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Mission Accomplished: Cashbah raises record-breaking $860,000
photo | Mr. Matt Sciuto

Carefully coiffed student Cashbah volunteers salute the night’s 007 theme behind a rented Aston-Martin.
BY Will
STAFF

Smith

Cashbah was Cashbah Royale,
drawing upon the 50th anniverhe 2013 Cashbah auction, sary of the legendary James Bond
which was held on March 23, movie franchise.
earned $860,000 in donations.
“We always try to pick someThe theme of this year’s thing that has been in the news

T

Poll checks student views
on fair trade and SLUH

L

Kiehl

ast week, select members from
Pax Christi, Student Council
(STUCO), and the Sustainability
Committee put out an electronic
survey to evaluate SLUH’s stance
on fair trade.
The survey asked five questions designed to determine how
SLUH students and faculty feel
about the issue of fair trade.
“We decided it would be best
to assess what people are already
doing about fair trade,” said junior Pax Christi and sustainability
member Nate Beckemeyer, who
created the survey.
As of Wednesday, raw data
showed most people held the
same definition of fair trade:
Treating workers well while paying them a fair wage.

88% of the 258 students who
responded to the fair trade poll, (in
dark gray) while 12% disagreed (in
light gray)

“Whether or not you agree
with Jim Keady, he did a good job
of explaining what fair trade is,”
said Pax Christi moderator Rob
Garavaglia. “Whether or not people will agree with him or change
their minds is another story.”’
The data also showed that
most people do not think about
product-makers when shopping.
One question asked where
students and faculty preferred
to buy from, with options including American Union Made,
continued on page 8
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ver the past few months, the
Prep News has examined
students’ opinions about introducing a one-to-one student-todevice ratio. “Devices” includes
iPads, laptops, and e-readers.
In a survey, students were questioned about technology in each
of the curriculum’s seven classes.
Surveyed students were asked to
rank classes according to which
ones would most benefit from
one-to-one devices. Students
were also asked for added input
about the topic in informal lunch
interviews. In these large groups,
students were interviewed about
their opinions on technology and
the potential helpfulness of technology in certain courses.
Students
overwhelmingly
agreed that technology would be
most helpful in science. Students
said that in science courses, videos or guides about how to do
homework problems would be
helpful. Furthermore, students
said that labs could be more detailed with the aid of pictures.
Science department chair Bill
Anderson said that while students

Throwback

Stan the Man in the PN

News

High-tech new
bidding system
used for first time
dent’s Raffle was won by Jim and
Sheila Tarter, parents of Alex and
Ben Tarter, and then partially
used to buy a puppy later in the
auction. The $3,000 tuition raffle was won by Martha Strifler,
grandmother to junior Austin
Strifler. Martha Strifler also designed the senior pillow by hand
stitching the names of each senior
onto the pillow.
“I was really happy to see that
she won it, because she put so
much work into that pillow and it
was nice to see that got rewarded,”
said Burggraf.
As in years past, Cashbah
2013 received extensive corporate sponsorship. The donation
levels reflected the night’s Cashbah Royale theme with titles such
as “Royal Flush” ($25,000) and
“Straight Flush” ($10,000) which
continued on page 11

Students weigh in on 1:1 technology

O

Majority favor
fair trade
clothing in book
store
BY Jack
STAFF

and that we can roll together with
Cashbah, so it seemed like a great
fit,” said Cashbah co-chair Carrie
Burggraf.
Cashbah raised $246,000 in
its fund-a-need portion, which

goes directly to students who
need financial assistance.
Cashbah was attended by
more than 700 people. There were
Palm Sunday Masses at 3:30 and
4:30 p.m. The auction itself began
at 5 p.m. with a recorded prayer
from Tom Cummings, S.J., and
an opening statement from President David Laughlin.
“The prayer from Fr. Cummings was one of my favorite
moments, because only people
involved with the planning knew
about it and it was just a really
powerful moment,” said co-chair
Joan Walsh.
Dinner was served around
6:30, with the live auction beginning around 7:45 and lasting until
10:00.
The highest-grossing individual item was a five-day trip
to an Aspen, Colorado ski cabin
which sold for $12,500. Other interesting items in the auction included a barber chair donated by
Cummings which he said he used
to give the Jesuits haircuts in, and
a Lhatese puppy that went for
$3,400 in the live auction.
The sold-out $10,000 Presi-

From the vault, a 1948
Prep News interview
with Cardinals baseball
great Stan Musial.
page 8

in his class do not use devices
on a one-to-one basis regularly
(through the existing student laptop carts), he pointed out that
there is already a lot of technology used in the science courses,
specifically the mechanisms used
to record data.
“There is already a tremendous amount of technology in science. There is data collection with
the computers, there are presentations with the computers, so I
don’t think technology in science
is anything new,” said Anderson.
Anderson said that the progression of technology should be
taken slow if adapted, as some
programs on the devices may not
be completely fit for the courses.
While Anderson likes the
current use of technology in his
courses, science teacher Mary
Russo likes the idea of increased
technology usage. Since students
have been allowed to carry cell
phones, Russo said that students
can take pictures of lab results and
send them to Russo immediately
for review by the entire class. Russo said that the technology has
added to the labs in the courses,
especially for teaching and reviewing purposes.

Opinion

STUCO election
Juniors Adam Thorp and Stephen Lumetta
consider what the class of 2014 should look
for in their STUCO candidates. Page 3
News

More than Tourism
Three students spend three weeks in the
People’s Republic of China on SLUH’s exchange program. Page 2

sports

“There are times when certain lab groups in chemistry get
results that I would love to capture digitally and share with the
class. I can put the visuals up on
the board even during the lab,”
said Russo.
Students ranked English and
Social Studies as the second and
third classes in which technology
would be most helpful.
Students who were interviewed to discuss English offered
more varied opinions than the
data would suggest. While some
students thought e-books would
be convenient, several students
disagreed and said they preferred
physical books.
Students not in favor of technology in English courses said
that they like the feel of a real
book. They also expressed concern about not being able to resell
the books if they were in virtual
format. Those in favor of technology said that one device would
be easier to carry around instead
of all the different books they
might need for English. Students
also mentioned that technology
would be helpful for take-home
essay and in-class writing, where
continued on page 12

Still undefeated
A 15-0 mercy rule victory continues 8-0
winning streak, with ace senior and freshman pitchers keeping opposing scores to 0
in three. Page 10
Golf tees off for the season
Team packs their bags, hauls in the hardware at Vianney and the first annual Greg
Bantle Memorial Tournament. Page 10
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Jr. Bills spend three weeks in Nanjing learning language, going to class
BY Paul J.
REPORTER

Fister

photo | courtesy of Michael Daugherty

J

uniors Nathan Dalaklis, Tristan
Finazzo, and Michael Daugherty returned Saturday from a
three-week trip to Nanjing, China
through an exchange program
with the Chinese government and
St. Louis U. High’s Chinese sisterschool, the Nanjing Foreign Language School (NFLS).
The third-year Chinese students jumped at the opportunity
to visit the Far East when Chinese
teacher Ching-Ling Tai offered it.
“I found out all you needed
to pay for was the airfare,” said
Daugherty. “And there was a
scholarship for the airfare, so I
ended up having to pay only like
$400 total.”
“I couldn’t turn that down,”
said Finazzo, “especially with all
the financial aid the government
offered us.”
The trip helped the students
deepen their knowledge of Chinese language, culture, and daily
life.
“Going into China I could
understand . . . surprisingly little,”
Finazzo said. “We had literature
class the first day and it just blew
my mind. But by the end I no
longer needed the translator for
any of the tours we went on and
could watch Chinese news and
TV shows.”
“After (the day’s activities) I
was usually driven home by my
host family’s aunt, who was an

A Buddhist temple in Nanjing.

English teacher at the school, so
there wasn’t really a language barrier when I talked to her,” said
Dalaklis.
Each student lived with the
family of an NFLS student. The
family fed and housed them while
their son or daughter helped
guide them during the school day.
Although conditions were
different from that of a home in

St. Louis, the families were very
hospitable to the Jr. Bills and were
not unlike a family you would encounter here, said Finazzo.
“They didn’t have central
heating and the beds were basically just wood with a quilt over
them but other than that it was
really easy to acclimate,” he said.
“My family was very polite,”
said Daugherty. “My host student
photo | courtesy of Michael Daugherty

From left to right: Aurora Guo, Ryan Yang, Tristan Finazzo, Michael Daugherty, Olivia Chen, Estelle Zong, Nathan
Dalaklis, and Jack Shao.

Ex-ASC Koenigs works for ABC TV
Is an associate producer for ABC World News and 20/20
Brendan McDermott
REPORTER

F

ormer Alum Service Corps
English teacher Michael Koenigs has moved from behind the
desk to behind the camera, becoming an associate producer
for ABC’s World News with Diane Sawyer and 20/20. Koenigs
received the job after working as
a columnist for The Denver Post,
as the president of Harvard’s student-run television show during
his undergraduate years there,
and as an English teacher at SLUH
during the 2009-10 school year.
Koenig’s job is to ready segments for airing that night.
“We have 9:30 meetings every day, where we green-light
ten things to run that night, and

then start to produce them, which
means shooting the segments, editing them, or writing scripts,” he
said.
Koenig’s job has taken him to
interesting places, from covering
an Eastern European mob’s presence in Miami to the July, 2012
shooting in an Aurora, Colorado
movie theater, a story that still affects Koenigs.
“That story really hit home
for me. I mean, I’m from Denver,” he said. After the shooting
at Sandy Hook Elementary, Koenigs was even thrust into the role
of cameraman. “We didn’t have
enough time to get a crew together, so I ended up having to hold
the camera,” he said.
Koenigs also covered Super-

storm Sandy and its aftermath
even as it affected him personally.
Koenigs was out of power for two
weeks, and ended up adopting the
ABC News headquarters as his
second home. Much of the reporting done by 20/20 was done
in Staten Island, the area hit hardest by Sandy.
“I ended up eating Thanksgiving (in Staten Island) with
families who had lost their homes.
They had lost everything, but they
were still grateful. It was powerful,” said Koenigs.
Koenig’s trouble was worth
it: 20/20’s coverage of Superstorm
Sandy recently received a Peabody
Award for journalistic excellence.

gave me his room for the whole
trip and he slept in the family
room.”
The food they were served
was almost always home-cooked
as opposed to a simple easy breakfast one might grow accustomed
to in the States.
“It wasn’t just cereal,” said
Daugherty. “It was a large, good
amount of food for each meal.”
The cuisine was very different from SLUH cafeteria fare.
“Michael (Daugherty) and I
both got food poisoning, not Nathan,” said Finazzo. “We had some
bad sushi when we went to Japan,
not China. Other than that, it was
a lot of rice, a lot of grain-based
foods. . . Their desserts were completely different. Chocolate was
replaced with bean paste, and
sugar was replaced with sausage
or cheese. My host family went
out to get donuts and it was like
sweet bread filled with red bean
paste and a sausage.”
After breakfast, the Jr.
Bills made their way to school.
The NFLS is a school of about
2,000 students from seventh to
twelfth grade. The people there
were excited to have the Jr. Bills.
Throughout the 7:30 a.m. to 4:00
p.m. school day they attended
various classes and got to see what
it was like.
“The school was definitely
my favorite part,” explained Finazzo. “We had friends that we had
made, and since we were like celebrities, one thing Michael and I
would do is walk around and try
to say ‘hi’ to every girl we walked
past, because they would just
swoon.”
“We could really do whatever
we wanted,” said Daugherty. “If
we got tired of traditional Chinese dance class, we could kind of
sneak out . . . we learned how to
ask for ping-pong paddles soon,
and we played a lot of ping-pong
and badminton.”
“The school had a much
more open campus,” said Dalaklis. “You were outside most of
the time from classroom to classroom, so we have hallways, they
have walkways that go outside,
which was cool.”
In contrast to SLUH, the
NFLS students keep their books

in desks in their homerooms as
opposed to lockers, and all the
students attended a physical education class. All the students did
their share of physical activity,
said Daugherty.
“Every day, two times during the day they would play this
really patriotic music over the
loudspeakers . . . and then everyone walks to the soccer field and
they would run up and down the
soccer field for eight minutes,” he
explained. “I was thinking about
doing Harlem Shake with that in
the background.”
The Jr. Bills enjoyed being
able to see what the people and
society of China were like, noticing differences and similarities to
that of America.
“There were definitely a
lot more people,” said Dalaklis.
“Highway speeds were a lot slower.”
“I was called ‘foreigner’ and
‘white person’ a lot,” explained
Finazzo. “I started to get sick of
everyone assuming a white person was American so kids would
come up to me and say, ‘Hello,
American!’ and I would tell them
in Chinese, ‘I don’t know what
you’re saying!’”
After school each day the Jr.
Bills would explore Nanjing and
surrounding areas to get a taste
of China during their trip, which
was generally well-loved save for a
few exceptions.
“One of the biggest differences was literally the atmosphere,”
said Finazzo. “That was the only
thing I disliked about China. . . I
think half of the people I saw were
wearing face masks.”
Other than the pollution, the
students enjoyed their time very
much and were thrilled to have
such an amazing experience in a
different culture on the other side
of the world.
“The people were very kind
and polite,” said Finazzo. “Even
the kids at the school amazed me
(with their manners).”
“It was more than just tourism,” said Finazzo. “It was mostly
just living in China. It made me
realize that I can’t wait to move to
China when I get older.”

Raising money for cancer research

Ricken before he shaved his head (left) and after (right).

Sophomore Will Ricken shaved
his head for the St. Baldrick’s
Foundation, an organization
for childhood cancer research.
Ricken shaved his head with
the St. Louis Children’s Hospital team on March 9th at Helen
Fitzgerald’s, raising $2,545.00

for St. Baldrick’s. Ricken was
inspired to shave his head in
memory of his oldest sister,
Mary Beth, who lost her battle to
Medulloblastoma (brain cancer)
in 2001. He hopes to participate
again next year.
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Letter
Rund should have been at
Signing Day
To the editors:
For readers that had no prior
knowledge, the article, “Neither Rund nor SLUH deserve
harsh judgement” (77.20) was
a succinct account of the controversy. The details given
were not new info, though. I
don’t mean that in a bad way.
But it didn’t shed any
light on the thinking that went
into SLUH’s decision, except
to assert that there was some
thinking that went into it.
There are two ways to view the
ceremony: it is to recognize SLUH
students, or, it is to recognize
SLUH athletic team members,
who sign to play sports in college.
There being no rule to go
by, the article points out that
SLUH chose the latter view. I can
think of reasons for that, but, I can’t
think of a good reason for that.
Except to claim it wasn’t
petty retribution or punishment

for betrayal, there was no explanation for why the choice was
made. With no reason given, at
best it appears arbitrary, at worst
it does evoke all the things negative said about the decision already—fairly/correctly or not.
In every other facet of SLUH
life that comes to mind, no chance
to trumpet student accomplishment is passed over. That’s good.
So, why not in this instance?
Had Rund (or any other
athlete in the situation) been allowed to to sit at the ceremony,
not one single thing would have
been withheld or taken from the
other students, or from SLUH—
certainly not the soccer program. Disallowing him to sit denied Rund the memory of a pretty
nice ceremonial recognition.
That›s preposterously one-sided.
Regards,
Rob Gilsinger ’73

Commentary
Class of 2014 STUCO
should tackle issues
BY Adam Thorp and Stephen
Lumetta
NEWS EDITOR, CORE STAFF

O

ver the next three days, St.
Louis U. High will select
next year’s Student Council (STUCO), and therefore its leadership
for the next year. SLUH should
look to choose leaders who will
commit to taking concrete steps
toward expanding STUCO’s role
from competently running a slate
of predefined events to proactively serving as a voice for student
concerns.
STUCO deserves respect for
its ability to conduct complicated
events like dances, blood drives,
and Mission Week. But SLUH
should look to elect students who
have ambition to lead the school
beyond administering these
events.
STUCO has potential to lead
our school as we consider difficult issues like academic integrity,
study drugs, a one-to-one student-to-technology ratio, and fair
trade. As SLUH’s current junior
class prepares to vote, it deserves
to know in explicit terms how
candidates plan to make STUCO
responsive to these issues, and
others that arise over the course
of the next year.
There are some commitments candidates should make so
that voters can be more confident
that next year’s STUCO will fill
this role.
Candidates should commit
to find a way to regularly communicate with the student body. Earlier this year, and in the past, the
Prep News has hosted thoughtful
letters and communications from
STUCO, and would be happy to
do so again. These should be more
than just laundry lists of upcoming events: in the past, they have
explained how STUCO is addressing students’ concerns.
They can also be an opportunity for STUCO to suggest how
SLUH can better live up to its

principles.
Additionally, candidates should
commit to hold forums (large discussion groups run by STUCO)
each quarter. Forums both allow students to give feedback to
STUCO and host broader discussions about issues around the
school. Jim Keady’s presentation
on fair trade last quarter sparked
discussions across the school; a
forum would have provided a focused opportunity to gauge the
mood and potentially take action.
The once-a-quarter commitment
should prevent the forums falling
by the wayside in the rush of the
school year. It is true that in the
past, forums have been sparsely
attended. But SLUH students are
undeniably eager to share their
opinion about things they are passionate about: if an agenda of issues relevant to the student body
is laid out before hand, then more
and more students will be compelled to attend.
Both forums and letters to
the Prep News are a chance for
STUCO to stay responsive to the
student population. As plugged
in as a STUCO member may be
to the SLUH community, the
size and diversity of interests of
SLUH’s student body means he
can only claim to really be representing the entire school if he
gives students every chance to tell
him how STUCO can work better
for them.
STUCO has a more legitimate claim to represent the student body than any other student
institution at SLUH. This legitimacy comes with a responsibility
to lead the school with a passion
commensurate to the passion of
SLUH’s student body. The best
way for candidates in today’s
primaries and Monday’s general
election to assure the student
body of this is to commit, before
they ask for a single vote, to stay
linked to the student body in the
ways mentioned above.
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Notebook
Don’t get entagled in the world wide web
BY Mitch Mackowiak
WEB EDITOR

W

hen you open your web
browser, do you realize
what you’re getting yourself into?
This has been my relationship with the internet: around age
twelve, I discovered and frequented websites that hosted a compendium of flash games, surveying action, point-and-click, tower
defense, cooperative, RPG, and
strategy games (among others)
fastidiously. About freshman year
I realized that gaming was largely
a waste of time.
The next big thing was YouTube. I watched not viral videos
but videos made by those who
make money making videos. I
immersed myself in the YouTube
culture, building up a subscriber
list (which notifies me when
someone I’m subscribed to posts
a video) of just over 60 at its apex,
and I strove to watch every one.
Then sometime last year I realized that was also largely a waste
of time.
You might see a pattern. Next
I sampled Tumblr and Twitter,
which are basically endless information feeders, and grew addicted (I prefer ‘intense curiosity’)
but dropped those in the last six
months.
Not until the past month or
so have I really thought about the
internet and how it should be not
only used, but utilized.
Nowadays the internet is a
dastardly spun web. It’s amazing
how quickly you can amass pages
of information on some insanely
specific subject. Search engines
engendered this at first, but now
websites like Reddit, Pintrest,
Crack’d, YouTube, and Tumblr
compartmentalize search engine
results. Not to mention the people
who frequent those sites creating photos or posts or videos and
contributing to the content of the
web. And as is true of many webs,
one tiny step, one Google search,
might get you snared.

Online games and other digital entertainment seem like more
obvious time-wasters, so I’ll focus
on the more obscure and deadly
addiction the internet feeds:
learning.
We are hunter-gatherers by
nature, especially of information. We want to know what food
is safe to eat, whether a storm is
coming, or how to most securely
construct our dwellings.
Before the internet, you had
to actively seek out information. Pick up a newspaper, pore
through library collections, attend school and take notes, flip
on the radio to catch a certain talk
show, seek out experts. Hunt and
gather. But with the internet, it’s
so much easier and is only getting
easier. It’s as if instead of having a
few bushes of really good berries
in your area that you have to find,
there are now hundreds of bushes
with berries varying from good to
incredibly delicious and you barely have to walk ten feet from your
hut to get them.
You can assemble all knowledge into three categories: the
stuff you know, the stuff you know
you don’t know, and the stuff you
don’t know you don’t know. As an
example, you know how to read,
and you’ve heard of glassblowing
but don’t know anything about
it, and you’ve never heard of the
Gonepteryx genus of butterflies.
The internet thrives on those
last two. You set out researching something and come across
something else you didn’t know,
investigate that, which leads to
something you never knew existed... It’s a curiosity trap.
“5 Things You Can Do Right
Now to Become Instantly Smarter”. “The Truth About How Astronauts Spent Their Time on the
Moon”. These sorts of headlines
plague some spots on the internet, and admittedly, they’re kind
of tempting (I scanned the first
article...). I could spend lifetimes
on the internet soaking up tera-

bytes of information titled like
these, but I have no such time.
So what should I be looking up?
What bytes are most important?
A helpful analogy might be
the modern supermarket. It’s
much easier now to attain a variety of foods, especially fatty and
sugary treats like potato chips or
sweets or sodas. Our impulses
champion short term benefit over
long term. But if you listen to
those impulses you’ll get fat. You
have to exercise impulse control
in not buying a Twix bar or a Dr.
Pepper by the very fact that it’s
available.
Same thing with the internet.
You can’t binge on retrospectively
pointless YouTube videos constantly. You have to resist that
impulse else you procrastinate
on work or sleep or relationships.
Follow an information diet.
Academically, the internet erases the physical barrier
between what you should and
shouldn’t look up. Don’t have
time for an English reading?
Sparknotes. Need some math answers for the homework check?
Google is your friend. Forming
such a habit might twist one’s definition of learning, that it is more
about knowing the answer than
the intellectual struggle to get the
answer. If you’re in class trying to
decipher a stochiometric equation? If the answer isn’t there immediately, you might give up.
As far as I’ve concluded, utilizing the internet an impossible,
idiosyncratic art that requires immense willpower. I face a totally
paralyzing amount of decisions
every time I open my web browser, and rarely confront them consciously. My filter must sieve out
all but the choicest factoids, but
I’ll do that after watching this one
YouTube video.
I fear that the internet is
turning into more an entertainment platform than a hugely useful tool. I can’t help but imagine
continued on page 9
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Russo takes spontaneous leave for stand-up tour: Return is “Indefinite”
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BY N. Fandos AND B.
REPORTERS EMERITUS

CosBY

S

cience teacher and 6-time winner of SLUH Mother’s Club
Chili Cook-Off Mary Russo has
announced that she is leaving at
April’s end to embark on an East
Coast stand-up comedy tour, during which she will visit roughly 80
cities over the course of 3 weeks.
“(The routine) is something
I’ve been, you know, assembling
for several years—all under the
hood of being a Chemistry teacher,” said Russo emphatically.
Russo’s routine, which is a
frightening combination of pantomime and facial expressions, is
entitled “Over the Influence”, and
will feature former ASC English
teacher Carson Monetti and history teacher Tom Zinselmeyer as
guests on various dates throughout the tour.
“After (Russo) won the Chili
Cook-Off the sixth year in a row,
I’ll admit I was a bit … perturbed,”
said Zinselmeyer. “I mean, she’s
a Science teacher! But I do amateur stand-up at Amighetti’s every other Thursday, so when she
asked me I said, ‘What the heck,
I’ll do it.’”
Monetti, who is currently
spending time in Federal Prison for age fraud, could not be

reached for comment.
Russo says her return is “indefinite”, but said she’ll “see how
she feels” after the tour and that
“the idea of returning is more
probable than possible”, although
she said she plans to make upwards of $1,000,000 dollars on the
tour and says she will have guaranteed financial stability for the
rest of her life.
“I’m not in it for the money,”
said Russo, although she offhandedly admitted after the interview
the tour was entirely for financial
purposes. “From a psychological
standpoint, I’m looking forward
to see what gives people the giggles and what doesn’t.”
Principal John Moran said
he was shocked by the announcement, but not at all surprised.
“Mary has been doing impersonations of me at Advancement meetings for years,” Moran
said. “What scares me is that (the
impressions) were extremely accurate.”
Moran said he plans to ask
Head Football Coach Gary Kornfeld to take over Russo’s two sections of Accelerated Chemistry,
though he’s somewhat intimidated by the prospect.
“(Gary) is an old friend, but
I’m just not sure how he’d take it,”

NEWS

said Moran. “I tried asking him
to teach BC Calculus when I first
came (to SLUH), and he broke
both my legs.”
As for her section of Regular
Chemistry, Moran plans to place
himself at the reins.
“Chemistry is kind of like
baseball, right?” said Moran.
“Mary told me her tests are usually hit or miss, so I’m taking that
and running with it. These kids
better watch out. My teaching
style is Post-Industrial. It’s neomodernism. It’s afro-cubism.”
During her routine, which
will be sold by the Honduras
Project this Fall on DVD, Russo
performs a variety of abstract and
strange acts, including humming
for several minutes on end with
her eyes closed, shouting random Chemistry buzz words while
swinging her arms in a circular
motion, and constantly addressing members of the audience as
“Doctor”. Russo said it takes a lot
of focus to get in the zone.
“I try listening to acid jazz,
because of its calming atmosphere, but frankly I hate it,” said
Russo. “So I generally do yoga
while listening to Kenny G. That
stuff is raw.”
Russo had initially hoped to
have comedian Jim Gaffigan on a

April 5, 2013

Various scenes from Russo’s comedy routine.

number of tour dates via webcam
per suggestion of Science teacher
Kent Kershenski, but failed to

contact him after a mere 600 emails.

April fools articles, especially this one, obnoxiously self-referential
BY

I

Adam Thorp

n a sad turn for a beloved St.
Louis U. High tradition, this
year’s April Fools issue of the
Prep News, of which this article
is a part, has abandoned its traditional lambasting of issues around
SLUH for a new and obnoxiously
introverted approach to comedy.
The trend has progressed to
the point that whole articles are
devoted to commentary on the issue’s commentary on itself.
Previously, the Prep News
April Fools issue froze out stu-

dents by overly relying on inside
jokes among staff members. But
insiders emphasized that this
year’s authors gave up even that
exclusive source of humor.
“Trust me, this is not in
(Prep News) office jokes. The only
source of humor in this year’s issue is the acknowledgement of
the fact that this is an April Fools
issue” said core staff member Joe
Kreienkamp. “Have you realized
that this is an April Fools issue?
Congratulations. You got the joke.
But was it really worth it?”

The one note humor and perceived lack of effort evident in this
year’s issue has begun to alienate
some of the issue’s readership.
“I mean, if they want to try
this meta thing, I guess that’s
okay,” said a freshman reader.
“But I don’t feel they thought it
through. I mean, how can I be
commenting on an issue that isn’t
out yet? Think about the timeline,
guys.”
“Also, it could have been better proofread. And what do you
want to bet they misspell this

quote?”
“This (the April Fools issue)
is pretty much the only time I
use the Prep News for anything
besides hiding my texting during
homeroom,” said another student.
“This year, its just not that funny.
You guys should do more stuff
like the sea-dragon mascot thing.
People like stuff like that.”
Even people intimately involved in the issue agreed that the
decision was regrettable.
“I mean, the worst part about
the whole thing is how clever it

looks like we think we are,” said
news editor Adam Thorp. “It just
doesn’t take a genius to crawl up
into their own small intestine. The
reactions are going to be the worst
part: I welcome the criticism, totally justified. But you just know
somebody is going to say ‘Inception’, and I may have to hunt that
person down.”
“I just don’t see the parallels.”

Ultimate Frisbee no longer
cool
BY Upton Sinclair
DEFENDER OF THE 1%

I

n a surprising new study conducted by statistics master
Craig Hannick, data shows that
playing ultimate frisbee does not
automatically make you cool. It
does, however, make you think
you are.
“Personally, I was shocked,”
remarked Hannick. “They walk
around like they’re so cool. I just
figured they must be.”
Ultimate
frisbee
players were outraged that tossing
around a cheap plastic disc that
a sweatshop worker probably was
beaten to death over the course
of its manufacturing didn’t get
them any street cred. However,
Hannick said that absolutely zero
aspects of frisbees are cool.
“It is well known that cool
is something ‘awesome’ according to my old friend Father Ralph
Houlihan,” said Hannick. “There
just isn’t anything awe-inspiring
about frisbee.”
Houlihan, who was certified as an coolness expert by the
internet machine, agreed with
Hannick.

“I remember when ultimate
frisbee came to SLUH, way back
when, it was just a bunch of kids
who were too unathletic to play
other sports, but didn’t want to
run cross country,” Houlihan said.
“There’s absolutely nothing cool
or awe-inspiring about that. Mass
on the other hand... that’s cool.”
Lacrosse player Snipe McTwine agreed with the newly discovered uncoolness of ultimate
frisbee saying, “No spey to the
ultimate bros. In fact, they’re not
even bros. I gotta go work on my
spin dodge.”
Ultimate Frisbill Flick Hammerhand disputed ultimate’s uncoolness.
“You kidding me? Ultimate
is hellaz cool! I mean, it’s ULTIMATE frisbee. It has ultimate in
the sport name. I mean, check out
this hammer throw!” Hammerhand said, as his throw hit history
teacher Tom McCarthy in the
head. “Okay, maybe you’re right,
we’re not that cool.”
“What the hell?!?” said McCarthy.
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Marco: buds Everyone too lazy to think of headline for this
The Cheesy Pancake Monwith Pope
on a ride,” said the alum enthusi- Raterman. “It’s the next best thing freshman. “Next thing they’ll do
ster
is turn the pool hall into an art
astically, who also enthusiastically to getting B-25 bombers!”
Francis
“I
hope
we
get
to
use
[the
room.”
requested his identity withheld.
BY

SWORN PROTECTOR OF J221

BY GEORGE AND YORTUK FESTRUNK

S

LUH administrators are elated
about the recent inauguration
of the first Jesuit Pope.
“This will put those Franciscans in their place,” said President
David Laughlin.
In addition to being a Jesuit,
Pope Francis also has connections
to SLUH faculty. Theology teacher Michael Marchlewski S.J. has
known the Pontiff for years.
“We were in seminary together and that guy owes me,”
confided Father Marco.
As a result of Father Marco’s
relationship, his Holiness has
agreed to give the SLUH commencement address, teach two
sections of freshmen Spanish,
and let the Mothers’ Club use the
Popemobile to shuttle Cahbash
guests from the parking lot. When
asked about the Pope’s generosity
to SLUH, Father Marco said that
he couldn’t go into details but alluded to some intrigue in the former Eastern Bloc. Father Marco
was heard to say, “What happens
behind the Iron Curtain stays behind the Iron Curtain.”
Further investigation by Assistant Vice Principal for Students and Grand Inquisitor
Brock Kestersen, revealed that
Marco rescued the Pontiff from
a scrape with the former Communist Czechoslovakian authorities. When pressed, Father Marco
admitted that he and the Pontiff
were doing some “black-market
evangelizing” behind the Iron
Curtain. He explained that the
future Pope balked at first but was
convinced once Father Marco likened it to “going into Wisconsin”.
“It worked for Bill Murray in
Stripes and it worked with his Holiness,” affirmed Marco.
While ministering to the
poor, the Pontiff was thrown in
jail for his good works. Marco
would not go into details but he
somehow managed to get the
Pontiff out of jail.
“I am not going to give you
the skinny,” said Marco. “I will tell
you I have yet to meet a problem
that couldn’t be solved with 1500
Czech Korunas.” Once out of jail
and on the run, things got a bit
harried for Marco. “I had to jack
a ’75 Trabant, and then we used it
to run a checkpoint. I can still see
his Holiness’s face as the wooden
arm gate splintered into a thousand pieces in front of us as we
rammed it at 150 KM/HR shouting “Ad majorem dei gloriam!”
When asked about the particular favors he was calling in,
Marco explained he thought the
Papal commencement address
would bring SLUH much needed
publicity. Marco also explained
that while he is willing to bite the
bullet and teach freshmen theology, even he draws the line at freshmen foreign language. Getting his
Holiness to take a stint at freshman foreign language was a relief.

A

fter consulting the local
weather shamans on Oakland Avenue, Principal John Moran can now confirm there will
never be another snow day for St.
Louis U. High.
April Fools, he actually
bought a few dozen tanks.
Last spring Moran struck up
a conversation with a group of
lunching sophomores.
“What started as a casual inquiry of a homemade sandwich
turned into a think tank on school
policy,” said Moran. “It was intense. One of them actually pulled
out his heavily notated handbook
and started citing it.”
In fact, the mention of tanks
sparked the idea.
“In fact, we were on the subject of off days and I said, ‘You
guys are functioning like a think
tank’,” said Moran, “And you could
just see the light bulbs ignite over
their heads.”
A few weeks later Moran visited a SLUH alum in the Marines.
“He wanted a ride in one of
the AAVs, so you bet we took him

“We took him on a ride alright. At
the end after he manually shut his
jaw he asked, ‘Do these come in
blue?’”
“He said no,” said Moran.
Nevertheless, Moran sought
a way to acquire a few Assault
Amphibious Vehicle-7A1s (AAV7A1). Moran found a quadrillionaire alum, Dexter E. Machinet,
who gladly donated his fortune.
Then the military ‘lost’ their entire supply of inactive AAV-7A1s.
As the 50 tanks occupy quite
a large area of space, SLUH will
raze a nearby warehouse and construct a humungous hangar to
house them.
Here’s the plan: When a snow
day seems imminent, the faculty
will immediately report to SLUH.
Students will then receive a phone
blast instructing them to report
to a designated pick up point at a
specific time before sunrise. Then
the faculty members will drive a
tank to each pick-up point and
everyone will be in school by 7:25.
“I think this will be just fantastic,” said English teacher Jim

Freshman finally figures
out that one guy is actually
a teacher
BY Wohn Jebb
EDITOR IN CHEESE

O

n Wednesday, freshman JoeJoe, who asked that his last
name be withheld to protect his
privacy, finally figured out that
the tall, imposing man he had
been seeing for the last six months
was not a senior and was in fact a
teacher employed by the school.
“He wore a tie every day so
I should have known, but I just
thought he was a classy senior,”
said Joe-Joe.
Somehow for six months it
escaped Joe-Joe’s keen observation that the man was actually a
teacher. Despite being confronted

with the man’s facial hair (“peach
fuzz”), the fact that he called Mr.
Hussung by his first name (“I do
that too”), or the fact that the man
handed out demerits (“Aren’t seniors allowed to do that?”), JoeJoe still never picked up on it.
Reportedly, Joe-Joe finally realized the man was a teacher after
he said to him, “Oh, I spey that
bro,” and the man had no idea
what he was talking about.
As of press time, Joe-Joe had
just forgotten his locker combination again.

TOP TEN REASONS
FRESHMEN PICK SLUH
1. All the girls
2. The varsity bowling team
3. Heard the laid back curriculum allows for lots of free time in
the evenings
4. It is super easy to make varsity sports teams
5. Cheap tuition
6. I gotta fever for more St. Ignatius

7. The Jesuits have an in with
the Pope – take that, Marianists
8. Convenient parking
9. St. Louis University High
School. It’s a university. It’s a
high school. Goodbye 8 years.
Hello 4 years.
10. The Dress Code

Zoot Suit club takes shape
BY Broken Sandal
METAPHOR-AT-LARGE

P

erky junior Randy Flemmings
created a club that everyone
around him realizes is doomed to
fail, probably without even meeting a single time: a Zoot Suit Appreciation Club.
“Oh, this club is going to be
around forever. It’s going to be going strong when I come back for
my 50 year reunion,” said Flemmings.

To show that the Zoot Suit
Appreciation Club was really at
the forefront of SLUH’s 50 plus
student-led clubs and organizations, Flemmings was “too lazy”
to cover the booth at the Activities Fair. Over 300 students signed
up to receive emails that they will
delete without ever reading.
Flemmings appointed his
friends Greg Fields as Vice President, Mike Jones as Secretary, and
Isaac Connors as Assistant-Vice-

tanks] on their off season as well,”
said physics teacher Paul Baudendistel. “For example, we could
modify the artillery to shoot lowvelocity projectiles, which would
really liven up a few labs.”
“These tanks have many statistical applications,” said math
teacher Craig Hannick. “We could
project how many cars we could
flatten on a joyride and how likely
people would run for their lives.
It’s pretty exciting how much data
can be collected.”
To command the fleet, Dan
Shelburne is coming out of retirement.
“Of course they’ll let me drive
one! I’ll head the Illinois recon,”
said Shelburne. “Not as many laws
over there to shatter, but unfortunately not as many cars.”
“Dan might also function as
a permanent ferry service to the
Illinoisans as well, to circumvent the traffic,” said Moran. “We
haven’t worked out all the details
yet, but it’s going to be awesome.”
Students don’t think so.
“No snow days?!” said a

“It’s a terribly unfeasible idea,
but if we lost three snow days
we’d get 20% more school than
we’ve had this year,” said Assistant
Principal of Student Affairs Brock
Kesterson. “Still, depriving students of frolicking in crystallized
water is a tad unethical.”
“I heard a lot of complaining
when we got an extra day to study
for quarter exams last week,” said
no student whatsoever. “So this
doesn’t sound too bad.”
But Moran’s heart hasn’t
completely frozen over.
“Here’s the best part. For every missed snow day we’ll schedule a sun day in the spring, when
you actually want to be outside
and out of school,” said Moran
with a twinkle in his eye.
“This operation was generated by students for students,”
said Moran. “And so the tanks are
another way of SLUH being committed to doing justice and not
depriving our students of being
intellectually competent.”
“It’s an absolutely terrible
idea,” reiterated Kesterson.

Number of Times Charts Were a
Good Idea

Number of Times Adam Thorp
Decided to Put Them in

Yes

No

Yup

Letter
Iggy is bored
To the editors
I’m a pretty simple guy, and
I want only one thing: that my
statue be moved back to the Upper Field, where it belongs.
I’m tired of staring out into
the concrete and asphalt of the
circle drive. It gets pretty boring
out here. In the morning, I have to
stare at a bunch of SLUH students
who are still half-asleep. In the
afternoon, I have to stare at the
same kids going out to their cars.
Back when I was stationed
looking over the Upper Field, I
used to look forward to 9:39 a.m
and 3 p.m. That was when kids
would come out and toss the Frisbee around and talk about their
day. Let’s be honest: no one really
uses that green space by the Field
House. Sure, some sports teams

would practice there occasionally but not much activity besides
that.
Who on God’s earth is this
St. Louis guy?!?!? Do any students—or faculty—know anything about him? They probably
don’t even know what Roman
numeral goes after his name. Yet
the administration of this school,
which claims to be dedicated to
the order I started, stuck me out
in concrete city to stare at a slab of
concrete all day long.
So here’s my ultimatum: either move me back to the Upper
Field by the start of next school
year or this school will lose my
prayers for the racquetball team,
and you don’t want that.
Ignatius de Loyola

Undersecretary after they each
agreed to buy him a Twix candy
bar out of the vending machine.
“Really the highlight of my
college application is that I’m the
Secretary of the Zoot Suit Appreciation Club,” said Jones.
“Colleges will look at that
and really say, ‘Wow!!’” said counselor Nina See.
According to sources, Flemmings forged science teacher Eric
Laboube’s signature so he could
act as moderator.
When asked to explain exactly what a Zoot Suit was, Flem-

mings was at a loss for words.
“It’s suit of zoot, isn’t it?” said
Flemmings.
When asked when the club
would have its first meeting,
Flemming said, “Monday during
Activity Period. … oh, wait. We
don’t have an activity period that
day. … Well, probably never.”
As of press time, another club
had popped up to rival the club’s
unimportance: the Zoot Suit Appreciation Club Hate Club.
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Origin of Relics in North
American Martyrs Chapel
Remains Mysterious
BY Adam Thorp
NEWS EDITOR

I

n 1999, more than 30 relics of
saints and blessed were found
in a box in a safe on the J-wing’s
third floor. Also in the box: Two
baseball cards, a spelling test from
1941 and a typewritten list, signed
W. Hendrix and dated December
1940. Former SLUH president
Robert Costello S.J. remembered
placing them into the box, but a
Prep News article written when
the relics were found reported
that he could not remember
where they came from. The ultimate provenance of the relics remains a mystery.
The relics now hang in wooden boxes on opposite walls in the
Ignatian Martyrs chapel (many of
the relics are of the North American Martyrs). Art teacher John
Mueller designed their displays.
Most of the relics displayed there
were found in the box, but some
were donated to SLUH by private
individuals. Only some of the relics in the box had the Latin documents required to certify relic authenticity.
The most promising clue to
the origin of the relics seemed to
be the unfortunately initialized
W. Hendrix, who signed the list of
the relics and dated it Dec. 1940.
In an attempt to identify him, I
searched through Prep News vol. 3
(1939-1940) to no avail. A search
of SLUH’s alumni database similarly failed: many Hendrixes, but
none with a first name beginning
with a W.
I was beginning to consider that W. Hendrix might be a
phantom, or at least unrelated to
SLUH, when a shot-in-the-dark
Google search turned up a list of
SLUH authors, including an author of children’s books named
William F. Hendrix S.J. But his

graduation year has listed as “?”
The list confirmed this W. Hendrix was a student at SLUH, and
that he had been active at the
same time the list was written
(his first book, Harry Brown at
Barchester was published 1930,
and the last, Cruise of the Annie
Lee was published 1947). SLUH
librarian Elenora McCarthy, who
compiled the list, was not given
the school year when given the
author’s name.
So the search for some context or confirmation about the author of the document continued.
I had previously looked through
lists of students in copies of the
Dauphin from 1940 and 1941
for any sign of a Hendrix. Now
thatI knew Hendrix was a Jesuit,
I could redirect my attention towards records of SLUH staff. In
1940, I found a “Fr. W. Hendrix,
S.J.” listed as the adviser of Freshman E homeroom. But I found
the clincher the 1941 yearbook:
In an almost unbelievable coincidence Father W. Hendrix had left
his signature beneath his photo of
the only copy of that year’s yearbook that had been kept in the
Dauphin archives. The signature
was identical to the one on the list
of relics, provided to me by Dr.
Bob Bannister and Terry Meiners.
Looking further into back issues, I found the same picture of
Hendrix, with his full name, William F. Hendrix, spelled out, making it likely that he was the same
author I had encountered earlier.
Hendrix’s identity confirms
that the document was written at
SLUH and that in 1940 the relics
were in SLUH’s possession, not
transferred to SLUH at a later
date. Hopefully more digging can
establish their ultimate origin.

photo | Joe Kreienkamp

A case of relics in SLUH’s North American Martyrs Chapel. At the top is the relic of St. Paul of the cross.

The Search for W. Hendrix

T

o the left, the document
found with the envelopes
containing the relics. Its terse
signature, “W. Hendrix,” was the
most solid lead to the origin of
the relics and is blown up along
the bottom of the page. Directly
below is the Yearbook picture that
confirmed that W. Hendrix was
an author, Jesuit and SLUH teacher named William F. Hendrix, S.J.
Note the similarity between the
signature Hendrix signed beneath
his yearbook photo and the signature he signed on the document.
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St. Paul of the Cross

Blessed Claueo del

“ex praecordiis”

la Columbiere

from the intestines

Jesuit,

or stomach
St. Peter Canisius

confessor
Relics of all the

Jesuit,

Saints and Blessed

Doctor of the

of the Society of

Church

Jesus

Blessed Claueo del

St. Peter Canisius

la Columbiere

“ex vestimenti”

Jesuit,

from the clothing

confessor

St. Madeleine

Relics of all the

Sophie Barat

Saints and Blessed

“ex dissoluta carne”

of the Society of

from the flesh

Jesus
3 of the North
American Martyrs,
“ex ossibus”
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Sts. John Brebeuf
Gabriel Lalemant
Charles Garnier

from the bone
St. Ignatius of
Loyola
St. Gabriel
Lalemant
ex ossibus
from the bone
St. Madeleine
Sophie Barat
“ex arca sepulturae”
from the coffin
St. Firmini, Ep.
“ex ossibus”

T

o the left and right are the
collections of relics displayed in the North American
Martyrs chapel. The lines connect each reliquary with the
names of the saints or blessed
whose relics are contained
within. When indicated in the
records, the type of relic (bone,
clothing, ecetera has been provided below. Text in quotation
marks indicates the Latin used
in the documentation to indicate what type of relic it is, and
a quotation is provided below.
When no specific was provided,
other information about the
saint is indicated below.

Pope Pius IX
Particle of garment

from the bone

Relic Documentation

T

he document to the left is
the official, Latin documentation of a relic of St. Ignatius of
Loyola that is displayed in the
North American Martyrs Chapel.
Dr. Bob Bannister provided the
documentation to the Prep News.
The blown-up Latin identifies the

relic as a piece of bone from Ignatius Loyola. Documents like this
are used to fight what was once a
flourishing trade in blatantly falsified relics. Only some of the relics
found in 1999 came with attached
documentation.
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Hot dog, hot dog, who wants a hot dog?!

BY Jacob
STAFF

Hilmes

A

s the Cardinals return for
their home opener on Monday, senior Matt Rancilio will also
be preparing to take charge of one
of several hot dogs stands outside
Busch stadium.
Local St. Louis business Cilio
Sales, Inc. is owned and run by
Senior Matt Rancilio’s father and
partially operated by Matt Rancilio himself. The family-owned
business is located outside of the
stadium, and relies mostly on
people walking to the baseball
game. Around twenty different
food and beverage concessions
are scattered throughout Busch
Stadium, and when the Cardinals restricted the spots where the
venders could operate stands, the
business reached out to customers.
“We got constricted down to
four corners,” said Rancilio. “We
were trying to keep the same revenue, even though we had less
spots, and (my dad) thought (advertisements) would be a good
way to promote the business.”
“We were getting really constricted with the Cardinals rules,
like the St. Louis Cardinals corporation, and they were taking away
a lot of our spots, eight or nine of
the corners where we would sell
peanuts, crackerjacks, and all that
stuff,” said Rancilio.
Cilio Sales, Inc. has been
running radio advertisements on
NPR for the past three years.
Cilios Sales, Inc. was established

in 1991 and recently celebrated its
21st birthday.
“It started off with my dad
just buying some peanuts, seeing
how it would go just standing on a
corner. First day, he sold two bags,
because most people didn’t think
they could bring anything in. But,
over the years we’ve grown and
sold tons and tons and tons and
tons of peanuts.”
Busch Stadium does allow its
fans to bring in outside food and
drink for all 81 games of the year,
but with some restrictions. Nontransparent containers such as
mugs and coolers, as well as any
kind of alcohol, are not permitted inside the stadium. Cilio Sales
takes advantage of the stadium’s
lenient policy by offering a wide
variety of ballpark snacks, such as
peanuts, soda, water, Gus’s Pretzels, and Nathan’s Famous all-beef
hotdogs, grilled right in front of
any customer or passersby.
Rancilio contributes to
the family business by working
throughout the season, nearly all
81 games.
“I work there as a summer
job, so it’s very different compared
to other summer jobs, such as car
washes or working at Subway or
something.”
By working at a vending
company, Rancilio faces challenges usually overlooked or ignored
by the average teenage worker.
“If you’re driving a car and
you need a car wash, you go to
a car wash. Or, you go to some
places like Yo My Goodness if you

want frozen yogurt,” said Rancilio. “With working downtown at
my business, people are going to
the baseball game. They’re not going to my stand to get peanuts and
just go home; they’re going to the
game. They’re planning on buying
beer, soda, and water inside for
extremely high prices. So, my job
is to try and tell people, ‘Hey, stop
here for maybe 30 seconds, you’d
save a bunch of money that you’d
normally just be giving away to
the Cardinals.’”
Cilio Sales offers several deals
that are reasonable compared to
Busch Stadium’s high concession
prices, which are currently higher
than the national MLB averages.
Five dollars can buy you two bottles of water at Rancilio’s stand,
but inside Busch Stadium, that is
not enough for a single soft drink.
Rancilio is also working on commission, so how much money he
receives depends heavily on his
effort.
Fortunately, the radio spots
seem to be generating prosperous
results, drawing in friends and
customers alike.
“I’ve been told by a lot of
people, ‘Hey, I heard your dad on
NPR,’” said Rancilio. “Or, a lot of
people are coming down and saying, ‘Oh, we heard this thing on
NPR about saving money outside
of the stadium, and it seemed like
a good idea.’ And it is. You save a
lot of money.”
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Buettner’s summer job
gives new perspective to
his lifelong fandom
BY Mitchell
REPORTER

Starrs

O

ften referred to as baseball heaven, St. Louis has a
thriving baseball team at Busch
Stadium. Anyone who has been
to a Cardinals game will cite the
energized crowds and loud cheers
as some of their favorite elements
of the game. The fireworks that
celebrate every Cardinals home
run add even more energy to the
atmosphere that is punctuated by
the loud calls of food and drink
vendors.
But often overlooked by fans
at the ballpark are the ushers, the
men and women who keep the
fans’ experience running smoothly. Senior Aaron Buettner was one
of those ushers during the 2012
Cardinals season.
“The selection process was
very competitive and I was constantly worrying about whether
I would be accepted or not,” said
Buettner.
There is one day in January
when the Cardinals organization
opens up the phone lines for one
hour. Anyone wanting to schedule an interview must call at that
time and speak with a representative.
“I called about 300 times to
get an interview and my call was

finally answered,” Buettner said.
He then had to go through
the interview and await a call
to notify him of their decision.
“They asked me stuff about why I
wanted the job and why I would
be a good fit,” said Buettner.
After being notified of his
acceptance, Buettner reported to
two training days.
“The first was about six hours
long where they gave us a tour of
the stadium and showed us where
everything is. They also discussed
what our duties would include,”
Buettner said. “And the second
day was just a bunch of teambuilding exercises.”
“My first game was pretty
chaotic, especially because we
were playing the Cubs,” said
Buettner. “I had to hand out the
replica championship rings and
then work a section, helping people find their seats. I was able to
adapt pretty quickly though.”
Since he was an usher last
season, Buettner will have the
opportunity to be an usher again
this season without having to go
through the competitive selection
process.
“I have always loved the Cardinals and being part of their organization has been an awesome
experience for me,” Buettner said.

From the Archives: Musings from Musial

Stan “The Man” Musial

Editor’s Note: This article is from
the October 1, 1948 issue of the
Prep News. It was written by Ed
Higgins and is printed in full from
the issue.

T

he name of another rookie
began to appear in the Cardinal line-up in August 1941.
Even to the dyed-in-wool fans he
was nothing more than a rookie,
but in a few short years his name
became synonymous with the
word “base hit.”
Today, Stan Musial, the
Sporting News Most Valuable
Player of the Year, is hitting a cool
.378 and leading the league in almost every department but strike
outs. And if to go down swinging
were good, Musial would be the
first in that too.
As your correspondent sat
on a mammoth trunk marked “St.
Louis Cardinals” and watched
the Red Birds players dress for a
Pittsburgh game that was rained

out, the clubhouse door opened to
usher in Stan “The Man”-youthful in appearance, well-tanned,
dressed in sport clothes. Evidently concluding that I was not the
new bat boy but the journalistic
neophyte sent to interview him
for the Prep News, Musial walked
over to me with the same air of
nonchalance that he displays at
the plate. After I had introduced
myself, he put his foot upon the
trunk and for the next thirty minutes answered decisively and to
the point the questions I had prepared to pop at him.
Keeping in mind that some
of the Prep News readers were
seriously considering baseball
as a profession, we asked Stan
whether boys should sign for professional ball immediately after
graduation from high school or
should go to college first. Without batting an eye Stan replied: “I
think they should definitely go to
college. College ball is just as good
as minor league baseball and you
can get a good education at the
same time just in case you don’t
make the grade.”
When asked his opinion on
the current trend of night baseball, Musial stated that “it is definitely the coming thing.” But he
doesn’t like it too well because the
ball seems to travel faster—and
more important—“it throws the
home life off a little bit.”
The amiable Stan suggested
that anyone interested in making pro ball a career “must like
the game and study it. Get all the
experience you can and if you
have the ability, someone will
spot you and give you a place.
There is plenty of room for young

players—that’s what the scouts
are looking for; but if you seem
doomed to stay in the minor
leagues, it would be best to follow
some other line of endeavor.”
History tells us that it did not
take long to make the jump from
the minors to the Cards. He spent
his first two years of baseball at
Williamson, West Virginia, while
still a junior and senior in Donara,
Pa., high school. In 1940 he journeyed to Daytona Beach, Florida,
and in ’41 played at Springfield,
Mo., Rochester, New York, and
with the Cards late in the season.
When I asked Mr. Musial
why he hit better on the road than
at home, Stan replied: “We play
more day ball on the road; and
at home I try to pull the outside
pitch to right field and they get me
out a lot.”
He picked Ostermueller of
the Pirates as the pitcher that gave
him the most trouble and he selected the Polo Grounds as his
favorite park, because of the extremely short right and left fields.
Naturally we asked Stan what
was his greatest thrill since joining the Cardinals. His quick answer was, “playing in the 1942
World Series,” his first. Since then
Musial has participated in three
more, ’43, ’44, ’46.
Many fans are ignorant of the
fact that Stan was once a pitcher
but he has no desire to do any
mound duty at present. “I don’t
have any desire to pitch,” quotes
Musial; “I prefer playing everyday.” Stan’s odd stance at the plate
“just came natural.”
A native of Donora, Pennsylvania, Stand is considering making St. Louis his permanent home.

A devoted family man, Musial is
proud of his two children, Richard, eight, and Geraldine, four. He
is much more than just a professional ballplayer. Quiet, unassuming, and mature in his attitude
toward life, he acts like anything
but the best hitter in the major

leagues today. When in St. Louis,
he attends St. Joan of Arc Church.
Stan “The Man” is a gentleman, an exemplary Catholic— a
credit to his Church, his country,
and the great American game of
baseball.

Poll checks students’ views
on fair trade at SLUH
(continued from page 1)
American Made, International Sweatshop Free Made (factories
that don’t have harsh working
conditions, but may be subjecting workers to unfair wages and
harsh treatment) International
Fair Trade Made (no sweatshops,
unfair wages, or harsh treatment)
and International Made (may include sweatshops, unfair wages,
and harsh treatment of workers).
The highest number of results for
this question indicated a preference for American Union Made
and International Sweatshop Free
Made items.
Nearly 90 percent of the
258 respondents said that they
believed the SLUH bookstore
should provide fair trade clothing. The largest response for how
much more one would pay for a
fair trade product was $10-15,
followed by $15-20 and $5-10,
information which Pax Christi,
STUCO, and Sustainability hope
to use to increase fair trade SLUH
products.
“We hope we can get enough
information about fair trade to
get school, bookstore, and athletic items,” said Beckemeyer. “We

want our school to support the Ignatian value of justice.”
The survey is the next step in
SLUH’s fair trade discussion, following Pax Christi’s attendance of
the Ignatian Family Teach-In in
November and Jim Keady’s “Behind the Swoosh” presentation
during Mission Week. The survey is something the three clubs
have been working towards for
months.
“Pax Christi, Sustainability,
and STUCO have been meeting
since December to discuss how to
introduce Jim Keady and how to
do a follow up,” said Garavaglia.
The groups will now being to
discuss how to properly use the
data attained by the survey, beginning with a Pax Christi discussion
by Dr. Shannon O’Neill, coordinator of the St. Louis Inter-Faith
Committee on Latin America
(IFCLA), a non-profit organization that works for social justice
in Latin America.
“It’ll be interesting to see
what follow ups the groups have,”
said Garavaglia.
The survey is still open and
can be found in your SLUH email.
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Deep senior class aims for first State title in three years
BY Cullin
REPORTER

Tripp

T

he St. Louis U. High Volleybills (3-1), fresh off a loss in
the State final, look to start strong
this season with a loaded squad
and a new head coach.
“After being knocked out two
years in a row in the finals, it’s a
pretty big goal for the seniors that
we make another run for the title,”
said senior captain Kurt Thiemann.
New head coach Jim Gioia is
in line with that goal. “We have a
very talented team, so we are certainly thinking in terms of having
a State championship run. There’s
no doubt about that,” he agreed.
But Gioia and senior captains
Tom Beckmann, Jack Walsh, and
Kurt Thiemann have additional
goals for the team, some arguably
even more important than winning a State title.
“One thing I really want the
team to focus on is just making

sure we’re together as a team at
all times. We’re supporting each
other, win or lose, and if someone
makes an error his teammates are
there ready to pick him up,” said
Gioia.
“We really want to create an
environment for our team where
we can develop the same mindset.
If everyone is looking toward the
same goal, we have a chance to be
a great team in addition to our
great talent,” said Walsh.
The Volleybills certainly have
a wealth of returning talent. Beckmann and Thiemann are two returning players that are not only
big for SLUH, but also big in the
St. Louis area. Beckmann recently
committed to play for Lewis University next year, and Thiemann
will be playing at Princeton. In
addition, Jack Walsh has moved
to outside this year after previously playing libero, and has played
very well thus far. Junior Eric
Ottenlips returns as the starting
photo | Mr. Matt Sciuto

Junior libero Nick Venhaus dives for the ball.

outside hitter this season, and junior Ben Steinhart returns to play
middle.
“Another two players that
are a huge asset to our team are
seniors Cole Guignon and Aaron
Buettner,” said Gioia, “They are
hard-working guys with great attitudes.”
Even though SLUH is returning some excellent veteran leadership, there are some new faces as
well. Junior Nick Venhaus is playing libero in his first year as a fulltime varsity player, getting in on a
lot of sets.
“I think that the biggest difference between JV and Varsity
is the style of play,” said Venhaus.
“Everyone on the other teams
is competing at a high level, and
you have to match that level with
your own play. Everyone is more
focused.”
Sophomore Ryan Abeln is
a first year setter on varsity and
looks to develop into a great fulltime setter next season after getting reps this season. Sophomore
Brendan Komp is a first time varsity member, and Gioia saw him
make tremendous progress over
the offseason.
“I was really impressed by
the amount of work Brendan put
in over the offseason. It definitely
showed,” said Gioia.
Shawn Hughes is one of the
first freshmen to make the team
in a while, providing the team
with a young, talented asset.
This entire team, made up of
veterans and underclassmen, has
seen Gioia make some key changes in his first year as head coach,
most notably in the practices.
“Coach puts us in a lot of
game-like situations during practice, which is something we didn’t
see a lot of last year,” said Thiemann. “He’s really engaged with
individuals, and he makes sure
each guy is ready to play his role
for the team.”
“One thing that I’ve really
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Junior Eric Ottenlips follows through on a spike against Webster. The Jr.
Bills swept the Statesmen.

seen change is the amount of individual work we do,” said Walsh.
“We get more reps in situations
that relate to our positions, and
he really stresses solid fundamentals.”
Through their first four
matches of the season, the Volleybills are 3-1. After smooth 2-0
sweeps of Pattonville and Chaminade, the team stumbled against
Parkway South, getting swept 2-0.
“We honestly just played
okay, and Parkway South played

out of their mind. They’re a tough
team,” said Thiemann.
To their credit, SLUH played
two tough games, losing 25-23,
and 29-27 in straight sets. However, the Jr. Bills did bounce back
with a 2-0 sweep of Webster in
their first home game. The team
will look to continue its return to
form with a game Friday against
Parkway West at 5:00. They then
head to Vianney for a tournament
on Saturday.

LaxBills looks for footing, starts season 3-2 Tangled in the web
Chazz Carson
BY
REPORTER

T

he St. Louis U. High lacrosse
team has started off its season
with a 3-2 record and is looking
to win its second straight State
championship.
The Jr. Bills went into last Friday’s game against O’Fallon with
a target on their backs, ready to
work past poor early-season performances. O’Fallon, who had a
4-0 record going into the game,
came out strong in front of their
home crowd. The LaxBills started
slow, digging themselves into a
large deficit early on.
The Panthers had been red
hot this year before matching
up against the Jr. Bills, averaging
15 goals per game. O’Fallon’s offense worked the talented Jr. Bills
defense with a combination of
stellar play from their midfielders and penalties that forced the
Jr. Bills to play down a man for a
considerable amount of time. The
Jr. Bills tried to fight back shorthanded, but were outmatched by
O’Fallon with a final score of 12-8.
“I was disappointed with our
loss against O’Fallon,” said junior
attack Eric Bell. “We didn’t practice well in the days before the
game and came into it not expect-

ing much.”
Fresh off of a loss from
O’Fallon, the much-anticipated
matchup between SLUH and
powerhouse New Trier, from
the Northern Chicago suburbs,
was cancelled due to inclement
weather.
“I was disappointed we didn’t
get to play New Trier,” said senior midfielder Matt Hinkebein.
“I was excited to prove ourselves
against one of the best teams in
the Midwest.”
This cancellation gave SLUH
some much-needed rest before its
match against local rival Webster
Groves. The Jr. Bills dominated
the matchup against a much
smaller club, holding Webster to
two goals the entire game. Senior
Justin Mayfield had another outstanding performance, tacking on
four of the Jr. Bills’ nine goals on
the night. SLUH played fundamentally sound and almost doubled the amount of groundballs
picked up by Webster, 30-17.
“We came out with a great
gameplan against Webster. We
moved the ball well and created a
lot of scoring opportunities,” said
senior Peter Hummel.
After a solid win against
Webster Groves, the LaxBills

prepared over exams and Easter
Break to face off against last year’s
State title runner-up MICDS. The
Rams came into the matchup with
a record of 1-2 against a seasoned
SLUH squad.
The LaxBills started sluggishly against the Rams, with
many defensive communication
breakdowns. With a lackluster
first quarter behind them, SLUH
looked to work back into the
game against the No. 1 preseason
ranked Rams.
Playing catch-up, goals from
Hummel, Mayfield, and senior
Dylan Hewlett helped the LaxBills challenge MICDS physically.
Juniors also contributed, as Eric
Bell scored two goals and Jack
Kinzel came through in the clutch
with a goal to tie the game at 6-6.
But within the last minute of play,
a fielding error gave the Rams
possession. The Jr. Bills ultimately
fell to rival MICDS 7-6.
“The MICDS game was a
hard game for us,” said senior captain Stephen Lordo. “We didn’t
start out well, but it did show us
that we can compete with the
best teams in Missouri and that
we’re serious about going to State
again.”

(continued from page 3)
growing up in a world without
the internet, how I wouldn’t know
nearly as much random information but the stuff I would know I’d
have learned from books or some
expert or in school. That due this
relative scarcity I’d spend more
time with the information I had,
whereas with the internet I always
feel like I’m missing out on some
life-changing, paradigm altering
fact or article or video so I skim
everything. That’s the other worry: superficially skimming information, forgetting it hours after
reading it.
That worry made me cancel many YouTube subscriptions.

Since the site tracks your viewing history, one day I pulled up
a video I had watched one week
before, wrote down as much as
I could remember about it, and
checked my work. I dropped subscriptions until the recall rate was
in the high nineties.
Despite my efforts, I’m still
consuming more information
than I should. And I’m afraid
we’re turning more into information processors and less information generators. So we’re cluttering our heads with information,
but how useful is it to us? How
can we apply it to our lives?
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St. Ignatius Prep in Cleveland Ohio sent a group of students to sing in the Si Commons during Thursday April 4th.
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Baseball remains undefeated, topples Chaminade in first MCC win
BY Clark DeWoskin
SPORTS EDITOR

T

he St. Louis U. High baseball
team (8-0, 1-0 MCC) remains
undefeated, having allowed only
eight runs so far while tallying
three shutouts, one of which was
a 15-0 thrashing of MCC rival
Chaminade for the Jr. Bills’ first
conference victory.
Senior hurler Andrew Quinn
(3-0) pitched five shutout innings
for the win over the Red Devils
on Tuesday. The righty struck out
four and allowed only three hits
before handing the ball over to
freshman John Brinkman, who
mowed through a hitless sixth inning.
The game looked to be off to
a shaky start after Quinn hit the
second batter of the game before
walking two to load the bases with
one out in the first. Quinn was
able to work out of the jam, getting Chaminade’s five hitter to hit
a bouncer back up the box. Quinn
fielded the ball, threw home to senior catcher Charlie Kretschmer
who whipped the ball down the
line to first for a 1-2-3 double play
to end the threat.
“I wasn’t too sharp in the first
couple innings,” said Quinn. “But
I was able to get into a groove and
my offense gave me a lot of run
support.”
The Jr. Bills notched six runs
in both the fifth and sixth innings
to finish off Chaminade early by
mercy rule. The Bills racked up
double-digits in the hit column
for the sixth time on the season
with 13. Senior first baseman JJ
Guenther—who leads the team in
batting average at .524—and junior center fielder Charlie Nester
came through with an extra base
hit and three RBIs apiece en route
to the victory.
“JJ has been really, really do-

ing well,” said head coach Steve
Nicollerat.
On March 22, the Jr. Bills
handily defeated McCluer as an
underclassmen pitching staff of
Brinkman and juniors Mick Layton and Mark Elbert combined
for 12 K’s. The trio allowed only
three hits on the day.
Brinkman has now appeared
in five of the team’s eight games.
The hard-throwing freshman has
allowed only one hit in six and
two-thirds innings while striking
out seven.
“He’s pitched well,” said
Nicollerat. “He’s been in five of
our eight games, not bad for a guy
I told probably wouldn’t be pitching that much. And he’s done
okay with it.”
The Jr. Bills closed out a
5-0 month of March by topping
Webster in both halves of a doubleheader last Saturday. SLUH
brought home a 10-0 win in game
one and squeaked out a 4-3 victory in game two.
Senior ace Brian Howard (20) allowed only one hit in five innings of work to earn the shutout
win in game one. Senior left fielder Kaleb King led the team with
four runs batted in, going 3-4 on
the day and scoring two runs.
“It was a great game all
around, the team played well behind me,” said Howard. “If we
keep playing like that then special
things will happen this year.”
Quinn started the second
half of the doubleheader, shutting
out the Statesmen through four
while striking out five. Quinn
passed the baton to Brinkman
for a scoreless fifth before King
stepped onto the mound to close
out the game.
The Jr. Bills led 4-0 going into
the sixth inning where King allowed three runs before settling
down to pitch a scoreless seventh.
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Junior Luke Robinson attempts to avoid the tag at third in a doubleheader against Webster.

To open April, the DiamondBills took on Parkway West at
Parkway West, tallying seven runs
on eleven hits for the 7-1 victory.
Senior right fielder Ryan Hurston
went 3-3 with three singles and
two RBIs. Elbert again earned
the win as he and Layton allowed
only five hits combined.
“It felt great to have a day like
that,” said Hurston. “I’m seeing
the ball well and my swing was
feeling good.”

Aces in the Hole
Howard, the staff ’s clear ace,
and fellow righty Quinn have
combined for four starts in the
season’s eight games. The duo has
yet to allow an earned run and has

Golf wins first Greg Bantle Memorial
BY Thomas
STAFF

S

Riganti

t. Louis U. High’s varsity golf
team kicked off its season with
a meaningful win at the first annual Greg Bantle Memorial Tournament on Tuesday, followed by a
win against Vianney on Wednesday.
Head coach Scott Gilbert and
the players founded the tournament as a way to honor Bantle,
the team’s longtime coach, colleague, and mentor, who passed
away in 2011. Sixteen five-man
teams were invited to the event at
Missouri Bluffs Golf Club in St.
Charles.
Some of the players were a little nervous, but according to Gilbert they settled in well, winning
the first annual memorial tournament by eight strokes. Gilbert said
it was special for the team because
Bantle had coached some members during their freshman and or
sophomore years.
“I felt like ‘Profe’ was definitely there with us throughout
the day, helping us to a victory,”
said junior Scott Schaeffer.
Schaeffer took the overall

prize with his round of 72, edging out Ladue’s Seth Smith, who
shot a 73. Schaeffer said he was
relieved to beat Smith, whom he
had played with on multiple occasions.
“It was important for me to
finally get over the hump,” said
Schaeffer. “It was just important
to lead the team to a team victory
and a good start to our season.”
Sophomore Alex Ciaramitaro
put up SLUH’s next best score by
shooting a 74. The other players
that competed include senior Ben
Hutchison, junior Will Doorack,
and sophomore Dan Venker.
SLUH’s score of 303 was followed by MICDS with a 311 and
DeSmet with a 313.
Gilbert was pleased with the
team’s performance as all the individual scores that his players put
up were in the 70s. The highest
scores were two 79s. The tournament had the five-man teams
drop one score so dropping a 79
as their highest score gave him a
good feeling as the scores were
being tallied.
According to Gilbert, the
momentum from the tournament

given up only eight hits.
Including the complete game
shutout over Webster, Howard
has pitched 11 innings to the
tune of 19 strikeouts against three
walks. Quinn has pitched 12 innings with eleven strikeouts and
held opposing batters to a .122
average.
“You know Brian’s going to
dominate hitters,” said Quinn.
“And the fact that our defense has
played really well has given a lot
of chances for success.”
“They’re as good as what I
think I’ve had in a one-two punch
in a long time,” said Nicollerat.
“If they can stay healthy I think it
gives us a real good shot down the
road. They give you a chance to
play with anybody on any night.

Jesuit Classic
Sheridan Stadium will once
again play host to the annual Jesuit Classic tournament this weekend. The Jr. Bills will play doubleheaders both Friday evening and
Saturday. Friday will see SLUH
take on St. Ignatius of Chicago
at 4:15 and Loyola of Chicago at
7:00. Saturday the Bills will take
on Loyola at 10:00am and St. Ignatius at 1:00pm.
The Jr. Bills topped Loyola
twice last year, and finished up
an undefeated tournament with a
win over Kansas City’s Rockhurst
High School, who will not compete in this year’s tournament.
photo | Mr. Matt Sciuto

win translated to their match the
next day against Vianney at Red
Bud (Forest Park.)
SLUH edged out the Griffins by 24 strokes as junior Ryan
Pilcher and Ben Hutchison both
put up 37s.
Gilbert credits a lot of the
team’s success to its mentality on
the course. Their ability to stay
focused allows the team to forget
what happened on previous holes.
This mentality was also part of the
team last year so with that past
success, keeping and teaching that
aspect of the game was a must.
“If it’s not broke, don’t fix it,”
said Gilbert.
Before the match against
CBC on Thursday, Schaeffer said,
“We’re looking to get some revenge.”
CBC dealt SLUH its only
regular season loss last year, splitting the season series with the Jr.
Bills 1-1.

Junior Scott Schaeffer prepares to swing in the first Greg Mantle Memorial
Tournament.

SPORTS

April 5, 2013

Prep News
Volume 77, Issue 23

Hoppenjans gets first win as coach over Chaminade
BY Stephen
CORE STAFF

Lumetta

A

fter their first two matches
against Marquette and Ladue
were snowed out last week, the St.
Louis U. High tennis team got its
season started by beating Chaminade 6-3 on Wednesday.
No. 1 singles player senior
Mike Essma may have had the
hardest-fought match of the day,
losing to Chaminade’s top player
4-6, 6-7.
“I was particularly pleased
with Essma,” said first-year head
coach Mark Hoppenjans.
“He went down 4-0 in the
first set but found his way into the
match … I thought the number
one player for Chaminade was
very, very good. I thought that Essma did a great job of making a
run at him.”
The next three singles players
had relatively easy matches. No. 2
singles player senior David Mayhall won 6-1, 6-2, and sophomore
Kyle Schnell won 6-3, 6-1 at the
No. 3 singles spot. No. 4 singles
player junior Danny Schneller
won 6-1, 6-1.
Freshmen David Lord and
Vinny Bartholomew made their
SLUH tennis career debuts at
the Nos. 5 and 6 singles slots,
respectively. Lord lost his match
in a super tiebreaker while Bar-

photo | Mark Rieke

tholomew narrowly beat his opponent in a super tiebreaker.
SLUH took two out of the
three doubles matches. Mayhall
and Schnell lost 4-8 at the No. 1
spot. The No. 2 team of Essma and
Schneller routed their opponents
8-0, and senior Sean Philip and
junior John Sullivan won 8-5 at
No. 3 doubles.
Hoppenjans was pleased with
his team’s work.
“They just took care of their
matches and never really let their
opponents into it. I liked that a
lot,” said Hoppenjans.
However, there is still room
to improve, and Hoppenjans has
stressed intensity as an area where
he’d like to see the team improve
as a whole. But given practice
conditions, the team has done remarkably well.
“I thought we could’ve won a
couple more courts. I want to …
fight a little harder in singles and
try to squeeze through some of
those tight matches,” said Hoppenjans. “Obviously, it’s been
tough to practice and tough to get
a whole lot accomplished with the
weather.”
The team hits the road for the
first time this season, heading to
Webster to face the Statesmen today at 4:00 pm.

B

ouncing back from a disappointing loss at the State
quarterfinals last year, the St. Louis U. High Jr. Bills rugby squad
has high hopes for this year’s State
title. With only senior Patrick
Mulligan returning to the starting lineup from last year, the team
is young, but the lack of varsity
experience has not kept the team

from cranking out its first win.
“I was definitely a little nervous at the beginning of the year,”
said Mulligan. “But at this point
in the season I feel pretty good
about it, even though we aren’t
returning as much experience we
have a lot of athleticism.”
SLUH’s first game against
Parkway United—a joint team
composed of players from the
entire Parkway district—set a
photo | Ben Banet

A rugby player gets tackled in last night’s rugby game.

I

Junior Danny Schneller pulls out the one-handed backhand in a tennis
match yesterday.

good example of how the team
can perform throughout the season. Although SLUH was in control throughout the majority of
the game, Parkway came close to
overthrowing the Jr. Bills at the
end. Fortunately for the Rugbills,
they managed to fend off Parkway just outside of the try zone.
Junior Adam Cooley, who prevented Parkway from scoring
the try, stole the ball, bringing it
into SLUH’s possession for the remainder of the game. Had Parkway broken through SLUH’s line
for the try, the game would have
ended in their favor. Instead, the
80 game ended 12-7 with SLUH
victorious.
“(Cooley’s steal) definitely
decided the game. They were on
the line waiting to score and we
held them for about a minute,”
said Mulligan. “They actually put
the ball down short (of the try
zone) when they thought they
were in but they weren’t. Then
Adam stole it and we got the ball.”
At the Tin Can Tourney hosted by the Priory Rebels, SLUH
had a chance to mix the JV squad
with a few starting varsity mem-

Cashbah raises record amount
(continued from page 1)
were the two highest sponsorship
levels.
“The students who volunteered to help were a ton of help
and we wouldn’t have been able to
it without them,” said Buggraf.
“Cashbah was a tremendous
success. We are so indebted to
Joyce Walsh and Carrie Burggraf
and all their committee volunteers for their leadership, organization and self-sacrifice on behalf

of SLUH,” said President David
Laughlin. “We are indebted to our
sponsors and benefactors who
generously give to support the
mission of our school.”
Cashbah also featured a new
electronic bidding system called
Bidpal that was a touchpad device similar to an iPod Touch. The
device allowed bidders to set a
maximum bid and then kept bidding on the item until it reached
the maximum. It would alert bidders if they were being outbid and

Water Polo
dips into
season
BY Jack Robinson
reporter

RugbyBills defeat Parkway, take third at Tin Can
BY Mar Lonsway
reporter

11

show pictures of the items that
they were bidding on. The device
was also able to keep a list of items
that the bidder was currently bidding on and also a list of items
that had never been bid on.
“The Bidpal was great, and
I heard a lot of positive feedback
on it from attendees. It was especially great because it allowed
bidders to stay at their table while
continuing to bid on items,” said
Burggraf.

bers. Although it fellshort of expectations, the team managed to
defeat conference rival Eureka for
third place.
The team is well on its way to
a positive season. After last year’s
loss in the quarterfinals against
the Jr. Blues of Kansas City, the
players have had time to develop
a stronger unit.
“We’re definitely less experienced than last year but I feel that
by the time State comes around
we’ll be pretty well-rounded,”
said sophomore wing and scrum
half Drew Mudd. “We have a lot
of guys with a lot of skill; we’ve
picked up new guys that add a lot
to the team. I think we’re a good
contender for State. We just have
to do what we do best and work as
a team to bring home the victory.”
The Jr. Blues, who conquered
the Jr. Bills by a single try last year,
went on to face DeSmet in the
State title. DeSmet, who SLUH
beat multiple times in the regular season last year, beat the Blues
and won State. Check the Nightbeat for a recap of last night’s
game against DeSmet.

n its first big challenge of the
season, the St. Louis U. High
water polo team used a quick start
to take down state No. 2 DeSmet,
16-9. In its first conference game
of the season, SLUH came out
fast at the DeSemet nets. Seniors
Chris Favier, Ryan Caselton, and
Tom Critchfield all found the
net in the first 1:40 of the match,
making for a quick 3-0 lead that
lasted until the end of the quarter.
DeSmet, who was at the time
ranked second in the state, stood
as SLUH’s first critical match
of the year, and both teams
were eager to see who would
sink and who would swim.
The Jr. Bills came out even
stronger in the second quarter,
with Senior Darrian Castro finding the net twice, along with Favier and Critchfield again in the
first 1:34 of the second quarter.
A small defensive slip at the
end of the third quarter allowed
DeSmet to score four unanswered
goals, but aside from that mishap, the SLUH offense, led by
Castro, Favier, and Critichfield,
dominated and came out on top
with a safe 16-9 lead in the end.
“We played our game, pressing and countering the way
we’ve been practicing throughout the year,” said senior captain and attacker Darrian Castro. “Our defense was a huge
part of the win because we were
able to stop them multiple times
when they had the momentum.”
The solid SLUH defense, led
by Caselton and senior Justin Jellinek, forced countless turnovers
in the Jr. Bills half of the pool,
which led to a number of counter- attack goals in the transition.
Impressive play by Darrian Castro in the match and
throughout the season earned
him the honor of Post-Dispatch
St. Louis High School Sports
Athlete of the Week, as he led his
offense in the momentous win.
The squad will travel to Chicago this weekend to play York,
Loyola, and Fenwick. Aside
from the loss in the State final
last year, Fenwick was the only
loss the team has suffered in the
past two years, and the Jr. Bills
are looking forward to facing
off with them this year at York.
“We still have some work
to do, but this group has a lot of
good chemistry which has contributed to our success thus far,
and we hope it will carry over
into our trip,” said Castleton.
On their return, the water
polo team enters on a run of 18
games in 23 days.

Cashbah total amount raised
2013 - $860,000
2012 - $815,000
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MISSING MISSEY

What is that?
BY Kieran
STAFF
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Schedule R

Saturday, April 6
V Baseball Jesuit Classic
V Water Polo York Invitational
9am
V Track @ Belleville West
V Rugby @ St. Louis Ruggerfest
10am C Lacrosse @ CBC
C Inline vs. Ft. Zumwalt North
B Baseball @ Webster Groves
11am JV Inline vs. Marquette
12pm JV Lacrosse @ CBC
1pm
JV Inline vs. Francis Howell Central
2pm
V Lacrosse @ CBC
4pm
V Inline vs. Ft. Zumwalt East
7pm
V Inline vs. DeSmet

Sunday, April 7
Family Mass
9:30am SLUH chapel
11am JV Lacrosse vs. Shawnee Mission East
12pm KEEN
6pm
Mom Prom
9pm
V Inline vs. Affton

Monday, April 8

A vintage boot scraper outside the entrance to the old switchboard.

Tech at SLUH: teachers, students weigh in

(continued from page 1)
students could continue the work
they had done from class at home
without having to retype what had
already been written. Some people
also opined that typing was faster and
more convenient for essay writing.
The prospect of occasionally lower prices appealed to some students.
“You can save money by buying e-books. I think it’s easier to carry around a tablet than all of those
books,” said senior Kyle Martino.
Martino also said it could be
helpful when looking up words for
Shakespeare or other texts.
English teacher David Callon
said that while he is interested in finding ways in which students can be creative in the classroom, he also believes
that traditional paperback books may
be better.
“I am very interested in finding
ways to engage people with narrative
that aren’t necessarily textual. I could
see a lot of benefit from students having access to iMovie or Garageband or
any media that help tell stories.”
Callon also thinks that student
technology can be very helpful for essay writing and peer and teacher editing.
“I think Google Docs is really under-utilized here so that as a way for
every student to type every essay and
students to do peer editing and students to collaborate with their teachers on drafts, and have that integrated
into our email,” he said.
In terms of reading books, Callon
likes to have the paperback copy.
“I just kind of worry about all the
things that come along with telling
people, ‘Turn to page four of a book.’
I don’t really know if we all have the
same version or what they are really
looking at on the screen, and I can’t
just quickly scan the room and see

Friday, April 5
V Baseball Jesuit Classic
V Water Polo @ York Invitational
AP
Sophomore Class Mass
4pm
JV Volleyball vs. Parkway West
V/JV Tennis @ Webster Groves
4:15pm B Baseball vs. Rockwood Summit
C Baseball vs. Parkway South
5pm
V Volleyball vs. Parkway West
Lunch Special
Chicken Cheese and Bacon
Healthy
Mostaccili

J. Connolly

utside the upper field entrance
to the old switchboard, two mysterious metal objects are cemented
into the sidewalk. St. Louis U. High
students and teachers walk past daily,
taking no notice of them.
Asked to guess what the object
was, senior Robby Martineau said,
“It’s the top of a sled! Like Rosebud!”
He was not correct.
“It’s a place to chain up your
bikes? Or it’s for horses!” guessed
math teacher Don Steingruby. English
teacher Barb Osburg also thought it
might be a horse hitching post.
“Maybe it’s a ladder that was buried underground,” said Assistant Principal for Student Life Brock Kesterson.
Even theology teacher Ralph
Houlihan, S.J., who graduated SLUH
in 1952, had no idea what the objects
were. They had been there well before
his time, he said.
English teacher Jennifer Carroll
knew, however, that “It’s for scraping
your boots.”
Director of Facilities Joe Rankin
confirmed Carroll’s assessment. In
the days before paved streets, mud
and horse manure would have posed
considerable problems for boots and
shoes across St. Louis and the rest of
the nation. A boot scraper outside
buildings was a practical and sanitary
solution. While others have been long
since removed, SLUH’s have endured.
No word on whether spittoons will
begin appearing in SLUH classrooms.
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that we are all on page four. I can’t see
who is doing other stuff,” said Callon.
Callon also mentioned that when
looking at technology for each student, the school should be aware of
the student, the community, and the
planet. Callon warns that some devices have harmful chemicals in them,
that, when disposed of, will eventually
end up in the earth. He said that the
school should be conscious of all aspects of the device when making the
decision.
The third class in which students
said technology would be most helpful was social studies. Many students
reported that in history, specifically,
they do not like carrying around the
large textbook. However, other students pointed out that other classes
also use large textbooks.
Some students discussed the
overuse of printed materials in history. Some suggested that individual
devices could be used to explore primary sources and other documents in
an efficient and environmentally conscious way.
Social studies department chair
Bob O’Connell is in favor of increased student access to devices. He
stressed the ability for easier communication and more up-to-date sources.
O’Connell said that there would be
easier access to primary sources and
other information.
“There is no need for (printed)
maps anymore. You can find better maps online in your hand. Any
document in history used to have to
be photocopied. Mr. Buha and Mr.
Zinselmeyer have specific apps that
they have found on the iPad,” said
O’Connell.
O’Connell did mention that there
are still many books that had not been
digitized and would not be accessible
on the devices to students.

Junior David Greaves said that
some teachers in the department do
not like their textbooks and waste resources and time trying to make up
for the missing information.
“They will spend a ton of paper,
ink, and time copying these huge
packets for you to read out of, when
they could just scan it and email it
to you to view on the internet,” said
Greaves.
Greaves also was in favor of ebooks, saying that if they were available, they would be the best option.
“The e-books have huge advantages. They wouldn’t be as expensive because you don’t have to actually print anything, they would be
searchable, and you don’t have to rifle
through looking for that keyword that
you wanted, “ said Greaves, who also
thought a lighter book would be convenient.
The rest of the courses, ranking fourth, fifth, sixth, and seventh,
were foreign languages, mathematics,
theology, and fine arts, respectively.
Technology in fine arts was ranked as
un-useful or unhelpful by a majority
of people, but some students claimed
that new apps can help with composing songs or experimenting with music.
Although there were differences
in opinions in technology, most students had similar things to say in regards to why or why not technology
should be installed at SLUH. In a sample of students sitting around at lunch,
students agreed there were aspects of
technology that they liked, and there
were aspects that they thought could
lead to unproductiveness in class.
“It’s not so much that it would be
detrimental, as much as it wouldn’t be
beneficial. I think that if you can’t take
notes in your book, I think it hurts
you,” said senior Dominic LaMantia.
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STUCO Student Body Speeches
AP
Senior Class Meeting
10am Grades Due
3:30pm V Golf vs. DeSmet
JV Golf vs. DeSmet
4pm
V/JV Tennis vs. Parkway South
4:15pm B Baseball @ Affton
Lunch Special Tony’s Pizza
Healthy Riblet

Tuesday, April 9

Early Dismissal
STUCO Senior Forms Due
Parent Teacher Conferences
4pm
B/C Track vs, Hazelwood West Relays
V/JV Tennis vs. DeSmet
4:15pm C Baseball vs. Parkway North
Lunch Special Meatball Sandwich
Healthy Chicken Wings

Wednesday, April 10
STUCO Blood Drive
9am
V Golf Bulldog Battle
3:30pm JV Golf vs. Lindbergh
4pm
JV/C Track SLUH Meet
V/JV Tennis @ CBC
4:15pm B Baseball @ Westminster
4:30pm C Lacrosse vs. Eureka
5pm
JV Lacrosse vs. Eureka
JV Volleyball @ CBC
6pm
V Volleyball @ CBC
7pm
V Lacrosse vs. Eureka
Lunch Special Hand Carved Beef
Healthy Spaghetti
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Thursday, April 11

Schedule R
STUCO Senior Primary
V Water Polo Invitational @ DeSmet (through April 13)
AP
Junior Class Mass
3:30pm JV Golf vs. Chaminade
V Golf vs. Chaminade
4:15pm B Baseball vs Ladue
C Baseball vs. DeSmet
4:30pm V Baseball vs. Ladue
5pm
JV Volleyball @ Vianney
6pm
V Volleyball @ Vianney
Lunch Special Basket Special
Healthy Chicken Sticklers

Friday, April 12

STUCO Senior Speeches
AP
Senior Class Mass
3:30pm V Golf vs. Pattonville
4pm
V Track Gary Parker Invitational
C Baseball vs. Farmington
4:30pm C Lacrosse vs. Parkway West
4:30pm JV Volleyball vs. Marquette
5:30pm V Volleyball vs. Marquette
8pm
V Lacrosse @ Carmel
Lunch Special Country Fried Steak
Healthy Pasta Con Broccoli
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