On one end, many agreed with
writer David Kvidahl. The decision to exclude Rund, so the story
goes, was personally directed at
Rund and was, as Kvidahl wrote,
“petty and shallow.” Rund had
every right to sign with his classmates. How could anyone justly
punish an 18-year-old kid for
making such a weighty decision?
On the other end, many
jumped to Athletic Director Dick
Wehner’s defense, chastising Kvidahl for taking a cheap shot at
SLUH and Wehner, who were
faced with an equally difficult decision.
Of the reaction, those on the
extreme ends of both sides were
likely wrong. The article failed to
provide SLUH’s side of the story,
which makes clear that no personal attack was intended—even
if it was felt. It also failed to mention the process that went into
the athletic department’s decision or the personal meetings that
Wehner held with both Rund and
his father. In Kvidahl’s defense,
Wehner declined to comment on
the issue for Kvidahl’s article.
Last February, talk of club
soccer, or Academy, players not
being allowed to play for their
high schools reached its climax.
In April, the US Soccer Federation officially mandated that all
members of its Academy system—which St. Louis Scott Gallagher is a part of—participate in
a 10-month season that would interfere with the three-month high
school season.
The implications for SLUH
were drastic, as three starting defenders—Rund and fellow seniors
Blake Gonzalez and Matt Steurer—chose to play for the Academy. Some took this decision by
the three seniors as a disservice to
SLUH’s storied soccer program.
The choice was complicated for
all three, Rund in particular.
Initially, Rund thought he
would be allowed to play for both

continued on page 4

Volume 77, Issue 20

Commentary
Let’s fix the cheating problem at SLUH
John Webb
editor in chief
BY

SLUH and the Academy. Students
who received financial assistance
were allowed to submit a waiver
clearing them to play for their
school. When eight SLSG players
qualified, this option was no longer feasible and it was dropped. It
was then that Rund chose to end
his SLUH career after three seasons.
His decision to leave SLUH’s
program was unpopular among
many students. For Rund, though,
a fact that’s often neglected is the
opportunities for Division I soccer and more importantly the
scholarships that come along with
it. Rund said that without the
Academy, he’s not sure he would
have been scouted by the University of Alabama-Birmingham,
where he will be playing next year.
According to some, the
choice to leave your school’s program, no matter how logistical,
shouldn’t come without consequences. And thus, the issue of
signing day made its entrance.
Every year, student-athletes sign
National Letters of Intent to continue their athletic pursuit in college. Typically, SLUH and other
high schools throughout the nation hold ceremonies—one in
the winter, one in the spring—
for their students who sign to
play a college-level sport. In the
past, club sports hadn’t interfered
significantly with high school
athletic programs, and every
player signing was invited to the
ceremony. Athletic director Dick
Wehner knew when Rund made
his decision that signing day was
going to be a source of debate.
From August until late January, Wehner, assistant athletic
director Tim Rittenhouse, and
others carefully researched and
discussed what to do if and when
the Academy players signed letters of intent. After discussions
with SLUH faculty and coaches,
athletic directors and coaches
from other schools, Wehner and
Rittenhouse made a decision: although the Academy players were
still a part of the SLUH community, they had left the SLUH athletic
program and therefore wouldn’t
be invited to sign in the Danis
Field House.
It is important that those
not completely familiar with the
situation understand that this
decision was in no way an attack
against the individual students
who left the SLUH program, nor
was it an intended punishment
for what some saw as betrayal.
Since the article was published, SLUH has offered Rund
an invitation to sign at SLUH in
April. Wehner said it’s likely that
all Academy players in the near
future will be invited to sign on
campus.
“Personally, I have no problem inviting everybody else, and
I’ll let the players sort that out.
Whether the players play here,
whether the players don’t play
here, I’ll let the players decide
that part. The school would like
to change the policy and I have no
problem with them changing the

Prep News

T

housands of words have been
written in the Prep News the
past two and a half years detailing cheating at St. Louis U. High
but few words to outline a possible solution. I have a simple
proposal to curb cheating: require students to sign a statement at the beginning of every
quiz and homework assignment
that says they will not cheat.
My proposal arises from
some experiments I read about
in The (Honest) Truth about Dishonesty by behavioral economist
Dan Ariely. For most of his experiments, Ariely told college students he would pay them based
on how many matrix tasks—a
sort of math problem—they could
solve in five minutes. For the test
group, Ariely had his research assistant tally up how many matrix
problems the students got correct
and dole out cash accordingly.
For other groups of students,
though, Ariely gave the participants a chance to cheat by either
letting them count up how many
matrixes they got right by themselves instead of a research assistant or even allowing them free
reign at the cash register to collect their own money. In this way
Ariely empirically tracked levels
of cheating. More importantly, he
could also measure how effective
different approaches were at combatting cheating.
The simplest and most effective method Ariely discovered
for combatting cheating was not
stricter oversight but to remind
people of moral standards. When
Ariely asked participants to write
out the Ten Commandments before taking the matrix task, cheating vanished completely.
In a separate experiment,
when Ariely asked participants
at MIT and Yale to sign a statement that read, “I understand
this experiment falls under my
school’s honor code,” cheating
once again vanished completely,
despite the fact that neither MIT
nor Yale has an honor code.
Of course, signing a state-

ment can soon lose its power. If
students sign such a pledge on every quiz from freshman orientation until graduation, the effect of
the pledge might quickly diminish.
If, however, students were required to write their own pledge
at the top of every quiz—a pledge
that was important and unique
to them—the effect of the moral
reminder could last much longer. While Ariely doesn’t have
experimental data to back his
claim, he suggests this strategy to
combat cheating in the long term.
It’s important for such a
pledge to come at the beginning
of a quiz or homework assigndrawing | Gabe Newsham

ment because a moral reminder is
more helpful at the beginning of
a task. Taking his matrix data to
insurance companies, Ariely convinced the companies to create
two versions of a form in which
drivers logged the miles they
drove in the past year.
In one, drivers signed a statement that said they agreed the
information they reported was
truthful before they logged the
amount of miles driven. In another, they signed after. The thinking was that people would want
to cheat the insurance companies
and log more miles than they actually drove.
People who signed after they
logged the amount of miles they
drove reported having driven an
average of 2,400 more miles than
those who signed before they reported the number of miles driven.
While it wasn’t a large sam-

3

ple, the results suggest that people
who had to sign before they reported the number of miles they
drove cheated less.
Prep News survey data and
last year’s academic integrity survey data suggests that most of
the cheating at SLUH happens
on quizzes and homework as opposed to tests and papers. For this
reason, I suggest that if such a
pledge be used at SLUH, it would
only be used on quizzes and
homework. I’ve fought to the last
few seconds on AP Physics tests
and English in-class essays. But
on quizzes and homework, I don’t
think it would be an unreasonable
burden to ask students to spend
an extra 30 seconds or a minute
filling out a pledge.
Implementing such a plan is
not without its drawbacks. The
reward in Ariely’s experiments
was purely monetary. The rewards from cheating on a quiz are
more complex than cheating for a
few extra bucks on a psychology
experiment. When you cheat on
a homework assignment, the rewards system is complex. The immediate result is that it will save
your grade, but it might be done
with the hope of being accepted
into a good college, getting a good
job, or even just getting your
parents off your back. So while I
wouldn’t expect moral reminders to be as effective in cheating’s
complicated social and emotional
dynamic, I still expect it to help.
My favorite part of allowing students to create and sign
their own statement is that the
language would be their own.
The most damaging side effect of
cheating is not the consequences
of getting caught but rather the
harm it does to your own integrity. Writing your own pledge
would ensure that your own words
protect your own integrity, not the
cleverly-crafted, precisely-worded
boggle of legalistic language from
an authority figure.
There are few tools in this
world more powerful than your
own conscience. Why not create a
system so you can use it?

cartoon | Maxwell Garr

This cartoon does not necessarily reflect the views of St. Louis U. High or the Prep News.
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Reflection
The little things that make life a miracle

Notebook
Is there a radio in my head?

Joel Ocampo
chose to do my Senior Project at the Gateway/Wheeler
School, a school for severely mentally disabled children from ages
six to 20. Initially, I had chosen
the site because I loved working
with kids as a tutor, and I thought
that the challenge of working with
and teaching mentally disabled
children would keep me on my
toes and give me the sense of being outside of my comfort zone, a
feeling that Senior Project is infamous for providing.
Going into project, I expected to be overwhelmed with
new responsibilities and a new
environment, but the feeling of
discomfort and awkwardness was
not the biggest problem I faced.
Although I admit feeling uneasy and uncomfortable on my
first couple of days there, Senior
Project actually started to become
just another routine as I got used
to the kids. My biggest struggle
during project was not that I
couldn’t connect with the kids or
that I shied away from growing
closer with the kids, the struggles
that I was expecting. Surprisingly,
my problem was that I became
bored.
After I got used to the schedule at my school, I felt I started
spending most of my time just
watching students cut, color, and
glue. At one point on project, I
spent an hour and a half listening to the same 30 second tune
of “Head, Shoulders, Knees, and
Toes” as I looked after a student
who repeatedly pressed the button on the computer that started
playing the song.
I soon realized that my biggest problem was not going to be
awkwardness or not working hard

BY Mitch Mackowiak
WEB EDITOR

BY

I

enough. My problem was going to
be patience.
The thing no one ever told
me about Senior Project is that
Senior Project gives us the task
of slowing down. Senior Project
requires me to stop moving at the
SLUH pace of rushing from class
to class with my stack of books,
trying to cram information into
my head from seven different
classes. Senior Project forces us to
move more slowly so that we can
notice all of the little things about
life that usually go unnoticed in
our daily lives.
But my perspective on project was restored when this idea
of slowing down came to me one
day as I was speaking to one of the
teachers.
It was the end of the day, and
I had started to help put all of the
kids into their jackets so that they
could get onto the bus. When I
finally finished the fight of putting these kids into their jackets
as they resisted and pulled their
arms out of the sleeves, I sat down
and noticed another teacher giving a student a drink of water in
a cup.
I did not think much of this
little moment until the teacher
started proclaiming, “This right
here is amazing!”
Still not understanding exactly why it was so amazing, I
gave her a puzzled nod, but she
continued saying, “It took us five
years to get to this point!”
I was shocked. The child was
only drinking from a cup, and yet
the teacher had put in five years
of hard work and perseverance
to get a child to do something so
simple.
This moment changed everything for me and saved me from

categorizing Senior Project as
“just another SLUH thing.”
At that point, I began to
grasp what I had been missing
throughout my project. I forgot
to appreciate the little things. In a
more general way, I forgot to appreciate life.
I finally realized that I was
only feeling bored because I had
the wrong attitude towards everything. When I started project,
I was only looking for the big
things. I was hoping I could teach
a student some sort of valuable
skill or that I would be there when
a student learned to read a whole
book on his own or that a kid
would learn to have a whole conversation with me. In my search
to look for big life changing moments, I missed the little miracles
that were happening each day on
my project.
I began to see my helping
them with cutting and coloring
not as a tedious chore or work but
as a privilege to take part in helping them live a better day. Each
day in project, I was not just helping them read, cut, color, eat, and
play. I was being their companion
and friend. I saw the little things
like making them smile, laugh,
or drink as a blessing that I could
share my life with other people.
These kids and teachers all
taught me to appreciate my life
more. They taught me to see every moment as a blessing that I
can breathe and enjoy life. When
I was able to truly slow down and
examine my own life, my project
taught me to see that living is a
miracle, even in the smallest of
actions, and that it is a privilege
to share my gifts, talents, and life
with others.

Volume LXXVII Editorial Policy
The Volume 77 Prep News
opinion section serves as a vehicle
of the personal opinions for students, faculty, or others. All topics
discussed in the section will be related to St. Louis University High
School.
Nothing published either as
an editorial or as a letter to an
editor should be considered the
opinion of the school, the administration, or anyone other than its
author or authors.
A Prep News editorial is the
opinion of all five editors on a
particular topic.
A commentary or column is
an opinion of one member of the
Prep News staff, not of the Prep
News itself.
A perspective or notebook,
like a commentary, is the opinion
of one person, often a Prep News

staff member. Unlike a commentary, such a piece is often intended
primarily to convey a personal
experience rather than to provide
a viewpoint on an issue. Unlike
a letter, such pieces are usually
developed at the request of, and
sometimes under the guidance of,
the Prep News editors.
Every member of the SLUH
community is welcomed and encouraged to submit a letter to the
editors. Every letter received by
the editors will be read and given
consideration. All letters must be
signed, but the author’s name may
be withheld from publication by
request and at the discretion of
the editors.
The Prep News editors reserve the right to edit any submissions for publication in order to
meet grammatical standards, but

they will not skew the author’s
original intent. Also, the editors reserve the right to withhold
from publication any submission
if it is deemed vulgar, tasteless,
or otherwise inappropriate. Authors should be available for the
editors to contact them before
publication to address matters of
concern.
All authors wishing to have
letters published must submit
them by 4:00 p.m. the Wednesday
before the letter is to be published.
Letters should be e-mailed to
prepnews@sluh.org, and if possible a signed copy should be given
to a Prep News editor or moderator or mailed to the Prep News
courtesy of St. Louis University
High School, 4970 Oakland, St.
Louis, MO 63110.
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veryone knows the phenomenon of getting a song
stuck in your head. But have you
ever considered the frequency at
which songs pass in and out of
your head? I call that radiohead
(it’s not illegal as long as I don’t
capitalize it). And my radio has
many stations.
I have the habit of listening
to any aural stimulant within earshot. Whether it’s music or television, ignoring it doesn’t work
well. It may be because I think
someone must be playing the
song exclusively to enjoy it, otherwise why would you play a song?
So I have heard gigabytes of music
growing up.
The degree of melodic oversaturation I’ve received has
primed my mind for radiohead.
I’ve re-noticed how often a song
plays in my head if someone else
says a lyric of the song unintentionally. This became a significant
enough occurrence to properly
document. For two days I noted
whenever a song started playing in my head, and how it happened—whether it was provoked
by others singing or mentioning
the tune, me thinking about music, someone saying a lyric, or if
it was unprovoked. See the data
below.
The songs ranged decades
and genres, from the Fleetwood
Mac’s “Go Your Own Way” to Carley Rae Jepsen’s “Call Me Maybe”
(provoked by someone else, let
the record show) and spared no
class period or time of day.
The most puzzling category
is “Unprovoked.” It was not a category until I was working intently
on an in-class assignment. I sud-

Other person
Thinking of it
Lyric heard
Unprovoked
Total

denly realized a song was playing
in my head, but it felt like the song
was playing before the realization.
I started the playback subconsciously. My brain played background music on itself.
I can’t even begin to explain
how that happens, but I do have
a theory about the overall condition. It might be found in perceptual boredom.
My most memorable and
concentrated instance of radiohead happened this past summer.
I went to an architecture camp
where about twenty kids and I
plugged away at designing and
constructing a model in one room
for two three-to-five hour chunks
a day (much more fun that it
sounds). Some played music, but
I tuned it out by working. But
because of that lack of stimulus,
just me working with the tools,
my mind pulled out songs stored
away over the years like rabbits
from a magician’s hat.
The problem is, music is
catchy. Once you hear a song or
jingle a few times, you know it for
a year, maybe. That’s astonishing.
If only we could memorize math
equations and history lessons so
easily.
As it stands, I’m holding a
lot of bad music in my mental library. Not much can be done in
eliminating that, but I can prevent
further cluttering: Extreme censoring. My aversion to the radio
has increased exponentially. It
only takes a few listens for a song
to root itself in the ol’ long-term.
And while radiohead may naturally counter boredom, I can’t
help but think where my thoughts
could go without musical interruptions.

Day 1
7
4
2
4
17

Day 2
3
2
8
6
19

Policy on
letters to the editor
The Prep News is a forum for discussing issues pertinent to St. Louis U. High and its students. The Prep News offers a unique and public
medium through which people can share their
experiences or voice their opinions. We invite all
of our readers to submit their thoughts in a letter
to the editors of the Prep News.
See the Prep News Editorial Policy for more
information.

Neither Rund nor SLUH deserve harsh judgment
(continued from page 3)
policy,” Wehner said when we sat
down with him.
Wehner received emails in
response to the article that ranged
from support to petty insults to
suggestions that he leave SLUH.

In the aftermath of the situation,
it’s important to search for the
facts of the matter before making any condemnations. Kvidahl’s
commentary brought to light facets of a complex situation, but it
didn’t enlighten its readers to all

the intricacies of SLUH’s decision.
We’re not here to say that
SLUH made a mistake in its judgment, as there are still details unknown to us after talking to both
Wehner and Rund. But it’s important to recognize that some facts

don’t present a fully clear picture,
and harsh judgments of either
party’s decision are most likely
misguided.
@sluhprepnews
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Breaking their snowy fourday fast from the SLUH campus,
“The Heidrichs”—a powerhouse
line of Seniors—emerged victorious in Sunday’s dodgeball tournament. The tourney raised $415.00.
To the left, the winning
team poses with the bracket they
dodged their way through.

photo | Luke Miller

After a riveting presentation
about Nike’s unfair labor practices
by Speaker Jim Keady, students
spent their Theology classes in a
Q&A session with Keady in the
Chapel.
“I thought it was surprisingly
positive,” said Student Council President Chris Gys. “I think
SLUH students in general are just
naturally skeptical, so I think Jim
Keady was able to defend his arguments really well with good evidence and I think SLUH students
were surprised by that.”
To the left, Keady speaks in
the Commons.

Money for
the Missions
Totals
Freshman: $ 2374
Sophomore: $ 2137
Junior:

$ 1876

Senior:

$ 2032

Wristbands
Freshman: $ 1296
Sophomore: $ 1296
Junior:
Senior:
photo | Sam Beckmann

photo | Nick Messina

Apparel

Tuesday

Freshman: $ 572

Senior Matt Raeber emerged victorious in a heated game
of Musical Chairs during Activity Period, and students spent
the day seeing double in “twin” attire. STUCO Moderator
Lauren Dickens said missing school the previous four days
due to snow may have contributed to a lower attendance than
last year, as many students had to spend their activity periods
catching up.
Above, students vie for a dwindling number of chairs in
Tuesday’s musical chair game. And in order from the left, juniors Adam Lux and Austin Strifler and sophomores Jake Nelson and Kevin Thomas sport matching outfits for Twin Day.

Wednesday

photo | Mark Rieke

Thursday

$ 1096
$ 1344

photo | courtesy SLUH photography

Sophomore: $ 377
Junior:

$ 321

Senior:

$ 286

Dodgeball (Sun.)
Freshman: $ 120
Sophomore: $ 40
Junior:

$ 70

Senior:

$ 185

Friday

Clad in beachwear, students got a chance to see STUCO, Campus Ministry, and various teachers match up in a Fieldhouse dodgeball tournament. An open donation helped raise funds in greater
quantities.
“I was really moved how generous the students were with their
contributions,” said Dickens. “I was moved by how many gave 5, 10
dollars—even a couple kids gave 20 dollars. I thought it was a really
fun event, that everyone gave what they could.”
Above, math teacher Dan Becvar aims for victory.

Students will break out
the snapbacks and Goodwillfueled outfits in preparation for Friday night’s mixer.
In addition, they’ll have an
hour and a half to dabble in
a variety of teacher activities: dry ice explosions with
Mrs. Chott, dancing with
Mrs. Anzalone, cheese tasting with Mrs. Lodholz, a bake
sale, and an opportunity for
students to tape Mr. Pagano
to a wall. Most activities will
include a donation of $1.
Clad in lumberjack garb, students piled in early to the Si Commons for a father-son pancake all-you-can-eat breakfast. STUCO arrived at school even earlier at 5am, in order to set up.
“I think it went really well,” said Gys. “I felt like we were really
prepared and a lot of people showed up. “
Above, pancakes take flight Thursday morning.
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(continued from page 1)
be more dramatic unless our
Catholic high schools continue
to be creative in their marketing
efforts,” Said Schwob. “I mean,
most of our Catholic high school
kids come from Catholic elementary schools. I think our Catholic
high schools need to do a better
job of going after Catholic kids in
the parish school of religion—the
PSR kids, they’re all Catholic kids.
We also need to be going after
non-Catholic kids to.. If we want
to maintain the enrollments, we
are going to have to more aggressively go after all of the kids that
are out there.”
Though SLUH president
Laughlin emphasized that though
the parish schools are “still our
core,” reaching beyond those
schools has become part of
SLUH’s approach to keeping enrollment up.
“(Our strategy) means we
continue our relationships with
those core feeders, we want to
support Catholic education. But
we also want to make sure we are
reaching out to students in public
schools, private schools, in ways
that don’t take for granted their
interest,” said Laughlin.
“We’re trying to share the
messages of who we are to people
outside of that pool (of Catholic
grade schools) that has traditionally been our major feeder so that
we can continue to have a stable
enrollment,” said Schmelter.
Schwob credited a growth in
CBC’s enrollment last year (which
reversed a longer-term decline) to
this kind of recruitment of students attending public schools.
Schmelter further suggested
that difficult economic times
might have driven Catholic parents to choose public school
through grade school and that
these students were another target
of recruitment.
SLUH has tried to increase its
visibility through radio and print
ads as well as additional recruit-

ing events.
The demographic difficulties
for local high schools mentioned
above forced St. Elizabeth Academy in South St. Louis City to close
due to declining enrollment (see
“Low enrollment closes St. Elizabeth Academy after 130 years,”
Feb. 7). Some stark contrasts between St. Elizabeth and SLUH
can help illustrate why SLUH’s
enrollment has held up and even
increased.
St. Elizabeth relied heavily on students living nearby. The
population of Catholics has declined even more quickly in the
area around St. Elizabeth’s than in
the region, shrinking the base of
students from which it could recruit. This is a problem common
to Catholic high schools in sections of St. Louis with population

geographic areas than almost
anywhere else,” said Schwob.
“SLU High gets kids from all over
the place, and I think that helps to
stabilize their enrollment.”
St. Elizabeth was also hurt by
its inability to continue to meet
its students’ increasing need for
financial aid. Schmelter credited
SLUH’s ability to provide substantial amounts of financial aid with
allowing students to attend SLUH
who might otherwise have been
financially unable.
“We are so blessed at SLUH,
and we can’t take it for granted,
that we can continue that legacy
of meeting the needs of the families coming in,” said Schmelter.
“The fact that this year we awarded $3.1 million of financial aid
obviously made it easier for us to
say, ‘Consider SLUH, we’ll work

“I really believe— and I don’t want to sound
like a pessimist— but our more challenging
years may be still ahead of us, because the
number of Catholic high school age kids has
only been decreasing.”
Director for Pastoral Planning for the
archdiocese of St. Louis John Schwob
decline.

SLUH’s broad recruitment area means it can avoid this
problem. As the number of potential students in one area begins to
decline, SLUH can make up those
numbers by recruiting from faster-growing areas like St. Charles
County. St. Dominic High School
in St. Charles is another one of the
few Catholic high schools in the
St. Louis region that is growing.
“A number of our Catholic
high schools do have kids coming
from a broad range, but I would
almost think that SLUH attracts
a wider range of kids from more

with your family, to meet your financial needs. With other schools
that may be a big challenge.”
SLUH’s stable enrollment numbers have enabled it to
avoid some methods of keeping
enrollment up that other schools
have been forced to employ, like
applying less rigorous standards
to incoming students.
“I know SLUH is still pretty
selective, but some of the high
schools are trying to take anybody who will fill a seat,” said
Schwob. “And I don’t mean that
in a negative sense: you have a
building that can house let’s say

600 kids, you’d like to have 600
kids there. And if you have 600
kids that want to go there, some
schools will try to enroll them, if
they can.”
SLUH began looking at these
demographic changes about five
years ago. Though enrollment
at SLUH had not been affected,
planning began for how to react
to the then already apparent regional changes that are already
becoming apparent.
“What I would say is that
what we’ve tried to do from the
high school perspective goes back
five years,” said Laughlin. “We
studied the demographics and we
looked at what we did and didn’t
do from a marketing and admissions point of view. And we have
tried to put people and strategies
in place to address (the trends we
saw) to the best of our abilities,”
said Laughlin.
SLUH began to adapt to
changing circumstances even before that date by creating the admissions department.
“I think we’ve tried to be very
proactive for a number of years
looking at what people said was
coming,” said Laughlin. “So we
established an admissions office
even though we were turning
students away. Some people were
asking the question ‘Well, why
would you do that?’ (We did it)
because we saw a change coming.”
Laughlin and Schmelter
both emphasized that the most
important element of maintaining enrollment, above any media
strategy, is SLUH’s reputation for
providing a strong education.
“It doesn’t matter what marketing campaign you do,” said
Schmelter. “The reason we continue to be strong in our enrollment is because people value the
education and the programs that
we provide.”
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Mock trial
is 12 for 12
ballots after
Tues. meet
BY Nate Beckemeyer
REPORTER

F

or the second time this year,
both Mock Trial teams competed at the Clayton courthouse,
where they crushed the opposition and qualified for the regional
competition.
Both varsity and JV won all
of their ballots, earning a perfect
record of six out of six in their two
games against teams from Ladue
and Jefferson City. Combined
with their perfect records from
the previous trial, SLUH has now
won all 12 ballots this season.
Two opposing teams consisting of three witnesses and three to
four lawyers argue the criminal
case about a high school student’s
possible knowledgeable methamphetamine possession.
Squad member Robert Hayes
said, “The trial went very well. We
knew all the scripts, and we were
able to think on our feet and respond.”
“We did very well with the
trials,” said moderator Anne Marie Lodholz. She credited the
tema’s skill at extemporaneous
speaking for this success.
Sit said, “We have much
more work to do and fine-tuning,
but I think we have a pretty good
at reclaiming our state title from
last year.”
“The competition is going to
be more confident and well-prepared” at regionals, Lodholz said,
adding that she thinks SLUH has
“a good chance” of victory.
Winning State will be difficult, as SLUH will be going up
against old rivals who have done
extremely well in previous years.
Regionals will take place in midMarch when the final teams in St.
Louis compete to qualify for State.

SLUH embarks on strategic plan, begins to form committee
(continued from page 1)
SLUH hopes to invert
this process by starting with a
wider group both of people involved in education and also with
groups like alumni, who see and
live the effects SLUH has on its
students.
“I think we hope to use a discernment model for the inputs of
a lot of people in a process that
has these different areas of thinking. So with the size of it, the
scope of it, instead of just a few
people creating a plan, it’s going
to take more time and conversations to invite people to that process, and that’s basically where we
are: that phase of invitation, with
the idea of starting in October,”
said Laughlin.
“We want participants from
the faculty,” said Rick. “We want
as large an array (of) entrepreneurial thinkers as we can get,

and we are now in the process of
enlisting however many from the
faculty and outside entrepreneurial thinkers.”
About one-third of the projected group of entrepreneurial
thinkers for the committee have
been chosen by Rick and Laughlin, and Laughlin has been inviting faculty to join as well. Rick
guesses that around 25-30 percent of SLUH faculty will join the
committee.
Most issues presented to
faculty will involve questions
pertaining to curriculum pedagogy, and preparation for life after
SLUH.
“The faculty are better qualified to say, ‘What do we need to
do to deliver somebody into the
first year of university? What literature should they have been
exposed to? What poetry? What
kind of communication skills, be

it written or oral?’” said Rick.
Outside entrepreneurs will
offer a different perspective to the
committee and provide feedback
on SLUH’s educational achievements. Many, but not all, will be
alumni. Those approached have

mendation of the institution,” said
Rick. “We are having some very
good successes in asking and in
rekindling, reacquainting, and reconnecting.”
The committee does not have
to be restricted to Missouri and

“We are having some very good successes in
asking and in rekindling,
reacquainting, and reconnecting.”
Vice President for Advancement John Rick
often expressed immense gratitude for their time at SLUH.
“They, without any instigation on our part, begin the conversation with, ‘I am what I am
because of everything I learned at
St. Louis U. High.’ That’s a pretty
remarkable affirmation and com-

could be scattered on a national
scale. Distance should not be a
problem for the 7-8 meetings taking place over the 15-month period starting in October, as members will be able to attend any
meetings by conference call.
Rick said invitations have

been informal to this point, and
that no specific names can be released as of now.
Ultimately, Rick hopes that a
new committee will change SLUH
for the better, and that SLUH
grads will be sought out by most
colleges. This, of course, relies on
the strength, ambition, and organization of the committee.
“I’m sure that with the kinds
of people that we hope to engage
in all this, the entrepreneurial
thinkers, even the faculty, there’s
going to emerge in a conversation, ‘What about this?’ That’s
fine. I have confidence and trust
in the process,” said Rick. “If (a
proposal) has merit, evidence,
and arguments are presented to
give it merit, it will get a very good
dialogue, it will get a fair hearing,
it will get total consideration. It
doesn’t cost anything to do this
thinking process.”
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Feature
The Society of Jesus plans for future at SLUH and beyond
BY Kieran
STAFF

Connolly

S

t. Louis U. High was once run
almost entirely by members of
the Society of Jesus. Administrating, teaching, fund-raising, and
even coaching was done by the
school’s Jesuit fathers, brothers,
and priests-in-training. For many
decades they resided in SLUH’s Jwing and comprised the majority
of the staff.
By the 1980s, Jesuits comprised less than half of the faculty,
and in the mid-90s their numbers
had grown small enough that the
Jesuits moved out of SLUH and
into a house behind the school.
“The day they moved out of
the building, that was a big day,”
said Assistant Principal for Mission Jim Linhares. “It was always
kind of comforting and familiar
to know that they lived here.”
Yet the Jesuits have nevertheless remained a central part of
life at SLUH, teaching classes and
guiding the school’s faith life in
Masses, sacraments, and retreats.
This year, the Jesuit community at SLUH numbers five Jesuits
and one Jesuit scholastic, although
Tom Cummings, S.J., has been absent for several months, while he
recovers from a heart attack. John
Lan Tran, S.J., is expected to leave
SLUH next year for an assignment
in Portland, and when scholastic
Tim Kieras completes his regency
in two years, he will move away
from SLUH to the next stage of
Jesuit formation.
While these changes are
circumstantial, they do mirror
a general trend of decline in the
Jesuit order. SLUH’s cross-town
Jesuit peer, DeSmet, has seen its
Jesuit community suspended this
year after the number of Jesuits living on campus grew small
enough that the school decided it
would be better to have the Jesuits live elsewhere and commute to
the school. Three of them live in
St. Louis University’s Jesuit residence and DeSmet’s Jesuit president Wally Sidney, S.J., resides
with SLUH’s Jesuits in the house
on Lawn Ave.

A Different
Society
On a larger scale, the numbers of the Society of Jesus have
been decreasing for years. When
theology teacher Carl Heumann,
S.J., joined the Society in the late
1970s, there were more than 5,000
Jesuits in the United States, divided into ten provinces. According
to the website of the New Orleans Province, current numbers
nationwide are a little more than
half that.
The decline in numbers has
led to plans for consolidation
among the organization. The ten
Jesuit provinces will be combined
into four larger ones by 2020, according to Heumann. One of the
first of these mergers is the union
of the Missouri Province, which
includes Missouri, Kansas, Nebraska, Oklahoma, and parts of

Illinois, with the New Orleans
Province, made up of the Southern states and New Mexico.
The resulting province will be
known as the Central and Southern Province, and consolidation
is already underway, to be officially completed in the summer
of 2014. Within the 13 states of
the new province, there will be 11
Jesuit high schools and six Jesuit
universities.
The decline in the number of
Jesuits coincides with a numbers
problem among other religious
orders. In the U.S., the Jesuits
are the largest Catholic order, yet
their size did not immunize them
to the problems other orders and
the priesthood in general have
suffered.
“There have been decreases
in religious vocations across the
Church, as most people commonly know, from the 1970s to now,”
said Linhares.
The changes that came with
the Second Vatican Council led
to a reconsideration of the role
of clergy within the Catholic
Church. Internally, the Jesuits
had their own dialogue. “Vatican
II generally was an opportunity
to rethink concretely the way the
Society is run,” said Kieras.
“Vatican II did stress the
work of the laity,” said Heumann.
“Everyone was so solidly
convinced because of Vatican II
that the Church was becoming
much more a lay church than a
clerical church, that we kind of
backed off on inviting young men
to join,” said Ralph Houlihan, S.J.,
who was a Jesuit scholastic when
Pope John XXIII opened the Second Vatican Council in 1962.
Houlihan recalled a conversation he had in the 1980s with an
expert who had been studying the
decline in the numbers of Catholic orders.
“He said, ‘I’m just amazed
that (at) most other institutions where the numbers are going down, people are very upset
about that. You people seem to
be content.’ And I said to him,
‘It’s because it’s a lay church,’” said
Houlihan.
Kieras, born long after Vatican II, said: “There was a period
of greater questioning, trying new
models, looking for new things.
I feel like there was a time when
Jesuits thought, maybe we don’t
have as much of a role in the future so they weren’t maybe as energetic.”
Linhares agrees with that assessment. Of the Catholic Church
in the ’70s and ’80s, he says,
“There wasn’t the focus on recruiting for vocations … A part of
the reforms of the Second Vatican
Council I think led to a decreased
focus on that, not intentionally,
but de facto.”
Eventually, he believes that
attitude began to disappear. “You
saw, in the ’90s, a return to a focus
of some of that rhetoric, a return
to the focus of some of the effort,”
said Linhares. “And then perhaps
that’s why you have this bump.”

Replacement
level
The “bump” in numbers has
remained constant.
“If you look at the last, maybe
20 years or so, the numbers that
we’ve had entering has remained
stable in the Jesuits,” said Kieras.
The Jesuits are optimistic that
they can keep enrollment steady
and provide for the long-term
future. However, the overall number of Jesuits is still in decline—
perhaps an even sharper decline
now than in previous years. For
years, Jesuit numbers were boosted by a large number of priests
and brothers, who are now entering old age and retirement from
priestly duties. The numbers have
suffered accordingly.
“What’s happened here is
sort of like a time bomb, because
… (the Jesuits) beat the curve for
a while,” said Assistant Principal
for Mission Jim Linhares. “But
now we’re at a point where the
curve really is dropping off.”
Nationally, the number of
American Jesuits will not be anywhere near the 5,000 the Society
enjoyed 40 years ago.
“Somewhere between 1,500

A Jesuit identity
Linhares is quick to say that
there has been no mention yet of
the possibility of SLUH’s own Jesuit community closing.
“I’m hearing a lot of optimism about there being a Jesuit
presence here at this school for a
long time,” said Linhares.
A Jesuit presence means a
lot more than their roles in the
classroom.“The thing a priest
brings to a school is sacramental,”
said Heumann. “I think in the future, depending on how many we
are, I think at least one (Jesuit) is
going to have to be a chaplain.”
In recent years, even with
the Jesuit community on campus
doing its religious work, Linhares
notes that the school has had to
bring in priests from outside of
SLUH to help with Masses and
the sacraments. Yet still he sees
the such tasks as being essential to
the mission of the school’s community.
“Since (the Jesuits) probably
can’t let go of responsibility for
Mass and sacraments and faithbased stuff, are they going to start
letting go of some of this teaching
stuff? I don’t know,” said Linhares.

“What’s happened here is sort of like
a time bomb, because … (the Jesuits)
beat the curve for a while. But now
we’re at a point where the curve really is dropping off.”
Assistant Principal for Mission Jim Linhares
and 2,000 is probably where it will
level off,” said Heumann. “We’re
doing pretty well. … We’re not
going to die out.”
But the role of the Jesuits will
look different when they reach
that smaller, more stable number.
Heumann believes that the
size of the Jesuit community will
simply not be large enough to
sustain all the Jesuit institutions
across the nation. There are 50 Jesuit high schools and 28 universities across the country, as well as
Jesuit retreat centers and parishes,
most of which presently have an
attached Jesuit community.
As those numbers continue
to decrease, there is considerable
debate as to how the Society will
distribute its members.
“One idea is to choose a few
institutions and try to concentrate
some Jesuits there,” said Heumann. “The other idea is to try
to hang on to everyone we’ve got,
and there be maybe two Jesuits
in each place. I don’t know what
will be chosen, and we’re only at
the beginning of such a conversation.”
The idea of Jesuit schools and
universities without Jesuits bothers Heumann, who would much
prefer to see them spread as evenly as possible.

The Jesuits, said Linhares, are
also crucial as “the vessels that
have the deepest formation in this
thing we call Ignatian education.”
Linhares draws upon the Jesuits’ experience in their formation and priesthood in the exercises new teachers at SLUH are
required to undergo. New teachers have the opportunity to speak
with the Jesuits about the tenets of
Ignatian education.
“Ignatius pitched all this stuff
to laypeople, so it’s not like the Jesuits own it, but they are the ones
most acquainted with it so they
become a pretty special resource
for most of the rest of us,” said
Linhares.
Already, there are Jesuit
schools without Jesuits on the
campus. Xavier College Prep in
Palm Desert, California was established in 2006, as a “lay-built,
Jesuit-endorsed high school,” according to its website. The founders of Xavier College Prep realized
there was already heavy demand
on the Society and so did not attempt to build its own community
of Jesuits, while still carrying on
the tradition of Jesuit education.
Linhares has been invited to
lead a retreat at Xavier College
Prep, which he says carefully attempts to cultivate a Jesuit identity despite the absence of a Jesuit
presence in the school.
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Although a complete absence of Jesuits is certainly not in
the cards for all high schools, the
Jesuits have anticipated a diminished presence in the classroom
and school building. In 1970, the
Society established the Jesuit Secondary Education Association
(JSEA) as a resource for Jesuit
schools.
“(JSEA) has been up and
running explicitly with the role
of saying, ‘as Jesuit numbers decrease, how will this vision continue to thrive in schools?’” said
Linhares.
Bill Hobbs, a vice president
of JSEA, said by email that the
organization’s role—to “provide
services, programs and research
to support and sustain schools in
their Jesuit mission”—will evolve
and expand to meet the needs of
its 48 member schools.
To indicate the new approaches JSEA is taking to this
task, Hobbs mentioned a new online formation program for board
members of Jesuit schools, intended to instill an understanding
of the mission of Jesuit schools
and the need to promote it.
Hobbs said that although he
expected there would be schools
that will lose their Jesuits, “if you
have a community of adults committed to creating and sustaining
the Ignatian mission and identity
of the school, then you can have a
Jesuit school, whether or not Jesuits are physically present.”
Hobbs added that when Ignatius of Loyola founded the Society of Jesus, Ignatius “saw Jesuits
as men on the move.” In this original vision, “(the Jesuits) would in
short order train others to take
their place and run the institution.” Such schools would have
been Jesuit because their vision
and mission were Ignatian, and
successive teachers and faculty
would be tasked to carry on that
tradition.
With a smaller Jesuit community, it is essential that Jesuit
schools take on a similar mission.
“Many Jesuits will tell you that
our schools have never been more
Ignatian. That is because now everyone in the school must own
the mission,” said Hobbs.
Identity and mission are certainly things that Jesuit schools
are reflecting on deeply in these
times of change. The essence of
the Ignatian identity, as Linhares
sees it, is what he considers the Jesuit ability to go “from any subject
at all to, ‘what are the deeper implications of this that relate to our
souls, that relate to God?’”
Linhares, as with many others, has high hopes for the future.
“It’s not time for hand-wringing
and pessimism,” Linhares said.
“We’re really optimistic about,
with however many Jesuits we
have, that the Jesuit identity,
the importance of Jesuits as the
members of the community and
the identity of Ignatius and the
unique thing he had that’s animated the schools, that’s not going anywhere.”
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Hockey comes back to take semifinal round, heads to State
(continued from page 1)
as they were backed against a wall.
The “no plan B” mentality worked
in favor of SLUH in a hard-fought
first period that provided ample
chances to put the biscuit in the
basket. But the road to State has
never been easy, and Lindbergh
and their goalie came to play and
would not let the Jr. Bills walk all
over them. The first period ended
scoreless.
In the second period, the Bills
turned up the play. Chase Berger
lit up the net and the SLUH student section with not one, not
even two, but three goals for the
natural hat trick.
Berger’s only comment on
to his twig work was, “They were

getting pretty cocky on Twitter
and other things so we came out
pretty turnt.”
In one period SLUH devastated Lindbergh just as the Flyers
had done the previous night. The
only difference was team play.
“One of the great things
about our team is that we all
know our role and don’t try to do
much,” said senior Peter Hummel.
“We have the goal scorers, the play
makers, the grinders, the defense,
and can’t forget a great goalie.”
In the third period Walters
notched his second goal in two
hours to put SLUH up 4-0 and
force a mini-game as the series
was tied at one game apiece.
photo | Dr. Rick Keubel

Both Lindbergh and SLUH
skated hard and with passion
in the mini-game, yet there was
nothing to show for the hard
play until, with 3:22 left, big bad
CorBergHoff came a-knocking
on Lindbergh’s net. Senior Corey
Quinn swung the puck around
the net to put one in the back
door, sending SLUH nation and
his teammates into an uproar.
“It was such an amazing feeling to put that puck in the net
in the mini-game, but it really
wouldn’t have happened without
Bergs and Hoff; just a classic CorBergHoff goal,” said Quinn of the
game-winning, State-propelling,
goal.
SLUH played heads-up for
the final 3:00. The puck spent
about equal time in each half but
the Jr. Bills never lost sight of their
state berth. The game finished
1-0, SLUH.
Freshman Joe Warnecke said
of his two shutouts against the
Flyers Saturday night, “My mindset going into the game was just to
make the saves I was supposed to
make and maybe one or two that
I wasn’t.”
That mindset was similar
to the entire team’s, but now as
the SLUH varsity hockey team is
State-bound for the second year
in a row, they are ready to skate
at the Scottrade Center for the
rematch they have been working
towards all season.
“Warnecke played unreal, but
the biggest thing is that we aren’t

photo | Dr. Rick Keubel

Fans cheer on the Puckbills as they head to victory against Lindbergh.

done yet,” Berger said. “Getting to
State doesn’t really mean anything
to us, it’s all about winning it. Second isn’t what we have in mind.”
“We delivered in definitely
the most exciting and fun game to
be a part of in my SLUH career. It
truly was a team effort. Every guy
out there played a key role that got
us that W,” Quinn said. “It is great
to celebrate the victory but we are
not done. Still a ton of work ahead
of us in order to hold that hardware Monday night.”
Monday night’s game will be
the game of the year for the Jr.
Bills. They have played CBC twice
in the regular season this year.
In the first matchup between the
teams on Nov. 30, SLUH topped

CBC 2-1. But on Jan. 26, CBC
won 4-1. The stage is set for MidStates Hockey powers to face off
in what will be the game of the
year.
“There’s just a different feeling this year going into Monday’s
game,” said Hummel. “We were
probably too cocky last year and
definitely were going into the
first game against Lindbergh. We
just need to continue this scoring streak, get the crowd behind
us again, and remain confident
in ourselves. At this point it’s just
a matter of who wants it more,
and we’re looking to make some
SLUH history.”

Senior Tommy Croghan fires a shot Saturday vs. Lindbergh.

ICE MADNESS

Jim Keady’s 2004 visit to
SLUH
On Feb 27, 2004, Jim Keady and Leslie Kretzu (who
joined Keady in simulating an
Indonesian factory worker’s
life) visited St. Louis U. High
for the first time and enlightened the SLUH committee on
Nike’s outsourcing underbelly.
SLUH offered Nike the opportunity to debate with Keady
and Kretzu and be represented
in the matter; they declined but
offered to send a presentor any
other day but that of Keady and
Kretzu’s presentation. During
the presentation, Keady criticized SLUH’s willingness to listen to Nike’s take on the issue.
A week later then-Director
of Global Issues Management
for Nike Vada Manager gave a
presentation on the same issue.
Manager explained changes
Nike had made to benefit outsourced workers, such as providing a large number of jobs

in the first place. He also expounded on Keady and Nike’s
relationship, which at that time
“unfortunately did not have an
atmosphere of trust.”
The same week a news
feature detailed corporate
sponsorship in SLUH sports
programs. No SLUH sports
programs at that time had
contracts with any sporting
goods company. In fact, according to athletic director
Dick Whener, they were rare
among high schools. The feature also illustrated some students’ helplessness to respond
to the sweatshop issue, as Keady’s organization does not
recommend the boycotting of
Nike’s products. “You’re going
to write a letter, and what’s that
going to do? It’s just another
letter that they’ll get,” said then
-junior John Warner.

Alex Ciaramitaro		

Brendan Keuss

Justin Lukas			

Michael Daugherty

Quarterfinals
#1

Semifinals

CBC

Challenge Cup Championship
Monday, March 4
Scottrade Center

CBC
#11

Vianney
CBC

#4

Chaminade
Oakville

#5

Oakville

#3

Lindbergh

-compiled by Mitch Mackowiak

“You can tell a lot about a fellow’s character by his way of eating jellybeans.”
-Ronald Reagan
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Racquetball surprises at State, hopes for three-peat at Nationals
BY Thomas
STAFF

Riganti

A

fter their regular season
ended in a disappointing
7-3 record, the St. Louis U. High
racquetball team overcame tough
odds to win its third consecutive
State title on the varsity level, followed by a third and fourth place
finish in the first JV division and a
first and second place finish in the
second JV division.
After a rough season, sophomore Brian Kissel and junior
Drew Ferguson tightened up for
State. Together, the varsity doubles team of Kissel and Ferguson

avenged their final match loss
to Kirkwood by winning in two
games. They then gave the No. 1
seed Parkway West doubles team
a close 14-15, 12-15 match in the
semis, putting them in the third
place game where they lost to
DeSmet.
The reliable sophomore No.
6 seed Kevin Schneier came to
State confident and ready to play.
Schneier closed out a win against
Parkway West in the finals in two
quick games, allowing only twenty points in his two matches.
Junior No. 5 seed Jacob Abrahamian won his first round match
photo | John Kissel

Focusing intently on the ball, senior Alex Reitz winds up for a shot.

against DeSmet and beat Parkway West’s Danny Scanlon in the
finals 15-8, 15-10. Abrahamian
had played two close tiebreaker
matches against Scanlon, so the
two-game win for him was a nice
finish to the season.
Senior No. 4 seed A.J. Cirillo
had a second round scare against
Kirkwood’s Bobby Clodfelter,
but he pulled through in the tiebreaker to enter the finals. After
winning the first game, Cirillo
could not keep his shots out of
center court, setting up his opponent and leading to a third game.
Cirillo got back on track and won
11-2 in the tiebreaker.
Junior No. 3 seed Alex Burbee made it to the finals against a
surprised Rael Deegan from Parkway North Central, who had upset Parkway West’s Eddie O’Neil.
O’Neil’s absence from the finals
helped SLUH edge out Parkway
West in overall points. Burbee
struggled the first part of his game
but pulled it together just in time
to give him a 15-14 win. He then
closed out the victory with a 15-5
second game.
Senior No. 2 seed Lorenzo
Crim faced Parkway West’s Ryan
Schreiber. Crim had struggled
with Schreiber and saw similar
results in the semi-final match
where he lost in two games, Crim
nevertheless managed to take
third place.
Junior No. 1 seed Thomas
Riganti battled a tough Zack
Lazenby from Parkway North
Central, but Lazenby proved too
much for him, dropping Riganti
to the third place match, where he
won in two games.
SLUH narrowly beat Parkway West, who won the doubles
division and got second in the first
and second division, and Parkway
North Central, who won the first
and second division and got second in the third division. After
having only won one tournament
in the season, the State win was a
testament to the players’ determi-

photo | John Kissel

A racquetball player prepares to massacre the ball with a murderous swing.

nation to improve their game.
“It went to what according
I thought it would but it was not
two schools battling it out for first
place,” said Koestner. “There were
three or four schools battling it
out at the seeds.”
In the first JV division, notable wins came at seed 1, where junior Gabe McCullough got third
place, followed by a first place and
third place win at seed 2 from
junior Joel Brumfield and sophomore Andrew Patke, respectively.
Senior Scott Szewczyk lost in the
tiebreaker 6-11 at seed 3, giving
him second place. Sophomore
Mitchell Henning lost a close 8-11
tiebreaker at seed 4 to give him
fourth place. Finally, sophomore
Ike Simmon and freshman John
Correa won the doubles division
to cap off the SLUH wins in the
first JV division. SLUH’s JV 1-1

team finished fourth and their JV
1-2 team finished third.
In the second JV division,
sophomores Michael Warfield
and Connor Buckley battled it out
at seed 1, where Warfield won in a
tiebreaker. Sophomore Ben Buescher took seed 3. Junior Adam
Nestle lost in two games against
sophomore Daniel Byrne at seed
4. Sophomore Andrew Warfield
got second place at seed 5. SLUH’s
JV 2-1 team got first place and
their JV 2-2 team tied for second
place with Parkway West.
“The SLUH program places a
lot of emphasis on beginning players and so as a consequence, we
have a lot of depth,” said Koestner.
“We’re looking for a real strong
showing next year with most of
our players returning.”

Basketball wraps up Claggett’s first year at 15-13 after District loss
BY Brian Dugan
SPORTS EDITOR

I

n a season defined by defying
expectations, the St. Louis U.
High basketball team (15-13, 2-6)
looked to continue its gritty play
deep into the playoffs. Unfortunately for the Jr. Bills, the Ladue
Rams put an end to that dream.
After grinding out a 56-50
victory over Ritenour on Saturday in the first round of Districts,
SLUH couldn’t keep up with Ladue in a 67-51 loss that ended the
season.
Against Ritenour, the Jr. Bills
grabbed early momentum by taking a 16-8 lead after the first quarter. Ritenour managed to keep the
game close the rest of the way, but
a balanced attack kept the Jr. Bills
in charge.
“(In the first quarter) we
had probably our best four- or
five-minute stretch of the whole
season in terms of everybody

touching the ball and making
quality shots,” head coach Erwin
Claggett said. “That kind of really
set the tone for us. Even though it
was a close game throughout, we
kind of continued that offensive
flow and picked it back up for the
fourth quarter.”
Senior forward Zach Greiner
was the only Jr. Bill to score double digits, putting up a team-high
10 points. Juniors Charlie Nester
and David Schmelter and sophomore Hunter Schmidt all chipped
in eight points in SLUH’s most
balanced stat sheet of the year.
“(The balanced attack) kind
of came from the defense Ritenour was playing,” junior forward
Austin Sottile said. “They were
doubling up on random guys, so
it was just whoever was open got
the shot.”
The Jr. Bills also tallied 12 assists as a team, led by freshman
Matt Nester’s four. Charlie Nester

grabbed a team-high nine of 29
total rebounds.
“It was a good win, just a gritty win against a team who didn’t
give up the entire game,” Greiner
said.
On Tuesday night, SLUH
hoped to knock out top-ranked
Ladue at the Rams’ home court.
SLUH nearly forced overtime in a
February matchup at Ladue when
Sottile’s last-second shot bounced
off the rim in a 64-61 loss.
Ladue took immediate control of the game with an 18-5 lead
after one quarter. From there,
SLUH had to play catch-up, and
never managed to cut Ladue’s
lead to fewer than four points. A
combination of foul trouble and
a growing deficit allowed many
subs to see action for the final
time this season in what became
a 67-51 loss.
Ladue forced SLUH to play
a faster pace than usual, allow-

ing for tons of shots; although the
Rams shot only 42.5 percent from
the floor, they made 20 of their 47
shots. They also forced 16 SLUH
turnovers.
“We definitely wanted to slow
them down, but because we got
behind so far, we actually had to
speed the game up to get back in
it,” Claggett said. “The first time
we played them, we were able to
zone them quite a bit. But (the fast
pace) kind of took us out of a zone
(defense) Tuesday.”
The referees called a tight
game, refusing to let a physical
and, at times, chippy game get out
of hand. SLUH’s 25 fouls gave the
Rams 36 free throws, 23 of which
they made. Although no Jr. Bills
fouled out, Sottile, sophomore
forward Hunter Schmidt, and junior guard Chris Booker all were
whistled for four fouls.
“Ladue’s a physical team,
and we like to play physical, too,”

Greiner said. “There were a lot of
touch fouls that started to pile up
quick, and it’s hard to play whenever you’re picking up a lot of
fouls, because then they’re at the
free throw line the entire game.”
The game marked the final
appearance in a SLUH uniform
for Greiner and senior forward
Brendan Bement. Greiner, a
three-year varsity player, was a
starter in each of the past two seasons.
“I wasn’t really prepared to
end the season like that—I was
hoping it’d be a better game to go
out on,” Greiner said. “But after
the game I looked back and realized it’s been a really fun season.
… It was a good year to go out
on.”

10

SPORTS

Prep News
Volume 77, Issue 20

photo | Matt Sciuto

March 1, 2013

C Wrestling tops MCC tournament
BY Charlie
REPORTER

Mueth

F

or the fourth consecutive year,
the C wrestling team (7-4)
won the MCC Conference tournament.
“This group was particularly
fun and willing to put in the work
and focus when they needed to.
They weren’t afraid of guys who
had wrestled many years before
them,” said head coach Tim Curdt
of his team, which this year included over 30 wrestlers.
After starting out the season
with a close loss to Hazelwood
West, the C wrestling team battled
back to defeat CBC and Vianney.
However, the team could not use
this momentum to win its next
two matches.
After Christmas break, the
team wrestled very well. At a com-

petitive Fox Tournament, the Jr.
Bills placed fifth out of 12 teams.
The majority of the schools in this
tournament had kids who had
wrestled prior to high school.
“That was a low point we had
to come back from and build momentum to finish the year strong
on,” said Curdt of a tough loss to
CBC in the Fox tournament in
early January. “I’m glad they responded really well.”
SLUH’s real challenge was
facing teams with wrestlers who
had wrestled before high school.
Most of the public schools that
SLUH matched up against had
experienced wrestlers. Despite
its experience handicap, SLUH
added some key wins against Pattonville, Kirkwood, and Oakville.
“A lot of the guys have never
wrestled before, so, considering

that, we did really well. A few
guys who have never wrestled
before had only one or two losses
the entire year,” said freshman
Justice Binder (8-7).
Despite losing to CBC in the
Fox Tournament, SLUH dominated the MCC and eventually
won the MCC tournament, which
SLUH hosted in the Danis Field
House.
“Especially after a tough
loss, the way they came back and
wrestled so well in that tournament, that was a big highlight,”
said Curdt.
“I expect that a lot of us will
go to State when we are upperclassmen,” said Binder. “With our
team, if we continue to work and
learn, we’ll be able to make a lot
more state qualifications.”

photo | Leo Heinz

A SLUH wrestler grapples for control.

C-White basketball adjusts
to new program, new
teammates
BY Gabe Joy
REPORTER

T

he St. Louis U. High C-White
basketball team has rounded
out the season with a record of
13-6.
After starting the season with
a record of 4-5, including two
tournament loses, the team went
9-1 for the rest of the season. The
team overcame many obstacles to
finish with a winning season.
“Our biggest obstacle was just
the fact that nobody had played

with each other before,” said head
coach Sterling Brown.
Some of team’s highlights of
the season were its late-season
winners and upsetting CBC to get
into the semifinals of the Chaminade tournament, according to
shooting guard John Brinkman.
Some low-points of the team’s
season were their pre-Christmas
losing record and loss to Borgia in
an upset in the championship of
the Chaminade tournament.

A freshman basketball player goes over a Whitfield opponent on the way to the hoop.

photo | Patrick Enderle

C-Blue basketball finishes 11-2
BY Jack Sinay
REPORTER

T

Freshman Daniel Isom pivots before a shot.

he C-Blue basketball team
got off to a roaring start this
season, and they finished the year
with an 11-2 overall record. They
won their first seven league games
and, on top of that, the Webster
Groves pre-season tournament.
“The key victory this year
was playing Ladue in the Webster tournament. We came back
from an 18-point deficit to win
in overtime,” said freshman Chris
Campbell.
David Jackson, on the other
hand, thought it was the Chaminade game at the beginning of
the year that helped motivate the

team for its later successes. And
Joe McMurran instead noted the
DeSmet win early in the team’s
season as the turning point.
McMurran said, “It was coming down to the end. … We kept
working at it and we just kept going and playing to the end. No
one (on the team) tried to take
control of the game.”
They ended up winning by
two, thanks to a last second, buzzer-beater shot.
Trouble struck, however,
when the team lost three, one to
Vianney, then to CBC, and then
against a DeSmet team in the
Oakville tournament. They did,
however, beat the strong DeSmet

team two other times this season, both in league play. The team
went on to finish at the top of the
MCC for the year.
Many of the players attribute
the twin duo of David and Daniel
Jackson as the source of the team’s
dominance. Others also thought
that Joey Mattingly, Paul Henken,
and Daniel Isom were key players
in the locker room. Despite Paul
Henken’s injury earlier in the year,
he managed to battle back and get
a spot in the starting lineup. Many
of the players explained that Isom
led the team through his play,
while Mattingly helped with team
chemistry.

SPORTS

March 1, 2013

Prep News
Volume 77, Issue 20

11

Freshmen help JV basketball past early struggles to finish 13-8
BY Thomas
REPORTER

Williams

T

he St. Louis U. High B-team
Basketbills had a successful season, with their effort and
teamwork leading them to finish
13-8.
A highlight from the season
was the team’s victory in its second game against Vianney, edging the Griffins 45-43. The team
also won its second game against
Chaminade, 25-23.

Unique to this year’s team
were the four freshmen: Tyler
Frederking, Johnathan Morgan,
Brendan Underwood, and Chris
Stahl.
“There was definite progress
in terms of coming together as a
team, I’ve never had that many
freshman. I had four freshman
up, and to bring those guys in
with a bunch of guys they’ve never played with before, I consider
that a success.” said head coach
Kent Kershenski.

Sophomore Brian Smith
thought the team did not get off
to a great start, as the Jr. Bills lost
their first two games of the season: one to McCluer North, 4742, and the other at Chaminade,
42-32.
“Toward the end of the season we really started to come together and we had a successful
end to the season,” said Smith.
But they finished the last half of
season strong, going 9-3 in their
last twelve games.

Smith also acknowledged
that the team progressed and developed over the season.
“I think there was a lot of
growth. Considering we had four
freshmen that came up with us, I
think they really improved over
the course of the season and I
think a lot of the sophomores did
as well. I think we really came together towards the end of the season,” said Smith.
When asked about playing
with sophomores instead of play-

ing with freshmen, Stahl said, “I
didn’t really think about it that
way. Just playing the game of basketball. Whether they’re older
than you or not, it shouldn’t make
a difference as to how you play,
you should be able to play at their
level if you make the team.”
As far as future plans for the
team, Kershenski said, “We’re
moving on to the next step, and
we’re going to have a very extensive off-season. Especially with
the guards in strength training
and skill development.”

JV wrestling overcomes shorthanded squad to find success
BY Michael
REPORTER

T

Daugherty

he JV wrestling team finished
its season last month by taking third place in the MCC Tournament despite having only five
wrestlers, nine short of a complete team. Because of this shortage, the team had to forfeit nine
matches. The team’s relatively
close third place finish, and other
top finishes, shows the individual

talent of junior wrestlers Reid
Gillam, John Putnam, Peter Mungenast, and Patrick Mooney and
sophomores Johnathan Sims and
Joe Spellmeyer.
Injuries at both the varsity
and JV levels left the JV team
shorthanded. Peter Mungenast
spent a month wrestling for varsity, where he replaced injured
junior Joe Reichold. Sophomore
Sigmond Gusdorf broke his wrist

midseason and missed the rest
of the season. These injuries and
others prevented the JV team
from having a complete team of
wrestlers.
Coach Sean O’Brien said that
the JV team’s purpose is to prepare wrestlers for varsity.
“JV is about wrestling as
much as you can and getting as
many matches as you can,” said
O’Brien.

Although the team would of
course like to have a full team, filling the varsity team is its priority.
Despite the less-than-hoped-for
results, O’Brien is proud of the
wrestlers’ individual efforts, especially in the Vianney Tournament,
where the team finished in third.
Other successes this year include the team’s first place finish
at the CBC-Kirkwood tri-meet. In
the Windsor Tournament, seven

of nine wrestlers took first place
in their weight class. The JV team
also wrestled well at the OakvilleEureka tri-meet.
Mungenast said, “Eureka’s
good, but we held our own. It’s
hard to beat them with such a
small team.”

Conversation of the Week: Kesterson calls his first snow day
The PN sat down with Brock Kesterson to discuss his first experience in calling off school due to
snow last Thursday and Friday.

photo | Paul Tahan

Mitch Mackowiak: Why did the call come so late in the day?
Brock Kesterson: Dr. Moran was out of town so the responsibility came to me and so I was
just touching base with a bunch of different sources to make the best decision. The harder
thing about this which might have caused it to last a little bit longer than in the past was, there
wasn’t going to be any (snow) right away. There wasn’t going to be anything on the commute
most likely according to the weather reports so the thing became, ’When is it going to come
and is it worth getting students, faculty, and staff here?’, and then having to make a decision,
‘Do we go to the end of the day or let them out early?’ so it’s balancing all those things out.
When we wake up in the morning it’s going to look like, ‘Why did they call this, there’s nothing going on,’ but it was inevitable that it was going to come.
MM: Why did you call off school on Friday?
BK: Friday was a little bit harder because I think the roads were better than they were on
Thursday but the thought process there was that there were a whole lot of schools were calling
off, and I think we might have been able to do a late start but we had a half day so having a late
start with a half day didn’t seem to make sense, it wasn’t worth it. That is something I like to
keep in mind. You know I don’t want to put you guys in harm’s way. And ultimately the goal is
safety, too, and that’s something I always have to keep in mind. A lot of you guys are first year
drivers and I don’t want to put you in harm’s way so sometimes I think it’s best to err on the
side of caution.
MM: Do you think Dr. Moran would have made the same decisions?
BK: I think he probably would have done the same.
MM: How did you spend the snow days?
BK: I have four kids all under the age of seven, so I spent it trying to maintain some sense of
sanity in the midst of all my kids’ pent up energy. We did actually get to go out and do a little
sledding. It was a nice time to spend with the fam.
photo | Jake Henty
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Sit on the ice, competing at 21 mph on skates
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Hilmes

A

s March begins, the Hockeybills
won’t be the only St. Louis U.
High students shredding out on the
ice. Junior Michael Sit will be skating at the Lindenwood Ice Arena this
Saturday in the Missouri Speedskating
State Championship.
Sit competes in short-track speed
skating, which includes distances of
1500 meters, 1000 meters, and 500
meters. In 500-meter races, Sit can
reach speeds up to 21 mph.
After placing second in last year’s
State competition, Sit hopes to take
the State title this year and go on to
Nationals in the end of March
“In these past few weeks, I’ve really picked up on my training,” said
Sit. “All the competitions I’ve competed in, the past three at least, I’ve won
first out of a group of five guys that are
around my speed and my age.”
Sit has been skating since the age
of six and has been getting more serious in the past two years.
“I remember him coming out and
wanting to learn, and he really took to
the ice naturally,” said Secretary of the
Missouri Speedskating Association
(MOSA) Russ Owen. “His best attributes are that he observes and listens
and is able to put that into practice.”
Owen is one of Sit’s three coaches, along with MOSA Vice President
Scott Schuyler and board member
drawing | Gabe Newsham
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Friday, March 1
7pm
		
Lunch Special
Healthy		

Mass Schedule
Mission Week Mixer
V Basketball District Championship
Mostaccioli
Popcorn Shrimp

Saturday, March 2
6pm

Mother-Son Trivia

Sunday, March 3
12pm

Junior Michael Sit (left) and his mother skate around a turn.

Lacy Goodwin.
Since 1968, Missouri has been
sending speed skaters to the Winter
Olympics, and recently had two gold
medalists. Sit says that if he continues
to do well, he would pursue the Olympics.
“He’s skating the best I’ve seen
this year,” said Owen. “I’d say he’s the
top male speed skater living in Missouri right now.”
However, Sit’s commitment is frequently tested by his roles on SLUH’s
cross country and track teams.
“My coach is always yelling at me
because I always do other things other
than speed skating,” said Sit. “So he
thinks that if I focus in only on speed
skating, I’ll have more sleep time, and
I’ll also be able to get stronger.”
In the upcoming track season, Sit
will compete in pole vault.
“It starts helping, because it helps
build core and when you’re down in
the basic position for speed skating,
you have to arch your back and tuck
your hips underneath your torso, and
your core is very important for that, to
help relieve the strain on your legs and
thighs,” said Sit.
As Sit enters the most intense
period of his speed skating career, he

must also consider his involvement
with the sport in college.
“He’ll need to get into both an
academic environment program and
a program with skaters on the same
level as him or better than him,” said
Owen.
At the moment, Sit seems to be
on the road to victory. He currently
trains three days a week on the ice and
on other days trains at home with a
stationary bike.
Owen says that throughout the
season, Sit has been bringing times
down and consistently improving.
In October, Sit placed third and fifth
in two Illinois competitions and was
going up against skaters who train
in Olympic training centers. Sit has
placed first in two other competitions
in January and February, winning every event in February.
“I think that my coach Russ Owen
and my other coach Scott Schuyler,
they’ve been really kind of pushing me
along, same with my coach Ms. Goodwin, and also the people in speed skating keep me motivated to keep coming to practice, because they’re fun,”
said Sit.
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Monday, March 4

Schedule R
AP
Missouri University of Science & Technology—
M112
6pm
Wrestling Banquet
7pm
Mission Appalachia Meeting
8pm
V Hockey Challenge Cup Final @ Scottrade
Center
Lunch Special
Tony’s Pizza
Healthy		
Riblet

Tuesday, March 5
6pm
Lunch Special
Healthy		

Schedule R

Sustainability Meeting
Gerber Sandwich
BBQ Burger

Wednesday, March 6

Schedule R
AP
University of Missouri-Columbia—
		M112
4pm
Ignatian Evening and Dinner
7:30pm
Choral Concert
Lunch Special
Taco Salad
Healthy		
Baked Meatloaf

Thursday, March 7

Schedule R

All Day Choral Clinic
11am Mix-it-Up Lunch
6pm
Water Polo Blue/White Dinner
Lunch Special
Papa John’s
Healthy		
Reuben Sandwich
		

Friday, March 8

Schedule R
University of Dallas—M112
University of Missouri-St. Louis—M114
Lunch Special
Cheese Quesadilla
Healthy		
Pasta Con Broccoli
AP

calendar | Jack Kiehl

Corrections
In Issue 18, in a Prep News article
about Brigadoon the following errors were made:
Fiona was played by Lily Karrer,
not Lily Carr
Brigadoon falls asleep for 100
years, not 1 year

