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Lordo’s touch: at long last, SLUH captures Challenge Cup state title
photo | Dr. Rick Kuebel

First State win
in program’s
42 years
BY Nick Kimble
REPORTER

M

onday, March 4, 2013 will
go down in the Saint Louis
U. High history books: SLUH
won its first ever State title in ice
hockey with a 2-1 overtime victory over Midstates hockey power
and archrival, CBC.
“I told everyone before we
went out that we have to do this
for the alumni who never had the
chance or never got to, and for the
fans. We owed it to all of them,”
said senior captain Cole Tarlas.
“My goal coming in was to
make sure this group won the
State championship, and fortunately we accomplished our goal,”
said head coach Kevin Fitzpatrick.
As the SLUH team (25-4-1)
continued on page 6

Senior Nick Walters celebrates after his second period goal that put SLUH up 1-0.

Nike at SLUH

Racquetball nets nationals
Third time in a
row, the best
in the nation

Coaches say pervasive market presence makes
sweatshop-made products hard to shake
BY Sam
STAFF

Fentress

L

ast week’s presentation by
social justice advocate Jim
Keady sparked heavy discussion
about labor issues at St. Louis U.
High. The discussion is especially
relevant within SLUH’s athletic
department, where orders for apparel made overseas are placed on
a regular basis.
Athletic
Director
Dick
Wehner and varsity head coaches
noted that fair trade sportswear
isn’t readily available.
“You can’t hardly buy anything that’s not (made in sweatshops), that’s the sad part about
it,” said head football coach Gary
Kornfeld, who said he had never
encountered a fair trade option
when choosing team apparel.
This past year, SLUH’s basketball team wore Nike apparel,
the football program used Russell
Athletic apparel, and the soccer
teams went with mainly Adidas
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products—none of which were
fair trade options.
Head basketball coach Erwin
Claggett expressed exasperation
over the lack of fair trade options.
“I think as far as sweatshops
and exploitation, almost every
sporting good or name brand that
you have kind of has some level of
that going on,” said Claggett.
Aside from the issue of fair
trade, each coach provided different reasons for ordering the brand
that they do.
“I usually get what I think
looks good,” said head soccer
coach Charlie Martel. “Should we
be coming together as a school
and looking at this in terms of
how the athletic department (orders), and what we buy? I would
be more than willing to do something like that.”
The basketball team’s use of
Nike products more recently was
based almost completely on pricing.
News

“When we got Nike—we
went through Russell, and everything else just as far as the product and what we were looking
for—even the price is cheaper
than it used to be, and the quality
is so good,” said Claggett. “That’s
basically how we went about our
business.”
Athletic
Director
Dick
Wehner said that at one time the
school used no Nike products and
solely used Champion sportswear.
During his presentation,
Keady advised against boycotting Nike, but suggested during a
Q&A session that students cover
up logos on clothing to prevent
outward promotion of non-fair
trade products as an alternative.
Kornfeld is skeptical as to the effectiveness of that strategy.
“I think there’s better ways of
helping (promote fair trade practices) than covering up the logo,”
said Kornfeld. “I think the more
continued on page 4
News
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BY Thomas
STAFF

Riganti

W

e don’t rebuild, we just
reload,” said racquetball
coach Doc Koestner. The team
stayed true to Koestner’s words

Tech Survey, Redux A Spoonful of Sugar
The Prep News re- Brandon Bieber, ’03, leaves Mary Poppins
visits a survey from after its six-year Broadway run.
two years ago on Page 4
technology at SLUH News
to see how views Green Thoughts from the Emerald City
have changed. To Seattle Prep senior Andrew Hermann
the left, sampled spoke to Sustainability Committee, Pax
students narrowly Christi and STUCO about his school’s fair
favored eBooks over trade buying policy. Page 2
textbooks. Page 8

and won its third consecutive
National boys’ title on Sunday,
narrowly beating hometown rival Parkway West High School
and Oregon rival Sprague High
School.
Three hundred seventy-six
players, representing 47 schools
across nine states, competed in
a grueling five-day tournament
in St. Louis at Vetta Sports Concord and the Missouri Athletic
Club. The tournament consists
of six singles divisions with the
first seed in the first division and
all other JV players in the sixth
division, as well as three doubles
divisions, with the first doubles
in the first division and the rest
of the teams in the third division.
Wins in each division earnpoints
for the team, with the upper dicontinued on page 11

Opinion

Culture shock
Senior Nick Granberry deals with the segregated culture of St. Louis and the racism
that accompanies it. Page 3
Letter: Responses to Keady
Zach Morley and Danny Schneller weigh
in on Jim Keady’s Mission Week presentation. Page 3
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Pax Christi, Sustainabills discuss fair trade in wake of Keady
BY Leo Heinz
REPORTER

F

air trade activist Jim Keady’s
Mission Week presentation
has stirred discussion within the
St. Louis U. High community,
especially regarding the school’s
purchasing practices.
Notably, there have been two
multiple-club discussions on the
subject in the past week, one last
Thursday, Feb. 28, and a second
meeting on Monday. Members of
Pax Christi, STUCO, and the Sustainability Committee attended
both meetings. The purpose was
to share and discuss ideas on how
to improve fair trade awareness
and buying procedures at SLUH.
The first meeting featured
a high school senior named Andrew Hermann, who spoke about
incorporating fair trade practices
at his own high school. Hermann
is currently a senior at Seattle
Prep, a Jesuit high school in Seattle. Hermann was a student speaker at the Ignatian Family Teach-In
for Justice last November, which
eleven Pax Christi members and
four teachers attended.
English teacher David Callon
attended the Teach-In and spoke
with Hermann there. Callon
stayed in touch with Hermann
and received an email from him
when he was in St. Louis interviewing at SLU for a scholarship.
Callon then invited him to attend

the already-planned joint meeting.
Hermann spoke about his
crusade for a school-wide fair
trade policy at Seattle Prep. After going on a service trip to the
Dominican Republic several years
ago and seeing the working and
living conditions of sweatshop
workers, Hermann worked to put
in place a policy that prohibited
purchasing apparel from companies that used sweatshops.
Last November, the president and principal of Seattle Prep
signed the agreement. The school
published a list of companies from
which different school groups and
organizations can buy apparel.
The list included all sweatshopfree and fair trade companies,
most of which are made in the
United States.
After Hermann finished
describing his own successful
efforts, the discussion quickly
turned to what has or has not
been done at SLUH. It was quickly
suggested that SLUH needs a policy similar to the one instituted at
Seattle Prep.
“My fear is (that) without a
comprehensive policy, it’s a constant effort to keep the culture
connected to the values that we’re
promoting (as a Jesuit institution),” Callon said. “So that for a
year, all the vested interests will be
on board. And then, what if there’s
a new principal? What if the foot-

ACES retreat

The Association for Cultural Enrichment at SLUH is sponsoring a
retreat on April 2 and 3. The Philia Retreat, named for the Greek
word for love or friendly affection, will give students the chance to
reflect on their own stories and to consider issues of diversity from a
spiritual standpoint. The retreat will take place at the Pallottine Renewal Center. The retreat will begin after school on Tuesday, April 2
and conclude by around 4 p.m. on Wednesday, April 3. All students
who are interested are invited to attend.
Interested students should contact Mr. Kovarik.

Cashbah goes online
photo | Joe Kreienkamp

The Cashbah committee will begin auctioning items online. On
March 15 through March 22, bidders may visit biddingforgood.com/
cashbah to choose from a selection of eight items. The items range
from the Jeep that is parked outside the Danis Field House to the football signed by Heisman winner Johnny Manziel.

Paint it Pink

photo | Leo Heinz

The Feb. 15 Coaches vs. Cancer Paint It Pink game raised a
total of $4,700 to be donated to the American Cancer Society.
SLUH defeated CBC 56-48 in the Jr. Bills’ first victory over
CBC in six years. Athletic Director Dick Wehner attributed
the success to the SLUH mothers who worked on the event.

ball coach changes? Those people
never heard Jim Keady and have
no context for understanding our
initiatives. So without a coherent
institutional policy that comes
through one kind of funnel point
and back to everybody, there’s no
way to have a long term consistent
emphasis on the mission for the
values.”
Junior Gabe Miller said of
Thursday’s meeting, “I enjoyed
the meeting, but I wish (that) we
had more time to talk to Andrew.
I think we can see the impact one
person can make on a community. This one high school senior has
made a difference at Seattle Prep. I
think we should work to institute
a policy like that at SLUH. I think
our Jesuit morals call for it.”
The administration made it
clear at a joint Pax Christi, STUCO, and Sustainability Committee meeting in December that
they want to see a survey gauging
school-wide commitment to purchasing fair trade products. Members of Pax Christi have been
working on a community-wide
survey on just that. A rough draft
of that survey was presented at
Monday’s meeting, where members of the three groups added
input. They hope to finalize and
distribute the survey soon after
spring break.
“My sense is that the administration is supportive, but I also
don’t get the sense that the ad-

ministration is willing to dictate
something,” Pax Christi moderator Rob Garavaglia said. “They
want to see that this is really a
kind of grassroots movement
coming from the students. They
want to see that there’s a commitment to this. I don’t see them
feeling comfortable to dictate a
change of policy.”
“I think that STUCO knows
that there is an apparel policy, a
sustainability policy; they know
that this is coming,” STUCO
moderator Lauren Dickens said.
“There’s going to be a learning
curve and it’s going to challenge
our culture and that impatience
that we have with things. I think
that’s not a bad thing.”
“I think the cost would be the
biggest challenge,” said Dickens.
The next-biggest challenge, Dickens believed, will be that within
SLUH and STUCO, “there’s an expectation that there’s going to be
quick turnaround on everything.”
STUCO has already begun
ordering sweatshop-free and fair
trade apparel. STUCO bought
American Apparel T-shirts for
Mission Week, and Dickens said
that they were really impressed
with the quality of the shirts.
Garavaglia has enjoyed the
coming together of these groups.
He said, “Well, I mean, I think
it’s exciting to collaborate together, STUCO, Sustainability, Pax
Christi. What I really enjoy about

the process is that you have these
groups working together on really
important issues.”
Lodholz said, “I think there’s
a lot of excitement about this issue. I think there’s a lot of energy.
This is the perfect time to continue those conversations (of Mission Week.) I hope that that can
happen.”
“I think we’re at the beginning. It takes a long time to
change the culture of a school,
which is part of a society,” Garavaglia said. “I think we’re taking our
first step. Jim Keady visited SLUH
over eight years ago and I think
a lot of people were touched and
impacted then. Some of the practices have changed since then, but
for the most part, we’re still at the
same place we were.”
Garavaglia believes that Keady challenged the entire SLUH
community. “To change the way
we live is a huge challenge,” Garavaglia explained. “I think that
most people in the building are
convinced that (Keady) has a
compelling argument. You could
go as far as to say that he’s really
put out this pretty clear moral
challenge. Now, how do I as an
individual, how do we as a school
change the way we live? That’s a
whole other challenge.”

Three to cover band classes
BY Jack
STAFF

Kiehl
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T

hree new teachers will cover
the six second-semester band
classes.
Covering the zero hour jazz
II class, zero hour combo, and lab
band is Cody Henry, who works
as a freelance musician
Henry grew up in a small
town in Ware, Mo., where he attended high school in the Grandview RII School District, a school
with a weaker music program,
though it worked for his advantage.
“Being one of the only trombone players in the program I
was able to get other opportunities that I wouldn’t have gotten
if I’d gone to a large school,” said
Henry.
Henry then attended Southern Illinois University Edwardsville (SIUE) where he got his masters degree in jazz performance.
Before coming to SLUH,
Henry had played around St.
Louis in multiple groups. He also
worked for an organization called
Jazz St. Louis along with several
SLUH students, including junior
Gabe Miller. Henry currently
plays in the group Wally’s Warehouse Waves, which plays traditional jazz.
Henry has also spent time
teaching, writing, and arranging
music for ensembles, including
for chorus teacher Joe Koestner.
Taking over the second semester freshman band is Fine Arts
teacher Tim Moore. Originally a
music major before switching to
theatre, he grew up in a musical
household with his two siblings
majoring in music. Moore plays
guitar, drums, and the mandolin and currently plays in the
bluegrass group The Red-Haired

Cody Henry

Joe Paule

Boys. When SLUH was in need
of another band teacher, Moore
stepped up to take the class.
“Whenever I saw they needed help, I steeped in to help out,”
said Moore.
The third teacher is Joe Paule,
who will be teaching the symphonic and concert band classes.
Paule retired last spring from the

Ferguson-Florissant school district after 19 years. Paule has a degree in Music Edication from the
University of Missouri-St. Louis.
Besides taking over the two band
classes, Paule is also working to
establish a band program at St.
Justin Martyr.

Tim Moore

photo | courtesy Dr. John Moran
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Perspective
Notebook
Race at SLUH: room to hurt, room to grow Going off the grid
BY

I

Nick Granberry

was born and raised in Ferguson, Mo., and before I came
to SLUH, North County was all
I knew. Of course I visited other
parts of St. Louis when I went
out to eat and went to malls,
but I never truly interacted with
people there or really knew anyone that lived outside of North
County. 		
The city of Ferguson is a pretty diverse neighborhood. It has black people and
white people, people who are well
off and people who are struggling.

In old Ferguson, there are historic
homes that are worth well into
six figures, but around the corner
from those homes you see houses
that are barely worth four figures.
But Ferguson is also close
to neighborhoods that are very
poor and infested with gangs
and crime. When I was in middle
school, I realized this when I was
walking away from my friend’s
house and I got mugged. At that
moment it hit me that not all areas around me are as safe as my
neighborhood is. I got accusphoto | Prince Yakubu

On Tuesday, representatives from CBC, De Smet, Incarnate Word,
Ursuline, Rosati-Kain, Visitation, and SLUH met in the chapel for the
annual Harmony Project. The event took place from 9:00 to noon, but
started a little late due to slick roads.
The Harmony Project brings together a variety of students to
talk about diversity. But instead of the usual Harmony Mass, this year,
John Lan Tran, S.J., turned the mass into a prayer service to make it
more flexible, include more student involvement, and accommodate
non-Catholics. There were a series of readings, prayers, and songs,
and a talk from social studies teacher Bill Brown. Four students gave
reflections on personal stories connected to the year’s theme, “Strength
to Act.”
The group of about 85 then migrated to the Si Commons,
where discussions continued and senior Nick Granberry spoke, after
which small and large group discussions took place. The group also
watched part of the documentary series Eyes on the Prize, featuring
Martin Luther King, and discussed the film. Lunch concluded the day.

tomed to being aware of my environment whenever I was outside
playing with my friends. Learning this was a part of growing up
for me.
In the first half of the twentieth century, journalist Eddie Silva
notes, “the African American
population of St. Louis grew by
an astounding 234 percent,” and
St. Louis emerged as “one of the
most segregated cities in America.” St. Louis is still today racially
segregated, with most of its African Americans living in north St.
Louis and north St. Louis County.
Segregation was the result of
specific actions by white St. Louisans—from ordinances passed
by voters, to restrictive covenants
that restricted homes from being
sold to African Americans, to policies that kept African Americans
from getting mortgages, to steering by real estate agents, and even
to violence to intimidate African
Americans from venturing outside of their restricted areas.
Today, I feel like one reason
St. Louis is still segregated is that
many African Americans live in
one area, have lived there their
whole lives, and don’t feel comfortable living in any other area
in St. Louis. Similarly, many white
people still don’t feel comfortable
living in areas where black people
live.
I encountered this racial discomfort when I started attending
SLUH, a school whose student
body is mostly white. Growing
up, there were a few white kids at
the schools I attended, but there
wasn’t any racial tension between
the blacks and the whites because
the white kids were used to us and
we all interacted with each other.
When I first started attending
SLUH, however, I was shocked
at the racially awkward kids
that were now my classmates. I
couldn’t believe the ways my
classmates viewed blacks and
continued on page 8

BY Mitch Mackowiak
WEB EDITOR

M

onday morning: I check the
time on my phone, switch
it off, and entomb it in the center
console of my car. It’s not coming
out for a week.
There used to be an American Literature extra credit opportunity in the spirit of Emerson’s
“Self-Reliance.” A student could
relinquish his phone and get
points proportional to the length
of his fast. Sounded like a challenge.
A few disclaimers: I don’t
own a smartphone, nor carry my
phone during school. I imagine
someone with those things would
have a bigger shock. And keeping my phone in the car is cheating a little because I would most
certainly use it in the improbable
event the car breaks down.
I anticipated a weight off my
shoulders (waist, rather), and that
came true. I enjoyed not having to
handle my phone, to slip it in and
out of my pocket and push the
buttons. It’s a little thing, but has
alleviated some worry. One less
thing to monitor is simpler, better.
I’ve noticed that I use my
phone primarily as a clock. Every
time I wanted to know the time
my hand reflexively dropped and
tried to tickle the now-absent
metallic lump in my pocket like
a cowboy fingering his gun in a
standoff. This reminded me of the
retreats I’ve attended. Through
strict no-phone policy I never
knew the time, and that contributed to the paradisiacal flow of
the retreat. Now I’m rediscovering a bit of that flow in the real
world. So count that habit off.
I didn’t immediately notice
the lack of text messages, but once
I did I enjoyed it. I like communicating with my friends and family, but the text message itself is an
interruption. I may be puzzling

3

out a particularly tricky Latin
passage, my phone buzzes, and
I immediately attend to it (that’s
another habit). And without texts,
my day feels more whole, without
these little punctuated trips into
the cybersphere. I mean, having a
phone is like being telepathically
linked to all your contacts. When
you engage in a textual or vocal
conversation with one of them,
you are pulling attention out of
your present location and siphoning it to a weird in-between space.
Yesterday at one point I was
sitting around after school and
everyone around me was occupied with something, and I had
this urge to enter that in-between
space and text someone. But I obviously couldn’t. I was trapped in
the present moment. But that isn’t
bad. Pulling into that in-between
space can be an excuse for ignoring your immediate physical surroundings, which doesn’t seem all
too wise. It returns to the retreat.
Part of the allure is that you’re
forced to be mindful of where you
are all the time.
The flip side is, I’m only in
contact with my friends and family when with them, and they
must find me to talk to me, and
vice versa. Which isn’t as bad as
I thought. Some texts are better
not sent, as there is more room
for miscommunication. And the
effort it takes to find someone
draws a more exclusive line between whether what’s being said
is important or not.
Even though my week isn’t
up, I’ve realized that my phone is
almost unnecessary, or I’ve been
using it in unnecessary ways. Cellular technology has snuck some
of its insidious tentacles into my
life, and starving them has shriveled them up and out. Hopefully I
can keep them out.

Letter
Keady’s message worth our attention

Letter
Beware of Keady’s message

To the Editors:

To the Editors:

Reflecting on Mr. Keady’s presentation over the last week and
a half, I’ve found myself frustrated with a few reactions that
I’ve heard from members of the
SLUH community, specifically
the lingering idea that shoe prices
will double if wages do, the notion
that Jim Keady is some sort of socialist/communist revolutionary,
and the idea that the only thing
that Nike could cut to improve
wages is profits. Jim Keady had an
amazing story to tell and had obviously put a lot of time into making sure that he was on the right
side of the issue. Doesn’t this man,
who has dedicated his life, giving
up a promising soccer career, to
such a noble cause at least deserve
a fair consideration?
According to a study carried
out by the University of Michigan,
Nike spends an average of about
$2.75 on labor costs for the average shoe. So, the idea that dou-

bling or even tripling the wages
paid to the workers in Nike’s factories could come anywhere near
doubling the price of shoes is
completely ridiculous. According
to the same survey, Nike spends
about $20 to produce a $70 shoe.
They typically sell these shoes to
retailers to make a profit somewhere between $6.25 and $10 per
shoe. So technically, they could
double their workers’ wages and
still make a profit, but even if they
kept the same profit, our shoe
prices would only go up by $2.75.
When you’re paying for shoes that
could cost anywhere from $70 to
$200, would paying an extra three
dollars to help drastically improve
someone else’s life be that big of
an issue?
Another protest I’ve been
hearing against Keady is that
he’s pushing some sort of socialist and/or communist agenda. I
came away from the presentation
with the idea that Keady wanted
us to boycott Nike. One of the best

parts of capitalism is that we have
the freedom to decide whether or
not we patronize an institution.
Keady’s message only works in a
capitalist system.
Finally, I’m tired of hearing the, “Well, Nike has to make
a profit or they can’t make shoes
at all” response. Yes, they do need
to make a profit off of their shoes.
I agree with that. However, according to Wikinvest, an investment wiki sponsored largely by ETrade, Nike spent $2.35 billion in
advertising in 2009, the last year
with completely available data. If
they cut five percent of this astronomical budget, they would have
$117 million a year which could
be spent on improving factory
conditions, giving higher wages
to workers, or even funding community development programs
around their factories. $2.35 billion is an enormous amount of
money for any company to spend
on advertising, and it has likely
continued on page 8

Behind the charisma, pop music,
and emotionally driven enthusiasm there was an elusive side
to the ideas of Team Sweat’s Jim
Keady last Monday. Though the
presentation seemed relatively
innocent—a small organization
working against the inhumane
treatment of workers in Southeast
Asia and other third world countries by exposing their cruel treatment, the message he spoke of in
the chapel during a Q & A afterwards was, as I see it, too radical
and subversive to Christian morality.
Having inquired him about
his views on liberation theology,
which he said he supported at the
end of his presentation, Keady
told me (amongst a wholesome
crowd) liberation theology has
had an enormous impact on his
worldview. In the words of Keady:
“It is where Christianity and communism meet.” Anyone who has

read the words of Pope John Paul
II say that our late pope spent a
great deal speaking out against
the many practices of liberation
theology.
To better explain his worldview concerning liberation theology’s definition of “charity” and
helping the poor (at least as he
saw it) he used an analogy concerning the justification of taking an apple from a man selling
apples who refuses to give it to a
diabetic man suffering from low
blood sugar. He went as far to say
he’d punch the seller in the face.
His argument: Involuntarily taking the apple is not theft. For a
while he persistently talked about
these fundamental views, along
with similar solutions as mentioned above.
During his presentation he
encouraged students to friend
him on his Facebook page so they
could get information on his organization. On this page he has a
continued on page 8
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Bieber, ‘03, says goodbye to Mary Poppins as it closes on Broadway
BY Jack
STAFF
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Kiehl
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J.R. Strzelec and Brandon Bieber in the studio production of Filthy Rich.

theatre was his goal.
After finding his footing on
Broadway and working on Mary
Poppins for two and a half years,
Bieber left his first Broadway
show to join the casts of Stephen
Sondheim’s Follies as well as the
2011 revival of Anything Goes
starring Sutton Foster. After Anything Goes closed on Broadway,
Bieber was called back for the fall
to rejoin the cast of Mary Poppins
for the final few months of its run
“It was nice to come back
to the show and close it out because it was my Broadway debut
and it meant a lot,” said Bieber. “I
wouldn’t have done the other two
Broadway shows if I hadn’t done
this one. It was definitely my foot
in the door.”
With Mary Poppins closing,
for the first time in years, Bieber
will not be working on a show. At
the moment, besides a concert at
Carnegie Hall in April, Bieber is
unsure of what is next for him,
though he’ll welcome a break

from hours of rehersals.
“It’ll be really bittersweet. It’s
very hard to do having done other
shows and coming back to this.
This (show) is really the hardest.
It’s grueling and taxing on your
body and your voice. There will
be a bit of relief but it will also be
a big shame,” said Bieber.
He does have roles that he
hopes to one day have the chance
to play including Floyd Collins in
Floyd Collins and Bobby Child in
Crazy For You.
While some are saying goodbye to Mary Poppins for the first
time, Bieber will be saying his second farewell to the show, though
he believes that this time it will be
different.
“When I left the last time,
I thought I was saying goodbye
to it,” said Bieber. “The sadness
comes (now) because the show
will be over and no one will ever
get to see this huge, expensive,
beautiful show again.”

As crowd thins from 126 to 12, Newsham, Krausz move on to finals
BY Adam Thorp
NEWS EDITOR

T

wo St. Louis U. High students have advanced in the
St. Louis Teen Talent competition
after the 126 acts that entered the
preliminary round of the competition were cut down to the 12
students who will compete in the
finals.
Juniors Gabe Newsham and
Sam Krausz will perform in the
finals in front of what is anticipated to be a packed crowd at the
Fox Theater. The competition will
also be broadcast on Channel 9.
To reach the finals, Newsham and
Krausz first survived a preliminary round that reduced 126 acts
to 38.
Junior Gabe Newsham heard
about the contest from his piano
teacher. He initially planned a
more conventional performance;
a careful look at his competition
made him look for another option.
“I was originally entering for
classical piano and then I thought,
‘Hey, there is probably some other
kid in St. Louis who can play piano better than me, but … it’s likely
there are none who can whistle
better,” said Newsham.
Newsham plays piano and
whistles a short rendition of the
song “La Vie En Rose,” a signature
piece of French singer Edith Piaf.
Krausz plays the piano and sings a
medley of Billy Joel songs that he

arranged himself.
After each round, the judges
provided a private critique. Newsham’s whistling required some
improvisation on the judges’ part,
as he is only whistler to compete
in the competition in its threeyear history.
“It was interesting. The only
way I think they could critique it
was by treating it as singing, so it
was essentially the advice you’d
give a singer,” said Newsham.
Both Krausz and Newsham
were impressed by the performances they saw in the semifinals, and noted that many impressive acts did not advance to
the Finals round, including junior Kevin Harris’s rendition of
“Dream Girls.”
“I saw a few acts in the semifinals, and it’s just amazing how
cutthroat competitive these other
categories were,” said Newsham.
“I almost feel guilty, making it to
the finals … These other people
are like opera singers or professional cellists or incredible dancers and they’ve been forcing
themselves to practice this for
years and years, and (whistling) is
just something I do to pass time
waiting for my mom to pick me
up.”
“I honestly did not think I
was in the top 12 (in the semifinal competition) … There were a
lot of really talented performers,”
said Krausz.

Newsham learned he had
made the cut for the final competition at work the evening after he
had put on his performance in the
semifinals.
“I normally don’t react too
broadly to good or bad news, but
I was really happy. I just thought
‘Great, now I’m going to be on
stage at the Fox and I’m going to
be on T.V. And who knows, maybe I’ll end up doing whistling for
commercials,” said Newsham.
Krausz learned he had advanced while at dinner.
“I was really happy. I immediately called my aunt and my
grandma and texted a whole lot
of people. Even more so because
I saw two SLUH people and three
people in my vocal studio (also
made the cut),” said Krausz.
The 12 acts will be competing for a variety of scholarships,
including thousands of dollars for
the first, second and third place
and an “I Award” for “the most
imaginative, inspired, inspiring
and inventive act.”
“I mean, it’s cool to think I’m
at least in the running for some
of these scholarships but I also
realize they probably won’t give
$7,000 to a great whistler over an
incredible singer or an incredible
dance crew. I think a lot of what
helped me get to the finals is they
want to put on a good show, and
I add variety to that,” said Newsham. “I don’t know, it’s been com-

pletely new judges for each round
of competition so maybe my
novelty will help me once again.
I mean, a juggler won third place
once so I can hope for that.”
As the show moves into its
final stage, Krausz anticipates a
shift in focus from competition to
cooperation.
“Now we’re all supposed to

work together to put on a great
show. As far as we’re concerned
we’re all winners because we get to
perform at the Fox,” said Krausz
Tickets to the show will be
inexpensive to purchase online or
by phone, and will be free at the
box office. Tickets went on sale
March 1. The Finals competition
will be on April 12.

Nike at SLUH
(continued from page 1)
concrete ones that he gave—with
the emailing the people of Nike—
are probably going to go further
than covering up the logo.”
Martel, a theology teacher,
was careful to note that in addition to price and styles factors
there’s certainly an ethical aspect
to the issue.
“Obviously, this is a greater
good, it’s a question of justice,”
said Martel. “I don’t know how
responsible we are for (non-fair
trade practices). But I really do
think we need to take a look at
this and see how we can possibly
find a solution, because I think it’s
a huge issue, and it’s a question of
social justice that needs to be considered by the school.”
Coaches are apprehensive
about making the jump to fair
trade in the near future based on
the limited practicality of such a
move.

“I’ve already placed my order
for next year,” said Kornfeld, “but
the two guys that I deal with, I’ll
ask both of them, because they’re
probably more in tune with
knowing” if fair trade items are
available.
All three coaches are also
hopeful, however, for the role
that fair trade may play in future
SLUH sportswear.
“By raising that awareness,
maybe Nike can change some
things about how they go about
doing their business, as far as
with their workers,” said Claggett.
“That’s the general, rational kind
of complaint about the company.
Hopefully it’ll be something that
can be fixed.”
Sports Editors Brian Dugan and
Clark DeWoskin contributed reporting to this article.
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Personal technology for everyone?
BY Joe Kreienkamp
CORE STAFF

I

n issue 28 of volume 75 of the
Prep News, the Prep News conducted a survey about the possibility of adding a personal technology device for every student
at Saint Louis University High
School. Over the past few weeks,
about two years after the survey,
the Prep News revisited students’
opinions of the current technology at SLUH through a similar
survey, looking for changes in
opinions about technology.
In the most recent survey,
results showed a higher pull from
upperclassmen for technology
from past years, while the number
of freshmen and sophomores who
favored technology decreased

from the prior survey.
In the 2011 survey, 85 percent of freshmen supported the
possibility of bringing technology to SLUH, though support for
technology decreased through the
four levels of classes and only 25
percent of the seniors (Class of
2011) supported the idea.
The current Prep News survey asked questions about whether one-to-one technology should
be implemented and the form the
technology should take. Students
could choose which form of technology they would like to see if
the one-to-one technology idea
was adopted at SLUH.
Currently, all books at SLUH
are in the textbook format. On the
back of the survey, students were
asked whether they would like
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eBooks or whether they wanted to
keep using traditional paper textbooks. Students were also asked
about technology currently in
place at SLUH and rated the situations based on their experiences.
In the coming weeks, the
Prep News will review the data
from the responses with faculty
and students and obtain opinions
from people on both sides of the
issues. The Prep News will discuss
the possible effects of switching
over to one-to-one technology
with teachers of different departments, and the Prep News also
will seek to interview students
about the pros and cons of oneto-one technology if a technology
mandate would go into effect at
SLUH.

Graphics
Explanation

The Prep News conducted a survey using sampling by blocking. The
survey asked what form the technology should take. The results for the
whole school are published above. The majority of students preferred
iPads (or a similar tablet) to laptops.

The graphics to the left,
to the right and immediately
above, and to the right and
immediately below are from
this year’s survey. The graphics to the right and below are
from a survey article published
April 28, 2011 (volume 75, issue 28) on whether students
should have personal technology devices. The graphics from
this year’s survey were created
by Thomas Williams (on his
iPad) and Joe Kreienkamp. The
graphics from 2011 were created by Pat O’Leary.
On the survey, the Prep News asked about whether students preferred
their books in the form of paper or whether they liked digital books.
Although very close, the sampled students preferred e-books to the traditional textbooks by a margin of about four percent.

This graph was taken from volume 77, issue 28. The graph illustrates the four grade levels of SLUH students.
The survey the students if they thought the school should implement one-to-one technology, on a scale of
“strongly agree” to “strongly disagree.” Two years ago, the underclassmen were more in favor of technology
than the underclassmen today. This year, based on the graph to the right of this caption, there is an increase
in the percentage of upperclassmen who desire the one-to-one technology. The junior class—the freshmen
of 2011— still has the highest percentage of “strongly agree” and “agree” responses combined.

Quote of the Week

Comment voulez-vous gouverner un pays qui a deux cent quarante-six variétés de fromage?
(How can you govern a country which has two hundred and forty-six varieties of cheese?)
--Charles de Gaulle, 1962

This graph, taken from issue 28 of volume 75 of the Prep News, illustrates the results for a question about the form of technology. Similar
to this year, iPads are most preferred as the device of choice. Laptops,
similar to this year, place second in the selection.
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Hockey nabs State title at
Scottrade Center
(continued from page 1)
geared up for their rematch of
last year’s state final against CBC,
SLUH fans were boarding buses
and Metros, and piling in cars
to make the trek down to Scottrade. By game time, SLUH fans
outnumbered the Cadets student
section by a ratio of about four to
one. The energy was there as the
cheers and chants began before
the Jr. Bills even got a skate down
on the ice. With the faithful seated
and the national anthem belted,
the game was on.
Tarlas said, “The feeling out
on the ice was indescribable because I knew having shut out
Lindbergh to make it to State gave
us so much momentum, on top of
the atmosphere in the Scottrade
center, we couldn’t be beat.”
Senior Nick Walters added,
“Coming out of that tunnel and
seeing everyone you know in the
crowd is just amazing.”
The first period started out
fast and furious for both teams.
Every pass and check was clean.
Both teams skated hard and were
feeling out what worked and did
not work while at the same time
trying to strike first.
“The first couple shifts everyone was a little jittery, but once
the game got going we just tried
to play it like a regular game,” said
Walters.
The WeWantStateBills were
outshot by CBC but not outplayed in the first period, which
ended in a 0-0 knot.
The second period was just
as tight as the first until Walters
sent the crowd into a frenzy with
a goal with less than two minutes
to go in the period.
“It’s really impossible to describe how it feels to score at Scottrade,” explained Walters. “Scoring in front of that crowd was the
biggest rush I can imagine. I had
the bow and arrow (celebration)
planned out. I was aiming the arrow straight at super fan Michael
Tayon.”
Walters finished up the second period with his team-leading
28th goal.
The Jr. Bills put pressure on
CBC throughout the third period,
but couldn’t pad their lead before
CBC tied the game at one with a
flip-in goal with just over three
minutes to play.
Despite the goal, the Jr. Bills
kept on pushing.
Senior captain Peter Hummel commented on the dedication saying, “(The fans’) enthusiasm and support lifted us up after
(CBC’s) goal.”
The fans and the boys in blue
never wavered. As a team, the
players agreed that they could do
anything, even score another goal
against CBC.
“Actually, that was the defining moment in our season, because when they scored no one
panicked, nobody blamed anyone else,” said Fitzpatrick. “There
was such a sense of coolness that
it told me that we had arrived as
a team. Earlier in the season we
would have come apart at the
seams. I knew then it was ours to
take.”
The Jr. Bills had chances to
score at a minute, and at half a

second left, but the game was destined for overtime.
The Jr. Bills fan section used
overtime to cheer louder and
harder. Even with the cheers and
high emotions CBC was relentless. The Cadets had two very
close opportunities within minutes of each other that freshman
goalie Joe Warnecke stifled. Of
the 28 shots thrown his way, Warnecke saved 27.
Warnecke took over for junior goalie Brendan Haselhorst
halfway through the season after
Haselhorst broke his ankle.
Warnecke said, “Brendan deserved this championship just as
much as I did. It was an unlucky
injury and I just played the best I
could, by making the saves I was
supposed to.”
The heads-up saves and
defensive playmaking sent the
crowd into convulsions as the
hockey squad felt the urgency to
send the Cadets home early.
With six and a half minutes
to play, senior Stephen Lordo
caught a steal at center ice and
dumped it off to senior linemate
Michael Cella, who passed down
main street to senior captain
Chase Berger. The three skated toward the CBC net hard as Berger
fired a shot right at the sternum
of CBC’s netminder. The puck
bounced off his pads, and Lordo
was right there to swoop the puck
up and bury it against the white
lining of the net.
“You really can’t put it into
words,” said Lordo of his gamewinning goal.
As for his javelin-inspired
stick throw celebration, which has
gained national attention thanks
to Yahoo! Sports, “It was just pure
adrenaline. It kind of took a life of
its own.”
Twitter feeds were rolling
with support from across the
country as SLUH alumni and fans
alike shared their support for the
U. High hockey team, celebrating
a State championship for the very
first time.
“Over the last five years the
hockey program has improved
as indicated by the participation
in the final four over the last five
years with participation in the
finals three of those years,” said
long-time coach Charlie Busenhart. “The championship was the
culmination of several years of
hard work toward this goal.”
Forty-one years ago, Busenhart started the squad and
coached them through last year,
when SLUH fell to CBC 3-1 in the
Challenge Cup final.
“Not being on the bench for
the win was not as disappointing as one would think,” said Mr.
Busenhart. “I had been part of
this team since they were freshmen. Their confidence was there
four years ago when they promised that they would bring home a
champion before they graduated.
It was fun being part of the family.”
This was Fitzpatrick’s first
year at the reins.
“Honestly, I’m just so happy
we gave the fans a championship. We had a few tough games
to watch this year, and they never
stopped believing. I just want to
say thank you. I couldn’t be more

honored to be a part of this,” said
Berger.
Hummel said, “To be the first
captain ever to hoist that trophy
in our storied history and to do
so with his team and entire community behind me made every
struggle worth it.”
Each man on the team has
been working at making history
for the entire season. For the seniors, it has been a four year
grind, well worth the wait.
“Being a part of the first team
to bring a State championship to
this school and this brotherhood
is so special. This senior class of
hockey players has grown so close
over the last four years and to go
out with them on top is just icing
on the cake,” said senior captain
Corey Quinn, who scored the
mini-game goal against Lindbergh that sent the Jr. Bills to
State.
“The win wasn’t just the
team’s win,” Warnecke said. “The
win was for everyone. The fans,
the teachers, Mr. B, and all of the
older brothers and alumni that
played their whole careers and
didn’t get the opportunity to celebrate a championship.”
“The new coaching staff
helped to make the championship attainable by creating a team
focused all year on being number
one,” said Busenhart.
“One of the greatest feelings I
have ever had,” said Fitzpatrick of
the win. “It felt so good to see our
boys get what they had worked so
hard for. I said all along that I had
a special feeling about this group,
and it was true.”
“It was the greatest night of
my life,” Quinn said. “I will never
forget this team and this season
and that game Monday night. We
were 25 guys going in one direction, and we reached our destination.”

Quarterfinals
#2
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Semifinals
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Oakville
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Oakville

Lindbergh
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Kirkwood
SLUH

Lindbergh

SLUH
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Conversation
of the Game

7

BY John McCann
REPORTER

This week the Prep News
sat down with senior forward
Stephen Lordo, who scored the
game-winning goal in sudden
death overtime in Monday night’s
Challenge Cup Championship
against CBC.
John McCann: So Stephen,
you scored the game-winning
goal against CBC. How does that
feel?
Stephen Lordo: You know,
even a few days after the game
I really can’t put it into words.
You know, it was just a surreal
moment and it’s tough to put into
words. It’s just amazing.
JM: Yeah, and that was a
sweet celebration you had after
it. Was that planned or did it just
come out of nowhere?
SL: Well, before the game
I was thinking, every hockey
player, athlete just like visualizes what they’re gonna do, and I
was like, yeah, I guess I’ll throw
my stuff into the crowd because
it’s the last game. And I guess it
was just a reaction, you know, the
adrenaline and that. (laughs)
JM: I’ve got to ask, was it
planned for (senior) Remy (Hoffman) to take his shirt off? (laughs)
SL: (laughs) I don’t know,
that’s just classic Remy. He always seems to manage to find a
situation when he can take his
shirt off, so yeah, it’s just classic
Remy.
JM: So how does everyone on
the team feel that the victory and
first SLUH Challenge Cup win is
now possibly national news?
SL: Uh, well we knew it was
going to be a big deal around the
state of Missouri, and … like
you’ve probably heard the whole
season we’ve wanted to make history, and that’s what we wanted
to accomplish with this year and
I think everyone’s just, like it has
taken on a life of its own and everyone’s kind of going along for
the ride I guess.
JM: It was a fun ride indeed.
Thanks Stephen, and congratulations.
SL: (laughs) Yeah, no problem. And thank you.

Top left, a wide lense view of SLUH’s
ardent fans: photo | Dr. Rick Kuebel.
Bottom Left, triumphant hockey
team and affiliated cheerleaders
pose on ice with trophy: photo | Ben
Banet. Top right, hockey team lines
up before the game: photo | Ben
Banet. Second to top right, freshman goalie Joe Warnecke blocks
a shot: photo | Ben Banet. Middle
right, 4 sections of SLUH fans
pack the Scottrade center: photo
| Joe Kreienkamp. Fourth down
right, Christian Hoffmeister skates
into the CBC zone: photo | Austin
Strifler. Bottom right, exstatic fans
celebrate victory: photo | Ben Banet.

Challenge Cup Championship
Monday, March 4
Scottrade Center
CBC

SLUH
2013 Mid-States
Champion
SLUH

Ice Madness
The following brackets remain perfect after Monday’s Challenge Cup Championship game.

Alex Ciaramitaro
Michael Daugherty
Jake Cox

15 seniors

on a team of

28 shots

10 buses

27 saves

carrying

50 students each

4 tries
BY Nick Kimble
REPORTER

M

25 players

onday March 4th will go
down in the U High history
books as a night never to be forgotten. It is the date of the school’s
first ever state title in Ice Hockey,

1 title
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Fellowship of Christian
Athletes starts up
BY Paul J
REPORTER

Fister

T

he Fellowship of Christian
Athletics (FCA) will appear
soon on the campus of St. Louis
U. High in the form of a “huddle,”
the basic organizational unit of
the FCA.
Founded in 1954, the FCA is
an organization founded with the
intention of presenting coaches
and athletes and all whom they
influence the challenge of accepting Christ.
Social studies teacher Matt
Buha is helping to organize the
huddle, since he is a football
coach and has a long history with
the FCA.
“They try to talk about God
in your life, but then how God is
maybe seen through your athletics, and things along those lines,”
said Buha. “It’s very positive. It’s a
great organization.”
Each session will consist of
discussions guided by student
leaders. The FCA has created
guidelines for meetings throughout the year, by which the group
leader will conduct the meeting.
“They’ve created a meeting for us to discuss,” said Buha,
“whether it be scripture, or
(Christian) ideas, or things like
that to spark or form the meetings.”
The FCA has formed many
huddles across the nation in high
school and college campuses and,
having been a part of one during
high school, Buha is excited to
welcome it to SLUH.
“It gives our kids that are
in athletics the opportunity to
pull God into that realm. Sometimes God isn’t a part of athletics.

There’s a pre-game prayer, and
that’s it,” said Buha.
Besides the opportunity of
the discussions, Buha said that
the FCA offers camps of many
different sports for students during the summer. Like many summer sport camps during the day,
kids will practice the sport and
scrimmage, followed by evening
activities centered around friendship, faith, and spirituality.
“You’re not going to go to this
camp to get scouted by a Division
I coach, but you’re going to go to
this camp to be around other kids
with like interests,” said Buha. “I
have heard nothing but positive
things from kids that have come
back from those (camps).”
Buha and the FCA aim to
spark interest among the athletic
student body for the rest of the
school year. They will then have
an interest meeting where the
regional director of the FCA will
come to the campus and speak to
the students and coaches, and if
there is enough interest they may
have their first meeting in May.
“A lot of kids seem to be talking about it,” said Buha. “I’ve gotten a lot of feedback from kids
that want to be potential group
leaders.”
Buha is excited to get students interested so that next year,
and in years to come, the FCA will
have a strong presence at SLUH.
“We’re giving our kids just
one more outlet to incorporate
spirituality into things they do
outside of the classroom,” said
Buha. “It’s a good thing for our
young men to be a part of.”

Responses to Jim Keady’s
message
Pro:
(continued from page 8)
gone up since 2009.
I am tired of hearing these
and other arguments which cut
Keady down even before his message gets across. Keady has dedicated his life to trying to make
this world a better place. The least
we can do is seriously consider
what he has to say.
—Danny Schneller, ’14

@sluhprepnews

Con:
(continued from page 8)
picture of his daughter reading a biography about Che Guevara—a Marxist revolutionary
notorious for violence and death
in developing countries. Keady’s
caption to the photo: “Daddy’s little revolutionary. :) Peace, JWK”.
It seemed to me he is sending out
one message of peace and social
justice, while looking up to a man
who practiced the exact opposite.
Just as Keady held Nike’s Phil
Knight to his word when he said
Nike took credit for sweat shop
conditions, I intend to hold him
to his words and actions.
Whether or not Keady is
some revolutionary radical with
deliberate plans to revolt against
civilization is not of my concern,
but rather the fact that he does
have some very radical ideas
which could lead to some disastrous outcomes, and should be
watched closely and not taken for
granted.
—Zach Morley, ’15
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Vogt
Prince “Pull an all-nighter”
Yakubu

Contributing Artist:

Gabe “Whistle a Jolly Tune”
Newsham

Moderator:

Mr. Steve
“Shave Friendly Muttonchops” Missey

Advisor:

Mr. Jim “Grow
Friendly Muttonchops” Santel

“Lumberjack Shuffle” Banet

Scholar bowl travels to Mizzou for fifth
place finish
BY Sidarth
REPORTER

Iyer

T

he St. Louis U. High Varsity
Scholar Bowl Team attended
the University of Missouri Varsity
Invitational last Saturday.
SLUH’s team featured seniors Dominica LaMantia, Matt
Rechtien, and Kieran Connolly
and junior Adam Thorp. Rechtien
served his usual role as captain of
the squad.
The tournament rules were a
little different than normal. Each
round featured 20 questions,
with power points for answering
a question quickly and negatives
for answering incorrectly. Additionally, bonus questions that are

awarded after correctly answering a regulation question were not
rebounded to the opposing team
if the first team answered them
incorrectly.
Our boys in blue began the
morning off in a roaring start, losing only one of their five matches
to Ladue B.
Concluding their morning
matches, SLUH was given the
fifth seed in the top of two playoff brackets in the afternoon pool.
In their bracket, SLUH lost two of
their five games to Ladue A and
Oakville A, both expected losses
for the team. Ladue A, championed by scholar bowl standout
Max Schindler, trounced SLUH as

usual, but LaMantia pointed out
that for the first time ever, SLUH
leapt to an early 45 – 0, quite respectable against an opponent
like Ladue A.
SLUH finished the day fifth
out of the thirty teams present.
Rechtien said that “based on
the competition, we could have
hoped to beat Ladue B, but we
expected [to lose] to Ladue A and
Oakville A, which had the first
and second top individual scorers
[respectively]”.
The team was also slightly
lacking because they didn’t have
any fine arts specialists on the
team. Unfortunately, junior Gabe
Newsham was preoccupied with a
whistling competition.

SLUH and race: changing worldviews
(continued from page 8)
the stereotypes that were
hurled at me my freshman year.
I used to receive questions and
statements such as, “Do all black
people comb their hair with that
brush?” or “You can only wear
those boots because you’re black.”
The really offensive ones that
got to me were the stereotypes
that put African Americans down
regarding intellect, drugs, and
violence. For example, whenever things were stolen from the
school, sometimes I would get
approached and asked, “Which
one of the black kids did it?” Automatically assuming without any
evidence that an African American stole something saddened
me, but at the same time I felt
powerless.
I never stood up for myself
freshman year because I wasn’t
equipped with the proper social
skills to handle racism in my face.
I remember feeling down and sad,
but trying to laugh it off in order
to be accepted by whites because I
just wanted to have a sense of be-

longing. I didn’t have the strength
to act in a way that would help me
feel better and help my classmates
learn.
Now that I’m a senior and
I’m closer with these kids, I have
had conversations with them
about how they feared me our
freshman year because I was
black. They have told me that they
never in their lifetime had had a
true conversation with a black
person. This is a true example of
how segregated our city is.
As I have gotten older I
learned how to talk it out and
communicate with my classmates
whenever something offensive
is said. For example, my junior
year one of my classmates told me
that I did good on the ACT for a
black person. After that statement
I told him how that was offensive
and I asked him why he felt that
way. We soon had a conversation on harsh stereotypes. I got a
background on his thoughts that
the media played a big role in the
way he viewed African American
intellect. I also shared my opinion

and told him you should judge me
individually and not from how
you think I should act or how I
should perform on a test.
We both ended the conversation learning new things and
educating each other. Part of me
still wishes I had stood up for myself my freshman year, but I know
that I have truly learned from my
mistakes and am a better person
because of those events.
Though it was challenging
at times, I’m glad that I came to
SLUH. Just like my first time venturing out of my neighborhood as
a kid, coming to SLUH was a part
of growing up for me. As a kid I
got mugged by guys who wanted
my money; at SLUH I got mugged
by racial insensitivity. But in both
situations I learned how to respond appropriately.
At SLUH, because I eventually did find the strength to act,
I learned something important
about myself and my classmates,
and my classmates learned something important about themselves
and me.
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Two months after being drafted, Soffner ’08 prepares for MLS life
BY Brian Dugan
SPORTS EDITOR

L

uis Soffner, ’08, made it a
three-peat for St. Louis U.
High soccer on Jan. 17. For the
third straight year, the Jr. Bills soccer program saw an alum drafted
in the annual Major Leauge Soccer (MLS) SuperDraft.
Two years ago, the Columbus
Crew took midfielder Cole Grossman, ’07, 28th overall. And last
year the Los Angeles Galaxy took
defender Tommy Meyer, ’08, 19th
overall. This year Soffner, the second goalkeeper drafted, went to
the New England Revolution with
the 36th overall pick.
The Jr. Bills have long been a
powerhouse in the St. Louis high
school soccer scene. But until
Soffner was drafted 36th overall
in the second round of the MLS
SuperDraft on Jan. 17 by the New
England Revolution, the program
had been waiting to claim an MLS
goalkeeper as one of its own.
Now, nearly two months after the draft, Soffner has survived
his first MLS training camp and
made the New England roster as
a backup goalie.
Professional training camp
was a new experience for Soffner,
a player used to entering the season as a starter in high school and
college. But with the Revolution,
he had to adjust to the greater in-

tensity and competition.
“The thing that I had to get
used to is this is a livelihood for
everyone on the team,” Soffner
said. “This is how the guys make
money and support their families if they have one, so every day
you’re gonna get their best no
matter what, because everyone’s
competing for a job, competing
for a spot in the lineup.”
Additionally, MLS training
camp and practice is more intense, offering a higher level of
play than what Soffner faced at
Indiana University, where he won
a national championship this past
season. Where Soffner used to be
a lock for a starting spot, he now
has to work for playing time.
“At Indiana I went in, my
senior year especially, knowing
I was a starter,” Soffner said. “So
here I’m just starting from square
one again. I’ve really had to work
my way up and kind of show the
guys I deserve to be there.”
In camp, Soffner showed that
he did, in fact, deserve to be there.
He emerged as one of the team’s
three goalkeepers, joining starter
and 15-year veteran Matt Reis
and backup Bobby Shuttleworth.
Soffner credited assistant coach
Charlie Clark’s Ajax camp as good
preparation for the rigor of MLS
camp.
Soccer players at SLUH know
the intensity of Ajax, a four-week

photo | Dr. Rick Keubel

Luis Soffner, ’08, kicks a goal kick during SLUH’s 2007 playoff run. Soffner was the starting goalie for the team.

soccer and conditioning camp in
July. The intensity of the camp is
designed to prepare SLUH’s players for the high school season and
condition them better than many
other area high schoolers.
“Compared to training camp
here, it’s like Ajax everyday pretty
much,” Soffner said.
Coming out of camp, Soffner
projects himself to be a backup
keeper in his rookie season. The

Revolution open their season on
Saturday against Chicago Fire,
and Soffner feels prepared for the
upcoming season. He’s been in
touch with former Indiana teammates Will Bruin, 2008 DeSmet
graduate who starts as forward for
the Houston Dynamo, and Meyer,
who just won an MLS Championship with the Los Angeles Galaxy.
Both have given Soffner advice
about to adjust to the MLS life-

style.
“I talk to Tommy pretty much
every day and Will every other
day, so I’m still in contact with
them all the time,” Soffner said.
“They’ve definitely helped me
kind of get a feel for how things
work and what I need to do to
prepare myself every day for playing soccer for a living. They’ve
definitely been a big help.”

SLUH confident in future of wrestling program despite IOC ruling
BY Clark DeWoskin
SPORTS EDITOR

L

ast month, in a decision met
with widespread criticism, the
International Olympic Committee (IOC) moved to drop wrestling following the 2016 Olympic
games in Rio de Janero. The decision shocked the St. Louis U. High
wrestling staff, which remains
hopeful for the future of wrestling at the high school level but
acknowledges the negative impact
the elimination may have on the
sport.
“Will the Olympics affect
wrestling? Yes,” said coach Sean
O’Brien. “Will it be the downfall?
No.”
O’Brien and head coach
Jon Ott cited the IOC decision
as another factor to add to a list
that continues to make wrestling
an endangered sport at the high
school level. The growing appeal
of mixed martial arts—and the
money to be had in the sport—is
one factor that has speeded the
decline of wrestling in the United States. Another factor—and
one that may have contributed
to the IOC decision—is the lack
of glamour associated with the
sport.
“I think there’s always a risk
of a sport like wrestling dying.
I think we’re in a society where
people are very much afraid to fail
and to fail publicly, and wrestling
will do that for you,” said O’Brien.
“You ask a lot and you ask someone to sacrifice a lot, that always
puts it in danger.”
More worrisome to SLUH

wrestling than the Olympic decision in itself is the apparent decline of high school wrestling in
the St. Louis area. According to
athletic director Dick Wehner,
DeSmet, once a wrestling powerhouse in the state of Missouri, finished this season with only about
11 wrestlers. Likewise, the Parkway school district has considered
dropping wrestling altogether.
Coach Tim Curdt fears that
the disappearance of wrestling
from the Olympics may tip the
scales in the wrong direction for
schools that were already looking
at cutting their programs.
“It’s very easy to tell a lazy
story that ‘Oh, kids aren’t interested in wrestling anymore,’” said
Curdt. “(The IOC ruling) makes it
easier to make that decision and I
think it’s a shame because it’s not
true.”
Wehner added, however, that
the wrestling program at SLUH—
which this year included upwards
of 50 athletes—remains as strong
as ever.
“From a St. Louis U. High
standpoint, on a weeknight, wrestling was outdrawing basketball,”
said Wehner. “And I would say
that our wrestling was outdrawing soccer on a weeknight, for
whatever it’s worth.”
Despite
the
optimism,
coaches are aware of the negative impacts of the decision. The
Olympics being the height of
wrestling as a sport, coaches fear
that the appeal of wrestling as an
age-old sport may begin to decline. Though likely not the case

for many U. High wrestlers, the
goal of appearing in the Olympic
games will soon cease to exist for
high school students.
“I think of myself; when I
was little, my dream was to be an
Olympic champion,” said Ott.
Along with the vanishing
of any personal aims at Olympic
fame comes the disappearance of
the role models that had previously existed at the Olympic level
for high school wrestlers.
“I didn’t know who many
Olympic wrestlers were until I
started wrestling,” said Curdt.
“You like to see it, you like to
watch it, you like to follow it. In
that sense it’s disappointing.”
Regardless of the impact
that the elimination may have on
wrestling in the long-term, coaches are frustrated with the decision
to drop one of the first Olympic
sports: some evidence dates wrestling as far back as 708 BC, according to a New York Times article on the subject.
“My reaction is that it’s pretty ridiculous,” said Ott. “I know
there was also a lot of politics involved as to which sports got included and which didn’t.”
“I think the universal outrage
at the decision is pretty clear,”
Curdt added. “I don’t think the
decision will stand.”
Assuming the decision holds,
there is no doubt that it will impact the sport of wrestling in
one way or another. That impact
may not necessarily be negative,
but in a sport that has evolved a
great deal over the past decades,

photo | Mr. Matt Sciuto

Sophomore wrestler Mick Callahan pins down opponent.

it will certainly have an effect on
the course of the sport at the high
school level.
“To some extent, wrestling in
college and high school is a little

different than the international
style,” said Ott. “I think high
school and college wrestling still
has something to offer.”
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Claggett’s first season suggests team on the rise, finishing 15-13
BY Brian Dugan
SPORTS EDITOR

T

his season wasn’t supposed
to be anything special for the
St. Louis U. High basketball team
(15-13, 2-6) and first-year coach
Erwin Claggett. In fact, most fans
wouldn’t have called it a disappointment had the Jr. Bills regressed from their 13-15 record a
year ago in what could have been
a rebuilding year.
But Claggett and his players
never even entertained that option.
Last year’s team graduated
seven seniors. Only two of the
five returning varsity players
were starters last season—senior
captain Zach Greiner and junior
Austin Sottile. Of the 16 members
of this year’s squad, 11 had never
played varsity basketball.
But a Southside Classic
championship to start the season
gave the Jr. Bills confidence to
exceed low expectations. In their
first regular season game, they
topped Chaminade, 47-45, on
a layup by junior guard Charlie
Nester as time expired. The victory was SLUH’s first in the MCC
in three seasons.
“I’m just really happy with
how the season went, getting a
winning season in Coach’s first
year here, especially since a lot of
people thought it would be a rebuilding year where we wouldn’t
really be a team that was really a
force to be reckoned with,” Greiner said. “But we came out really
strong, had a great start to the season, and got a couple MCC wins.”
The Jr. Bills continued to roll
through their first-half schedule,
compiling a 10-3 record by the
New Year. In this stretch, SLUH
won by its widest margin of the
year, a 62-20 dismantling of Du-

Bourg, and scored a season-high
point total in a 74-61 win over
Westminister.
The Jr. Bills failed to sustain
their promising .769 winning percentage the rest of the way, as they
went 5-10 through the second
half of the season to finish 15-13.
But both Claggett and his players
were quick to point out that many
of those losses could have gone
either way—five of the ten losses
were decided by nine points or
less. And the occasional blowout
often came at the hands of some
of the top teams in the area—
DeSmet, CBC, and Ladue.
“It was a little frustrating
when we were on that losing
streak, but we tried to keep working hard and not get down about
it,” Sottile said. “Part of it was that
we played some tough opponents
in there, so it wasn’t all us playing
bad.”
“All the games we lost for
the most part were all really close
games. It was never like where we
were having a terrible stretch. It
always felt like we could win any
of those games,” Greiner said. “If
we could’ve had just a couple key
possessions, then we could have
won like five or six more games in
that stretch.”
Unlike last year, the Jr. Bills
had few injuries to deal with, but
like last year, they had a dominant
scorer, a presence in the paint, and
a vocal leader at point guard. Sottile scored 14.6 points per game
to fill the hole that Matt Clark ’12
left after graduation. Sophomore
Hunter Schmidt emerged halfway
through the season as a physical
player down low on both offense
and defense, taking over the position held last year by Daniel
Schmidt ’12 (no relation). And
taking over for LJ Hernandez as
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Senior Zach Greiner dribbles the ball past a DeSmet player during a 68-58 loss against the Spartans on Dec. 14

the team’s vocal and emotional
leader was Charlie Nester, who
shared time on the floor with his
freshman brother, Matt.
“I think Austin really stepped
it up this year,” Claggett said. “We
asked him to do a lot, and he was
able to do it. I think Charlie’s matured; he really helped us along
the way as settling into the role of
being the point guard and being
the emotional leader, and everybody kind of fed off him. And I
think Hunter definitely, from the
middle towards the end of the
year, really stepped up out of the
box and stepped his game up. He
gave us that toughness and presence inside that we desperately
needed.”
As he looks forward to next
season, Claggett is excited about
the direction of the program. The
first coach since Joe Mimlitz and
his 19-8 campaign in 1978-79
to post a winning record in his

first season at the helm, Claggett
seems to have many of the right
pieces in place.
“I think the program going
forward is in really good shape,”
Claggett said. “Hunter and Matty
(Nester) of course give us something to be excited about. Of
course, losing Zach is gonna be
hard for us. … But I’m really excited about the lower levels, about
the incoming kids. The program
I think is in good shape, and
hopefully we can duplicate what
the hockey team did in a couple
years.”
Claggett doesn’t shy away
from imagining SLUH’s first State
basketball championship since
1960-61, despite the team’s early
exit in the District tournament at
the hands of Ladue in the second
round. But considering that the Jr.
Bills just posted only their third
15-win season since 1993-94 and
has now improved in consecutive

seasons, Claggett doesn’t feel he’s
making too big a leap.
“We got a little taste this year
of how close we can be—you
think about the teams that are still
in it, and I can name three or four
teams that we’re probably just as
good as,” Claggett said. “We’ve
gotta handle our business in the
offseason and get better, but definitely in the next couple of years,
I think we’ll be in a position to do
something really special.”
This season’s 15-13 finish will
surely set expectations for the
program in future years. But Sottile thinks the team can build off
of what Claggett has built in his
first season.
“I think it was a pretty good
year overall,” Sottile said. “And I
think for the guys coming back
next year, it’ll be something to
build off of.”

RifleBills’s aim is true in season finale in Tennessee
BY David
REPORTER

T

Ayeke

he St. Louis U. High rifle
team shot its final regular
season match on Saturday, March
2. JV members and sophomores
Chip Alfaro and Brennan McFarland and freshman Sean Wohlstadter packed up with the varsity
team to shoot at the home range
of long-time rival Montgomery
Bell Academy (MBA) in Nashville, Tennessee. The Riflebills had
hosted MBA the previous week,
winning the 3-position match but
falling short in the international
standing match.
The Riflebills had to adjust
to Montgomery Bell’s new range.
MBA is the first school in the
world to have electronic targets
identical to those the Olympians will shoot at during the 2016
Olympics.
“Their range was three times
larger than ours, had a soccer field
on the roof, and cost well over one
million dollars to build. Needless
to say, we were looking forward
to beating them on it,” said senior
David Ayeke.
The varsity and junior varsity
teams fought a close battle against
Montgomery Bell’s three competing teams. Ultimately SLUH

varsity lost the 3-position match
to MBA 2263 to 2287, but won
the International standing match
1492 to 1480.
The match at Montgomery
Bell could be the varsity team’s
last match of the year. The varsity
team is made up exclusively of seniors: Ayeke, Luke Brooks, Matt
Rudolf, and Ian Stroube. Junior
varsity consists of sophomores
Alfaro, McFarland, Thomas Lally,
Matthew Bates, and freshman
Wohlstadter.
McFarland, who shot with
the varsity team last year during
the National Championship, shot
his high of 560/600 during the
3-position match. In addition,
Wohlstadter, a new inductee into
the SLUH junior varsity team, appears to be a rising star. He is a
fierce competitor with scores near
those of some of the sophomores.
“I think Sean is a good addition to the sophomores. He will
provide the necessary pressure for
us to keep improving our scores,”
said Alfaro.
This could be the final match
for the all-senior varsity team. Every year the National Championship is held in Alabama. Only the
top 42 teams in the country are
invited to Nationals, whereas be-

fore, 50 teams were invited. After
shooting a poor score at the qualifying match, there is a chance the
Riflebills will not be invited to the
National Championship.
Rudolf has another match
on the horizon however. He has

qualified for the Junior Olympics
held in Colorado Springs, Colorado in April. Rudolf will be going to the Junior Olympics for
his second consecutive year with
the other top 100 shooters in the
country.

All in all, the Riflebills had
a good season. Even with the
loss of the all-senior varsity team
next year, the junior varsity team
seems ready and capable to continue SLUH’s rifle legacy.
photo | Mr. Matt Sciuto

The SLUH rifle team poses with their guns before a meet.
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Racquetball pulls young team together to defend national title
(continued from page 1)
visions than the lower ones. Each
player starts in the gold division
and losses drop players to either
blue or red and then white.
In the first division, junior
captain Thomas Riganti faced
some of the best high school players in the nation. After winning
his first round match against a
CBC player, Riganti faced the No
4 seed, Jesse Van Valkenberg of
Utah. Riganti took the first game
15-10 but dropped the second
8-15 as Van Valkenberg heated
up, winning the tiebreaker 11-4 to
drop Riganti to the blue division.
Riganti lost his first match there
to Jesse Giron of New Mexico,
who would take first in that division.
In the second division, senior Lorenzo Crim advanced to
the quarterfinals to face Jamie
Stell from Sprague. Crim took the
first game 15-3 but failed to close
it out in the second with a 14-15
loss to send the match to a tiebreaker, where he lost 4-11. Crim
then dropped to the blue division
where he took first place.
In the third division, junior
Alex Burbee played Parkway West
rival Eddie O’Neil in the semifinals. Burbee lost a tough 14-15,
13-15 match to put him in the
third place game, which he would
go on to win in two games.
In the fourth division, senior
A.J. Cirillo advanced to the finals
against a tough Sprague opponent
who had knocked out Parkway
West’s Matt Stewart, which gave
SLUH a key advantage in points.
The difference between first and
second place in that division
would have been enough to end
SLUH’s chance at winning nationals. But Cirillo pulled it together
to win the team’s final match 11-4
in a tiebreaker in the finals.
“Playing the last game, I
knew that it could all come down
to my game so I just kept that in
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The racquetball team poses with its national title trophy. This is the team’s third championship.

the back of my mind,” said Cirillo.
“After winning the second game
and going up 5-0 in the tiebreaker, I felt like I had the momentum,
and it made the rest of the game a
lot easier.”
In the fifth division, junior
Jacob Abrahamian faced a determined Danny Scanlon from Parkway West, whom Abrahamian had
beaten at State. After winning the
first game 15-7, Abrahamian lost
the second 5-15 and eventually
the tiebreaker 2-11.
In the sixth division, sophomore Kevin Schneier walked all
over the competition, having his
closest match against fellow SLUH
junior Gabriel McCullough in the
quarterfinals. Schneier won the
photo | Dr. Joe Koestner

gold division.
In the blue division, sophomore Corey Renaud placed third,
followed by a quarterfinal appearance from junior Chris Graman.
In the red division, junior Drew
Ferguson took fourth, followed
by quarterfinal appearances from
sophomores Daniel Byrne and
Brendan Toth and junior Jacob
Workman.
In the white division, junior
Andy Ney beat out his teammate
sophomore Thomas Donlin in the
finals. Sophomore Andrew Warfield and freshman Timothy Juergens both made it to the quarterfinals.
In the first doubles division,
Crim and Cirillo lost in the quarters to the eventual champs from
Sprague.
In the second doubles division, Riganti and Schneier beat
Parkway West’s O’Neil and Stewart in an 11-6 tiebreaker. These
points over Parkway West would
prove valuable with the narrow
margin of victory.
In the third doubles division, Abrahamian’s and Burbee
lost a crushing tiebreaker to Parkway West’s Scanlon and Jadali.
Sophomores Mitch Henning and
Andrew Patke both made an impressive run by making it to the

quarterfinals.
With Burbee’s individual loss
and Abrahamian and Burbee’s
doubles loss, both to Parkway
West, the team couldn’t afford any
mishaps on Sunday.
“Some strategic losses on
Saturday had put us in a position
where there was very little wiggle
room come the final day, so when
it came down to that final match
with A.J. Cirillo, it was a key
match that put us over the top,”
said Koestner.
In the end SLUH defeated
Parkway West by 47 points and
Sprague by 121 points. Any
more SLUH losses or Parkway
West wins could have tipped the
balance in West’s favor, but the
clutch victories by the Junior Bills
gave Koestner his third consecutive national title and his seventh
overall.
“This one was much more
tension-filled,” said Koestner. “It
was a much tighter race than most
have been. It could have gone just
so many ways.”
With a three-loss season and
uphill climb for State, the National tournament seemed a distant
mountain for the team but their
determination to improve their
games paid off.
“I saw a lot of growth in play-

ers, especially in our lower players,” said Koestner. “If you look
at the margin we won by, the wins
in the lower divisions were really
significant.”
“After only returning two
members of last year’s varsity
team, we knew it was going to be
harder to win than last year, but
the sophomores and juniors really
stepped it up,” said Cirillo.
With the season ending, the
team will lose only two varsity seniors in Cirillo and Crim, meaning a large return of sophomores
and juniors. Koestner remains
confident and optimistic about
the chances of bringing home a
fourth consecutive title.
“I think we’ll be in a stronger
position next year if we get consistent play out of all the seniors,”
he said.
For Schneier, the victory was
satisfying.
“I was really happy that we
were able to end the season on top
in both State and Nationals, even
when we had some low points
during the year,” said Koestner.
Abrahamian said, “It’s really
cool to be able to say that you’re
the best in the country at what
you do.”

photo | Giuseppe Vitellaro

This year’s Jr. Billiken wrestling
team qualified four wrestlers
for the State tournament only a
year after sending none. Injuries
slowed the team early and even
prevented senior captain heavyweight Sam Wilhelm from competing at the State tournament.
Read a recap of this season in
the next issue of the Prep News.

Junior Brandon Bollinger wrestles an opponent to the ground.
Junior Drew Ferguson swings at an incoming ball at Nationals.
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FRIENDLY MUTTON CHOPS
Friday, March 8

Mission Week festivities garner $20,188

D

uring Mission Week, students
at St. Louis U. High made a lot
of sacrifices for charity. Students
swapped collared shirts and khakis
for sweatpants and hoodies and graciously gave money to watch their
teachers play dodgeball. Teachers
dipped things in liquid nitrogen and
were taped against walls. English
teacher and Prep News moderator
Steve Missey groomed his beard into
the Friendly Mutton Chops. In the
end, the sacrifice was all worth it, as
students exceeded the Mission Week
goal of $20,000 with their contributions.
Overall, Student Council (STUCO) raised $20,188, which went to
Our Little Haven and the Centro
San Yves in Honduras. The goal was
$20,000 last year, and STUCO moderator Lauren Dickens said that it would
probably stay the same for next year.
“The spirit of the week is to do
what you can, to give what you can,”
Dickens said. “I don’t think we want
to push it too much higher than
($20,000) because then we’re taking
donations from Rice Bowl and things
like that.”
Money donated by freshmen
and juniors went to Honduras, and
money donated by sophomores and
seniors went to Our Little Haven. In
prior years, STUCO assigned each
class a charity, which would receive all
money donated by that class. but this
year, STUCO decided to downsize to
two charities. Dickens said that having two charities persevered the sense
of competition that was present in
years past.
STUCO held events for Mission
Week on each day. On the Sunday
before Mission Week, STUCO held
a dodgeball tournament. Jim Keady
talked to students on Monday, Tuesday featured musical chairs, teacher
dodgeball ruled the day on Wednesday, Thursday was pancake breakfast
day, and Friday devoted an hour and a
half to the teacher activities day. These
activities raised a combined $3,998.
The dodgeball tournament was
a new addition to the Mission Week
line-up, and one that figures to be
back next year. Dickens said STUCO
was considering including the all-girls
schools in next year’s edition of the
tourney.
“Given the two snow days, we
still had pretty good attendance. We

Schedule R
University of Dallas—M112
University of Missouri-St. Louis—M114
Lunch Special Cheese Quesadilla
Healthy Pasta Con Broccoli
AP
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Saturday, March 9
8am
1pm
3pm
4:30pm
4:30pm

Grade School Math Contest
JV Lacrosse @ Parkway West
V Lacrosse @ Parkway West
C Lacrosse vs. DeSmet
Mission Appalachia Mass

Sunday, March 10
No events scheduled

Monday, March 11
Spring Break (through March 17)

Tuesday, March 12
No events scheduled

Wednesday, March 13
No events scheduled

Thursday, March 14
No events scheduled

Well-dressed senior Robby Martineau pokes theatre teacher Paul Pagano in the
throat after Pagano was taped against the wall as part of the Mission Week festivities.

had nine teams and I thought that was
great,” said Dickens
Dress down days were another
money raiser for Mission Week. Students had the option of either paying
a flat rate of eight dollars for the weeklong reprieve from dress code, or paying daily to dress.
Students didn’t just dress in any
old rags either, as Monday was spirit
day, Tuesday twin day, Wednesday
beach day, Thursday lumberjack day
and Friday throwback day. The wristbands were a new addition this year,
and overall, they were a mixed success.
“The idea was that it would help
in the homerooms in the mornings. In
retrospect, we’re not sure that it did,”
Dickens said. “I think that going forward, it will either be wristbands or
daily dress down collection, but not
both. ”

STUCO President Chris Gys said
that there was some fee evading going
on due to the wristband system.
“We had some trouble with dress
down money and stuff,” Gys said.
“Students were trying to dodge paying.”
Overall, however, Gys was
pleased with Mission Week.
“I think it went really well,” Gys
said. “I think the school spirit was
great, the people were really generous.”
Dickens said that Mission Week
has become a part of SLUH’s culture,
partly because it comes at a great time
of the year for such an event.
“It comes at a great time in the
year,” Dickens said. “From a religious
and spiritual standpoint, (Lent) is an
ideal time to have it.”
—Kieran Connolly contributed
additional reporting

Chemistry for Charity
photos | Sam Beckmann

Friday, March 15
5pm
7pm

JV Lacrosse vs. Rockwood Summit
V Lacrosse vs. Rockwood Summit

No School

No School

No School

No School

No School

Saturday, March 16
No events scheduled

Sunday, March 17
No events scheduled

Monday, March 18
AP
5:30pm
7:30pm
Lunch
Healthy

Schedule R
Senior Graduation Tux Measurements
JV Lacrosse @ Vianney
V Lacrosse @ Vianney
Special Strips and Fries
Calzones

Tuesday, March 19

Schedule R
Sophomore Bonus Reading Test
Senior Graduation Tux Measurements
Sophomore Retreat Leaders Meeting
3:15pm NIE 3rd Quarter Meeting
5:30pm C Lacrosse @ Chaminade
Lunch Special Brunch for Lunch
Healthy Brunch for Lunch
AP

Wednesday, March 20
AP
4pm
5:15pm
Lunch
Healthy

Schedule R
Senior Graduation Tux Measurements
JV Volleyball @ Pattonville
V Volleyball @ Pattonville
Special Chicken Nuggets
Chicken and Dumplings

Thursday, March 21
Physics teacher Paul Baudendistel and chemistry teacher Charlie Busenhart conduct science experiments during Friday’s faculty activities. Students watched as Baud pressed a balloon into liquid nitrogen and Busenhart
played with different colored chemicals.

AP
11am
4:30pm
Lunch
Healthy

Schedule R
Senior Graduation Tux Measurements
Mix-It-Up Lunch
C Lacrosse (vs. CBC)
Special Papa John’s
Chicken Parmesan

